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Tuefdayj  'loth  December^   1794* 


A  MESSAGE  from  His  Majefty  il^s  delivered  by  Sir  France 
Molyncux,  Gentleman  U(hcr  of  the  Black  Rod : 

Mr.  Speaker, 
Thi  King  cammardi  this  Ijonourabk  Houfe  to  attend  His  Majefiy 
immdiatelj  in  the  Hou^e  of  Peers. 

Accoixlingly,  Mr.  Speaker,  wiJb  the  Houfe,  went  up  to  attend 
His  Majefty  ;  and  being  returned, 

Mr.  SPEAKER  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  in  purfuance  of  the 
dlreftions  of  an  aA  of  the  24th  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  he  had  if- 
fucd  his  warrants,  during  the  recefs,  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  to 
make  out  new  writs  for  the  cjedlion  of  feveral  Members  to  ferve  in 
Bvliament. 

The  Speaker  was  now  proceedii^  to  read  the  bill  to  prevent 
Clartdeftine  Outlawryi  for  the  purpofe  of  opening  the  bufincft  of 
ftefeifion,  when 
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Mr.  SHERIDAN  rofe,  and  faid,  he  was  foriy  to  prefent  him- 
felf  to  the  Chair  at  this  moment,  but  particular  circumftances  made 
it  abfolutely  ne&ffary.     He  was  compelled  at  that  moment  torftatc 
fome  objedions  to  a  proceeding  which  had  ufually  paffed  without 
any  obfervation — he  meant  the  queftion  which  was  now  before  the 
Houfe,  Whether  the  bill  to  prevent  clandeftine  outlawries  be  now 
read  ?  He  obje61ed  to  putting  that  queftion,  upoh  this  ground — it 
had  been  the  uniform  praflice  of  the  Houfe  to  read  that  bill  on  the 
opening  of  every  feffion  of  Parliament,  before  they  proceeded  to  take 
His  Majcfty's  fpeech  into  cohfideration  ;  this  he  underftood  to  be  a 
Cuftiom  for  the  purpofe  of  exprcfling  the  right  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mcHis  to  proceed  to  any  budneft  previous  to  taking  into  confideration 
the  fpeech  from  the  Throne.     He  thought  this  right  not  an  ufelefs, 
barren  trifle,  but  a  right  to  be  infifted  upon  whenever  an  occafion 
ihould  occur  for  any  pradical  good  puipofc.     He  conceived  the  op^ 
portunity  was  now  come  for  affertir^  that  right,  and  this  he  did  by 
way  of  enforcing  the  principle  in  the  ftrongeft  manner  poflible;— - 
With  that  view  he  muft  objed  in  form  to  the  readii^  of  the  bill 
now  propoied  to  be  read,  in  order  to  introduce  a  motion  upon  an- 
other fubjeft..    We  were  now  c^led  upon  ferioufly  to  advife  His 
Majefty,  in  a  time  the  moft  extraordinary,  in  a  fituation  die  mod 
critical  and  alarming,  upon  a  fubjeft  of  the  utmoft  importance  to 
this  country  at  lai^ge,  as  well  as  to  every  Member  of  that  Houfe  ; 
and,  before  they  could  fay  they  were  in  a  proper  fituation  to  give 
fit  advice  to  His  Majefty,  in  a  free,  fair,  and  impartial  manner, 
it  was  effentially  neccffary  they   fhould  thcmfclves  be  free,  which 
could  not,  with  any  colour  of  reafon,  be  faid  to  be  the  cafe  while 
the  Habeas  Corpus  ttd  remained  fufpemjpd.     His  objed,  therefore, 
was,  after  this  queftion  was  negatived^  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
.   in  fL  bill  to  repeal  the  ad  of  the  laft  feffion  of  Parliatpent,  which 
fufpcnded  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft.     He  was  confident  there  could 
•  ht  no  objcQion  from  Mi'niftcr^  to  this  inode  of  proceeding,  unlefs 
they  would  affert,  that  there  does  exift  at  this  moment  the  fame  pa^ 
ramount  neceflity  as  that  on  which  they  grounded  the  fufpenfion  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  aft,  thereby  depriving  every  Engliftiown  of  a 
right  which  is  moft  dear  to  him.     If  he  was  told,  that  the  bill 
which  he  now  wiftied  to  repeal  had  but  a  very  (hort  time  to  run  ;  or 
\{  he  ftiould  be  told  it  was  not  intended  to  be  renewed,  he  would 
anfwcr,  that  he  would  not  fuffcr  fuch  a  bill  to  die  a  natural  death ; 
that  he  would  not  wait  a  roontli,  a  week,  a  day,  or  a  fingle  mo- 
ment, after  die  meeting  of  Parliament,  without  calling  on^  that 
.  Houfe  to  aft  a$  independent,  honourable,  and  free  agents  for^^c 
Public,  bat  wiould  defend  thofe  rights  of  the  People  which  bad  b^ 
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invaded  by  Minifters ;  rights,  which  the  People,  If  fairly  left  to 
the  exercife  of  them,  would  never  abufe.  He  concluded  with  lay- 
ing, that,  unlcfs  the  Houfc  fhould  teftify  a  difinclination  to  the 
meafure,  he  (hould  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  repeal  the 
aft  of  the  laft  feflion  of  Parliament  for  fufpcnding  the  Habeas  Cor* 
pus  a<5t. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  cxprefled  his  doubts  relative  to  the  propriety  of 
Ac  honourable  Member's  objedlions  at  this  particular  time. 

T5ie  SPEAKER  admitted  the  propriety  of  Mr,  Sheridan's  con- 
duct. A  queftion  had  been  urged  in  the  ufual  manner,  to  which 
the  honourable  gentleman,  as  a  Member  of  Parliament,  had  a 
right,  if  he  pleafed,  to  obje<Sl.  The  parties  were  now  at  iffue,  and 
it  was  the  Houfe  alone  which  could  decide  the  difference. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  fupported  the  original  motion  as  fubmitted  to. 
them  by  the  Speaker.  As  to  that  to  which  Mr.  Sheridan  called 
their  attention,  he  could  by  no  means  give  his  acquicfccnce.  He 
faw  no  reafon  why  the  more  urgent  difcuffion  of  the  day  (hould  be 
delayed  for  the  purpofe  of  deliberating  on  a  fubjeft  of  an  extraneous 
nature.  Before  the  expiration  of  the  bill,  which  happened  itv-lhc 
month  of  February,  there  would  be  ample  opportunities  to  confider 
the  propriety  of  its  renewaL  If,  however,  his  opinion  could  af- 
ford any  gratification,  he  had  no  fcruple  in  declaring,  that,  if  frona 
the  completion  of  the  times,  no  ftronger  reafons  appeared  for  the 
difcontinuance  of  its  fufpenfion,  than  at  prefent  exifted,  the  fafety 
of  the  Government  and  the  Country  demanded  its  renewal  in  the 
montli  of  February. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  faid,  that  though  Mr,  Dundas  feemed  to  hav« 
made  up  his  mind  by  anticipation,  it  did  not  follow  that  this  Houfe 
ihould  be  of  hi§  opinion.  He  expedled,  from  the  candour  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  that  he  fhould  not  have 
inlifted  now  on  the  propriety  of  continuing  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Ha- 
beas Corpus  a  A,  without  affigning  fome  reafon  for  it.  But  he  only 
enjoined  them  to  wear  their  fnackles  tc>  the  month  of  February  ;  and 
he  fliould  then  condefcend  to  think  of  the  expediency  of  taking  them 
off.  The  late  events  fhould  teach  the  Houfe  the  better  lelfon  of 
maintaining  its  own  rcfpedtability.  The  verdi^s  of  the  virtuous 
juries  at  the  Old  Bailey  had  fufficiently  dcmonftratcd  that  no  fu^h 
thing  as  a  confpiracy  had  exifted  in  this  country.  The  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had  ftated,  that  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Ha- 
beas Corpus  ad  kept  the  people,  and  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
infhackfes,  In  this  opinion  he  agreed  with  him,  and  therefore 
thought  that  it  ought  inftantaneoufly  to  be  repealed,  and  tha  th« 
peoffeoc^t  not  to  be  fhacklcd  another  day,  much  Icfs  to  be  all  )wed 
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to  remain  till  February  at  the  will  of  Nfinifters.  There  never  wa« 
a  time  which  called  more  for  ftri(ft  inquiry  into  the  conduft  of  Mi- 
jiifters  than  the  prefent.  The  ttoufe  liad,  on  the  fuggeftion  of  cer- 
tain perfonj^,  declared  there  exifted  a  plot  in  this  country,  thereby  In 
a  great  mc  if  ore  prejudging  and  preventing  the  fair  operation  of  the 
Grand  Jury,  Pcrfons  were  accufed  on  that  occaiioa,  and  many 
things  were  publifhed  againft  the  accufed,  and  even  threats  held  out 
in  papejps  well  known  to  be  under  the  influence  pf  Government,  in 
order  to  bring  about  a  verdid  contrary  to  the  grxxi  fenfe,  the  ho- 
nour, aridths  ju^Iccof  the  jur}'.  Their  verdifts,  however,  were 
well  known,  and  the  pradlical  inference  from  thefe  trials  was,  that 
there  never  exifted  any  fuch  p!ot  as  wj^s  dated  to  exift,  and  that  there 
was  no  occafion  for  (hutting  up  individuals  for  fix  months  upon  fuch 
charges  as  b^  been  preferred  againft  them.  But  he  hoped  the,  day 
'Would  come  when  fuch  pradtices  would  be  fairly  examined,  as  well 
as  the  fub.]c5t  of  new-fangled  treafons,  introduced  by  Minif^ry,  ia 
dired  aad  unconftitutional  contradicllon  to  the  ftatute  of  Edward  the 
Third,      ' 

A  Member  on  the  Treafury  fide  of  the  Houfe,  (Mr.  MAURICE 
ROBINSON]  faid  he  ihould  oppofe  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habea^i 
Corpus  a6t  when  the  proper  time  came  for  difcuflingit  j  but  that  he 
could  not  agree  to  any  departure  ffom  the  ufual  mode  of  proceeding 
pn  the  firft  day  of  the  fefTion,  more  efpecially  at  a  period  when  every 
thing  that  might  admit  of  a  conftrudlioq  difrefpeflful  to  His  Majefty 
ought  to  be  avoided. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL,  (Sir  John  Mitford)  thought 
|t  a  dqty  incumbent  upon  him  to  deliver  his  fentiments  on  this  oc^ 
cafiori ;  becaufe,  if  any  blame  was  attached  to  thofe  in  power,  he 
was  in  a  great  degree  implicated.  So  far  from  having  any  doubt* 
pn  the  fabje<5^,  he  declared  that  he  was  more  and  more,  from  the 
proceedings  that  had  taken  place  or\  the  trials,  convinced  of  the  ^x- 
iftence  of  the  confplracy.  The  only  efFedl  of  the  late  verdii^s,  he 
ftatcd  to  be,  that  the  perfons  acquitted  could  not  be  agrjn  t^ied  for 
the  fame  ofrehce !  They  by  no  means  went,  in  his  opinion,  to  affedk 
the  general  quefrion.  One  of  the  perfons  who  were  tried  and  ac- 
quitted, be  meant  Mr.  Tooke,  had  afterwards,  when  examined  on 
his  oath,  admitted  the  cxiftence  of  fuch  a  confpiracy,  and  the  in-. 
tention  pf  calling  together  a  Britifh  Convention : — 

Mr.  BRANDLING  interrupted  the  learned  gentleman  by  ob- 
fcrvjng,  that  his  reverence  for  tlie  Canftitution  would  not  allow  him 
to  fit  in  filence  while  he  beard  the  fmalleft  infinuaiion  againft  the 
^ondudl  of  jurors.  Thofe  fummoncd  on  tl^e  late  trials  had  cer- 
tainly ail^d  agreeably  to  the  di^Sates  of  ^tk  Cpnfcicncci  thcrdbi* 
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U  would  be  proper  and  wife  !n  gentlemen— more  eTpeciaUy  thoC^of 
the  learned  proMion-— to  withhold  any  obfervadons  which  might  be 
conftrued  unfavourable  to  them. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  proceeded  by  ftating  the  topic 
of  difputCy  and  by  adverting  more  particularly  to  what  had  fallen 
firotn  the  gentlemen  on  the  q>po(ire  fide.  The  latter  denied  the  ex- 
iftence  of  a  ci0ifpiracy — he  and  his  friends,  on  the  contrary,  fup- 
ported  the  aftirmative.  But  no  gentleman  who  wifhcd  for  a  rational 
difcullion  would  deny  that  a  confpiracy  of  fuch  a  nature  might  exift, 
a^,  in  the  refult  of  a  profccutiony  would  tend  to  the  convidion  of 
fame,  and  the  acquittal  of  others.  The  peribns  accufed  might, 
indeed,  be  all  equally  guilty;  but  by  the  doubts  of  the  jurors,  or 
by  die  deficiency  of  the  evidence,  a  difcrimination  of  the  natmc 
now  defcribed  might  follow.  Not  only  the  evidence  of  a  perfbn 
tned  and  acquitted,  prove  upon  oath  the  exiftence  of  the  confpiracy, 
but  the  Report  of  the  Committeci  fanclioned  by  that  Houft,  ferved 
to  corroborate  the  affertion. 

**  If  the  Juries  had  been  as  well  informed  of  fa6ts  as  I  was, 
they  would  have  a£led  in  a  different  manner !  I  do  not,  however, 
attempt  to  ftigmatiAC  them  for  their  Gondud.  The  lituation  of 
this  country  has,  indeed,  the  nwft  ferious  completion  I  [Hear! 
Hear!  Haar!  from  the  oppofite  fide.]  The  fneer  of  ridicule  % 
can  defpife  in  the  difcharge  of  my  duty,  but,  at  lead,  let  gentlemen 
comprehend  my  meaning  before  they  fignify  their  approbation  oi^ 
difapprobation.  .  I  fay,  that  there  are  men  in  this  country  who 
propagate  dcx^trincs  of  the  moft  dangerous  tendency.  There  are 
men  who  pretend  to  do  one  thiQg,  while  their  real  adions  appear 
diametrically  oppofite.  There  are  men  of  a  malignant  fpirit,  who, 
to  obtain  a  parliamentary  reform,  think  any  means  juftifiable.— 
There  are  focieties,  affiliated,  after  the  example  of  the  dcteftable 
Jacobins  of  France,  whofe  aim  is  univerfal  f  jfFragc,  whofe  plarts  of 
reform  are  imprafHcable,  bec:iufe  they  would  unavoidably  intro- 
duce the  French  anarchy,  with  all  its  horrid  concomitants.  Thence 
I  conclude,  that  a  confpiracy  has  exified,  and  does  fiill  exift,  to 
overturn  the  happy  Conftitution  and  Government  of  this  country  T* 
Should  a  doubt  remain  in  the  minds  of  fober  and  impartial  meri, 
let  them  turn  their  attention  to  the  papers  and  addreifes  of  the  dii^ 
fcrcnt  focieties  who  have  been  unbounded  in  their  praifes  of  the 
French  Convention — Let  them  ferioufly  ponder  over  the  feverd 
congratulations,  written  by  their  malignant  leaders,  .and  recorded 
in  their  proceedings — Let  them  examine  alio  the  writings  of  thofc 
who  have  fupported  ^e  French  revolution,  and  thofe  who  are  th# 
jaoft  enthufiaftic  reformers.     They  will  at  once  coiled  from  thefii 
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fartjlc  fources,  the  objeft  and  fpirit  of  the  modern  reformers  ;  they 
Will  thence  he  cc^inccd  of  die  cxiftcnce  of  a  confpiracy  !  Their  af- 
fcSted  moderation  ferves  to  put  men  of  political  penetration  on  therr 
guard  ;  and  even  the  mildeft  of  their  champions  cannot  fufficicntljr' 
<fi%iiife  their  intentions. 

Of-  the  fpe(hilative  writers  on  this  fubjefl:,  one  of  the  moft  elo- 
^juent  fays,  "  Let  us  obtain  univerfal  fuffrage,  and^onarchy  and 
aoriftocracy  will  be  but  as  duft  in  the  balance."  All  this  is  tnie. 
If  univerfal  fufFrag^  be  obtained,  monarchy  and  ariftocracy  will  be 
tar  as  duft  in  the  balance,  becaufe  the  dlftrndifons  of  fociety  arc 
pfoperly  we%hed  and  adjufted  by  the  prefent  fyftem,  and  thus  the 
cquiltbriiim  retained  ;  but  univerfal  fuffrage  being  inconfiftcnt  wfth 
Cfder  and  the  true  adminiftration  of  juftlce  and  the  laws,  the  pro- 
'portions  are  deftroj^ed,  and  riot  and  confufion  will  bear  down  the 
fcale^  This  was  fully  eftablifhed  in  the  courfe  of  the  trials.  Theft 
wfeo  were  engaged,  contended  not  for  univerfal  fuffrage  only,  but 
-fcr  the  inalienable  right  of  the  people  to  effect  a  reform.  Such 
li^ts  can  exift  neither  in  this  nor  in  any  other  well-regulated  coun- 
tMj.  There  wouW  be  perpetual  innovation,  and  perpetual  confu- 
fion.    To  demand  as  a  right-  .>  ■  < 

Mr.  MAINWARING  interrupted  the  learned  gentleman  in 
his  aigument,  by  reminding  him  of  the  queftion,  from  which  he 
fiiijpe6^ed  he  had  unwarily  departed.  He  declared  he  thought  the 
learned  gentleman  was  going  beyond  the  rules  and  orders  of  iht 
Houfc. 

The  SPEAKER  was  of  opinion,  that  as  the  point  in  difpute 
ciriginated  from  an  obfervation  that  no  plot  now  cxifted  in  this  coun- 
try, and  as  the  obfervations  of  the  learned  gentleman  tended  to 
maintain  that  fuch  a  plot  did  exift,  he  could  not  be  faid  in  ftri<5^ 
ncfs  to  have  departed  from  the  rule  of  order. 

Mr.  FOX  obferved,  that  the  motion  intended  to  be  made  by 
•his  honourable  friend  ought  not  to  be  obje6^ed  to.  The  Houfe, 
ftr  the  purpofe  of  afferting  their  own  dignity  and  independence,  and 
not  from  a  defire  of  fhewing  any  difrefpetS  to  the  Crown,  for  that 
vottld  at  all  times  be  improper  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  had 
.pioceeded  to  read  a  bill,  or  do  fome  other  a6t,  previous  to  takiiie 
Ac  fpcech  from  the  Throne  into  their  confideration.  This  they 
did  firft  for  the  purpofe  of  eftablifhing,  and  afterwards  contteiiing 
a  right  which  they  now  irKX)nteftably  enjoyed,  and  it  was  a  right 
they  ihould  continue  to  enjoy,  becaufe  it  was  beneficial  to  the  Pub- 
lic ;  and  that  being  the  view  he  had  of  the  fubjedt,  he  confcffed 
that  all  the  debate  which  had  arifen  on  the  obfervation  of  his  ho- 
nourable friend's  was  ftricSly  regular,  fw  it  certainly  wa«  as  regu*' 
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br  for  one  perfon  to  aflert,  as  it  was  for  another  to  denf  the  ctift* 
,  cnce  of  a  plot.     He  liftencd  with  great  attcnticHi,  as  he  ougjht  to 
do,  to  what  he  heard  irom  the  Solicitor  General.     The  kamed 
gentleman  had  given  his  awn  opinion  on  thefe  trials,  and  he  had 
alfo  taken  notice  of  the  decifion  of  the  Juiy^     Now  in  giving  lus 
own  o{Mnitin,  even  although  his  arguments  fhould  be  againft  itf  fa( 
had  a  right  to  do  (p  ;  but  it  did  not  appear  that  the  Jury  gave  him 
any  authority  to  fay  any  thing  for  them.     Now  with  regard  to  die 
verdifl  ef  acqpittal  of  a  Jury,  Mr.  Fox  faid  he  underftood  it  to  be 
in  the  language  of  the  Conftitution  of  this  country,  an  eftabliihment 
of  the  innocence  of  the  aceufed — a  complete  vindication  of  charac- 
ter, and  reftoration  of  honour.    But  he  had  heard  language  (XMught 
which  was  to  him  entirely  new,  for  he  had  been  told  that  the  ver* 
&St  of  acquittal  was  in  effed  no  more  than  that  the  aceufed  party 
(hould  not  be  tried  again  on  the  fame  chaige.     That  was  a  defira* 
lion  of  laWy  he  truded,  he  (hould  never  hear  again,  even  from  die 
colleagues  of  that  learned  gentleman.    He  had  i^t  the  good  fortune 
to  hear  his  fpeech  on  the  late  trials,  but  there  appeared  to  him, 
fiom  what  he  had  heard  of  that  fpeech,  to  be  a  repetition  of  confix 
dcrable  jwirts  of  it  to-night.     The  learned' gentleman  had  inTifted 
on  the  exigence  of  a  treafonable  plot,  becaufe  it  appeared  that  there 
were  fome  perTons  who  wi/hed  for  univerfal  fuffirage  and  annual 
parliaments  ;  and  becaufe  addrefles  had  been  prefcntcd  to  the  French 
Convention,  or  becaufe  thefe  perfons  held  opinions  upon  political 
fuhjedis  contrary  to  thofe  of  the  learned  gentleman.     It  was  thus 
the  dodrine  of  conftrudive  treafon  was  to  be  maintained ;  doftrines, 
which  if  permitted  to  pafs  unnoticed  in  any  place  where  the  pubU- 
cation  of  opinion  was  important,  might  in  time  be  infided  upon  as 
the  law  of  the  land.    TIk  learned  gentleman  faid,  that  the  evidence 
en  the  trials  proved  the  exiftcnce  of  a  treafonable  plot ;  he  might 
think  fo ;  biit,  <Jid  the  Jury  think  fo?— Moft  unquoftionably  they 
did  not.     The  Jury  had  the  advantage  of  hearing  the  fpeech  of  that 
learned  gentleman,  but  it  did  not  convince  them ;  and,  Mr.  Fox 
faid,  if  he  might  jpdge  from  the  fpecimen,  which  the  learned  gen- 
tleman had  given  to-night,  he  believed  it  would  have  had  no  better 
effe<a  upon  himfelf.    The  learned  gentleman  faid  he  was  better  in* 
iurmcd  than  the  Jury :  but  it  did  not  appear  from  tliat  obfervation, 
that  the  learned  gentleman  bad  communicated  that  fuperior  kmmv 
(ledge,  either  on  the  trials  on  that  occa^or^,  or  to  the  Houfe  in  th^ 
prefent  inAancc.     Mr.  Fox  then  took  notice  of  the  acquittals  of 
Mr.  Hardy,  Mr.  Tooke,  Mr.  Thelwoll,  andall  the  other  gentlor 
,jnen  who  had  been  indited  as  authors  of  a  treafonable  plot,  on 
^iiliiAit  b^^l^le^  fnaintaincd  in  that  Houfe,  dbiat  extraorc|^npry  ^ps 
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ought  to  be  taken.     The  Jury  had  negatived  the  etiftcnce  of  tha* 
plot,  by  finding  them  all  not  guilty. — That  Jury  were  not  men  wh6 
had  favours  to  a(k  of  Government ; — they  were  not  Members  in 
that  Houfe  adopting  the  Report  of  a  Secret  Committee,  afterwards 
voting  for  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Ad,  and  then,  per-* 
haps,  within  a  month,  called  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers.     No  ;  they 
were  men  who  honeftly  and  confcientioufly  performed  their  dutjr, 
and  he  believed  they  performed  it  well  to  the  fatisfeftion  of  the  Pub- 
lic ;  ant^liappy  indeed  it  was  for  the  people  of  this  country  that 
their  lives  and  charaflers,  and  every  thing  they  held  moft  dear,  was 
in  fuch  hands.     Now,  how  ftood  die  cafe  ?— A  Committee  of  thar 
Houfe  had  declared  there  exifted  a  trcafonable  confpiracy  in  this 
countty ;  the  jury,  by  their  vcrdid,  had  denied  its  cxiftence.     He 
did  not  afk  the  profecutors  whether  they  were  fatisfied  of  the  exift-- 
cnce  of  a  jAot ;  he  dared  fay  they  were ;  but  he  would  alk  a  jury, 
and  ihcy  would  anfwer  him  there  was  no  fuch  plot.     With  thefe 
lefledionS)  he  thought  his  honourable  friend  fully  juftified  in  cal- 
ling the  attention  of  the  Hoqfe  as  early  as  pofiible  to  the  fubje£l ; 
for,  if  time  were  given,  fre(h  plots,  new  falfe  alarms,  and  confpi- 
racies  might  be  brought  forward  to  anfwer  the  ftmc  purpofes  as  the 
foi'mcr.     They  would  call  out  their  new  John  Nokes  and  Thomat 
Stiles,  and  all  the  herd  of  their  fptes,  to  fupport  fuch  plots,  arWl 
therefore  to  avoid  the  poflibility  of  fuch  evils  recurring,  it  was  ef- 
fential  that  no  time  Ihould  be  loft.     This  was  a  fubjeft  on  which 
diofe  who  felt  for  the  Conftitution  as  they  ought,  would  confider 
gravely,  and  the  more  efpecially  as  dodrines  had  been  maintained 
on  the  law  of  treafon,  by  Advocates,  whofe  learning  and  importance 
carried  with  their  opinion  almoft  as  much  weight  as  if  coming  from, 
the  Bench  ;  dodh-ines,  which,  if  allowed  to  creep  in,  and  eftablifli 
thcmfelves,  might,  in  procefs  of  time,  be  deftrudlivc  to  the  dvil 
liberty  of  the  country.     It  was  a  point,  therefore,  which  could  not 
be  too  foon  or  too  ferioufly  difcuflcd  ;  for  it  was  alarming  to  hear 
what  he  had  indeed  apprehended  would  be  the  cafe,  becaufe  he 
knew  that  there  was  nothing  fo  defperate,  of  which  Minifters  were 
not  capable,  that  on  fuch  pretences  the  Habeas  Corpus  a(5t  was  ta 
be  again  fufpended,  after  it  had  been  proved  already  that  the  very 
caufe  for  that  fufpenfion  did  not  cxift.     He  concluded  with  profef- 
fing  his*  readinefs  to  difcufs  the  fubjeft  at  length,  whenever  it  came 
in  a  formz^I  manner  before  the  Houfe,  but  if  his  honourable  friend 
ihould  perfift  in  making  his  motion  to-night,  he  fhould  vote  in  its 
favour. 

Mr.  Seijeant  ADAIR  faid  he  would  not  enter  at  large  into  the 
{vhje^k,  but  fome  things  he  had  heard  this  night  from  his  right  ho* 
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jiourable  friend^  iftade  it  impoffible  for  him  to  fit  ftiU;     He  had 
had  a  (hare  in  the  condudt  of  the  profecutions  alluded  to,  and  he 
fliould  not  Ihclter  himfelf  under  the  right  of  pleading  the  duty  of 
an  Advocate,  he  fliould  fcom  to  avail  himfelf  of  fuch  a  fubterfiige  ; 
in  the  part  which  he  had  taken  he  avowed  the  moft  unequivocal 
rcfponfibility,  and  he  was  ready  to  deliver  his  opinion  freely  in  that 
Houfe  upon  that  fubjedt  whenever  it  fhould  be  difcufled,  at  fiiU 
length.      This  much,  however,  he  muft  fay  now,  that  he  did  not 
agree  with  his  right  honourable  friend  as  to  the  conftitutional  ope- 
ration of  a  verdi6l  of  acquittal  in  a  Court  of  Juftide.     He  had  faid 
tiiat  fuch  an  acquittal  was  a  complete  eftablifliment  of  innocence, 
^d  a  complete  juftification  of  the  accufed.  .   So  little  did  he  think 
tfiat  to  be  the  cafe,  that  no  perfon  was  bound  to  form  that  conclu- 
fion  for  himfelf  in  that  Houfe.     Out  of  that  Houfe  it  was  unquef- 
tionably  every  man's  duty  not  to  arraign  the  verdict  of  any  jury> 
but  in  that  Houfe  there  was  no  fuch  injunction  when  the  fijbjeA 
came  to  be  difcufled.     Neither  the  prefumption  of  common  fenfe, 
nor  any  rule  of  legiflative  difcuflion  required  that  any  Member  of 
that  Houfe  fhould  agree  in  declaring  that  a  perfon  was  wholly  and 
entirely  innocent  of  an  offence  laid  to  his  charge,  becaufe  he  flood 
acquitted  in  a  Court  of  Juftice.     As  well  might  it  be  faid  that  an 
houfe-breaker,    highway-man,    or  pick-pocket,  was  as  pure  and 
honourable  a  eharader  as  his  right  honourable  friend,  merely  be- 
caufe by  the  forms  of  a  Court  of  Law  he  fliould  be«entitled  to  hit 
acquittal.     The  truth  was,  that  every  man  accuftomed  to  attend 
Courts  of  Jiiftice,  knew  that  many  guilty  men  were  acquitted,  not 
becaufe  any  real  doubts  might  be  entertained  of  their  guilt,  but  be- 
caufe they  were  entitled  to  that  acquittal  by  the  ftrift  rules  of  legal 
evidence.     He  obferved  he  did  not  expeft  to  hear  it  argued,  that 
merely  from  the  efFed  of  an  acquittal,  and  without  attending  to 
any  other  circiimftances,  the  accufed  party  muft  be  confideVed  as 
purely  innocent.     He  fliould  not  arraign  the  verdid  of  a  jury  any 
trhere  elfe,  nor  did  he  wifli  to  fay  any  thing  upon  this  fubjedt. 
The  jury  were  conftituted  as  they  ought  to  be  conftituted,  they 
were  nominated  by  the  Sheriff  in^the  ufual  form,  and  returned. 
On  the  time  for  proceeding  to  the  challenges,  a  vaft  number  of 
them  appeared  to  be  difqualified,  fcarcely  enow  attending  to  al- 
jow  the  prifoner  his  peremptory  challenges,  and  the  Crown  the 
challenges  in  the  form  the  law  required.     It  was  not  neceflary 
that  the  jury  fliould  be  clearly  fatisfied  of  the  entire  innocence  of 
the  party  accufed  in  order  to  acquit  him  ;  if  there  v^as  a  doubt  in 
their  mind,  that  doubt  was  fuffieient  ground  for  their  acquittal.' 
;But  would  any  noan  fay  that  becaufe  upon  fuch  a  doubt,  tliey  might 
Vol,  XL.  C 
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acquit,  therefore  there  was  no  ground  for  the  charge,  or  diat  thfc 
party  was  entirely  innoc6nt  ?  It  had  been  faid  that  do6h:ines  of 
high  treafon  which  were  dangerous  to  the  Conftitutiori,  had  bfcen 
maintained  on  the  late  trials.  He  knew  not  to  whom  in  particular 
that  obfervation  was  dire6ted.  He  was  ready  to  take  the  refponfi- 
bility  on  himfelf  for  what  he  had  faid  upon  thefe  trials.  He  alfo 
had  noticed  much  of  what  had  been  faid  by  others,  and  in  no  in- 
fiance  did  there  appear  to  him  any  thing  that  could  warrant  fuch 
an  obfervation.  The  two  learned  gentlemen  who  took  the  lead  in* 
the  profecutions,  had  fo  condudled  themfclves  as  to  rivet  his  efteem 
to  them  for  ever.  He  concluded  with  obferving  that  he  Ihould 
have  fat  filent  if  he  had  not  heard  fome  do6lrines,  which,  in  hii 
©pinion,  ought  to  be  refuted,  efpecially  as  tjiey  catfie  from  an  au- 
tiiority  which  was  fo  juftly  and  fo  highly  refpefted. 

Mr.  FOX,  after  a  fhort  compliment  to  the  learned  and  honour- 
able gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  obferved,  that  no  refpcdl  or  efteerri 
which  he  might  have  for  him  fhould  bias  his  opinion  upon  any  fub- 
je&.  He  did  not  mean  to  inlinuate  that  that  learned  gentleman 
had  delivered  any  opinion  as  an  advocate,  which  he  did  not  believe 
to  be  a  juft  one.  Notwithftanding  that,  Mr.  Fbx  obferved,  that 
nothing  (hould  deter  him  from  forming  and  delivering  his  own  fen- 
timents,  the  more  efpecially  upon  points  that  involve  every  thing 
that  can  be  dear  to  ey^ry  honeft  man  in  this  country.  And  upon 
this  he  would  rfiow  declare  that  much  of  the  doftrine, maintained  on 
the  late  trials  for  high  treafon  was  contrary,  as  it  appeared  to  him, 
to  the  letter,  and  to  the  fpirit  of  the  acl  of  Parliament  of  the  25th 
«f  Edward  HI.  and  as  far  as  he  had  examined,  not  warranted  upon 
iiny  good  legal  authority,  do6lrines  which  he  knew  to  be  incompa- 
tible with  the  fpirit  of  any  good  law,  and  which  he  believed  to  be 
difgufting  to  the  moft  enlightened  and  independent  fobjedts  of  Great 
Britain.  With  refped  to  the  cffeA  of  the  verdidt  of  the  jury,  all 
he  had  pronounced  was  the  opinion  of  the  jury  ;  they  had  expreffed 
no  doubts,  and  he  knew  of  none  ;  therefore,  he  took  it  as  it  ap- 
peared, that  the  accufed  were  innocent,  becaufe  they  were  pro- 
nounced, not  guilty.  He  had  no  difficulty  in  faying  his  opinion 
coincided  with  that  of  the  jury.  If  there  were  any  difference,  it 
was  only  that  he  thought,  when  the  proceedings  for  the  profecution 
were  clofed,  he  (hould  have  told  the  prifoner,  you  need  not  enteir 
upon  your  defence,  you  are  acquitted,  becaufe  the  evidence  for  the 
Crown  is  infufficicnt. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  would  not  advert  to  much  of 
what  he  had  heard  upon  this  fubjedl  on  the  other  fide,  becaufe 
proper  anfwers  had  been  given  to  moft  of  the  arguments  already* 
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He  wifticd  the  Houfc  to  recoUcft  what  die  qucftion  was  which  waf 
now  before  them.    It  was  perfeflly  true  that  in  point  of  form,  f 
bill  ihould  be  read  previous  to  the  entering  on  the  difcuflion  of  thf 
fpeech  from  the  Throne,  and  therefore  a  motion  for  it  was  always 
jpade,    but  it  was  always  a  formal  motion,  and  he  believed  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find,  in  the  courfe  of  praftical  J)ufinefs,  an  io- 
fiance  where  the  Houfe  had  proceeded  beyond  die  mere  point  of 
form.      No  doubt  could  be  entertained  of  the  right  which  the 
Houfe  had  to  enter  upon  ferious  bufinefs  previous  to  the  difcuffioa 
of  His  Majefty*s  fpeech  ;  but  this  was  a  right  which  was  not  to  ht 
ufed  but  in  cafes  of  extreme  urgence.     Now,  what  was  the  caff 
here  ?     An  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  that  a  certain  bill,  the 
operation  of  which  fufpended  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft,  .ought  to  bf 
repealed.      What  reafon  was  there  for  repealing  it  now  ?    He  would 
fay  there  could  be  none,    unlefs  it  was  meant  to  be  alledged  that 
what  Parliament  had  aded  upon,  after  due  deliberation,  was  now 
difproved  ;  or  that  the  conduct  of  Government  had  been  fo  repre- 
henfible  that  they  had  manifeftly  abufed  the  difcretion  which  had 
been  repofed  in  them.     Now,  would  any  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  fide  take  fuch  ground  and  juftify  either  of  thefe 
propofitions  ?  They  faid  the  jury  had  negatived  the  exiftence  of  a 
plot.     He  aiErmcd,  they  had  done  no  fuch  thing.     They  had  ne- 
gatived the  exiftence  of  die  charge,  upon  the  proof  exhibited  within 
the  line  of  law,  in  the  manner  and  form  ftated  in  the  indictment ; 
they  had  not  negatived  that  part  of  the  charge  which  was  the  ground 
of  the  fufpenfioft.of  the  Habeas  Corpus  a6l,  namely,  that  thefe  per- 
fons  were  parties  to  a  confpiracy,  if  not  of  treafon,  to  a  crime  a» 
great  in  moral  guilt,  and  as  dangerous  to  the  rights  and  privilegcg 
of  Parliament,    and  to  the  tranquillity  of  the  country,  as  treafon, 
or  any  other  offence  can  be.     The  verdidl  of  acquittal,   therefore, 
was  not  conclufive  evidence  to  the  fatisfadion  of  the  Houfe,    that 
the  bill  for  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft  ought  to  be  rep^^iled. 
He  was  for  one  prepared  to  argue  that  all  the  fubftantial  grounds, 
(he  fpoke  not  of  formal  or  technical  treafon,  but  of  that  fpecics  of 
moral  guilt  and  dangerous  tendency  which  made  precaudon  pecef- 
fary,  and  which,  he  believed,  in  the  opinion  of  the  world  at  large, 
was  as  deftru6live  to  the  State  as  any  treafon  whatever,  did  exift) 
were  proved  upon  thefe  trials.     Whether  it  would  be  ncceffary  to 
continue  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  a<3:,  he  would  not 
now  argue,    becaufe  it  was  not  now  necelTary  to  argue  it.     He 
could  not,  however,  leave  it  without  faying  that  he  faw  no  reafojn 
far  abandoning  the  caution  w)iich  the  Legiflature  had  providcd.-as- 
Pc  muft  alfo  add,  that  if  it  fliall  appear  after  tjie  trials  of  $he  perform 
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charged  in  this  indictment  for  high  treafon,  that  they  have  not  bcert 
fupported  fo  as  to  lead  to  the  proof  of  legal  guilt  againft  the  indivi- 
duals: but  if  they  have  been  in  the  opinion  of  the  Public,  guilty  of 
4  defign  as  dangerous  as  any  that  ever  were  attempted,  which  do 
not  come  within  the  degree  of  puniftimcnt  which  the  law  at  prefent 
provides,     Parliament  would  then  do  wifely  to  confider  whether 
more  or  lefs  precaution  to  prevent  fuch  mifchief  (hall  be  adopted* 
He  would  not  anticipate  what  the  decifion  of  the  Houfc  would  be 
upon  that  fubjedt ;  nor  would  he  now  declare  his  own  opinion  on 
the  fubjedl.      But  he  would  not  admit  the  queftion  to  have  been  de- 
cided on  the  certain  grounds,  and  particularly  the  high  tone  which 
had  been  adopted  this  day.     He  then  proceeded  to  juftify  the  officers 
of  Government  as  to  the  length  of  the  confinement  of  perfons  who 
Itood  charged,    and  contended  that  they  fufFered  no  hardfhips  to 
which  they  w^ould  not  have  been  fubjeded,  under  the  charges  ex- 
hibited againft  them,  if  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft  had  never  been  fuf- 
pended.     He  bbferved,  that  Government  were  juftified  in  the  ac- 
cufations  they  made  againft  them  on  the  evidence  which  they  had 
«n  opportunity  of  hearing  ;  they  could  but  hear  One  fide,   the  de- 
fence was  not  open  to  them. '    On  what  they  heard,  thefe  perfons 
V^ere   committed,    regularly  charged  with  their  indiftmcnts,   and 
thefe  indidments  werfe  found  true  bills  by  the  grand  jury.     No 
higher  juftification  could  be  had,  nor  could  there  be  found  a  more 
iatisfadory  anfwer  to  all  complaints  againft  the  proceedings  adopted, 
with'refped  to  thd  perfons  that  had  been  accufed.      Under  all  thefe 
circumftances,   there  was  nothing  which  could  or  ought  to  decide 
the  mi  rid  of  any  impartial  man  agninft  the  renewal  of  the  fufpen- 
fion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  adi.      It  was  a  meafure  now  as  much  as 
ever  neceffar}^  for  the  public  fafety.      Bot  leaving  all  thefe  points 
behind,  there  was  nothing  in  what  had  been  faid  to-night,    which 
ought  to  induce  the  Houfe  not  to  proceed  to  bufinefs,  on  w^hich  the 
public  attention  was  fixed,  or  to  depart  from  the  comn:K)n  order  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  confidcred  the  verdift  of  a  jury  in  acquitting 
any  perfon  chained  with  a  crime  conclulive  evidence  in  juftice,  in 
morals,  and  in  common  fenfe,  and  a  complete  juftification  of  inno- 
cence. He  had  ever  underftood  it  as  a  maxim  of  Englifti  law, 
that  every  perfon  was  to  be  confidered  innocent  till  he  was  found 
guilty.  He  expreffed  great  indignation  at  fome  of  the  dodrine  he 
had  heard  to-night  from  the  minifterial  fide  of  the  Houfc,  and  de- 
clared that  after  what  he  had  heard,  he  (hould  not  be  furprized  to  . 
hear  it  propofed  from  that  quarter,  that  a-BafUUe  (hould  be  ercftcd 
|n  this  country.  -      .    - 
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Mr.  SHERIDAN  replied  fhortly  to  all  the  obfervations  which 
had  been  made  on  his  propofed  motion.     He  faid  that  the  bill,  the 
reading  ©f  which  he  oppofed,  was  a  bill  for  pre^nting  clandeftine 
outlawries.   He  had'  no  objeflion  to  fuch  a  bill ;  but  what  he  chiefly 
had  in  view  was  to  prevent  a  bill  for  the  clandedine  outlawry  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  a6V,  and  the  beft  fccurities  for  the  lives  and  liberties 
of  die  people.      When  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ^oke  of  tli^ 
fuipenfion  having  been  voted  on  folemn  deliberation,  he  was  not  in 
the  Mgheft  form  of  memory,  for  it  was  hurried  through  the  Houfe 
with  unprecedented  precipitation,  in  only  two  days,  and  without 
even  the  fornoality  of  a  previous  notice.     By  the  trials  for  treafon, 
and  the  declaration  of  a  learned  gentleman,  it  appeared  that  there 
were  at  leaft  two  culprits,  vjz.  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General, 
who  had  either  profecuted  perfons  who  were  not  engaged  in  the  fup- 
pofed  confpiracy,  or  neglected  to  bring  forward  the  evidence  to  con- 
vict them,  although  they  were  in  pofleflion  of  fuch  evidence.     He 
was  under  no  neceffity  of  perfifting  in  his  motion  now  ;  he  could 
make  it  at  any  time  he  pleafed.     He  had  hinted  already,  that  if  the 
Houfedid  not  wifli  to  hear  it  now,-  he  would  not  now  perfift  in  it. 
The  time  would  foon  come  when  the  fubjecl  fhould  be  ferioufly  dif- 
cuffed.     He  took  therefore  this  opportunity  of  giving  notice,  that 
as  every  word  he  had  heard  from  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  had  con- 
firmed him  in  his  opinion,  that  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
aft  was  intended  to  be  renewed,  he  (hould  take  the  earlicft  day  be 
could  to  bring  forward  the  difcuflion.     He  was  determined  to  allow 
no  time  to  concert  plans  for  exciting  alarm,  no  time  to  make  fre(h 
falfe  accufations,  no  time  to  mar(bal  and  arrange  fpies,  but  to  call 
at  once  upon  the  Miniftcrs  for  their  rcafons  for  continuing  to  deprive 
the  People  of  this  country  of  their  deareft  rights,  after  every  honeft 
man  was  convinced  that  the  whole  ftory  of  plots  and  confpiracics  was 
nothing  but  a  wicked  fabrication.     He  then  took  notice  of  the  ob- 
fervations of  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair,  as  to  the  right  a  Member  of  Par- 
liament had  in  that  tloufe  to  revife  the  opinion  of  a  jury.     He  dif- 
fered entirely  from  the  learned  Serjeant,  for  he  thought  that  Houfe 
was  the  laft  place  in  England  io  which  fuch  a  verdid  (liould  be  ar- 
raigned.    He  took  notice  alfo  of  the  obfervation  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  of  the  grand  jury  having  found  the  till  againft 
the  perfons- who  were  tried  for  high  treafon.     That   right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  forgotten  to  take  notice  that  a  Secret  Commit 
tec  in  that  and  in  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  had    previoufly  - 
found  their  bills  upon  the  very  fame  fubjeds  by  their  reports.  This, 
amongft  others,  was  a  very  ftrong  reafon  why  that  Houfe  fliould  be 
very  cautious  in  faying  or  doing  any  thing  that  might  tend  to  coun- 
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tcraft  the  impreffion,  which  the  ver(U(3s  of  acquittal  had  juftly  made 
on  the  public  mind  ;  becaufe  it  would  appear  by  their  fecond  inter-^ 
ference  in  this  extra-judicial  proceeding,  as  if  they  were  endeavour- 
ing to  fupport  their  own  former  decifion,  againft  the  honeft  opinion 
of  mankind  in  genei^l.     He  obferved  alfo,  that  now  the  charge  g£ 
high  treafon,  or  treafonable  confpiracy,  was  given  up,  even  by  the 
Minifter  htmfelf ;  but  for  the  purpofe  of  continuing  the  fufpenfion 
of  the  Habeas  Corpus  ad,  he  might  find  it  ferviceable  to  his  views 
to  alledge  there  exifted  a  fpecies  of  minor  confpiracy  ;  and  it  ought 
to  be  remembered,  that  if  this  minor  confpiracy  only  had  been  al- 
ledged  originally,  the  Minifter  would  not  have  been  empowered  by 
Jaw  to  feize  the  papers  of  the  accufed' party  ;  for  nothing  (hort  of  a 
pofitive  charge  of  high  treafon  could  havejuftified  that  ftep.     He 
concluded  with  giving  notice,  that  he  fhould  to-morrow  name  the 
carlieft  day  poffible  for  the  difcuffion  of  this  important  fubje(5t. 
The  bill  for  preventing  Clandeftine  Outlawries  was  then  read. 
Mr.  SHERIDAN  laid,  he  was  forry.to  interrupt  the  bufineft 
of  the   day  a  fecond  time  ;  but  what  he  had  now  to  ftate  was  an 
irpportant  point  of  order.     He  thought  he  faw  an  illuftrious  ftran- 
ger  (Mr.  Dundas)  in  the  body  of  the  Houfe,  to  whom,  whatever 
might  be  his  merits,  to  pay  any  greater  degree  of  attention  than  to 
l>ther  ftrangers,  was  irregular*     By  Mr.  Burke's  bill,  which  abo- 
lifhed  the  office  of  Third  Secretary  of  State,  and  enafted,  that  if 
Hisf  Majefty,  at  any  future  period,  (hould  think  proper  to  revive 
the  office,  the  perfon  appointed  to  it,  if  a  Member  ,of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  (hould    vacate   his  feat,  he  apprehended  the  right  ho- 
nourable  gentleman  was  no  longer  a  Member.     Lord  Grenville, 
.they  all  knew,  was  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Foreign  Department, 
and  he  wifhed  to  know  whether  the  Duke  of  Portland  and  the  rigl^t 
honourable  gentleman  was  one  Secretary  of  State,  or  two  Secretaries 
of  State  ;  becaufe  if  they  were  two,  he  Conceived  that  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  from  the  nature  of  his  office,  muft  be  the 
Third  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  did  not  know  why  this  inquiry 
had  been  made,  unlefs  it  were  to  throw  an  impediment  in  the  way 
of  the  important  matters  the  Houfe  had  to  difcufs.  It  appeared  to 
him  rather  Angular,  that  Mr.  Sheridan,  who  had  given  up  the 
motion  he  propofed,  on  a  fubjeft  he  thought  of  the  greateft  import- 
ance, (hould  now  come  forward  with  another  fcarcely  of  much  le& 
moment.  He  thought  the  hpno^rable  ger^tleman  had  not  afted  with 
?iny  great  degree  of  candour  towards  Mr,  Dundas,  in  endeavouring, 
as  he  had  done  on  the  former  difcuffion,  to  inveigh  and  entrap  him 
mo  a  delivery  of  his  fentin^cnts  in  t^iat  Houfe^  apd  immediately'  tf 
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found  on  that  circumftance  an  accofadon  which  would  fubjcft  his 
i%ht  honourable  friend  to  a  penalty  of  560I.     If  M t.  Sheridan  had 
IBaile  Ks  motion,  it  would  have   anfwercd  his  argument-     Fot 
what  wbuld  it  appear  that  Mt.  Dundas  had  accepted  more  than  he 
ind  poffeiTed  before  ?  He  held  the  fame  feals,  and  tranfaded  the 
&tne  biififlefs  which  he  had  done  for  a  coniiderable  time  ;  the  Duke 
cf  Pordand  merely  bore  the  name  of  Secretary.     The  honouraA)l6 
.  gentleman   had  afked,  Who  exercifed  the  new  office  ?    To  that 
<iae(tion  the   anfwer  wa^  extremely  jrfain  ;  the  natural  reply  to  it 
was,  that  that  perfon  who  laft  accepted  the  office,  was  invefted  with 
thfe  ticw  office.     The  honourable  gentleman,  he  faid,  when  he  af- 
ferted  that  the  a<9:  left  only  two  departments,  was  not,  to  make  ufk 
of  his  own  cxpreffion,  in  his  higheft  form  of  memory.     The  hSt 
was,  Aat  the  hoAie  and  foreign  departments  were  entirely  new  ar- 
rahgcments,  made  by  the  Miniftry  by  whom  that  bill  was  paffed. 
It  was  not  a  divifion  of  the  bulinefs,  for  the  King  might  fignify  his 
{dtaiure  to  any  perfon  either  at  home  or  abroad,  through  any  chan- 
nel he  thought  expedient.     It  was  fully  competent  either  fo  the 
Duke  of  Portland  or  Lord  Grenville  to  convey  the  King's  pleafurc 
tb  any  |)erfon,  whether  in  the  department  ofwhic^he  nominally 
bore  die  direction  or  not.     The  arrangements  might  be,  and  were, 
Jhade  as  befl  fuited  the  convenience  of  affairs,  and  as  they  were  beft 
calculated  to  produce  facility  and  expedition  into  the  condudl  of  the 
pMc  bufinefs.     This  he  thought  would  be  fatisfaftory  to  every 
rafonable  man,  and  would  convince  the  Houfe  that  Mr.  Sheridaa 
had  interfered  upon  no  good  grounds,  and  at  an  unfeafonable  pe* 
nod« 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  it  was  extraordinary  tiiat,an  attack 
fiiould  be  made  on  him  for  want  of  candour,  accompanied  by  an 
tecufation  of  an  attempt  to  inveigle  and  entrap  the  honeft  fimpUc4ty 
and  innocence  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary,  in  order  to  make 
him  pay  the  fum  of  5  col.  ;  if  this  had  been  fo,  he,  however,  thought 
Mr.  Dundas  fully  able  to  pay  fuch  a  fum.  out  of  the  emoluments  of 
his  places,  which  certainly  wete  not  inconfiderable.  According  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Duke  of  Portland  was  the 
nominal  Third  Secretary  of  State  :  a  more  refpedful  mode  of  men- 
tioning his  minifterial  office  might  have  been  adepted  by  his  ne^ 
fiiends.  What  confirmed  him  in  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Dundafs 
mufl  be  the  third  Secretary  of  State  was,  the  right  honourable  gen- 
deman's  declaration,  on  a  former  occafidn,  that  he  had  accepted 
the  office  he  then  held  merely  as  a  temporary  accommodation  to  His 
Majefly's  fervice,  artd  that  he  never  went  to  bed  at  night,  or  roft 
ia  die  morning,  without  feeling  that  he  had  undertaken  more  bufi- 
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nefs  than  he  was  able  to  perform.  In  confeqacnce,  he  thouglit  the 
great  political  Alcides  had  been  called  in  from  Burlington  Houfe, 
ut  quiefcat  Atlas.  It  was  lamentable  to  fee  an  aft,  which  was 
one  of  the  many  that  did  honour  to  the  political  charader  of  its  au- 
thor, violated  in  the  fpirit,  if  not  in  the  letter,  by  thofe  who  had 
been  the  loudeft  in  its  praife.  Calling  .the  Duke  of  Portland  the 
Third  Secretary  of  State,  was^  a  mere  juggle  to  evade  the  a<ft,  anrd 
the  old  dminous,feals  held  by  Lord  George  Gcrmaine,'  more  par- 
ticularly ominous  from  the  fimilarity  of  gircumftances,  were  rum- 
maged out.  Great  as  his  refpeft  for  that  nobleman  was,  he  fhoulc^ 
always  lament  that  he  had  condefcended  to  take  them  into  his  pof- 
feffion.    . 

Mr.  DUNDAS  rofe  to  correal  an  error  of  Mr.  Sheridan.     Hd 
had  formerly,  he  faid,  complained  of  the  great  labour  of  his  em- 
ploy, and  he  was  now  relieved,  not  only  of  the  hardftiips  but  of 
the  emoluments  of  his  office.     He  enjoyed  no  fuch  falary  as  had 
been  hinted.     He  would  not  conceal  any  thing  that  was  honour- . 
able  for  him  to  accept,  or  proper  for  the  King  to  grant ;  he  had 
only  obeyed  the  King's  commands,  and  he  fhould  never  difavow 
fuch  obedience,  where  the  Public  had  made  any  acquifition,  fuch 
ias  he  was  fure  they  had  made,  from  the  transfer  of  the  duties  of 
die  office  to  a  nobleman,  by  whom  they  would  be  difchafged  with, 
the  higheft  integrity  and  ability.      Mr.  Sheridan,  he  pbferved,  had 
mifreprefented  what  Mr.  Pitt  fai(l,  as  to  the  Duke's  bearing'  the 
name  only  of  the  office.     Mr.  Pitt  had  faid  no  fuch  thing.      He 
fhould  not  have  undcrftood  Mr.  Sheridan  on  this  fubject,  had  he 
not  met  with  fome  fuch  allufions  in  the  newfpapers,  to  which  he 
paid  no  great  attention.     The  Duke  of  Portland,  whom  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  and  his  friends  formerly  took  all  occafions  to 
praife,   was  not  a  nominal  Secretary  of  State,  for  in  his  office  was 
all  the  bufinefs  within  the  home  department,  of  Great  Britain, 
Ireland,  and  the  Colonies.     He  thought  the  Duke  of  Portland'i 
name  fliould  have  been  ufed  with  more  decorum  by  a  perfon  pro- 
feffing  to  refpe^El  him. 

Mr.  FOX  wifhed  to  know  which,  in  faift,  was  the  third  Se- 
cretary; for  though  he  did  not  think  the  letter  of  the  law  reached  the 
cafe,  yet  he  was  convinced  that  the  fpirit  of  it  had  been  invaded. 
It  had  been  faid  that  the  laft  appointed  was  of  courfe  the  third  Se- 
cretary ;  this  was  a  curious  affertion,  and  led  to  an  abfurd  conclu- 
fion ;  for  on  this  ground  every  perfon,  whatever  powers  might  be 
cntrufted  to  him,  who  laft  came  into  office,  was  to  be  confidered  as 
the  third  Secretary,  as  defcribed  in  the  bill,.  Did  the  Minifters 
mean  to  reduce  the  bill  to  this  ?  (he  thought  he  could  venture  to 
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rfc  the  noble  Duke  hitnfelf,  and  be  fure  of  his  anfwcr)  that  there 
might  be  three  Secretaries  of  State,  cbnfiftently  with  the  principles 
of  the  aft,  while  any  one  of  them  had  not  a  feat  in  the.  Houfe  of 
Cooiinons ;  this  was  an  abfurdlty  that  no  man  could  advance.  It 
ms  incumbent  on  thofe  who  thought  that  that  z&  was  an  honour 
to  thofe  who  propofed  and  fupported  it,  to  confider  whether  fomc- 
thing  fliould  not  be  done  to  prevent  its  becoming  nugatory  and  ufc- 
lefs.  He  was  forry  to  fee  the  Duke  of  Portland,  of  whom  he 
ihould  never  fpeak  but  in  terms  that  became  the  refpeft  he  felt  from 
long  political  connexion  and  private  friendlhip,  accepting  an  office 
which  he  himfelf  had  formerly  thought  ought  to  be  abolifhed. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  » there  were  not  more  offices  nof 
more  falaries  tftan  before  the  Duke  of -Portland  had  the  name  and 
the  power  of  a  Secretary  of  State* 

Mr.  FOX  aflced  if  there  were  not,  in  the  third  office,  an  Under 
Secretary  and  Clerks  ;  and,  whether  they  had  any  falaries  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  reported,  that  the  Houfe  had  attended  Hi^ 
Majefty  in  the  Houii?  of  Peers,  where  His  Majefty  was  pleafed  to 
make  a  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  4he  throne  to  both  Houfcs  of 
Parliament ;  of  which,  Mr.  Speaker  faid,  he  had,,  to  prevent  mif- 
takes,  obtained  a  copy,  which  he  read  to  the  Houfe,  and  is  as  foU 
ioweth,  viz. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

JfUr  the  uniform  experience  which  I  hceoe  had  of  your  zealous  re- 
gard for  the  interejis  of  my  People y  it  is  a  great  fatisfa^ion  to  me  to 
recur  to  your  advice  and  affjiancey  at  a  period  which  calls  for  the  full 
^ertion  of  your  energy  and  wifdom. 

Notwithjlanding  the  dijappointments  and  reverfes  which  we  have  ex^ 
p^rienced  in  the  courfe  of  the  lafi  campaign^  I  retain  a  firm  ccnvi^im 
^the  necejjity  ofpeifijling  in  a  vigorous  profecution  of  the  juji  and  w- 
(f§ary  war  in  which  we  are  engaged, 

Yqu  will,  I  am  confident y  agree  with  me^  that  it  is  only  from  firm-- 
•^fs  and  perfeve  ranee  that  we  can  hope  for  the  rej^oration  of  peace  on 
Jafe  and  honourable  grounds y  and  for  the  ^refervation  and  permanent 
/ecurity  of  our  deare/i  ititerefis. 

In  confiderifig  the  Jituation  of  our  enemies y  you  will  not  fail  to  ob- 
Jeroey  that  the  efforts  which  have,  led  to  their  fuccefj'esy  and  the  unex^ 
omfkd  means  by  which  alone  thofe  efforts  could  have  been  fupported ^  have 
produced  among  'themfelves  the  pernicious  effeffs  which  were  to  be  ex^ 
fe&d;  and  tbat^  every  thing  which  has  paffed  in  the  interior  of  the 
mmiry,  hasjbewn  the  progrejjive  ^and  rapid  decay  of  their  re/ourcesj 
9tdtheinfiability  of  every  part  of  that  violent  and  unnatural  fyfiem. 
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tuhich  is  equally  ruinous  to  France  and  incompatible  with  the  tranquil*- 
lity  (f  6ther  nations. 

The  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces  have  neverthelefs  been 
Udy  by  afenfeofprefent  difficulties y  to  enter  into  negociations  for  peacM 
with  the  party  now  prevailing  in  that  unhappy  country.  No  ejlablijbed 
Government  or  independent  State  cany  under  the  prefent  eircumftances^ 
derive  real  fecurity  from  fuch  negociations  :  on  our  party  they  could  no$ 
be  attemptedy  without  fcu:rificing  both  our  honour  and  fafety  to  an  enemy 
whofe  chief  animojity  is  avowedly  directed  againji  thefe  kingdoms. 

/  hctve  therefore  continued  to  ufe  the  mojt  effectual  means  for  thefur^ 
ther  augmentatipn  of  my  forces  ;  and  I  Jhall  omit  no  opportunity  of  con-- 
4erting  the  operations  of  the  next  campaign  with  fuch  of  the  Powers  of 
Europe  as  are  impreffed  with  the  fame  fe^^fe  of  the  neceffity  of  vigour  and 
txertion.  I  place  the  fullefl  reliance  on  the  valour  of  my  force Sy  and  on 
the  affe£ficn  and  public  fpirit  of  my  people y  in  whofe  behalf  I  am  con^ 
tendingy  and  whofe  fafety  and  happinefs  are  the  objeSis  of  my  conflant 
folicitude.  '  -        '  < 

The  local  importance  ^Corfica,  and  the  fpirited  efforts  of  its  inha* 
bit  ants  to  deliver  themfelves  from  the  yoke  of  France,'  determined  me  not 
to  withhold  the  protection  which  they  fought  for ;  and  I  hauejince  acr- 
iepted  the  crown  and  fovereignty  of  that  country,,  according  to  an  m- 
Jirumenty  a  copy  of  which  I  have  directed  to  be  laid  before  you. 

I  have  great  pleafure  in  informing  you,  that  I  have  concluded  a 
treaty  of  amity,  commerce y  'and  navigationy  with  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  which  it  has  been  my  ohjeB  to  remove y  as  far  as  pofftble^, 
edl  grounds  ofjealoufy  and  mifunderfianding,  and  to  improve  an  inter^ 
courfe  beneficial  to  both  countries.  As  foon  as  the  ratifications  Jhall  have 
been  exchanged,  I  will  direB  a  copy  of  this  treaty  to  be  laid  before  you^ 
in  order  that  you  may  confide  r  of  the  propriety  of  making  fuck  provijions 
^s  may  appear  neceffaryfor  carrying/tt  into  effeSf. 

I  have  the  greateji  fatisfa£lion  in  announcing  ^to  you  the  happy  event 

§f  the  conclujion  of  a  treaty  for  the  marriage  of  my  fon  the  Prince  of 

■  Wales  with  the  Princefs  Caroline,  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Brunf- 

,    wick  ;  the  conjlant  proofs  of  your  affedion  for  my  perfon  and  family^ 

perfuade  mcy  that  you  will  participate  in  the  fentiments  I  feel  on  an  oc*^ 

^afion  fo   interefiing  to  my  domejiic  happinefs,  and  thai  you  will  enable 

me  to  make  provijion  for  fu(h  an  eflablifhmenty  as  you  may  think  fuit^ 

able  to  the  rank  and  dignity  of  the  heir  apparent  to  the  crown  of  thefe 

.    kingdoms. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
The  confiderations  which  prove  the  neceffity  of  a  vigorous  profecution 
ef  the  wary  willy  I  doubt  noty  induce  you  to  make  a  timely  and  ample 
frmjmfor  thefeveral  branches  of  the  public  fervice,  the  ejiimatesfir 
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tfbich  I  home  direSted  to  pe  hud  before  you.  ff^lle  I  regret  the  ne- 
eejftiy  of  large  additional  burdens  on  my  fubje^s^  it  is  ajuji  conjolation 
4uidJatisfa£lion  to^me  to  obferve  theftate  of  our  credit ^  commerce^  and 
refources,  which  is  the  natural  refult  of  the  continued  exertions  ofin-- 
iujlry^  under  the  protection  of  a  free  and  well-regulated  Government. 

.  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

^J'-iftfi^/^  of  the  blejfmgs  now  fo  long  enjoyed  by  this  country  wiUy 
t  am  perfuadedy  entourage  you  to.  make  every  effort ^  fuhich  can  enablt 
you  to  tranfmit  thofe  blejjings  unimpaired  to  your  pojierity, 

I  entertain  a  confident  hope  that^  under  the  protection  of  Providence^ 
mid  with  canjiancy  and  perfeverance  on  our  party  the  principles  offocial 
order y  morality ^  and  religiony  will  ultimately  be  fuccejful ;  and  that  my 
faithful  People  will  find  tffeir  prefent  exertions  andfacrifices  rewarded 
by  the  fecure  and  permanent  enjoyment  of  tranquillity  at  homCy  and  by 
the  deliverance  of  Kuropc  from  the  greatejl  danger  with  which  it  has 
been  threatened  Jince  the  ejiablifljment  of  civilized Jocietyn 

Sir  EDWARD  KNATCHBULL,  in  rifing  to  move  the  Ad-, 
drefs,*  exprefTed  much  diffidence,  and  could  have  wilhed  that  the 
important  tafk  had  fallen  to  others.  He  hop^d,  however,  for  the 
indulgence  of  the  Houfe  while  he  recapitulated  the  heads  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  fpeech,  as  containing  the  grounds  of  the  Addrefs  which  he 
meant  to  propofe,  and  which  he  flattered  himfelf  could  not  fail  of 
meeting  with  general  concurrence.  He  difclaimed  all  intentipn  of 
entering  into  the  particulars  of  the  laft  unfortunate  campaign,  (un- 
fortunate he  was  juftified  in  calling  it,  from  the  fpeech  delivered 
from  the  Throne.)  Adminiftration,  undoubtedly,  was  refponfible 
for  all  the  meafures  that  had  been  adopted  during  the  prefent  war. 
He  meant  not  to  throw  the  fljghteft  blame  upon  Government ;  he 
did  not  believe  that  the  ill  fuccefs  originated  widi  them,  and  there 
was  no  doubt  but  they  would  be  able  to  give  complete  fatisfaftion 
on  this  bufinefs.  It  appeared,  from  His  Majefty  s  fpeech,  that  the 
States  General  had  entered  into  a  negociation  of  peace,  with  the 
French.  As  that  negociation  was  now  depending,  Sir  Edward 
dioiight  it  would  be  improper  to  make  any  comments  upon  it.— ^ 
He  regretted  ipuch,  that  all  idea  of  peace  under  circumftanccs  of 
fefety  and  honour  to  the  country,  was  at  prefent  hopelefs.  The 
continuation  of  the  war  with  incrcafed  vigour  and  aclivity  became, 
therefore,  the  only  dbjeft  to  which  oyr  attention  fliould  be  turned. 
However  anxious  all  parties  miiht  be  for  a  peace,  it  would  ^  im- 
proper to  negociate  on  any  terras,  that  would  not  cnfure  the  fccu- 
rity  of  this  nation,  and  the  fafetv  of  all  the  other  countries  of  Eu- 
rope*    The  times  require  1    tn     ev<?ry.-man  (houW  dccl^irc,  m  » 
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manly  and  honeft  manner,  his  fentiments  6n  the  ftatc  of  affairs^ 
Jn  contemplatii^  which,  it  afForded  him  much  confolation  to  compare 
the  refources  of  this  country  with  thofe  of  Franfcc.  Ours  were 
frefli  and  not  fully  brought  into  adtion ;  theirs  rapidly  expending 
themfelves  and  nearly  exhaufted.  With  us  trade  and  commerce 
flouriftied  ;  with  them  they  were  totally  cxtinft.  In  the  prefent 
emergency  he  called  earneftly  on  every  honeft  man  to  ftep  forward 
.and  jpinhaild,  heart,  andpurfe,  in  the  glorious  caufe  in  which  we 
^ere  engaged.  Let  this  be  done,  and  Old  England  had  notfiir^ 
yet  to  fear,  but  every  thing  to  hope.  He  then  adverted  to  the  ac- 
^uifition  of  Corfica ;  he  ffiould  not  flow  difcufs  hbw  far,  from  its 
local  fituation,  it  might  be  of  importance  to  this  countty  ;  diat  miift 
afterwards  be  determined  by  circumftances  ;  but  the  bravery  of  the 
troops  employed  in  that  quarter  certainly  merited  the  public  grati- 
tude, and  the  fpirit  which  the  inhabitants  had  fhewn  in  refifting 
the  fyftem  of  French  tyranny,  entitled  them  to  the  proteftion  of 
the  Britifh  Sovereign.  The  treaty  with  America,  and  the  marriage 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  were  objeds  he  could 
f^ot  for  a  moment  doubt  of  the  moft  warm  and  general  approbatioifK 
The  one  could  not  fail  in  its  confequences  to  be  highly  beneficial  to 
tills  country  ;  and  with  refpeft  to  the  other,  every  good  fabjeft  muft 
participate  in  the  joy  which  His  Majcfty  feels  on  an  occafion  fo  in- 
terefting  to  his  domeftic  happinefs.  In  this  view  of  the  fubje<3:,  he 
thought  it  unnecejflary  to  add  nwre,  and  concluded  by  moving  an 
humble  Addrefs  to  His  Majefty,  echoing^  as  ufual,  the  language 
5md  fentiments  of  his  fpeech. 

Mr.  CANNING  faid,  that  the  embarraffment  with  which  he 
lofe,  was  partly  done  away  by  the  hope  which  he  entertained  that 
the  Addrefs  would  meet  with  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the 
Houfc.  Upon  foihe  of  the  fubjeds  there  would  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  at  all.  The  treaty  with  America,  an4  the  obje6^s  embraced 
in  that  treaty,  muft  give  great  fatisfadion  to  every  one  ;  and  th^ 
treaty  of  ntarriage  for  the  Prince  of  Wales  would  be  no  lefs  fatisfac- 
'  tory  to  their  feelings,  than  the  former  to  their  judgement.  It  would 
therefore  be  a  waftc  of  their  time  to  fay  any  thing  more  on  thofe  fub- 
je<fts  ;  though,  on  the  otjief  material  points,  more  difference  of  opi- 
nion might  reafonably  be  expeded,  he  was  yet  willing,  to  hope  that 
the  Addrefs  would  not  meet  with  oppofition,  He  grounded  this 
hope  on  the  firm  convi6lion,  that  as  he  might  fairly  give  to  thof? 
gentlemen  who  (hould  differ  with  him  in  opinion,  and  might  fairly 
take  foi<  thofe  with  vi^hom  he  fhoiild  agree,  the  credit  of  aSingfolely 
for  the  benefit  of  their  country  ;  and  as  both  (ides  of  the  Houfe, 
.hcrtfjre,  were  equally  an^cious  for  aQ  honourable  a^  pernwx^i\t 
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peace,  and  the  only  difference  of  opinion  fubfiffing  between  them 
;m>uld  be  found  to  be  as  to  the  time  at  which  fuch  a  peace  would  b« 
;pn>£licable  ^  fo  that  as  to  the  modeoi  procuring  it,  whenever  it  lhouldb« 
itD  be  procured,  he  tfuftcd  every  gentleman  would  agree  with  him,  that 
ihe  beft  and  fureft  mode  would  be  the  unanimity  of  this  night's  do« 
iCifion.  But  if  on  thefe  grounds  he  looked  for  the  confent  and  agree- 
ment of  the  whole  Houfe,  he  confefled  there  were  others  on  which 
ihe  was  fanguine  enough  to  prefume  he  could  not  fail  of  the  concur- 
rence of  a  very  large  majority. 

He  hoped  he  fhouki  not  be  thought  too  fanguine  in  prefumingib 
far,  when  he  referred  to  the  recorded  proceedings  of  that  Houfe,  and 
called  upon  fuch  gentlemen,  if  any  fuch  there  were,  as  had  hitherto 
iblemnly  and  repeatedly  fandioned  with  their  votes  the  profecution 
•of  the  war,  and  now  meant  to  oppofe  them,  to  flate  fome  circum* 
fiances  which  would  make  it  proper  to  alter  their  refolutions,  and 
to  (hew  that  it  was  more  pra6ticable  at  this  moment  to  procure  a 
peace  on  honourable  grounds,  than  at  the  time  when  they  came  to 
their  determination  to  carry  on  the  war.     It  did  not  appear  to  him 
that  peace  could  be  obtained  at  this  time,  cither  with  fafety  or  ho- 
,  nour,  and  he  challenged  thofe  who  were  of  a  contrary  opinion,  to 
come  forward  and  (hew  how  it  was  at  this  time  more  pra6ticablc  or 
fecure  than  at  the  period  of  the  laft  feflTion  when  it  was  fo  univerlally 
rejeSed  as  a  deceitful  and  impolitic  purfuit,  both  by  the  Houfe  and  ^ 
the  country  at  large.     He  admitted  that  the  Houfe  met  under  cir- 
cumftances  fomewhat  different  from  thofe  under  which  they  parted. 
He  was  ready  to  allow,  what  was  flated  in  an  open  and  manly  man- 
ner in  the  Speech,   that  confiderable  reverfes  and  difappointment^ 
had  been  encountered  in  the  campaign,  fuch  indeed  as  no  one  could 
ha^e  forcfecn  ;  but  we  were  not  therefore  to  be  fo  caft  down,  as  to 
relinquifh  all  farthef  endeavours.     We  were  not  to  look  for  thq 
canfe  in  any  circumflahce  which  could  attach  any  culpability  or 
fhame  to  us,  but  partly  tp  the  derelidljon  of  our  allies,  whether 
proceeding  from  neceffity   or  treachery  he   could  not  difcufs*,  aind 
pardy  to  the  unparalelled  exertions  of  the  enemy.     A  great  confo-^ 
lation  he  derived  froiti  an  examination  into  the  caufes  of  that  prodi-, 
gious  exertion,  from  which  he  thought  compenfatiou  would  be  at- 
tained for  ouf  loflfes  and  difappointments,  as  our  enemy,  in  mak- 
ing them,  had  fo  far  exhauflcd  her  refources,  that  at  prefent  fho- 
was  to  be  regarded  in  a  fhite  of  comparative  debility.     He  fhould 
not  be  furprifbd  to  hear  pepfons,  who  were  in  the  habit  of  differing 
from  thofe  who  were  of  the  fame  opinion  with  himfelf,  that  all  this 
was  the  fault  of  thofe  who  had  the  condu6l  of  affeirs,  and  that  it 
|rQi}ld  fiot  fiavp  hafpenqd  if  they  had  attended  tp  the  jpredidions  of 
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■^fe  and  prudent  men.  It  was  moft  true  that  fuch  prediiSHons  had 
been  verified  ;  but  he  could  not  fail  to  obferve  that  it  was  not  difE- 
4tult  to^redift  evil.     Perfons  who  were  in  the  habit  of  foretelling 

.  difafters,  knew  that  if  their  prediftions  turned  out  falfe,  they,  in 
Gommon  with  other  good  fubjefts,  they,  in  common  with  all  their 
countrymen,  fhould  rejoice  at  the  event ;  but  if  true*-*hc  meant  no 
imputation  upon  the  gentlemen  oppofite^  for  he  believed  it  was  in 
human  nature  itfelf  that  they  fhould  have  a  pride  in  their  own  fa- 
gacity,  which  afforded  them  fome  gloomy  fatisfaftion  in  the  midft 
of  thofe  misfortunes  which  afFe<Sed  them  in  common  with  the  ref% 

,  of  the  people*  But  if  prophetic  veracity  was  of  confequencc,  the 
minifterial  (ide.  of  the  Houfe  might  alfo  hoaft  of  it.  Here  it  ^'as 
foretold  tiiat  the  felf-called  immortal  Republic  of  France  would  fall 
under  the  individual  defpotifm  of  one  man.  It  had  done  fo.  Ro- 
berlpierre  had  ufurped  the  moff  defpotic  power ;  he  had  ereSed  the 

.  moft  fanguinary  and  atrocious  tyranny  that  had  ever  reared  its  head 
Jufi  the  world  ;  a  tyranny  unparalelled  in  its  ftrength,  and  unequalled 
in  enormity  ;  one  hand  grafping  the  property  of  every  order  of  men, 
and  the  other  fhedding  the  blood  of  innocent  and  defencelefs  per- 
sons. Again,  in  the  zenith  of  his  power,  we  pronounced  it  preca- 
lious  and  tranfitory.  What  has  been  the  faft  ?  That  coloffal  fyf- 
tcm  of  arbitrary  and  bloody  empire,  whofe  enormous  ftrength  feem- 

,.  ed  at  one  time  to  have  cruftied  all  refiftance,  and  to  have  fwept  from 
|)efore  it,  with  "  bare-faced  power,'*  every  thing  which  could  check 

.  or  oppofe  it,  conformajDJy  to  our  predid^ions,  that  fyftem  has  been 
overthrown.  Conformably  to  oun  predidions,  Jacobinifm,  which 
bad  been  fairly  confidcred  as  the  very  nerves  and  arteries  of  the  Re- 
public, as  tjie  fprings  which  combined  and  connedled  the  whole 
iyftem,  the  channel  which  propagated  feeling,  and  communicated 
motion  to  the  fartheft  extremities  of  the  country,  Jacobinifm  too  is 
fallen.  True,  it  is  fallen  ;  but  till  it  is  utterly  deftroyed,  who 
Ihall  enfu^e  us  that  it  will  not  return  again  ?    Under  the  Moderates 

.  (moderate  only  to  thofe  who  are  more  villanous)  nothir^  more  is  to 
be  relied  upon.  All  the  malignant  defires  of  their  predeceffors  they 
retained  ;  their  power  only  is  wanting.  In  calculating  that  power, 
I  do  not  look  to  their  army ;  becaufe  the  army,  it  is  clear  from  ex- 
perience, have  no  principle  ;  they  follow  and  look  up  to  thofe  who 
feed  and  fupport  them,  Under  Dumourier  they  were  Royalifta  ; 
they  followed  afterwards  the  wildeft  exceffes  of  Jacobinifm,  and  are 
returned  with  equal  docility  to  the  pafling  fubjc6tion  of  the  Mode- 
rates. The  power  of  this  army  is  tremendous  ;  but  not  fo  for  its 
;ittachment  to  any  form  of  its  Gcvernment.  In  looking  to  the  r€- 
fipurce^  of  f  pnce,  furely  we  are  warranted  in  taking  their  own  '4/^ 
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counts  ;  and  he  found  matter  of  great  confolation  in  obfh^ing  the 
;iicceflary  decay  in  their  interior  refources.     He  ftated  a  Report  rf 
Cambon's,  which  eftabliflied  his  affertion.     This  Report  computes 
;  their  expences,  iince  they  have  been  a^  war  with  us,  at  three  hun- 
^  died  and  thirty  millions,  above  one  hundred  and  fixty  millions  a 
year.      And  how  was  this  fum  adequate  to  the  expence  ?    By  the 
moft  defpotic  exercifc  of  power,  aflTignats  were  raifed  much  above 
their  value;  provifions  funk  much  below  theirs;  but,  if  by  acci- 
dent or  force  this  power  fail,  how  incalculable  is  the  dilemma  and 
expence !  When  the  fyftem  of  terror  is  fliakcn,  all  fails.     Who 
can  doubt,  then,  but  in  the  quick  fucceflion  of  changes,  the  vaunt- 
ed Moderates  will  fail ;  ani  who  will  contend  that  they  can  have  the 
feme  refources  as  their  predeccfTors,  feeing  that  they  profefs  to  give 
up  the  fyftem  of  terror,  by  which  alone  diofe  refources  were  pro- 
cured, unlefs  he  fhall  be  at  the  fame  time  prepared  .to  argue,  diat 
the  fuperftrudture  becomes  ftrong  in  proportion  as  the  foundation  is 
taken  away  ?  And  who  Oiall  perfuade  us,  that  m  fuch  a  iituatbn 
th^  can  continue  to  make  exertions  equal  to  thofe  hitherto  made, 
unlefe  he  is  prepared  to  prove  that  an  equal  expenditure  can  be  main- 
tained with  diminijhed  refources  ?  But  it  is  in  power  alone  that  Mo- 
deratifm  differs  from  Jacobinifm  ;  its  virulence  remains  unimpaired. 
If  it  were  poflible.  Sir,  that  the  events  of  the  whole  revolution  of 
France  could  be  blotted  from  the  page  of  hiftory,  excepting  thofe 
only  which  have  taken  place  fince  the  eftabliftiment  of  what  is  called 
xnoderadon  in  that  country,  and  that  they  were  to  go  down  to  poC- 
tcrity,  with  no  other  comment  of  the  hiftorian  than  fimply,  "  This 
Was  termed  their  moderate  fyftem,"  what  an  opinion  would  after 
ages  form  !  (not  an  adequate  one,  I  admit,  for  human  imaginadoti 
mi^t  be  defied  to  invent  fuch  horrors  as  have  a<^ually  been  prac- 
tifed)  But  good  God !  Sir,  what  an  opinion  muft  they  form  of  the 
tranfadions  of  the  preceding  periods,  in  comparifort  with  which  the 
fyftem  now  exifting  could  be  defined,  mercy  and  moderation  ! 

But  fuppofing  I  were  ready  to  allow,  that  any  material  difference 
cxifts  between  the  charadter  of  the  prefent  rulers  in  France  and  that 
of  their  predeceiTors— admitting,  for  the  argument's  fake,  thal^ 
when  I  look  towards  Paris,  I  do  not  at  prefent  difcovcr  dicre  thofe 
fcenes  of  atrocity  from  which  twelve  months  ago  my  eyes  revolted 
with  horror  and  indignation  ;  that  inftead  of  carrying  on  as  hereto* 
fere  their  commerce  of  murder  and  profcription,  I  find  the  Modc- 
lates  of  the  prefent  day  occupied  in  the  comparatively  innocent  em- 
{doyment  of  adjufting  their  accounts,  and  ftriking  the  balance — fct- 
ding  their  partnerfhip  account  of  blood,  and  afcribing  to  each  indi- 

Tidoal  bis  particular  (hare  of  the  guilt.     Granting  thefe  circum- 
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A^nces;  it  might  be  afked^  why  not  pradHcable  to  conclude  a  peac^ 
on*  honourable  fterms  with  the  prefent  rulers  ?  or  at  leaft,  why  not 
make  the  attempt,  and  inquire  what  terms  we  are  likely  to  obtain  ? 
Becaufe  tlie  one  is  impoffible,  the  other  unneceffary.  It  is  impof— 
fible  to  look  for  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace  from  Moderatifai,  any" 
more  than  from  Jacobinifm,  until  we  (hall  have  been  convinced  that 
it  is  not  only  more  mild,  but  more  ftabk  ;  that  it  at  once  holds  out 
Ihe. probability  of  tranquillity  abroad,  and  of  permanency  at  hcone. 
And  even  if  thefe  charaderiftics  were'difcoverable  in  it,  (which  that 
they  are  not,  every  man  jnuft  fee  who  looks  at  the  ftate  of  the  coun- 
try, at  the  divifions  of  the  Convention,  at  the  fpecches  of  their  po- 
litical leaders,  which  indicate  fo  ftrongly  the  continuance  of  their 
Imalignant  difpofition  towards  furrounding  nations,  and  the  ex- 
hauftion  of  their  means,  w^hich  demonftrates  the  inftability  of  their 
prefent  Government)  even  then  it  would  be  lefs  neceffary  now  than 
ever  to  humiliate  ourfelves  fo  far  as  to  demand  of  them  what  teritisi 
df  peace  they  may  be  difpofed  to  grant  us  ;  becaufe  weihall  fpeedily 
have  an  opportunity  of  juc^ing  of  them  more  certainly  than  from  any 
declarations  .which\  they  might  hold  out  to  us,  and  of  arguing  the 
•terms  which  we  might  expedt  to  obtain,  from  thofe  which  are  ob- 
tained from  them  by  other  nations. 

Holland,  as  His  Majefty's  fpecch  informs  us,  is  at  this  moment 
licgociating  a  feparate  peace  ;  how  wifely,  how  juftly,  or  how  fuc- 
cefsfully,  it  is  not  our  bufinefs  to  argue.  If  we  confidered  the  de- 
bates and  decrees  of  the  Convention,  we  fliould  find  they  had  di- 
vided their  enemies  into  thofe  who  ha^  provoked  the  war,  and  thofe 
•who  had  been  forqed  into  it ;  two  claifes  of  which  we  rank  under  the 
moft  aggravated,  Holland  under  the  le;ift.  This  Power  is  now  fo?^ 
ficiting  peace  ;  let  us  therefore  fee  what  will  be  the  iffue.  Xhe 
Ihoft'  determined  advocates  for  peace  had  gone  no  farther  in  their  cx- 
jpe6tations  than  to  the  Jiai us  quo  ante  helium.  Now  fuppofing  Hol- 
land, under  all  the  circumftances  which  operate  in  its  favour,  as  a 
Power  whom  they  confider  as  having  tieen  forced  againft  her  will 
into  hoftilities,  as  being  the  firft  to  afk  for  a  ceffation  of  them,  and 
,  as  being  that  Nation  whom,  of  all  others,  they  were  moft  andous 
to  detach  from  our  alliance,  if  Holland  obtains  a  Jiatus  quo,  can  it 
be  reafonably  expedted  that  we,  who  have  no  fuch  favourable  cir- 
cumftances in  our  fituation,  we,  to  whom  they,  affign  the  fbremoft 
rank  in  their  etimity  and  hatred,  ftiall  be  treated  with  equal  advan- 
tages ?  I  think  it  can  hardly  be  imagined.  But  even  fuppofing  this 
'  to  be  the  cafe,  fuppofing  Holland  could  obtaii>  the  Jiatus  quoy  im^ 
'  probable  as  it  was,  and  fetting  out  of  the  queftion  the  almoft  ina- 
poflibility  of  our  obtabing  any  terms  equal  to  theirs ;  yet,  if  it  wore 
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poffible,  w6  Ought  not  to  accept  peace  on  fudh  grounds,     Holland, 
let  it  be  recolleded,  has  not  conquered  any  territory,  nor  has  flie 
received  many  emigrants :  but  (hall  we,  admitting   France  would 
treat  with  us  in  the  fame  degree,  rclinquilH  all  our  conquefts,  and 
confign  the  objedte  of  charity,  and  honoui'able  confidence,  to  that 
vengeance  from  which  they  feek  refuge  ?    The  ac'quifitions  which 
we  have  made,  confidering  them  only    in  a  commercial  point  of 
view,   as  an  indemnity  for  the  expences,  which  the  war  has  obliged 
us  to  incur,  nobody  would  willingly  abandon  ;  but  when  to  this  in- 
terefted  and  cold-blooded  way  of  dating  the  fubjeft,  is  added  the 
confideration  of  the  thoufands  who  have  fled  to  us  from  their  fan- 
guinary  tyrants,  furely  there  is  no  human  mind  that  can  for  a  mo- 
ment entertain"  the  idea  of  giving  them  up,  without  neceflity.      Let 
gentlemen  only  recoUedl  what  their  own  feelings  have  been,  when- 
ever, in  the  courfe  of  this  laft  campaign,  it  has  unfortunately  hap- 
pened that  the  emigrants  have  been  furrendered  ;  let  them  rccolledt 
whether  thefirft  queftion  that  they  have  afked,  upon  fuch  art  event, 
has  not  uniformly  been.  Was  there  an  urgent  and  inevitable  neceffity 
for  doing  this  ?   And  what,  if  the  queftion  could  be  anfwered  in  thb 
native,  what  have  been  the  feelings  of  glowing  indignation  that 
arofe  in  their  breafts  againft  the  bafe  and  cowardly  treachery  of  fuch 
an  abandonment  ?  Apply  this  to  your  country.  Will  you  agree  that 
(he  (hall  incur  the  difgrace  of  a  proceeding  fo  foreign  to  every  fenti- 
ment  of  human  honour,  and  human  feeling  ?  Will  you  agree,  with- 
out a  mcejftty  fo  paramount,  fo  overbearing,  as  neither  to  be  avoid- 
ed nor  relifted,  to  yield  up  to  thefe  favage  profelytes  of  mercy  and 
moderation,  the  throats  of  all  thofe  confiding  fuppliants  who  ara 
clinging  round  your  knees  for  protefiion  ?  Sir,  it  cannot  be. 

The  next  argument  againft  peace,  was  its  infecurity  ;  it  would 
be,  from  their  character,  the  mere  name  of  peace,  not  a  wholefome 
\  and  refrefhing  repofe,  but  a  feverifli  and  troubled  flumber,  from 
which  we  ihould  foon  be  roufed  to  new  horrors  and  frefli  infults.— 
What  are  the  bleflings  of  peace,  which  make  it  fo  advantageous  and 
fo  defireable  ?  To  which  is  it  owing,  that  at  the  very  ipention  of 
the  name  of  peace,  there  is  a  fentiment  in  every  man's  bpfom  that 
feels,  as  it  were,  an  echo  that  returns  it  ?  What,  but  tfeit  it  implies 
tranquil  and  fccure  enjoyment  of  our  homes  ?  What,  but  that  it 
"may  reftore  our  feamen  and  our  foldiers,  who  have  been  fighting  to 
preferve  our  homes,  to  a  (hare  of  that  tranquillity  and  fecuxity  ?— 
What,  but  that  it  leffens  the  expences,  and  alleviates  the  burdens, 
of  the  people  ?  What,  but  that  it  explores  fome  new  channel  of 
commercial  intercourfe,  or  re-opens  fome  one  that  war  had  (hut  up  ? 
What,  but  that  it  renews  fpmc  broken  link  of  amity,  or  forms  fome 
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new  attachment  between  nations,  and  foftcns  the  afperities  o£  hoC- 
tility  and  hatred  into  kindnefs  and  conciliation,  and  reciprocal  good 
will  ?  And  which  of  all  thefe  bleffings  could  we  hope  to  obtsdn  by  a 
peace,  under  the  prefent  circumftances,  with  France  i  Not  kindnefs 
and  conciliation,  moll  affuredly  ;  not  a  renewal  of  focial  harmony 
or  commercial  intercourfe  ;  ftill  lefs  could  we  venture  to  reftore  to 
the  loom  or  to   the  plough  the  brave  men  who  have  fought   our 
battles  ;  for  who  could  fay  how  foon  fome  fre(h  Government  might 
ftart  up  in  France,   which  might  feel  it  their  inclination  and  their 
intereft,  as  in  all  probability  it  would  be,  to  renew  hoftilities  r  The 
utmpft,  therefore,  that  we  could  hope  to  obtain,  would  be  a  ftiort, 
delufive,  timid,  and    fufpicious  interval  of  armiftice,  without  any 
material  diminution  of  expenditure  ;  without  fecurity  at  home,   or 
a  chance  of  purchafing  it  by  exertions  abroad  ;  without  any  of  the 
cffential  bleffings  ^f  peace,  or  any  of  the  poffible  advantages  of  war.: 
a  ftate  of  doubt  and  preparation,  fuch  as  would  retain  in  itfelf  all  the 
caufes  of  jealoufy  to   other  States,'  which,  in  the  ufual  courfe  of 
things,  produce  remonftrance  and  inquir}',  and  if  the^are  anfwered 
unfatisfadlorily,  war.  The  only  other  alternative  is,  that  in  ftupid  con- 
fidence we  (hould  unarm,  and  unprepare  ourfelves,  a  helplefs  prey 
to  the  firft  renewed  attack  of  our  enemy  ;  fure  to  meet  the  occafion 
when  it  (hould  arife,  under  every  poflible  difad vantage,  having  un- 
fcrewed  and  let  down  from  the  pitch  to  which  we  have  raifcd  them, 
the  great  machines  of  cur  defence,  our  army  and  our  navy,  and 
hopelefs  of  being  able  to  raife  them  again,  by  any  exertions  or  any 
expence,  to  fuch  a  height  as  would  Ixp  calculated  to  .refift  the  unre- 
mitted and  unrelaxed  efforts  of  our  enemy.  They  might  be  a{ked> 
how  long  they  meant  to  go  on  ?   He  faid,  that  it  was  not  poffible  to 
'  forefee  circumftances,  or  calculate  the  difafters  that  might  make  it 
necelTary  to  enter  into  a  ncgociation.  The  queftion  now  was,  would 
they  flop  now  ?  No  poffible  combination  of  reafon,  no  calculation 
could  fliew  there  was  any  neceffity  now  offubmitting  to  a  bafecom- 
promife  and  derelidion  of  their  principles.     We  were  more  partw 
culariy  called  on  to  profccute  the  war,  becaufe  it  was  to  us  that  all 
Europe  looked  for  fupport,  and  if  we  fall,  they  fall  with  us. 

If  I  am  afked  what  probable  good  effedts  we  might  expeft  from 
a  continuance  of  the  war,  I  anfwer,  that,  calculating  from  paft 
experience,  I  look  for  the  delapidation  and  decay  of  the  prejent  Go* 
vernment  in  France,  as  certainly,  as  it  is  certain  that  every  other 
Government,  erefted  in  that  country  finde  the  revolution,  has 
fallen,  more  or  lefs  rapidly,  before  it.  ThisefFed  I  think  dc* 
Arable ;  not  as  is  perpetually  infinuated,  from  any  tafte  or  pre* 
fcrcnce  for  this  or  that  form  qf  Government  in  France,  but  becaufe. 
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I  would  have  their  Government,  whatever  it  may  be,  ftrong  and 
folid  at  home,  that  it  may  be  fafe  for  other  nations  ;  and  I  confider 
the  continuance  of  our  exertions  as  rcquifite  to  this  end  ;  not  from 
any  hope  or  wi(h,  that  we  may  conquer  France  by  our  arms,  but 
becaufe  if  an  argument,  which  has  been  much  and  often  ufcd  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  be  true,  tha;  our  hoftility  has  in  fsnA 
been  the  principal  caufe  of  all  the  changes  and  convulfions  that  have 
torn  the  interior  of  France,  and  if  it  be  true  alfo  that  Moderatifm 
be  fo  much  better  than  Jacobinifm,  then  we  have  to  congratulate 
ourfelves  on  having  worked  one  good  change,  and  may  hope  by 
perfeverance  to  effedl  one  ftill  more  defirable. 

If  it  was  our  hoftility  that  excited  and  confolidated  the  enormous 
tyranny  of  Roberfpierre,  let  us  arrogate  at  leaft  the  natural  conclu- 
fion,  that  it  was  our  hoftility  too  that  deftroyed  it.  If  m^c,  by  at- 
tacking France,  created  the  monfter  of  Jacobinifm,  it  is  not  fairly 
to  be  denied,  that  the  continuance  of  our  attacks  alfo  deftroyed  it. 
And  if  all  this  be  fo,  the  conclufion  that  naturally  followed  it  was, 
that  we  had  produced  the  alteration  from  jacobinifm  to  moderatifm, 
and  therefore  we  might  finally  bring  the  countr)'^  to  a  proper  form  of 
Government ;  not  in  the  view  of  conqueft,  or  of  impofing  our  own 
choice  on  them,  but  in  forcing  them,  if  you  will,  finally  to  chufe 
fuchaone,  as  fhall  fecure  their  own  happihefs,  andour  fafety.  If 
I  am  afked,  what  are  the  me^ns  on  which  I  rely  for  bringing  this 
about,  I  anfwer,  on  fheir  weaknefs,  and  on  Gurftrength  ;  their  weak-' 
nefsf  which  is  to  be  looked  for  not  in  their  armies,  but  in  the  re- 
fources ,  which  have  fugported  thofe  armies,  now  in  rapid  decay ; 
in  the  exhauftion  of  their  country  ;  and  in  the  diftradions  and  dif- 
contentsof  its  inhabitants;  our  Jlrengthy  which  is  to  be  calculated 
not  fi-om  the  procefs  of  our  arms,  but  from  the  flourifhing  ftatc  of 
the  kingdom  ;  from  the  fpirit  which  we  bear,  and  the  vigorous  ca- 
pacities which  we  pqflefs  f  jr  exertion  ;  from  our  refources,  not  only 
unexhaufted,  blit  as  yet  comparatively  almoft  untouched,  from  the 
unabating  confidence  and  loyalty  of  the  people  ;  and  the  unalterable 
juftice  of  our  caufe.  Imprefled  with  thefe  fentiments,  and  confi- 
dent in  thefe  hopes,  I  think  I  cannot  better  difcharge  my  duty  to 
my  country,  or  better  confult  the  advantage  of  all  Europe,  and  of 
the  civilized  world,  than  by  feconding  the  motipn  for  the  Addrefs. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  began  by  obferving,  that  he  felt,  in  its 
full  force,  an  obfervation  made  by  the  honourable  mover  of  the 
Addrefs,  that  this  was  a  time  when  it  became  every  man  who 
wiflied  well  to  his  country  moft  ferioufly  to  confider  what  meafures 
it  was  proper  to  purfuc.  For  his  own  part,  he  declared,  he  had 
been  long  and  anxioufly  deliberating  on  the  prcfent  ftate  of  public 
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affairs ;  diis  was  a  crifis  :wherein  there  was  much  to  be  urged  on 
.  both  fides,  and  all  perhaps  that  was  left  us  was,  a  choice  of  evils  ; 
he  would  fairly  declare  that  bis  mind  had  been  for  fome  time  in 
fufpenfe,  but  after  adjulHng  the  refpedive  claims  of  .conflicting  ar- 
guments, and  honeftly  and  impartially  affigning  its  due  weight  to 
each,  he  was  equally  bound  to  declare,  that  he  had  at  length  a  de- 
cided opinion  to  which  fcale  he  muft  affign  the  preponderance.  He 
rofe,  thereforji,  to  perform  a  painful  zA  of  duty,  in  exprefling  his 
diffent  from  the  Addrefs  which  had  been  juft  moved  to  them,  and 
thus  manifefting,  on  this  one  important  occafion,  a*  difference  with 
thofe  with  whom  it  had  been  the  happinefs  of  his  political  life  fo 
generally  to  agree.  It  was  his  firm  belief,  on  a  moft  mature  and 
deliberate  review  of  all  the  circumftances  of  our  prefent  fituation, 
that  peace  was  now  defirable,  if  it  could  be  effedted  on  terras  con- 
fiftent  with  our  honour  and  our  interefts. 

But  though  fuch  was  his  clear  opinion,  he  fhould  moft  likely- 
have  thought  it  bcft  not  to  interrupt  the  unanimity  of  that  day's 
prqceedings,  if  the  Addrefs  had  been  couched  in  terms  at  all  nrio- 
derate  or  pacific;  but  its  language  was  of  a  quite  contrary  chara<5ter, 
gnd  he  thought  no  one  could  adopt  it  who  was  not  prepared  to  fay- 
that  Great  Britain  ought  never  to  treat  wiih  France  till  a  counter- 
revolution Ihould  be  effected  ;  he,  at  leaft,  could  not  conceive  that 
ike  Addrefs  could  be  properly  underftood  in  any  other  fenfe,  .  and 
therefor^  in  no  other  could  he  agree  to  it ;  thinking,  then,  as  he 
did,  that  the  war  ought  no  longer  to  be  profecuted  for  the  fake  of 
cffedting  a  counter-revolution,  lie  felt  himfelf  compelled^  however 
reliidlantly,   to  ftep  forward  and  declare  his  opinion. 

In, affigning  the  reafons.on  which  this  opinion  was  grounded,  it 
was  natural  for  him  to  begin  by  advening  to  fomething  which  had 
fallen  from  his  honourable  friend  in  fcconding  the  Addrefs,  who 
had  appealed  to  the  confiftency  of  all  thofe  who  had  fupported  the 
war  laft  year,  urging,  that  there  had  been  no  change  of  circum- 
ftances fince  that  time,  aud  that  therefore  their  fentiments  muft  re- 
main unaltered.  On  the  contrary,  many,  and  thofe  moft  impor- 
tant changes,  appeared  to  him  t6  have  taken  place  ;  firft,  the  Ja- 
cob! n  Clubs  had  been  deftroyed  ;  was  that  nothing?  Where  then 
was  the  propriety  of  the  language  which  had  been  fo  often  ufed  on  " 
tliat  fubjed,  and  of  the  eloquent  terms  in  which  his  honourable 
friend  had  himfelf  that  very  day  defcribed  them,  as  conftituting  the 
du6ls  and  arteries  by  which  the  circulation  was  maintained  through- 
out the  whole  of  the  body  politic  of  the  French  Republic  ?  Members 
pf  the  Convention  had  been  lately  executed  for  cruelties  committed 
IP  the  provinces ;  other  fymptoms  of  moderation  had  appeared,  and 
*'      ■   '  "       i'  ■         '  .     ■ 
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^hoqgh  he  muft  not  haftily  infer  that  thefe  things  proceeded  from  the 
purity  of  the  perfons  who  wcre.now  in  power,  yet  one  might  perhaps 
aigue  from  them  what  it  was  conceived  would  be  the- language  and 
conduct  mbft  likely  to  recommend  a  party  to  the  pubHc  favour. 

Another  grand  difference  of  circunaftances  was,-  that  at  the  be- 
ginning of  laft  year  we  were  conne<9ed  with  a  large  and  powerful 
confederacy  j  one  of  its  members  had  long  ceafed  to  afford  us  any 
a6Hve  affiftance  ;  another,  we  had  been  this  day  informed  by  His 
Majefty,  was  at  this  very  time  negociating  for  peace  ;  it  was  noto- 
rious that  many  members  of  the  Germanic  Body  had  been  endea- 
vouring to  withdraw  the  ^Ejnpire  from  the  combination,  and  we 
had  reafon  to  believe  that  Auftria  would  not  be  able  to  continue 
the  war  without  the  fupport  of  our  credit ;  was  all  this  viothing  ? 
Did  it  nol  (hew  the  probabilifjr  of  our  being  left  to  maintain  the 

I    ft^gg^e  by  ourfelves? 

He  would  affign  fome  other  moft  important  differences,  which 
he  wifhed  gentlemen  to  conlider,  with  a  reference  to  the  reafcms 
which  had  formerly  determined  us  to  go  on  with  the  war.  Gen- 
tlen\en  would  remember,  that  the  defence  of  Holland  was  one 
grand  objedl  with  us  ;  Holland  was  now  providing  for  her  own 
fafety  by  nqgociation.  We,  formerly,  had  been  juftly  alarmed  by 
the  dread  of  French  opinions  in  this  country ;  this  danger,  he  now 
.hoped,  was  greatly  leffened,  and  in  two  ways ;  firft,  he  could  not 

I  but  believe  that  the  nation  in  general  muft  now  have  had  time  to 
fee  the  pernicious  effcfls  of  thofe  baneful  principles,  by  the  fpeciout 
appearance  of  which,  many  even  well-intentioned  men  had  been  at 
firft  beguiled  ;  they  muft  now  know  the  true  charaders  of  that  dc- 
teftable  and  deftrudive  fyftem,  that  it  was  hoftile  to  all  property, 

I  to  all  perfonal  fccurity  and  domeftic  comfort  ^  that  it  was  not  only 
the  wealthy  and  the  noble  that  became  its  vi<ftims ;  as  there  was 
nothing  which  could  rcfift  by  its  greatnefs,  fo  there  was  nothing 
which  could  efcape  by  its  infignificancc.  After  enlarging  a  little 
on  tins  topic,  and  again  e.xpreffmg  his  hope  that  all  good  men  were 
at  length  undeceived  with  regard  to  the  effe£ts  of  French  principles, 
he  added  (^lluding  to  the  volunteer  corps)  that  the  nation  had  now 
armed  in  its  own  defence,  and  that  he  placed  great  reliance  on  thc^ 
means  which  had  been  fo  opportimely  taken  for  the  maintenance  of 
our  internal  tranquillity.  This  change  of  circumftances  made  him 
much  lefs  apprehenfive  of  what  might  follow  from  peace  with 

|i   Fnmcd,  than  he  had  been  formerly,,  when  our  enemy  might  have 
attempted,  with  too  little  refiftance,  and  too  much  fuccefs,  to  diffufc 
her  pernicious  principles,  and  foment  our  internal  difcontents. 
Again,  he  could  by  no  means  agree  with  the  honourable  feconder. 
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that  it  was  nothing  that  we  had  had  fo  unfuccefsful  a  campaign  ; 
more  particularly  when  he  adverted  to  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man added,  that  this  did  -not  feem  imputable  to  any  want  of  bra,— 
very  or  military  flcill :  what  had  been  found  beyond  our  ftreiigtlx 
when  the  confederacy  had  been  in  full  vigour,  was  it  reafonable  to 
cxpe<$t  to  efFed  when  it  was  fo  greatly  weakened. 

But  he  wiftied  particularly  to  obferve,  how  much  all  the  preced- 
ing remarks  bore  on  that  great  queftion,  the  probability  of  a  coun- 
ter-revolution in  France ;  an  event  which,  though  he  had  not  been 
fo  fanguine  sis  fome  others  as  to  the  probability  of  effecSiing  it,   had 
been,  he  frankly  owned,  the  objecS  of  his  mod  ardent  wiflies,   as 
being  that  which  would  be  mod  for  our  own  fecurity,  and  no  lefe 
for  the  happincfs  of  France  herfelf.     For  his  own  part,  indeed,   if 
he  were  difpofed  to  fpeculate,  he  fhould  fay,  that,  for  a  time  at 
leaft,  and  on  fome  accounts,  he  fhould  wilh  to  fee  the  American 
Conftitution  eftabliflied  in  France,  in  preference  to  any  other ;   be- 
caufe,  poflefling  many  advantages  of  a  mixed  monarchy,  it  would 
not  be  fo  likely  to  call  into  adlion  old  prejudices  and  refentments. 
But  to  return  to  the  queftion  he  was  treating  of,  namely,  the  pro- 
bability of  a  counter-revolution.     When  fo  great  a  combination  of 
furrounding  powers  was  preparing  to  attack  them  on  ^fll  fides,  then 
if  ever  by  means  of  war,  it  might  have  been  expedled  this  6bje6l 
would  be  obtained,  it  might  have  been  hoped  that  the  Republicans 
would  be  intimidated,  that  the  Royalifts  would  be  encouraged  to 
come  forward  and  affert  their  own  caufe,  that  the  neutral  and  waver- 
ing would  be  fixed.    But  how  differeht  had  been  the  iffue,  and  what 
muft  be  the  effcds  adually  produced  on  the  minds  of  thefe  feveral 
defcriptions  of  perfons.      This  great  confederacy  muft  have  now 
ceafed  to  excite  terror  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  infufe  hope  and 
comfort  on  the  other  ;  at  the  beginning  of  laft  year,  we  had  been 
told  that  befides  a  pow*:rful  army  of  infurgents  in  La  Vendee,    in- 
furredlions  had  appeared  in  forty-three  different  places  in  France  ; 
all  thefe  had  been  fuppreffed,  whilft  at  the  fame  time  the  French 
had,  on  every  hand,  repelled  the  attacks  of  their  invading  ene- 
mies :  but  granting  that  our  arms  might  be  more  fuccefsful  in  the 
next  campaign,  yet  would  not  paft  experience  render  the  French 
mal-contents  juftly  apprehend ve  that  tliough  we  had  been  able  to 
raife  a  mound,  as  it  were,  againft  the  fwelling  tide,  and  even  to 
recover  diftrifts  which  had  been  overflowed  by  it ;  yet,  that  in  a 
following  year,  the  armies  of  the  Convention,  like  the  returning  of 
the  oceau,  might  fweep  away  all  before  them,  and  again  re-occupy 
the  countries  of  which  they  had  been  difpofleflfed  ?   It  was,  indeed, 
in  his  mind,  a  moft  important  confideration,  and  one  from  which 
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it  was  altogether  aftonifliing  to  him  that  a  dirc£Hy  contnny  inference 
had  been  drawn  from  that  which  it  appeared  to  him  to  warrant,  that 
in  all  their  many  armies  there  had  been  nofigns  whatever  of  difafFcftion 
or  difcontent ;  thc^  Convention  fecmed  the  great  center  to  wliich  they 
all  gravitated ;  and  fo  long  as  this  exifted,  they  firemed  to  care  little 
what  individuals  might  hold  the  reins  of  Government ;  this  looked 
but  too  much  like  a  rooted  attachment  to  a  Republican  form,  and 
produced  unity  and  vigour  in  aSion  throughout  all  the  viciflitudes 
of  conflidling  admmiftrations.      He  owned,  that  he  had  always  fecn 
great  force  in  the  objediion  which  had  been  made  to  our  attempting 
to  cfFed  a  counter-revolution  by  force  of  arms ;  the  objeSion  to 
which  he  alluded  was,  that  the  French  were  a  high-fpirited  people^ 
whom,  by  thus  appearing  to  force  a  government  upon  them,  w« 
comprefs  into  refiftance :  this  confideration  was  formerly,  however, 
overborne  by  others  of  more  force  ;  but  to  perfift  in  the  fame  fyfteni, 
when,  for  the  re^fons  which  had  been  afligned,  it  muft  be  with  fo 
much  lefs  compreffive  power,  (if  he  might  be  allowed  the  exprcf- 
fion),  was  to  produce  the  ills  of  compreflion,  without  obtaining 
the  good,  and  to  excite  a  feeling  of  hoftility  and  refcntment,  which 
was  not  counterbalanced  by  any  oppofite  advantage.     When  fpeak- 
ing  on  this  fubjefl  of  a  counter-revolution,  he  muft  fay,  that  he 
feared  it  was  grown  far  lefs  probable  on  another  account  ^  it  was 
now  many  years  that  a  Republican  Government  had  prevailed  ia 
France,  and  from  the  very  circumftance  of  its  having  fo  long  fub- 
fifted,  it  had  acquired  fome  fort  of  ftability  in  the  minds  of  men^ 
the  people  had  been  accuftomed  to  look  to  the  Convention  as  the 
icat  of  legitimate  authority ;  add  to  this,  that  many  of  the  old 
generation  have  died  off,  and  a  new  race  had  already  come,  and 
were  daily  coming,  into  adiion,  who  had  been  educated  in  the  habit 
of  looking  on  monarchy  with  horror.     Many,  alfo,  much  as  they 
might  deteft  a  fyftem  of  Government  which  had  been  produ6live  of 
general  mifery,  muft  be  now  tired  out ; ,  they  muft  recoil  from  the 
idea  of  having  all  to  begin  over  again,  and  the  acquicfcence  dic- 
tated by  this  feeling  was  likely  to  be  encouraged  by  the  fubftitution 
of  a  fomewhat  milder  fyftem  in  place  of  the  furious  and  bloody 
tyranny  of  Roberfpierre.      Mr.  Wilberforce  declared,  he  thought 
a  counter-revolution  was,  for  many  obvious  reafons,  more  likely/  to 
lake  place  after  a  peace  than  during  the  continuance  of  the  war. 

After  adducing  fome  additional  arguments,  to  prove  that  we  had 
W  reafon  to  expedl  fo  much  from  pcrfevering  in  our  efforts,  as 
would  juftify  our  not  agreeing  to  peace  on  fair  and  reafonable  terms  j 

I  he  declared,  however,  that  feeling  himfelf  bound  not  to  fpeak  the 
langpage  of  a  pardzan,  but  that  of  fairnefs  and  impartiality,  h^ 
■  .  '  ■     — --" 
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muft  fay,  that  there  was  confiderable  weight  in  many  of  the  confi- 
derations  urged  in  behalf  of  the  continuance  of  the  war,  which  had 
been  ably  ftated  by  the  honourable  feconder.  Thefe,  however, 
feemed  to  him  to  have  been  pufhed  much  too  far,  and  in  one  ot 
tSvo  inftances,  the  impreffion  they  made  on  his  own  mind  was  di- 
diredly  contrary  to  that  which  they  had  produced  on  that  of  the 
honourable  gentleman. 

The  great  argument  on  which  we  were  to  found  our  hopes  of 
fuccefs  was,  that  of  the  French  refources  being  now  fo  nearly  at  art 
end,  that  if  We  would  but  force  them  to  the  neceflity  of  continuing 
the  fame  efforts,  they  muft  foon  be  entirely  exhaufted.  To  this  he 
might  reply,  if  the  French  were  at  length  fo  reduced  that  they  were 
no  longer  formidable  when  adding  on  the  defenfive,  we  (hould,  at 
leaft,  not  have  fo  much  to  dread  from  them  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber had  ftated,  if  we  were  to  make  peace ;  becaufe^  in  that  cafe,  they 
would  have  to  carry  on  offenfive  war,  which  every  one  knew  wa^ 
much  more  expenfive  and  exhaufting. 

He  might  afk  on  this  head,  what  fymptoms  appeared  of  this 
complete  exhauftion  ?  What  expence  had  they  fpared  r  What  fer- 
Tice  had  they  ftinted?  The  vaft  charge  of  their  prodigious  army 
had  not  (it  was  but  too  well  known)  prevented  their  making  aflo- 
nilhing  efforts  to  increafe  their  navy.  Surely  the  ftream  might  be 
cxpefted  to  run  low  before  it  failed  altogether.  Let  it  be  remem- 
bered that  their  refources  were  not  like  ours  in  this  happy  country, 
bounded  by  the  willingnefs  of  the  reprefentativcs  of  the  people  to 
grant  fupplies,  but  only  by  the  Government's  ceafing  to  have  the 
power  of  extorting  them  ;  fuch  had  been  the  rapacity  of  the  French 
rulers,  that  they  had  got  almoft  half  the  land  of  France  into  their 
own  hands,  and  this,  to  the  value  of  260  millions  fterling,  remained 
as  a  fubftratum  for  future  emUTions  of  afllgnats. 

But  he  muft  freely  declare,  that  he  extremely  diftrufted  all  fuch 
calculations  of  the  remaining  refources  of  an  enemy  and  the  infer- 
ence attempted  to  be  drawn  froni  them.  Did  gentlemen  remem- 
ber the  extreme  depreciation  of  the  American  paper,  and  how  the  ^ 
Americans  were  able  to  perfevere  in  the  conteft  when  it  was  atgued 
that  their  means  alfo  were  almoft  entirely  at  an  end  ?  Abundant 
experience  proved  but  too  plainly  the  futility  of  all  fuch  fpeculations ; 
mifchievous  indeed  had  been  their  effefts  on  the  happinefs  of  man- 
kind, by  inducing  nations  to  defer  the  hour  of  peace,  from  an  idea 
that  by  perfevering  in  war  they  might  extort  better  terms  fipom  the 
weaknefs  of  their  enemy.  Every  gentleman  who  was  acquainted 
with  the  hiftory  of  Europe  for  the  laft  century,  mult  be  at  no  loft 
for  inftances  in  proof  of  thi$  ailertion  ;  md  he  conjured  the  Houft  ] 
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not  to  lend  itfelf  too  haftily  to  reafonings,  the  fouridncfs  of  which 
there  was  fo  much  caufe  to  fufpcft. 

Another  aigumcnt  which  had  been  already  urged,  and  of  which 
he  expeflcd  great  ufe  would  be  made  by  others  in  the  courfe  of  the 
debate,  was,  that  it  would  be  bafc  and  humiliating  for  this  country 
to  fue  for  peace.  Sue  for  peace!  nothing  was  farther  from  his 
meaning ;  he  was  for  fuch  a  peace  only  as  both  in  itfelf,  and  in 
the  manner  of  efFedHng  it,  (hotild  be  confident  with  good  faith  to 
our  allies,  and  with  the  national  intereft  and  hortour.  In  varioua 
ways  this  country  had  declared  againft  treating  with  the  exifting  Go- 
vernment of  France,  and  all  he  wifhed  was,  that  if  we  had  now 
abandoned  the  idea  of  effeAing  a  counter-revolution  by  force  of 
arms,  we  fhould  (hew  that  the  exiftence  of  a  Republican  Govern- 
ment was  no  longer  an  infurmountable  obftacle  to  peace.  If  this 
was  a  propofition  of  which  we  were  convinced,  he  thought  it  would 
be  more  truly  magnanimous  fairly  to  avow  than  to  diffemble  it.  In 
his  mind  truth  was  dignity,  and  falfliood  meannefs.  To  think  of 
obtaining  peace  by  concealing  your  willingnefs  to  make  it,  was  a 
mode  of  adling  he  muft  condemn,  not  for  its  want  of  fimplicity 
only,  but  for  its  meannefs :  it  was  the  artifice  of  a  petty  chapman, 
who  pretended  to  be  indifferent  about  an  article  he  meant  to,  pur-* 
chafe,  rather  than  the  open,  manly,  dignified  conduft,  which  be- 
came a  great  and  powerful  nation.  We  were  In  that  very  fituation 
wherein  a  pacific  line  of  conduft  could  hardly  be  nufconftrued,  ar)d 
the  vaft  exertions  we  were  capable  of  making,  (and  thefe  he  w^ould 
by  all  means  recommend  to  go  on  with  increafing  energy,  as  what 
alone  could  give  efFedl  to  our  negociations),  mull  prevent  its  being 
thought  that  our  difpofition  to  make  peace  arofe  from  our  inability 
to  carry  on  war.  Another  unfuccefsful  campaigri  might  render  it 
expedient  for  us  to  wifli  for  peace  under  far  more  queftionable  cir- 
cumftances,  with  a  weakened  Government  and  a  clamorous  people ; 
when  our  enemy  might  know  her  advantages,  and  rife  proportion- 
ally in  her  demahdsi  ' 

Another  objecSion  wds,  the  precarioufnefs  of  any  peace  which 
flight  be  made  with  the  prefent  Government  of  France.  Her« 
alfo  he  muft  admit,  with  the  fame  franknefs  with  which  he  had 
before  exprefTed  hinifelf,  that  no  peace  could  probably  be  fecurc 
which  fhould  be  made  with  a  French  Republic  of  which  Paris  Jhould 
be  the  feat  of  Gtfuernmont :  But  then  he  milft  add,  that  giving  this 
confideration  its  full  weighty  the  evils  refulting  from  this  infecurity 
were  by  no  means  equal  to  thofe  of  continuing  the  war.  He  would 
concede  that  we  muft  be  backward  in  difbanding  our  irmy,  and 
much  more  fo  in  laying  up  our  fhips ;  but  then  this  would  only  be 
Voi.  XL.  F  r-^^M^ 
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for  a  time,  till  fome  change  in  die  internal  condition  of  France 
(hould  render  her  a  lefs  formidable  neighbour,  or  until  fome  inter- 
mixture in  continental  politics  (and  many  probable  events  here  oc- 
curred to  his  mind)  {hould  draw  off  the  force  of  France  in  foiti^ 
other  direction  ;  whereas  fo  long  as  we  continued  the  war  we  kept 
it  pointed  againft  ourfelves.  Befides,  as  the  iiifecurit}^  he  had  beeA 
fpeaking  of  was  not  confined  to  the  cafe  of  a  peace  concluded  with 
the  prefent  French  Government  only,  but  applied  aimoft  equally  of% 
the  fupgofition  of  any  French  Republicah  form,  this  ftate  of  in- 
fecurity  (granting  there  would  be  no  counter-revolution,  which  was 
the  ground  he  was  arguing  upon),  was  a  ftate  through  which  they 
inuft  have  to  pafs  at  fome  time  6t  other,  before  they  could  arrive 
at  a  condition  of  complete  and  fecure  peace,  and  therefore,  01% 
many  accounts,  the  fooner  they  got  to  it  the  better.  He  was  ready 
to  allow  that  an  extcnfive  peace  eftablifliment  was  a  great  evil ;  but 
furely  it  was  fpeaking  of  it  in  too  ftrong  terms  to  pilt  it  on  a  levH 
with  ^  ftate  of  atfhial  war ;  was  the  expence  of  a  War  its  only  evilj 
or  was  it  not  rather  one  of  the  leaft  of  which  it  was  produdiive  ? 
But  then  the  F;-ench  would  attack  us  when  we  were  difarmed  and 
off  our  guard  ;  in  anfwer  to  this  he  had  already  obferved,  that  wte 
muft  not  be  difarmed  nor  off  our  guard  ;  for  his  own  part,  however, 
he  could  not  but  believe  that  though  he  could  have  no  great  depend- 
'ance  oA  the  good  faith  of  France,  he  might  truft  fomewhat  to  thcJl 
ftill  retaining  fomething  of  the  common  principles  of  human  nature. 
After  all  they  muft  have  fuffered,  he  thought  the  greater  part  of 
them  could  not  but  be  glad  of  a  little  quiet,  and  that  they  would 
not  again  be  hafty  to  provoke  the  refentment  of  a  nation  they  would 
have  fo  much  caufe  to  dread.  But  it  was  urged,  that  the  chief 
animofity  of  the  enemy  was  avowedly  direfted  againft  ourfelves, 
and  he  was  forry  to  obferve,  that  too  much  effed  was  produced  bf 
the  mention  of  certain  violent  expreffions  which  had  been  ufed  in 
the  Convention  concerning  this  country.  Not  but  that  it  was  per- 
feftly  natural  we  ihould  chiefly  attrad  their  enmity ;  they  hated  us 
moft,  bccaufe  they  feared  us  moft ;  but  then  this  fear  afforded  an 
additional  argument  for  their  being  ready  to  make  peace  wilh  us, 
and  for  their  dreading  to  renew  hoftilities  :  however,  whilft  he  was 
on  this  head,  he  would  plainly  fay,  that  (fuppofing  France  to' con- 
tinue a  Republic)  unlefs  the  reprefentative  affemblics  of  both  court- 
tries  flioiild  fo  harden  themfelves  as  not  to  be  very  tenderly  fenfible 
of  a  few  violent  and  abfurd  fpeechcs  which  might  be  fnade  in  each, 
concerning  the  other,  perpetual  matter  of  irritation  would  be  mu- 
tually afforded :  and  wa^  it  poffible,  in  fpeaking  oti  this  topic,  not 
.  to  bear  in  mind  the  ftrong  expreffions  which  had  been  ufed  m  that 
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Hbufe  concerning,  the  French?  expreflions,  the  juftice  of  which* 
however  allowed  here,  the  Convention  would  hardly  be  very  ready 
Id  admit. 

But  another  aigument  which  had  been  urged  (ov  our  continuing 
the  war  was>  that  we  alone,  of  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  were  abk 
to  reprefs  the  exceffive  power  of  France,  which  would  Tiereaftcr  be 
likely  to  fall  upon  fome  of  her  continental  neighbours,  if  we  weu^ 
not  now  to  weaken  her  completely.  This,  by  the  way,  was  not 
very  confiftent  with  what  the  fame  honourable  gwitleman  had  faid 
of  the  French  rcfources  being  fo  nearly  at  an  end :  this  was  an  ar- 
gument to  which  he  would  not  fay  much,  but  he  ought  not  altoge* 
thcr  to  pafs  it  by.  So  far  as  we  were  bound  by  treaties,  thp 
ftrideft  good  faith  was  to  be  obfcrved,  and  he  (hould  hold  it  the 
extreme  of  difhonour  to  fteal  alone  out  of  the  general  confederacy  ; 
but  he  muft  go  on  to  proteft  againil  our  fo  far  making  common 
caufe  with  tUe  reft  of  the  Governments  of  Europe,  as  to  think  we 
ftood  cxaftly  upon  the  fame  footing  with  them.  Thanks  to  the 
bounty  of  Providence,  our  infular  fituation,  a  Cj^nftitution  fuperior 
to  any  the  world  had  ever  known  elfewhere,  with  all  the  attendant 
bleflijigs  which  followed  in  its  train,  had  given  us  advantages  and 
a  degree  of  fccurity  which  it  would  be  the  groffeft  blindnefs  not  to 
fee  and  acknowledge,  as  it  would  be  the  height  of  ingratitude  not 
to  be  thankful  for  them.  The  happinefs  of  the  people  of  this 
country  was  intrufted  to  our  care,  and  we  ought  ni!>t  to  expofe  it 
to  needlefs  ri/k,  by  taking  upoaourfelves  the  guardianfhip  and  pio<r 
te£lion  of  other  nations. 

He  had  already  anticipated  another  objedlion  that  peace  could 
not  be  effedjed,  and  that  holding  a  pacific  language  would  only  tend 
to  difpirit  our  own  people,  and  to  call  forth  anew  the  infolence  of 
France.  How  far  it  was  probable  fuch  a  peace  could  be  effedted 
as  it  would  become  us  to  accept,  he  would  not  take  upon  him  to 
fay  ;  but  there  w^as  nothing  of  which  he  was  more  confident  than  of 
this,  that  whether  cfFcdied  or  not,  our  plainly  declaring  our  willing- 
nefs  to  negociate  muft  be  productive  of  the  happieft  confequences 
both  in  France  and  Great  Britain.  In  France,  whatever  infolent 
expreflions  might.be  ufcd  by  any  individual,  it  would  infufe  a  prin- 
ciple of  relaxation  which  would  gradually  wbrk  ;  the  idea  of •  our 
wanting  to  didate  a  Conftitution  to  them  woUld  ceafe  to  operate  to 
our  difadvantage  ;  the  minds  of  the  people  would  grow  more  and 
more  alienated  from  their  rulers,  whilft  groaning  under  the  calami- 
ties (^  a  war  continued  by  their  obftinacy,  and  the  alienation  would 
even  extend  to  the  Convention  itfelf.  In  this  country,  on  the 
pther  hand,  dye  effedts  would  be  juft  tlxe  revcrfc,  and  when  we.  had 
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6nce  mote  to  undeniably  put  our  enemy  in  the  wrong,  if  he  might  ufe 
the  expreffion,  when  it  was  rendered  perfe£Uy  clear,  that  it  was  not 
an  over  rigid  adherence  on  our  part  to  declarations  we  had  once 
xnade,  thoi^h  a  change  of  circumftances  required  a  different  line  of 
Conduft,  but  that  it  was  the  violence  and  ambition  of  our  impla- 
cable enemy  which  prevented  the  return  of  the  bleffings  of  peacejr 
he  was  perfuaded  the  burdens  and  evils  of  war,  however  great  and 
ptcfling,  would  be  patiently  and  even  cheerfully  borne  by  a  loyal 
iftnd  united  people. 

The  fum  of  his  opinion,  therefore,  was,  tha^  upon  fairly  com- 
paring the  dangers  which  would  follow  upon  making  peace  with 
France,  with  thofe  which  were  likely  to  follow  from  continuing  the 
war,  the  latter  were  by  far  the  greater.  This  was  the  queftion 
.which  it  behoved  every  one  prefent  to  put  to  himfelf.  For  his  own 
fart,  he  confeffed,  that  knowing  the  difpofition  of  human  nature 
to  carry  on  wars  when  the  great  objeds  of  them  had  been  rclin- 
quifhed,  he  always  fufpefied  himfelf  in  this  particular,  and  felt  it 
his  duty  carefully  to  look  around  from  time  to  time,  in  order  to  fee 
if  there  was  any  opening  for  the  reftoration  of  the  bleffings  of  peace. 

He  could  not  think  that  there  was  any  probability  of  efii<f^ing  a 
counter-revolution  by  force  of  arms,  fufficient  to  juftify  our  conti- 
nuance of  the  war  for  that  objeft,  however  defirablc :  he  was  even 
of  opinion,  (as  he  had  before  faid)  that  a  counter-revolution  had 
become  more  likely  to  follow  from  making  peace.  By  continuing 
the  war,  we  feemed  to  him  to  have  little  to  get  and  much  to  lofe ; 
and  he  hoped  he  had  in  fome  meafure  fucceeded  in  (hewing,  that 
to  negociate  was  no  lefs  confiftent  with  our  honour  than  our  intereft* 
It  was  by  no  means  inconfiftent  in  the  Houfe  to  change  its  condudt 
when  the  ftate  of  affairs  had  fo  materially  changed,  when  two  of 
the  great  objects  we  formerly  had  in  view,  the  proie<Sion  of  Holland 
iand  our  dpmeftic  tranquillity  were  otherwife  provided  for,  and  when 
m  counter-revolution,  another  great  object,  appeared  at  length  to  be 
unattainable  by  force  of  arms.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  he  felt 
himfelf  bound,  however  unwillingly,  to  diffent  from  the  Addrefs 
which  had  been  propofed,  and  he  fhould  conclude  with  moving  an 
amendment, — -"  To  affure  His  Majefty,  that  they  are  determined 
^*  to  grant  the  moft  liberal  fupplies,  for  the  purpofe'of  enabling  His 
f*  Majefty  to  adl  with  vigour  and  efFedt  in  fuppdrting  the  dignity  of 
f  *  his  Crown,  the  internal  fecurity  of  his  dominions,  and  the  good 
**  faith  towards  His  Majefty's  allies,  for  which  this  country  has 
f*  been  fo  eminently  diftinguiflied  :  and  that,  notwithftanding  the 
"  difappointments  and  reverfes  of  the  laft  campaign,  they  are 
**  firmly  convinced  th^t  from  tlie  unremitting  exertipns  of  His 
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'*  Majefty,  and  the  fpirit  and  zeal  which  have  been  fo  generallf 
**  manifefted  throughout  the  kingdom,  by  a  people  fenfible  of  the 
•*  advantages  they  enjoy  under  His  Majefty 's  Government,  they 
"•  may  promife  themfelves  (by  the  blefling  of  Providence)  complete 
**  fccurity  from  the  attempts  of  foreign  or  domeftic  enemies. 

"  That  at  the  fame  time  they  beg  leave  moft  humbly  to  rcprc- 
*'  fent  to  His  Majefty,  that  upon  full  confideration  of  all  the  event* 
**  and  circumftances  of  the  prefent  war,  and  of  fome  tranfaftions 
**  which  have  lately  paffed  in  France,  and  alfo  of  the  negociation 
•*  entered  into  by  the  States  General,  they  think  it  advifeablc  and 
**  expedient  to  endeavour  to  reftore  the  bleffings  of  peace  to  His 
*'  Majefty's  fubje<£ls,  and  to  his  allies,  upon  juft  and  reafonable 
^*  terms, 

**  But  that  if,  contrary  to  the  ardent  wifhes  of  his  faithful  Com- 
"  mens,  fuch  endeavours  on  the  part  of  His  Majefty  (hould  be 
^*  rendered  inefFecSual  by  the  violence  and  ambition  of  the  enemy, 
^*  they  are  perfuaded  tha,t  the  burdens  and  evils  of  a  juft  and  nc- 
•*  ceffary  war,  will  be  borne  with  chearfubiefs  by  a  loyal,  affeflion* 
f^  ate,  and  united  people." 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE  feconded  the  amendment ;  he  entered  into 
afliort  comparifon  of  the  fituation  of  France  and  England  in  carry- 
ii^  on  the  war,  with  a  view  to  the  circumftances  which  made  it 
eligible  for  this  country  to  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  putting  a 
period  to  the  conteft,  and  went  over  nearly  thq  fame  grounds  which 
Mr.  Wilbcrforce  had4lated  for  moving  it. 

•  Mr.  BURDON  faid,  we  had  entered  into  the  war,  as  he  con- 
ceived, not  for  the  purpofe  of  conqueft  or  indemnification,  but  to 
repel  an  unjuft  aggreffion,  and  bring  the  French  back  to  their  fenfes. 
The  French  were,  in  a  great  meafure,  brought  back  to  their  fenfes  ; 
and  he  could  not  fee  the  policy  of  perfifting  in  the  war,  becaufe  we 
difliked  their  form  of  Government.  He  (hould  therefore  vote  for 
the  amendment,  which,  in  every  point  of  view,  muft  be  produc- 
tive of  beneficial  confequences, 

Mr.  WINDHAM,  (the  Secretary  at  War)  faid,  he  had  heard 
with  furprifc  and  grief,  the  arguments  in  fupport  of  the  amend- 
ment. What  was  their  obvious  tendency  ?  Submiffion,  huniiliation, 
degradation  before  an  inveterate  and  ihfolent  enemy.  It  was  ab- 
furd  to  fay,  that  a  difplay  of  our  foroe  would  cure  the  evil ;  for  ,thc 
very  aifl  of  offering  to  treat,  or  fuing  for  peace,  would  be  a  con- 
feflion  of  weaknefs  diat  could  not  be  done  away.  Did  the  French 
Convention  zA  thus,  when  the  confederacy  againft  them  appeared 
the  moft  powerful,  and  they  were  preffed  by  the  arms  of  the  allies 
in  every  quarter  ?-— No :  they  remitted  notlwng  of  their  lofty  lajv 
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guage  ;    they  never  once  talked  of  peace.    It  was  prppofed  to  cor>-* 
fcnt  to  nothing  Icfs  than  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace,  while  it  vv^a« 
acknowledged  in  the  fame  breath,  that  no  peace,  concluded  uadoi^ 
the  prefent  circumftances,  could  be  fafe  ;  while  it  was  alledged,     as 
an  argument,  that  we  might  niake  it  fafe,  by  keeping  ourfelves  or» 
our  guard,  and  prepared  for  war.     The  war,  it  was  true,  had  been 
unfuccefsful ;  but  it  load  been  fo,  only  as  compared  with  the  wilhesy 
the  hopes,  and  the  force  of  the  confederacy.      It  had  been  unfuc- 
cefsful from  condud,  on  the  part  of  fome  of  the  allies,  of  whicH^ 
for  the  honour  of  nations,  he  hoped  the  inftances  would  be  few.       I^ 
was  not  unfuccefsful,  compared  with  foreign  wars  in  which  tH is 
country  had  been  engaged.     Look  at  the  hiftory  of  our  wars  with 
Louis  XIV.  which  continued,  with  little  interruption,  .for  twenty 
years  after  the  revolution.     In  thofe  wars  we  and  our  allies  hacf 
been  much  more  unfuccefsful  than  in  the  prefent  war,  and  yet,    by 
fpirit  and  perfeverance,  we  triumphed  in  the  end.    All,  therefore^ 
that  could  with  truth  be  faid  was,   that  the  war  hitherto  had  fiad 
only  a  negative  fucceft. 

If  the  enemy  had  over-run  part  of  the  territories  of  our  allies^ 
we  had  in  our  hands  very  valuable  poffejOTions  of  theirs,  which  ren- 
dered the  war,  however  unfuccefsful  as  to  the  main  objedt  of  it^ 
IK)t  unfuccefsful  with  regard  to  us  individually.  The  circumftance 
from  which  the  greateft  danger  appeared,  and  of  which  he  had 
fcen  ah  alarming  fyn^ptom  in  the  fpeeches  of  gentlemen  who  fpoke 
for  the  amendment,  was,  that  the  countty  -vas  not  true  to  itfelf ; 
it  had  not  put  hand  and  heart  to  the  war,  as  on  former  occafions, 
when  the  ftake  was  not  fo  great,  and  the  crifis  far  lefs  formidable. 
This  was  owing  to  feveral  caufcs.  The  French  revolution,  in  its 
earlier  ftages,  was  looked  upon  with  a  favourable  eye  by  the  people 
of  this  country.  We  all  regarded  it  as  the  virtuous  effort  of  a  great 
nation,  to  corrcft  the  abufes  of  its  Government ;  as  the  friends  of 
liberty,  we  looked  upon  it  with  an  indulgent  eye  ;  and  although  wjb 
faw  things  which  we  could  not  approve,  we  were  willing  to  hope  that 
the  evil  would  be  trSinfitory,  and  the  good  permanent.  Yet  even 
at  that  time,  there  were  not  wanting  men  of  great  and  comprehen* 
five  minds  to  warn  us  of  the  confequences  that  muft  ncceffarily  refult 
from  the  principles  on  which  the  French  revolution  was  proceeding. 
A  right  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Burl^)  who  he  regretted  was 
no  longer  a  Member  of  that  Houfe,  in  a  book  which  he  would  ad*- 
vife  all  who  heard  him  once  more  to  read,  had  predidfed  the  evil$ 
that  muft  neceffarily  enfue  frpm  their  doftrines  of  liberty,  equality, 
"and  the  rights  of  men.  It  was  his  fate  not  to  be  believed  at  the 
time,  aAd  afterward^  to  be  found  completely  right.     Then  can:i^ 
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Ac  opinions  of  thofe  -who  having  fevourcd  the  French  revolutiop  at 
ks  commencement,  could  not  fo  foon  as  others  detach  dieir  aiFaSions 
fiom  a  fyftcm  th^t  had  led  to  maffacre  and  ruin.  The  imaginationa 
of  the  people  at  lai^^  cohtinued  to  be  amufed  by,  as  he  and  thofe 
^th  whom  he  had  now  the  happinefs  to  zA  contended,  a  numerous 
and  aftive  party  infeded  to  die  bone  with  French  principles,  and 
interrton  the  fubverfion  of  the  Britifli  Conftitution.  Societies  form- 
ed by  fliis  party  had  propagated  doSrines  the  moft  hoftilfc  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  this  countiy.  But  it  was  faid,  the  Members  of  thcfe  foci- 
edcs  had  been  acquitted  by  the  verdi6l  of  a  jury  ;  and  gentlemen 
talked  of  their  innocence  in  a  tone  of  exultation.  He  wiflied  therti 
|oy  of  the  innocence  of  an  acquitted  felon. 

[He  was  called  to  order  by  a  Member  under  the  galleiy,  (Mn 
MAURICE  ROBINSON)  who  faid  he  could  not  hear  without 
indignation  the  term  felon  applied  to  a  man  who  had  been  acquitted, 
tad  the  verdi<9:  of  iin  Englifh  jury  arraigned  and  degraded.] 

Mn  Windham  explained  tiiat  he  did  not  mean  to  arraign  heit 
Ae  vcrdid  of  a  jury  ;  he  meant  only  to  fay  that  the  acquittal  of  the 
perfons  who  had  been  brckight  to  trial  for  treafon,  although  proof 
that  there  was  no  legal  evidence  of  their  guilt  in  the  opinion  of  thft 
jinics,  by  no  means  proved  that  thef  were  free  from  moral  guilt. 
The  evidence  in  his  mind  eftablifhed  the  direft  contrary.  The 
minds  of  the  people,  as  he  had  before  obferved,  were  agitated  by  a 
iparty  here,  countenanced  and  fupported  by  men  of  great  confideration, 
^ho  in  'fupport  of  their  own  views,  were  willing  to  receive  the  aid 
of  men  whbfe  views  they  knew  to  be  very  different,  and  for  thsit 
ftttpofe  entered  into  correfpondence  refponded,  and  fo  far  made  a 
<iommon  caufe  with  them.  The  French  revolution  in  a  very  early 
ftagc  proclaimed  univerfal  peace  j  and  all  who  applauded  this  vi- 
•fionary  do<Shine,  continued  to  applaud  thofe  by  whom  it  was  pro- 
mulgated, even  after  it  was  feen  that  their  pra6tice  led  only  to  war 
and  devaftation.  Thefe  were  fome  of  the  circumftances  which  had 
tendered  flie  profecution  of  the  war  on  our  part  lefs  vigorous  than 
it  ought  to  have  been.  He  maintained  that  our  interference  in  the 
'  internal  afikirs  of -France,  when  that  interference  became  neceffaty 
for  our  own  fafety,  was  wife  and  juft.  It  was  thediftruft  of  this 
which  had  unnerved  our  exertions,  and  prevented  us  from  inter- 
fering fo  foon  as  we  ought  to  have  done.  The  advantages  of  war 
or  peace  were  not  to  be  eftimated  by  the  territory  or  the  trade  wc 
roig^t  gain  or  lofe.  No  nation  could  fay — Let  us  be  difgraced  pro- 
vided we  grow  rich  ;  if  it  did,  what  fecurity  was  there  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  its  riches  ?  When  he  received  advice,  he  muft  confider 
*l»th  Iheadvice  itfelf,  and  thofe  from  whom  it  camc«     Approving 
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or  difapproving  of  the  French  revolution  muft  in  future  decide  and 
diftingui(h  the  political  charafters  of  men.     They  were  extremes 
irreconcilcable,  and  what  was  fit  for  the  one  could  never  be  good 
for  the  other.     When,  therefore^  any  man  offered  him  advice,  he 
would  firft  afk  to  which  of  the  two  defcriptions  he  belonged ;  and 
if  he  found  him  to  differ  in  this  effential  point  from  himfelf,  he 
would  fay,  "  This  may  be  good  advice  for  you,  but  cannot  be 
good  advice  for  me.'*     The  people  of  this  country,  he  trufted, 
would  in  future  think  this  diftindion  as  ftrongly  marked  as  he  did. 
He  could  not  fee  upon  what  principle  or  with  what  propriety,  thofe,, 
who  originally  confidered  the  war  as  juft  and  neceffary,  could  now 
change  their  opinion.     The  honourable  ^ntleman  who -moved  the 
amendment,  had,  as  far  as  his  fingle  vote  went,  contributed  to 
embark  his  country  in  the  war ,;   and  having  done  fo,  was  it  fair, 
on  difafters,  perhaps,  merely  cafual  and  temporary,  to  abandon  it  ? 
The  confederacy  againft  the  common  enemy,  was  not  to  be  confi- 
dered as  diffolved  becaufe  one  or  two  of  its  Members  had  with- 
drawn.    Even  if  it  were  diffolved,  How  long  was  it  fince  we  en- 
tertained the  idea  that  Great  Britain  alone  was  not  able  to  cope 
with  France  ?  With  refpeft  to  the  number  of  the  well-difpofed  in- 
habitants of  France,  there  was  no  reafon  to  believe  that  our  chance 
of  co-operation  within  the  kingdom  was  lefs  than  it  had  been. at  -any 
former  period.     He  was  aftoniflicd  at  hearing  any  man  talk  of  the 
(lability  of  the  French  Government,  which  exhibited  nothing  but 
a  fucceffion  of  changes,  and  thefe  changes  generally  effedled  by  vio- 
lence.    Peace  was  not  more  likely  to  be  obtained  for  our  aflcing 
for  it.     If  it  were,  what  would  then  be  the  fituation  of  this  coun- 
try ?  A '  fituation  fo  awful,  that  he  darft  hardly  contemplate  it. 
The  intercourfe  between  the  two  countries  muft  be  opened ;  the 
French  would  pour  in  their  emiffaries,  and  all  the  Englifh  infe^Sed 
with  French  principles,  whom  we  had  now  the  means  of  excluding, 
would  return  to  diffeminate  their  abominable  tenets  among  our  peo- 
ple.    With  what  views  would  they  come  ?  With  the  views  very 
forcibly  expreffed  in  a  fong  performed  with  great  applaufe  in  one  of 
thofe  innocent  focieties,  as  they  were  now  called,  a  ftanza  of  which 
he  recoUefted. 

They  come,  they  come,  the  myriads  come, 

From  Gallia  to  invade  us; 
Raife,  raife  the  pike,_  beat,  beat  the  drum. 

They  come,  like  friends,  to  aid  us. 

A  Jacobinical  club  would  be  erefted  at  every  one's  door;  of  pro- 
perty, an  inquifition  immediately  inftituted  refpecSing  his  rights  to 
ii  5  and  a  Convention  might  be  even  eftabliflied  in  the  neighbour** 
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hood  of  that  houfe.     Irt  this  fituation  of  danger,  then,  (hall  wc 
fend  a  fubmiflive  comrnifTion  to  them  ?   If  the  aggreflion  of  the 
Spaniards  at  Nootka  Sound,  a  place  fcarcely  marked  in  our  maps, 
called  forth  the -threatening  vengeance  of  this  country  ;  if  our  own 
tenritories  are  not  difmembered,  our  refources  almoft  untouched, 
fliould  we  give  up  a  war,  in  comparifon  of  which  all  former  ones 
arc  as  children's  play,  and  all  peace  muft  be  ruin  P  The  moment 
that  peace  was  concluded,  they  would  go  among  our  poor,  among 
our  labourers,  among  our  manufadhirers,  and  teach  them  the  doc- 
trine of  liberty  and  equality.     They  would  point  out  the  gilded  pa- 
laces of  the  rich,  and  tell  them  that  they  ought  to  be  plundered 
and  demoliftied  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor.     True  it  was  that  the 
poor  mart  had  as  great  an  intereft  in  the  fecurity  of  property  as  the 
rich ;  but  could  this  argument  be  made  fo  clear  to  the  poor  man  as 
to  perfuade  him  to  refpecl  the  property  of  his  wealthy  neighbour 
whale  he  had  no  property  of  his  own,  or  as  it  might  be, '  for  fuch 
was  the  neceffary  order  of  focifety,  the  means  of  obtaining  ^y  when 
he  flood  moft  in  need  of  it  ?     Such  a  peace  would  be  worfe  than 
any  probable  event  of  war.     But  of  the  future  events  of  war  we 
had  no  reafon  to.  defpond.      Exertions  greater  than  the  country 
csmid  make  at  any  former  period,  were  now  fo  lightly  borne  as 
hardly  to  be  felt.-^Who  could  fay  that  he  had  felt  them  ;  except 
thofe  whofe  expences  w^re  h  near  the  whole  extent  of  their  means, 
that  the  leaft  accident,  either  in  peace  or  war,  muft  reduce  them 
to  diftrefs  ?   Had  the  poor  felt  them,  unlefs  in  a  few  particular  and 
local  inftances  ?  Had  thofe  who  were  conftantly  telling  the  poor  of 
the  miferies  of  war,  beien  obliged  to  curtail  a  fingle  luxury  ?  What 
Member  of  that  Houfe  had  deprived  himfelf  of  any  of  his  wonted 
grarifications  ?   [Here  Mr.  Sheridan  reminded  him  that  the  Mem- 
bers were  not  the  poor.]     He  acknowledged  that  the  Members 
were  opulent  and  the  reprefentatives  of  opulence  ;  but  he  held  it  as 
a  maxim,  that  if  the  rich  felt  no  fufFering,  the  poor  were  not  likely 
to  feel  any  alfo.     The  caufe  for  which  they  were  fighting,  it  had 
been  faid,  would  animate  the  French  and  render  them  invincible. 
Where  had  this  invincible  courage  appeared  ?   In  what  inftance,  in 
what  quarter  had  the  courage  of  our  foldiers  and  feamen  been  infe- 
rior to  theirs  ?  Sorry  he  (hould  be  if  we  could  not  do  for  the  bcft  of 
all  caufes,  what  the  French  could  do  in  fupport  of  every  thing  the 
moft  flagitious.     The  French  emigrants  in  our  fervice  in  every  in- 
flancc  had  difplayed  a  valour  and  perfeverancc  not  furely  to  be  ex- 
ceeded by  their  infatuated  countrymen  againft  whom  they  were  re- 
duced to  the  neceflity  of  taking  up  arms.     He  dwelt  at  fome  length 
«n  the  unimpaired  refources  of  this  country  compared  with  the  un- 
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natural  and  confcqucntly  unfound  refources  of  France,  from  which 
he  inferred,  that  whatever  prefent  appearances  might  indicate,  wc 
jnuft  be  ultimately  fuccefsful.  It  was  not  the  charadter  of  the  En- 
glifti  eafily  Co  difpond.  Perfeverancc  and  invincibility  were  their 
chara6teriftics.  They  had  met  France  fingle  handed  in  her 
proudeft  day  ;  what  then  can  hinder  us,  unimpaired,  to  go  on  with 
the  war  with  a  nation  whofe  capital  is  with. accelerating  rapidity- 
wafting  away,  and  itfelf  upon  the  brink  of  poverty  ?  With  fuch  r 
pandemonium,  is  it  poflible  for  us  for  a  moment  to  tfiink  of  treating  ? 
They  were  bleeding  to  death,  our  wound  as  yet  was  but  ikin-deep. 
He  exhorted  the  Houfc  to  imitate  the  perfeverancc  of  the  French, 
who' endured  everj^  hardfliip,  and  in  all  their  domeftic  contcfts^  to 
jdo  them  juftice,  never  forgot  the  common  caufe  of  their  country. 
He  concluded  with  recommending  the  advice  given  by  King  WU. 
liam  to  his  parliament  after  an  unfuccefsful  campaign ;  that  by  per* 
fevering  they  might  hope  with  confidence  to  preferve  their  religion, 
liberties  aud  conlHtution,  if  they  were  not  wanting  to  themfelves, 
and  difplayed  the  patient  fpirit  of  Englilhmen. 

Mr.  BANKES  expreffed  himfelf  equally  aftoniflied  at  what  had 
fallen  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Windham)  as  that 
gentleman  had  ftated  himfelf  to  be,  at  the  fpeech  of  his  honourable 
friend ;  a  fpeech  which  was  replete  with  that  manly  and  decided 
Teafoning,  which  fo  ftron^y  chara6lerized  every  opinion  advanced 
by  that  gentleman.  He  did  not,  however,  feel  much  furprized, 
that  any  perfon  who  had  been  fo  ffarenuous  an  advocate  for  an  early 
and  premature  commencement  of  the  prefent  war,  (hould  continue 
fo  warm  in  his  aj^robation  of  its  continuance.  For  his  part,  he 
approved  of  the  war  in  its  commencerfient,.  becaufe  he  confidercd  it 
as  a  war  of  aggreffion  on  the  part  of  our  eneihies ;  he  (hould  continue 
ftill  to  approve  of  it,  did  be  not  confider  it  as  ruinous  smd  dcftruc- 
tive  in  its  eSk&s.  There  muft  be  fome  period  for  reftoring  peace. 
He  lamented  to  fee  that  period  put  off  by  the  fpeech  from  the 
Throne,  and  the  Addrefs,  to  fuch  a  difbince  as  afforded  little  prof- 
pe<a  fliort  of  an  eternal  ftate  of  warfare.  Were  we  never  to  treat, 
with  France  while  France  had  a  Republican  Government  ?  Thofe 
who  anfi/^Tred  in  the  affirmative  ought  to  be  able  to  (hew  that  die 
Republican  Government  of  France  muft  be  fpeedily  diflblved.  If 
they  could  not  (hew  this,  as  he  thought  they  were  unable  to  do,  it 
was  no  fymptom  of  fear  to  fay  that  a  war  of  fuch  indefinite  durationr 
muft  be  produdlivc  of  inevitable  diftreffes,  and  that  it  was  wife  and 
prudent  to  look  to  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  making  peace.  It 
feemed  to  him  that  the  French  Republic  would  laft  longer  dian  tht 
war  f^ftem  coul^i  laft.     He  was  happy  ia  believing  our  jrefouices  tf 
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be  as  great  and  cxtenfive  as  could  be  ftated  by  the  warmeft  admirer  of 
Minifters,  but  muft  fay,  that  extenfive  as  they  were»  (hoiild  the 
war  be  continued  until  the  overturning  of  the  French  fyAem,  it 
was  his  firm  opinion  a  national  bankruptcy  muft  be  the  confe- 
quence.  We  muft  treat  fome  time  or  other,  and  the  earlieft  time 
was  the  beft.  The  allies  with  whom  we  had  engaged  in  the  war 
were  much  more  deeply  intcrefted  in  it  than  we.  One  of  thefe  al- 
lies was  ncgociating ;  the  co-operation  of  another  even  money  could 
not  buy ;  and  the  complete  aftiftance  of  the  Emperor  we  were  not  to 
expe6t  gratuitoufly.  Was  Great  Britain  fingly,  or  at  her  fole  ex- 
pence,  to  fight  the  battles  of  all  thofe  allies  ?  There  was  no  degtz^ 
dadon  in  offering  to  treat  on  fair  and  equal  terms.  True  magnani- 
cnity  confifted  not  in  haughtinefs^  but  in  candour  and  plain  dealing. 
If  we  were  at  war  with  an  acknowledged  power,  we  might  have 
peace  in  the  worft  event  by  fome  facrifice  of  commerce  or  of  terri- 
tory ;  but  in  the  prefent  war  we  ftaked  every  thing,  for  we  faid  we 
would  not  treat  with  the  exifting  Govemment  of  France,  and  held 
out  no  profpeift  but  that  of.  extermination  on  the  one  fide  or  other. 
We  ought,  therefore,  to  explain  to  the  French  that  we  were  willing 
to  treat  upon  equitable  terms,  and  that  we  had  no  intention  of  in- 
terfering with  their  internal  Government.  He  was  convinced  that 
the  rifle  incurred  by  making  peace  was  infinitely  lefs  than  that  of  con- 
tinuing the  war,  and  therefore  thought  it  a  duty  he  owed  to  his 
country  and  his  conftituents  to  vote  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BUXTON  faid.  Acre  was  nothing  in  the  Addrcfs  that 
declared  we  would  not  treat  with,  the  French  Republic.  He  la- 
mented the  aiguments  for  difcontinuing  the  war,  which  he  had  no 
doubt  would  be  read  with  acclamation  in  the  French  Convention. 
Feeling,  as  he  did,  the  diftrefles  of  the  country,  and  having  fcen 
tfaem  to  be  great,  he  would  rather  fpend  his  laft  (hilling,  and  (bed 
the  laft  drop  of  his  blood,  than  fubmit  to  treat  with  the  prefent 
rulers  of  France. 

Sir  RICHARD  HILL  faid,  Mr.  Speaker,  though  I  never  at- 
tempt  to  deliver  my  fentiments  in  this  Houfe,  without  feeling  that 
awe  and  refped  which  are  duetto  the  Aflembly  before  which  I  ftand, 
yet  at  no  time  do  I  remember  to  have  rifen  under  fo  much  diftref« 
and  agitation  as  I  do  at  prefent. 

Any  one  who  may  have  paid  the  fmalleft  attention  to  the  condu6l 
of  foinfignificant  an  individual,  miift  have  obferved,  that  for  the 
courfe  of  many  years  I  have  (hewn  a  uniform  and  fteady  attachment 
to  Ae  prefent  Adminiftration,  and  particularly  to  the  truly  worthy 
tnddil^i^guiihed  charader  at  the  helm  of  public  affairs  ;  I  have 
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therefore  always  efteemed  it  my  honour  and  my  happinefs  to  give 
him  my  feeble  fupport  and  my  confidence.     But 

Amicus  PlatOy  amicus  Socrates,  magis  arnica  Pafrta* 

Sir,  my  difficulty  does  not  end  here.  I  have  always  undprftoot^ 
that  an  addrcfs  of  thanks  for  a  fpeech  from  the  Throne,  carried 
with  it  a  degree  of  perfonal  refpeft  to  the  Throne  itfelf.  Happy 
then  (hould  I  eftecm  myfelf,  could  I  give  my  voice  for  the  origi- 
nal motion  this  night,  but  if  I  am  tliercby  to  be  looked  upon  a$ 
pledging  myfelf  to  vote  for  a  continuation  of  the  war,  I  cannot  in 
confcience  do  it  How,  Sir,  can  i  again  look  my  conftituents  or  my 
countrymen  in  the  face,  were  I  to  vote  the  money  out  of  thei? 
pockets,  and  the  blood  out  of  their  veins,  in  fupport  of  a  war  which 
has  hitherto  been  difaftrous  in  the  extreme  ;  and  which  if  perfiftecl 
in,  I  am  perfuadcd  will  be  moft  awful  in  the  event.  It  is  true,, 
when  the  war  fir  ft  took  place,  I  voted  for  it  as  a  war  of  jujiice  and 
of  neccj/iiyy  nay,  as  a  war  which  was  unavoidable.  I  was  convinced 
that  our  alarms,  both  as  to  internal  and  external  danger,  were  far 
from  being  chimerical*  or  groundlefs,  and  I  thought,  and  do  thinks. 
that  much  praife  was  due  to  Government  for  their  timely  and  wife 
exertions  for  the  fafety  of  the  coqntry.  But  when  our  laft  campaign 
was  ended,  and  we  had  fulfilled  every  engagement  with  our  allies, 
(who,  by  the  bye,  liad  fulfilled  none  with  u$,)  I  was  exceedingly 
grieved  to  fee  that  Minifters  were  bent  on  profecuting  the  war ;  and 
ihould  certainly  have  voted  for  a  motion  made  for  peace,  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  laft  feffion,  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr, 
Fox,)  whofe  philanthropy  is  univerfally  acknowledged,  and  whofc 
lenity  I  myfelf  have  fufficicntly  experienced,  when  he  might,  by  a 
word,  have  cruflied  me  to  a^oms,  had  it  not  been  for  fomething 
which  fell  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  courfe  of 
tlie  debate,  which  was,  "  That  the  French  Convention  would  declare 
any  §f  their  Members  a  traitor^  who  Jhould  but  mention  peace  with 
England.'"  This  decided  my  vote  that  i>ighf ;  but  let  it  be  ob- 
fc^ved,  that  the  fanguinary  fadtion  of  Roberfpierre  then  ruled. 
Since  then  feveral  months  have  elapfed,  during  which  we  have  been 
profecuting  the  \var  with  vigour f  as  it  is  called.  But  what  have  we, 
or  what  have  our  allies,  gained  by  it  ?  I  believe,  the  word  RUIN 
will  anfwer  the  queftion  for  ^1  the  parties.  Try  it  for  the  Em- 
peror ;  Try  it  for  the  King  ol  Spain ;  Try  it  for  the  King  of  Sar- 
dinia ;  Try  it  for  the  Stadholder.  I  am  unwilling  to  fay,  Try  it 
for  ourfclves.  But  have  any  fteps  been  taken  by  us  to  put  an  end 
to  the  war?  I  fear  none  at  a^.  On  the  contrary,  have  wc  not  been 
foliciting,  bribing,  courting,  wooing,  Kings  and  Emperors  to  cany 
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pn  the  war,  aimoft  whether  they  would  or  not  ?  and' with  what  dlfr 
ficulty  have  they  at  laft  heewcoaxed  Xo  defend  their  own  territories, 
with  Englifti  money  ?  To  bring  this  matter  to  a  ftiort  iffuc,  Is  there 
an  honeft,  independent,  man  in  this  Houfe,  who  will  not  a(k,  Is 
there,  or  is  there  not,  zn  opportunity  of  making  peace  on  any  to- 
lerable terms  ?  if  it  be  faid,  yes,  then  in  God's  name,  let  us  en- 
deavour to  do  it  without  delay.     If  no,  then  let  us  withdraw  our 
forces  from  the  Continent,  and  keep  them  to  defend  ourfelves, 
Let  Old  England  add  to  her  wooden  walls,  by  which  (he  has  ever 
proved  hcrfelf  miftrcfs  of  the  ocean,  and  ihouted  on  the  vaft  theatre 
of  the  globe,  that  Britannia  rules  the  ^waves.     I  would  not  be  un- 
flerftood,  from  any  thing  I  have  faid,  to  lay  our  mifcarriages  at  the  ^ 
door  of  the,  right  honourable  gentleman  ;  I  believe  he  inherits  hi$ 
illuftrious  father's  fentiments  with  regard  to  continental  wars,  info- 
much,  that  what  one  of  our  own  poets  faid  of  a  quondam  great  Mi-^ 
nifterpf  France,  may  juffly  be  applied  to  him :  ^*  Peace 4s  my  dear 
delight,  not  Fleurys  more.''     I  believe  he  kept  off  war  as  long  as  in 
prudence  he  thought  he  poflibly  could,  and  till  he  apprehended  both 
juftice  and  neceffity  compelled  him  to  enter  into  it.  But  he  has  beei| 
unfortunate ;  things  have  turned  out  contrary  to  his  expectations ; 
and  I  fadly  fear,  that  unlefs  the  prefent  fyftem  be  abandoned,  no 
phange  for  the  better  can  be  expeded.     Under  this  perfuafion,-  Sir, 
I  give  my  hearty  approbation  of  my  worthy  friend's  amendment. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  however  defirous  he  might  be 
pf  firft  hearing  the  arguments  of  fome  gentlemen,  from  whom  he 
muft  expedt  the  ftrongeft  arguments  to  be  drawn  in  ft  vour  of  the 
propofcd  amendment,  he  was.  induced  to  offer  himfelf  at  this  late 
hour  to  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  left,  from  indifpofition,  he 
Should  be  incapacitated  at  a  ftill  later  hour  from  entering  upon  a 
difcuffion  upon  which  he  was  particularly  anxious  to  be  heard.  Of 
the  gentlemen  to  whom  he  had  firft  alluded,  there  were  many  whole 
priginal  opinions  upon  the  neceffity  of  this  war  muft  prevent  him 
from  entertaining  any  hopes  of  their  concurrence ;  but  as  fome  of 
|us  friends  had,  in  the  debate  of  this  evening,  contradiiSted  their 
former  opinions,  or^  were  led  to  alter  them  by  the  progrefs  of  un-» 
favourable  events,  it  was  with  them  that  he  meant  principally  to  be 
at  iffue.  He  would  firft  advert  to  the  conftruftion  and. terms  of 
the  Addrefs,  as  they  had  been  referred  to  by  his  honourable  friend 
(Mr,  Wilberforce),  and  with  refpedl  to  which  he  wiftied  to  give 
^very  explanation.  His  honourable  friend  had  faid  that  he  could 
not  confent  to  the  Addrefs,  becaufe  it  implied  that  this  country 
would  not  treat  with  a  Republican  Government  in  France.— He 
bad  not  pledged  himfelf  to  that  extent,  he  had'only  faid,  that  with 
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a  government  fuch  as  that>  which  was  now  exifting  in  France^  thl^ 
country  could  not  treat  with  fccurity ;  wc  were  certainly  not  drivcrm 
to  that  hard  extremity,  to  tha^  abfence  of  all  hope,  to  that  total  want 
of  refources,  as  rendered  it  neceflary  for  us  to  procure  peace  upon 
any  terms.     If  fuch  indeed  was  our  (ituation,  and  there  remained 
no  rational  hope  of  avoiding  the  impending  calamity,  he  never  had 
contended  that  it  would  not  be  incumbent  upon  us  to  yield  to  the 
extraordinary  preffure,  and  to  encounter  the  evil  in  its  utmoft  ex- 
tent. But  he  conceived  that  in  the  prefcnt  condition  of  afiairs,  there 
ftill  exifted  intermediate  terms.      He  would  not  fay  that  there  was 
no  Republican  form  of  Government,  with  which  it  would  be  pot- 
ilble  for  us  to  treat,  though  he  muft  confeis  that  he  did  not  deem 
fuch  an  event  the  moft  probable.     He  had  ever  thought  that  tho 
moft  likely  cafe,  in  which  we  could  treat  with  France,  would  be 
the  eftablifliment  of  a  Monarchial  Government;  on  fomething  like 
the  foundation  of  the  formei*  Government.     There  was  no  other 
Government  to  the  principles  of  which  we  could  look  for  the  fapie 
degree  of  fecurity.     And  he,  for  one,  did  not  think  this  country 
to  be  reduced  to  fuch  extrerhity  as  to  be  obliged,  in  the  prefent  mo- 
'  xnent,  to  treat  without  fecurity.     He  confidered  that  the  perfons, 
with  whom  he  was  now  at  iffue,  were  his  honourable  friends,  who 
had  exprcfled  themfelves  in  favour  of  the  amendment.    They  were^ 
in  the  firft  inftance,  convinced  of  the  juftice  and  neceflity  of  the 
war ;  they  had  exercifed  long  deliberation  on  the  fubje6t,  and  had 
now  declared  themfelves  pcrfuaded  that  the  time  was  come  when  it 
was  proper  to  treat  with  the  French.     He  muft  own  that  they  had 
appeared  to  him  on  the  prefcnt  occafion  to  fpeak  more  faintly  of  the 
confiderations  from  which  the  war  had  been  undertaken  than  he 
had  expeSed  from  their  former  fentiments.     The  objed  of  the 
coiiteft  had  been  ftated  in  repeated  Addreffcs  fanftioned  by  thcfe 
Jionourable  gentlemen,  to  involve,  not  only  the  permanent  interefti 
of  this  country,  but  the  exiftence  of  order,  humanity,  and  religion, 
in  oj^fition  to  anarchy,  cruelty,  and  impiety.     The  Government 
with  which  we  were  at  war  had  declared  itfelf  the  enemy  of  all 
natural  and  revealed  religion,  to  the  entire  exclufion  of  all  tolera* 
lion.     If  fuch  was  the  nature  of  that  Government,  how  dreadful 
ivcre  the  reflections  prcfented  by  the  example  of  fuch  a  Government, 
trampling  over  all  the  order  of  fociety,  over  every  thing  honourabk 
und.  facred,  more  efpecially  over  fuch  a  mind  as  that  of  his  honour- 
'  gble  friend.     Before  wc  came  to  fuch  an  alternative  wc  ought  at 
Ipaft  to  be  more  fure  of  having  exhaufted  all  our  refources,  and  all 
pur  hopes.     If  fuch  a  fyftem  was  indeed  to  be  allowed  to  triumph 
•ver  every  diing  dear  and  valuable,  wc  Ought  at  kaft  to  be  zS\xU 

„^iized  by  Google 


»  % 


A.  1794.  p  E  B  A  T  E  S« 

Aar  we  did  not  yield  to  the  fuggefKons  of  a  bafe  and  unmanly  (Scary 
^t  we  xdifted  while  we  entfcmined  any  hopes  of  being  able  to  re- 
fift  with  efFeA,  and  that  at  laft  we  fubmitted  not  to  an  afftimed  but 
to  a  real  danger,'  not  to  any  application  of  theoretical  principles, 
bat  to  the  prafticable  impoffibility  of  continuing  the  contcil.— « 


"Potult  qudc  plurima  virtus 


EJfefuit.      Toto  certatum  eji  corpore  regni* 

He  begged  pardon  if  he  exprefled  himfelf  with  more  emotion  than 
'was  coniiftent  with  the  propriety  of  debate ;  the  particular  iituation 
in  which  he  ftood,  oppofing  the  opinions  of  thofe  with  whom  he 
had  been  accuftomed  in  almoft  all  points  to  agree,  would,  he  trufted^ 
cxcufe  the  warmth  of  his  feelings. 

The  queftbn  now  to  be  difcuffed  might  (hortly  be  ftated,  Whc- 
dier  the  rifque  of  making  peace  with  the  prefent  Government  of 
France,  was  greater  than  that  of  continuing  the  war  in  the  prefent 
condition  of  the  refources  of  this  country?  As  to  the  variations 
of  the  French  Government  to  attach  any  particular  value  to  a  d\ing 
fo  often  changing  its  name  might  fairly  be  conftrued  to  amount  to 
in(fifierence  to  all.  Since  the  fell  of  Robcrfpierre,  the  party  of  the 
Moderates  had  been  at  the  head  of  the  French  Government.  But  it 
was  to  be  remembered  that  a  Conftitution  had  been  prepared  in 
time  of  war,  which  was  to  be  adopted  in  time  of  peace.  This 
Conffitution  was  fuperceded  by  the  R^evolutionary  Government.— 
The  prefent  Government  were  much  more  mitigated  in  the  ufe  of 
their  power  than  their  predeceifors,  from  whom  it  would  be  no  un- 
to account  of  them  to  fay,  that  they  juft  differed  about  as  much  as 
the  partisans  of  Roberfpierre  from  Briilbt  and  his  party,  who  were 
ihe  authors  of  the  war  with  this  country.  From  this  circumilance 
it  was  to  be  inferred  how  far  their  moderation  could  be  a  good 
ground  of  reliance  to  this  country  in  treating  for  a  peace.  They 
had  fucceeded  to  a  Government  founded  on  liberty  and  equality, 
and  the  unqualified  rights  of  man,  principles  different  from  thofe  of 
every  other  regular  Government  of  Europe,  and  particularly  hoftilc 
to  ^is  country.  Their  theoretical  principles  were  found  only  to 
produce  practical  violence,  while  our  Conftitution,  though  it  could 
not  boaft  ci  theoretical  excellence,  (hewed  that  it  contained  every 
thing  valtmble  in  pra6tice.  Thefe  principles  of  the  French  Go- 
vernment held  out  every  other  form  of  Government  to  be  founded 
in  ufurpadon  and  abufe;  and  the'perfuafion  of  this  not  merely 
grew  out  of  die  Government,  but  formed  part  of  it.  In  fhort, 
the  French  fyftem  poflcffed  all  Ac  inveteracy  and  bigotry  of  old 
popery.  .  Could  wc  believe  that  they  had  parted  with  the  inclipa- 
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tion,  ivhich  two  years  fince  they  had  fo  ftroi^ly  difoovered,  to  pro* 
pagate  their  fyftem  in  other  countfies  ?  Could  we  fuppofe  that  they 
would  not  retain  the  fame  inclination  the  moment  that  they  had  art 
opportunity  of  carrying  it  into  effect  ?    Peace  could  only  be  delirable 
to  the  French  upon  two  principles ;  firft,  that  Yuch  was  the  necefliQr 
of  their  affairs  that  they  would  be  glad  to  embrace  it,  and  fecondly^ 
that  the  interval  which  the  period  of  peace  would  afford,  would  be 
favourable  to  the  advancement  of  their  views.     What  was  the  proC- 
pedl  which  ^  peace  with  France  under  the  prefent  circumftances- 
prefented  to  this  country  ?     Had  we  reafon,  as  his  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Canning)  had  ftated,  to  expeft  from  fuch  a  peace  any  cordial 
intercourfe,  any  ufeful  commerce,   any  deiirable  amity  and  friend- 
ftiip  r  Could  we  from  fuch  an  ^vent  expe6l  'any  advantage  to  the 
public  economy  ?    Would  we  be  enabled  to  dilfband  our  armies  or 
difarm  our  fleets,    or  to  put  an- end  to  the  Traitorous  Correfpon- 
dence  bill,  and  the  other  meafures  which  had  been  paffed  with  a 
view  to  the  prcfervation  of  public  order  and  tranquillity  ?     H9  could 
cafily  fuppofe  that  thofe  gentlemen  who  had  in  an  early  part  of  the 
evening,  fo  decidedly  given  their  opinion  with  refpeft  to  the  late 
trials,  and  who  had  fuppofed  all  the  perfons  in  this  country  to  be, 
fo  pure,  as  not  even  to   be  infeSed  by  contaft  with  jacobin  pria- 
ciples,  would  forefee  no  danger  from  a  French  alliance,  and  would 
look  forward  with  fatisfadion  to  the  confequences  of  fuch  a  mea- 
fure.     But  fuch  was  not  the  cafe  with  his  honourable  friends,  who, 
even  in  fuch  an  event  talked  of  the  neceflity  of  additional  precau- 
tions, in  order  to  guard  the  dignity  of  the  Crown,  and  preferve 
the  tranquillity  of  the  country.     What  then  would  be  the  rational 
profped  of  advantage  to  this  countrj^  from  a  peace  with  an  cn- 
r^d  enemy,  in  which  there  could  exift  no  confidence  on  cither 
fide,  but  which  muft  neceffarily  give  rife  to  a  ftate  of  jcaloufy,  fuf- 
picion,  and  conftant  armament.     He  would  not  here  fpeak  of  that 
narrow  and  pernicious  policy,  which,  in  order  to  ward  off'  a  prefent 
difad vantage,  incurs  the  rifque  of  a  greater  evil,  and  which,  to  fave 
ourfelves  from  a  temporary  inconvenierKe,  expofes  the  d^refi  inte- 
refts  of  pofterity,  and  every  confideration  for  which  men  ou^t  to 
be  prepared  to  hazard  their  lives  ;  and  fliould  a  rupture,  as  would 
moft  probably  be  the  confequence,   follow  clofe  upon   the  heels  of 
fuch  a  peace,  in  what  fituation  would  you  come  to  the  contcft  ? 
You  would  then  have  put  an  end  to  the  machine,  which  is  with  fo 
much  difficulty  fet  in  motion,  and  which  can  fcarcely,  at  the  end 
of  two  years,  be  raifed  to  the  pitch  neceflary  to  try  the  national 
ftrength — a  pitch  to  which  it  would  be  almoft  intpoflible  to  raifc  it 
again  in  the  iknlie  fpace.  Qty  the  Qthcr  hand  the  cnfniy  would  find  it  a^ 


A.  1794.  D  E  B  A  T  E  6*  0 

ioiprafliblc  to  diiband  their  troops,  as  with  refpcft  to  your  forces  yoii 
would  find  it  ncceffary.     They  would  again  be  prepared  to  ftart  with 
the  fame  gigantic  refources,  deriving  frcih  confidence  from  the  dif* 
pdition  which  you  had  ijicwn  to  peace,  and,  new  vigour  from  the 
interval  which  had  been  afforded  to  hoftilities.     What  then  would 
be  your  fituation  ?    Jt  bad  been  faid  that  you  would  have  to  carry  on 
the  war  without  any  alliance  at  all.    .On  the  event  of  this  night's 
debate,  may  depend  what  fhall  be  your  future  fituation  with  refpcft 
to  your  allies.     If  you  do  not  now  proclaim  your  weaknefs,  if  you 
do  not  renounce  your  profpeds,  yqu  have  ftill  great  hopes  from  the 
alliance   of  Europe.     Neither  Pruffia,    Auftria,    Spain,    and  the 
States  of   Italy,   were  yet  in  fuch  a  fituation  thzt  their  pittance 
ini^t  not  be  looked  to  in  carrying  on  the  conteft.     The  honourable 
gentlemen  who  fupportcd  the  amendment,  difclalmed  the  language 
of  fear  ;  they  fa1d  they  knew  what  Great  Britain  could  do,  if  once 
it  was  roufed.     What  then  was  to  be  inferred  from  all  their  for- 
mer prcrfeflTions  ?     Was  this  then  a  bufinefs,  in  which,  after  aU> 
they  were  not  ferious  ?  Was  this  caufe  which  had  been  admitted  to 
involve  not  only  the^noft  important  interefl^  of  Great  Britain,  but 
the  fafety  of  Europe  and  the  order  of  fociety,  not  confidered  to  be 
hi  fuch  a  nature  as  required  all  the  energies  of  the  country  ?  What 
then  was  the  greater  neceflity  to  which  they  looked  ?  What  the  oc- 
cafion  on  which  they  deemed  that  they  could  more  worthily  employ 
their  eflPorts  ?     If  we  fhould  diflfolve  the  powerful  confederacy  with 
ivhich  we  were  now  united,  could  we  liope  again  to  bring  it  back  at 
our  fummons  ;  and  would  we  not  in  the  cafe  of  a  frefli  rupture  be 
cxpofed  alone  to  the  fury  of , France,  without  the  fmallcft  profpejft 
of  affiftance  from  any  other  quarter  ?      But  this  was  not  the  only  ob- 
jcftion.to  aba'ndoning  the  war  in  the  prefcnt  moment.     We  were 
defircd  to  relinquilh  the  contefl:  at  a  period  at  which  all  the  natural 
and  unnatural  refources,  by  which  France  had  hitherto  been  enabled 
to  pcrfevere,  were  faft  approaching  to  their  termination.     To  give 
peace  to  France  in  the  prefcnt  fituation.  of  their  affairs,  would  be 
to  enable  them  to  recruit  thefe  refources,  and  to  renew  their  depre- 
dations at  the  iexpence  of  this  country.     Confidered  in  all  thefe 
points  of  view,  the  dangers  of  peace  were  infinite  ;  and, it  was  in 
every  refpeft  preferable  to  continue  the  contefl:,  even  with  the  pro- 
babilities which  the  afpe^t  of  affairs  prefented.     The  only  anfwer  to 
all  thefe  obje<9ions  was  a  fpeculation  that  in  the  event  of  a  peace, 
the  prefent  deihruftive  fyftem  would  no  longer  be  able  to  maintain 
its  ground,,  and  France  would  naturally  fall  into  a  more  regular 
foipof  Government.    It  had  been  argued  that  the  fyftem  had  hi- 
Ihcrto  only  been  uroh^ld  by  the  extraordinary  preflf^re  from  the  exte- 
Vql.XL.  H 
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nor,  and  that  as  foon  as  that  preflurc  was  withdrawn,  it  muft  ne- 
ceffarily  fall  in  pieces.  But  what  would  be  the  conciufion  if  the  faA 
ii^as  otherwise  ?  and  the  extraordinary  preffure,  inftead  of  being  the 
caufe  of  the  exiftence  of  the  fyftem,  had  now  almoft  brought  it  to 
the  verge  of  ruin  ;  and  if  a  peace,  inftead  of  liaving  the  efFedl  to 
cftabliih  a  moderate  and  fettled  Republic,  would  tend  only  to  pro- 
duce a  more  powerful  and  violent  defpotifm  than  even  that  which 
now  fubfifted.  When  it  was  faid,  therefore,  that  a  peace  'would 
have  the  effect  to  overthrow  the  Government  of  France,  the  propo- 
rtion was  by  no  means, clear ;  the  probability  was  much  greater  that 
the  perfons  now  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  would,  in  order 
to  continue  their  own  power  (and  in  France,  it  was  to  be  recol- 
Icfted,  that  the  continuance  of  their  power  was  connedted  with  that 
of  their  lives,  fo  that  in  addition  to  the  incentives  of  ambition,  they 
had  the  powerful  motive  of  felf-prefervation)  be  induced  to  continue 
the  fame  fyftem  of  meafures  that  now  prevailed.  Obliged  as  they 
ivould  be  to  recal  a  powerful  army  from  the  frontiers,  would  the 
troops  of  whom  it  was  compofed,  after  having  tafted  the  fweets  of 
plunder  and  the  licence  of  the  field,  be  contented  to  return  to  the 
peaceful  occupations  of  induftry  ?  Would  they  not,  in  order  to 
Jimufe  their  daring  fpirit,  and  divert  from  themfelvs  the  efFe6ls  of 
their  turbulence,  be  compelled  to  find  them  fome  employment  ? 
And  what  was  the  employment  to  which  they  would  moft  naturally 
diredt  their  firft  attention  ?  They  would  employ  them  to  crufh  all 
the  remains  of  courage^  loyalty  and  piety  that  yet  remained  in 
France  ;  and  extinguifli  all  that  gallant  and  unhappy  party  from 
whofe  co-operation  we  might  promife  ourfelves,  at  any  future  pc- 
tiod,  to  derive  advantage.  What  elfe  could  be  expected  from  thofe 
Moderates,  who,  though  affuming  that  appellation^  had,  in  fuc- 
<Jeeding  to  the  party  of  Roberfpierre,  only  eftablifhed  themfelves  on 
a  new  throne  of  terror  I  Thus  the  peace  which  was  in  the  prefent 
inftance  propofed,  as  the  means  of  fafety,  would  ultimatqTy  only 
Operate  to  enfure  the  work  of  deftruftion.  But  this  was  but  a  fniall 
part  of  the  objedlions  to  concluding  a  peace  in  the  prefent  moment. 
His  honourable  friends  who  fupported  the  aniendment,  had  not  yet 
told  him  what  fort  of  peace  they  propofed  to  make^  and  before  they 
could  require  his  aflent  to  their  propofition,  they  ought  firft  to  be 
prepared  to  (hew  what  terms  of  peace  they  would  adopt  under  the 
prcfertt  circumftances,  rather  than  proceed  to  carry  on  the  war  for 
another  campaign.  Except  they  could  do  this,  to  propbfe  a  peace, 
in  the  lituation  in  which  we  were  now  placed^  was  only  to  propofc? 
a  gratuitous  lofs  of  honour,  to  hold  out  a  fymptom  of  fear,  and  a 
fignal  of  dcfpair.     Would  his  honourable  friend,  or  would  even  the 
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right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  (Mr.  Fox)  hinrfclf  fay,  that 
England  was  in  that  ftate  under  which  (he  fliould  agree  to  a  peace, 
leaving  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  in  poffefllon  of  the  French  t  In  9, 
few  mondis  after,  Holland  would  certainly  be  added  to  that  acquis 
iidon,  and  in  a  fhort  time  afterwards,  tlie  fword  muft  be  drawn 
again,  upon  terms  of  much  greater  difadvantage,  than  we  had  now 
to  encounter  in  carrying  on  the  war.  He  would  affert,  paradoxical 
as  it  might  appear,  that  the  only  fecurity  for  Holland  at  prefent  in 
making  a  peace  with  France,  was  derived  from  the  circumftance  of 
our  ftill  continuing  to  carry  on  the  war.  Who  that  looked  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  Convention,  did  not  fee  that  it  was  their  policy 
on  every  occafion,  to  keep  up  their  arrogant  and  menacing  fyftem, 
and  to  hold  a  high  tone  of  fuperiority  with  refpect  to  all  other  na* 
tions  ?  By.thefe  means  they  had  contrived  to  cherifh  that  fpirit  of 
cnthufiafm  among  the  people,  which  had  enabled  them  to  make 
fuch  extraordinary  exertions,  and  on,  which  they  depended  for  the 
continuance  of  their  power.  It  would  be  impoflible  tp  propofc 
peace,  without  an  implied  admiflion  of  this  boafted  French  fuperi- 
ority ;  to  adopt  the  language  of  pacification,  would  at  once  be  an 
acknowledgement  of  their  clainls,  and  a  confeflion  of  your  ow^n  dif- 
grace. 

Would  they,  in  fuch  a  fituation,  be  difpofcd  to  makepeace  with 
you  on  termjs  of  equality,  or  muft  not  you  be  contented  to  accept  of 
fuch  terms  as  they  fhould  be  inclined  to  offer  ?  The  honourable  Ba- 
ronet, (Sir  Richard  Hill)  whom  he  highly  refpedled,  had  alluded  to 
a  decree  of  the  French  Convention,  mentioned  by  him  in  the  courfc 
of  laft  feflion,  and  had  afligned  that  decree  as  a  reafon  why  he  then 
voted  for  the  war.  This  was  the  decree  of  the  i  jth  of  April,  1793, 
in  which  it  had  been  declared  treafon  for  any  ms^n  to  propofe  peace 
with  the  powers  at  war,  except  upon  a  recognition  pf  the  French 
Republic,  on  the  principles  of  liberty  and  equality,  founded  on  the 
unalienable  aud  imperfcriptible  rights  of  man.  They  were  not 
fimply  content  widi  the  recognition  of  their  Republic,  eicept  it  was 
acknowledged  on  their  own  principles,  principles  hoftile  to  every 
eftabliflied  Government,  and  which  he  contended  could  not  be 
adopted  by  this  country,  without  figning  the  depofitionofthe  King, 
and  the  annihilation  oif  the  Parliament.  But  even  if  a  peace  were 
to  be  made  on  thtjiatus  quo,  it  could  not  be  done  without  a  reftl- 
tution  on  your  part  of  the  conquered  Weft-India  iflands,  on  retain- 
ing which  depend  not  only  all  yopr  hopesi  of  indemnification  for  the 
expences  of  the  war,  but  ')f  the  future  fecurity  of  your  own  poffef- 
fions  in  that  quarter.  Would  you,  in  any  other  war,  readily  be 
tlifpofed  tp  n^ake  fuch  ^  concefllon,  ^nd  will  you  be  induced,  in  the 
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prefent>  tamely  to  fubmit  to  fuch  a  fecrlficci  THc  fcenc  of  mifeiy 
and  horroi'  that  muft  enfue,  was  indeed  inconceivable  ;  the  furren- 
"  fler  of  thefe  iflands,  would  be  to  give  up  to  the  fury  of  tlieir  an-r. 
cient  tyrants,  the  miferable  inhabitants  whp  had  fought  your  pro- 
te6Hon,  and  at  once  to  violate  every  principle  of  good  faith  and  hu-^ 
inanity.  Before^  too,  you  made  fuch  a  furrender,  there  was  an- 
other qUeftion  to  be  confidered :  no  lefs  than  whether  you  would  af- 
ford to  the  French  an  unrefifted  opportunity  of  working  upon  the 
iinfortunate  fyftcm  that  now  prevailed  in  that  ^country  ;  and  intro- 
ilucing  their  government  bf  anarchy,  the  horrors  of  which  were  even 
inore  dreadful  than  thofe  of  (Tavery."  To  thofe  who  had  in  com- 
mon deplored  the  meafures  of  the  unfortunate  negroes,  it  muft  ap- 
pear aftonifhing,  that  any  propofition  likely  to  be  attended  with  fuch 
confequences,  could  ever  enter  the  mind  of,  his  honourable  friend 
^Mr.  Wilberforce).  Befides,  it  was  impofiible  to  afcertain  what  a 
wide-fprcad  circle  of  calamity  the  adoption  of  this  propofition  might 
produce.  If  once  the  principles  of  Jacobinifm  (hould  obtain  'a  foot-. 
ing  in  the  French  Weft- India  iflands,  could  we  hope  that  our  own 
tvrould  be  fafe  from  the  contagion  ?  If  it  had  been  found  fcarcely 
poflible  to  fliut  out  the  infection  of  thefe  principles  from  the  wellr- 
tempered  and  varioufly  blended  orders  of  fociety  which  fubfifted  in  * 
this  country,  where  a  principle  of  fubordlnation  ran  through  all  the 
tanks  of  fOcicty,  and  all  were  united  by  a  reciprocity  of  connedioni 
and  intereft,  what  might  be  expedled  to  be  their  efFe6^s  operating 
upon  the  deplorable  fyftem  fubfifting  in  that  quarter.  It  would,  be 
giving  up  your  own  colonies  fpeedily  to  be  devoted  to  all  the  horror^ 
'of  anarchy  and  devaftation.  Such  is  the  fituation  to  which  you 
would  reduce  yourfelves  by  any  propofition  for  peace  in  the  prefent 
tnornent,  even  upon  the  Jlatus  ^«<7,,  which,  in  all  probability,  would 
iot  'be  accepted.  Any  fiich  propofition  muft  neceffarily  imply  ^ 
confefiion  of  your  own  weaknefs.  You  muft  a(k  ibr  peace,  not  in- 
deed in  the  languajge,  but  in  the  pofture,  offupplication.  He  had 
TOt^yet  heard  oiir  own  difficulties  ftated  infuch  terms,  asftiewed  an 
abfolutfe  neceffity-  of  immediately  having  recourfe  to  peace.  What 
iiad  chiefly  been  infifted  on,  was  the  unfortunate  event  of  the  laft 
campaign.  He  was  not  difpofed  to  dimitiifli  the  extent  of  our  ca- 
lamities, or  hold  Out  any  flattering  prdfped  of  the  fuccefs  of  our  ope- 
rations. The  fpeech  of  His  Majefty  mentioned  the  reverfes  and 
'difappointments  which  had  attended  the  progrefs  of  our  arms.  But 
■^as  this  a  fufficient  ground  why  weThould  ail  at  once  be  induqed  to 
abandon  the  war,  and  to  fue  for  peace  ?  Was  the  enumeration 
which  had  been  made  of  the  chfecks  and  defeats  in  the  courfe  of  the 
laft  campaign,  to  be  confidered  as  at  all  conclufive  ?  Had  not  iimi- 
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far  checks  and  defeats  occurred  in  fomner  wars,  where  the  objed 
was  much  lefs  ferious,  and  where,  after  all,  the  event  had  been 
fuccefsful?  Would  any  man,  then,  from  the. experience  of  former 
wars,  pretend  to  fay,  that  the  bare  check  of  military  operations,  or 
the  transfer  of  territory  from  one  Power  to  another,  were  fufficient 
grounds  of  difcouragement,  or  formed  the  ultimate  eriteridn  of  fuc* 
cefs  r  No  man  would  pretend  to  fay  fuch  was. the  cafe.  And  if 
fuch  was  not  the  fact  with  refpec^  to  wars  in  general,  much  leis 
would  it  hold  with  refpcft  to  the  prefent  war,  as  carried  on  by  this 
country.  All  modem  wars  had  been  remarked  to  depend  on  a  com- 
parifon  of  the  means  by  which  they  were  ix>  be  carried  on.  That 
power  which  pofTeffed  the  fuperiority  of  refources  had  been  foond 
finsdly  to  be  fuccefsful.  The  great  qucftion  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  France,  in  the  prefent  contcft,  was,  Which  (hould  be  able 
to  hold  out  longeft  in  point  of  pecuniary  refources  ?  At  prefent  both 
die  balance  of  territorial  acquifitions,  and  of  pecuniary  refources,  . 
were  on  the  fide  of  Great  Britain.  Nay,  he  ihould  go  ferther,.  and 
venture  to  affcrr,  that  if  all  that  hUd  been  loft  by  Auftria,  PruflTia, 
and  the  States  of  Italy,  were  to  be  put  together,  it  would  not  amount 
to  the  extent  of  the  lofs  which  had  been  fuftained  by  France  alone, 
fince  the  commencement  of  the  war.  With  refpeft  to  the  refourcc* 
of  France,  they  had  exifted,  and  they  had  ceafed. 

He  faid  it  would  indeed  be  very  Angular,  if,  becaufe  a  naticxi, 
in  dired  contradi6Uon  to  hope  and  reafon,  had  maintained  a  war 
of  two  years,  and  carried  it  on  with  a  wild  profufion,  which  en- 
abled thenj  to  aftonifh  the  world  with  their  militaiy  atchievements, 
tliat  it  was  not  to  be  determined  when  thofe  means  would  end ;  he, 
for  his  part,  thought  it  a  fubjeei  of  reafonable  calculation.     They 
exifted,  he  faid,  by  means  as  extraordinary  as  the  events  they 
brought  about — their  pecuniary  expences  were  beyond  any  thing 
ever  known — and  fupported  by  requifition  of  perfon,  life,  and  pro- 
perty— ^they  depended  entirely  upon  terror— every  thing  that  weak- 
ened that  fyftem,  weakened  their  means,  and  as  the  adoption  of 
moderation  fapped  it  on  one  fide;  fo  the  perfeverance  in  attack  could 
not  but  puU  it  down  on  the  other — "  take  eyery  paj^t  of  it,"  faid  he, 
**  one  by  one,  view  their  expenditure,  and  then  fee,  whether  terror 
is  not  the  inftrumeilt  by  wliich  diey  have  raifed  their  extraordinary 
fuf^lie^,  and  obtained  ^11  their  unexamplcxi  fuccelTes*"     His  ho- 
fwurable  friend  (Mr.  Canning)  had  ftated  the  expence  with  which 
the  French  Government  had  been  attended  fince  the  commencement 
of  the  revolution.    As  to  entering  into  details  of  this  fort,  he  wifhed 
to  obferve,  diat,^if  any  Member  was  defirous  to  be  acquainted  with 
thcautfiorities  upon  Tfhich  he  proceeded,  he  was  regdy  to  enter  into 
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any  particular  difcuffion,  and  point  oqt  the  fources  from  which  he 
had  derived  his  information.  He  then  ftatcd,  that  fince  the  revolu- 
tion dieir  expenditure  amounted  to  480  millions  fterling ;  320  mil- 
lions fterling  in  two  years  was  the  price  of  the  efforts  by  which  they 
wrefted  from  the  allies  the  conquefts  they  had  obtained.  But  was 
this  to  be  confidered  as  the  fcale  of  what  they  could  fpend?  did- 
thefe  enormous  fums  arife  from  an  increafe  of  revenue,  or  from  an 
orderly  fyftem  of  finance  ? — Not  at  all — it  arofe  from  an  unlimited 
paper  credit — and  all  their  own  accounts  -  concurred,  'he  faid,  in 
declaring,  that  if  carried  imy  farther,  it  would  be  impoffible  to 
maintain  any  longer,  much  lefs  to  augment  it,  by  any  further  ag- 
gravations of  the  mifchiefs  of  plunder  ancj  confufion.  It  had  even 
been  ftated  by  their  oWn  leader,  that  it  had  now  been  carried  to  that 
point,  beyond  which  it  could  not  be  extended  without  r^iin  to  the 
:couhtry.  In  former  times  the  whole  circulation  of  France  had  been 
ftated  to  amount  only  to  90  millions  annually,  of  which  it  maj 
naturally,  be '  fuppofed  that  a  great  part  remained  una£live.  He 
mentioned  this  in  order  to  (hew  how  far  the  fcale  of  their  expendi- 
ture exceeded  what  might  be  fuppofed  to  be  the  natural  refources  o£ 
ihe  country.  While  the  circulating  medium  of  the  whole  countiy 
amounted  to  no  more  than  90  millions  in  1793,  the  aflignats  iffued 
;imounted  to  1 30  'millions  fterling  ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  the  price 
,e(  all  the  ^conveniences  of  life  rofe  to  an  enormous  height.  The 
•forcible,  nieafures  brought 'forward  and  adopted  for  the  temporary 
remedy  of  this  grievance,  did  not  bring  into  aftual  circulation  above 
.13a. millions,  and  thereby  were  reduced  to  half' their  nominal  va- 
lue, fo  that  the  Louis  brought  1 20  livres  in  affignats,  one-fixth  of 
their  nominal  value  only.  Then  came  into  their  aid  the  fyftem, 
of  terror,  and  the  paradoxical  experiment  of  credit,  founded  on  the 
bafis  of  fear— ^for  from  defolation  and  diftrefs  they  extraded  fuch 
fuins  as  could'  not  be  raifed,  from  the  utmoft  confidence,  in  the 
moft  opulent  nation  of  the  eaith.  It  might  appear,  he  faid,  very- 
extraordinary,  how  they  contrived  to  carry  into  the  receflfes  of  eveiy 
'houfe  the  impulfe  of  their  engine,  terror — z  law  was  made  by  them 
.cnading  a  penajty  of  20  years  imprifonment  againft  any  man  who 
refufed  to  take  the  affignats  at  the  depreciated  value  of  one-fixth, 
and  at  the  fame  time  obliging  tiiem,  by  an  arbitrary  maximum^  to 
fell  their  provifions  at  a  low  price  fixed,  by  themfelvc^.  This  he 
•faid,  was  a6iually  carried  into  execution— but  means  fo  violent  could 
.  not  be  expedled  to  laft  long.  In  the  days  of  Robcrfpierre,  the  ad- 
.vocates  for  the  French  had  faid,  all  this  was  done  by  the  cnthufiafm 
of  the  people— but  appeared  afterwards  to  be  done  by  cruelty— 
by  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  and  the  indefatigable  adivity  of  the 
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^Ilotine— that  taken  away,  the  aflignats  fell  confiderably.  One 
thii^,  he  faid,  he  would  mention,  on  the  authority  of  the  French 
Minifter  of  Finance,  under  the  title  of  an  Article  of  Oeconomy, 
viz.  in  addition  to  the  other  pngines  of  tyranny,  they  eftabliihed  in 
every  divifion  a  defcription  of  men,  under  the  name  of  Revolution- 
ary Committees,  who  were  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  execution 
of  this  law  ;  they  lived  by  plunder,  and  coft  no  lefs  a  fum  than  26 
millions  fterling*  Since,  thofe  130*  millions  aforementioned,  in- 
ftead  of  diminifhing,  tiiey  augmented  to  260  million^  fterling;  and 
their  own  account  of  the  ftate  of  thofe  in  1793V  would  give  fome 
idea  of  the  effed  likely  to  be  produced  by  260  millions.  If  then 
the  fyftem  of  terror  be  done  away,  how,  he  aiked,  could  they  fub- 
fift  ?  a  fyftem  fo  unnatural  could  not  fubfift  by  natural  means,  as 
the  fyftem  relaxed,  aflignats  decreafed  in  value,  and  were  charged 
atan  immoderate  difcount  by  the  fervants  of  the  Convention  them- 
fclves.  In  two  months  after  the  death  of  Roberfpierre,  they  fell  to 
one  half,  and  lately  to  one  fourth  of  their  nominal  value.  In  ad- 
dition he  ftated,  that  the  Members  in  the  Convention,  even  thofe 
who  were  moft  oppofite,  concurred  in  declaring,  that  by  the  dimi- 
nution of  aflignats  their  means  were  leflTened,  and  that  they  could 
only  raife  them  by  contraSing  their  exertions,  and  diminifhing  their 
forces.  And  it  fliould  be  recoUeded  this  was  their  only  refource. 
Was  it  thep  too  much  to  fay,  their  refources  were  nearly  at  an  end  ? 
It  was  this  unlimited  power  which  th?  French  Convention  had  af- 
fumed  to  purchafe  or  to  feizc  all  property,  as  fuited  to  their  purpofcs, 
which  accoanted  for  the  ftupendous  fcale  of  operations  which  they 
had  been  enabled  to  purfue.  This  circumftance  Completely  folv<;d 
the  phaenomenon,  which  otherwife  appeared  fo  inexplicable,  and 
was  adequate  to  all  ihofe  miraculous  eflFefts  which  had  attended  the 
progrefs  of  the  French  revolution,  and  which  feemed  to  baffle  all 
reafoning,  as  much  as  they  had  exceeded  all  human  expedfation. 
In  all  thefe  circumftances  he  would  fey  that  we  had  fufficient  in- 
ducements to  carry  on  the  war,  if  not  widi  the  certainty  of  faith, 
yet  at  leaft  with  the  confidence  of  expe6hition.  A  war,  the  imme- 
diate termination  of  which  would  be  attended  with  certain  evil,  and 
the  profecution  of  which,  under  the  prefent  circumftances,  was  at 
leaft  not  without  great  probable  hope. 

If  we  looked  to  the  iituation  of  Ffance,  they  were  now  attempt- 
ing to  have  recourfe  to  a  milder  and  more  moderate  fyftem,  a  fyf- 
tem which  would  only  deprive  them  of  thofe  prodigious  energies, 
which  they  had  hitherto  exerted  ivith  fuch  aftonifliing  cfFedt ;  but 
they  no  longer  indeed  poflTefled  the  fame  means,  and  could  not 
Acrefore  be  expedtcd  to  difplay  the  fame  exertion^.     Would  it  be 
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poffible'for  them  all  at  once  to  reftore  the  farmer  to  the  occupations 
c^f  agriculture,  and  the  merchant  to  the  purfui^  of  commerce,  and 
to  replace,  in  an  inftant,  the  devaftations  of  war  and  plunder,  by  the 
arts  of  peace,  and  the  exertions  of  induftry  f  It  would  require 
years  of  tranquillity  to  reftore  them  to  the  enjoyment  of  thofe  ordi- 
nary refources,  which  they  had  poffeffcd  previous  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  prefent  deftruftive  war — refources  which  they  could  no 
longer  employ.  For  even  could  it  be  fuppofed  that  Roberfpicrrc 
.were  raifed  from  the  dead,  they  would  no  longer  be  qualified  to  dlf-  > 
play  the  fame  energies  which,  under  his  adminiftration,  had  been  . 
called  forth  by  the  influence  of  a  fyftena  of  terror  ;  the  means  by 
which  thefe  exertions  had  been  fupplied,  were  now  exhauftcd.— 
What  could  they  poflibly  refort  to  for  fre(h  fupplies  ?  Could  it  be 
fuppofed,  that  when  the  forced  loan  failed  at  the  time  it  was  at- 
tempted, it  can  again  be  tried  and  fucceed,  in  a  time  much  more 
unfavourable  to  it,  when  the  fyftem  of  terror  is  almoft  diffolved  i 
The  queftion  then  was — ^had  we,  under  the  prefent  circumftances,  ■ 
the  profpcdl  of  being  able  to  bring  as  great  a  force  into  the  field,  as 
would  require  from  the  French  the  fame  degree  of  exertion  which 
had  been  neceflary  in  the  former  campaigns  ?  Even  let  it  be  fuppo- 
fed that  Holland  ftiould  fall,  and  that  circumftances  (hould  be  fuch 
that  we  could  no  longer  look  for  afliftance  from  the  Court  of  Berlin, 
yet  he  could  fee  no  reafon  why  the  augmentation  of  rhe  Britifti  force 
might  not  fully  fupply  the  lofs,  and  even  do  fpmething  more  valu- 
able in  point  of  efFedl,  with  refpe<£l  to  the  operations  of  the  war. 
He  could  fee  no  reafon  if  we  gave  to  Auftria  the  pecuniary  aid 
which  it  required  as  its  own  expence,  why  we  might  not  be  able, 
in  conjunction  with  the  augmented  force,  which,  from  the  aftiftance 
of  our  credit,  it  would  be  enabled  to  bring  forward,  along,  too  with 
the  powers  of  Spain,  and  the  States  of  Italy,  to  efFedt  a  powerful 
diverfion,  and  accompli  fli  the  important  purpofe — a  purpofe  in  the 
accomplifliment  of  which,  the  happinefs,  almoft  the  exiftence  of 
Europe,  entitely  refted. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  exhaufted  as  he  felt  himfelf,  and  difgufted 
as  the  Houfe  muft  be  at  hearing  a  repetition  of  the  fame  arguments 
Upon  which  we  had  been  firft  involved  in  a  fituation  difaftrous  be- 
yond example,  if  he  did  not  endeavour  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe  the 
neceffityof  adopting  the  amendment,  or  an  amendment  of  fome 
fuch  nature,  he  (hould  be  wanting  in  his  duty.  On  the  conduct 
of  the  war,  riot  a  word  had  been  faid.  The  honourable  Baronet 
\vho  moved  die  Addrefs,  had  declined  all  difcuffion  on  that  head, 
cxpreffing  his  belief  that  thofe  who  were  cntrufted  with  the  direction 
.•f  it  would  give  the  neceflary  explanations  at  a  future  period.    The 
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J  time  would  come  for  thofe  explanations,  or,  'at  leaft,  for  calling 
Ifer  them.     At  prefent,  he  wiflied  gentlemen  to  confider  the  horri- 
Ible  pifture  which  two  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters  had  given  of  our 
uadon ;  that  we  were  engaged^  and  muft  perfevere  in  a  conteft, 
:  iffue  of  which  involved  iiot  territory  or  commerce,  not  viftory 
defeat,  in  the  common' acceptation  of  the  words;  but  ouf  Cort- 
urion,  our  country,  our  exiftcncc  as  a  nation.     Viewing,  this 
^'dure,  he  was  glad  that  truth  and  reafon  had  at  length  found  their 
ay  to  the  minds  of  fome  men.     He  (hould  have  thought  it  ^ 
e,  indeed,  if  ^vHile  fo  many  had  feparated  themfelves  from 
on  differences  of  political  opinion,  there  (hould  have  been 
ne  to  adopt  the  opinions  which  he  ftill  retained.     Thofe  Mho 
oved  and  fupported  the  amendment  now  faid,  that  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  ought  not,  by  their  Addrefs  to  ther  Crown,  to  pledge 
emfelves  never  to  agree  to  a  peace  with  France,  while  the  prefent 
Republican  Government  exifted.     Was  this  a  new  dodtrirte  ?   Cer- 
tainly not ;  but  it  was  new  to  call  upon  the  Houfe  for  fuch  a  pledge* 
It  was  the  firft  time  of  afklng  Parliament  to  affure  His  Majefly  that 
ey  would  never  think  it  advifeable  to  treat  with  the  French  Rc- 
bublic  on  the  prefent  fyftem,  unlefs  in  a  cafe  of  fuch  imperious  ne- 
ffity  on  the  part  of  this  country  as  muft  preclude  all  reafonirtg, 
hd  he  gave  Minifters  credit  for  their  candour  in  aiking  it  thus 
irly,  and  without  equivocation.      [Mr.  Pitt  intimated  acrofs  the 
blc  that  expreffions  in  a  former  Addrefs  pledged  the  Houfe  to  this] 
fr.  Fox  faid,  he  wiftied  to  give  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
ne  credit  for  candour,  but  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fo  de- 
eded the  thing,  that  he  could  not  endure  even  the  name.     He 
knew  there  were  expreffions  in  former  Addrcffes  that  might  admit 
Ffuch  a  conftruSion  ;  and  aware  that  they  would  be  fo  conftrued, 
(J^hen  Minifters  found  it  convcriicnt,  he  had  warned,  but  in  vain,  the 
ioufe  againft  adopting  them.     If,  in  the  misfortunes  of  hi^  country 
'were  poffible  not  to  fympathize,  he  fhould  feci  fome  confolation 
I  obferving  the  effedl  of  double  dealing ;  of  ufing  words  in  one 
ifc,  with  the  intention  of  their  being  underftood  in  another ;  of 
urting  the  fupport  of  fome  men  upon  one  interpretation,  and  of 
iers  upon  an  interpretation  diredly  oppofite.     If  the  Minifter  had 
aid  candidly  and  plainly,  in  the  firft  inftance,  "  This  war  is  un- 
ten  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  deftroying  the  French  Govcrn- 
it,  and,  come  what  will,  we  can  never  make  peace  while  that 
bVernment  endures,"  he  might  not,  perhaps,  have  had  fo  many 
lupporters,  but  he  would  have  been  faved  the  unpleafant  feeling  of 
Ithis  day's  difference  with  hi^  friends.      His  eagerncfs  to  obtain  the 
lopport  of  all  led  him  to  make  ufe  of  equivocal  words,  and  now 
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his  own  friends  told  him  that  they  did  not  interpret  thofc  words  as 
he  did ;  that  they  thought  the  deftruftion  of  the  French  Govern- 
nient  a  delyable  objedt  if  it  could  be  accompHflted  on  reafonable  terms  ) 
but  that  if  they  had  imagined  that  peace  muft  never  be  thought  of, 
till  that  Government  was  deftroyed,  they  would  not  have  voted  for- 
the  war.     Here  was  an  inftance  of  the  Minifter's  deriving  no  ad- 
vantage from  equivocation.     Here  at  length  '^as  what  he  had   fo 
pftcn  laboured,  but  without  efFed,  to  obtain  ;  a  clear  declaration  of 
the  precife  objeft  of  the  war,  and  of  the  terms  on  which  alone  ive 
could  hope  for  peace.    This  led  to  the  qucftion  of  policy  ;  and,  in 
proceeding  to  examine  that  queftion,  he  found  another  inftance  of 
ingcnuoufnefs.     The  Speech  from  the  Throne,  the  mover  and  fe- 
conder  of  the  Addrefs,  admitted  that  we  had.  experienced  difafters 
in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  campaign.     The  two  Minifters  who  had 
fpoken  on  the  fubjeft,  both  faid  they  would  not  deny  that  the  enemy 
had  over-run  provinces  and  taken  ftrong  towns. — ^They  would  not 
deny— aftonifliing  candour*!  The  acccflion  of  ftrength  and  integrity 
tfiey  had  gained  in  the  Cabinet  infpired  them  with  fuch  confidence 
that  they  felt  bold  enough  to  fubftitute  plain  dealing  for  fhiiffling 
and  equivoque,  and  they  would  not  deny  that  the  enemy  had  over- 
run provinces  and  taken  ftrong  towns !  When  the  true  ftatement 
was,  that  never,  in  ^ny  one  campaign,  fince  the  irruptions  of  the 
Goths  and  Vandals,  had  fuch  reverfes  been  experienced  on  the  one 
hand,  and  fuch  acquifitions  made  on  the  other.     The  French  had 
not  only  driven  the  allies  from  France,  retaken  all  the  captured 
fortreffes,  but  were  now  adually  in  poffeflion  of  all  the  Auftrian 
Netherlands,  Dutch  Brabant,  a  confiderable  part  of  the  United 
Provinces,  all  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  except  Mentz,  part  of 
Piedmont,  all  the  province  of  Navarre,  and  much  of  Bifcay  arid 
Catalonia — Then  Minifters  were  ready  to  confefs  that  the  French 
had  taken  ftrong  towns !  Wer©  fo  many  ever  taken  in  any  five  cam- 
paigns in  die  hiftory  of  modern  Europe  ?  He  ftiould  be  told,  it  was 
a(fling  the  part  of  a  bad  fubjeft  to  exaggerate  the  fucceflfcs  of  an 
enemy  ; — ^^hc  would  reply,  that  he  was  adting  the  part  of  an  honeft 
Member  of  Parliament,  in  telling  the  Houfe  truths  which  they  ought 
to  hear,  as  the  only  grounds  of  deciding  properly  ;  and  reminding 
them  of  difafters  which,  not  fortune,  but  folly,  had  brought  upon 
the  country.     Qn  the  means  by  which  the  exertions  of  the  French 
had  been  hitherto  ftimuEited,  much  declamation  had  been  wafted. 
If  we  were  ever  to  be  unfortunately  in  the  fame  fituation  with  the 
French,  we  ftiould  then  make  fimilar  exertions,  and  not  till  then. 
Why  not  make  fimilar  exertions  now  ?  Becaufe  we  had  not  fimiJar 
motives.    That  we  were  fighting  for  our  Conftitutioo,.our  liberties^ 
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rel^on,  and  lives,  did  very  well  for  rounding  a  period  in  a  fpeech ; 
but  the  people  would  believe  none  of  all  this,  nor  that  they  who 
faid  fo  believed  it  themfelves.  To  him  it  was  aftonifhing  how  any 
fet  of  men  who  did  believe  it,  could  have  fo  worked  themfelves  up, 
IS  to  rifk  fuch  a  war  on  the  wild  theories  they  had  nourifhed  in  their 
>wn  minds,  or  the  applaufes  of  thofe  who  were  but  too  ready  to 
ipplaud  upon  truft.  To  hear  them,  one  would  think,  that  no  na- 
ion  was  at  peace  with  France,  or  that,  if  any  were,  it  muft  already 

undone.  Was  Denmark,  Sweden,  or  even  Genoa,  notwith- 
tanding  our  tyrannical  conduft  towards  it,  in  a  ftate  of  anarchy, 
in  confequence  of  being  at  peace  with  France  ?  Was  America, 
^hofe  own  glorious  Conftitution  was  founded  on  the  rights  of  man  ? 
No  fuch  thing— With  America  the  intercourfe  of  France  was  great 
JSnd  conftant ;  in  America,  French  principles,  more  than  in  any 
Other  country,  the  principles  of  liberty  and  equality,  might  be  ex- 
^e&^d  to  find  a  genial  foil ;  yet  America  was  fo  far  from  being 
Htfown  into  a  ftate  of  anarchy  by  the  growth  of  thofe  dreaded  prin- 
iples,  that  (he  had  juft  obtained  a  very  advantageous  treaty  of  amity 
md  commerce  with  this  country — a  treaty,  as  far  as  he  had  heard 
f  it,  which  juftice  and  policy  would  have  diftated  at  any  time, 
mt  which  he  feared  the 'difficulties  in  which  our  Minifters  had  ip- 
Solved  themfelves,  rather  than  their  juftice  or  policy,  induced  them 
io  give.  Why,  then,  were  we  to  be  fo  much  afraid  of  peace  with 
'ranee,  when  fo  many  other  nations  had  made  the  experiment,  without 
ly  mifchievous  confequences  ?  When  men  were  attached  to  theories 
heyfhut  their  eyesagainft  theplaineft  andftrongeft  h&s.  The  French 
Revolution  had  now  fubfifted  five  years  and  a  half,  and  in  the  fixth 
fcar  of  it  we  were  told,  that  if  we  were  to  make  peace  with  the  pre- 
eut  rulers  of  France,  their  terrible  principles  would  fpread  anarchy, 
md  robbery,  and  bloodfhed,  not  only  over  this  country,  but  over 
idi  the  world.  Yet  though  their  fucceffes  had  been  brilliant  beyond 
iple,  (and  how  far  fuccefs  impofes  upon  the  bulk  of  mankind. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could  tell  better  than  moft  men), 
accept  in  the  petty  ftate  of  Geneva,  of  which  he  did  not  know  to 
le  upon  French  principles,  not  a  fingle  revolution  had  th^ir  exam- 
te  produced.  To  us,  however,  it  was  faid  that  their  intercourfe 
time  of  peace  would  be  moft  fojrmidable.  From  Calais  to  Do- 
'cr  they  would  pour  in  upon  us  fo  many  miffionaries. — What,  had 
they  none  already  here  ?  Had  not  Minifters  told  the  Houfe  and  the 
public,  that  for  more  than  two  years,  Jacobin  Societies,  correfpond- 
ing  with  the  Jacobin  Societies  of  France,  had  been  labouring,  with 
inde&tigable  zeal,  to  propagate  Jacobin  principles  ?  Happily  thefe 
Inniflaries.  who  knew  the  habits,  manners,  and  language  of  our 
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people,  had  been  labouring  without  cfFeS ;  nay,  he  was  juftificd 
in  feying  fo  by  Minifters  themfelvcs  j  for,  thank  God,  the  King's 
Speech,  for  the  firft  time  thefe  two  years,  had  nothing  of  an  alarm 
in  it.     There  muft,  then,  be  fomething  in  the  French  language, 
fo  agreeable,  fo  foodiing,  fo  captivating,  fo  'intelligible  to  EngUfti 
^'rs,  that  French  cmiffaries  would  be  fure  of  fuccefs,  where  Eng-^ 
Ulh  emiffaries  had  laboured  ix\  vain  for  more  than  two  years.       Oc^ 
the  expreffion — acqmtted  Felon,  which  a  right  honourable  genfle- 
man  had  ufed,  he  hoped  inadvertently,  fince  he  had  thought  it  nc- 
CefEiry  to"  explain  it,  hefhould  fay  nothing  of  how  reprehenfible  it 
was,  either  in  a  conftitutional  or  moral  point  of  view.      Of  *th© 
Societies  then  in  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  mind,  he  believed 
the  trueft  defcription  had  been  given  from  the  Bench,  viz.  *^  Thafe 
they  wanted  numbers,  arms,  money,  and  even  zeal."     This,   he 
believed,  would  be  found  to  be  the  accurate  defcription  of  any  So-. 
ciet)^,  formed  in  tliis  country,  for  the  purpofe  of  overturning  the 
Conftitution.     That  there  might  be  a  few  fpeculatifts  in  this  coun- 
try, who  would  prefer  another  form  of  Government  to  the  prefent, 
he  had  no  doubt ;  there  were  fuch  in  every  couhtrj^  \  and    ever^ . 
thefe  feldora  had  much  zeal*     But  the  Englifli  language  would  not 
do  to  feduce  the  people  of  England  from  their  allegiance  to  the 
Conftitution.      French  emiffaries  muft  come  over  and  inculcate 
French  principles  in  the  French  language.     They  muft  go  anr*ong 
our  labourers  and  manufacturers,  and  as  the  calamities  of  war  had 
proved  infufRcient  to  roufe  them,  tell  them  they  were  now  expofcd 
to  all  the  calamities  of  peace !   The  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.   Windham)  complained  of  want  of  zeal   in   the  country. 
Surely  our  foldiers  had  not  fought  with  lefs  valour,  nor  our  officers 
with  lefs  fkill,  than  in  any  former  war.      Whatever  bravery  or  con- 
dudl  could  atchieve,  they  had  uniformly  done  ;  but  it  muft  be  re- 
coUeded,  that  the  general  exertion  of  a  campaign  depends  upon  the 
numbers  brouglit  into  the  field. 

When  he  formerly  made  a  motion' in  that  Houfe  for  peace,  he 
found  no  want  of  zeal  for  war,  no  want  of  zeal  to  cry  down  any 
m^  who  had  the  hardinefs  to  oppofe  it — at  leaft  he  found  enough, 
a)id  knew  not  to  what  greater  length  it  could  have  gone,  unlefs 
they  had  expelled  him  the  Houfe,  or  declared  him  a  traitw,  as 
they  feemed  to  think  a  laudable  pradlice  in  other  places  towards  any 
man  who  oppofed  the  will  of  the  majority.  What  was  the  caufe 
of  that  zeal  ?  contempt  for  the  enemy  and  confidence  in  their  owa 
ftrength ;  and  the  caufe  being  gone,  the  effedl  had  ceafed.  Such 
would  ever  be  the  cafe  with  zeal  founded  on  falfe  principles.  Why 
were  the  zeal  and  exertions  of  the  French  lefe  affeded  by  ill  fucceftj 
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than  ours  ?  Minifters  would  anfwer :  "  tficy  force  every  man 
into  the  field  who  is  capable  qf  ferving,  they  ftrip  every  other  man 
of  whatever  they  want  for  the  fervice  of  the  army,  and  amid  mi- 
fery,  wretchednefs  and  death,  they  produce  an  unnatural  exertion 
by  means  of  tyranny  and  terror." — At  the  c^ill'of  neccffitv,  even 
fuch  means' mud  be  refortcd  to.  Were  a  French  army  to  land  in 
this  country,  <!eclaring  that  they  would  make  no  peace  with  us,  till 
we  renounced  our  Conftitution  and  accepted  of  a  form  of  Govern- 
ment according  to  their  fancy,  who  would  deny  that  every  man 
capable  of  ferving  againft  them  muft  be  compelled  to  fervice,  and 
that  every  facrifice  muft  bfc  made  by  individuals  to  repel  the  com- 
mon danger  ?  Such  afts  in  fuch  cafes,  inftead  of  tyranny,  became 
a  virtue  ;  and  he  was  furprjfed  to  hear  men  of  correcSt  minds  de- 
ducing arguments  from  them,  of  which  they  ought  to  be  afhamed. 
Would .  we  fubmit,  it  was  aiked,  to  peace  with  the  prefent  Go- 
vernment of  France  ?  Submit  to  what  ?  Submit  to  the  French 
having  a  bad  Government  ?  Had  we  not  fubmitted  to .  this  for 
more  than  a  century  ?  Had  we  ever  found  ourfclves  uneafy  under 
our  fubmiflion  to  Perfias  having  a  bad  Government  r  Had  w© 
not  fubmitted  to  all  the  injuftice;  cruelty  and  flaughter  perpetrated 
.  in  Poland  ?  Then  it  was  afked,  "  Would  we  fubmit  to  propofo 
peace  ?"  If  all  nations  were  to  ftand  upon  this  point,  no  waii 
could  ever  be  concluded,  but  by  the  extermination  of  one  or  other 
of  the  contending  parties,  for  one  or  other  muft  fubmit  to  prc^fe 
peace.  But  to  propofe  peace  was  no  fubmiflion,  no  degradation. 
Peace  had  often -been  propofed  by  the  viclorious  party,  and  this  had 
always  been  deemed  an  atS  of  wifdom  and  magnanimity,  not  of 
conceflion.  What  were  all  the  other  degradations  and  fubmiflion^ 
but  Irfty  words  and  unmeaning^  phrafes  ?  We  had  once  faid,  that 
we  would  never  treat  with  the  prefent  Government  of  France ;  take 
away  this  impediment  to  peace,  and  every  advantage  we  obtained 
afterwards,  if  the  war  muft  be  continued,  would  be  fomething  in 
our  favour ;  whereas,  while  that  remained,  our  fucceffes  would 
only  ftimulate  the  enemy  to  frefti  exertions,  by  frefti  fufFerings  and 
frcfli  facrifices  ;  for  it  was  impoflible  to  fuppofe  diat  the  French 
Government  would  ever  ncgociate  for  it^  own  deftru<Stion.  Would 
not  this  give  a  clear  landHon  of  juftice  to  the  war  ?  Would  it  not 
produce  unanimity  with  greater  zeal  and  exertion  at  home,  by  con- 
vincing every  man  that  we  were  not  at  war  for  unrcafonable  or  im- 
JwadHcable  obje<Ss,  but  to  bring  an  unreafonable  enemy  to  equitable 
terms  of  peace  ?  But  what  might  it  nc!t  be  expe<3ed  to  produce  in 
Frence,  where,  as  Minifters  faid,  the  Government  was  perpetually 
cban^ng  from  band  to  hand,  and  th^  lofs  of  power  marked  thepe- 
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riod  of  Hfe  ?  Mlnifters  were  always  fpeculadng  on  the  internal 
affairs  of  France  ;  why  hot  try  a  little  of  this  fpcculation  ?  The 
Convention,  they  faid,  deluded  the  people  by  telling  them  that  they 
were  waging  war  of  extermination.  To  offer  to  treat  would  put 
an  end  Xo  the  delufion,  the  people  would  open  their  eyes,  and  the 
Convention  tnuft  give  them  peace  or  meet  the  extermination  which 
they  were  faid  to  denounce  againft  others.  The  prefent  ftate  of  the 
war  was  calamitous  beyond  example.  We  had  gained  Martinico, 
Guadaloupe,  St.  Lucia,  and  part  of  St.  Domingo,  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  with  Corlica  in  the  Mediterranean,  Our  Allies  had  loft 
all  he  had  enumerated  in  the  former  part  of  his  fpcech.  If  thcfc 
aftonifhing  exertions  of  the  enemy  by  land  had  impeded  their  exer- 
tions by  fea,  it  would  be  fomething  ;  but  unfortunately  the  predic- 
tion in  one  of  the  King's  fpeeches,  that  their  navy  had  received  art 
irrecoverable  blow  at  Toulon,  was  already  falfified.  Was  it  not 
true  that  a  fleet  had  already  failed  from  that  port  fuperior  in  point 
of  number  to  our  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean  ?  Their  naval  exer- 
tions at  Breft  had  afforded  Lord  Howe  one  of  the  moft  glorious 
triumps  in  the  annals  of  our  hiftory.  If  their  navy  had  been  fuch 
as  Minifters  reprefentcd  it  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  viz.  a 
navy  only  upon  paper,  Lord  Howe  would  not  have  had  the  glory 
of  beating  an  enncmy  of  fuperior  force.  But  even  that  blow  proved 
not  to  be  irreparable,  for  they  had  now  a  fleet  at  fea  which  it  was 
doubtful  whether  we  could  immediAtply  coUe6l  a  fuflScient  force  to 
drive  from  the  Englifli  Channel.  Thcfe  circumftances  were  matter 
of  very  ferious  confideration  to  every  man  who  felt  for  the  honour 
and  fafety  of  his  country.  If  the  war  fhould  go  on,  muft  we  not 
expcft,  from  what  we  have  fecn,  that  the  enemy  would  again  dif- 
putc  with  us  the  fuperiority  at  fea  ?  The  fkill  and  courage  of  our 
pavy  he  confided  in  as  untriatched  by  any  people  in  the  world  ;  but 
fkill  and  courage  could  not  always  compenfate  for  inequality  offeree; 
and  as  our  chance  of  vi6tory  was  greater,  fo  was  our  ftake.:  The 
defeat  of  the  French  fleet,  as  we  had  fo  lately  experienced,  would 
be  of  little  confequence  to  the  general  iflue  of  the  campaign,  while 
the  defeat  of  our  fleet  would  be  little  fliort  of  abfolute  deftruclion. 
Why  then  expofe  us  on  fuch  unequal  rifk  ?  It  was  admitted, 
however,  that  when  difafter  had  fubdued  obftinacy  and  extinguifticd 
hope,  we  muft  make  peace,  even  with  the  French  Republic.  Then 
indeed,  all  that  was  now  imagined  of  humiliating  and  degrading 
would  be  true  ;  we  muft  throw  ourfelves  at  the  feet  of  tliofe  we  had 
contemned  and  rivilcd,  perhaps  exafperated,  and  fubmit  to  what- 
ever terms  they  thought  fit  to  impofc.  Why  expofe  ourfelves  to  the 
bar«  poi&bility  of  fuck  ruin  ?      Why  not  renounce  the  yifionary 
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projcd  of  overturning  the  prefent  Government  of  France  ?     If 
after  that  they  abufed  the  peace  we  made  with  them,  w^e  (hould  do  as 
we  had  done  with  France  before,  contend  for  fuperiority  with  the  fame 
ftake  and  the  fame  exertion.  If  afked  what  terms  of  peace  he  would 
advifc,  he  would  anfwer,  that  to  adjuft  the  terms  was  the  bufincfs 
of  Minifters, .  who  alone  poffeffed  the  neceffary  information.     Let 
them  propofe  fuch  terms  as  on  a  confideration  of  all  the  circum* 
fences,  of  the  relative' ftrength  of  the  contending  parties,  of  what 
might  be  gained  and  wliat  loft  on  either  fide,  they  (hould  judge  to 
be  fair  and  equitable,  and  if  thefc  were  refufed,  we  (hould  be  in  a 
better  fituation  than  before,  becaufe  both  parties  would  know  what 
the}^  were  fighting  for,  and  how  much  the  attainment  of  it  was 
wordi.  Anotlier  difficulty  arofe  from  the  French  Loyalifts.  Thank 
God,  he  was  innocent  of  whatever  might  befal  thefe  unfortunate 
men.     He  had  deprecated  the  war  in  the  firft  inftancc,  and  after  it^ 
commencement,  every  ad  which  could  give  the  French  Emigrants 
reafon  to  expeft  our  fupport  in  their  pretenfions  upon  tjieir  own 
country.     Next,  it  was  faid  :    "  Will  you  give  up  the  Weft  India 
Iflands ;  will  you  deliver  over  thofe  men  to  the  vengeance  of  their 
implacable  enemies,  who,  as  the  price  of  your  protedion,  alTifted 
,  you  in  taking  thofe  Iflands  ?*'     To  thefe  qucftions  let  them  anfwer, 
who  had  facrificed  the  French  Emigrants  fighting  in  our  pay,  in 
almoft  every  garrifon  we  had  been  compelled  to  furrender,  who  had 
thrown  men  into  fituations  from  which  they  could  not  be  extricated, ', 
nor  yet  receive  the  ordinary  protedion  of  the  laws  of  war.     Thefe 
might  be  difficulties  to  the  Minifler  ;  thefe  might  be  reafons  why 
he  (hould  never  be  able  to  extricate  himfelf  froni  the  bufinefs  with 
honour ;  but  it  was  the  Nation's  honour,  not  the  Minifter's,  about 
which  he  was  anxious.     The  Honourable  Baronet  who  moved  the 
Addrefs,  had  exprefTed  his  hopes  of  a  unanimous  vote  in  fupport 
of  it.     If  it  were  to  be  voted  unanimoufly,  this  country  could  never 
make  peace  with  honour  ;  if  there  were  a  divilion  upon  it,  part  of 
the  country  w^ould  come  out  clear.     In  His  Majcfty's  fpeech,  there 
is  no  mention  of  allies  ;  it  was  only  faid,  "  that  His  Majefty  will 
omit  no  opportunity  of  concerting  the  operations  of  the  next  cam" 
paign  widi  fuch  of  the  powers  of  Europe  as  are  impreffed  with  the 
fame  fenfe  of  the  neceffity  of  vigour  and  exertion."     Who  thofe 
powers  might  be  we  were  left  to  conjedlure.    The  Dutch,  however, 
we  were  told,  were  negociating,  and  the  King  of  Pruflia,  we  knew, 
had  failed,    ,  The  hon.  gentleman  who  feconded  the  Addrefs,  had 
given  him  th6  credit  of  prediding  this  failure  ;  but  added  that  he 
himfelf  had  predicted  the  fall  of  Robcrfpierre,  and   various  other 
matters  which  had  alfo  come  to  pafs.     The  honourable  gentleman 
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might  have  predifted  that  it  would  ht  a  dry  funifher  and  a  tainy 
autumn  ;  he  refigned  to  him  all  the  honour  of  prediftion.     For  hife 
own  part,  he  had  predided  nothing  ;  he  had  only  ufed  the  beft  a?^ 
'guments  he  was  able,  to  fhew  that,  from  the  paft  conduft  of  the 
King  of  Pruflia,  there  could  be  no  rcKance  on  any  engagement  he 
might  enter  into  with  us,  and  the  event  had  fhewn  that  thofe  ar- 
guments were  all  founded.     The  Minifter  himfelf  would  not.  now 
promife  us  any  affiftance  from  the  King  of  Pruflia  beyond  his  con- 
tingent as  an  Ele6lor  of  the  Empire,  even  on  the  treaty  of  178^. 
But  the  Emperor  was  to  make  a  great  augmentation  of  his  forces, 
by  money  borrowed  on  our  credit.     Why  on  our  credit  ?     Plainljr, 
becaufe  he  had  no  credit  of  his  own.     Were  there  no  monied  men 
in  the  Emperor's  dominions  ?     Were  the  capitalifts  of  Europe  fo 
ihort-fighted,  fo  flow  in  perceiving  the  advantages  of  an  Imperial 
loan,  that  they  could  not  fee  them,  till  pointed  out  by  our  Govern* 
ment  ?     They  faw  the  advantages  ;  but  they  would  not  lend  their 
monc)',  "bcc^wjfe  they  knew  the  borrower  was  not  to  be  trufted.  The 
loan  was  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  a  fubfidy  under  another  name, 
a  diftindion  fo  flimfy  and  fo  trifling,  as  he  hoped  never  to  have  feen 
attempted  by  the  Minifters  of  great  potentates.     Mark  then  the 
dcfperate  lituation  to  which  we  were  reduced.  The  only  Ally  from 
whom   we  had  any  hopes  of  efficient  aid  was  the  Empieror  ;  and 
from  him,  for  the  enormdus  fum  of  fix  millions,  we  might  get  as 
good  and  as  ufeful  a  fubfidiaiy  treaty,  as  was  our  treaty  with  die 
King  of  Pruflia  laft  year.     The  Emperor,  it  would  be  faid,  had 
more  faith — fo  it  was  faid  of  the  King  of  Pruflia ;    but  he  had 
very  little  confidence  in  the  faith  of  the  cabinet  of  any  abfolute  Mo- 
narch.     During  the  American  war,  a  noble  Marquis  then  com- 
manding a  feparate  jrrmy,  exprcfled  his  great  furprize  at  finding  the 
people  of  Virginia  fo  like  the  people  of  Carolina.      Next  year  we 
might  have  to  exprcfs  our  great  furprize  at  finding  the  King  of  Bo- 
hemia To  like  the  Eledior  of  Brandenburgh.     He  would  agree  to 
put  the  whole  argument  on  the  opihion  of  any  experienced  officer 
who  had  ferved  the  laft  campaign  on  the  continent,  whedier  or  not 
ther6  was  any  rational  hope  of  co-operation  between  the  Englifli 
and  the  Auflrian  army.     They  hated  one  another  more  than  either 
hated  the  French ;  and  from  the  battle  of  Tournay,  where  ^  the 
Aiiftrians  fought  the  whole  day,  or  rather  flood  the  whole   day 
without  fighting,  and  the  enemy  were  repulfed  by  a  detachment  of 
the  Britifti  army,  their  mutual  complaints  and  recriminations  had 
been  inceflfant.     But  the  finances  of  France  were  exhaufted,  and 
therefore,  we  ought  to  try  whofe  finances  would  hold  out  the  longed. 
Into  this  part  of  the  qucftion  he  would  not  enter,  becaufe  we  were 
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were  told  tfie  very  fame  tWngfeft  y car,^  and  on  the  very  fame  argu- 
meatts.  The  King's  Ipecch  laft  year  faid  the  rrfourccs  of  the  French 
were  rapidly  declining ;  but  rapidly  was  only  a  relative  term  ;  the^ 
were  again  rajHdly  declining  this  year ;  and  fo  they  might  be  ten 
years  hence.  The  fell  of  Robcripierre — ^he  feemed  H  great  favourite 
on  account  of  his  power^ — itw^s  faid  had  relaxed  the  terror,  and 
oonfcquently  the  eneigy,  of  the  French  fyftem.  The  fell  of  Ro*  , 
ber^ierre,  from  the  ftrefs  laid  upon  it,  one  wotld  think  a  tale  of 
ycfterday  ;  but  when  we  looked  at  dates,  we  (hould  find  that  hq 
was  put  to  death  on  the  27th  of  July,  and  fince  that  time  there  ap- 
pcared,  atleaft,  rto  relaxation  of  the  French  fucceffes.  ^Modera- 
tion, it  was  contended,  nmft  weaken  their  Government,  jind  cripple 
thdr  exertions  ;  he  believed,  no  fuch  thing  ;  he  looked  to  general, 
principles,  and  inferred  that  moderation  gave  ftrength.  Why,  it 
was  afked^  were  we  to  look  for  lefs  co-operation  in  the  interior  of 
France  than  formerly  ?  Becatrfe  there  was  no  infurreflion  at  Lyons, 
Marfeilles,  T  oulon,  and,  he  apprehended,  very  little  in  La  Vendee. 
Our  refources,  it  was  faid,  were  not  yet  touched.  No  !  The. 
Speech  did  not'  tell  us/  as  laft  year,  that  the  burdens  to  be  impofed 
^^^Id  be  little  felt  by  the  people,  an  omiffionhe  much  regretted,  a$ 
it  certainly  was  not  made  in  compliment  to  his  arguments  on  the 
imprc^ticty  of  fuch  an  infertion.  Would  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  fay,  that  if  the  war  was  continued  another  year,  the  , 
people  had  yet  felt  one-tenth  of  the  new  taxes  they  muft  have  to 
bear  ?  Taxes  were  felt  by  the  poor,  and  their  fituation  was  parti- 
cularly to  be  confidered,  when  the  objed  of  the  war  was  fo  equi- 
vocal, that  it  might  be  doubted  ]vhether  the  attainment  of  it  would 
be  defirable,  even  if  it  could  be  attained  by  making  peace.  Mini-. 
ftcrs  appeared  to  know  every  thing  that  was  paffing  within  France, 
but  nothing  that  was'  paffing  out  of  it.  Of  the  failing  of  fleets 
from  French  ports,  which  it  might  be  worth  knowing,  they  had  no 
information.  Juft  fo  our  hoftility  feemed  to  do  every  thing  within 
France,  to  raife  a  tyrant  and  to  pull  him  down,  but  to  do  nothing 
out  of  France.  The  depreciation  of  affignats  was  with  him  an  ar- 
gument of  little  weight:  He  had  been  accuftomed  for  years  to  hear 
that  die  paper  currency  of  America  was  depreciated,  not  to  one  half 
or  one  fourth  of  its  nominal  value,  but  to  nothing.  His  infornia-  ^ 
tion;  however,  differed  entirely  from  that  of  the  Cliancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  on  the  depreciation  of  affignats ;  on  the  ruined  ftate  of 
fVench  commerce  it  coincided  ;  but  on  the  ftat^  of  induftry  and 
agriculture  if  totally  difagrfeed.  He  was  told  by  American  gentle- 
men, and  thefc  by  no  means  partial  to  French  principles,  that  at 
nofomier  pefibd'had'thc  cultivation  dr  the  produce  of  the  foil  been 
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near  fo  greats     When  he  heard  of  the  maximum  and  the  expedi- 
ents conne6led  with  it,  he  inferred  that  the  mifery  and  diftrefe  of 
the  poor  muft  be  neceffaiy  confequences.     He  was  affured,   how- 
ever, that  the  poorer  dafles  of  people  in  France  had  now  a  much 
greater  portion  of  all.  that  to  them  conftituted  the  comforts  of  life^ 
than  had  ever  fallen  to  their  lot  before  the  revolution,  or  perhaps 
to  the  lot  of  maity  of  the  poor  of  this  country.     It  might  be  faid  that  , 
his  informants  were  inaccurate  obfervers  or  falfe  relators  ;  but  'who 
were  thofe  from  whom  Minifters  derived  their  information  ?      Xhe 
very  perforis  who  deluded  themfelves,  had  an  intereft  in  deluding 
Mimfters  into  the  profecution  of  a  hopelefs  conteft*     He  depended 
not  alone  upon  the  accuracy  of  thofe  with  whom  he  cionverfed.  The 
circumftances  they  ftated  he  found  confirmed  by  the  pamphlets  of 
French  emigrants.     But  he  did  not  reft  his  politics  on  the  fituation 
of  France,  of  which  his  knowledge  muft  be  imperfe£t ;  he  looked 
to  the  fituation  of  England,  which  he  had  the  means  of  knowing  ; 
he  faw  us  involved  in  a  war  which  muft  produce  increafe  of  debts 
and  taxes,  with  no  compenfation  even  in  profpeft,  and  thought  that 
the  fooner  we  got  out  of  it  the  better.     Peace,  it  was  faid,  would 
be  infecure  ;  we  fhould  not  be  able  to  difarm  becaufe  the  French 
could  not  venture  to  difband  their  numerous  armies,  and  bring  back 
fb  many  men,  without  fixed  habitations  or  employments,  into  the 
heart  of  the  country.     Thus  were  Minifters  reduced  to  diis  cu- 
rious argument,  "  We  ought  to  continue  the  war,  becaufe  thtf 
French  have  an  army  which  they  cannot  difband."     What  the  ef- 
.  feds  of  peace  might  be  in  France,  whether  the  old  Government 
would  be  reftored,  or  a  better  fyftem  eftabliftied  in  its  room,  were 
fpcculations  which,  as  a  philofopher  and  philanthropift,  he  might 
indulge  in,  but  never  as  a  Member  of  Parliament,  or  a  Counfellor 
of  His  Majefty,  adopt  as  principles  of  condud.     It  w^s  pretended 
that  our  hoftility  had  already  produced  a  change  of  fyftem  for  the 
better ;  but  on  comparing  fads  with  dates,  we  fhould  have  more 
reafon  to  fay  that  our  hoftility  produced  the  fyftem,  with  reference 
to  which  only  the  prefcnt  fyftem  was  admitted  to  be  better ;  that 
our  invading  France  had  made  Roberfpierre  a  tyrant,  and  our  run- 
ning away  deftroycd  him. 

In  giving  his  vote  for  the  amendment,  he  (hould  wifh  to  leave 
<Kit  the  words,  "  tranfadlions  vdiich  have  lately  happened  in  France,** 
becaufe  we  were  not  to  treat  with  any  fet  of  men  on  account  of  dieir 
good  or  bad  charadlers,  but  on  account  of  their  poflfefling  the  pawer . 
to  treat.  If,  however,  the  gentlemen  who  moved  aijd  feconded 
the  amendment,  (hould  objedl  to  leaving. out  thofe  words,,  he  fhould 
vote  for  it  neverthelefs.     Our  aci^uifitioA.  of  Coifica^  although  men* 
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timed  in  the  fpcech,  had  hot  been  once  noticed  in  the  debate.— 
Th€  mode  in  which  we  had  made  the  acquifition  was  curious.  If 
it  was  valuable  to  the  enemy  or  imporlfant  to  us,  we  might  fairly 
have  taken  jtoffeffion  of  it  by  right  of  conqueft,  as  we  had  taken  the 
Weft-India  illands  ;  but  we  had  not  done  fo.  We  had  done  it  in 
I  way  that  illuftrated  the  dodlrine  in  Dr.  Price's  fermon,  rendered 
foconfpicuous  by  the  notice  taken  of  it  in  the  Refle<aions  on  the 
French  Revoludon,  a  book  of  fuch  excellence,  that  a  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (Mr.  Windham)  had  recommended  reading  it 
over  again,  having  probably  done  fo  himfelf,  as  he  had  changed  hi» 
firft  opinion  of  it.  His  Majefty  was  once  King  of  North  America  ; 
he  was  now  King  of  Corfica— In  North  America  he  had  been 
caflieered,  in  Corfica,  he  had  been  elc<Sed^ — fo  that  the  doArinc 
of  electing  Kings,  and  cafhcering  them  for  mifcondu(3,  was  not 
matter  of  dangerous  theory,  but  of  approved  pra6lice.  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot  convened  the  primary  affemblies  of  Corfica  \  they  chofe  dele- 
gates, who  met  with  various  othep  perfons,  and  all  had  voices  that 
eame,  fo  that  the  eleftion,  by  his  own  account,  was  fomcthing 
very  like  unlverfal  ftifFrage.  But  this  was  not  all-: — His  Majefty '. 
had  previoufly  determined  not  to  withhold  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Corfica  Ae  proteftion  whieh  they  fought  for  in  their  fpirited  efForts 
to  deliver  themfelves  from  the  yoke  of  France ;  and  thus  was  made 
ly  his  Minifters  to  avow  adling  upon  the  famous  decree  of  the 
French  Convention,  holding  out  proteftion  to  the  inhabitants  of 
^1  countries  who  fhould  make  efforts  to  deliver  themfelves  from  the 
yoke  of  the  Government  under  which  they  lived — a  decree  which 
Ae  mere  ckcumftance  of  the  Convention  having  paffed,  without  " 
having  ever  aSed  upon  it,  was  two  years  ago  held  forth  as  a  fufli- 
cicnt  caufe  of  war  with  France.  On  the  propriety  of  His  Majefty'i 
accepting  the  Crown  of  Corfica,  without  confulting  Parliament,  h« 
feodd  lay  nothing  at  prefent ;  but  he  had  much  doubt  of  its  ulti- 
mately conducing  to  the  honour  of  this  country,  or  contributing  to 
Ac  reftoration  of  peace.  If  we  were  never  to  treat  with  tlie  heads 
of  the  Convention,  but  in  fuch  extremity,  as  left  no  room  for 
choice,  when  could  we  look  for  peace  ?  He  wiftied  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  recoiled  that  his  honour,  and  the  honour  of 
the  country,  were  two  diftinct  things  ;  and  that  it  was  too  much  to 
wait  till  die  hour  of  extremity  came,  merely  that  he  might  he 
able  to  fay-.'  '  ■ . 

■■      ■  Potuit  qiueplurlma  virtus ^ 
MJfefuit-^— 

Whca  he  propofed  treating,  he  held  it  more  honourable  not  to  wait 
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till  he  wa6  beaten  into  it.  The  country  was  already  fopcly  beaten } 
it  bad  received  wounds  both  deep  and  wide,  but  ibfi  obflins^cjr  of 
Minifters  was  not  yet  conquered.  Perhaps,  as  they  thought  u^pn 
the  fame  principle,  that  it  would  be  difhonouraWe  to  reftorc  the 
conquered  Weft-India  iflands,  they  were  waiting  till  the  French 
ibpuld  cetake  them.  He  knew  not  if  this  was  dicir  ^lt)entiQnp 
but  they  had  given  the  French  ample  opportunity. 

If  it  were  advifeable  to  go  on  with  the  war,  let  us  Jiook  at  the 
conduft  of  it  for  two  campaigns,  and  what  hope  could  we  have  of 
fuccefe  under  the  aufpices  of  thofe  who  now  direfied  its  operations  i 
Lord  Cliatham  had  retired  from  the  Admiralty,  full  of  glory,  co- 
vered widi  laurels,  for  his  able  difpolition  of  cm  naval  force,  and 
the  aftive  protedlion  he  had  given  to.  our  tradp.     If  the  boafts  of 
laft  year  on  this  fubjeft  were  true,  it  was  unfair  to  check  his  Lord- 
fhip  in  the  career  of  his  glory,  and  unjuft  to  deprive  thf  countiy  of 
hb  fervices  at  &>  important  a  crifis.     But  the  b«afts  of  laft  year  were 
not  true ;  his  retiring  was  a  confeffion  of  incapacity  or  nc^^ence  j 
and  if  he  had  delayed  it  much  longer,  there  would  have  b^cn  ped- 
tions  for  hi5  removal.     To  die  Weft  Indies  ft^ch  a  force  had  been 
fent,  as  nothing  but  the  great  abilities  of  the  officers  who  oommandcd 
it  could  have  enabled  to  take  the  French  iflands,  and,  when  taken^^ 
lyas  infufficient  to  defend  thci^.     To  Toulon  fuch  a  force  was  fen^, 
as  was  too  fmajl  for  defence,  and  too  great  for  retreat  with  honour* 
The  projefted  invafion  of  France  had  been  kept  alive  from  year  to 
year,  aqd  ferved  only  to  weaken  our  l^rength  in  quarters  •  where  it 
oi^ht  to  have  been  more  powerful,  without  even  an  attempt  tQ 
carry  it  into  execution.     Were  our  caufe  as  good  as  o';r  refources 
were  faid  to  be  inexhauftible,  with  fuch  weaknefs,  fuch  want  of  fyC- 
tern,  fuch  hefitating,  wavering  incapacity  in  tl^c  diredion  of  oup 
force,  we  could  hope  for  no  fuccefs.     If  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  moved  the  amendment,  and  his  friends,   (for  th^  honourable 
gentleman  hfe  fejt  great  refpefl,  on  account  of  the  part  he  had  taken 
in  the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade,  a  me^fur^  in  which  he  felt  deep- 
ly interefted)  thought  that,  in  copfequcnp?  of  their  aiding  him  to 
obtain  a  fpeedy  peace,  peace  might  be  made,  without  an  inquiry 
into  the  caufes  of  the  war,  he  gave  them  nptjce  that  he  would  re- 
ceive fupport  upon  no  fiich  terms.     He  would  never  forego  inquiry 
into  die  caufes  of  the  war,  and  me^ures  ♦">  prevent  iimilar  caiaifai- 
ties  in  futqre.     This  was  due  to  the  people,  Icaft,  in  the  enjoyment 
of  peace,  they  (hould  forget  their  former  fufFerings  ftom  war,  and 
again  yield  themfelves  up  to  delufion.     Both  the  prefent  and  the 
American  war  were  owing  to  a  Court  party  in  this  country,  that 
Jiatcd  the  vexy  name  of  liberty  i  and  to  an  indifferencci  ampyiiting 
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#D  btAm^4  in  ^  Minifter,  to  tihe  diflreffes  of  llie  peopk.  It 
WHS  fome  cQufelalioo  to  imn  tbftt  he  had  done  fab  uttnoft  to  prevent 
dieivar,  and  to]u)ow  ^tthofewhopiovoked  it  couldoot  butfiad^ 
.eyen  while  they  were  endeavouring  to  perfuade  othera  of  the  contn* 
17,  that  ihey  xnuft,  in  no  very  long  fpaceof  tinie,  adopt  the  vtrf 
«Quife  which  he  was  recommending  as  fit  to  be  adopted  now«  In 
ihe  %eecb,  not  a  vfofd  was  ikid  of  the  navy.  He  ifaaald  only  ob* 
ferve,  that  in  our  prefent  circumfiancesp  Ac  negled  of  building  a 
fin^  fliip  that  could  poflTddy  be  built,  was  a  n^lefi  hig^y  criml* 
nel. 

Mr.  JOLIFFE  difapprovcd  of  continuing  the  war,  but  could 
not  3a>tfc  for  the  aioendment;  as^  if  adopted,  it  migjht  turn  out  the 
prefent  Adminiilration>  and  thereby  endanger  the  iafety  of-  Ifao 
Cooflitution.        * 

Mr.  DUNDAS  feid,  that  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  Weft  Indies, 
Mid  the  other  matters  introduced  in  die  debate,  he  fliould  be  readjr 
to  give  anfwers  when  they  eame  again  befc»e  the  Houfb ;  but  at 
that  late  hour,  he  declined  entering  on  them.  In  juftifkation  of 
the  late  Lord  of  fhe  Admiralty,  however,  he  begged  leave  to  fay  a 
few  words.  At  np  period  had  our  navy  been  increafed  with  more 
rapidity  and  ability,  or  had  it  been  more  fuperior  to  diat  of  the 
enemy,  or  more  fuccefeful.  During  Lord  Chatham's  naval  admi-. 
niftiation  we  had*  taken  or  deftroyed  20  ih«pt  of  the  Une,  20  fri- 
gates of  upwards  of  3  a  guns,  8  frigates  of  Icfs  foice,  and  28  odier 
veffels  of  war ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  the  French  had  only  taken 
and  deftroyed  of  our  (hips,  one  of  the  line,  two  frigates  of  more 
than  32  guns,  one  fmaller  frigate,  and  16  other  (hips  of  war. 
Whenever  an  opportunity  had  offered  our  navy  had  triumphed,  and 
•  they  could  do  no  more ;  the  enemy  had  no  commerce,  and  there- 
fore we  could  take  no  merchantmen ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  our 
commerce  was  fo  Hourifhing;  that  it  aflbrded  them  many  opportur 
pities  of  making  captures.  Our  exports  and  imports  never  were 
higher ;  and  not  only  our  commerce  but  our  revenue  and  our  ma- 
nufadlures  are  in  a  very  fl0uri(hing  ftate.  He  applauded  Lord 
Chatham's  condud  in  th^  Admiralty,  and  did  not  wi(h.£arl  Spen* 
cer*s  to  be  more  deferving  of  praife? 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  would  not  trouble  the  Houfe,  at  that  late 
hour,  on  the  general  tojncs  of  the  debate.  He  had  attempted, 
twice  to  be  heard,  as  he  was  very  defirous  of  delivering  his  fentf ^' 
mcnts  on  the  important  queftion  before  the  Houfe,  but  the  laft  time 
it  had  been  judged  moft  proper  by  the  Houfe,  to  prefer  hearing  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Excliequer  on  account  of  his  indiffofiticNi.  He 
would,  therefore,  ?it  prefent  or^ly  remark^  that  if  Lord  Chatham 
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had  been  fo  very  able  a  minifter,  it  was  highly  improper  to  ranovc 
him ;  but  he  thought  it  a  public  misfortune  that  no  inquiry  was  in- 
ffituted  into  his  cenduft,  which,  he  was  convinced,  would  be  proved 
to  be  very  different  from  what  Mr.  Dundas  had  reprefented  it ;  and 
had  he  continued  in  office  much. longer,  he  had  good  grounds  for 
believing  that  a  petition  would  have  foon  been  prefented  to  the  King 
fiom  the  commercial  men  in  the  city  of  London,  for  his  removal. 
Certain  it  was,  that  his  Lordfliip  had  felt  the  neceffity  of  his  re- 
treat, as  on  a  late  meeting,  where  it  was  propofed  whether  he  ftiould 
be  invited  or  not,  on  a  divifion  he  could  obtain  but  a  fingle  af&- 
tnation. 

Mr.  BRANDLING  faid  a  few  words,  on  which  the  Hoofr  * 
iJivided  on  the  amendment. 

for  the  amendment,  7^  ;  Againft  it,  246. — Majority,  171* 

tiST  of  the  MINORITY  on  Mr.  Wilbehforce's  Amende 
MENT  to  the  Address  to  n^ociate  a  Peace  with  France* 


1  Anfon,  Thomas 
^  Anderfon,  J.  W. 

3  Antonie,  Lee 

4  Aubrey,  Sir  John 

5  Bankes,  Kenry 

6  Baring,  Sir  Francis 

7  Barthara,  J*  Forfter 

8  Bouverie,  Hon*  Edward 

9  Bouvertc,  Hon.  William 

10  Bullock,  John 

11  Burden,  Rowland 

12  Burch,  J.  R. 

13  Byng,  George 

14  Church,  J.  B, 

15  Coke,  T.  W, 

16  Coke,  Edward 

17  Colhoun,  William 

18  Courtenay,  John 

19  Coxe,  H,  Hippefley 

10  Curwen,  C. 

11  Davers,  SirCharIe$ 
22  Duncombe,  Henry 

^3  Erfkine,  Hon.  Thomas 

24  Featherllon-)  Sir  Henry 

25  Fitzpatrick,  Rt.  Hon,  R. 

26  Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 

27  Folkes,  Sir  M.  B. 

28  Foley,  Hon.  Edward 

29  Fox,  Right  rion,  C»  J. 

30  Francis,  Philip 

31  Garlics,  Lord 

32  Grey,  Charles 


Litchfield    ^ 

City  of  London 

Great  Marlow. 

Clitherowe 

Corff  Caltle 

Chipping  Wycom!>« 

Stockbridge 

Northamptpa 

New  .Sarum 

Effe^  County 

Durham  County 

Thetford 

Middlefex  County 

Wendover 

Norfolk  County, 

Derby 

Bedford 

Tamworth 

Somerfetfliire 

Carlifle 

Bury  St.  Edmonda 

Yorkfliire 

Portfmouth 

Ditto 

Taviftock     . 

Cumberland  County 

King's  Lynn 

Worcefleifliire 

Weftminfter 

Blechingly 

Saltafh 

l*^ofthui\iber^Q4 
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53  Hare,  James 

34  Harcourt,  John 

35  Hill,  Sir  Richard 
j6  Howard,  Henry 

37  HuiTcy,  William 

38  Jekyl,  Jofeph 

39  St.  John,  St.  Andrevir 

40  Kempe,  Thomas 

41  Langdon,  John 

42  Lambton,  William  Henrjr 

43  Lemon,  Sir  W^illiam 

44  Lechmere,  Edmund 

45  Long,  Samuel 

46  Ludlow,  Earl 

47  M'Leod,  Colonel  N. 

48  Mainwaring,  William 

49  Martin,  James 

50  Milner,  Sir  William 
$1  Milbanke,  Ralpli 
J2  Moyftyn,  Sir  R. 

J3  North,  Dudley 

54  Picrfe,  Henrir 

cc  Plumer,  Willjaw 

56  RulTel,  LordT^lliam 

57  Sheridan,  R.  B. 

58  Shaw,  Cunliffe 

59  Smith,  William 

60  Spencer,  Lord  Robert 

61  Sturt,  Charles 

62  Taylor,  M.  A. 

63  Taylor,  Clement 

64  Tarlcton,  General 

65  Thompfon,  Thomas 

66  Thornton,  Robert 

67  Thornton,  Henry 

68  Tovvnfhend,  Lord  John 

69  Walwyn,  James 

70  Weftcrn,  C.  C. 
7i.Wilbraham,  Roger 

72  Wilberforce,  William 

73  Wynne,  R.  Watkin 


Knarefborougb 

Ilchefler 

Shropihire 

Arundel 

New  Sarum 

Calne 

Bedford(hii« 

Lewes 

Bridgewater 

Durham  City 

Cornwall 

Worceftef  City 

Ilchefter 

Huntingdonfhirt 

InTernefsfhire 

Middlefex  County 

Tewkelbury 

York  City 

Durham  County 

Fltnt(hire 

Great  Grimfby 

Northallertoa 

Hertfordfhire 

Surry  County 

Stafiord  Town 

Prefton 

Camelford 

Wareham 

Bridport 

Poole 

Ma.idilone 

Liverpool 

Evcftjam 

Colchefter 

Southwark 

Knarefborough 

Hereford  Town 
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TELLERS. 

74  Maitland,  Hon,  Thomas    .      Jedburgh,  &c, 

75  Whitbjrcad,  Samuel,  jun.         Bedford  Town 

fFednefdajy  "^ift  December, 

Mr.  SPEAKER  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  received^ 
fiom  Admiral  Lord  Hood,  the  following  letter,  in  return  to  the 
thanks  of  this  Houfe,  fignified  to  him  by  Mr.  Speaker,  in  obedi-' 
cncc  to  their  commands  of  the  aoth  day  of  June,  in  tlie  laft  fcffioa 
of  FarUament: 
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SIK9  FiBory^  off  CaMy  Jitl^  30,  1794. 

I  have  this  day  reccircd  the  very  obliging  letter  you  did  me  the  ho- 
bour  to  write  roe  on  the  2 1  ft  of  laft  month,  with  two  Refotutions  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons, 

I  am  moft  truly  fenfible,  Sir,  of  the  very  high  and  diftinguiflied  ho- 
nour the  Houfe  has  done  me  in.  thinking  me  deferviog.  of  its  thanks  ; 
and  {hall  not  fail  to  make  known  to  the  feyeralofficersi  feamen,  marines, 
and  foldiersy  the  fecond  refolution  of  the  Houfe,  expreilive  of  acknovr- 
ledgement  and  approbacion  of  their  fpirited  and  meritorious  exertions^ 

in  doing  my  utmoft  upon  all  occalions  againft  the  coihmon  enemy^  I 
did  no  more  than  I  ought ;  all  I  have  to  boaft  is  being  fottunate  in  the 
opportunities  I  have  bad  of  priiving  my  inclination:  to  difcharge  my 
duty,  as  a  faithful  fervant>  to  my  King  and  Country ;  and  that,  when- 
ever I  have  been  at  the  head  of  a  fquadron  of  His  Majefty*s  fleet,  I  ne- 
ver experienced  any  other  contentibn  amongft  the  Admirals,  Captamty 
officers,  and  men,  than  who  fliould  be  mod  forward  in  fulfilling  my 
wifhes:  This,  Sir,  I  am^  and  ever  (hall  be,  proud  of:  butwhilftthe 
Reprefentatives  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  arc  fo  ready,  not  only  to 
accept,  but  diftinguiihingly  reward,  honeft  endeavours,  as  fubftancial 
Cervices,  the  nation  will  never  want  able  and  zealous  officers. 

To  you.  Sir,  I  feel  inHnit&ly  indebted  for  the  very  polite  and  obliging  - 
jnianner  in  which  you  have  conveyed  to  me  a  vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Com* 
mons  fo  highly  honourable  to  me;:  for  which,  to  the* Houfe  a»  weliat 
io  you,  Sir,  my  gratitude  can  ceafc  only  with  my  life. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
With  the  purcfl  fentiments  of  refpedt  and  efteem.  Sir,     . 
y  our  moft  faithful  and  obliged  humble  ii^rvant, 

HOOD. 

tThe  Right  Hottourahle  Henry  Addmgion^ 
Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Contmem. 

The  Speaker  faid  alfo,  that  a  (imilar  letter  ^f  thanks  had  been 
written  by  him  to  Sir  Charles  Grey,  and  Sir  John  Jervis,  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  but,  owing  to  the  expedtation  of  their  fpcedy  return, 
tile  letter  was  not  tranfmitted ;  which  was  the  reafon  he  had  no 
acknowledgement  from  them. 

Sir  EDWARD  KNATCHBULL  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee, appointed  yefterday  to  draw  an  Addrefs  to  be  prefented  to 
His  Majefty,  That  the  Committee  had  drawn  up  an  Addrefs  ac- 
cordingly, which  they  had  dircded  him  to  report  to  the  Houfe ; 
and  he  read  the  fame  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it 
in  at  the  table,  where  the  fame  was  read  and  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty 
by  the  whole  Houfe 

Ordered,  That  fuch  Members  of  this  Hodfe  as  are  of  HU 
Majcfty's  moft  honourable  Privy  Council,  do  humbly  know  His 
Iliajefty's  pleafure,.  when  he  will  be  attenided  by  this  Houfe. 

Ordered,    That  His  Majefty's  moft  gracious  Speech  to  botb 
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Houfes  of  Parliament  be  taken  into  confideration  to-morrow  mom- 

Thuffday,    iji  yanuarj. 

Lord  Vifcount  STOPFORD  reported  to  the  Houfe,  That  His 
Majefty  having  been  waited  upon  (purfuant  to  the  order  of  yefter- 
day)  humbly  to  know  His  Majefty's  pleafure,  when  he  would  be 
pleafcd  to  be  attended  by  this  Houfe,  had  been  pleafed  to  appoint 
to  be  attended  this  day,  at  three  of  the  clock,  at  his  Palace  of 
Saint  James.  '  < 

Accordingly  the  Speaker,  attended  hf  feveral  of  the  Members, 
proceeded  to  St.  James's  with  the  Addrefs,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy : 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

Wisy  jTur  Majefty' s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fiihjeSis^  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain,  in  Parliament  ajjemhledy  beg  lean)e  to  return  your  Ma- 
jtfly  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  your  moft  gracious  Speech  from  the 
Thrmte :  To  afj'ure  your  Majefiyy  that  it  is  equally  our  duty  and  our 
onxims  defire  to  fecond  your  Majefty  s  views  for  the  welfare  of  your 
People  J  at  this  important  criftSy  by  our  bejl  advice  and  afjifiance  :  That, . 
much  as  we  mufl  defire  the  refloration  of  peace  y  on  fafe'  and  honourable 
iroundsy  we  join  with  your  Majefiy  in  thinking  that  it  is  only  from 
frmnefs  and  ferfeverance  that  w$  can  hope  for  the  attainment  of  that 
■  end,  and  for  the  prefervation  and  permanent  fecurity  of  our  deareft  in- 
ttrefts:  ond  thuty  notwithfianding  the  dif appointments  and  reverfes 
tuhich  have  been  experienced  in  the  courfe  of  the  lafi  campaigny  we 
retain  a  firm  cowoiBion  of  the  neceffity  of  perjijiing  in  the  vigorous  pro- 
fecution  of  the  juft  and  neceJJ'ary  war  in  which  we  are  engaged:  From 
emftdering  the  fttuaiion  of  our  enemies y  we  are  perfuaded  that  the  efforts 
lahich  haoe  led  to  their  fucceffesy  and  the  unexampled  means  by  which 
thije  efforts  have  been  fupportedy  have  produced y  among  themf elves,  the 
temicious  effeSfs  which  were  to  be  expelled  from  them  ;  and  that  the 
eircumftances  which  have  taken  place  in  the  interior  of  the  country 
efford  ftrong  marks  of  the  progrefftve  and  rapid  decay  of  their  refmrces, 
mdof  the  inftability  of  every  part  of  that  violent  aj%d  unnatural  fyjiem^ 
which  is  equally  ruinous  to  France  and  incompatible  with  the  tranquil- 
ity  of  other  nations. 

Although  a  fenfe  of  prefent  difficulties  has  led  the  States  General  of 
the  United  Provinces  to  enter  into  negociations  for  peace  with  the  party 
now  prevailing  in  France,  we  are  fully  fenfthle  how  little  real  fecurity 
any  eftablift)ed  Government  or  independent  State  can  derive y  under  the 
prefent  circumjfancesy  from  the  refult  offuch  negociaiions  :  and  we  are 
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convinced  that  they  could  not  be  attemptedy  on  our  party  without  Jacrii 
ficing  both  our  honour  and  fafety  to  an  enemy  whofe  chief  aniniofity  /l 
etfV3wedly  direSled  againji  thefe  kingdoms.  | 

'We  cannot  but  applaud  your  Majejiys  determination  to  ufe  the  mo^ 
effe^ual  means  for  the  further  augmentation  of  your  force  Sf  and  to  emit 
no  opportunity  of  conterting  the  operations  of  the  next  campaign  zvith  Juck 
of  the  Powers  of  Europe  as  are  imprejj'ed  with  the  fame  fenfe  of  th^ 
necejjity  of  vigour  and  exertion.  \ 

fVe  are  pcrfuaded  your  Mtijejly  mayy  at  all  times y  juflly  rely  on  the 

valour  of  your  forces  by  fea  and  landy  and  on  the  affeSiion  and  public 

fpirit  of 'your  people  y  contending  for  their  e£'ential  intereflsy   and  deeply 

fenfthle  of  your  Mii}efiy\s  parental  foiicitude  for  their  happinejs  and 

welfare, 

IVe  acknowledge  you^  Majejiys  goodnefs  in  having  directed  the  in- 

Jlrument  by  which  you  have  accepted  the  crown  and  fovereignty  of  Cor- 

fica  to  be  laid  before  us  ;   and  we  are  fenfhle  that  the  local  importance 

of  that  ijlandy  and  the  fpirit ed  efforts  of  its  inhabitant Sy  naturally  re* 

commend  them  to  your  Majejiy  s  proteBion, 

It  gives  us  great  pleafure  to  learn  that  your  Majejly  has  concluded 
a  treaty  with  the  United  States  of  America,^  with  the  view  of  remov- 
ingy  as  far  as  poffibky  all  grounds  of  jealoufy  and  mifunderjlanding, 
,  and  of  improving  an.  intercourfe,  beneficial  to  both  countries  ;  and  that 
we  Jhall  be  ready y  asfoon  as  the  treaty  is  laid  before  us,  to  conjider  of 
the  neceffary  provijiomfor  carrying  it  into  effed. 

IVe  cattmt  fufficiently  exprefs  the  fatisfadion  which  all  your  Ma- 
jejly  s  fuljedfs  muji  derive  from  the  aufpicious  event  of  the  conclufton  of 
a  treaty  for  the  marriage  of  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales 
with  the  Princefs  Caroline,  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  ;  and 
thaty  participating  warmly  in  the  fentiments  which  your  Majejhf  tnuft 
feel  on  an  occajion  not  Icfs  connected  with  the  tnterejis  of  your  people  than 
with  the  djjnejiic  happinefs  of  your  Majejlyy  we  Jhall  cheerfully  proceed 
to  enable  your  Majejiy  to  make  proFuifton  for  an  ejiablijhment  Juitable  to 
the  rank  and^'dignity  of  the  heir  apparent  to  the  crown  of  thefe  kingdoms* 

Tlje  conjiderations  which  prove  the  necejjity  of  a  vigorous  profecution 
of  the  war  cannot  fail  to  induce  us  to  make  a  timely  and  ample  provifion 
fori  he  fever al  branches  of  the  public  fervice^  and  while  we  feel  the 
painful  necefftty  of  impojing  additional  burdens  on  our  conjiituentsy  it  It 
a  juji  conjolation  and  fatisfaSiion  to  us  to  learny  that  the  Jiate  of  our 
credit y  commerce y  and  refourcesy  is  fuch  as  might  naturally  be  expe^ed  . 
to  rejult  from  the  continued  exertions  of  indujlryy  under  the  proteSion 
of  a  free  and  well-regulated  Government. 

Entertaining  ajujifenje  of  the  bleffmgs  now  fo  long  enjoyed  by  this 
country y    we  feel  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  ntake  every  effort  y  which  can, 
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tndk  us  to  tranfmit  thofe  bkjjings  unimpaired  to  our  pofierity  ;  and  zve 
csrdiaify  join  with  your  Majejiy  in  a  confident  hope  that,  under  the  pro- 
te^im  of  Providence  y  and  with  conjlancy  and  pe'rf eve  ranee  on  our  party 
th&  principles  of  foci al  trder,  morality  y  and  religion,  will  ultimately  be 
fucccfiful :  and  that  your  Majefty  s  faithful  fuhjedis  will  find  their  pre- 
vjtnt  exertions  andfacrifices  rewarded  by  the  fecure  and  permanent  enjoy  ^ 
mnl  of  tranquillity  at  home,  and  by  the  deliverance  of  Europe  from  the 
greatefi  danger  with  which  it  has  bein  threatened Jitice  the  ejlablifhmenl 
of  civilized  fociety. 

Friday,   %d  January, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faiJi  he  fhould  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  he 
could  of  fubmitting  to  that  HouTe  a  queftion,  which  was,  whether 
the  Habeas  Corpus  adi,  and  all  the  advantages  whicli  the  people  of 
this  country  had* derived  uVidcr  it,  fhould  or  (hbuld  not  be  reftored, 
and  whether  tlie  refpedt  and  veneration  with  which  we  had  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  regard  the  trial  by  jury,  and  the  eftcem  and  deference 
which  had  been  *  generally  given  to  verdifts,  fhould  be-  continued, 
or  be  entifdy  eradicated  from  the  public  mind  ?  He  alluded  to  the 
bill  for  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft,  which  had  paffed 
hft  feffion,  under  an  idea  of  a  plot  cxifting  in  this  country, '  ai^  of 
the  decifion  of  a  jury  that  no  fuch  plot  exlfted.  He  therefore  gave 
tioticc,  that  on  Monday  next  he  fhould  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
hill'to  repeal  the  adl  of  the  lafl  feffion  of  Parliament  for  the  fufpen- 
fion of  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft.  • 

Mr,  ROBINSON  faid,  he  wifhed  to  enquire  of  any  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  if  any  one  were  prefent,  what  was  the  flate  of  our 
.  navy.  Itwai  very' generally  believed,  that  the  French,  at  prefent 
were  much  fupcrior  to  us  at  fea ;  he  fhould  "wifh  to  know,  if  this 
were  true,  what  were  the  caufes  of  our  inferiority.  He  thought 
feme  ftcps  fhould  be  taken  to  reftify  the  defefts  in  our  navy,-  and 
to  give  the  country  fome  expeftation  of  not  being  defeated  in  their 
proper  element.  He  conceived  that  the  loan  talked  of  for  the  Em- 
peror of  Germany,  had  much  better  be  applied  to  building  veiTels 
and  raifir^  men  for  the  fervice  of  the  navy.  A  filence  for  fome 
fhort  time  havujjlpfued,  Mr.  Robinfon  obferved,  that  perliaps  the 
Lords  of  the^dmiralty  did  not  think  that  the  fubjeft  was  worthy 
of  their  attention. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  he  was  fony  to  interrupt  the  fionoucablc 
Member ;  but  he'muft  obferve,  that  the  only  regular  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding was,  either,  to  make  a  motion,  or  to  give  notice  that  amo- 
tion fhould  be  made  on  a  future  day. 

Li 
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Mr.  Robinfon  then  gave  notice,  that  he  (hould  make  a  motion 
on  the  ftate  of  the  navy,  on  Tuefday  next. 

Mr.  SHERlt)AN  obferved^  that  perhaps  the  Houfe  was  wait-» 
jng  for  the  Minifter.  A  queftion/  of  great  importance,  refpc6ting 
the  navy  of  Great  Britain,  had  been  put,  and  no  Lord  of  the  Ad-, 
miralty  was  prcfent  to  anfwer  it.  He  was  in  the  fame  unpleafant 
.fituation  ;  for  he  had  a  matter  of  importance,  and  particularly  in- 
terefting  to  the  City  of  London,  to  bring  forward  ;  but  he  did  not 
fee  any  of  the  Members  for  that  city  in  their  placet :  perhaps  they, 
too,  like  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  might  think  it  beneath  their 
dignity  to  attend  to  it.  He  now  however,  gave  notice,  that  on 
Monday  he  fliould  have  fomething  to  hy  relative  to  the  City  Militja 

aa. 

The  SPEAKER  then  informed  the  Houfe,  that  he  fliQuld  adopt, 
for  this  feffion,  the  fame  regulation,  with  regard  to  bufinefs,  as  h« 
obferved  in  <he  laft,  which  was,  that  public  bufincfs  fhould  com- 
jnence  at  four  o'clocki 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  die  Houfe  rcfolved  itfelf  into 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  a  fupply  to  be 
granted  to  His  Majefly  ;  Mr,  Hobart^n  the  Chair. 

Mr.  FOX  wiftied  the  Houfe  to  be  informed  as  accurately  as 
poflible,  when  the  fubjedl  of  the  loan  was  to  be  difcuffed,  and  more 
particularly  the  loan  to  the  En^ipr.  It  was  a  fubjeft  of  very 
great  importance,  and  it  was  extremely  neceflary  that  the  Houfe 
Ihould  have  the  earlieft  information,  j  and  the  longeft  notice  pdOdble 
upon  the  fubjed,  for  he  apprehended  that  it  would  ^ve  rife  to  a 
•great  deal  of  difcuffion ;  he  faid  this  becaufe  he  was  apprehenfivc 
that  many  gentlemen  would  foon  be  called  to  their  public  duty  in 
the  quarter  feflions,  all  over  the  kingdom.- 

Mr.  ROSE  obferved,  that  the  bulinefs  would  foon  come  regu- 
larly before  the  Houfe,  when  the  Ways  and  Means,  that  was, 
when  the  Budget  cam.e  to  be  opened,  of  which  his  rig\it  honourable 
friend,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  would  give  due  notice, 
as  he  ufually  did ;  he  could  not  now  give  a  precife  anfwer'in  the 
abfence  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  who  had  not  attended,  as  h« 
did  not  expeft  that  any  material  difcuffion  would  take  place  to-day. 
.However,  he  would  venture  to  fay  that  a  notice  would  be  given  of 
14  or  16  days  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  Budget.  Had  be 
been  aware  of  this,  he  would  have  procured  information  of  his  right 
honourable  friend,  who,  however,  would  be  in  the  Houfe  on  Mon- 
day, and  would,  moft  likely,  give  notice  on  that  day  when  the 
Budget  would  be  brought  forward. 

Mr..  FOX  faid  he  had  a  notion  that  the  fubjefl  of  the  loan  would 
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have  been  brou^t  forward  previogs  tp  the  opening  of  the  Budget. 
It  was  exceedingly  neceffarjr  that  as  early  a  notice  as  pofllble  fhould 
be  given  of  this  very  important  matter,  for  there  were  to  his  know- 
ledge, as  he  had  faid  before,  many  gentlemen  who  would  icon  be 
O^ed  into  the  country  upon  public  bufinefs. 

Mr.  ROSE  faid  he  (hould  have  been  happy  if  he  was  able  to  fa- 
tisfy  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  but  he  had  no  doubt  his  right 
honourable  friend  would  be  in  the  Houfe  on  Monday,  and  give  the 
neceflary  information  upon  that  or  any  other  fubjedt  that  was  in- 
tended to  be  brought  before  the  Houfe. 

.  Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  this  was  quite  an  unlucky  day  for 
information.     A  queftion  had  been  put  to  the  Lords  of  the  Adrni* 
ralty,  upon  the  (late  of  the  navy,  and  they  had  remained  (Uent ;  he 
had  fomething  to  a(k  of  the  Members  £:>r  the  City  of  London,  but 
they  were  not  prefent ;  his  right  honouraUe  friend  wanted  informa-r 
tion  upon  the  l^tn,  the  MiniAer  was  abfenif,  and  the  only  anfwer 
was,  ^*  That  there  would  be  time  between  this  and  Monday,  for 
the  Chancellor  of  *the  Exchequer  to  make  up  his  mind  upon-  the 
matter.     The  truth  was,  that  the  Minifter  did  not  pay  any  atten- 
tioo  to  the  rules  and  fca-ms  of  the  Houfe.     When  a  queftion  con- 
coning  a  fupply,  to  be  granted  for  carrying  on  the  war,  came  on, 
Ac  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  abfent ;  for  it  was  with  him 
a  mere  matter  of  courfe^  he  would  come  at  a  future  time,  to  tcH 
the  H(Hife  how  he  intended  to  difpofe  of  the  fupply.     Moft  unquef- 
tionablyy  in  pr^nt  uf  decency,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
/ought  tp  be  prefent ;  but  that  was  out  of  the  queftion ;  for  all  the 
proceedings  of  granting  fupplies  were  fuch  as  he  expelled  not  to  be 
debated  :   thpy  were  to  be  granted  asof  coiirfe ;  and  no  information 
iras  to  be  had  on  pcwts  tp  which  fuch  fupplie?  related. 

Mr.  ROSE  faid,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  chofe  to  mif- 

underftand  him.     He  had  faid,  in  anfwer  to  a  quefti9n,  that  the 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  do  in'this  as  he  ^ad  dene  on 

odiero^caiions  of  the  fame  nature^  give  notice  of  it  '14  or  16  days 

previous  to  hid'4:)ringing  the  Budget  forward.  As  to  the  bufmefs  before 

the  Committee  at  this  time,  natndy,  the  Vote  of  Supply,  it  was 

.not particularly  (he  bvifinefs  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 

move  it,  according  to  the  practice  which  had  obtained  in  the  Houfe 

» fbr  Ibmc  time ;  for. he  himfelf,  (Mr.  Rofe  (aid)  for  fome  years  paft, 

had  moved  thefe  refolutions,  almoft  invariably  ;  and  it  was  to  be 

.  coofidcred  in  fome  fenfc  as  a  matter  of  courfe ;  fo^  the  rcfolution 

vras  nothing  more  than  this ;  "  Refolved,  that  it  is  tiie  opinion  of 

I  tM«  Committee,  that  a  fupply  be  granted  to  His  Majcfty.*'     Upon 

iiich  a  refolution  be  owned  be  did. not  fee  hpw  there  could  be  mac^ 
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difference,  although  gentlemen  mi^t  afterwards  difer  about  tl^^ 
extent  of  that  fupply. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  Mr.  Rofe  had  made  the  mattex- 
much  worfe  by  what  he  had  faid,  for  now  he  had  accufed  the  Ch^rt— 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  never  dorng  his  duty,  on  an  occalion, 
which  he  ftill  muft  think  peculiarly  required  his.  attendance.      He 
could  not  agree  with  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  this  was  ^ 
mere  matter  of  courfe ;  for  it  ceif ainly  was  poflible,  that  feveral 
Members  might  think  it  improper  to  grant  a  fupply  at  all  without 
inquir)'^  previoufly  made  into  the  obje<9:s  for  which  the  fupply  -was 
tc)  be  granted  :  and  His  Majefty's  Minifters  ought  to  attend  for  the 
purpofe  of  giving  -fatisfaftion  to  any  inquiries  thought  neceffary  t» 
be  made.     He  had  been  mifunderftood  as  to  what  he  had  faid  <mi 
the  forms  of  the  Houfc  ;  he  had  afferted,  and  ftill  perfifted  in  the 
•afiertion,  that  no  reliance  could  be  placed  on  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  obfervance  of  the  forms  of  the  Houfe,  becaufe  he  was 
notorious  for  a  breach  of  them  ;  and  therefore  they  could  not  have 
any  great  fecurity  that  the  forms  of  the  Houfe,  in  this  cafe,  would ' 
not  be  broken  through  ;  efpccially  when  they  had  already  been  vio- 
lated by  the  unconftitutional  meafure  of  negociating  a  loan  before 
the  fitting  of  Parliament,  and  previous  to  i.  knowledge  whether  the 
fupplies  fear  which  that  loan  wasr  made  would  meet  with  the  appn>- 
"bation  ,of  the  Houfe.     They  had  an  additional  reafoti  to  fear  in  thfai 
cafe,  when  they  remarked  on  the  unufual  manner  in  which  Parlia- 
ment had  l)een  prorogued,  not  for  ttle  purpofe  of  negociating  a 
treaty,  nor  for  the  purpofe  of  attempting  to  make  peace,  or  to  dd 
any  fervice  to  die  country  ;  but  merely  that  the  Minifter  might  be 
able  to  make  his  loan  in  this  unconftitutional  manner. 

Mr.  STEELE  faid,  he  could  not  fit  ftill  and  hear  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend  mentioned  in  fo  fevere  and  unwarrantable  a  manner. 
He  begged  to  be  informed  in  what  refpedl  Mr.  Pitt  had  afted  other- 
wife  than  had  always  been  cuftomary  ;  he  had  entered  into  a  provi- 
fional  agreement  for  a  loan,  fubjed  entirely  to  the  difcretionof  Pair- 
liament ;  which,  if  it  were  not  fan6Honed  by  the  Houfe,  would  be 
•null  and  void.  This  had  always  been  done  previous  to  the  eallirig 
on  Parliament  for  their  vote  on  the  fupplies.  He  alfo  faw  no  dif- 
ference between  this  and  a  fubfidiary  treaty,  which  it  was  certainly 
competent  for  His  Majefty  to  enter  into ;  but  it  was  always  fub-* 
mitted  to  Parliament  for  their  fanftion. 

Mr.  FOX  could  not  agree  with  ^Vhat  Mr.  Steele  had  advanced. 
He  faw  no  fimilitude  whatever  between  the  cafes  he  had  put,  and 
the  prefent  one.  There  was  no  refemblance  between  a  bargain 
made  after  the  fcrviees  had  been  voted,  previousto  the  difculGonof 
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the  fupply,  and  a  bargain  made  before  the  ferviccs  were  afcertained 
for  which  the  fupplies  would  be  nccclTaty.  There  was  as  little  re- 
femblance  bctw-ecn  the  other  cale,  viz.  the  fubfidiary  treaty  ai>d  this 
Joan.  How  far  the  lotfn  itfelf  wai  blameable  was  another  confider- 
adon.  It  was  certainly  unconftitutional  to-  come  here  to  conflder 
diefervices  after  an  agreement  had  been  entered  into  for  a  loan, 
and  before,  it  could  be  known  whether  fupplies  would  be  voted  to  the 
amount  agreed  for  by  the  Minifter. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  fard,  that  he  did  not  know,  nor  was  it  a  time 
to  confider,  whether  the  loan  was  made  on  favourable  terras  or  not. 
One  circumffance,  however,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  if  he,  were 
not  much  mifinformed,  would  lead  them  to  conclude,  that  this 
WHild  not  be  a  very  favourable  one.  He  had  been  informed  that 
this  was^by  no  means  an  open  bargain  ;.  the.  doors  of  the  Minifter 
were  not  open  to  all  who  chofc  to  offer  to  fubfcribe ;  but,  every 
perfon  was  excluded,  except  a  few  perfons  feledtcd  by  himfelf,  fo 
that  there  was'no  competition  whatever,  but  tlie  terms  were  agreed 
upon  by  the  AJinifter  and  his  fclccl  friends. 

Mr.  STEELE  faid,  this  was  not  the  proper  time  to  confider 
^rtiether  the  Minifter  had  aded  properly  or  not,  ip  his  making  the 
loan ;  that  would  be  beft  known  when  the  loan  came  to  be  confi- 
dered. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  thought  that  this  was  not  an  improper  time 
to  take  into  confideration  the  queftion  of  the  loan  ;  on  the  contrary, 
this  was  the  very  time  he  fhould  chufe  to  difcufs  it,  if  the  Minifter 
had  been  prefertt.  The  Houfe  was  reduced  to  a  moft  extraordinary 
fituation ;  there  were,  among  its  Members,  many  opulent  men  ; 
he  hoped  there  always  would  be  fuch  men  in  the  Houfe.  Now  it 
was  a  very  reafonablfi  fuppofition,  that  many  of  thefe  perfons  were 
interefted  in  the  loan  ;  it  was  therefore  clear,  that  they  did  not  come 
fairly  and  freely  to  confider  the  fubjedt,  for  they  muft  of  courfe  be 
biafTed,  and  would  wifli,  that  the  fupplies  voted  would  be  fufHcient 
to  gh^e  them  all  the  advantage  they  expeded  from  their  bargain. 
It  was  not  a  fad  that  Parliament  had  ever  confidercd  it  as  a  light 
matter  to  break  through  a  bargain  into  which  the  Minifter  had 
entered  for  a  loan ;  the  language  held  in  that  Houfe  had  always 
been,  that  it  was  improper  to  break  through  a  bargain  without  fome 
weighty  and  important  reafon  to  jufl^ify  it.  As  to  the  loan  to  the 
.  Emperor,  he  faid,  he  could  not  give  credit  to  any  of  the  reports 
drculated  on  that  Tubjeft,  becaufe  he  did  not  believe  that,  after  the 
experience  we  had  had  of  the  faith  iDf  our  allies,  any  rftan  would 
come  down  to  the  Houfe  without  a  maft,  and  offer  them  fo  bold 
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and  barefaced  an  impbHtioii.     He  did  not  conceive  fuch  efFronteiy 

was  poffibie. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftated,  that  not  having  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  be  prefent  at  the  former  part  of  the  converfation,  he  was  not 
a  little  furprifed  on  coming  *  into  the  Houfc  to  hear  what  was  tlic 
fubjecft  and  tone  of  difcuffion.     There  was  at  prefent  before  the 
Houfe  no  confiderarion  of  the  extent  of  the  fupply,  of  the  means  by 
which  it  was  to  be  raifcd>  or  the  purpofes  to  which  it  was  to  be  ap- 
plied.   When  he  recoileSed  alfo  that  notwithftanding  the  difference 
of  political  fentiment  on  the  firft  day  of  the  feifion,  even  thofe  gen- 
tlemen who  had  fupported  the  amendment,  had  profefTed  them- 
fclvcs  difpofed  to  grant  a  large  and  liberal  fupply  to  His  Majei^y, 
and  that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  one  of  that  number,  he  was 
flill  more  aftonifhed  at  the  angry  tone  of  oppofition  whieh*  he  af- 
fumcd  on  the  prefent  occafion.    He  would  not  enter  into  the  fubjed 
which  had  been  ilarted  refpe6ting  the  loan  to  the  Emperor  to-day, 
becaufe  another  period  would  come  with  more  propriety  for  its  dif- 
cuffion.    The  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  that  no  man  would 
be  barefaced  enough  to  come  forward  to  that  Houfe,  and  avow  fuch 
a  tranfa(3ion.     \V^ith  refpcS  to  himfelf,  he  would  be  barefaced 
enough  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  conteft  to  adopt  and  to  avow 
any  meafure  which  he  confidered  would  be  for  the  good  of  the  coun- 
try.     It  had  been  thought  by  him,  as  Well  as  by  others,  who  were 
impreffed  with  the  fame  views,  of  the  neccfTity  of  continuing  the 
prefent  conteft,  that  if  the  Emperor  (bould  be  prevailed  upon  to 
make  exertions  in  the  way  of  bringing  forward  a  large  force,  and  if 
this  country  fhould  ^rant  him  the  pecuniary  and  neceffary  means 
for  tliat  purpofe,,  it  would  be  the  moft  likely  method  to  render  the 
prefent  conteft  fuccefsful,  and  this  opinion  appeared  to  be  fandioned 
both  by  the  nature  of  the  thing,  the  fituation  of  Europe,  and  the 
admifTion  of  the  enemy  themfelves.     With  refped  to  the  negoci- 
ation  for  a  loan,  neither  the  extent  of  that  loan,  the  fum  for  the 
ufe  of  the  Emperor,  nor  the  terms  on  which  it  was  to  be  granted, 
were  now  in  agitation.     Nothing  had  been  fettled  on  any  of  thefc 
points,  which  did  not  place  Parliament  in  exadly  the  fame  fituation 
in  which  it  would  have  been,  if  no  fuch  negociation  had  been 
brought  forward.    I'he  only  difference  was,  that  fuch  a  negociation 
having  once  been  brought  for\vard,  it  would  not  be  advifeable  to 
depart  from  the  terms  upon  which  it  had  been  concerted,  except 
upon  very  ftrong  grounds  of  objedtion,  as  the  deviation  would  be 
attended  with  very  great  inconvenience.     The  only  dhFerence  then 
between  former  tranfadions  of  the  fame  fort,  and  the  prefent,  was, 
that  fn  formei:  inftances  it  had  been  ufual  to  conqert  the  terms  of  *' 
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loan  only  a  few  days  before  it  wais  fubmitted  to  Parliament,  and 
that  in  the  prefent  inilance  a  longer  fpace  had  been  fufFcred  to  in- 
tervene.—Any  oppofition,  however,  from  this  circuniftaiice,  he 
did  not  expedl  to  have  heard  in  that  Houfe,  as  he  conceived  it 
would  have  died  away  with  the  few  newfpaper  paragraphs,  in  which 
it  originated.  As  to  the  time  on  which  he  (hould  be  able  to  difcufs 
the  fubjeA  of  the  loan  to  the  Emperor,  it  was  impoffible  at  prefent 
to  fix  any  prccife  .period,  as  it  muft  neceflarily  depend  on  the  refult 
of  negociation,  and  on  the  circumftance  how  far  His  Majefty  (hould 
be  &tisfied  with  refpeft  to  the  nature  of  tliat  afliftance  and  co-opc- 
radon  which  the  Emperor  might  be  difpofed  to  afford.  He  could 
only  ftate,  that  fincc  he  had  been  lad  in  the  Houfe  he  had  greater 
rcafon  to  be  perfuaded  that  the  Emperor  would  be  difpofed  to  afford 
that  entire  co-operation,  which  this  country  (hould  require.  Be- 
fore, however,  the  treaty  could  be  finally  concluded,  it  might  be 
neceffary  for  him  to  propofc  to  Parliament  the  provifional  fupply  to 
be  made,  if  fuch  a  treaty  fhould  take  place,  of  which  he  hoped  to 
be  able  to  give  notice  on  Monday. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  infitiuated 
as  if  all  thofe  who  had  vo*ed  for  the  amendment;  were  pledged  alfo 
to  vote  for  the  fupply.  No  fuch  thing  was  the  cafe ;  they  Would 
have  been  pledged  indeed  to  vote  for  the  fupply,  if  their  amendment 
had  been  adopted,  and  they  tould  have  had  the  profpeS  that  the 
money  of  their  conflituents  was  to  be  applied  for  the  rational  pur- 
pofe  of  bringing  about  a  peace,  and  not,  as  at  prefent,  for  the  def- 
perate  ofajedk  of  carrying  on  an  eternal  and  unextinguifhable  war. 
With  refpeft  to  the  queftion  of  time,  the  terms  of  a  loan  had  com- 
monly been  fubmitted  to  Parliament  three  or  four  days  after  they 
were  fettled,  and  even  fometimes  fooner ;  but  when  the  time  was 
extended  fiom  one  day  to  five,  and  from  five  days  to  perhaps  as 
many  weeks,  the  cafe  was  entirely  altered.  He  would  not  now 
difcufs  the  terms  of  the  loan,  though  he  had  not  yet  forgotten  the 
extravagant  terms  of  the  loan  for  laft  year.  But  his  principal  ob- 
jcG&m  to  the  meafiire  was,  as  a  fource  of  corruption.  He  would 
not  enquire  to  whom  tHe  loan  was  given.  Many  of  them  were 
ncceiTary  Members  of  that  Houfe,  and  he  had  no  wifh  to  exclude 
the  monied  intereft  from  a  {hare  in  their  deliberations.  But  it  was 
to  be  recolleded  that  the  intereft  which  they  had  in  this  tranfaftion, 
from  ah  advance  in  the  price  of  flocks,  might  influence  not  only 
fteir  approbation  of  the  particular  meafure,  but  even  bear  on  every 
vote  which  they  (hould  give  on  the  queftion  of  fupply.  It  was  a 
conftitutional  principle  that  the  ways  and  means  (hould  not  be  voted, 
.before  the  Hoqfe-had  decided  on  the  extent  of  the  fupply  i  but  here 
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were  the  ways  and  means  provided,  before  the  Houfe  had  been 
called  to  confider  of  the  fupply  at  all.  There  was  another  circum- 
ftance  to  be  confidered,  how  far,  after  the  experience  we  had 'had 
of  the  fubfidy  granted  to  the  King  of  Pruffia,  we  ought  to  be  pre- 
pared to  go  on  with  the  fame  fyftem,  and  grant  a  fubfidy  to  the 
Emperor,  under  the  name  of  a  guarantee  ?  No  fre(h  proof  was' 
furely  wanting  to  convince  us,  how  little  reliance  we  could  place  on 
the  faith  of  continental  treaties,  in  the  profecution  of  the  prcfent 
war.  But  then  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  contended, 
that  the  negociation  into  which  he  had  entered  was  only  provifional, 
and  left  the  point  quite  iindecidcd.  It  furely  could  not  be  either 
way  equal;  there  muft  be  a  difference  of  advantage  in  bargaining 
for  18,  and  for  24  millions,  which  would  give  to  thofe  concerned 
an  intereft  in  voting  for  the  one  propofition,  rather  than  the  other. 
If  it  had  always  been  confidered  as  a  duty  of  the  Members  of  that 
Houfe,  to  be  jealous  of  the  means  of  increafing  corrupt  influence,  ' 
he  could  not  but  confider  the  prefent  fyftem  as  entirely  calculated 
for  that  purpofe,  and  intended  to  give  additional  force  to  that  ma- 
chine, which  was  already  but  too  powerful.  In  a  financial  poipt  of 
view,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  contended  that  the  Houfe 
were  not  bpund  to  adopt  the  terms  for  which  he  had  bargained* 
Undoubtedly  not;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  had  admitted  that  it 
might  be  attended  with  pxtreme  inconvenience  to  give  them  up. 
There  were  only  two  confiderations  to  be  attended  to  on  this  part 
.  of  the  qucftion.  If  when  Parliament  (hould  be  called  to  fanflion 
.  the  loan,  the  pric6  of  flocks  (hould  be  fuch  as  to  render  the  bargain 
.  highly  gainful  to  the  proprietors,  the  neceffity  of  keeping  the  ftuth  of 
governments  to  thofe,  who  had  made  their  terms  when  the  price  of 
flocks  was  fo  much  lower,  would  then  be  urgedi  and  that  they 
would  have  the  reflexion  that  they  were  giving  their  fandion  to  fti- 
pulations  much  lefs  advantageous  to  the  Public  than  they  might 
otherwife  have  been.  If  the  price  of  flock  ftiould  have  fallen  fo  as 
to  render  the  tranfadtion  extremely  difadvantageous  to  the  proprie- 
tors, he  did  not  conceive  that  there  was  any  thing  binding  upon 
individuals,  more  than  upon  Parliament,  to  fulfil  the  provifioml 
bargain  ;  he  at  leaft  knew  of  no  law  to  compel  them  to  make  good 
.  the  terms,  for  which  they  had  ftipulated.  And  if  thc'circumftances 
were  peculiarly  unfavourable,  even  though  they  had  the  will,^  yet 
they  might  not  have  the  power  to  fulfil  their  engagements.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  contended  that  he  had' only  done  wtot 
had  been  cuftpmary  on  fuch  occafions,  and  the  only  difference  wa» 
in  the  point  of  time :  but  in  a  tranfa6lion  of  this  nature,  the  con- 
fideration  of  feven  hours,  or  of  fev^n  weeks,  furely  formed  a  very 
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marciial  diiFerence.     Mr.  Fox  then  urged  that  the  time  of  voting 
the  fupply  was  a  very  proper  period  for  difcuffing  fiich  objed^ions.  • 
He  renewed  his  wifh  that  an  early  notice  might  be  given  of  the  day 

which  the  bufinefs.oJthe  loan  to  the  Emperor  fhould  be  agitated, 
and  for  the  fake  of  the  country  gentlemen,  that  it  might  be  fixed  at 
s  diftant  a  period  as  poflible.  He  was  defirous  that  it  might  not 
c  confounded  with  the  budget,  but  treated  as  a  feparate  queftion. 
f  intnxiuced  in  the  budget,  it  would  lead  the  attention  of  the  Houfc 
the  difcuflion  pf  the  particular  terms  to  be  granted  to  the  Em- 
in  the  prefent  inftance,  to  the  general  propolition,  whether  in 
y  cafe  it  was  fitting  that  pecuniary  afliftance  fliould  be  granted  to 
m  from  this  country.  He  wiftied  then  that  the  queftion  of  the 
articular  terms  propofed  might  be  (Hfcuflcd  before  tlic  Houfe  (hould 

called  to  decide  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  loan,  and  that  as  long  an 
ntcrval  as  poffible  might  be  allowed  previous  to  this  difcuflion,  fo 
IS  to  admit,  if  it  could  conveniently  be  done,  of  a  call  of  the 
ioufe.. 

Mr.  BURDON  faid,  that  though  he  voted  for  the  amendment 

the  firft  day  of  the  feflion,  he  did  not  confider  himfelf  as  the  lefs 
)ound  to  fupport  the  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war,  by  readily 

mdng  the  fuj^lies,     He  was  of  opinion  that  terms  of  peace,  even 

held  out  to  us,  woirid  not  be  accepted  by  the  French,  and  he 
mly  wi/hed  that  we  might  adopt  a  moderate  and  pacific  language,  in 
srder  to  fix  upon  them  all  the  crime  and  odium  of  carrv'ing.  on  the 
^ar. 

Mr.  FOX  faid  that  he  alfo  (hould  certainly  vote  the  fupplies. 

Fhe  only  difierence  was,  that  if  the  amendment  for  peace  had 
adopted,  he  fliould  have  done  it  with  a  good  heart,  and  a  fan* 
{uine  feeling,  in  the  view  that  they  would  be  applied  to  a  good  pur- 
afe ;  whereas  he  ftiould  now,  he  confefled,  vote  away  the  money 
>f  his  conftituents  under  very  different  impreffions,  and  with  very 
liiffcrent  profpe<3s. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  THORNTON  faid,  that  he  would  have  fup^ 
irtcd  the  Addrefs  on  the  firft  day  of  the  feflion,  if  it  had  held  pa- 
fic  language,  or  even  profefled  a  readindfs  to  adopt  negociation. 
He  was  indeed  of  opinion,  that  every  year  during  the  continuance  of 
toftiUties,  we  ftiould  make  an  offer  of  peace  to  the  enemy,  provided 
hey  ftiould  be  difpofed  to  remove  the  original  grounds  of  war^  What 
laddifpleafed  him  in  thelanguageof  Minifters  was,  that  they  feem- 

to  hold  out  no  othqr  termination  of  the  war  than  the  dcftrudtion 
of  the  prefent  French  Government,  an  objefl  which  he  believed 
fould  never  be  effected  by  the  force  of  arms.     Now  that  the  quef- 
waji  decided  to  carry  on  the  war,  he  was  ready  to  fupport  it« 
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Eveiy  way,  indeed,  he  faw  danger,  both  in  adopting  negotiation 
and  perfifting  in  hoftilities  ;  but  if  the  war  was  to  be  carried  on  at 
all,  he  was  fenfiblc,  from  a  view  of  the  difBculties  of  our  fituation, 
and  the  force  of  the  enemy  whom  we  had  to  oppofe,  that  it  could 
only  be  carried  on  by  a  large  and  extended  fcale  of  operations.  He 
declared  that  he  had  not  even  a  (hare  of  a  (hilling,  direftly  or  indi- 
rciftly,  in  the  loan  ;  he  difapproved  of  any  infinuations  of  corrupt  in- 
fluence in  the  management  of  the  tranfaftion  :  the  negfxriation  re- 
fpedfing  it,  he  believed  to  be  ftricftly  honourable  in  all  the  parties  ; 
and  concluded  with  giving  his  heart)'  fupport  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  FOX  explained,  that  there  had  exifted  times,  in  which 
there  had  been  juft  grounds  of  jealoufy  with  refped  to  corrupt  influ- 
ence ;  and  that  it  became  a  conftitutiontl  duty  of  every  Member  to 
exercife  fufpicion  and  vigilance  with  refpeA  to  whatever  might  have 
a  tendency  to  introduce  fo  deftrudive  a  principle  into  the  Houfc  of 
Commons,  or  add  to  the  force  which  it  might  have  already  acquir- 
ed, more  efpecially  when  the  tranfadtion  aflfumed  (b  queftionable  a 
Ihape  as  the  prefent  loan,  from  the  particular  time  and  circumftances 
in  which  it  was  brought  forward. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftated,  that  he  regretted  the  diflference 
of  opinion  which,  on  a  former  night,  had  taken  place  between  him- 
felf  and  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  S.  Thornton),  who  had  oii 
this  OGcafion  ftated  the  grounds  of  that  difference  in  a  way  very  ho- 
tiourable  to  himfclf,  and  very  f^r  to  the  Public.  The  honourable 
gentleman  conlidered  it  as  a  proper  meafure  to  offer  peace,  even 
with  a  view  to  carrying  on  the  war ;  he  muft  own,  that  under  the 
prefent  circumftances  he  entertained  the  diredly  contrary  opinion. 
At  the  fame  time  the  honourable  gentleman  had  given  an  example 
to  thofe  who  had  fupported  the  Amendment  from  fimilar  views,  by 
(hewing  his  determination  to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  the  Executive 
Government,  and  to  countenance  every  meafure  that  might  give  cf- 
feft  to  the  exertions  of  the  country.  With  refpeft  to  the  Auftrian 
loan,  he  had  no  hefitation  to  difcufs  the  expediency  of  fuch  a  ftep 
with  any  Member  who  was  defirous  that  the  operation  of  the  war 
(hould  be  vigoroufly  and  effeSually  carried  on.  But,  though  h^ 
had  no  objection  to  difcufs  that  meafure  (cparatcly,  it  muft  neceflfa- 
rily  form  a  part  of  his  budget,  as,  in  the  detail  which  he  (hould 
then  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  he  (hould  be  obliged  to  look  to  the  alter- 
native of  fuch  a  fum  to  be  granted  to  the  Emperor,  and  to  make  a 
fUitable  provifion,  if  the  treaty  (hould  be  carried  into  effe£l.  He 
(hould,  in  all  probability,  bring  forward  his  budget  on  Wednefday 
the  aiftinftant.  He  could  not  blame  any  Member  for  looking 
with  jealoufy  and  fufpicion  to  any  meafure  that  might,  in  his  op^ 
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:  nidnr>  havcf  a  tenden^  loino'eafe  the  means  of  corrupt  influence  ; 
but  he  ddfied  any  one  to  point  out  a  Tingle  ftep  that  had  been  taken« 
;  iadie  negoctation  refpeding  the  loan,  that  had  any  fuch  tendency* 
■  Fw  his  own  part,  hfc  knew  not  the  perfons  who  nu^ht  have  (harea 
*  itt  fte  loan.  But  how  could  fuch  a  ciraimftance  induce  the  proprie- 
tors to  fupport  the  continuance  of  the  war,  from  the  profpeft  of  ad- 
vantage, when,  on- the  contrary,  every  rumour  of  peace,  however, 
ffig^tor  unfounded,  was  found  to  have  the  eiFe£t  of  railing  the 
pike  ?  He  had  been  induced  to  concert  the  term$  of  the  loans  fo 
nudi  fooner  than  ufual,  becaufe,  before  he  could  make  any  fpeciiic 
psogchl  to  the  Emperor,  it  was.  neceffary  to  afcertain  what  effcA 
the  loan  granted  to  him  might  have  on  the  loan  requiiite  for  the  Go- 
vernment of  this  country  ;  and  this  could  only  be  done  by  a  provi- 
ibnal  btiTgain,  as  in  the  prefent  indance,  afterwards  to  be  fubmit- 
ted  to  Parliament.  The  gentlemen  in  Oppofition  ought  to  give 
them  credit  for  believing  that  the  co-operation  of  the  Emperor  was 
ticceffary  ;  and  if  fo,  was  it  defirable  to  m§et  Parliament,  without 
fciting  what  force  they  (hould  have  to  bring  againft  the  enemy  ?  He 
4]ad  aded  on  die  convidion  that  the  co-operation  was  nece(&ry,  and 
would  be  ready  to  ai^e  it  when  the  proper  time  arrived. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  he  thought  it  neceffary,  from 
what  he  had  faid  the  preceding  evening  being  mifreprefented,  to  ftate 
again,  that  though  he  did  not  fay  that  all  endeavours  would  be  fruit- 
Icfs,  for  he  ratha:  thou^t  they  would  not ;  but  fuppofing  they 
would,  yet  he  thou^t  they  would  have  the  efFedt  of  making  it  ap- 
pear we  had  juflicc  on  our  fide.  He  did  not  chufe  to  give  a  decided 
ojflnion  on  the  prefent  occafion,  but  the  inclination  of  his  mind  wa$ 
to  vote  for  the  fupply  ;  for  as  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  entered 
into  a  refolution  for  carrying  it  on,  the  queftion  then  was,  not  whe- 
ther we  (hould  go  on  with  the  war,  that  was  determined  in  the  af- 
ftrmadve,  but  whetherwe  fhould  have  a  vigorous  or  languid  war, 
and  in  that  vie>r  of  ^e  fubjed,  he  felt  himfelf  bound  to  grant  large 
fupjdies ;  diis  he  did,  becaufe  the  Houfe  was  determined  to  carry 
on  the  war,  not  becaufe  he  himfelf  wifhed  the  war  to  continue,  biit 
becauib  he  could  not  prevent  it ;  and  he  muft  again  proteft,  that 
the  more  he  thought  upon  the  fubjed,  the  rtiore  he  was  convince^ 
of  the  ncceffity  of  peace  on  the  part  of  this  country. 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE  fhortly  expreffcd  his  concurrence  in  the 
fentiments  of  the  laft  honourably  fpeaker,  as  to  his  approbation  of 
peace. 

Mr.  FOX  retained  his  fentiments  as  to  the  danger  of  corrupt 
influence,  and  the  neceff^ty  there  was  for  viewing  all  thefe  things 
wiA  a  Jealous  and  watchful  eye.     With  regard  to  the  queftion  of 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


86  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1795. 

fupply  now  before  the  Committee,  he  agreed  that  a  fupply  muft  be 
had, .  and  perhaps  he  might  be  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  grant- 
ed to  the  extent  propofed ;  but  that  was  nothing  to  the  application  of 
it,  or  of  the  jealoufy  of  the  Houfe  as  to  the  influence  to  be  created 
by  it.  He  took  notice  of  the  obfervation  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  on  the  efFeft  which  the  rumour  of  peace  always  had  to 
raife  the  price  of  ftock,  and  thereby  render  the  loan  more  advan- 
tageous to  the  proprietors  ;  but  he  aflced  how  this  argument  applied 
with  refped  to  the  Imperial  loan,  which  depended  on  the  fuppofi^- 
tion  that  the  war  was  to  be  continued,  and  which  was  a  mcafure 
entirely  without  any  profpeS  of  peace.  He  agreed  that  this  war,  if 
it  tnuft  be  continued,  fhould  be  a  war  of  great  vigour  ;  but  then  as 
to  the  nature  of  that  vigour,  he  might  think  the  fubfidy  to  the  Em- 
peror a  thing  entirely  ufelefs,  and  the  whole  fix  millions  to  be  paid 
^  for  nothing;  becaufe  though  the  Emperor  himfelf  might  co-operate^ 
yet  the  Eleftors  were  for  peace  ;  and  he  was  befides  moft  firmly  of 
opinion  that  the  whole  of  our  vigour  ought  to  be  in  the  navy,  and 
if  there  was  a  place  in  this  ifland,  in  which  it  was  poffibleto  build 
a  (hip,  and  a  fhip  not  built ;  if  there  was  one  man  employed  in  the  * 
army,  who  could  be  of  any  ferviccin  the  navy  ;  if  one  fhilling  wa* 
beftowed  to  purchafe  any  thing  for  the  army,  which  might  be  laid 
out  for  the  navy  ;  then  Minifters  were  proceeding  upon  a  fyftem, 
which,  if  followed  much  longer,  would  terminate  in  utter  and  irre- 
trievable ruin.  It  was  for  the  navy  that  the  whole  extent  of  our 
fupply,  be  it  ever  fo  large,  ought  to  -be  employed. 

Mr.  BARHAM  alfo  agreed  that  the  fupply  fliould  be  a  large  one 
,  if  the  war  was  to  be  carried  on,  but  he  thought  we  ought  to  nego-^ 
ciate  for  a  peace. 

Mr.  MARTIN  exprcffed  his  moft  hearty  concurrence  in  the 
Tentimcnts  of  Mr.  Fox  with  regard  to  the  navy.  He  deplored  the 
hardihips  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Europe  which  had 
fo  long  been  the  feat  of  war,  were  expofcd  ;  he  few  no  reafon  why, 
on  our  part,  the  whole  conteft  fliould  not  be  confined  to  naval  exer- 
tions. . 

Sir  WILLIAM  MILNER  wiflied  for  a  negociation  for  peace, 
Minifters  had  declared  that  the  fubverfion  of  the  Government  of 
France,  and  the  re-eftablifhment  of  the  Monarchy,  was  their  objaft. 
The  King's  fpeech  had  confirmed' the  intentions  of  their  not  treat- 
ing with  the  Republic.  He  dreaded  the  eflFedl  of  fending  fix  mil-* 
lions  to  the  Emperor  ;  he  was  afraid  it  M'ould  Icflfen  the  value  of 
land  in  this  country  to  an  alarming  degree  ;  it  would  not  only  be 
difficult  to  raife  money  by  way  of  mortgage  on  eftates,'  but  foon  im- 
poflible  cvpn  to  fell  thegi;   He  was  lately  with  aji  eounent  Solicitor^, 
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who  told  him  that' he  had  clients  who  -wanted  to  mortgage  eftatcs  to 
the  value  of  a  million  of  money ;  but  that  if  this  loan  to  the  Empe- 
ror took  place,  he  (hould  not  be  able  to  raife  any  of  it. 

Mr-  Chaturellor  PITT  took  an  opportunity  of  faying  what  he 
intended  to  be  underftood  as  his  fentiments  with  regard  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,  and  as  to  yfhzt  f6rt  of  Government  he  thought  fafe 
for  us  to  treat  with,  and  what  he  trufted  he  had  (aid  on  a  former 
night.  He  did  not  fay  that  it  would  be  impoflible  for  us  to  treat 
widi  France  in  the  form  of  a  Republic,  but  diat,  under  all  the  ex- 
iting circumdances,  it  was  not  fafe  fpr  us  to  treat  with  them,  and 
that  our  preffurc  was  not  fo  great  as  to  call  for  fuch  a  peace  as  we  had 
.  reafon  to  expedl  they  would  offer.  He  faid  that  he  thought  a  Mo- 
narchical form  that  with  which  we  could  treat  with  moft  fafety  ;  it 
was  not  impoflible  that  a  Republican  form  might  be  fuch  as  to  be 
able  to  give  fecurity  to  us  for  the  continuance  of  peace,  and  that  we 
might  poflibly  treat  with  fuch  a  Government,  but  he  did  not  think 
it  likely. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  it  was  neceffary  for  him  and  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  to  underftand  one  another.  He  always  underftood 
the  Minifter  to  fay,  that  it  could  not  be  fafe  for  this  country  to  treat 
with  the  Republican  form  of  Government  in  France,  and  that  we 
never  ought  to  think  of  it  but  in  cafe  of  extreme  neceflity ;  but 
now  he  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  fay  that  no  Republican  Govern- 
ment ihould  be  treated  with,  for  he  faid,  there  might  be  a  Repub- 
lican Government  which  we  might  treat  with ;  it  was  almoft  a  pity 
to  put  fuch  a  condition  in  the  argument,  becaufe  it  created  confu-  ^ 
fion,  for  now  it  was  to  be  qualified  with  the  w-ords  "  under  the 
prefent  circumflances  ;"  this  was  doing  away  the  effe£i  of  the  King'» 
Speech,  becaufe  it  depended  merely  on  the  time,  and  not  on  the 
form  of  Government,  as  thus  explained  by  the  Minifter.,  Here 
Mr.  Fox  defired  that  part  of  the  Speech,  to  which  this  argument, 
referred,  to  be  read,  which  being. done,  Mr.  Fox  begged  an  ex- 
planation. 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  was  a  little  hard  to  flate  nicdy 
all  the  (hades  of  diftin^lion.  The  nature  of  every  opinion,  with 
refpedl  to  the  conduft  mofl  proper  to  be  purfued,  mufl  ncceffarily 
depend  upon  a  comparifon  of  circumftances  ;  his  opinion  was,  diat 
with  the  prefent  Government,  under  the  prefent  exifting  circum- 
ftances, there  could  be  no  certainty,  or  fecurityj  and  therefore  no 
fafety  in  treating ;  there  might  -be  a  change  in  part,  fo  as  to  alter 
the  cafe.  But  he  had  no  difficulty  in  faying  freely,  there  muft  bf 
a  great  change  in  one  country  or  the  other,  or  both,  before  he  fhould 
4ink  it  proper  to  negociate  or  treat     The  difficulty  on  our  part 
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muft  be  much  greater  than  it  is,  and  their  afpe6t  muft  be  mud 
more  forftiidable  towards  us,  than  at  prcfent,  before  any  treat 
with  them  ought  to  be  thought  of  by  usi 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  then  the  queftion  would  turn  entirely  as  to  wha 

•alteration  there  might  be  irt  the  circumftances  of  the  two  countries 

and  pjuticularly  in  the  form  of  the  French  Government.  He  thoughi 

he  underftood  the  right  honourable  gentleman, «  and  he  h(^ed  fomu 

honourable  member,  fitter  for  if  than  himfelf,  would  make  a  modor 

■  on  the  fubjedl,  for  in  his  opinion  they  were  now  fairl;^  at  iffue. 

'  Mr.  JOLLIFFE  faid,  he  was  anxious  for  peace;  and  if  any  fpe- 
cific  motion  was  made  on  proper  grounds,  he  ihould  not  oppofe  it. 
Mr.  SHERJDAN  rofe  again— He  had  heard  many  things  af- 
ferfcd  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  which  he  thought  open  to  a  ready 
anfwcr  from  the  meaneft  underftanding,  but  having  troubled  the 
Committee  fo  often,  he  had  remained  filcnt.  There  had  however 
arifen  a  new  circumftanc^.  The  anfwer  given  by  the  Chancellor 
f)f  the  Exchequer  to  the  doubts  of  a  worthy  Baronet  (Sir  WiHiam 
Milner),  had  caufcd  a  difcuflion  of  the  utmoft  importance.  No- 
thing could  be  of  more  importance  than  to  afcertain  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Minifter,  an  explicit  declaration  of  the  real  caufes  and  ob- 
je<Ss  of  the  war.  His  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  had  faidy 
that  he  had  underftood  him  on  this'fubje<9:-»— Confcious  of  the-fape- 

■  rior  quickncfs  of  intelle(9  which  his  right  honourable  friend  poffcffed, 
he  had  no  doubt  but  that  his  right  honourable  friend  had  compre- 
hended his  meaning  ;  but  for  himfelf  he  muft  plainly  fay,  that  af- 
ter conftantly  watching  the  Minifter  on  this  fubjedt,  he  had  uniformly 
found  him  giving  an  apparently  plain  opinion ;  and  then,  'when 
preffed  for  a  little  explanation,  cloathing  that  opinion  --  in  fuch  a 
multiplicity  of  words,  that  in  proportion  as  he  profeffed  himfelf  to 
be  intelligible,  he  had  found  him  utterly  obfcure.  The  point  now 
to  be  afcertained  was,  What  was  the  profpeft  of  the  Miniftcr's  pre- 
fent  deliberate  declaration  as  to  the  objecft  of  the  war  ?  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan quoted  all  Mr.  Pitt's  different  declarations  and  explanations  on 

'  this  fubjeft,  which  he  (hewed  went  to  eftablifti  thefe  points— i  ft, 
that  no  treaty  could  be  had  with  the  prefent  Governipent  of  France 
•i^then,  that  no  negotiation  could  be  entered  into  with  them  till  a 
Government  of  our  choice  was  impofed '  upon  them— or  until  wc 
were  juftified  in  treating  with  them,  by  being  wholly  fubdued  and 
completely  at  their  mercy.  In  Ihort,  he  would  put  Mr:  Pitt's  de- 
clarations, which  had  been  detailed  in  many  fcntences,  in  a  very 
few  words-^The  prcfent  Minifters  would  give  peace  to  England 
whenever  wt  fhould  conquer  France,  or  whenever  France  fhould 
CQnqucr  us^i^it  was  a  declaration  of  infanity ;  and  if  the  Houfcof 
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^omnions  or  the  country  fupported  him  after  this  declaration,  they 
imuft  be  as  mad  as  the  maniac  that  deluded  them. 

The  Refolution,  that  a  fupply  be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  W2(s 
%en  put  and  carried,  and  tht  report  wa$  ordered  to  be  received 
t>-morrow. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  reported  to  the  Houfo,  that  the  Houfc  attended 
ffiBs  Majefty  yefterday,  with  their  Addrefs  ;  to  which  His  Majcftjr 
'%as  pleded  to  give  thi^  moft  gracious  Anfwer : 

Gemlemerii 

/  return  you  my  ttioji  cordial  thanks  for  this  loyal  and  dutiful  Addrefs f 
Mfor  the  affeBionate  fentiments  which  you  exprefs  oh  the  approaching 
marriage  of  my  fm  the  Prime  ^  Wales. 

The  affurances  of  your  continued  and  zealous  fupport  in  the  important 

istfieft  in  which  ive  are  engaged  afford  me  the  greateji  fatisfaSliori.   Tour 

frmnefs  and  perfeveranccy  and  the  fpirit  and  exertions  of  my  people^ 

ion  (done  lead  to  a  fuccifsful  and  honourable  termination  of  the  waf^ 

\^  to  the  firm  ijiahlijhfnent  of  general  tranquillity, 

Saturday^   ^dyanuary, 

iihe  Refolatiori  bf  the  Committee  of  the  whole  ttoufe,  to  grant 
ft  fupply  to  His  Majeftyj  was  reported  and  agreed  to.  ' 

The  following  accounts,  by  His  Majefty's  command,  were  prtf- 
ifented  by  Mr;  Rofe,  vizj 

An  account  of  all  additions  which  Have  bcien  made  to  the  annual  charge 
of  the  public  debt. 

Aq  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  additional  duties  on  horfcs  and 
canriages,  frorii  the  5rh  of  July  1789,  and  alfo  an  account  of  the  netc 
ucome  of  the.  tax  of  ten  per  cent^  charged  upon  the  aiTeired  taxes  by  an 
a&  of  31ft  Geoi  IIL  for  one  year,  iiom  06t«  io,  i793«  to  06t>.  xo, 
1794. 

An  account  of  the  additional  duties  1^89^  on  newfpapers,  advertife- 
ments,  cards,  dice^  legacies,  and  probates  of  wills,  for  the  fume  timei 

An  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  duties  on  Brltidi  fpirits,  and 
on  foreign  fpirits,  granted  in  the  year  1791,  for  the  fame  time. 

Att  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  duties  on  fugar,  for  one  year, 
for  tke  fame* time* 

An  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  duties  on  additional  garho 
certificates,  for  the  fame  time. 

An  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  duties  on  bills  and  receiptft,, 
for  the  fame  time* 

An  account  of  the  nett  prdduce  of  the  duties  on  Britifh  fpirits,  granted 
ttno  1794,  to  the  loth  of  Odtobcr  the  fame  year. 

An  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  flamp  duty  on  indentures  of 
derkito  attornies  aiid  foiieitorS|  1794,  to  the  ioch  of  Odtober  the  fame 
year. 
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Aa  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  additional  duties  on  brtcl^  aB4 
\£le6,  from  the  2:8th  of  March  to  the  10th  of  October,  1794. 

An  account  of  the  nett  pcodisce  of  the  dutj  00  paper,  from  the  tMt 
.of  March  to  the  loth  of  Odtober^  i794« 

An  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  duties  on  glafs,  from  the  lyth 
tff  April  to  the  loth  of  O4ober,  1794-    • 

'  An  account  of  the  nett  produce  of  the  duties  on  fiates,  flones,  and 
marbk*  ffom  the  ^th  of  July  to  the  loth  of  O^bcr,  1794* 

An  accoiint  of  the  nett  produce  of  thd  dotiet  on  diflilleries,  and  licences 
granted  to  didliiers  in  Scotland,  fpom  the  cth  of  April  to  the  loth  of 
Odtober,  <7949  made  perpetual  5th  of  April,  1794. 

The  titles  of  all  thefe  accounts  were  r^d,  and  ordered  tobe  laid 
en  the  table. 

Mr*  Rofc  alfo  prefented — 

An  account  oi^  the  total  produce  of  the  cullons,  ezcife,  fbnsps,  and 
iaeidencs  for  one  year. 

An  account  of  the  total  produce  of  the  duties  of  xuHnms  in  £nglan4 
and  Scotland,  for  the  four  quarters,  ending  06t.  10,  1794. 

An  Qccnjnt  of  the  total  pradace  of  the  excife  in  England  and  Scot* 
land,  for  the  ibur  xjuartera,  ending  sA  the  i&me  time. 

The  following  accounts  were  ordered: 

Ordinary  of  the  navy,  extraordinary  of  the  navy,  guards,  and  garri- 
fons,  ordnance  land  (ervice,  reduced  officers,  Chelfea  out-peniioners, 
fer vices  incurred  not  provided  for,  difpoiition  of  i^rants,  -and  navy  debt. 

An  Addrefs  to  be  ptcfented  to  His  Majcfty  by  Privy  (>)ttnfdloi!B, 
Axax  His  Majeity  be  pleafcd  to  give  orders  ^  the  ptofer  officers  to 
lay  the  laft-above  feveral  accounts  before  the  Houfc. 

Account  of  the  amount  of  Eacchequer  bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  an 
BiEt  of  laft  feffion  for  raifing  a  certain  fum  thereby. 

An  account  of  tbe;total  p'roduoe  «£  the  revenue  on  ilanips  tn  England 
j«nd  Sooldand,  for  the  four  quarters,  enc^ng  the  iame  time. 

An  account  of  the  t<ital  produce  paid  into  the  £xcheqiter,  under  the    . 
bead  tncideots,  for  the  four  quarten,  ending  at  the  fame  time. 

The  titles  w£re  read,  and  the  accounts  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
toWc.  ^ 

Alfo  an  account  of  the  amount  of  the  further  Exchequer  bills. 

And  an  account  of  the  amount  of  Exchequer  bills  tw^e  forth  in  pur- 
fuance  of  an  a<^  of  the  lafl  feffion  of  Parliament,  for  enabling  His  Ma* 
jeily  to  raifethe  fum  of  i^  500,0001* 

Mr.  Hobart  brought  up  the  Refolution  of  the  Conunittee  of 
Supply,  which  was  agreed  to  nemine  contradicente. 

Mr.  ROSE  iiidved,  tint  the  Houfe  do  refolve  itfdf  into  a  Com-* 
.  mittee  of  Supply  tm  Monday  next. 
Ti)»  HQk;de  adjouDw4. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


A*  1195'  DEBATES.  9t 

Lord  Vifcount  PARKER  reported  to  the  Houfc,  that  their  Ad- 
AeJs  of  Saturday  Jaft  (that  His  Majefty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafcd' 
fto  give  dircdtions  to  the  proper  ofliccrs,  that  the  eftimates,  fiffs,  and 
accounts,  therein  mentioned,  might  be  laid  before  this  Houfe).  had 
been  prefented  to  His  Majefty  \,  and  that  His  Majefty  had  com- 
manded him  to  acquaint  this  Houfe,  that  he  will  give  dircftions 
accordingly. 

Odered,  That  the  wder  of  the  day,  for  the  Houfe  to  refolvc 
itfcff  into  St  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfcj  to  confider  of  the  Sup- 
ply granted  to  His  Majefty,  be  now  read. 
And  the  faid  order  being  read  accordingly ; 
Ordered,  That  the.  account  of  the  amount  of  the  Exchequer  bills,^ 
Bttadc  out  by  virtue  of  an  aft,  paflbd  m  the  laft  fcffion  of  Parlia^ 
aient,  intit*iiled,  **  An  a£l  for  raifing  a  certain  fiim  of  monejT,  by 
loans  or  Exchequer  bilk,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  one  thoufani 
fevtn  hundred  and  ninety-four,'*  be  referred  to  the  faid  Committee. 
Ordered,.  That  the  account  of  the  amount  of  the  Exchequer  bills,' 
made  out  by  virtue  of  an  adJ^  pafled  in  the  laft  feffion  of  Parlia- 
ment, intituledi  "  An  a6l  for  raifing  a  further  fura  of  money,  by 
loans  or  Exchequer  bills,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  ninet)''-four,"  be  referred  to  the  faid  Committee, 
Ordered,  That  the  account  of  the  amount  of  the  Exchequer  bills, 
made  forth  in  purfuance  of  an  a<S,  pafled  in  the  laft  fcflion  of  Par- 
liament, intituled,  "  An  ad  for  enabling  His  Majefty  to  raifc  the 
fum  of  two  million3  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  for  the  ufe$ 
and  purpofes  therein  ipentioned,'*'  be  referred  to  the  faid  Com- 
mittee. 

Then  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Committee  ;  and^ 
after  fome  time  fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  refumed  the  chair ;  and 
Mr.  Hobart  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  come  Xb 
fcveral  refolations,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report,  wheini 
the  Houfe  wilt  pleafe  to  receive  the  fame. 
Ordered,  That  the  report  be  received  to-morrow  morning. 
Mr.  JEJSIYLL  laid,,  he  wiftied  to  alk  a,  qucftion  of  an  honour- 
able gentleman,,  whom  he  faw  in  his  place,  upon  a  fubjpit  of  the 
greateft  importance.     Upon  an  anfwer  being  given,  would  depend 
whether  he  (hould  mate  any  motion  or  not.     Since  the  fubfidy  to 
the  Emperor  of  Germany  was  fo  fpon  to  be  difcuifed  in  the  Houfe, 
it  was  peculiarly  neceflary  for  th^m  to  inquire  into  the  nature  of 
the  reliance  we  could  place  on  our  allies  as  foon  as  pofllblc  i  be 
ftou^t  no  period  io  fit  as  ^^  prefent  to  obtain  an  account  of  th«  ^ 
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fums  difburfed  to  the  King  of  Pruflia  when  the  laft  inftallment  ha4 
\)een  advanced^  whether  any  had  been  paid  fince  the  King  of  Pruf. 
iia  had  turned  his  arms  againft  Poland^  and  what  number  of  troops 
had  co-operated  with  ours  fince  the  commencement  of  the  fubfidy., 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  the  laft  inftalment  was  made  in  the 
iponth  of  September  laft. 

Mr.  JEKYL  wiflied  to  know  what  the  amoui^t  was  in  all  of 
money  given  to  the  King  of  Pruffia  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  had  not  the  leaft  ol)je6Hon  tq 
the  accounts  on  that  fubjedi  being  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Houie. 
The  amount  of  the  whole  fum  which  had  been  fent  to  his  PrufTian 
Majefty  from  this  country  amounted  to  twelve  hundred  thoufanc( 
pounds. 

Mr.  GREY  obferved,    that  as  gentlemen  were  about  to  leave 
town  for  a  (hort  time,  in  order  to  attend  their  public  duty  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  country,  he  wiftied  to  defer  for  a  while,  a  motioin 
^hich  he  intended  tp  make.     As  the  fubjedt  was  of  great  impor-: 
tance,  he  thought  it  was  proper,  at  the  time  he  gave  notice  of  it, 
to  ftate  precjfely  what  the  motion  was.      It  related  to  what  had 
partly  been  already  before  the  Houfe.     He  was  one  of  thoft  who 
thought,  that  propofals  for  peace  might,  at  this  time,  be  made  with 
advantage  to  this  country  5  the  Minifter  had  declared  himfelf  to  be 
of  a  contrary  opinion.     He  thought  he  underftood  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  at  laft,  upon  that  fubjeft-r-Hc  believed  him 
to  fay  in  effcSt  this,  ''  Tliat  the  form  of  Government  in  France,, 
with  which  this  country  could  with  the  greateft  fafety,  and  advan- 
tage, treat  and  negociate,  was  that  of  a  monarchical  form,  eftab- 
liftied  on  fomething  like  the  old  form  of  the  Conftitution  of  that 
country — ^That  he  could  conceive,  however,  intermediate  circum- 
flances,   in  which  it  might  be  prudent  for  us  even  to  treat  with  a 
Republican  form  of  Government  in  that  country,  but  that  under  the 
prefent  circumftances  we  could  not,    confiftently  with  the  dignity 
of  the  Crown,  or  the  fafety  of  the  countrj',    negociate  with  the 
prefent  Government  of  Franc«.     Now  he,  for  one,    was  well 
perfuaded  that  we  could,    confiftently  with  the  dignity   of  the 
Crown,  and  the  fafety  of  the  Public,  enter  at  this  time  into  n^o- 
ciation,    and  he  wiftied  to  bring  on  the  difcuffion  of  that  fubjc<S, 
and  therefore  he  now  gave  notice,  that  on  the  20th  of  this  mondij; 
he  ftiould  move  f  f  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  that  Hpufe,  that  the 
cxiftence  of  the  prefent  Government  pf  France  ought  not  to  b^ 
confidered  as  precluding  a  negociation  for  peace."     Thefe  were 
the  wordf  of  die  motion,  as  he  intended  to  make  it;   if  there  wa^ 
any  Member  in  the  Houfe  who  thought  that  the  feme  idea  mighj 
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be  better  cxprefled,  he  ihould  be  glad  now  to  hear  what  was  to  be 
iaid  upon  that  pomt>  if  not,  he  ihould  bring  it  forward  as  it  ftoocf. 
Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  (hould  not  attempt  to  difcufc 
ihe  fubje<^  now,  becaufe  another  feafon  would  arrive  for  that  pur- 
"e  ;  he  wifhed  it  to  be  underftood,  however,  that  he  wifhed  the 
matter  to  be  difcufled  fully,  fairly  and  freely,  whether  from  the  in- 
ternal fituation  of  France,  it  would  be  wife,  difcrect,  or  prudent, 
:on  the  part  of  this  country,  to  enter  into  any  negociation  at  this 
time. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  then  alluded  to  the  City  Militia  bill.     He 
.'ohferved,  that  the  bill  wjs  hurried  through  the  Houfe  with  unex- 
ampled and  indecent  precipitancy,  and  when  he  oppofedit  as  an  in- 
^ingement  of  the  chartered  rights  of  the  citizens  of  London,  he  was 
told  he  was  interfering  in  a  matter  for  which  the  citizens  of  London 
would  not  be  obliged  to  him,  for  that  they  had  confidered  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill  and  approved  of  it.     The  fa£t,  however,  was  the- 
rpverfe,  the  citizens  had  not  then  an  opportunity  of  underftanding 
fee  bill  completely,  and  when  they  did  underiland  it,  they  difap- 
proved  of  it  highly.      It  was  not  his  view  to  catch  at  temporary  po- 
pularit}%  by  affecting  to  feel  for  the  rights  of  perfons,  for  whom  he 
Ijad  no  real  concern  ;  the  truth  wasj^  that  he  confidered  the  bill  in 
queftion  as  a  grofs  violation  of  the  rights  of  a  very  refpedtable  body 
of  men,  whom  it  was  the  common  duty  of  all  the  members  of  that 
Houfe  to  eftecni  and  refpeft — But  to  fhew  that  he  had  no  dcfire  of 
thrufting  himfelf  forward  in  this  bufinefs,  he  would  decline  it  alto- 
gether, if  he  (liould  find  that  the  Members  for  the  city  were  difpofed 
to  do  their  duty  to  their  condituents  upon  the  fubjed.     What  he 
iriCbcd  to  know  at  this  moment  was,  Whether  it  was  the  intention 
of  thefe  honourable  gentlemen  to  bring  forward  a  motion  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  City  Militia  bill,  or  to  propofc  fome  regulation  of  it  ? 
He  defired  an  anfwcr  to  that  queflion. 

Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  faid,  that  a  Committee  had  been  ap- 
pointed in  the  city  to  examine  into  this  fubjed,  and  they  had  not 
yet  made  their  report,  and,  therefore,  he  could  not  give  all  the  in- 
fomation  he  could  wifh.  But  with  regard  to  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  he  would  venture  to  fay  that  it  was  approved  of  by  a  large 
majority  of  the  Citizens  of  London.  This  he  colledled  from  the 
meetings  viiich  had  taken  place  upon  this  fubjeft. 

Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON  laid,  that  many  attempts  had 
been  made  to  impofe  on  the  underftaqdingsof  the  Citizens  of  Lon- 
don upon  this  fubjeft,  but  they  would  not  fwallow  the  poifon,  how- 
tvcr  palatable  the  dofe  was  made  up }  the  majority  of  the  citizens 
Ifcie  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  l^ill.     He  obferved  that  Mr.  Sberi- 
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dan  had'  faid  the  Members  for  London  were  not  prefeit  on  Fridays 
Mr.  Andcrfon  fairfhc  was  in  the  Houfe  at  a  quarter  of  an  hotra^ 
after  four  o'clock,  and  he  bc^d  leave  to  hf  he  attended  the  Hcnifc,t 
he  believed,  as  frequently  as  any  Member  did,  and  he  trusted  thaf 
none  of  ritefe  refleftions  would  be  thrown  out  agrtir.  He  under— 
flood  thef  hwioiirable  gentleman  had  faid,  in  the  hearing  of  fbmcr 
pcrfons,  thfft  he  fhould  have  fome  obfcrvations  to  make  t30-day,  if 
the  Mcmbew  for  the  city  attended  their  duty. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  he  did  not  wifh  to  difpute  with  thcr 
honourable  Member,  whether  or  not  the  avocations  which  he  had 
to  fill,  were,  or  wore  not,  of  a  nature  fuperior  to  the  attendance  of" 
hifr  duty  in  Parliament.     He  dtd  notj  he  fairf,  make  a  merft  of' 
his  own  attendance,  as  he  conceived  that  every  man  who  afpired  to 
a*  feat  in  that  Houfe,  rauft  at  Icaft  know  that  attendance  was  a  part"' 
of  his  duty.     With  regard  to  his  having  pmmifcd  to  make  fame 
obfervation*^  upon  this  fiibjeif^  to-day,  in  the  hearing  of  any  body  in 
that  Houfe,  he  certainly  did  not  make  that  promife  in  the  hearing 
of  any  body,  for  he  did  not  malce  it  at  all.     As  to  the  popularity 
of  the  bill,  the  gentlemen  who  had  aflerted  that,  would  do  well  to^ 
rcvife  that  opinio!^.;  heinfifted  the  bill  was  difirelifhed  j  a  proof  of 
which  was,  they  hadfufpendod  it,  and  not  a<fted  upon  it ;  and  in 
the  populous  Ward  of  Farringdon  they  had  bound  their  Commoir* 
Council  to  endeavour  by  ail  means  to  get  it  repealed.  ^ 

Mr.  Al*rman  LE  MESURIER  contended,  that  if  the  voiar 
of  the  citizens  were  properly  and  fairly  colleded,  they  would  bo 
found  greatly  in  favour  of  the  brll.  Ft  did  not,  he  faid,  ordinate* 
in  any  of  the  perfon*  in  the  intereft  of  adminiifa^tion,  nor  had  h^ 
ibr  one  any  ftrare  in  framing  it.  When  the  plan  of  a  volunniry 
fobferip^on,  untverfal  throughout  the  country,  was  propofcd  ii| 
London,  fome  gentlemen,  adverfe  to  the  politics  of  the  ruling  Mi- 
niftiy,  thought  it  would  be  better  to  regulate  their  own  militia,,  fo 
as  to  put  it  on  as  ff3od  and  re^c^able  a  footing  as  would  fiperfedc 
^le  neceffity  of  adopting  the  meafurcs  of  the  Minifters.  The  plani 
was  after warda  drawn  out,  and  generally  received  wid\  merited  ap- 
probation, but  that  perhaps  the  honourable  gentleman,  whoinfifted 
en  the  contrary,  did  not  know  this,  ft)r  the  citizens  of  London  were 
not  in  the  habi<;  of  publiftiiig  their  proceedings  in  Republican  newf- 
papcrs. 

Aft*.  POX,  latd  he  had  a  motion  to  make,  which  was  not  on- 
ufual  on  fimilar  occafions,  if  a  fimilar  occafion  to  the  prcfent  could 
be  recolledted  in  the  hiftory  of  this  country.  In  a  fliort  time  th6 
Miniftcr  was  to  call  for  a  loan,  unexampled  in  point  of  magnitude, 
as  well  as  under  peculiar  circumfbmces,  a  krge|)artof  which  was 
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mteniied  to  beibr  die  ftffiftance  of  a  fore^  Prince.  On  the  dajr 
ptm<»s  ID  die  dtfeiiffion  of  that  fubjeS,  an  honourable  friend  of  * 
4us  (Mr.  Grey)  was  to  bring  ^irward  a  very  important  motion* 
Mow  trnder  the  ptefeat  abrrtmog  afped  of  oar  aflkirs,  <they  couM 
mui  fmcQ&A  wich  too  n^ch  Memnity,  and  dierefore'he  fliould  now 
-flaove-tbat  eke  -Houfe  be  called  over  on  the  aoth  4sS  this  month. 

'Hiei^ueaian  was  put  and  carried,  to  which  was  added  the  ufasA 
^edor  in  fuch  4Sftfes«-"dut  fuch  Members  as  do  not  anfwer  to  the 
tcail  <be  <CBken  into  the  ctiAody  of  the  Seijeant  at  Arms. 

Mr.  JEKYL  obferved,  that  as  the  Minifter  had  not  given  him 
an  anfwer  to  the  latter  part  of  hts  qoeftton,  relative  to  our  fi^fidjr 
«ao  die  ILiag  of  Praffia,  he  ihould  be  obliged  to  make  a  mo^n» 
^tich  he  did  to  die  foUowkg  cf&d :  <<  That  there  be  laid  before 
-^he  Hoqfe  an  account  of  the  raon^  ifiued  and  received  by  the  King 
fOf  Pniffia,  and  .what  time  due  inftallments  were  made,  4n  confe- 
-yieBGeof  a  treaty  ehtep^ed  into  between  him  and  His  Majefty,  m 
idle  Mioftth  of  A^ril  1794 ;  togedier  with  an  account  of  the  num- 
ber of  troops  whidi  have  ];)een  employed  in  concert  with  His  Ma- 
jefly  s  tvoops  in  purfuance  of  the£iid  treaty.^' 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  did  not  tncan  to  objcS  to  Ac 
iwoount  ^f  the  i^fl»Uments  \  the  amount  of  the  whole  he  had  ftated 
«Iieady  ^(be  twdve  .hundred  thoufend  pounds  ;  but  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  tiwps  employed  by  the  King  of  Pniffia  in  concert  with  His 
Mf^fty's-tioopsy  It  was  (^  as  he  could  not  aflent  to,  beoaufe  Go* 
vcmment  fhtd*  raceivcd  oio  official  returns  of  iheir  number. 

M.  FOX  e^i^ered.daisxonduiftas  more  dav^erous  and  alarni- 

•kg  Aan  any  that  ihad  oocaroed  finoe  the  be^ning  of  the  -war.    He 

lOfiAod  that  had  fuch  an  oiifervation  been  ufed  in  the  Hoide  when 

Ihe  tsseaty  was  onder  difini(lion,,it  "woirid  have  been  impoflfble^br 

Ibem,  confidently  with  their  duty,  to  have  agreed  to  it.    In  con- 

fittdiag  wifeh  ilia  Pruifian  Majefty  for  die  payment  of  thefe  fums,  it 

WIS  iispolated  on  his  part,  that  he  (hould  fumifli  a  certain  nufffber 

4f  troops  to  co-operate  wiith  thofc  of  the  allies,  and  though   their 

arfeurforsiUitaiy  gloiywas  given  aimongft  the  reafons  for  leaving 

4he  auny  nndcr  the  command  of  Prttirfaa\)ffioers,  yet  it  was  un- 

iderftood  fekat  it  was  to  receisre  it^  dirciStion  in  a  great  degree,  4rom 

eoBUittibrics  fent  by  Gneat  Bintain  and  tiie  United  Provinces,  -to 

AipeiiBtenid  its  loperatioas.     What  the  4.ife  of  fuch  oommiiGoner^ 

eauld  he  ikenvas  yiet  to  kam^  4jnlefs  it  was^a  part  <A  their  duty  tq 

fce  Aot  ihe  aigreements  entered  into  with  the   two  fubfidi^ing 

fowers  fbould  be  duly  executed.     He  did  not  know  hew  this  que^ 

^ft(ni:ouki  beoone  a  iubjedt  of  debate  in  ^he  Hoilfe,  u^lcfs  they 

bid  |hat nsccflaxy  informadon.     Untilthat  was<>btained  they tnilft 
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be  equally  at  a  lofs  to  know  why  the  inftalments  had  been  fufpendedl 
in  the  month  of  September,  and  wliy  they  were  corttiriued  fo  long^l 
When  the  extravagance  of  the  terms  was  formerly  objefled  to,  ^ 
diftindlion  was  taken  between  this  and  the  cfther  treaties  to  whicfat 
it  was  compared;  becaufe,  without  fome  fuch  difliddlion,  ilt 
would  appear  twenty  times  more  diikvahtageous  than!  any  oth^ 
treaty  which  the  country  had  ever  made.  In  the  debate  of  a  for- 
mer night,  the  derelidion  of  fome  of  our  allies  was  ftated  as  onte 
great  caufe  of  the  reverfes  of  the  war ;  and  yet  it  (hould  feem  thstt 
we  were  ftill  to  pay  the  King  of  Pruflia  for  th^t  conduA  t^hich  was 
produdive  of  our  difappointments. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  confidered  the  words  "  twenty  ttmear 
more  diiavantageous"  as  random  inconfiderate  language,  when  a 
reference  was  made  to  the  fubfidiary  treaty  by  which,  in  the  wsuf 
before  laft,  we  granted  to  the  late  King  of  Pruffia  670,000!.  ifi 
a  year.  Yet  in  that  we  had  no  (lipuktion  whatever  that  the  contf- 
mand  (hould  either  be  given  to  Britifh  officers,  or  that  it  (hould 
be  applied  in  any  way  to  our  particular  .advantage.  He  could  not, 
therefore,  well  account  for  the  inaccuracy  of  counting  670,0001* 
as  only  a  twentieth  part  of  i,8oo,oool.  which  the  King  of  Pruffia 
was  to  have  received  by  the  late  treaty  had  the  inftalments  beeti 
•  continued.  He  was  far,  however,  fix>m  being  ready  to  affert  that 
the  ftipulations  of  the  treaty  had  been  fulfilled  by  his  Pruffian  Ma- 
jefly  in  a  manner  fatisfadory  40  this  country,  or  with  all  the  ad- 
vantage that  we  had  realbn  to  expefl.  But  that  the  application  of 
his  arms  was  of  no  fmall  advantage,  notwithilanding,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  campaign,  he  would  certainly  contend  for.  He  alfo  main- 
tained that  the  Britifli  Minifters  had  afted  wifely  in  having  advifed 
the  treaty  :  that  they  alfp  a6tcd  for  the  beft,  in  continuing  the  in- 
ftalments up  to  laft  September ;  and  that  the  <:aufe  of  the  allies  was 
mpre  benefited  by  the  manner  in  which  the  Pruffians  were  employed, 
than  it  would  have  been  if  we  had  faved  the  money.  To  fay  that 
no  regular  returns  of  the  Pruflian  troops  had  been  tranfmitted  oiS- 
cially  to  this  country  in  the  fame  manner  as  monthly  returns  were 
made  of  our  own  force,  was  by  no  means  faying  that  the  commif- 
iaries  had  n^Ieded  to  fend  any  account  whatever  ;  fuch  as  had  been 
tranfinitted  fliould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  ;  but  that  die  treaty 
contained  no  ftipulations  for  our  receiving  regular  official  returns, 
was.  a  circumftance  as  open  to  Miu  Fox's  obfervation  when  it  wa# 
formerly  difcufted  as  it  was  at  prefent.  Yet,  at  that  time  no  fuch 
obfervatipn  had  been  made  by  him.  He  concluded  with  moving, 
by  way  of  amendment  to  this  motion,  that  the  words,  **  together, 
with  an  account  of  the  number  of  troops  which  have  been  em- 
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L\ jicycri  in  concert  witfi  His  Majcfty's  troops,  in  purfuancc  of  the 

'fjkad  treaty,"  be  left  out. 

Mr.  FOX  obferved  that  the  calculation  he  had  haftily  made  was 
too  high  when  he  ftated  this  treaty  to  be  more  to  our  di&vantagc, 
dian  others  in  the  proportion  of  20  to  i ;  but  it  was  not  lefs,  after 
all,  than  1 5  to  i .  .  By  the  treaty  with  the  late  King  of  Pruffia, 
there  were  1 50,000  men  allowed  for  670,000!.,  and  in  the  treaty 
with  the  King  of  Sardinia,  50,000  men  were  fubfidived  for 
2oo,oool.,  fo  that  the  three-fifths  of  the  prefent  treaty  were  as 
120,000  men,  and  bear  the  exaft  proportion  of  one  to  fifteen, 
ThatJ  faid  Mr.  Fox,  is  die  calculation,  and  I  beg  pardon  for  my 
fomier  incoitedtnefs.  He  then  obferved  that  it  was  now  too  late  to 
recall  the  i,2oo,oool.  and  as  it  appeared  neceilhry  to  have  fomc 
cxcufe  for  having  paid  that  fum,  the  fuccefs  of  thefe  foreign  mer- 
cenaries was  talked  of,  when  the  whole  fcries  of  the  campaign 
confifted  of  difafter  and  difgrace.  Mr.  Fox  thought  it  particularly 
hard  for  the  country  that  the  goods  (hould  not  be  remitted  when 
the  mon^  was  paid.  The  Minifter  was  pleafed  to  fay  he  had  ge- 
neral information  upon  the  fubjeft  ;  would  he  condefcend  to  convey 
to  the  Houfe  a  little  of  that  general  information  ?  if  he  did,  it 
would  then  be  a  queflion  for  the  Houfe  to  confider  what  ought  to  be 
their  condu6^  upon  fuch  a  fubjedt ;  and  in  judging  of  that,  they 
ought  to  reflect  that  they  were  the  guardians  of  the  public  purfe, 
and  ought  not  to  fuffer  the  public  treafure  to  be  thus  wantonly 
wafted.  He  concluded  with  fayingthat  this  bufinefs,  in  the  prefent 
ftagp  of  it,  was  fo  extraordinary  and  alarming,  that  he  (hould  think 
he  did  not  do  his  duty  if  he  did  not  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe 
i^n  the  fubje<ft. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  found  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
deemed  it  neccffary  to  eke  out  his  argument  with  a  mis-ftatement.  ' 
When  his  right  honourable  friend  ijientioned  the  fuccefs  derived 
60th  the  affiftance  of  thefe  fubfidiaries,  he  was  perfedly  confiftent, 
although  their  endeavours  had  been  attended  with  difafter ;  for, 
fiich  was  the  connexion  the  one  had  with  the  other,  that  when  they 
aded  up  to  fuccefs,  and  if  they  failed  unitedly,  the  failure  would 
have  been  much  greater  without  fuch  afliftance.  The  failure  was 
of  a  different  fort  to  that  of  which  the  complaint  was  made.  If  the 
feilure  proceeded  from  a  deficiency  of  number,  according  to  the 
Stipulation,  then  blame  was  to  be  attached  ;  but  if  it  proceeded 
from  fituation  and  from  circumftance,  or  any  other  remote  caufe, 
the  treaty  was  fuccefsfiil  as  far  as  their  affiftance  tended  ;  and 
though  much  more  might  have  been  hoped  for,  there  was  nodiing 
father  to  be  require.  '  There  was  then  no  real  oppofttion  between 
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the  twoqueftions,  that  the  efTorts  of  our  aUics  had  been  bei^efieial, 
and  that  our  failure  had  been  caufed  by  their  dereliSion :  iha 
latter,  indeed,  prOve  the  fornier  to  be  trtic ;  for  it  appeared  that 
^e  treaty,  while  a^ed  up  to,  had  produced  the  defired  Fuccefs,  but 
when  oiir  allies  ceafed  to  afl  conformably  to  it,  then  our  failure 
commenced.  There  was  a  mifreprefentation  in  ftating  that  Mr. 
Pitt  had  afferted  he  had  no  information  at  all ;  he  had  merely  flated 
he  had  nothing  but  general  information,  "which  was  not  fufficicnt 
to  lay-  before  the  Houfe.  The  ftoppage  of  payment  in  September, 
certainly  tended  to  (hew  that  we  had  the  controul  conter^ed 
for  by  adminiftratioh  over  the  Pruffian  forces. 

Mr.  Fox  did  not  think  that  any  perfon,  except  a  gentleman  ef 
fych  acute  reafoning  as  Mr.  Windham,  could  have  made  a  diviiiott 
in  the  difafters  of  the  war. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  faid,  as  he  found  the  Pruffian  tioops  had 
been  inftrumental  in  the  fucceffes  of  laft  campaign,  it  might  be 
proper  to  move  for  an  account  of  the  men  which  the  King  of  Priiflia 
employed  in  the  reduftion  of  the  French  Weft  India  Iflands. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  wilhed  tliat  the  Minifter  would  at  leaft  confent 
to  have  copies  of  thq  correfpondence  in  which  he  teceivod  his  intel- 
ligence, laid  before  the  Houfe. 

After  a  few  more  obfervatbns,  Mr.  Fox  perfifting  to  oppofe  the 
Minifter's  amendment,  the  Houfe  divided,  when  the  amendment 
was  carried,  the  numbers  being 

For  it,   no;  againft  it,  33.     M&jority,  77. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  in  addreffing  the  Houfe  upon  a  fpb- 
je£t  of  the  moft  important  confideratlon,  he  by  no  means  wilhed  to 
mix  his  own  opinions  with  what  he  (hould  lay  before  them^  but 
fimply  to  bring  forward  what  was  the  real  ftiate  of  fafts.  He  was 
perfedtly  well  aware,  that  in  the  prefent  calamitous  fituatiOn  of  the 
country,  it  might  have  been  expedted  that  he  (hould  dire£t  their  at- 
tention to  the  w^r  rather  than  to  any  other  topic,  and,  thdt  to  brinjf 
forward  another  (ubje6t,  might  appear  to  have  a  tendency  to  divest 
their  attention  from  that  which  was  the  principal  objeA  of  difeuflion. 
He  was  alfo  aware,  that  there  was  fomething  rifqued  by  the  niotion 
wMch  he  w^s  now  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  as  it  probably  would 
not  meet  with  the  concurrence  of  all  thofe  who,  on  the  fiift  night 
of  the  feflion,  had  exprefled  their  difapprobation  of  the  war,  and 
'  that  now  while  an  appearance  of  ftrength  wa$  gathering  to  the  party 
in  c^pofition  to  the  prefent  war,  the  efFedt  might  be  to  produce  a 
degree  of  public  difcour^ement,  and  todiminifti  the  hopes^ttet 
were  entertained  of  bringing  it  to  a  (peedy  <ionclufion.  But  thci« 
were  fome  queftions  of  e^S^otial  and  deep  iniportance^   which  ot^ 
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ground  of  expedience,  no  confidcration  of  a  nature  merely  tempo- 
rary, fhould  induce  him  to  foregol     Such  was  the  qucftion  which 
he  fhould  to-night  bring  forward.     The  original  oppofers  of  the 
war,  who  had  encountered  fo  much  unpopularity  at  its  outfet  would 
ftand  on  the  fame  ground  on  the  prefent  occafion,  in  fupportingthe 
principles  which  they  had  uniformly  avowed,  whatever  they  might 
hazard  by  the  difcuffion  with  refpecft  to  the  appearance  of  the  ftrength 
of  their  party.     Thofe  who  had  joined  them  in  the  oppofition  t6 
war  would  confider  how  far  it  was  incumbent  upon  them  to  fupport 
the  fame  principles.     But  he  fhould  affirm  that  the  prefent  was  the 
very  firfl  quefKon  which  thofe  who  wifhed  for  peace  were  bound  to 
fupport.     The  firft  conlideration  which  had  been  held  out  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  with  refpcdt  to  the  necefTity  of  the 
war,  was  the  internal  fituation  of  the  country.      A  view  of  that  fitu- 
adon  was  certainly  in  every  refped  the  moft  important.     Whether 
we  now  looked  to  the  continuance  of  the  war  or  to  the  event  of 
peace,  it  was  of  confequence  to  afcertaia  whether  the  fubjedls  of 
this  country  were  actuated  by  a  loyal  attachment  to  the  King,  and 
an  unlhaken  zeal  for  the  Conflitution,  or  were  under  the  influence 
of  oppofite  fentiments.     The  right  honourable  gentleman   (Mr. 
Pitt)  had  afked,    if  we  fhould  make  peace,    What  would  be  the 
confequence  of  the  inundation  of  French  principles  into  this  coun- 
try ?  J[ie,  fdt  one,  did  not  dread  the  confequence.     But  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  rightly  taken  his  ground,  if  he  fuppofed 
the  people  of  England  aduated   by  feditious  and  treafonable  fenri-^ 
mcnts,  and  ready  on  the  firft  opportunity  to  facrifice  all  the  blefTirgs 
whlth  they  enjoyed  from  the  admirable  form  of  their  Conftitution, 
and  madly  to  deflroy  themfelves.     This  was  the  point  on  which  he 
was  prepared  to. meet  him.     The  queftion  was  not  whether  die 
Habeas  Corpus  fhould  remain  fufpended  till  February,  though  ail 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  had  thought  proper  to  declare, 
hy  anticipation,  that  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  things,  he  fhould  be 
of  .opinion  that  the  fufpenfion  ought  to  be  renewed  ;  if  he,  (Mr. 
Sheridan)  thought  that  there  remained  no  ground  for  fufpending  it, 
no  confidcration  of  the  fhortnefs  of  time  would  induce  him  to  with- 
draw his  motion,  he  would  fay,  with  the  father  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (the  Earl  of  Chatham,)  who,    when  he  wai 
alked  whether  he  would  fubmit  to  a  tyranny  of  forty  days,  anfwer- 
cd,  No ;  he  would  not  corifent  that  die  people  of  England  fhould 
be  fettered  and  fhackled  even  for  aii  hour :  but  the  queftion  now 
was,    Whether  the  Habeas   Corpus  fhould  remain  fufpended  for 
ever?     Another  confidcration  connCiRed  with  his  motion,   was. 
Whether  the  reyer^ncc  ai^d  refped  for  die  decifipns  of  juries,  fo 
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intimately  interwoven  with  the  principles  of  the  Britifti  Conftitu- 
tion,  and  hithertb  fo  facredly  obferved,  fliould,  or  fliould    not  be 
eradicated  ftx>m  the  minds  of  the  people  of  England  ?   In  condudl- 
ing  the  prefent  difcuflion,    he  (hould  argue  from  circumltances  as 
they  really  cxifted.     He  would  appeal  to  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
fide,  with  refpedl  to  the  fituation  in  which  this  country  was  now 
placed ;  and  he  would  afk  them,    Whether  they  would  not  accept 
of  the  compromife,  that  the  fentiments,  numbers  and  force  of  the 
focieties,  who  had  been  held  up  as  dangerous  to  the  ConfUtution, 
fliould  remain  i^xacflly  as  they  were  at  prefent  r      But  there  was  no 
fituation  of  things  in  which  thofe  gentlemen  were  not  provided  w^ith 
an  anfwer.      If  it  was  urged  that  the  defigns  of  thofe  focieties  had 
been  checked,  they  would  afk.    Whether  they  ought  to  withdraw 
the  fecurity  at  the  moment  they  had  fucceeded  in  repelling  the  dan- 
ger ?   If  the  influence  of  the  fcx:ietic.s  was  faid  to  be  increafed,    they 
would  contend  that  the  force,   which  it  had  been  found  hecefTary  to 
oppofe  to  an  inferior  danger,  became  ft  ill  more  indifpenfable  when 
the  danger  was  increafed.      If  they  were  called  upon  in  a  time  of 
war,  they  would  alledgc,  that  was  not  the  proper  time  to  judge  of 
the  degree  of  power  to  be  granted  to  the  Executive  Government ; 
if  during  the  interval  of  peace,  they^would  enlarge  upon  the  necef- 
fity  ,of  guarding  againft  the  confequcnccs  of  an  intercourfe  with  the 
darirtg  Republicans  of  France.    There  was'  no  fituation  in  which 
they  would  not  be  provided  with  fome  argument  for  fufpending  this 
chief  bulwark  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  Engliflimen.     The  fuf- 
penfion  would  be  juftified,  not  merely  as  a  guard  againft  the  crime 
oftreafon,  but,  according  to  the  new  phrafe,  againft  any  difpoflfion 
to  moral  guilt  which  might  be  productive  of  dangers.     On  fuch 
pretenpes  would  the  fufpenfion  be  juftifted,  and  the  a6i  itfelf  never 
again  reftored  ?     He  would  remind  gentlemen  of  the  grounds  on 
which  the  fufpenfion  had  .been  voted :    the  preamble  of  tl;ie  a6l 
flated,    that — "  Whereas  a  traitorous  and  deteftable  confpiracy  has 
been  formed  for  fubverting  the  exifting  laws  and  Conftitution,  and 
for  introducing  the  fyftem  of  anarchy  and  confufion  which  has  fo 
fatally  prevailed  in  France,"  &c. 

He  now  came  to  fads.  Did  this  traitorous  deteftable  confpincy 
exift,  if,  indeed,  it  had  ever  exifted  at  all  ?  It  would  be  neceffary 
to  prove  not  only  that  it  once  exifted,  but  that  the  fame  danger  ftill 
continued.  Were  they  prepared  to  go  to  the  length  of  thefe  affer- 
tions  ?  He  would  not  fhrink  from  what  he  had  faid  on  a  former  oc- 
cafion,  that  he  confidered  Minifters  as  the  fole  fabricators  of  thefe  . 
plots.  What  he  had  then  declared  from  ftrong  furmife  and  deep 
fufpicion  he  was  now  enabled  to  repeat  from  the  evidence  of  fafls. 
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He  had,  at  his  back,  the  verdi6ts  of  repeated  juries,  who  had  ne- 
gatived the  exiftence  of  any  fuch  plot.     But  die  opinion  of  juries 
had  been  lately  treated  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  was  almoft  afraid 
to  quote  their  authority:  but  he  would  remind  a  learned  gentleman 
(Sir  John  Mitford,)  that  for  language  much  lefs  unconftitulional  than 
he  had  employed,  with  refpedi  to  the  verdiils  of  thefe  juries,  a 
learned  Serjeant  had  formerly  been  committed  to  prifon  by  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.     That,  learned  gentleman  had  told  them, 
that  the  acquittal  of  a  jury  did  not  declare  the  man  innocent,  it 
only  exempted  him  from  being  tried  again  upon  the  fame  charge. 
He  had  always  underftood,  that  it  was  a  maxim  of  the  law  of  Eng- 
land, that  every  man  was  prefumcd  to  be,  innocent,  till  he  was 
found  guilty.      But  fo  far  from  this  being  the  cafe,  he  was  now 
told,  that  not  even  the  acquittal  of  a  jur)*"  eftablifhed  his  innocence, 
or  rcftored  him  to  his  former  place  in  fociety.     Much  ftrefs  was 
laid  upon,  the  decifion  of  a  grand  jury.     He  did  not  reft  much  upon 
that,  more  efpecially  as  he  underftood  that  fome  degree  of  manage- 
ment had  been  employed  in  forming  that  grand  jury.     Letters  were 
fent  round,  one  of  which  he  now  held  in  his  hand,  difpenfing  with 
the  attendance  of  fome  who  might  otherwife  have  fat  on  that  grand 
jury ;  and  fo  far  as  that  went,  had  the  effed  of  packing  them.— • 
But  he  could  not  certainly  regard  the  authority  of  any  grand  jury  as 
of  much  weight,  if  after  the  prifoner  was  put  upon  his  trial,  by 
their  finding  a  bill  againft  him,  he  was  ftill,  by  the  liberal  fpirit  of 
the  law  of  England,  to  be  confidered  innocent  till  he  was  found 
guDty  by  a  verditS:  of  his  peers.     An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Windham,)  had  gone  even  farther  than  the  learned  charafter  to 
whom  he  had  alluded ;    he  had  thrown  down  the  gauntlet  to  his 
right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox).  —  How  far  it  was  prudcftt  or 
proper  in  that  gentleman  fo  to  do,  he  would  not  take  upon  him  to 
determine,  efpecially  when  he  recoUefted  that  on  a  former  occa- 
lion,  he  had  declared  that  he  would  not  give  up  the  title  of  his 
friend  till  his  right  honourable.friend  had  firft  given  him  a  hint  for 
that  purpofe.    ^The  neighbourhood  into  which  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  lately  got,  had,  perhaps,  impaired  his  memory.     He 
had  not  waited  for  the  hint ;   he  had  now  renounced  the  title.— 
Nor  was  fuch  a  hint  to  be  expedted  from  his  right  honourable  friend 
by  thofe  who  knew  with  what  ;ftrength  of  attachment  he  clung  to 
all  diofe  of  whom  he  had  been  accuftomed  to  think  favourably,  and 
how  unwilling  he  was  to  give  up  any  who  had  once  formed  claims 
upon  his  friendftiip.     Now,  however,,  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  voluntarily  difclaimed  the  connexion,  he  had  no  hefita- 
tion  tQ  declare  that  he  ftiouldtiencefprth  naect  him  en  the  ground  of 
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lair  and  avowed  hoffility.     That  honourable  gentleman,   next  to 
another  perfon,    had  been  the  principal  inftrument  of  biingir^  the 
country  into  the  calamitous  fituation  in  which  it  was  no-w  placed; 
He  trufted  that  he  had  abilities  to  extricate  it  from  the  difficulties 
of  that  fituation.     At  any  rate  he  knew  that  he  had  boldnefs  to  wait 
Ac  refponfibility  which  would  ultimately  attach  to  all  the  authors  of 
the  prefent  war.     Except  indeed,  there  was  fomething  in  the  fup- 
port  of  the  war  that  corrupted  and  degraded  the  human  heart,   he 
(hould  have  thought  that  the  honourable  gentleman  would  have  been 
the  laft  of  all  men  to  apply  to  perfons  acquitted  by  juries  of  their 
country,  the  opprobrious  epithet  of  acquitted  felons.    .There  might 
have  been  fome  ground  for  this  epithet,  if  thofe  perfons  had  owed 
their  efcape  to  any  flaw  in  the  indiftinent,  or  to  any  deficiency  of 
(technical  forms ;  it  might  tlien  have  been  urged  that  they  were  not 
entitled  by  the  verdi<ft  of  a  jury  to  a  regeneration  of  character,  and 
were  ftill  to  be  confidered  in  the  light  in  which  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  placed  them,   as  men  branded  with  guilt  and   outcafts 
from  fociety.     He  would  not  fay  that  every  man  acquitted  was 
therefore  innocent ;  there  could  be  no  rule  of  that  fort  without  an 
exception  ;  a  criminal  might  owe  his  acquittal  to  a  flaw  in  the  in- 
diftmient  or  a  failure  of  the  evidence.     It  had  been  ftated  the  other 
night  that  a  perfon  might  be  charged  with  murder  who  had  only  . 
been  guilty  of  houfe-breaking,  and  becaufe  he  was  not  found  guilty 
upon  the  firft  charge,  was  he  therefore  to  be  confidered  as  a  pure 
and  honourable  charafter.     But  did  the  men  who  had  lately  been 
acquitted  ftand  in  that  fituation  ?     If  there  was  any  cafe  in  which 
the  verdidl  of  a  jury  went  completely  to  eftablifh  the  innocence  of 
the  party  accufed,  it  ought  to  be  with  refpeft  to  the  charge  of  high    . 
treafon.     That  charge,    it  was  to  be  recolleded,    came  with  the 
higheft  authority,  and  with  a  degree  of  influence  which  it  vjas  diffi- 
cult for  any  individual  to  refift.     It  was  to  be  recoUeded  too,  that 
with  refpedl  to  the  crime  of  high  treafon  the  country  itfelf  was  both 
party  and  judge,  fince  he  who  confpires  againft  the  life  of  the  King^ 
confpires  at  the  fame  time  againft  the  peace  of  the  country. 

With  refpedt  to  the  charge  of  levying  war,  it  was  poflible  that 
the  party  accufed  might  efcape  from  the  incompetency  of  the  evi- 
dence ;  but  with  refped  to  the  chatge  of  compafling  and  ima- 
-  gining  the  King's  death,  the  intention  itfelf  conftitiited  the  crime ; 
and  if  the  jury  had  in  their  own  minds  a  conviflion  of  the  cri- 
minal intention,  and  there  was  fuflicient  proof  of  the  overt  a<3", 
they  were  bound  to  find  their  verdidt  Guilty.  Mr.  Sheridan 
faid,  he  would  now  put  it,  whether  in  the  courfc  of  the  lato 
trials,  aiiy  thing  thai  could  have  been  brought  fonyaTd  againft  the 
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prifoners  was  omitted  from  any  want  of  time  or  attention  ?  He  had 
heard,  indeed,  a  learned  gentleman  (the  Solicitor  General)  fay,  that 
&e  jury,  if  they  had  known  all  that  he  did,  would  have  found  their 
Tcrdidt  difierently.     But  he  conceived  that  he  muft  have  been  afleep 
at  the  time,  otherwife  it  muft  be  inferred  that  he  had  ncgleded  to 
flate  to  the  jury  all  that  he  knew,  and  had  thereby  fhewn.himfeif 
difqualified  for  the.  place  which  he  held,  a  confeflTion  which  he  furely 
would  not  wi(h  to  make  to  the  gentlemen  along  with  whoip  he  fat^ 
far.lefs  to  thofe  on  the  other  fide.     He  could  not  mean  that  any 
^ng  farther  had  fince  come  to  his  knowledge,  fince  he  had  him* 
fdf  admitted  that  the  effeft  of  thofe  acquittals  went  to  prevent  the 
pardes  from  being  again  tried  on  the  fame  chaxge.     No  pains  had 
fuiely  been  fpared  to  being  thofe  perfons  to  a  coneidtion,  if  they  had 
been  really  guilty.     A  Report  of  that  Houfe  was  brought  forward, 
containing  almoft  every  thing  that  was  afterwards  brought  out  in 
evidence,  and  that  was  followed  by  the  decifion  of  the  grand  jmy* 
Neither  could  it  be  contended  that   there  was  any  want  of  time ; 
feme  of  the  perfons  tried  were  taken  up  in  May  ;  the  fix  months 
previous  to  their  trial  were  employed  in  coUeQing  and  arranging 
evidence  ;  a  talk   in  which  many  refpeSable  perfons,  uiged  by  a 
fcnfe  of  what  they  conceived  to  be  their  duty^  to  their  country,  were 
induced  to  take  an  aftive  part.     Neither  was  there  any  deficiency 
of  legal  ability  ;  twelve  gentlemen  of  the  greateft  profefiional  emi- 
nence, whofe  talents  were  adequate  to  any  caufe,  were  retained  on 
the  fide  of  the  Crown,  at  an  cxpence  of  upwards  of  eight  thoufand 
pounds,  independendy  of  the  bill  of  the  Solicitor  to  the  Treafury. 
[Mr*  Sheridan  here  read  the  lift  of  the  names  of  the  Counfel  for  the 
profecution— the  Attw:«y  General,  the  Solicitor  General,    Mr. 
Anftruther,  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair,  Mr.  Bearcroft,  Meffrs.  Bower, 
Law,  and  Garrow,  King's  Counfel ;  Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Baldwin, 
and  Mr.  Percival.]     The  Attorney  General,  continued  he,  afifurcs  ' 
me  that  he  exerted  his  abilities  gratuitoudy  ;  an  example  which,  I 
truft,  will  be  imitated,  and  for  which  I  give  him  credit,  though  I 
cannot  approve  of  his  doditrines  of  high  treafon  ;  doArines  which, 
if  they  were  once  to  be  admitted,  no  man  could,  in  my  opinion,  be 
lafc ;  aor  yet  of  the  detcftable  evidence  of  fpies,  fo  much  reforted 
to  in  the  conduft  of  the  profecution.     Such  an  array  could  only  in- 
deed have  been  encountered  by  the  abilities  and  eloquence  of  my 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  Erikine),  who,  by  his  condud  on  that  oc-^ 
cafion,  acquired  the  higheft  honour,  but  to  whom  all  profefilonal 
honour  was  become  fuperfluous,  and  therefore  he  may  deem  it  for- 
tunate that  he  wais  affociatcd  with  Mr.  Gibbs,  who  defervedly  comes 
in  fivaihare  of  credit  in  the  tranfaitiqu^     No  exertions  Idfs  vig<>^ 
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rous,  no  abilities  lefs  fplendid,  would  have  been  fufficient  to  wi^ 
ftand  the  weight  of  aiuthority  and  of  evidence  with  which  it  was  -atfj 
tempted. to  cru(h  and  overwhelm  the  prifoiners.      Biit  perhaps   tkij 
gentlemen  engaged  in  the  profecution  will  contend  that  they  did  no4 
bring  a  fufficient  number  of  witneffes  ;  that  they  were  v'illing  to 
fpare  the  trouble  of  perfons  engaged  in   diiFerent  occupations,   and 
refiding  in  diftant  parts  of  the  country.     How  far  this  is  the  cafe, 
iaid  Mr.  Sheridan,  will  appear  from   a  paper  which    I    fhall  now 
read,  the  lift  of  the  witneffes  fummoned  in  the  cafe  of  Mr*  Joyce, 
who  was  never  tried.      [Here  Mr;  Sheridan  read  an  abftraxSl  of  the 
lift  ;  it  coniifted  of  22  perfons  from  the  Secretary  of  State's  Office, 
and  underftrappers ;    45   Jailors,  Juftices,    and  Conftables ;   23 
people  in  prifon  ;  28  Lawyers  and   Lawyers'  clerks  ;   1 7  Scorch- 
men,  who  never  fa w  Mr.  Joyce  ;   1 3  Printers  and  Bookfellers  ;  49 
common  informers,  &c.  amounting,  in  all,  to    207  witnefles  J— •• 
There  was  one  circumftance  to    be   noticed  ;  many  of  thofe  who 
were  brought  forward  to  give  evidence,  were  kept   in  prifon  for  a 
confiderable  time,  till  they  were  wanted  for  that  purpofe  ;  there  they 
were  cooped  up,  half  witneffes  and  half  principals,  till  the  day  of 
trial ;  and  yet,  to  the  men  who  had  been  placed  in  this  fituation, 
many  of  whom  had  lofj  their  bufinefs,  and  been  hurt  in  their  cha- 
radler,  not  the  fmalleft  compenfation   had.  been  given  ;  he  would 
not  fay,  becaufe  they  had  failed  in  giving  an  evidence  which  might 
have  been  favourable  to  the  views  of  the  profecution  ;  fome  of  them 
had  been  fent  back  to  Sheffield,   with  three  pounds  to  defray  their 
expences.     With  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  proceedings 
had  been  condufted,  at  leaft  no  labour  had  been  fpared.     The  firft 
ipeech  on  the  trials  took  up  no  lefs  a  fpace  than  nine  hours.      Had 
he  been  in  the  fituation  of  a  juryman,  the  very  circumftance  of  an 
Attorney  General  taking  nine  hours  to  tell  him  of  an  overt  ad  of 
high  treafon,  would  have  been  a  reafon  why  he  (hould  have  given 
as  his  opinion,  that  he  could  not  believe  it,  and  that  it  could  not 
poffibly  be  true.     The  whole  procedure  on  the  profecution,  wa$  a 
piece  of  delicate  clock-work,  a  fort  of  fiUigrce  net,  too  flight  to  hold  a 
robuft  traitor,  and  yet  fo  contrived  as  to  let  all  the  leffer  cafes  of  libel 
and  fedition  >efcape.     The  very  intricacy  and  labour  of  the  proceed- 
ing was,  to  his  mind,  the  moft  fatisfadtory  teftimony  that  the  cafe 
could  not  be  fupported  on  the  grounds  of  fubftantial  evidence  and 
conftitutional  principles.      If  he  was  afked,    Did  there  not  appear, 
from  thefe  trials,  inftances  of  fedition  ?  He  had  no  hefitation  to  fay, 
that  they  exhibited  inftances  of  many  grofs  and   fcandalous  libels^ 
He  was  ready  to  admit  that  there  were  in  the  Societies  mifdiievous 
men  intent  on  mifchievous  purpofes.     There  were  others  afluated 
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enthufiafm,  whom  he  could  not  confider  in  the  fame  light,  be- 

aufe  it  was  that  fort  of  enthufiafm  which  had  aftuated  men  of  the 

areft  minds.      As  to  the  phrafcs  Convention,  &c.,  in  wl^ich  they 

id  afFe6Ved  an  imitation  and  approhation  of  the  proceedings  qf  the 

rench,  'the  worft  that  could  be  faid  of  them  was,  that  they  were 

tontetnptibly  foolifh. 

He  had   attended  the  trials,  he  faid,  from  a  principle  of  duty. 
—He  was  of  opinion  that  every  man  who  loved  the  Conftitution, 
and  who  thought  that  it  was  endangered  by  falfe  alarms,  ^vould 
feel  it  incumbent  on  fuch  an  occafion  to  attend  trials  which  he  con- 
fidered   as  originating  from  ,minifterial  artifice  ;  and  to  watch  the 
condu(9:  of  the  .Crown  lawyers,  and  of  the  judges,  in  order  to  av^ert 
thofe  calamities  from  the  country,   in  which,  at  former  times,  it 
had  been  involved,  to  prevent  that  moft  dreadful  of  all  wars — a 
war  of  plots  and  confpiracies  ;  wars  in  which  tlie  pureft  blood  had 
been  (hed  by  the  moft  deftrudive  of  a,ll  weapons,  the  perjured 
tongues  of  fpies  and  informers.     That  there  was  no  real  danger 
appeared  from  the  declaration  of  the  Chief  Jufticc  Eyre,  who,  in 
fumming  Up  oh  one  of  the  trials,  dated,  that  it  was  an  oflentatious 
and  boalling  confpiracy,  and  th^t  it  w*rs  much  in  favour  of  the 
accufed,  that  they  had  neither  men,  money,  nor  zeal  to  cfTccl  the 
,purpofes  with  which  they  were  charged.     On  the  firfl:  trial  one 
pike  was  produced  ;   that  was  afterwards  v.'ithdrawn  from  mere 
fliame.      A  formidable  inftrument  was  talked  of  to  be  en^ployed 
againft  the  cavalry  ;'  it  appeared  upon  evidence  to  be  a  te-totum  in 
a  window  at  Sheffield.     There  was  a  camp  in  a  back  (hop,  an 
arfenal  provided  with  nine  mufkets,  and  an  exchequer  cbntiiining 
nine  pounds  and  one  bad  fhilling ;  all  to  be  diredled  againft  the 
whole  armed  force  and  eftabliflied  Government  of  Great  Britain. 
Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  he,  in  the  firft  inftance,  had  (hewn  the 
moft  obftinate  incredulity  with  refpcft  to  all  the  rumours  of  a  plot. 
He  endeavoured  to  call  to  mind  whether  the  prefcnt  Minidry  had, 
in  any  former  inftance,  availed   themfelves  of  a  fimilar  artifice. 
He  rccolledled  that  in  the  year  1783,  at  the  period  when.the  coa- 
lition took  place,  they  reprefented  thofe  who  were  engaged  in  that 
meafure  as  fetting  up  a  fourth  party  in  the  Sf\tc,  as  wifhing  to  fu- 
percede  the  authority  of  the  King,  and  to  deftroy  the  Conditution, 
and  had  actually  perfuadtd  many  well-meaning  people  at  the  time 
to  be  of  that  opinion,  and  to  regard  the  authors  of  the   meafure  as 
enemies  to  their  country,  wliofe  deftrudicn  was  neceffar)'  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  eftabllfhed  Government.      He  recollected  too, 
that  the  very  men  who  had  fet  up  the  coalition- were  now  in  the 
Cabinet,  and  tliat  the  charge  brought  againft  tliem  muft  tltereforc 
Vol.  XL.  P 
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have'bccn  falfe,  and  an  inftancc  of  fucccfsful  decq;)tion.     He  was 
more  confirmed  in  his  perfuafion  of  the  trick  when  he  looked  to  the 
condud  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Ktt)  who  had 
adopted  the  policy  of  keeping  open  the  door  of  reform,  that  ha 
might  get  himfelf  out  by  it,  and  whofe  fyftem  it  had  uniformly  been 
on  that  queftion,  to  do  juft  as  much  as  might  nouriih  hope,   and 
yet  difcouragc  effort.    He  rccolle6led  that  the  Society  of  the  Friends 
of  the  People  had  been  inftituted  by  one  whom  he  could  name  only 
to  honour,  that  it  originally  confided  of  a  hundred  perfons,   of 
whofe  characters  it  would  not  become  him  to  fpeak,  fmce  he  him- 
felf had  the  honour  to  be  one  of  the  number.     That  Society,  had 
at  its  firft  formation  been  reprefented  as  more  pernicious  than  any 
of  the  others ;  they  had  been  held  out  both  in  that  and  in  the  other 
Houfe  as  men,  whofe  exiftence  was  incompatible  with  the  fafety  of 
the  Conftitution.     Their  firft  inftitution  had  been  followed  by  a   ^ 
Royal  proclamation,  in  order  to  fecurc  the  country  from  the  infec-  j 
tion  of  their  principles.      In  what  light  had  that  Society  been  held  , 
out  on  the  late  trials  r  That  very  Society  had  been  reprefented  as   ' 
the  faviours  of  the  country,  as  the  ftandards.  of  political  orthodoxy,  j 
and  it  had  been  reprefente^d  as  the  blackeft  aggravation  of  the  guilt   ; 
of  other  Societies,  that  they  had  not  fufFered  themfelves  to  be  guided  { 
by  them,  that  they  had  not  implicitly  adojpted  their  principles,  or  h 
concurred  in  their  proceedings.     This  he  could  not  help  regarding  T 
as  the  fecond  inftance  of  fuccefsful  deception.     The  proclamation    | 
afterwards  ifCied  previous  to  the  calling  out  of  the  militia,  and  the    ? 
aircmbllng  of  Parliament  put  into  the  mouth  of  His   Majefty  an    | 
expreffion  which  was  not  true,  namely,  that  there  exifted  infurrcc- 
tions  in  the  country.      It  might  be  urged  that  at  that  time  there  was 
great  appearance  of  darger,  and  that  it  was  better  to  prevent  the 
mpditatcd  mifchicf  tlian  to  wait  for  its  arrival.     In  fuch  a  cafe 
Minifters  t»x)  would  have  done  better  to  have  taken  die  refponfibility 
to  themfelves,  and  applied  to  Parliament  for  a  Bill  of  Indemnitf. 
He  had  on  a  former  occafion  taken  notice  of  all  the  arts  which  were 
at  that  time  employed  to  propagate  alarm  ;  of  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond tlirowing  himfelf  into  the  Tower  in  the  middle  of  the  night; 
of  the  mail-coach  being  retarded,  and  carrying  with  it  the  moft  dif- 
mal  reports  of  the  ftate  of  the  metropolis,  fo  that  every  perfon  who 
arrived  in  a  poft-chaife  cxpe<9:ed  to  find  that  all  London  was  in  a 
flame.     He  had  then  furmifcd  that  all  this  was  the  cfFeft  of  mere 
political  artifice ;  he  now  fqund  his  fufpicion  confirmed  by  feSs. 
During  the  courfe  of  the  trials,  he  had  heard  Ac  evidence  of  the 
fpies  of  Government^  no  part  of  which  went  to  fan£lioit  the  alarm 
which  had  been  fo  induftrioufly  propagated.    It  f(dlQwed  thercforcj 
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richer  that  Minifters  were  deceived  by  their  own  fpics,  and  had 
thereby  flicwxd  themfelves  unfit  for  the  fituadon  which  they  held, 
or  that  they  had  z&ed  upon  an  alarm,  which  they  did  not  feci,  to 
anfwer  the  infamous  purposes  of  their  own  ambition,  and  to  delude 
the  people  into  a  wicked  and  a  ruinous  war.     At  the  time  every 
body  admitted  that  the  meafures  of  Miniftry  were  extraordinary ; 
butfomething  they  faid  muft  come  out-     Papers  notorioufly  in  the 
pay  of  Minifters,  even  took  upon  them  to  mention  the  particulars  of 
the  plot,  and  to  name  the  perfons  concerned.    He  had  then  moved 
for  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  to  enquire  into  the  fubjeft :  his  mo^ 
lion  was  negatived  becaufe  Minifters  knew  that  no  fuch  plot  had 
ever  exifted.     If  a  Gpvemment  wanted  a  plot,  plots,  like  other 
commodities,  would  be  brought  to  the  market.     Had  his  motion 
been  adopted  when  it  was  firft  propofed,  it  would  have  then  refuted 
the  libel  on  the  charaftcr  of  the  people  of  England.     The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  in  a  more  advanced  ftage  of  die  bufinefs,  had 
<»mc  forward  with  a  motion  for  a  Secret  Committee.     It  did  not 
become  him  to  fay  that  the  Members  who  compofed  that  Committee 
were  not  highly  refpedlablc,  they  were  chofen  by  ballot,  and  there- 
fore, no  doubt,  perfc6Hy  independent ;  but  it  was  well  known  that 
every  fuch  election  by  ballot  was  determined  by  previous  agreement ; 
and  he  had  himfelf  prcvioufly  read  the  names  of  1 3  or  1 4  Members 
who  were  to  be  in  that  Committee,  and  he  muft  fay,  that  it  w^as 
a  circumftancc  of  fufpicion  that  they  reforted  to  this  mode  of  chufing 
a  Secret  Committee,  rather  than  that  of  naming  the  Members  over 
the  table,  as  had  been  done  on  another  important  occafion.     A  Re- 
port was  prefented  to  that  Committee,  cut  and  dry,  and  by  fome  of 
diem,  he  would  venture  to  fay,  adopted  without  much  examination. 
In  fpeaking  of  the  gentlemen  who  compofed  that  Committee,  he 
fdt fome  degree  of  delicacy ;. they  were  not  now  all  here;  they 
were  fo  much  alarmed  that  they  did  not  confider  tha.t  Houfe  as  a 
place  of  fufficient  fecurity,  and  had  taken  refuge  in  the  Upper  Houfe. 
A  Coronet,  the  reward  of  their  feafonable  apprehenfions,  would, 
Aey  thought,  be  moft  likely  to  fecure  the  head  of  the  owner  from 
future  danger.     While  the  Committee  were  fitting  upon  this  Re- 
port, which  had  been  in  preparation  for  five  or  fix  months,  two 
notes  were  fent,  one  to  his  right  honourable  friend,  (Mr.  Fox)  and 
another  to  him,  informing  them  that  fomething  important  was  to 
take  place  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.     This  was  all  the  intimation 
which  was  thought  neceflary  to  precede  a  fufpcnfion  of  the  chief  bul- 
wark of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  Englilhmcn.     Upon  hearing  only 
a  moiety  of  the  Report  fiiom  the  Minifter,  the  fufpcnlion  of  die 
Habeas  Corpus  A£l  was  propofed.     Seventeen  divifions  had,  on 

"^  ■      Digitized  by  Google 


io8  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  179$. 

that  occafion,  taken  place  on  his  fide  of  the  Houfe  ;  and  he  Ihould 
ever  regard  the  (hare  which  he  'had  taken  in  that  meafure  as  the  moft 
meritorious  part  of  his  parliamentary  conduft.  In  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  the  bufmcfs  was  not  cOndu(5^ed  fo  haftily :  their  Lordfliips ; 
were  prcfented  with  pikes,  with  drawings,  with  male  and  female ! 
fcrews  :  their  noble  natui^s  were  not  fo  eafily  to  be  roufed  ;  it  was  1 
neceflary  that  they  fhould  te  prefented  with  fome  ocular  demonftrat 
tion  of  the  danger  :*— 

^'  Segnlus  irritant  animos  dlniijfa  per  aurem^ 
^am  qucejunt  Gculis  fuhjeda  Jidelibus.'^ 

He  was  almoft  afhamed  to  fay,  that  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeai 
Corpus  Ad  was  not  a  matter  of  flight  or  trivial  confideration.  He 
here  quoted  ths  opinion  of  Sir  Edward  Coke  on  the  importance  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus,  which  concludes  ^^  that  without  the  enjoyment] 
of  this  privilege  we  are  no  longer  any  thing  more  than  bondfmen. 
There  remains  no  diftincVion  between  the  freeman  and  the  (lave— ^ 
the  living  arid  die  dead."  He  then  proceeded  to  quote  the  more: 
recent  opinions  of  Judge  Blackftone,  in  the  following  extradl  from  ] 
liis  chapter  on  the  rights  of  perfon^.    ~Se61.  H.  I 

**  Of  great  impon>ance  to  the  Public  is  the  prefervation  of  this  perfonal  1 
liberty  :  for  if  once  it  were  left  in  the  power    of  any  the  hlghelt  magifr  1 
trate  to  imprifon  arbitrarily  whomever  he  or  his  officers  thought  proper^ 
'    (asi  in  France  it  is  daily  pradiled  by  the  Crown)  there*  would  loon  he  an 
end  of  all  other  rights  and  immunities.     Some  liaycthou;.^ht,  that  unjuft 
attacks,  even  upon  life,  or  property,  at  the  aibitrary  will  of  the  magif- 
tratc,  are  lefs  dangerous  to  the  commonwealth,  than  fuch  as  are  made.^ 
lipon  the  perfonal  liberty \>f  the  fubjed.     To  bereave  a  man  of  life,  or  by  i 
violence  to  conlifcate  his-elintc,  without  accuf}ition  or  tri\tl,  would  be  fo  ] 
grofs  and  notorious  an  a(5l  of  defpotifm,  as  mufi:  at  once  ccnvty  the  alarm 
of  tyranny  throughout  the  whole  kingdom  :  but  confinement  ot  the  per- 
fon,  by  fccretly  hurrying  him  to  gaol,  where  his  fuffcjings  are  uuknoWtt 
or  forgotten,  is  a  lefs  public,  a  lefs  ftriking,  and  therefore  a  more  danger: 
ous  engine  of  arbitrary  Government.     And  yet  fometimes,  when  the  \ 
State  is  in  real  danger,  even  this  may   be  a  necefrary  meafure.     Butthe^ 
happinefs  of  ourConlHtution  is,  that  it  is  not  left  to  the  Executive  Power 
•  to  determine  when  the  danger  of  the  State  is  fo  great,  as  to  rcnderthis  i 
meafure  expedient:  for  it  is  the  Parliament  only,  or  Legiflaiive  Power, 
that,  Whenever  it  fees  proper,  can  authorize  the  Crown,  by  fufpendiog  i 
the  Habeas  Corpus  adt  for  ^  ftiort  and  limited  time,  to  imprifon  fufpetfted' , 
perfons  without  giving  any  reafon  for  fo  doing ;  as  the  Senate  of  Rome  ' 
was  wont  to  have  recourfip  to  a  dilator,  a  magiftrate  of  abfolute  autho- 
rity, when  they  judged  the  Republic  in  any  imminent  danger.     The  de- 
cree of  the  Senate,  which  ufually  preceded  the  nomination  of  this  raagif-  , 
trate,  dcfit  operam  confutes  ^  ne  quid  ref public  a  dcir'imenti  caf-af^  was  called 
\\\c  fenatus  confultum  uitimae  necejjtiatis.     In  like  maiUier  ibis  expCrirnent  j 
ought  only  to  be  tried  in  cafes  of  extreme  emergency;  and  in  thcfe  ih^  | 
pation  parts  with  its  liberty  for  a  while,  in  order  \.q  preferve  it  fpr  ever.    ^ 
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7f  the  pofition  of  this  famous  lawyer  be  true,  if  a  fufpenfion  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  can  be  compared  to  nothing  but  a  meafurc 
which  fufpends  the  whole  of  the  Conftitution,  it  ought  furely  only 
to  take  place  in  cafes  of  the  mofc  urgent  and  abfolute  neccflity.  He 
would  afk  whether  the  prefent  was  a  cafe  of  fuch  extreme  emcr- 
genqr.  If  any  man  believed  that  the  people  of  this  countr)'  were 
infefted  with  treafonable  principles,  and  difpofcd  to  overturn  the 
Government,  he  might  then  be  judified  in  holding  fuch  an  opinion  ; 
but  if  any  man  believed  that  the  chara<£lcrirtic  feature  of  the  En- 
glifh  nation  w^as  a  fober,  fettled,  and  ftcady  attachment  to  the 
Conflitution,  it  was  incu'mhent  on  him  to  call  for  an  immediate  re- 
peal of  the  a(S  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus.  Such  was  the  opi- 
nion, which  had  been  confirmed  by  repeated  verdi6ls  of  a  jury, 
verdidls  which  went  completely  to  do  away  the  idea  of  any  confpi- 
racy  having  ever  exided  in  the  country.  lie,  for  one,  would  not 
wait  till  Minifters  (hould  exercife  their  ingenuity  in  the  fabrication 
of  new  plots,  or  fliould  have  time  to  propagate  frefli  alarms  ;  he 
would  call  upon  them  immediately  to  reftore  to  the  people  thofc 
rights,  without  which  thq**  could  neither  refpcCt  themfelves,  nor 
the  Government  under  which  they  lived. 

I  feel  myfelf,  faid  Mr.  Shcridair,  as  if  contending  for  a  me- 
lancholy truth  with  Minifters,  when  I  affure  them  that  fuch  is  the 
ftate  of  the  country,  and  fuch  is  the  loyalt}^  of  the  people,  that  thej 
are  firmly  attached  to  the  Conftitution,  anddifpofed  quietly  to  enjoy 
its  blcfflngs,  without  any  idea  of  either  attemptiiig  the  pcrfon  of  His 
Majetty,  or  cutting  the  throats  of  one  another.  I  (hall  heir  then 
not  of  a  plot,  but  of  the  cxifTcnceof  a  propenfity  to  moral  guilt,  as 
juftifying  a  continuance  of  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus.  I 
will  not  fay  that  ti^ere  have  been  no  infiinccsof  feditfon  ;  hut  I  will 
affirm  even  that  the  evidence  of  thcfc  appears  in  fo  queftionable  a 
fnape  as  ought  to  excite  your  fufpicion.  It  is  fupportcd  by  a  fyftem 
of  fpies  and  informers,  a  fyftem  which  has  been  carried  to  a  greater 
extent  under  the  prefent  Admin iftration,  than  in  any  former  period 
of  the  hiftor)^  of  the  cowntry.  I  will  not  fay  that  there  is  no  Go- 
vernment in  Europe  which  does  not  ftand  in  need  of  the  affiftancc 
of  fpies  ;  but  I  will  affirm,-  that  the  Government  which  avails  it- 
felf  of  fuch  fupport  does  hot  exifl:  for  the  happinefs  of  the  people.  • 
It  is  a  fyftem  which  is  calculated  to  engender  fufpicion,  and  to  be- 
get hoftility  ;  it  not  only  deftroys  all  confidence  between  man  and 
man,  but  between  the  governors  and  th<;  governed  ;  where  it  does 
not  find  fedition,  it  creates  it.— It  refembles  in  its  operations  the 
conduct  of  the  father  of  all  fpies  and  informers,  the  Devil,  who 
introduced  himfelf  into  Paradife  not  onlv  to  inform  his  own  Pande- 
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monium  of  the  ftatc  of  tKat  region,  but  to  deceive  and  betray  tHc 
inhabitants.     The  fpy,  in  order  to  avoid  fufpicion,  is  obliged  to  af- 
fume  an  appearance  of  xeal  and  adivity  ;  he  is  the  firft  to  diffenni- 
nate  the  dodlrines  of  fedition,  or  to  countenance  the  dcfigns  of  vio- 
lence ;  he  deludes  the  weak  by  the  fpecioufnefs  of  his  arguments, 
and  enflames  the  turbulent  by  the  fury  of  his  zeal.      It  muft  have 
made  a  man's  heart  burn,  to  hear  the  fort  of  evidence  brought  for- 
ward by  thefe  fpies  on  the  late  trials.     A  Wretch  of  the  name  of 
Lynam  faid,  that  in  his  capacity  of  del^ate  to  one  of  the  focieties, 
he  had  incurred  fufpicion,    had  been  tried  by  the  other  delegates, 
and  honourably  acquitted.     The  counfel  for  the  profecution,  could 
bear  fuch  a  declaration  with  unbluflirng  countenances.     !%'  what 
means  had  he  been  acquitted,  but  by  pretences  of  fuperior  zeal,  and 
more  furious  exertion.      I  wi(h  the  honourable  gentleman,   w-ho 
called  the  perfons  who  had  been  tried,  acquitted  felons,  had  been 
prcfent  when  fuch  witneffes  were  examined  againft  them  ;  I  wifti  lie 
had  been  prefent  when  the  Chief  Baron    (Macdonald)    addreffcd 
Mr.  Thelwall,  not  a^  an  acquitted  felon^  but  as  having  obtained  a 
verdidt,  which  was  honourable  to  his  character,  and  exhorted  him 
in  a  tone  of  the  utmoft  gentlenefs,  to  employ  his  talents  in  future, 
for  purpofes  ufeful  to  his  country.     The  manner  in  which  that  ad- 
.  drefs  was  made,  was  fit  and  becoming  the  charader  of  the  judge 
by  whoni  it  was  delivered,    as  well  as  refpeclful  to  the  perfon  to 
whoni  it  was  diredled.    Of  whatever  indifcrction  the  perfons  who 
had  been  tried  had  been  guilty,  it  will  not  be  difputed  by  thofc 
who  have  attended  to  their  cafe,  that  they  have  feeling  hearts,  that 
they  are  alive  to  every  fenfe  of  indignity,  and  that  they  muft  have 
been  deeply  wounded  by  the  opprobrious  epithet  applied  to  them  by 
the  honourable  gentleman.      I  truft  this  is  fufBcient  to  induce  him 
to  make  the  only  reparation  now  in  his  power,  by  the  fpecdieft  re- 
cantation of  his  hafty  and  ill-judged  exprefTion.     There  was  ano- 
ther witnefs  of  the  name  of  Taylor,  not  an  acquitted,  but  a  con- 
•  vidcd  fejon,  who  had  been  tried  for  a  crime,  into  the  moral  de- 
merit  of  which  I  will  not  enter,  but  which  had  been  attended  with 
the  aggravation  of  perjury,  but  fentenced  only  to  a  flight  punifh- 
mcnt,  on  account,  as  %-as  alledged,.  of  fome  favourable  circum- 
ftances  in  his  cafe  \  though,  upon  my  word,  I  could  find  none, 
except  that  he  had  affilled  to  hang  his  brother  fpy  (Watts)  ;  yet  this 
man  was  thought  a  proper  charafter  to  be  brought  forward  as  an 
pvidence  into  a  Court  of  Juftice,  and  allowed  to  hunt  after  the 
blood  of  Engliftimen.    If  Miniftry  had  been  duped  and  deluded  by 
their  fpies,    ought  they  not  to  admit  the  deception  that  had  been 
.  played  upon  riicm  r  But,  faivi  Mr^  Sheydan,   I  can  fuppofethecafc 
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of  a  haughty  and  ftiff-necked  Miniftcr,  who  never  mixed  in  a  po- 
pular affembly,  who  had  therefore  no  common  feeling  with  the 
mafs  of  the  people,  no  knowledge  of  the  mode  in  which  their  in- 
tercourfe  is  conducted,  who  was  not  a  month  in  the  ranks  in  this 
Houfe  before  he  was  raifed  to  the  firft  fituation,  and  though  on  a 
footing  of  equality  with  any  other  Member,  elevated  with  the  idea 
of  fancied  fuperiority  ;  fuch  a  Miniftcr  can  have  no  communication 
with  the  people  of  England,  except  through  the  medium  of  fpies  and 
informers  ;  he  is  unacquainted  with  the  mode  in  which  their  fenti- 
ments  are  expreffed,  and  cannot  make  allowance  for  the  language  of 
toalts  and  refolutions  adopted  in  an  unguarded  and  convivial  hour. 
Such  a  Miniftcr,  if  he  lofe  their  confidence,  he  will  bribe  their 
hate ;  if  he  difguft  them  by  arbitrary  meafures,  he  will  not  leave 
thera  till  they  are  completely  bound  and  (hackled  ;  above  all,  he 
Vill  gratify  the  vindidive  refcntment  of  apoftacy,  by  profccuting  all 
Aofe  who  dare  to  efpoufe  the  caufe  which  he  has  betrayed,  and  he 
will  not  defift  from  the  gratification  of  his  malignant  ^ropenfities, 
and  the  profecution  of  his  arbitrary  fchemes,  till  he  has  buried  in 
one  grave,  the  peace,  the  happinefs,  the  glory,  and  the  indepen- 
dence of  England?  Such  a  Miniftcr  muft  be  difqualified  to  jiidgc 
of  the  real  ftate  of  the  country,  and  muft  be  eternally  the  dupe  of 
thofe  vile  fpies,  whofe  intereft  it  is  to  deceive  him  as  wellas  to 
betray  others.  In  what  county,  or  from  what  quarter  of  the  com- 
munity, are  we  to  apprehend  the  effects  of  thofe  principles  of  infub- 
ordination,  with  which  we  have  been  fo  often  threatened  ?  The 
characieriftic  feature  of  the  Englifti  nation  is  entirely  different; 
they  teftify  on  every  occafion  the  utmoft  refpcdl  for  fuperiority  (I 
am  (oYry  to  ufe  the  phrafe)  wherever  the  advantages  of  rank  or  for- 
tune are  exercifeci  by  thofe  who  enjoy  them,  with  any  tolerable  de- 
tency  or  regard  to  the"  welfare  of  their  dependents.  What  noble- 
man or  gentleman  finds  in  his  tenants  or  fcrvants,  as  long  as  he 
treats  them  with  propriety  and  kindnefs,  a  hoftile  and  envious  dif- 
pofition  ?  What  merchant  or  great  manafadlurer  finds  in  thofe 
whom  he  employs,  fo  long  as  he  treats  them. well,  a  fallen  and 
uncomplying  temper,  inftead  of  a  prompt  and  chearful  obedience  ? 
This  tendency  to  infubordination,  forms  no  part  of  the  temper  or 
chatafter  of  the  people  ;  the  contrary  difpofition  is  even  carried  to 
an  extreme.  If  I  am  afkcd  whether  there  is  any  danger  in  the 
prefent  moment,  I  fay  yes.  But  it  is  not  a  danger  of  that  fort 
which  is  to  be  remedied  by  fufpending  the  rights,  or  abridging  the 
privileges  of  the  people.  The  danger  arifes  from  a  contempt  being 
produced  among  the  lower  orders  of  all  pilblic  men  and  all  public 
principles. 
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A  clrcumftance  occurs  to  rhe,  which  took  plr.ce  during  the  late 
trials,  where  the  Friends  of  the  People  weie  praifcd  from  the  Bench. 
When  one  of  the  Sheffield  witneffcs  (Br(X)mhead)  was  aflccd  why  his 
Society  declined  communicating  with  the  Friends  of  the  People,  he 
anfwered  that  he  would  tell  them  very  plainly,  that  they  did  not 
believe*  them  to  be  honeft  ;  that  there  were  fcveral  of  them  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament ;  that  they  had  fome  of  them  been  in  place,  and 
that  they  conceived  the  ins  and  the  outs,  however  they  might  vary 
in  their  profeffions,  to  be  actuated  by  the  fame  motives  of  intcreft. 
1,  who  might  be  as  little  implicated  in  fuch  a  charge  as  any  man, 
felt  rebuked  and  fubdued  by  the  anfvvcr.  What  is  it  that  tends  to 
produce  this  contempt  of  public  men  ?  The  condudt  of  thofe  who 
ought  to  hold  out  an  example  of  public  principle."  I  heard  an  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  (Mr.  Windham)  the  other  day,  and  on  this 
fubjeft  I  will  purfue  him  with  profefTed  and  unabating  hoftilit}', 
complain  of  the  indifference  and  languor  of  the.  country  in  the  prc- 
fent  conteft,  and  call  upon  them  to  greater  difplays  of  vigour  and 
exertion,  while  at  the  fame  time  he  affirmed,  that  no  'man  in  the 
co/dntry  felt  any  diftrcfs  from  the  prcflure  and  calamities  of  war.— 
Will  he  fay  this  to  the  ftarving  manufafturcrs  of  Norwich  ?  .  Will 
he  fay  it  to  the  flavcring  poor  of  the  metropolis,  obKged  to  purchafe 
a  loaf  at  ninepence,  and  unable  to  fupply  thcmfelves  with  coals.at, 
this  inclement  feafon,  from  the  enormous  price  of  that  neceffary  ar- 
ticle r  Will  he  fay  it  to  the  landholders,  whofe  property,  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  has  been  reduced  half  its  value  ?  What 
can  th>is  language  of  the  honourable  gentleman  mean,  except  he 
means  to  drive  the  great  body  of  the  people  to  dcfperation  ?  When 
I  heard  the  honourable  gentleman  call  upon  the  countr}'^  for  increafed. 
exertions,  I  concluded  that  he  would  have  propofed  to  throw  in  his 
falary  to  the  aid  of  the  public  fund,  and  to  live  contented  on  his 
own  fplendid  income.  I  fuppofcd  ho  would  have  perfuaded  his  right 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  to  relinquifh  the  revenue  which  he  dc* 
rives  from  the  Cinque  Ports,  and  to  live  on  the  6000I.  a  year  at- 
tached to  his  other  appointments  ;  that  he  would  have  perfuaded 
pother  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  to  give  up  one  of  hi* 
numerous  falaries  ;  and  a  noble  Marquis,  in  another  Houfe,  to  give 
up  fome  of  the  emolument  w^iich  he  derives  from  the  Tellerlhipof 
the  Exchequer,  which  would  this  year  an)ount  to  15,000!.  As 
the  noble  Marquis,  on  a  former  occafion,  profefled  himfelf  ready 
to'abandon  part  of  thofe  emoluments,  and  take  the  office  at  a  more 
moderate  falary,  he  had  now  an  excellent  opportimity  to  pn?vc 
the  fincerity  of  his  declaration.  I  expefted  all  this,  and  that  th^ 
would  not  have  failed  to  afiift  their  own  arguments  by  the  ope/atioii 
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of  their  generofity.     The  honourable  gentleman  (liakcs  his  head, 
as  if  I  had  faid  fomething  which  I  did  not  mean,  or  would  not  ftand 
by.     When  formerly,  in  conjunflion  with  him  and  others,  I   at- 
tacked the  corruption  of  Miniftcrs;   I  thought  I  was  fpeaking  the 
fcntiments  of  men  who  were  fincere  in  recommending  the  dodrine 
of  public  economy,  and  not  perfons  fecrctly  bargaining  for  a  fharc 
of  the  wages  of  corruption.      Little  did  I  think  that  the  oppofition 
'which  they  then  expreffed,  was  only  an  envious  admiration  of  the 
honours  and  emoluments  of  Minifters,  and  an  impatient  dcfire  of 
participation  ;  little  did  I  conceive  that  the  firft  adl  of  a  noble  pep- 
fon  (Duke  of  Portland)  would  have  been  to  arrcft  from  a  gallant 
man  a  token  of  honour,  which  he  had  merited  by  his  public  fcr  vices; 
a  man,  to  whom,  indeed,  that  token  could   add  no  honour,  but 
who  might  wifh  to  introduce  into  his  own  profcfiion  fuch  a  badge  of 
diftindlion.      In  Ireland,  ever  fince  the  period  of  their  arrangement, 
they  have  experienced  the  utmoft  difficult)^  and  embarraffment,  from 
a  difpute  which  has  fublifted  about  patronage,  and  which  has  at  laft 
teen  compromifed  ;  how  far  honourably,  I  will  leave  to  thofe  who 
are  beft  acquainted  with  th^  tranfadtion  to  determine.      In  the  pre-  • 
fent  war,  Miniflers  have  been  obliged  to  have  recoiirfc  to  allies  both 
at  home  and  abroad  ;  both  have  been  procured  by  the  fame  means, 
bargain  and  fubfidy.     Among  the  members  of  the  prefcnt  Cabinet, 
there  fubfifts  a  fort  of  Dutch  amity,  and  they  hate  one  another  more 
cordially  than  even  they  do  us  who  are  in  oppofition  to  their  mea- 
fures.     The  queftion  is.   Has  the  Duke,  of  Portland  a  majorit)'  in 
the  Cabinet  ?  No  ;  Mr.  Pitt  conftrains  him  by  an  additional  vote. 
It  was  curious  to  obferve  the  changes  which  had  lately  taken  place  ; 
from  a  Lord  Privy  Seal,  to  be  Firft  Lord  of  die  Admiralty,  and 
vice  verfa  ;  from  Prefident  of  the  Council,  to  be  Lord  Lieutenant 
•f  Ireland  ;  and  frorn  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  to  be  Mafter 
of  theHorfe.     A  noble  Earl  (Mansfield)  came  at  firft  into  the  Ca- 
binet without  any  emolument ;  I  was  at  firft  difpofed  to  give  hin^ 
credit  for  his  difintereftedncfs  ;  but  whether  it  was  conceived  by  his 
colleagues  to  be  a  foolifli  thing,  or  that  it  might  operate  as  a   bad 
example,  he  was  foon  induced  to  accept  the  fituation  of  Prefident  of 
the  Council,  with  a  large  falary.     While  all  Europe  is  in  a  flame,     . 
they  fecm  to  be  engaged  at  boy's  play  ;  to  be  fcrambling  for  places  , 
and  penfions,  for  ribbands  and  titles,  and  amufing  themfelves  with 
pufs  in  the  corner  of  the  Cabinet  roonr.    When  fuch  is  a  pidure  of 
thecopdud  of  public  men,   I  am  not  furprifed  at  the  declaration  of 
the  witncfs  froiti  Sheffield,  that  he  gives  no  man  of  that  defcription 
credit  for  being  honeft.  '  Willingly,  would  I  throw  a  veil  over  fuch, 
tranfaftions  for  the  fake  of  the  country,  were  it  poflible  either  t© 
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conceal  their  exiftence,  or  to  extenuate  their  di/grace.      Mr.  Sheri--: 
dan  faid  that  he  had  now  ftated  alnx)ft  all  that  he  had  to  fay  ;   there  I 
was  nothing,  in  his  mind,  which  would  be  more  calculated  to  re-  | 
move  the  danger  of  fedition  than  to  abandon  the  fyftenn  of  corrupt"! 
tion  which   now  prevailed.      To  reform  the  condud  of  Govern- j 
Tnent,  and  to  correct  abufcs,  would  be  the  fured  way   to  remedy  1 
difcontent,  and  render  a  farther  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  j 
unneceffar}'.     He  proceeded  to   ftate  that  many  of  the  a6ls  of  the  ! 
Societies,  which  had  fo  much  excited  alarm,  were  only   imitations  | 
of  what  had  been  done  by  the  Societies  in  1.780.     If  the  Minifter  i 
at  that  time  had  been  difpofed  to  profecute,  he  might  have  made  out  ; 
a  much  better  cafe  of  treafon  than  had  been  brought  forward  by  the   I 
prefent  Minifters.      Was  the  memorable  expreflion  of  the  illMftriou$    1 
Earl  of  Chatham  forgotten,  "^hat  he  rejoiced  that  America  had  re- 
lifted  !"  Could  none  of  the  Members  recoil e6l  the  ftrong  language 
adopted  by  Mr.  Burke  on  the  fame  occafion,  and  the  fentiments  tiiat 
had  been  avowed  in  that  Houfe  by  the  oppofers  of  that  war,   "  that 
they  wxpt  over  the  fall  of  Montgomery,  and  did  not  exult  in  the 
defertion  of  Arnold."     He  produced  a  paper,  with  the  infcription,    "j 
**  Lenox,  the  friend  to  Equality,"  which,  had  the  then  Minifter  'j 
been  difjx)fed  to  profecute,  contained  matter  more  inflammatory  than   ] 
^ny  paper  tliat  had  been  brought  forward  on  the  late  trials.      If  ap-     | 
probation  of  the  progrcfs  of  the  enemy,  implied  by  toafts  and  refo-     i 
lutions  ;  if  an  unqualified  claim  of  univerfal  rcprefentation  ;  if  diC-     j 
refpetSful  expreflicns,  fuch  as  1**  Wl^atcare  I  for  the  King's  birth-    : 
day  !"  were  to  be  conftrued  as  trcafonable  matter,  all  thefe  would     ] 
be  found  to  apply  to  the  AlTociatioris  in  1780,  in  a  greater  degree     ^ 
than  to  the  prefent  Societies.      Nay,  a  Convention  of  the  fame  na-      1 
ture  with  that,  which  thefe  Societies   had  been  charged  as  having 
confpircd  to  h6ld,  was  then  adlually  held.     Thefe  men  only  trod 
in  the  fame  path  in  which  they -had  feen  others  go  before  them,   not 
only  without  irppeachment  but  without  reproach.     If,  fays  Mr. 
Sheridan,  we  make  a  bo?ift  of  equal  laws,  if  thefe  men   are  to  be 
confidered  as  guilty  of  high  treafon,  let  us  have  fome  retrofpe(ftivc 
hanging,  and  whatever  in  that  cafe  rhay  happen  to  me,  His  Majefty 
will  at  leaft  derive  fome  benefit,  -fince  he  will  thereby  get  rid  of  a 
majopity  of  his  prefeqt  Cabinet.     Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  when  he 
recollected  that  his  fpeaking  and  writirig  might  have  been  inftru- 
mental  in  inducing  thofe  men  to  efpoufe  the  views  which  they  had 
adopted,  ha  could  not  feparate   his  own  caufe  from  theirs,  and  he 
did  not  know  what  other  men's  confciences  were  made  of,  who  could 
profecute,  and  even  bring  to  condign  puniftimcnt  and  infamy  per- 
fons  yrho  had  been  guilty  of  no  otlier  crime  than  haying  taken  up 
2  *      .'  '  -^ o- 
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,  the  fame  fide  of  tlie  queftlon  of  which  they  thcmfclves  had  formerly 
been  the  advocates  and  fupportcrs.  He  then  reprobated  the  argu- 
ments drawn  from  the  difference  of  times,  and  the  neceffity  of  ter- 
rible examples,  an  argument  to  be  found  In  every  body's  mouth, 
and  which  he  contended  to  be  falfe  and  mifchievous.  It  was  re- 
echoed from  (Every  quarter,  and  by  eveiy  dcfcription  of  perfons  in 
office,  from  the  Prime  Minifter  to  the  Excifeman — *^  Look  to  the 
example  of  France."  The  implication  was  a  libel  upon  the  cha- 
lader  of  Great  Britain.  The  cliaraders  of  nations  arofe  not  from 
the  difference  of  foil  and  climate  ;  but  from  the  invariable  and  eter- 
nal decrees  of  Providence.  Government  was  the  fchool  and  femi- 
nary  of  the  foul. 

He  proceeded  to  prefs  the  diftin6^ion  in  the  chara£lers  and  minds 
of  the  mafs  of  the  inhabitants  of  different  countries,  according  to 
their  different  Governments.  **  I  will  not,  therefore,  faid  Mr, 
Sheridan,  admit  the  inference  or  the  argument,  that  b«caufe  a  peo- 
ple, bred  under  a  proud,  infolent,  and  grinding  defpotifm,  mad- 
dened by  the  recolle6lion  of  former  injuries,  and  made  favage  by 
the  obfervation  of  former  cruelties  ;  a  people,  in  whofe  minds  no 
fmcere  refpedl  for  property  or  law  ever  could  have  exiftcd,  becaufe 
property  had  never  been  fecured  to  them,  and  law  had  never  pro- 
tc3ed  them  ;  a  people  feparated  and  divided  into  claffes  by  the 
ftrongeft  and  harftieft  lines  of  diftin61ion,  generating  envy  and  fmo- 
thered  malice  in  the  lower  ranks,  and  pride  and  infolence  in  the 
higher :  that  the  aSions  of  fuch  a  people  at  any  time,  much  lefs  in 
the  hour  of  frenzy  and  of  fury,  provoked  and  goaded  by  the  arms 
and  menaces  of  the  furrounding  defpots  that  affailed  tliem,  fliould 
furnifh  an  inference  or  ground,  on  which  to  eftimate  the  temper, 
charafter  or  feelings,  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  ;  of  a  people, 
who,  though  fenfible  of  many  abufes  which  diffigur;e  the  Conftitu- 
tion,  were  yet  not  infenfible  to  its  many  and  invaluable  bleffmgs  ; 
a  people,  who  reverencsd  the  laws  of  their  country  becaufe  thofe  laws 
fliieldcd  and  protefted  all  alike ;  a  people,  among  whom  all  that 
was  advantageous  in  private  ,  acquifition,  all  that  was  honourable  in 
public  ambition,  was  equally  open  to^  the,  efforts,  the  induftry  and 
the  abilitieis  of  all ;  among  whom  progrefs  andrifp  in  fociety  and 

.  public  eftimation,  was  one  afcending  flope,  as  it  w^ere,  without  a 
break  or  landing  place,  among  whom  no  fuUen  line  of  demarkation 
feparated  and  cut  off  the  feveral  orders  from  each  other,  but  all  was 
one  blended  tint,  from  the  deepeft  (hade  that  veiled  the  mcaneft 
occupation  of  laborious  induftry,  to  the  brightcft  hue  that  glittered 
in  the  luxurious  pageantry  of  title,  wealth  and  power ;  he  would 
not;  fliercforc,  look  to  die  example  of  France,  for  bcitween^  tjxc 
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feelings,  the  temper^,  and  focial  difpofition  towards  each  other, 
much  lefs  towards  the  Governments  which  they  obeyed,  of  nations 
fo  differently  conftituted,  and  of  fuch  different  habits,  he  would  af- 
fert,  that  no  comparifon  could  be  made  which  reafon  and  philorophy 
ought  not  to  fpurn  at  with  contempt  and  indignation."  '  If  preffed 
farther  for  an  illuftration  on  this  fubjedl,  he  would  afk  what  an- 
fwer  would  thofe  gentlemen  give,  if  a  perfon  affedledly  or  fincerely 
anxious  for  the  pr/efervation  of  Britifli  liberty,  were  to  fay,  ^*  Bri- 
tons, abridge  the  power  of  your  Monatch,  reftrain  the  exercife  of 
his  juft  prerogative,  withhold  all  power  and  refources  from  his  Go- 
vernment, or  even  fend  him  to  his  Eledlorate  from  whence  your 
voice  exalted  him — for  mark  what  has  been  doing  on  the  Conti- 
nent!-— Look  to  the  example  of  Kings  I !  Kings,  believe  me,  are 
the  fame  in  nature  and  in  temper  everywhere  ;  truft  yours  no  longer: 
— fee  how  that  fhamelefs  and  perfidious  dcfpot  of  Pruffia,  that 
trickfter  and  tyrant,  has  violated  every  principle  of  truth,  honour 
ftad  humanity,  1n  his  murderous,  though  impotent  atteriipt,  at  plun- 
der and  robbery  in  Poland  1    He,  who  had  enciouraged  and  even 
guaranteed  to  them  their  Conftitution  : — See  him  witH  a  fcandalous 
profanation  of  the  refources  which  he  had  wrung  by  fraud  from  the  • 
credulity  pf  Great  Britain,  trampling  on  the  independence  he  was 
pledged  to  maintain,  and  feizing  for  himfelf  the  countries  he  had 
fworn  to  proteft.       Mark  the  ftill  more  fanguinary  efforts  of  the 
defpot  of  Ruffia,   faithlefs  not  to  us  only  and  the  caufe  of  Europe, 
as  it  is  called,    but  craftily  outwitting  her  perjured  coadjutor,   pro- 
fiting by  his  difgrace,  and  grafping  to  herfelf  the  victim  which  had 
been  deftincd  to  glut  their  joint  rapacity.      See  her  thanking  her 
favburite  General  Snarrow,  and,  ftill  more  impious,  thanking. hea- 
ven for  the  opportunity ;  thanking  him  for  the  moft  iniquitous  acl 
of  Cruelty  the  bloody  page  of  hiftory  recorded — the  murderous  fcene 
at  Praga,  where,  not  in  the  heat  and  fury  of  adion,  not  in  the  firft 
impatience  of  revenge,  but  after  a  cold  deliberate  paufe  of  ten  hours, 
with  temperate  barbarity,  he  ordered  a  confiderate,  methodical  maf- 
facre  of  10,000  women  and  children.     Thefe  are  the  adlions  of 
Monarch's  —  Look  to  the  exafiipJe  of  Kings  !'     What  diofe  gentlemen 
"would  reply  to  fuch  an  argument  or  exhortation  I  know  not.     My  • 
anfwer  (hould  be,  I  treat  your  inference  and'  comparifon  with  the 
farrie  abhorrence  and  indignation  with  which  I  turn  from  thofe  who 
would  libel  and  traduce  the  character  and  principles  of  the  people  of 
England,  aiKi  upon  the  fame  grounds  and  principles.      I  will  not 
look  to  the  example  of  the  Princes  you  point  out,  andjyftly,  perhaps, 
ftigmatize,  in  order  to  meafure  my  allegiance  and  opinion  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain.     I  am  not  to  be  mifled  bv  names  j  I  re- 
■^   '  •  _,  feed  by  Google 
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fd  not  that  the  four  letters  are  the  fame  which  form  the  title  of 
Defpot  of  Bradeiiburgh,  and  of  the  firft  magiftrate  of  this  free 

ntry.  I  will  not  look  to  the  principles  or  practice  of  a  man  born 
bred  in  flattery,  falfchood,  and  faithleffnefs— of  a  Prince  ac- 

s&med  to  look  to  fe^  only  for  obedience,  and  to  arms  only  for 
ity ;  of  one  ufed  to  confider  his  people  as  his  property,  their 

•  and  limbs  his  traffic  ;  of  one  inftruded  to  make  his  will  the 
pr,  and  the  law  his  tool ;  of  one  finally  whofe  heart  muft  be  pcr- 

1  and  corrupted  by  that  which  ever  did  and  ever  will  deprave 

i  corrupt  the  human  heart,  the  poffeflion  of  defpotic  power*     I 

I  not  borrow  from  fuch  an  example  a  rule  to  eftimate  the  princi- 

ads,  CM"  wifhes  of  a  Monarch,  -where  it  muft  be  as  palpably 

f  wi(h  as  his  intereft  to  reign  in  the  hearts  of  his  people  ;  of  a 

ce  whom  a  love  of 'liberty  alone  in  the  people  exalted,  to  his 

'ent  fituation,   and  who  muft  therefore  regard  and  chexiih  that 

je  of  liberty  in  his  fubje<Ss,  as  the  real  body  guard  of  his  perfon  ; 

p.a  King,  who,   not  feated  on  a  folitary  eminence  of  power,  fees 

!f,the  co-exifting  branches  of  the  Legiflature  his  equals — in  the 

'  his  fuperior  ;  who,  taught  by  the  awful  examples  of  our  hiftory, 

,  ^ws  he  is  accountable  for  the  facred  truft  repofed  in  him,  and,  - 

"^ng  his  title  to  the  people's  choice,  feels  the  true  fecurity  of  his 

one  to  be  the  people's  love.     Thus  would  I  reply,  and.  thus 

iW  I  remain — though  difclaiming  the  fervile  cant  of  adulation, 

P^  fentiments  of  uhabated  attachment  to  the  perfon  of  our  prefent 

Bpnarch,  and  with  unftiaken  adherence  to  the  principle  of  heredi- 

'  Government  in  this  countr)',  while  limited,  and  direfted  to 

;  objefts  for  which  that  and  all  other  power  on  earth  is  created—- 

•  benefit  and  happinefs  of  the  people,  who  confer  the  truft. 

Mr.  Sheridan  concluded  that,  if  he  were  to  look  to  the  example 

f  France,  he  would,  look  to  the  prodigality,  the  corruption,  the 

Jteftable  fyftem  of  fpies  and  informers,  the  infolence  of  the  higher 

w  lUc  opprefllon  of  the  lower  orders,  wliich  had  diftinguifhed  the 

Md  Government  of  France,  and  which,  he  contended,  had  pro- 

Ifeed  all  die  evils  of  the  prefent  fyftem.     He  would  thence  be 

ht  to  avoid  introducing  into  this  countVy  a  fyftem  of  terror  and 

^^ption,  and   to  give  back  to  the  people  thofe  rights  and  privi-^ 

6?s  which  riveted  their  affection  and  fecured- their  obedience,  and 

jjttt^  the  or-der  of  ftability  of  the  Government  upon  their  beft 

|«>undation,  the  protedtioij  and  happinefs  of  the  fuhjed.   The  objeift 

I  ^  Us  prefent  ipotion  went  only  to  )nring  back  that  which  ought 

ijeverto  have  been  taken  away.     He  ftiould  therefore  now  move 

j^««  Wt  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  repeal  an  act,  pafled  in  the  laft  fcffion 

'lament,,  empowering  His  Majefty  to  fecure  and  detain  fuch 
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perfons  as  fhall  be  fufpe^ed  of  confpiring  againft  his  perfon 
Government*   * 

The.  right  honourable  W.  WINDHAM,  Secretary  at  W: 
faid  that  there  were  fo  many  of  his  honourable  friends  more  cagab] 
than  he  could  prefume  to  be,  of  anfwcring  the  various  topics  Tvhich 
had  been  brought  into  argument  by  the  honourable  gentleman  whc 
had  juft  fat  down,  that  he  would  not  have  troubled  the  Houfe  with 
|iny  obfervations  at  that  early  period  of  the  debate,  were  it  not  thai 
perfonal  allufion  had  been  frequently  made  to  himfelf  in  the  courft 
of  that  Gentleman's  elaborate  declamation.- — The  firft  topic  which 
he  would  notice,  was  the  honourable  gentleman's  remark  upon  fbmc 
words  which  fell  from  him  refpe6\ing  a_right  honourable  gentleman 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  (Mr.  Fox),  whom,  whether  he  called 
or  not,  he  certainly  would  confider  as  a  friend.  This  was  a  fubje<ft 
which  he  had  long  remarked  the  honourable  gentleman  had  a  great 
propenfity  to  bring  into  difcuffion  ;  he  had  before  been  obliged  to 
make  animadverfions  upon  it,  as  it  was,  to  fay  no  worfe  of  it,  ex- 
tremely officious  ;  and,  hpwever  the  honourable  gentleman  might 
fatter  himfelf  that  it  conduced  to  his  views,  he  would  hazard  an 
affertion,  that  fuch  intermed'jling  did  not  give  fatisfadion  to  cither 
party.  As  the  matter,  however,  had  been  brought  on  the  tapis, 
he  would  fully  explain  that  which  he  had  already,  as  he  thought, 
explained  before.  What  he  had  faid  on  a  former  day,  and  what 
he  would  then  repeat  was,  that  for  mutual  accommodation  he  would, 
though  he  retained  the  fentiment,  difcontinue  the  ufuaLform  of  ad- 
deefs,  and  had  given  for  his  reafon,  that,  ftanding  with  each  other 
on  a  different  footing  from  what  they  had  formerly  doncj  he  might, 
by  perfifting  in  it,  force  his  right  honourable  friend  into  reftraint  or 
cmbarraffment.  TJiis  he  avowed  to  be  the  real  meaning  of  his 
cxpreffions,  and  this  he  fancied  muft  ftill  be  in  the  recollection  of 
ev6ry  one  prefent ;  he  put  it  to  the  honourable  gentleman  himfelf 
to  declare  whether  it  was  not  the  handfomeft  mode  of  deporting 
himfelf  ;  had  he  done  otherwife,.  Mr.  Sheridan  himfelf  was  the  very 
'  man  who  would  take  advantage  of  it,  and  fay  that  he  afted  with  the 
infidious  intention  of  promoting  that  reftraint  and  cmbarraffment 
which,  in  truth,  he  wiOied  to  avoid.  If  this  was  an  error,  he 
cohfeffed  it  to  be  an  error  of  deliberation,  and  one  in  which  he  cer- 
tainly meant  to  perfift.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  endea- 
voured to  perfuade  the  Houfe,  that  the  condud  of  the  perfons  who 
promoted  the  war  was  criminal ;  and  that  he  (Mr.  Windham)  was 
more  criminaj  than  any  of  its  abettors.  He  was  defirous  to  avow, 
that,  on  the  footing  on  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated 
it,  he  was  endeed  criminal.     If,  to  have  feen,  at  a  very  early >pe- 
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od,  but  not  fo  early  as  he  could  wlfh  he  had,  that  the  condu^  of 
French  was  likely  to  involve  Great  Britain  in  warfare  and  con- 
iGon,  ^nd  to  be  convinced  that,  in  her  own  defence,  as  well  as 
sum  principles  of  juftice  and  policy,  (he  fliould  have  declared  war 
sfore  (he  did,,  was  criminal,  he  was  moft  highly  fo.  But  that, 
e  hoped,  was  the  very  utmoft  extent  of  his  criminality  ;  and  of 
is  firmnefs  and  refolution,  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
Duded,  he  would  anfwer  fot  it,  that  he  never  would  be  'f^und  to 
irink  from  any  charges  that  might  be  brought  againft  him,  nor 
le  deterred  by  the  empty  menace  of  any  fet  of  men,  from  the  con- 
int  and  xealous  difcharge  of  the  truft  repofed  in  him,  and  of  that 
ihich  he  conceived  to  be  his  duty ;  and  the  moft  unremitting  vigi- 
ance  againft  every  thing  that  had  the  face  of  hoflility  to  his  country 
arhimfelf,  and  particularly  the  politics  of  the  honourable  gentleman. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  in  difcufling  the  fub- 
eft  in  agitation,  he  would  deal  with  him  with  the  utmoft  franknefs. 
ie  wiftied,  for  the  honourable  gentleman's  own  fake,  as  well  as 
hat  of  the  Houfe,  the  fubjeft,  and  himfelf,  that  he  had  coupled 
mother  thing  along  with  it,^  and  ufcd  him  with  fairnefs  as  well  as 
irith  franknefs.  He  had^  however  done  quite  the  reverie,  and 
^vcn  the  moft  unfair  and  unaccountable  conftruSion  to  all  that  he 
lad  faid.  Had  there  been  any  thing  in  his  mode  of  expreffing 
iumfelf  at  all  ambiguous,  candour  would  have  taken  it  rather  upon 
^e  favourable  fide  ;  whereas  the  honourable  gentleman  had  made 
rfe  of  a  fuppofed  ambiguity  to  pervert  his  meaning,  and  fubftituied 
his. own  fuppofitions  in  the  place  of  fads.  He  declared,  and 
fialled  for  the  H9ufe  to  bear  witnefs  for  him,  that  he  had  ncyt,  in 
Vfing  the  word  acquitted  felon^  at  all  alluded  to  the  perfons  lately 
acquitted  :  on  this  point,  it  was  to  be  lamented  by  the  honourable 
gentleman's  admirers  and  advocates,  that  all  his  tragic  declama- 
tions, all  his  deep-toned,  fine-fpun  periods,  fell  at  once  to  ruin,- 
jflie  foundation  itfelf  being  thus  withdrawn  from  under  them.  For 
hirafelf,  he  declared  what  he  had  faid  was  this — When  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  endeavoured,  with  fo  little  judgement  and  fo 
little  efFecl,  to  demonftrate  that  the  acquittal  of  thofe  men  (whether 
they  are  called  felons  or  culprits,  for  he  was  almoft  afraid  to  call 
ften)  by  ar)y  name,  left  he  fhouhi  be  mifinterpreted)  had  entirely 
proved  the  nori-exiftence  of  a  confpiracy  to  overthrow  the  Govern- 
ment, as  well  as  their  own  individual  innocence,  he  had  faid,  that 
they  were  proved  innocent  to  no  greater  an  extent  than  nqmberlefe 
other  perfons  who  were  difchargcd  from  tne  Old  Bailey';  not  from 
their  mnoccnce  being  eftabliftied  in  a  moral  point  of  view,  but 
§^mVai}t  of  legal  proqf  pf  their  guil^.     Xhis  cxultatio^  of  t}ie 
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honourable  gentleman  arid  the  perfons  acquitted,  they  Ihared  witli 
iriany  culprits  who,  thougli  abfolutely  guilty,  are  difcharged    froni 
feiiure  of  profecution,  from  a  flaw  in  the  indid^ment,  or  from  anj 
other*  of  thofe  various  legal  points,  under  cover  of  which  the  guilty 
fometimes  fkulk  away  from   the  arm  of  juftice,  and  ftrut    about 
afterwards,  talk  of  remedy  by  adions  at  law,  and  plume  themfelvesj 
upon   their  accidental  efcape,  as  if  their  integrity  and  uprightnefr 
had  been  pofitively  proved  and   eftablifhed  in   the  opinion  of  their 
'  country.     Here,  he  faid,  he  would  reft  the  point  for  the  prefent, 
and  hoped  that  the  honourable  gentleman  would  not  oblige  him  to 
revive  it  again,  nor  do  as  he  had  often  done  before,    that  is  to  fay,! 
make  a  watch- word  of  itj  and  by  the   moft   Unfair  and   infidjou$ 
^eans  propagate  and  pafs  it  current  throughout  the  world,  as  if  it 
)iad  never  been  contradifted,  the  moft  unjuft  and  unmanly  way  of 
fapping  fair  fame  and  reputation  that  any  one  could  devife.      The' 
honourable  gentleman  had  iiiid  much   of  fpies  and  informers.      It 
^•^s  a  melancholy  confideration  to  reflect,  that  fuch  men  were  often 
neceflfary,  and  he  feared  they  would  be  more  wanting  than  ever  iii 
the  fituation  in  which  the  politics  of  the  honourable  gentleman  and 
his  friends  were  likely  to  plunge  the  cbuntry.     The  honourable 
gentleman  who,  an  all  things,  w^as   more  than  commonly  flirewd  i 
and  acute,  had  the  moft  extraordinary  faculties  he  ever  knew  any  ' 
One  to  poflefs  for,  the  purpofe  of  raifing  groundlefs  charges,   and  the 
moft  extraordinary  induftry  and   art   in  giving  them   circulation : 
one,  he  faid,  he  would  particularly  mention, — one  originating  in  , 
falfehood,  and  afterwards  circulated  with  a  wicked  induftry,  w^hicK 
fpokc  too  plainly  to  be  mifunderftood,  what  their  drift  was  who 
managed  it.     The  expreffion   was  the    well  -  known    hackneyed 
*'  Perijh  Commerce.''      It  was  neceflFary,  he  thought,  to   refer  to 
the  many  revivals  of  it,  which  the  malignity  and  wicked  defigns  of 
fame  men  had  occalioned — after  being  made  a  handle  of  in  various 
quarters,  all  of  whith  he  fufl^ered  to  pafs  in  contemptuous  lilence  ; 
he  again  found  it  revived  in  a  letter  publiflied  a  few  days  ago  by  a 
perfon  ot  too  great  rank  to  be  overlooked  (Lord  Lauderdale).    Two 
years  ago,  Mr.  Windham  obferved,  this  falfehood  was  firft  circu- 
lated, and  what  would  tend  to  develppe  the  intentions  of  the  calum- 
niators, it  was  moft  Car(sfully  dilTeminated  where  it  was  fuppofed*to 
be  moft  likely  to  do  him  injury :  it  was  in  fliort  reprinted,  and 
ftuck  up  in  the  workftiops  of  Norwich,  to  alincate  the  affedlions  of 
the  people  from   him,  and  perfuade  them  that  he  was  their  worft 
enemy  ;  again  it  was  brought  up  in  the  Houfe  againft  him  by  thofe 
who  well  knew"  in  their  hearts  that  the  expreftion  was  not  his.     But 
"was  filcntj,.  ^nd  that  filcnce  was  taken  fo^  an  admiflic^  of  t^i^ 
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:.^~"  Now,  Sir,  faid  he,  what  will  yon  think,  if  you  (hall  fee 
this  ha^  been  brought  up  again  in  this  volume  which  I  hold  in 
handy  ftamped  with  the  authority  of  a  noble  Peer  ?     (Vide  let- 
Id  the  Peers  of  Scotland,  by  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  page  8 1). 
not  the  noble  writer  know,  diat  the  chaise  was  publicly  and 
Bjuftly  attributed  to  me  ?  and  did  he  not  intend,  by  the  way  he 
it  here,  that  it  ihould  be  applied  to  me,  and  confidered  as  my 
rds— if  not,  what  did  he  mean  ?" 

Major  MAITLAND  rofe-and  fatd,  he  fhould  not  have  troubled 
Houfe,  and.moft  particularly  to  interrupt  the  right  honourable 
^tleman,  did  he  not  believe  he  could  fave  fome  time  to  the  Houfe 
'  explaining  the  cafe ;  the  noble  Earl,  a  relation  of  his,  had  afked 
if  it  was  that  right  honourable  gentleman  whp  had' made  ufe 
'  that  expreffion  which  was  reported  to  have  come  from  authority; 
informed  his  noble  relation  it  was' not,  and  the  expreffion  had 
|<never  been  applied  to  that  right  honourable  gentleman*  The  Colonel 
b£iid,  he  trufted  that  the^chara£ter  of  that  noble  Eaii  for  candour, 
Ifincerity,  and  honour,  was  fuch  as  not  to  entitle  any  n^an  in  that 
iHoufe,  or  this  country,  to  fufped  him  of  doing  any  thing  that  was 
>illfberaL 

Mr.  Windham  continued — "  I  am  rather  furprifed  at  the  ex- 

^planation,  as  it  confirms  the  full  extent  of  my  chaige,  which  is, 

[that  the  noble  author  of  the  work  knew  that  the  fentiment  had  been 

^fidfely  imputed  to  me,  and  yet  fent  it  forth  to  the  world  under  dif 

authority  of  his  name  uncontradicted.      In  the  fame  work  there  i$ 

another  paiTage  to  the  fame  effect,  which,  noticing  the  Rockingham 

I  party,  fays,   that  the  Duke  of  Portland,  Earl  FitxwilHam,  Mn 

Burke,  Mn  Windham,  and  fome  others,  attended  meetings  for  a 

I*  Parliamentary  Reform  ;  which,  as  far  as  relates  to  myfelf,  I  deny, 

and  believe  unfounded  as  to  the  reft.     I  challenge  any  one  to  aflert 

that  I  ever,  either  in  or  out  of  Parliament,  contended  .for  that  ob- 

f  jcfi,  which  I  cannot  but  regard  as  a  degeneration  inftcad  of  a  re- 

fcrm  of  Parliament.      In  this  Houfe  I  have  uniformly  oppofcd  it ; 

and  before  I  had  die  honour  of  a  feat  here,  I  refufcd  to  ftand  for 

I  the  city  of  Weftminfter,  though  I  might  have  bepn  returned,  be- 

I  aufe  I  knew  the  inhabitants  at  that  time  were  attached  to  ideas  of 

I  reform.     Thefe  fa<£ls  being  notorious,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  perceive 

jthc  candour  and  fairnefs  of  the  noble  Lord  in  circulating  reports 

I  which  he  muft  know  to  be  unfounded.  .  This  fyllem  of  mifrepre- 

j'fentation  is  in  my  mind  much  more  injurious,  than  that  fo  miich 

'Complained  of  about  fpies  and  informers.     There  is  no  calculatinj 

[tiic  evil  which  it  may  produce  in  times  of  trouble  and  commotion. 

tfb  va»  thus,  that  early  in  the  French  Revolution,  Foulon  was  m^^ 
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facred,  becaufe  it  was  tfeported  that  he  had  (kid,  ^*  he  would  make 
the  people  cat  grafs."     The  influence  and  dangerous  tendency  of 
thefe  party  caUh-words  could  not  be  ftronger  exemplified  than  in  the 
hacknied  phrafe  of  "  Swinifh  Multitude ;"  the  fenfe  of  which  cit. 
preilion  was  completly  diftorted  from  that  in  which  it  was  ripplied^ 
in  the  beautiful  paflage  where  it  was  originally  made  ufe  of.     Can 
any  one  doubt  what  was  intended  by  thi^  grofsand  unmanly  perver- 
fion  of  its  meaning,,  if,  unfortunately  for  this  country,  the  party 
that  perverted  it  had  obtained  their  ends,  and  fully  feated  themfelvcs 
in  power  ?  On  one  point  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  main  argu-i 
ment  I  cannot  forbear  fome  remarks.     He  fays,  that  the  perfons 
tried  are  completely  innbcent,  becaufe  they  arc  acquaitted.      Does 
he  mean  then  totally  to  difrcgard  the  prefumption  of  guilt  which  was 
caft  on  them  by  the  finding  of  the  Grand  or  Accufing  Jury  ?  .Setting 
this  afidc,  is  there  any  doubt  but  that  the  verdid  of  a  jury  'pron 
nounces  only  that  the  parties  were  not  in  a  legal  fenfe  guilty  ?  But 
there  is  a  vaft  medium  between  legal  guilt  and  moral  innocence ; 
and  befide,  there  might  be  various  ftages  even  of  legal  guilt  (hort 
of  the  fpecific  charge  brougiit  againft  them.     As  a  legiflative  body, 
however,  we  are  not  to  feek  the  verdi6t  of  a  jury  to  guide  us,  we 
itiuft  look  to  prefumption  and  probability,  and  govern  our  condudl 
by  jtheir  evidence.     The  honourable  gentleman,  in  the  fame  fpirit 
of  mifreprefentation,  has  made  mc  deny  the  diftreffe^  of  the  poor, 
and  fympathifed  himfclf  as  ufuai  in  an  extraordinary  degree  with  the 
poor  of  Norwich ;  whereas,  I  appeal  to  the  recollciSion  of  tho 
Houfe,  whether  I  did  not  bar  and  anticipate  this  niifc6nception  and 
application  to  the  poor  of  that  town.     I  faid,  that  the  diftreffes  of 
the  war  were  not  great,  and  that  thofe  who  moft  loudly  complained 
of  them  had  not  felt  their  preffure  at  all,  not  fo  much  as  in  the 
relinquifhment  of  the  moft  trifling  luxury  \  and  between  the  rich 
arjd  poor  there  is  ah  indiflbluble  bond  and  mutual  depcndance. 
They  are  not  feparate  intercfts,  but  one,  neither  of  which  t:an  be  af- 
fedled  without  operating  in  the  fame  proportion  on  the  other.     My 
alTertions  are  thus'  anfwered.     I  faid,  that  a  certain  defcription  of 
people  had  not  felt  the  burden  of  which  they  had  complained.     Hq 
anfwers  me,  that  others  do.     \  faid,  that  no  burdens  were  at  pre* 
fent  felt.     He  anfwers  me,  that  they  will  be  felt,     What  courfe 
of  candour  and  fair  reafoning  is  a  match  for  this  fhifting  fubtlety; 
Is  it,  I  affc,  a  culpable  degree  of  ariftocracy,  to  d<?ny  the  compe* 
tencc  of  the  lower  orders  of  fociety  in  quellions  of  peace  and  war  t 
The  direct  objecS  of  any  war  muft  be  allowed  trifling,  compared 
to  the  expence  of  men  and  treafure,  which  the  moft  fucbefsful  ter- 
mination could  be  cftimated  at.     It  is  the  remote  and  complicated 
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ofejcfls  of  war  that  form  the  juffification  of  the  mcafure,  and  nei- 
ther the  ability  nor  information  of  the  poor  enable  them  to  be  fit 
judges  of  thefe  fubjeSs:  It  Was  the  great  art  of  people  who  pre- 
tended to  think  otherwife,  to  roufe  the  paffions  of  the  people,  and 
not  to  inform  or  exercife  their  judgments,  for  which  they  had  in 
b&  the  moft  fovereign  contempt.  In  anywar  which  thoie  gentle- 
men mi^t  or  ever  had  approved,  would  they  confult  thofe  opinions 
which  they  now  thought  proper  to  exalt  into  confequence  for  pur- 
pofes  of  their  own  ?  They  afk  where  is  the  confpiracy,  and  deny 
its  cxiftence,  becaufe  there  is  not  legal  and  technical  proof.  They 
contend  that  there  is  no  danger,  becaufe  the  danger  hsippens  not  to 
fall  within  the  precife  line  of  former  example*  Whereas  the  dan- 
ger now  is  entirely  of  the  novel  kind*  A  new  order  of  things  is 
looked  for,  and  every  previous  right  and  eftablilhed  law  is  regarded 
as  antiquated  prejudice,  and  inimical  to  the  interefts  of  the  people* 
But  can  gentlemen,  after  expatiating  on  the  precife  limits  of  ancient 
treafon,  turn  fhort  round  and  fay,  that  there  is  no  danger,  becaufe 
it  is  not  precifely  of  that  kind  which  ancient  experience  pointed  out, 
and  guarded  againft  ?  In  thofe  days,  die  life  of  the  Monarch  wad 
in  danger,  diredly,  and  that  offence  was  dreaded,  and  guarded 
againft*  Now  we  have  to  look  to  the  bafe  and  infidious  incitement 
of  the  lower  orders,  as  the  prevailing  vice.  Every  bad  and  reftlefs 
paffion  is  called  forth  under  pretence  of  right  and  reafon.  The  na- 
tural and  inevitable  dillrefs,  which  is  inherent  under  all  Govern- 
ments, is  made  the  ground  of  accuiition  againft  that  Conftitutiorf 
wluch  fecures  to  us  the  leaft  proportion  of  thofe  evils  which  ever  ex-  ^ 
ifted  in  one  community.  I  mean  not  to  impute  any  cenfure  to  the 
jutymen  who  acquitted  the  perfons  accufed,  as  the  charge  was  ap- 
parently remote  from  the  death  of  His  Majefty  ;  and  plain  and  ho- 
ncft  men  are  not  always  poffeffed  of  that  ftrength  and  fearch  of 
underftanding  which  is  neceflary  to  detc6t  cunning  and  concerted 
fraud.  Many  (hades  of  diftindUon  might  reafonably  be  fuppofed 
to  occur  to  them  from  the  length  and  intricacy  of  the  cafe,  and 
wherever  doubt  oc(5urs  a  jury  is  univerfally  inclined  to  acquit.  Jt 
is  curious,  however,  to  remark,  that  when  the  Report  of  the  Secret 
Committee  wa*  brought  forward,  it  was  faid,  what  is  your  proof, 
where  is  your  evidence  of  the  faSs  ?  And  from  the  filence  on  thefe 
heads  it  was  inferred,  that  no  proof  exifted.  Now  the  fads,  how- 
ever, are  eftablilhed  upon  oath,  yet  frefh  objedions  are  inftantly 
flatcd.  On  my  part,  I  cannot  wifti  for  a  more  complete  refutation 
of  all  thefe  patriotic  doubt$.  and  furmifes  relative  to  the  plots,  than 
the  bare  and  fimple  reading  of  the  documents  produced  in  evidence* 
In  this  mudv-vgunted  refpe<ft  for  the  verdi6l:  of  a  juty,  I  think  dbat 
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I  |)erc«Te  fomfiftilng'  trf  a  confined  view  ;  for  diis  verdiA  feems  only 
itnmaiculatc  ind  coittlafivc  when  it  acqirits,  ,and  inftantJjr  that  it 
convifte,  it's  whole  nature  is  changed  ;  €o  infianti  Ae  juty  become, 
^  hy  the  touch  pf  a  magic  wand,  tramformed  into  a  packed  fct  of 
Wrelinjs.  Who  can  forbear  this  obfervatfon,  who  fees  the  fattie 
man  cdebratctiie  jury  who  acquitted  Hardy,  Tookc,  and  Thdwall, 
who  had  ftefbrc  thoi:qght  fo  little  of  the  jury  that  had  condemned 
Watt  and  Downte,  though  their  verdift  was  backed  by  Ae  a»tfirf- 
fion  of  the  convtA,  in  a  ftatc  when  every  man's  word  was  taken, 
namely,  on  the  point  of  death.  In  all  the  pratfes  of  verdids,  thk 
vcrdift  had,  by  fome.ftrange  accident,  been  kept  oitt  of  fight.  We 
ftate  thirt  there  have  bcdn  plans  and  views,  tall  them  coni^racics, 
or  by  Ittty  otlicr  name,  of  the  moft  mifchievous  nature^  to  ftit  xcp 
tnd  tnctte  the  poor  to  diffadsfadion  and  tumuk,  and  finally  to  in- 
furredion  and  plunder.  But  who  (hall  want  converts^  who  tell  tl* 
poor  that  the  rich  are  ufurpers,  aiKl  that  thfey  have  a  right  to  «pti- 
fels^  Shotrid  this  be  faid  only  to  exift  in  theory,  we  recur  to.fStit 
pra&icc  of  a  great  nation,  who  had  rtiore  than  realtfed  the  m^ft 
terrible  expedations  of  the  moft  timid.  Thefe  modern  enginect* 
know  better  thjfn  to  attack  the  life  of  a  king  diredly,  and  dierefore 
Aink  to  elude  the  provifions  of  the  ftatutes  of  treafort  ;  they,  i<hi 
^e'conttary,  approach  the  walls  of  the  town  by  regular  fitge,  stnd 
the  honourable  gentleman  contends  thai  we  are  from  the  wall*  to 
fee  tbem^,  without  moleftation,  complete  their  works  ahd  p-epa^e 
their  mines.  To  fatisfy  us  of  the  great  prudence  and  propriety  of 
this  condud,  he  advei'ts'to  a  novel  and  extravagant  jWldbpMcal 
(|o6trine  of  national  charafter,  which  he  thinks  totally  unconncSed 
with  foil  and  fituation;  but  did  it  never  occur  to  him,  whatever  in- 
fluence Govemhientmay  have  on  charaSer,  charaSer  originally  mo- 
difies Government,  and  is  therefore  the  prime  caufe  of  the  ^tftnatc 
efFedi.  Among  other  paradoxes  he  feems  to  have  found  out,  that 
nations  have  no  charaiSter  in  common,  and  arc  tiot  to  take  any  iex- 
'  ample  from  each  other. 

In.  fpeaking  of  the  pfefent  corruption  and  dfepravity  of  France,  he 
refers  all  to  the  effeS  of  the  old  Government ;  whereas  we  find  that 
diefe  efFefts  increafe  in  the  exadl  proporgon  as  the  new  Govertimcnt 
recedes  from  the  old,  and  becomes'  diftinctly  eftabliftied.  This  pa- 
radox, however,  is  hot  new  with  the  honourable  gentleman  of  at- 
tributing all  the  errors  and  exceffes  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  Francfe  to 
the  ancient  Goverament,  and  he  feems  to  adhere  to  if  with  sdl'^lht 
frenzy  and  fondnefs  whicli  men  ufually  ihew  to'thcfr  moft  extnrva- 
fant  opinicms.  '^If,  indeed,  this  deplorable  effect  were  owing  <tOi. 
.^  old  Government  pf  France,  wti  ftiould  fee  its  eflfeft  -^Mow  il|| 
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dofefj  the  deifandion  of  that  fyftem  ;  whereas  nothing  could  be 
.  greater  than  the  exit  of  that  Government  which  now  lies  buried  un- 
der the  ruins'of  all  that  was  excellent  in  the  country*  The  ho- 
Booiable  gendeman  has  anodier  folution  alfo  for  this  difficulty,  nan>e* 
ly,  the  war»  The  war,  he  fays,  has  conduced  to  this  ftate  of  fa<- 
ts^  defperadoti  in  which  we  find  France.  But  why,  it  might  be 
aftedj  have  not  other  wars  and  iimilar  difficulties  produced  the  fame 
effetft  ia  other  nations  f  Becaufe  tfiey  wcr«  not  debafed  and  corrupt- 
ed by  die  Governments  whidi  dlreded  them.  This  is,  however, 
the  poor  and  common  refort  of  all  empirics.  If  the  cafe  does  not 
fueceedy.  it  isiiom  tfits  tiling  or  that,  and  every  thing  but  their  own 
iigoorance  and  want  of  (kill.  They  were  called  in  too  late,  the 
|ff(vious  treatmeDit  was  bad,  and  killed  the  patient  before  tiiey  came. 
Mtan,  paltry,  and  ahworthy  aigoment ! 

*  The  hononraUe  gentleman  aiks  if  the  example  of  the  people  of 
FVanoe  is  more  to  be  "dreaded  here  than  that  of  Kings  in  Europe, 
Whom  with  him  we  m^ht  have  been  induced  tocalldefpots,  if  the 
^  Mbei^  oi  Franoe  had  not  boriedall  former  defpotifm  in  the  exccfs 
tf  its  cruelty  a^d  opprdTioh.  Triumphant  as  this  argument  may 
feem,  nothing  is  more  cajily  artfwered.  If  you  reduce  the  people 
rftfiis  country  to  tfie  mifCTable  ftate  of  the  people  of  France,  they 
irill  a£t  die  fmie,  from  the  operation  of  the  .pai>amount*and  leading 
features  of  our  nature.  So,  if  you  reduce  a  King  of  England  to  the 
fete  of  die  Monarchs  of  Europe,  he  will  adl  the  fame.  What  we 
^lore  and  deprecate  is,  the  attempt  by  fly  and  inGdious  means-  to 
fc(teoe  the  people  of  this  Country  from  the  noble  and  honeft  charadler 
ti)^had  fer  ages  poffefled-  The  main  queftion  between  us  now  is, 
lActher  thefeAffocJations  honeftly  apd  really  propofcd,  however  er- 
fOheoitfy,  a  parliamentary  reform,  as  it  is  called,  or,  under  that 
pretence,  Ae  utter  fubverfion  of  the  cenftitution  ?  Let  any  man  look 
to&»  evidetice  on  the  late  trials;  and  fay  honeftly  from  his  heart 
Which  was  in  view.  There  was  another  objedt  of  the  honourable 
gendeman's  ammadvcrlion  and  cenfure,  which  however  was  fo  ge- 
neral andloofe,  that  I  find  not  fo  much  a  difficulty* in  anfwering  it 
^  to  underftand  it.  Some  charges  can  no  more  be  repljcd  to,  than 
thefecddingof  a  fifhwoman  in  Billingfgate.  Does  the  honourable 
^litleman  mean  to  fay  that  it  is  diflionourable  to  accept  of  office  ^— 
{No,  from  the  other  fide.]  No !  Then  if  he  gives  up  that,  he  gives 
ttpi  all  that  he  has  advanced  on  that  fubjed.  The  calumnies  caft 
on  fuch  things  are  only  to  be  refi'fted  by  the  ftiield  of  charadkr  ;  to 
ftat  my  noble  friends  and  I  refort.  I  am  truly  fony  the  honour- 
ttfc  gentleman  is  not  afhamed  of  fuch  low,  mean  traffic.  I  defy 
•  kimro&ew  a-  iiBglecircumftance  that  can  tend  to  caft  the  (badow 
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of  doubt  on  our  conduft.     The  malice  of  the  defign  is  fo  corrc&sd '  *. 
by  the  impotency  of  the  cfFortj  that  I  will  not  facrifice  a  >^rd  in 
anfwering  it.     The  honourable  gentleman  has  afked  why  wc  did 
not  continue,  as  atfirft,  to  give  honourable  fupport  ta  Minifters^ 
without  joining  them  ?  Would   not  fupport»  without  rcfponlibility 
annexed  to  it,  be  mean,  be  difhoneft  ?    In  fafl,  if  I  had  not  corac  ^ 
into  an  ofteniible  office,,  where  would  the  honourable  gentleman  have  ^ 
found  that  refponfible  charad^er  with  which  he  threatens  me  in  fu-  ": 
ture.     Of  thefe  pcrfonal  alluflons   I  can  only   recollect  one  morCy   ; 
namely,  that  if  I  took  an,  oftenfible  office,   I  fliould  have  refigned   "; 
til'.*  emolument  of  it.     Does  he  mean  this  as  a  general  principle ;   ; 
fxvA  if  not,  why  is  the  exception  to  be  made  ?  As  often  as  this  idea 
has  been  agitated,  it  has  as  often  been  rejeded  by  the  beft  and  wifeft 
of  men,  and  all  attempts  to  reduce  it  to  pradHce  have  been  regarded 
as  i'mean  ami  paltry  lure  to  popularity.      He  is  called  upon,  thcr^  : 
tore,  to  explain  hiiTifelf  more  fully  on  this  head,  and  (hould  difdaia  • 
to  come  forward  with  dark  affertions,  which  he  dare  not  openfy  •, 
avow.     I  think  I  have  now  noticed  all  the  parts  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  fp-tch,  which  hada  perfonal  allufion,  either  to  rae  cflf 
the  eminent  characters  who  came  into  v-)fficc.at  the  fame  time.  The 
more  general  topics  of  his  fpeech  I  ffiall  leave  to  the  refutation,  as 
I  promifed  in  my  Qutfet,  of  thofe  who  are  equally  ready  and  mow 
^ble  tlian  Lam. 

Mr.  HARDINGE  faid,  that  in  juftice  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  and  to  himfeif,  he  was  anxious  to  de- 
clare, that  the  fentiment  alluded  to,  relating  to  the  commerce  ^pA 
conftitution  of  the  country,  had  come  from  him,  and  not  from  Mr^ 
Windham  ;  nor 'was  he  alhamed  now  to  repeat,  that  if  the,  unfor** 
tunatc  difficulty  (hould  ever  arrive  when  he  muft  facrifice  either  on© 
or  the  other,  he  would  fay,  "  Perifti  commerce,  live  the  conftitu- 
tion.*' This  he  (hould  have  openly  avowed  before,  if  he  had  not 
thought  that  it  was  generally  known  and  needlefs  ;  as,  however,  * 
farther  rhifunderftanding  feemed  to  have  gone  abroad,  he  conceire<l 
it  incumbent  on  him  not  to  delay  the  moil:  explicit  avowa}- 

Colonel  MAITLAND  obferved,  that  he  had,  in  his,  opinion^ 
fully  difclaimed  all  intention  of  alluding  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  on  the  part  of  his  noble  relation  ;  and  he  would  fain 
alk,  whether  the  aifertion,  "  that  the  fentiment  had  been  aiferted 
by  authority  in  tiie  Houfe  of  Commons,"  was  more  likely  to  allude 
to'the  Member  for  Norwich,  who  had  then  no  office  in  Admini- 
flration,  or  Her  Majefty's  Solicitor  General  ? 

So  much  for  the  firft  point ;  a&  to  the  fecond,  relating  to  the 
anecdote  of  the  Rockingliaip  p^rty,  that  he  knew  had  boen  taken 
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rfiom  the  moft  authoritative  regiftcrs  of  the  times.  And  fure  ho 
was  that  no  naari  in  or  out  of  that  Houfe  would  fcorn  more  an  in- 
;'fidious  or  unfounded  attack  than  the  noble  Lord  alluded  to.  It  was 
afeft  well  known,  whether  the  right  honourable  gentleman  went 
crnot,  that  the  Duke  of  Portland  did  attend  meetings  for  a  par- 
Ssonentary  reform,  and  at  one  of  them  preferred  a  complaint  of 
I  feme  tranfadlion  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  faid,  that  he  fpoke  with  certainty  only  to 
lupfifelf ;  as  to  the  other  charaftcrs  named,  he  fpoke  as  to  his  fin-* 
cere  belief ;  though  if  being  prefent  by  accident  or  for  a  particular 
and  diftin^l  purpofe,  was  to  be  conftrued  into  an  attendance  for  the 
ladical  purpofes  of  the  meeting,  he  might,  for  ought  he  knew,  be 
implicated  like  the  noble  Duke. 

The  Marquis  of  TITCH FIELD  declared,  that  to  his  know- 
ledge his  noble  relation  did  never  attend  any  meeting,  to  partake  in 
or  countenance  any  meafure  of  parliamentary  reform,  though  he  had 
attended  many  to  procure  economical  reforms  ;  and  in  confirmation 
of  this,  he  ventured  to  appeal  to  the  recolledtion  of  his  right  ho- 
iwurable  friend  (Mr.  Fox). 

Mr.  FOX  declared,  that  it  was  certainly  his  opinion  that  the 
Duke  of  Portland  had  always  been  an  enemy  to  parliamentary  re- 
form, but  that  it  was  alfo  equally  true,  that  at  the  period  aijuded 
to,  there  were  meetings  which  the  Duke  of  Portland  attended,  and 
in  which  the  idea  of  a  reform  in  Parliament  was  not  difcouraged. — 
There  was  a  meeting  in  Weftminfter,  which  met  feveral  times, 
and  recommended  as  a  proper  objed  of  reform  a  reform  in  Parlia- 
ment, That  meeting  the  Duke  did  attend.  His  Grace  ftated  to 
that  mating  what  had  paffed  in  the  Houfe  pf  Lords  on  the  fpeech 
rf  the  late  Marquis  of  Downfliire,  and  the  Committee  came  to  a 
icfoludon  in  confequcnce  of  that  ftatement.  Thefe  remarks  were 
material  to  prove  that  his  Grace  not  only  confidered  the  principle  of 
{nblic  meetings  as  not  improper,  but  as  laudable.  With  refpcd  to 
(he other  perfons  alluded  to  in  the  note  in  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale's 
letters,  it  was  not  true  of  them,  that  they  were  inimical  to  the  priiv 
dplesof  Parliamentary  reform.  '  Of  this  principle  they  invariably 
approved  ;  and  if  it  were  neceffary  he  would  ftate  the  precife  opinion 
irtiich  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  entertained  upon  the  fubjed. 

.Mr.  ERSKINE  faid,  that,  in  order  to  difcufs  with  precilion  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  ad  which  the  motion  fought  to  repeal,  it 
'Was  neceffary  to confider  upon  what  principles,  and  under  what  cir- 
oumfbmces,  it' had  paffed  in  the  former  feffion  ;  bccaufe  the  quef- 
tion  ultimately  would  be.  Whether  a  neceffity  for  pafltng  it  ever  ex- 
iftcd  ?  and,  if  it  did,  whether  it  ftill  continued  to  cxift  i    The  a£t 
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wliich  die  motion  fought  to  repeal  was;  an  aft  introduced  tlpon  th"! 
fjpur  of  a  neceffity  affumed  to  be  imminent,  to  fufpcnd  the  operatioi' 
of  a  law  which  no  Minifter  that  ever  (hall  cxift  in  England  wouUI 
dare  to  abrogate  ;  a -law,  without  which  England  has  no  conftitu- 
tion ;  a  law  which  the  people  obtained  by  the  virtue  and  Armneft  ti 
their  anceftors,  after  a  great  crifis  in  the  Government,  and  which 
they  could  not,  and  would  not,  fubmit  to  part  with.      Td  do  jrfi 
tice  to  the  Minifter,  for  he  would  mifreprefent  no  man,  this  truth 
was  fully  admitted  by  him,  when  the  Sufpenfion  bill  was  prepared* 
The  fufpenfion  of  any  law  was  admitted  to  be  the  higheft  a6l  of  au- 
thority, which  the  Legiflature  of  this  country  never  delegates  to  ibi 
higheft  Magiftrates,  even   the  moft  infignificant  law  under  whidi 
the  fubjeft  lives  and  is  protefted  ;  afortioriy  a  law  upon  which  th« 
very  being  of  public  liberty  depended.     But  it  was  faid,  and  truly 
laid,  for  he  admitted  the  propofition,  though  he  denied  the  appItAi-' 
tion,  that  there  are  conjunftures  in  all  States,  in  which  laws  made' 
for  univerfal  proteftion   muft  yield  to  a  paramount  neceffity,  and  \ 
that,  as  Blackftone  fays,  the  nation,  in  fuch  cafe  of  imminent  nc- 
ccflity,  parts  with  its  liberty  for  a.ftiort  feafon  to  fecure  it  for  evefi 
The  exiftence  of  this  paramount  neceffity  was,  therefore,  affumed 
by  the  Minifter  in  the  laft  feffion  of  Parliament ;  when,  after  having 
advifed  Kis  Majefty  to  arreft  the  perfons  and  to  fcize  the  papers  of 
many  of  his  fubjedJs,  he  farther  advifed  him'  to  fend  a  mcffap . 
to  that  Houfe  upon  the  fubjc<5l,  which  was  brought  by  the  Secfetarjr* 
of  State  on  the  i  ith  of  May  laft.  This  meffage  informed  the  Houfe, 
that  His  Majefty  had  difcpvcred  the  exiftence  of  a  traitorous  confpi- 
racy  to  hold  a  Convention,  which  was  to  fubvert  the  Government,' 
and  affumc  to  itfclf  all  the  fun<aions  of  Parliament.      He  faidj  that 
he  read  the  terms  of  the. meffage,  to  fticw  that  the  Houfe  did  nof 
fufpend  the  Habeas  Corpus  a6t  upon  a  vague  undefined  fufpicionrf  | 
a  conjedural  confpiracy,  but  upon  what  appeared  to  it  to  amount  ttk 
fufficicnt  evidence  of  a  diftinft  fpecific  trcafonable  confpiracy  againt 
the  Government :  not,  as  Mr.  Windham  had  ftated  iU  a  general 
fufpiclon  of  undefined  danger  from  feditious  libellers  or  difturbcrs^ 
the  peace,  but  a  pofitive,  accurately  delineated  and  defined  confp^ 
racy,  to  hold  the  Convention,  which  was  to  f^ifpend  the  fun6Hcto 
of  Parliament.     His  Majefty's  meffage, '  and  the  papers  it  refenw 
to,  were,  in  confequencc  of  it,  referred  to  a  Secret  Committee; 
'that  Secret  Committee,  by  its  Report,  publifhed  the  evidence,  anff 
declared  the  exiftence  of  the  fame  defined  fpecific  ^confpiracy :  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  moved  for  the  fufpenfion  of  dj*! 
Habeas  Corpus,  on  the  fame  fpecific  ground  ;  and  tlie  preamble  w, 
the  a6t  itfdf  recited  its  exiftence. 
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•  The  Habeas  Corpus  i&  thtri  ftood  fufpended  to  tfie  i  It  df  Fcbni- 
not  as  to  a  day  that  had  arty  tiling  particular  in  it ;  not  as  an 
in  the  country  ;  but  as  to  d  period  witliiri  which  the  Houfe 
ted  that  what  had  happened  would  take  place ;  viz;  that  the 
ter  contained  in  the  Reports  on  ex  parte  evidence  would  be  con- 
ned or  negatived,  and  explained  in  the  judicial  proceedings  fot 
I  motion  by  the  Houfe  in  confequence  of  its  anfwer  to  the  Crown. 
Attorney  General's  dut}',  therefore,  under  all  thtfe  cirdum* 
was  to  fet  the  criminal  law  in  motion— to  point  it  to  the 
made  by  the  Houfe— judicioufly  to  prepare  the  charge,  ju- 
5ufly  to  feleA  the  moft  proper  criminals  upon  the  evideiKe,  and 
\  to  arrange  the  evidence,  that  the  grand  jur)',  and  arfterwards  the 
r  jury,  fliould  have  the  full  view  of  all  that  the  two  Houfes  had 
The  indidment  was  therefore  prepared,  and  ably  pre- 
to  meet  the  whole  cafe,  and  accurately  purfued  the  views  of 
rliament ;  and  it  charged,  therefore,  as  the  crime,  the  confpi- 
cy  to  hold  diis  fpecific  Convention  for  the  traitorous  purpofes  af- 
by  the  Reports.     The  qucftions  of  fad^,  therefore,  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  jury,  were,  whether  the  defendants  compafTed  and  ima- 
l  the  Kirk's  death  ?  and,  whether,  iri  purfuance  of  that  traitor- 
;  purpofe,  diey  confpired  to  hold  a  Convention,  which  Conven- 
["&«  ihould  afTume  the  funftionsLof  Parliament  ?  and,  whether  they 
Cofifpired  to  provide  arms  for  that  tndtofous  purpofe  ?  and,  whether 
thqr  publiifhed  the  various  papers  publifhed  in  the  Reports,  with 
Ac  traitorous  purpofe,  /-  e.  either  to  hold  a  Convention  for  the 
traitorous  purpofes  charged ;  or,  to  levy  war  and  rebellion,  gene- 
rally againft  the  King  ?  The  Grand  Jury,  which  lat,  like  the  Houfe 
rf  Commons,  oil  ex  parte  evidence  only,  found  the  bill.     Indeed 
they  were  difFerendy  circumftanccd  from  every  other  Grand  Jury : 
fcr  diey  had  before  found  the  bill  by  their  reprefentatives  in  Par- 
Sament.    And,  indej)endendy  of  that  1^1  fiftion,  they  were  bend- 
ing beneath  the  authority  of  the  King,  and  the  two  Houfes.  of  Par- 
liament ;  whofe  pre-judgment  had  loaded  the  prefs  for  months  to- 
jedier.     And  upon  this  charge,  with  greater  difficulties  to  ftrugglc 
yn&i  than  he  ever  recollefted  in  his  private,  pradice,  the  parti^s^ 
woe  put  upon  their  trials.     They  fevered  in  their  defence^,  and 
<he  Cbwn  had  its  eledion,  whom  it  would  try  firft ;  and  Hardy 
in»  fixed  upon,  on  every  principle  which  could  guide  profefllonai 
Dentin  the  exercife  of  a  great  public  duty :  for  he  might  be  faid  to 
be  privy  to  what  he  callal  the  whole  body  of  the  evidence.     The 
cafe  of  Hardy  was  opened  by  the  Attorney  General,  who  had  been 
anadivc  Member  of  the  Houfe  during  the  conjunAure  which  led 
(ofte  trials,  and  a  Member  of  the  Secret  Committee ;  who,  be« 
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fides,  attended  the  King's  Miniftcrs  affcmbled  in  Council ;  who 
tvis  prefeht  at  all  examinations ;  and  ivho,  added  to  thefe  advan- 
tages, had,  he  believed,  infpeded  and  ftudicd  every  paper  the 
moft  remotely  connedled  with  the  caufe ;  and  who  was  more  maftcr 
of  all  their  bearings,  than  he  could  have  fuppofed  the  human  mind 
capable  of  containing,  above  all  learned  and  intelligent  men,  upon. - 
fuch  trafti  as  this  Houfe  had  fet  it  to  work  on.  Mr.  Erfkinethcn 
faid,  that  he  was  prepared  to  ftcw,  by  the  fequelof  the  proceedings, 
that  the  juries  by  their  verdids  had,  not  merely  by  probable  infer-* 
ence,  but'  almoft  direftly  and  technically,  negatived  the  cxiftencc 
of  the  confpiracy,  upon  which  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas.  Corpus 
avowedly  was  founded.  In  order  to  cftablifli  this,  he  faid,  that 
t\\t  Attorney  General  had  divided  the  caufe  into  three  branches  z 
Firft,  Whether  the  treafonable  confpiracy  charged  by. the  Reports, 
and  which  was  made  the  foundation  of  the  indiftment,  exifted  at 
all  in  any  body  ?  Secondly,  Whether  the  prifoner.  Hardy,  had  a 
Iharc  in  it  ?  Thirdly,  What  was  the  legal  confequence  of  the,eftab- 
liihment  of  thefe  two  propofitions  of,fadi?  On  offering  the  firft 
br!anch  of  the  evidence,  he  (Mr.  Erfkine)  had  objected  to  reading 
the  writings,  and  proving  the  afls  of  a  great  number  of  pcrfons 
fcattered  throughout  the  kingdom ;  moft  of  whom,  indeed  moft  of 
whofe  exiftences,  w^ere  unknowa  to  Mr.  Hardy.  HeL  had  infified, 
that  the  connexion  between  the  acftors  and  writers  with  the.  prifoner  ] 
Ihpuld  firft  have  been  eftabliflxed,  before  the  minds  of  the  jury,  (faould 
have  been  afFeded  by  their  adlions  or  their  writings.  He  did  not, 
he  fold,  mean  to  argue  that  point,  or  to  confider  its  legality :  It 
was  enough  for  him,  which  was  every  thing,  to  the  prefent.purpofe, 
that  it  was  over-ruled  by  the  Court,  becaufe  it  let  in  the  whole  e\'i- 
dence  which  the  Houfe  had  coUefted — every  thing  in  bodiRepotts< 
and  a  hundred  times  more:  All  that, any  man  in  any  fociety  in 
England  or  Scotland,  profeffing  die  objefts  of  reform^  had  done, 
or  written.  Or  faid  ;  even  the  whole,  or  the  moft  material  part  of 
the  evidence  agaiilft  Watt,  at  Edin&ur^ ;  "Wjtt,  the  fpy  gf  Go* 
Vemment,  who  was  hanged  to  fet  the  thing  a-goirg.  If  the  pri-r 
foner's  counfel  had  prevailed  in  their  objedion,  it  might  have  been 
fai^,  with  fome  air  of  truth,  that  the  jury  had  not  before  them  all 
the  materials  for  judgment,  which  had  been  before  the  Houfe :  or^ 
if  any  technical  legal  objection  had  been  fuccefsfully  made,  to  the 
relevancy  or  admiflibility  of  any  part  of  the  Report,  the  fame  thing 
might  have  been  faid :  Or  if  it  had  been  laid  before  the  jury  alto 
intuitu  ;  if  it  had  been  offered  as  proof  of  a  criminal  difpofidon  in 
the  prifoner  Hardy,  and  not  of  a  general  confpiracy,  the  feme  plau- 
^le^^gumeht  might  have  .bee!i  employed  j  but  he  undertook  to 
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firft,  Ait  the  whole  Report,  or  as  much  of  it  as  the  Attor- 
Oencral  thought  fuitable  to  the  putpofe,  was  received  in  evi- 
:tf  the  trial,  that  no  objection  prevailed  againft  it,  and  that 
was  given  in  evidence  dircflly  and  technically  to  cftablifli  the  very 
tion  predicated  by  the  Houfe  in  its  Report ;  fo  much  fo, 
t  the  Chief  Jufticc,  following  the  arrangement  of  the  Attorney 
neral,  «xprefsly  and  repeatedly  ftated  to  the  counfel  and  the  jury, 
fcat  the  general  evidence  was  not'  evidence  which  could  zffcA  the 
^ifoner,  unlefe  afterwards  brought  home  to  him  ;  but  that  it  was 
leceived  to  eftabliftx  the  exiftence  of  a  confpiracy,  without  which 
])e  could  not  have  confpired,  viz.  A  confpiracy  to  hold  a  Conven- 
tion for  the  fubverfiori  of  thc^Conftitution,  which  the  indidment 
ffaarged  ;  the  identical  fpecific  confpiracy  affcrted  in  the  preamble 
of  the  fufpending  ftatute,  founded  upon  the  Reports  of  the  two 
Houfes  of  Parliament.  It  was  plain  from  this  view  of  the  trials, 
which  no  man  could  deny,  that  the  major  prbpofition  of  fad,  with- 
out which  neither  any  fccondary  matter  of  faft,  as  affefting  the  in- 
dividual, or  any  matter  of  law  for  the  Court  to  confider  of,  could 
''?rife,  was  the  belief  of  the  jury,  that  a  general  confpiracy,  fuch  as 
the  indictment  charged,  exifted  fomewhere.  The  Lord  Chief  Juf- 
tice  had  c^prefsly  put  the  caufe  in  that  way  in  ruling  the  admiffi- 
bility  of  the  general  ^evidence  on  Hardy's  trial.  He  faid,  that  there 
Were  two  quefHons  of  ftw^,  and  a  legal  conclufion,  if  the  fadls  ren- 
dered any  1^1  G(MiGlufion  neceflaiy :  Firft,  whether  the  confpiracy, 
as  chaiged,  exifted  at  all ;  and  feeondly,  whether  Hardy  was  party 
to  it ;  and  thirdly,  what  was  the  legal  confequence  if  the  two  pro- 
pofitions  of  fad  were  cftabliftied.  If,  faid  the  Court,  addrefling 
the  prifoner's  counfel,  the  iuiy  are  ijot  convinced  of  the  firft,  cadet 
quefiioy  your  client  is  not  rcfponfible,  there  is  no  matter  of  fadl  for. 
^ppiiqation  to  the  prifoner,  and  no  law  for  me  to  deliver.  This 
fiatemcnt  jvas  undoubtedly  corred,  fince  the  only  way  that  the  de- 
bated queftion  of  treafon  6ouia  arife  was,  whether,  the  exiftence  of 
'the  confpiTacy,  chaiged  by.  the  indi<ftment,  if  found  by  the  jury, 
did  amount,  either  by  inference  of  law,  or  irrefiftiblc  conclufion 
itom  fa<ft,  to  a  compaffing  of  the  King's  death  ?  Mr.  Efflcine  faid, 
he  built  this  argument  upon  the  foundation  of  juftice  to  the  Attorney 
General,  which  he  willingly  rendered  ;  for  he  never  contended  that 
athoulknd  libels  on  Parliament  put  together,  could  amount  to  the 
Clime  chaiged  ;  nor  the  ndoft  feditious  intention  of  approaching  Par- 
Uanajent'by  feditious,  riotous,  tumultuous  affemblies ;  but  only  that 
if  the  prifpners  eontemplited  utterly  to  fubvert  the  whole  conftitu- 
tional  authorities,  including  the  King's  prerogative,  thereby  deftroy-r 
iq^4^  regal  officii  ithich  no 'King  was  likely  to  furvive,  that  thi§ 
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was  a  compaffing  the  King's  death,  •without  any  evidence  of  a  dircfl 
confpiracy  againft  his  perfon.    Whether  this  be  law  or  not,  is  ludkily 
wholly  and  abfolutely  irrelevant  to  the  view  he  meant  to  take  of 
this  queftion ;  and  therefore  he  protefted  againft. giving  the  Houfo 
any  jurifdiaion  upon  it  in  this  pofture  of  debate,  for  very  obvioua 
reafons.    He  had  already  delivered  his  opinion  on  the  fubjeft  ;  and 
though  he  by  no  means  agreed  that  an  advocate  was  bound  in  his 
own  perfon  for  any  ftatement  of  the  law  as  counfel  at  the  bar  (a  cu-» 
rious  and  a  dangerous  propofition  for  the  country),  yet  he  did  volun-r 
tarily  and  folemnly  now  declare  that  his  opinion  did  go  along  with 
all  that  he  delivered  upon  the  trial  on  the  fubjeft,  and  that  he  be- 
lieved it  wa§  an  opinion  which  no  argument  nor  any  length  of  time 
would  change.    ♦  This,  he  faid,  was  a  mere  digreflion,  as  it  would 
be  folly  to  fuppofe  that  the  Houfe  (hould  fupport  his  opinion  in  oppq^ 
lition  to  that  on  which  it  had  flaked  its  charafter  with  the  country ; 
and  he  was  therefore  ready,  for  argument's  fake,  to  fuppofe  Ae  law 
to  be  as  the  Houfe  had  declared  it ;  and  that  upon  the  matter  before 
the  Houfe,  when  viewed  ex  parte  only,  that  there  was  a  rcafonablo 
'  ground  for  believing  in  the  fuppofed  confpiracy ;  becaufe  ftill  the 
queftion  before  the  Houfe  returned  back  in  its  genuine  fhapc,  vix. 
Whether,  after  the  judicial  inquiry,  which  the  Houfe  always  in* 
tended  (hould  decide  the  queftion,  and  which  could  alone  decide  it, 
the  confpiracy  which  the  Houfe  had  believed,  and,  for  argument's 
fake,  had  reafonably  believed,  on  viewing  one^de  of  the  evidence, 
could  now  be  conftitutionally  believed  and  afted  upon,  after  deci- 
fions  founded  upon  the  view  of  both  ?  To  decide  this  queftion  with 
incontrovertible  force,  he  (aid,  that  it  was  clear  to  demonftrarion 
that  the  jury  could  not  have  acquitted  Hardy  upon  any  other  princi- 
ple upon  earth,  confiftently  with  common  honefty  and  common  fci|fe> 
than  upon  the  utter  difbelief  of  the  exiftence  of  the  major  propofition 
of  fe£t,  /.  e.  of  a  confpiracy,  fuch  as  the  indidment  chargfed,  cx- 
ifting  at  all.     Whoever  would  read  the  Attorney  General's  open* 
ing,  which  was  publiftied  by  Mr.  Gurncy,  would  fee  this  illuftratcd 
with  great  force.     The  Houfc  could  not  complain  that  its  caufe  was 
not  wholly  and  entirely  laid  before  the  jury-;  for  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral, purfuipg  the  views  of  the  Houft,  maintained,  and  with  great 
ability,  firft,  that  a  confpiracy,  fuch  as  was  charged,  to  fubvcrt  the 
Government,  aftually  exifted,  and  that  the  whole  body  of  the  cti- 
dence  manifeftpd  that  fpecific  confpiracy ;  fecondly,  that  Hardy  was 
a  party  to  it ;  apd.laftly  the  conclufion  of  law,  which,  as  he  had 
obferved  already,  could  not  arife,  till  both  the  fa£ts  ftood^eftaUift*^ 
as  a  foundation  for  it. 

The  Attorney  General  having  maintained  the  iriajor  propofition^ 
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67  hying  before  the  jury  the  whole  mafs  of  the  Reports,  wiA  a  va- 
riety of  other  matter,  the  benevolent  invention  of  fpies,  felons,  and 
niifcreants,  next  pnx:eedcd  to  maintain  that  to  which,  he  confeflcd, 
hcfawthen,  and  faw  now,    no   poflible  anfwer,  viz.  that,   if  the 

'  confpiracy  exifted.  Hardy  was  neceflarily  involved  in  it ;  and  he  ne- 
ver (hould  forget,  if  he  were  to  live  for  ages,  the  emotion  of  his 

.  mind  upon  this  part  of  the  argument,  which  he  always  confidcred 
to  be  invulnerable.  He  had  faid  at  the  moment,  to  his  worthy 
and  learned  affociate  Mr.  Gribbs,  that  if,  {looping  under  the  pref- 
furc  of  prejudice,  or  diftrafted  by  the  extent  of  the  materials,  the 
juiy  ftiould  be  led  to  fuppofe  that  a  general  confpiracy  exifted,  for 
which  undoubtedly  there  was  not  the  fmalleft  foundation,  the  guilt 
of  Hardy  was  a  mere  corollary,  and  certainly  it  was ;  for,  take  out 
the  correfpdndence  of  Hardy  from  the  evidence,  and  the  whole  fabric 
vaniflied  like  an  enchantment.     He  was  fecretary  of  the  moft  ac- 

'  tive  and  bold  focicty  ;  he  was,  in  faft,  its  founder ;  he  compofcd 
its  original  inftitution  ;  he  was  the  firft  mover  to  the  Convention  in 
Scotland  ;  he  was  the  firft  mover,  alfo,  to  the  holding  of  that  fecond 
Convention,  the  confpiracy  to  hold  which  was  the  charge  in  the  in- 
difhnent.     Whatever  was  done,  he  did  ;  whatever  was  known,  he 
knew :  whatever  was  in  contemplation,  he  contemplated.     If  there 
was  a  confpiracy,  he  unqueftionably  confpircd.     Mr.  Erfkine  faid, 
it  fell  to  his  lot  to  open  the  cafe  of  this  unfortunate  man,  and,  if  hcT 
had  known  what  he  ftiould  have  then  felt,  he.  would  have  ftirunk 
hack  from  it ;  not  fibm  the  difficulty  of  the  cafe,  for  he  thought  that 
nothing,  but  from  the  load  of  prejudice  that  hung  about  it.     His 
learned  coadjutor  and  himfelf  having  the  fame  opinions,   and  being 
lefolved  to  '^urfue  the  fame  courfe,    they  had  indeed  but  one,   and 
(hat  was,   to  grapple'with  the  exiftence  of  the  confpiracy ;.  for  al- 
though he  did  not  rafl:ily  and  madly  admit,  that  the  cftablifhment 
frf  the  conipiracies  neceflarily  involved  Hardy,  yet  he  never  fct  about 
Ac  denial  of  it,  becaufe  there  were  jbme  propofitions  which  no  pru^ 
jdent  advocate  would  urge:  if  he  urged  it,  he  muft  have  loft  all 
.a«dit  with  the  hoi^eft  and  judicious  men  who  were  to  decide  upon 
his  client's  life  and  deathy     This  was  fo  much  the  cafe,  that  the 
Chief  Juftice,  in  fummingup,  divided  the  caufe  mtotwo  branches, 
as  it  had  been  before  divided  upon  the  arguments  for  admitting  the  ^ 
evidence  ;  and'told  the  jury,  that  the  principal  queftion,   and  which 
was  a  mep5  unmixed  matter  of  fait^  was  die  tonfpiracy  as  charged, 
and  Hardy-s  ihare  in  it ;  and  after  having  fummcd  up  the  general 
cvidehce,  *  he  faid,  he  wa^  forry  to  lay,  that,  if  that  evidence  fatif- 
fied  them  that  a  Convention -was  intended  to  be  held  for  the  purpofes 
^laigcd^  tfic  prifpner  ftopd  in  an  awful  predicament ;  fof  hp  not 
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oniyftoed  implicated  in  the  larger  part  of  it,  but  that  it  had  beat 
fbut  feebly  utged  by  his  counfel  that  he  was  not.  The  judge  faid 
true  :  We  forbore  to  urge  it,  becaufe  we  knew  that  it  was  iK>t  tcn- 
jablc  ground.  As  little  rcliancp  had  we  upon  the  Jaw  as  we  ftated 
it ;  for,  though  we  were  -firmly  convinced  that  the  defence  was  in* 
vulnerable  in  point  of  law,  not  only  by  the  ftatute,  but  even  by 
^1  the  authorities,  yet  we  did  not  expe(a  diat  the  jury  would  pre^ 
fcr  our  ftatement  as  advocated  to  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  whe- 
ther well  or  ill  founcled  ;  but  wer  looked  to  the  great  (hect-anchor  of 
the  caufe,  viz.  The  grofs  falfehood  and  abfurdity  of  the  fuppofed 
.confpiracy,  on  which  we  replied,  and  on  which  we  prevailed.  The 
jtiry,  after  retiring  a  very  (hort  time,  pronounced  Mr.  Hardy  not 
guilty,  to  the  very  general  fatisfaflion  of  the  Public,  as  it  was  at 
Icaft  generally  ucderftood,  and  the  Court  adjourned  for  fome  days. 
On  the  trial  of  Mr.  Home  Tooke,  the  Chief  Juftice,  fo  far  from 
bringing  into  doubt  or  queftton  the  propriety  of  the  former  vcrdift^ 
jrcmindcd  us  that,  in  point  of  technical  form,  the  verdifl  (hould  b^ 
proved ;  and  nothing  was  hinted  from  Bar  or  Bench,  that  th^r^ 
vas  dje  fmalleft  caufe  of  diffatisfaQion.  Mr.  Home  Tooke  being 
of  the  Conftitutipnal  Society,  moft  of  the  addreffcs  to  Paine,  rela- 
tive to  France,  were  broi^ht  home  to  him  ;  yet  they  were  found 
to  be  perfedtly  confident  with  an  attachment  to  the  forms  of  our 
Government :  And  why  were  they  not  ?  How  can  it  be  inconfiftent 
with  the  fubje6i  of  a  free  Government,  to  congratulate  another  na- 
tion for  afl'erting  its  freedom,  though  in  a  diflTimilar  form  ?  When 
ihall  weigct  rid  of  bugbears,  which  are  conjured  up  for  our  difgrace 
^d  our  deftrudlioii  ?  The  acquittal  of  Mr.  Tooke,  he  next  faid, 
^as  a  mpft  important  place  to  reft  in  the  matter  before  the  Houfe  i 
it  was  a  great  aera  in  the  proceedings  ;  in  his  own  opinion^  quitQ 
decifive  of  what  the  Houfe  ought  to  do  that  day.  |n  order  to  ftate 
what  was  done  with  precifion,  they  muft  look  firft  to  fee  who  tho 
pcrfons  indiifted  were,  and  what  was  the  diredt  evidence  againft  them« 
The  Attorney  General  had  properly  fixed  on,  as  defendants,  thofe 
who  had  taken  active  fteps  as  Members,  conferring  and  co-operat- 
ing tcftsrards  the  lidding  the  Convention  ;  for  the  only  perfons  com- 
prehended in  the  eonfplracy  were  the  Members  above  mentionedj(- 
and  Mr.  Hardy,  the  Secretary  to  the  Correfponding  Society. 

On  Mr.Tookc's  acquittal,  Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  Holcroft,  Mr-  Kydd, 
and  Mr.  Bonijey,  the  only  indided  members  of  the  Conftitutional 
Society  1^  were  difchargpd  by  ccMifent ;  and  at  that  period  that  their 
evidence  might  be  given  for  the  next  prifoner.  On  what  principle 
were  thefe  four  gentlemen  difcharged  ?  Upon  two  principles  only  J 
\>y.  t.wp,  be  meant  two  uniting  together.     Firft,  tl^at  Mr.  Horn^ 
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Tooke  washoncftly  and  juftly  acquitted ;  cUc  his  acqrittal  generated ' 
no  concluiioa  in  favour  of  others,  who  ftood  in  a  iimtlar  predk^- 
meit.     Secondly,  that  he  being  innocent^  they  could  not  be  gailty; 
And  the  leafon  was  obvious ;  for  they  were  engaged  in  the  fantrc 
objeft,  be  it  good  or  evil.     The  only  remaining  prifoners  under  * 
Ais  indidbncnt,  were  Mr.  Thclwall,  and  the  other  five  members  * 
of  the  Correfponding  Society,  who  were  ^members  ofthe  fame*  com- 
mittee, of  co-operation.     And  on  the  trial  of  Mr.  Thelwall,'  the^ 
chief  juftice  found  the  acquittal  of  Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr.  Tdoke,  and' 
the-others  acquitted  by  confent>  direvftly  in  his  way :  he  faid,  the 
chief  jufticc— for  none  of  the  jury,  nor  any  of  the  audience,  ever' 
entertained  a  moment-s  d6ubt  on  any  part  of  the  cafe.     And  to  be 
toe,  the  confcquence  of  the  acquittals  was  irrefiftiblc:  for  how 
could  one  individual  be  confpiring  with  others  acquitted?     And 
how  could  their  innocence  and  his  guilt  Hand  confiftent  ?     How  ^ 
could  the  two  focieties  be  innocent,  wlio  appointed  traitorous  com- 
mittees for  traitorous  purpofes,  and  who  received  traitorous  reports,' 
if  they  were  traiKnK)us  ?     And  how  could  twelve  perfons  meet  for 
the  exprefs  purpofc  of  fubvertingthe  Government,  and  yet  fix  of 
them  (hould  not  know  what  five  of  the  others  contemplated  ?     And 
yet  this  (hameful  farce  was  kept  up  at  an  expence  ruinous  to  indi- 
viduals, until   it  was  fairly  beat  'down  by  the  honeft  cnthufiafm 
and  indignation  of  a^)eopfe,  which  it,  in  a  manner,  roufed  as  fix)m 
a  deep  ileep.     It  only  remained  to  fee  how  all  thefe  proceedings 
affeted  the  cafe  before  the  Houfe.    They  had  fufpended  the  Habeas 
Corpus  a£l  on  the  affumed  exiftence,  on  ex  parte  evidence^  of  "a 
fpficific  confpiracy  detailed  with  the  greateft  accuracy  ;  and  they  had 
fui^nded  it  for  Ac  purpofe  of  judicial  trials.     They  had  not  con- 
vifted  one  man  in  England,  and  they  had  made  the  country  a  fcenc 
of  triumph  at  their  defeat. — Did  they  mean  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe 
to  go  on  with  the  new- profecutions  to  eftablifti  this  confpiracy  to 
botd  a  Convention  ?     If  they  fiid.yes,  let  them  ftate  the  progrefst 
^ho  were  the  criminals  ?     What  were  their  numbers  ?  and  why 
arj  they  not  now  ready  for  trial  ?     But  fuppofing  they  meant  to  go 
on,  and  were  ftil!  unprepared  for  trial,  the  Habeas  Corpus  a  A  had 
no  operations  on  treafon  which  would  afFoSt  the  cafe  ;  they  might 
poftpone  the  trial,  under  the  wife  exception  provided  in  the  Habeas 
Corpus  adJ>  that  the  prifoner  (hall  Vi(A  be  bailed  or  difcharged, 
th(High  not  brought  to  trial  in  the  ordinary  courfe,  provided  it 
appears  upon  oath  that  the  witneffes  for  the  crown  are  abfent.  Sup- 
P^^flilg,  therefore,  tliat  individuals  were  ftill  (ufpe(aed  of  or  charged 
with  treafon,  or  even  with  this  fpecific  treafon,  now  that  the  matter 
ltt»  been  fo  fully  and  fairly  invcftigated,  why  cpuld  they  not  be  pro- 
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cecded  upon  according  to  law,  widiout  a  total  fufpertflon  of  the  libcr-i 
ties  of  the  whole  nation  ?     Why  cannot  individuals  be  brought  in- 
this  as  in  any  other  cafe  to  jufticc,  without  arming  the  crown  with 
a  dangerous  authority,  which  hs  minifters,  in  fome  of  the  ftagcs  of 
fubordination,  would,  in  the  nature  of  things,  abufe,  and  which  could 
not  be  vindicated  upon  any  principle  of  general  utility  or  fafcty  ?  He 
codd  not  help  thinking  that  this  argument  preffed  more  than  is  con* 
ceded,  when,  notwithftanding  the  acquiefcence  of  the  crown,  the 
verdidls,  without  being  conftitutionally  queftioned,  were  fought  ta  . 
be  difcredited  ;  and  becaufe  that  could  not  be  done  with  efFeft,  the  • 
very  trial  by  jury  itfelf  was  to  be  brought  into  difrepute.     The  ho-  • 
nourable  gentleman  who  had  fpoke  laft  (Mr.  Windhaiir),  iriftead  of  > 
fpeaking  to  the  queftion,  had  deliberately  defended  himfelf  s^nft 
the  attacks  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  feemed  to  think  every  body  bound 
ta  fubfcribe  to  his  acquittal  upon  his  bare  word :  for  he  had  called 
no  witneffes,  not  even  to  his  charafter,  which  was  his  principal, 
defence.     He  did  not  wifli  to  queffion  the  honourable  gentleman's 
defence,  even  under  thcfe  circumftances.     How  much  more  then 
fliould  he  I'efpedl  the  cafes  of  men  who  had  called  witnefles,  and  . 
who  had  been  acquitted  by  their  coimtry !     He  was  forry,  he  faid/ 
to  fee  thefe  peevifli  obfervations  in  that  place,  not  becaufe  they  af- 
fefted  the  trial  by  jury,  the  value  of  which  was  too  deeply  rooted 
in  the  hearts  of  every  Englifliman  to  be  impaired  by  any  obferva* 
tions,  but  becaufe  it  brought  the  Houfe  of  Commons  into  difrqpute, 
which  was  already  but  too  much  funk  in  the  cftimation  of  the 
people.     This  confideration,  he  faid,  led  to  the  only  remaining 
topic,  the  policy  of  rejcding  the  motion.     Was  this  a  time,  he 
faid,  for  us  to  alSront  and  teaxe  the  people  with  groundlefs  jealoufies? 
We,  their  fervantsand  thcirreprefentatives — if  we,  inftead  of  fit- 
ting here,  the  popular  branch  of  Government,  to  protedl  them,  charge 
them  with  vague,  unfounded  confpiracies,  take  care  that  the  charge 
is  not  reverberated  on  us.     Above  all,  let  us  attend  with  prudence  r 
to  the  prefent  csdamitous  conjuncture.    If  in  confequence  your  ene-  < 
mics,  whom  you  afFeft  to  defpife,  with  whom  you  will  not,  whonij  , 
it  feems,  you  cannot  treat  with — if  they  fliould,  as  perhaps  they 
may  be  in  a  fliort-feafon  upon  our  coafls  to  invade  ns — ^if  the  pre- 
fent fyftcm  continues,  who  is  to  defend  the  country  ?     Who  but 
this  infulted  people  whom  you  calumniate  ?  ,  The  people  only,  can  * 
do  it,  and  they  only  will  do  it,  as  they  feel  an  intereft  worth  the 
exertion.     Let  the  right  honourable  gentleman  attend  to  the  maxim 
happily  expreflfed  by  the  poet,  and  no  lefs  happily  applied  by  hi* 
great  father  to  the  cafe  of  alienated  America ; 
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f  Be  to  their  virtues  very  kind. 
Be  to  their  faults  a  little  blind  ; 
Let  all  their  ways  be  unconfinM, 
And  clap  a  padlock  on  their  mind.*'   ' 

Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  faid,  that  before  he  entered  into  the  gp- 
ueral  queftion  which  had  been  brought  under  the  coniideration  of 
Ae  Houfe,  he  wiihed  to  guard  them  againft  a  fallacy  and  mifap- 
prehcnfion  which  had  arifai  from  the  popular  defcription  of  the 
ad  in  (^ueftion,  and  of  other  a<£ts  of  a  fimilar  nature.  They  had 
been  called  Sufpenfions  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  A£i  ;  but  that  title  was 
^  no  means  applicable  to  them,  in  the  extent  in  which  it  had  been 
sppUed,  and  he  hoped  the  Houfe  was  fenfible  that,  while  certain 
gentlemen  were  ftating  that  the  palladium  of  Englifh  liberty  was 
ddb:x}ycd  by  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft,  that  only 
one  fingle  daufe  of  that  mod  excellent  a6t,  that  was  applicable  to 
the  offence  of  high  treafon,  had  been  in  faft  fufpended  ;  all  the 
reft  of  that  valuable  aft  was  left  untouched,  and  in  the  full  poffcf- 
&>n  of  the  people  of  thb  country,  as  mudi  as  if  no  fuch  a(^  as  th^t 
of  the  laft  feffion  had  ever  taken  place.  The  aft  of  laft  feffion 
fofpended  that  claufe  by  which  perfons  indiftcd  for  high  treafon 
were  entitled  to  be  tried  within  a  limited  arid  precife  time.  If 
Minifters  had  ufed  the  power  conferred  upon  them  by  that  aft  ille- 
gally and  wantonly,  and  had  deprived  tho.fubjefts  of  this  country  . 
of  their  liberty  widusat  any  probable  cauf^i,  he  had  no  difficulty  to 
fete,  as  a  lawyer,  that  the  perfons  fo  treated  would  have  an  aftion 
of.  falfe  imprifonment.  Whoever  abufed  that  power,  and  malL- 
<i)ufly  and  without  probable  caufe  deprived  a»fubjeft  of  this  country  ' 
of  his  liberty  on  a  charge  of  high  tr»fon,  was  amenable  to  the  law$ 
of  England.     The  remedy  provided  by  thofe  law*  was  not  afFefted 

.  fcy  any  thing  in  the  prefent  aft  ;  and  on  the  contrary,  it  would  ap- 
pear to  be  a  great  aggravation  for  any  Minifter,  afting  under  th« 

1  power  ^X)nferred  by  this  bill,  to  violate  the  truft  repofed  in  him, 
and  raalicioufly,  and  without  any  probable  caufe,  to  deprive  a  fub^ 
Jeft  of  England  of  his  liberty.    It  had  been  moft  induftrioufly  ftated. 
Oiit  of  doors,  that  by  the  Habeas  Corpus  fufpenfion  bill,  sjU  the  < 
fi^ts  and  liberties  of  EnglUhmen  had  been  furrendetjed  into  the 
kands  of  Minifters.     For  what  purpofe  thofe  mifcreprefentations 
had  been  made,  was  bcft  known  to  thofe  who  had  made,  them.     He^ 
fiiUyand  entirely  acquitted  his  honourable,  and  learned  friend  (Mr. 
Erikine)  of  every  thing  of  that  fort.     The  queftion  for  their  confi- 
deratlon  was,  whether  there  was  any^thing  Yiow  before  the  Houfe. 
to  induce  them  to  repeal  that  aft  before  the  time  afSgned  for  its 
expiration.     That  muft  depend  on  one  or  other  pf  jhefe  two  que- 
Vn.XUr,  T  •  o- 
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ftions — ^Whether  there  was  any  thing  to  fatisfy  that  Houfc,  that 
they  had  originally  pafled  the  aft  under  any  miftakc  of  the  then 
exifting  circumftances,  or  whether  any  thing  had  palTed  lince  that . 
time  that  had  removed  the  original  ground  upon  which  the  ad  was 
founded.     With  refpcdl  to  the  firft  point,  fo  little  had  been  at-  " 
tempted  to  impeach  it,  that  it  feemal  there  was  nothing  to  anfwcr 
upon  that.     Many  circumftances  clearly  fhewed,  that  when  the 
fufpenfion  aft  pafTed,  there  did  exift  an  urgent  and  wdghty  neceflity 
which  was  ftated,  and  which  he  .agreed  ought  to  take  place  before 
any  part  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  adl  ought  to  be  repealed.     An  ui^gent 
and  weighty  neceffity  aftually  did  exift,  and  there  had  no  argument 
been  advanced  tolhew  that  it  did  not.     It  remained,  therefore,  to 
enquire  whether  there  had  any  thing  occurred  which  had  done  away 
that  ground,  which  had  been  decided  upon  by  the  wifdom  of  Parlia- 
ment.    Upon  that,  hardly  any  thing  more  was  to  be  faid  dianupon  . 
the  former  point.     It  was  neceflary  for  thofe  gentlemen  who  moved   ; 
for  the  repeal  of  the  fufpenfion  bill,  to  fhew  to  the.  fatis£»ilion  d(  j 
the  I^oufe,  either  thatvno  confjnracy  exified  at  all,  or  if  it  had 
exifted,  that  it.had  now  been  completely  done  away,  and  ceafed  t6 
exift  at  that  moment.     The  gentleincn  on  the  other  fide  of  thc» 
Houfe,    and  particularly  his  honourable  and  learned  friend,  had 
boldly  ftated,  that  the  late  trials  at  the  Old  Baileyhad  d^proved  the, 
exiftence  of  a  confpiracy.     He  faid  he  was  ver}^. mudii  furpriied  at;, 
the  language  he  had  heard  receding  the  effedi  of  the  verdids  di- 
Juries.     He  believed  that  no  man  who  heard  him  had  an  high^^ 
refpe£k  than  he  lor  that  inftltutk>n ;  but  he  was  very  far  from  think- 
ing that  the  inftitutipn  of  Juries  would  either  be -advantageous  tn-  ' 
individuals  or  to  the  general  adminiftration  of  juftice,.if  the  verdi^^ 
of  Juries  were  to  be  attended  with  thofe  cffe<9s  which  had  been 
ftated  by  fome  gentlemen.— -It  came  to  this  general,  propoftdon) 
that  by  the  verdidt  of  acquittal  of  a  Juryi  the  innocence  of  a  party . 
acquitted  was  con^let^y  and  for  ever,  and  in  all  cafes,  eftabliflied 
beyond  all  doubt  and  controverfy.     That  was  a  proposition  to  which  • 
he  could  not  agree  ;  and  notwithftanding  the  high  language  of  his . 
honourable  and  learned  friend  (Mr.  Erikine),  notwithftanding  the 
fuppofed  infult  to  the  prifoners  that  had  been  acquitted,  notwtth^ 
fianding  the  furprize  exprefted  by  fome  peifons,  he  could  never 
agree  with  his  honourable  and  learned  friend  that  it  was  not  confii* 
tutional,  tliat  it  was  hot  decent,  that  it  was  not  proper,  whenever^ 
the  occafion  ihould  occur,  even  to  arraign  the .  verdiA  of  a  Jurfi 
in  thatJioufej  whenever  the  truth   and  juftice  of  the  cafe  iboQM' 
w^arrant  it,    and  whenever  that  enquiiy  became  neceiTaiy,  for 
Ae  decifipn  of  the  queftion  u»dcr  deliberation.      If  tbitt  W» 
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what  was  to  become   of  the  fuperintcnding  power  of  Parlia- 
nt ;  of  that  power  which,  by  the  Conftitution,  was  lodged  in 
cm  for  corredting  the  abiifes  of  every  part  of  the  adminiftration 
F  juftice  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft  ?     What  was  to  become  of 
contTOul  of  Parliament  over  corrupt  judges,  to  impeach  them^ 
verdifl:  of  a  jury  was  to  weigh  down  the  rights  of  Parliament? 
I\e  controul  of  Piarliament  was  the  only  remedy  provided  by  the 
iftitution  for  foppreflling  the  corruption  of  judges,  as  well  as  for 
wng,  as  much  as  poflible,  every  dcfe<ft  in  every  pant  of  the 
iiniftration  of  juftice.  If  it  was  done*  on  juft  grounds,  and  with 
cency,  it  was  the  duty  of  every  Member  of  Parliament  to  point 
all  fuch  abufcs.  At  the  fame  time  the  learned  Serjeant  admitted, 
:  if  it  was  done  on  frivolous  and  weak  grounds,  a  man  muft  ex- 
Eyofe  himfelf.     But  to  fay  that  it  was  not  orderly,  that  it  was  not 
oper,  that  it  was  not  conftitutional  to  arraign  in  that  Houfe,  the 
nproper  condudl  of  any.perfon,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  who 
concerned  in  the  executive  or  judicial  Government   in  the 
untry,  excited  his  fqrprize.     He  faid  he  held  himfelf  perfedly 
:  liberty,  and  he  laid  in  his  claim  without  the  Jeaft  referve,  that 
'  he  thought  the  verdids  in  queftion  were  reprehenfible  in  any  ret 
if  he  thought  they  were  corrupt,  he  held  himfelf  perfe<9Iy  at 
to  fay  fo  to  thab  Houfe  ;  there  was  nothing  in  the  cafe  that 
lied  on  him  for  that ;  there  was  nothing  before  the  Houfe  that 
I  ;adled  on  him  to  arraign  the  verdidls  of  the  late  juries  at  .the  Old 
.-Sailey,  becavife  the  principles  of  the  adminiftration  of  criminal  ju- 
[  office  gave  the  fulleft  reputation  to  all  the  confcquences  which  had 
l4iKn  attempted  to  be  drawn  from  thofe  verdidls.     His  honourable 
i  VDd  learned  friend  had  very  properly  ftated,  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
|i'J&e  grand,  jury  to  interpofe  between  the  Sovereign  and  the  fubje<ft, 
f  ^  prevent  the  fubjeft  being  vexed  and  harraffed  with  a  frivolous 
i  fiofecution.~What  was  the  duty  of  a  Grand  Jury  ?      In  the   firft 
Ij/bc^j  they  ought  to  be  clearly  fatisfied,  that  the  charge  ftated  in 
y^  indidlment  preferred  to  d\em,  exijted.     On  that  point,  it  wag 
I 'Ac  duty  of  the  Grand  Jury  to  have  clear  and  fatisfadory  evidence, 
TJijftcrwife  they  were  not  faithful  to  their  oaths.     They  ought  net 
lb  prefent  ^y  criminal  to  be  tried,  till  they  were  fatisfied  the  offenct 
['•tdbigcd  cSfually  exiftedy  and  had  been  committed  by  f<me  body. 
r'^Anodierdiing  of  which  they  ought  to  be  fatisfied,  was  «<?/ that  the 
,  IperfoA  charged  was  guiityj  but  that  the  exiftaice  of  the  offence  being 
[':  «ftabli(bed,  ihere  was  a  prob^le  grourid  laid  for  charging  the  parti- 
liflalr  perfon  with  it,  againft  whom  the  indl(Stment  was  preferred, 
J  Aat  there  was  fuch  a  reafonablc  prefumption  of  his  jguilt  as  to  maki9 
.  i^  %ariivpfoper  to  put  him  on  his  trial,  ir^'  order  to  account  for  hii 


140  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1795. 

conduct  before  a  jury  of  his  country.     The  bufinefe,  thetefore, 
of  a  Grand  Jury,  was  to  fee  that  the  crime  defcribed  in  the  indict- 
ment, had  an  exiftence  in  the  country,  and  there  muft  alfo  be  % 
probable  prefumption  of  the  guilt  of  the  perfon  named  in  the  indict- 
ment.    The  finding,  therefore,  of  the  Grand  Jury,  eflabliflied  two. 
propofitions,  (as  far  as  the  authority  of  their  opinion  could  decide) 
that  the  cmjpircuy  which  was  the  fubject  of  the  indictment,  had  an 
actual  exiftence,  and  that  there  was  probable  caufe  for  imputing  that 
Confpiracy  to  the  perfons  accufed.     The  next  coniideration  was  thd. 
Petty  Jury  in  contra-diftinction  to  the  Grand  Jury.     When,  in  a^ 
civil  cafe,  a  queftion  of  property  between  man  and  man  came  to  be 
djccided  by  a  Jury  in  a  Court  of  Juftice,  they  muft  decide  one  way 
or  another.     They  muft  either  give  their  verdict  for  the  plaintiff 
or  the  d^fertdant.     They  muft  form  a  judgment  on  die  evidencCjj 
and  according  to  its  preponderaney,  give  the  property  cither  to  the 
one  or  the  other.     But  if  the  Jury  were  fo  to  decide  in  a  criminsj 
cafe,  they  would  neither  do  juftice  to  tiie  prifoner  nor  the  public.  It 
is  they  duty  to  be  clearly  fatisficd  he  is  guilty  of  the  charge  againft 
him,  otherwifethey  ought  to  acquit  him.     It  was  not  enough  that 
there  was  a  preponderaney  of  evidence  againft  him.     He  did  not 
mean  there  ftioVild  be  demonftration,  becaufe  the  afiairs  of  human 
life  did  not  admit  of  that  fpecies  of  evidence.     But  if  there  was  a 
-  found  and  well-weighed  doubt,  that  ought  to  weigh  in  the  mind  of 
fober  and  difcreet  men,  their  duty  in  fuch  cafe  is  to  acquit  the  prifoner. 
Such  a  verdict  was  not  founded,  as  in  a  civil  cafe,  on  the  prepon- 
'dcrancy  of  the  evidence,  but  on  a  reafonable  doubt  of  the  guilt  of 
the  defendant.     This,  he  iaid,  was  not  only  the  general  law,  but 
that  was  the  explanation  of  the  law  given  to  the  Jury,  who  found 
the  verdicts  in  queftion,  by  the  learned  Judge,  Chief  Juftice  Eyre, 
who  prefided  at  the  late  StateTrials.     But  there  was  another  prin- 
ciple in  the  criminal  law  of  England,^  to  wit,  humanity,  an4 
according  to  that  principle,  it  was  held  to  fee  better  for  the  admi- 
niftraitiori  of  juftice,  that  twenty  guilty  perfons  fhould  efcapc  the 
punifKAient  of  the  law,  than  that  one  innocent  perfon  (hotild  be 
puniftied.     Did  not  that  very  principle  prcfume,  that  twenty  guilty 
perifons  might  be  properly,  honourably;  and  judicially  acquitted? 
The  proppQtion  itfelf  impliesi  it ;  and  He  admitted  it  was  better  for 
the  public  aind  for  humanity,  as  well  as  for  the  adminiftiation  of 
criminal  juftice.     This  was  a  nuixim  of  the  law  of  England,  and 
every  man  of  generous  and  honourable  feelings  went  along  with  it. 
This,  theni  being  the  niature  of  Criminal  proceedings,  and  thi« 
being  the  principle  of  the  criminal  law  of  England,  was  it  poffiUc 
ip  contend  a3  a  general  principle,  confiftcnt  with  ctMnmon  ^\ 
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that  a  vefdi6l  of  acquittal  was,  in  die  mind  and  confoenoe^  a  proof 
of  the  innocence  of  the  party  acqmtted.  It  was  inconiiftent  with 
tjbe  rules  of  criminal  law,  and  of  criminal  juftice.  But  the  refuel 
rf  the.  verdiS  of  acquittal  was,  the  reftoring  the  party  acquitted  to 
all  legal  purpofcs,  in  all  legal  confequences,  to  the  condition  of  an 
innocent  man.  Prom  the  circumftance  of  being  acquitted,  the 
party,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  was  innocent,  as  to  life,  liberty,  and 
property.  As  far  as  the  law  could  protect  him,  he  wa^  exempted 
irom  all  the  legal  confequtnces  of  guilt.  That^  and  that  only,  wa# 
Ac  general  efFeft  of  a  verdift  of  acquittal. 

His  honourable  and  learned  friend  had  ftated,  that  there  were 
three  propofitions  for  the  coniidcration  of  the  Court  and  Jury,  at  the 
late  trials.'    ift.  The  exiftence  of  the  confpiracy  ;    ad.  Whether 
Ac  perfons  indiQcd  were  guilty  of  it  j  and,  3d,  The  law  <x\  the 
fubjea.     His  honourable  and  learned  friend  (Mr.  Erflcine)  had  . 
contended,  that  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury  muft  have  given  their 
ycrdid  on  the  firft  of  thefe  proportions,  on  finding  that  no  confpi-» 
Tacy  exifted.     The  learned  Serjeant,  however,  did  not  .fee  very 
clearly  how  his  honourable  and  learned  friend  could  know  that  the 
Jury  drew  their  inference  from  one  propofition,  which  might  have 
been  equally  drawn  from  all  the  three  propofitions.    Unlefs  the  Jury 
themfelves  had  explained  from  which  of  the  three  propofitions  thqr 
iiad  drawn  the  conclufion,  the  learned  Serjeant  thought  he  was  bet-^ 
tcr  aiithorifed  to  argue,  that  the  Jury  founded  their  verdidl  on  the- 
propofition  that,  in  their  minds,   the  evidence  was  not  broug|it 
home  to  the  different  pf  ifoners.    His  honourable  and  learned  friend 
had  ftated,  with  a  confiderable  degree  of  confidence,  that  on  the 
frft  trial,  in  h.is  judgemei)t,  it"  was  impoflible  to  acquit  on  any  other 
ground  than  a  doubt  of  the  exiftence  of  that  confpiracy.     If  that 
had  been  fo,  they  would  not,  he  conceived,  have  been  entering  on 
ihat  difculTion  that  day.     He  begged  the  Houfe  to  attend  to  what 
^ould  have  been  the  probable  confequence,  if  his  learned  friend  had 
diftiniftly  fitted  that  before  the  Jury.     It  \yas  ftated  both  by  the 
Bar  and  the  Bench,  that  there,  was  firft  the  general  evidence  to 
pitvc  the  exiftence  of  a  confpiracy,  but  thajt  yfis  not  fufEcient,  un- 
lefs it  was  brought  hoipe  to  the  prifoners.     That  being  the  ground 
ftated  to  the  Jury,  the  e^iftenqe  of  the  confpiracy  \pas  a  preliminary 
qucftion.    If  it  had  been  the  opinion  of  the  learned  Judge,  that  the 
exiftence  of  the  cprrfpiracy  \yas  not  proved,  would  he  Ivavc  fuiftred  the 
time  K^'the  Court  and  the  Public,  for  y^eek^  after  it  ^.a.^  eAabliftied, 
•te  be  wafted,  if  there  were  no  grounds  of  a  confpiraqy  againft  any 
body  ?   If  there  had  been  any  doubt  of  its  exiftence,  the  Jurie$ 
fOQld  not  have  been  kept  day  after  day,  and  night  after  nighf. 
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ftom  their  ftmilies,  till  they  had  gone  through  the*  whole  body  of 
the  evidence,  if  no  ground  .for  a  confpiracy  had  exifted.     It  would 
have  been  abfurd  to  have  made  a  long  inquiry,  whether  Mr.  Hardy 
-was  guilty  of  a  confpiracy,  if  no  confpiracy  ever  exifted.     If  it  had 
ibeen  the  opinion  of  the  Jury  that  no  c6nfpiracy  had  exifted  after 
the  evidence  was  gone  through  on  two  of  the  trials,  would  they 
have  confidercd  for  upwards  of  two  hours,  whether  the  defendants 
were  guilty  or  not  ?   If  they  had  been  fatisfied  the  confpiracy  did  not 
cxtft,  they  would  not  have  fpcnt  a  moment  on  fuch  a  confideration. 
If,  on  the  trial  of  Mr.  Hardy,  they  had  found  no  confpiracy  exifted, 
that  would  have  been  an  anfwer  to  the  indidment  brought  againft 
Mr.  Tookc,  and  yet  he  was  five  days  on  his  trial ;  which  proved, 
4o  a  dcmonftration,  that  the  Jury  believed  in  the  exiftence  of  a  eon- 
/piracy  fomewhere,  fince  they  had  fpent  fo  long  a  time  in  inveffi- 
jgatii^  whether  Mr.  Tooke  was  guilty  of  it.     With  rcfpecl  to  all 
jhe  arguments  that  had  been  advanced  by  his  honourable  and  leained 
■friend,  to  ihew  the  prifoners  could  not  have  been  properly  acquitted, 
unlefs  the  Jury  were  fatisfied  that  there  wzs  no  confpiracy,  they  had 
made  a  very  ftrong  imprcftion  indeed  upon  his  inind.     He  had 
treated  that  point  very  ably  ;  and,  notwithftaiuling  the  vcrdifls  of 
three  Juries  in  favour  of  the  innocence  of  thefe  gentlemen,  his  ho- 
liourable  and  learned  friend  had  gone  a  great  way  to  convince  him 
of  their  guilt.     Thpugh  it  was  not  his  inclination,  (becairfe  it  did 
not  appear  to  be  a  ncceflary  pjirt  of  hi$  duty)  to  arraign  the  verdifls 
of  the  Juries,  he  by  no  means  felt  himfelf  bound  to  fupport  Aem, 
if>  by  the  arguments  of  other  gentlemen,  they  were  proved  to  be 
erroneous.     Had  his  learned  friend,  in  his  zeal  for  difproving  the 
cxiftence  of  a  treafonable  confpiracy,  fucceeded  in  proving  to  die 
Houfe,  that,  if  fuch  a  confpiracy  did  exift,  it  was  impcffible,  coq- 
fiftent  with  the  evidence,  to  have  acquitted  hig  clients  from  haying 
had  a  principal  fliare  in  the  guilt : — had  (faid  the  learned  Serjeant) 
his  friend  who  fpoke  laft,  fuccefsfuUy  eftabliflied  that  prppofitioh;— 
And  ftiould  it  happen,  that  the  Houfe,  judging  from  undiluted  h&s, 
;and  written  evidence  which  could  not  deceive,  ihould  ftill  remain 
clearly  convinced  of  the  t^uth  of  the  confpiracy  in  queftioni— What-r 
ever  conclufion  might  be  drawn  from  thefe  two  propofitions,  i^ 
ftated,  againft  the  verdids  of  the  Juries,  his  learned  friaid,  ^ 
not  hinifelf,  muft  be  anfwerable '  for  that  conclufion.     The  Houfe 
muft  decide  for  itfplf,  wliether  it  would  abide  Isy,  or  renounce  the 
opinion  declared  in,  its  own  Reports :  Whether,  a<Sng  in  its  de- 
liberative capacity,  and  poffefling  an  equal  knowledge  of  the  fafls, 
it  would  give  up  its  own  judgcmcm  to  that  of  any  Jury,  hoiPew 
^relpeaable  it  might  be.  .  '  *  '  V^rioaTp        - 

'      *  ■  ^-  '  ■      Digitized  by  VjOOQIc 
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If  was  not  an  immaterial  circumftance  that  it  was  now  admitted 
ty  thecounfel  for  the  prifoncrs,  who,  though  few  in  numberi  wens 
^*eat  and  rcfpc<Jtablc,  that  all  the  fefts  oh  which  the  two  Houfes  of 
Farliament  had  grounded  their  Roports  had  been  fully  eftablifticd 
fcff'  l«gal  evidenec,  and  he  would  venture  to  fay,  by  evidtnce  vWeh 
Jnul  been  uncontradided.     His  honourable  and  learned  friend  hiA 
obfervcd,  although  the  iz&s  ftatcd  in  the  Reports  were  admitted^ 
Aat  die  jury  had  negatived  the  cohclufion.    This,  the  learned  Ser^ 
jeant>  for  thfe  reafons  he  had  before  given,  utterly  denied.     But 
fof^fing  for  a  moment  that  it  were  fo ;  fuppofe  a  jury,  admitting 
all  the  h&s  on  which  Parliament  had  formed  a  deliberate  judge- 
ment, (hould  have  thought  fit  to  draw  an  oppofitc  conclufion,  was 
the  Houfc  quite  prepared  to  bend  to  that  decifion,  and  fumender  to 
the  VCTdifl  of  a  jury  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  whole  Lcgiflaturd 
of  the  kingdom }  Could  this  mode'  of  argument  be  fupported  on  the 
principles  of  common  decency  or  common  fenfe  ? 

The  learned  Serjeant  here,  in  oppofition  to  Mr.  Erfkine's  ftatc- 
mcnt  of  the  law  of  high  treafon,  contended,  that-  the  law  on  that 
fubjeft,  as  laid  down  at  the  late  trials,  was  that  which  had  been 
held  to  be  the  law  of  th«  country  from  the  time  of  Lord  Coke 
down  to  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Eyre.— Every  eleiftentary  writer  that 
had  written  on  the  fubjeft,  every  Judge  who  had  fat  upon  the 
Bench,'  had  uniformly  laid  down  the  fame  principles  upon  this 
pcunt. 

The  King,  in  his  polltUaly  ftill  more  than  in  his  natural  capa- 
city, was  the  obje6l  of  protedlion  in  the  laws  refpefting  treafon ; 
becade  it  was  in  his  political  exigence,  that  the  ftability  of  the  Go- 
vernment, the  public  tranquillity,  and  the  fafety  of  the  State,  were' 
raoft  immediately  and  effentially  involved.     A  diredl  and  exprcfs* 
defign  againft  the  natural  life  of  the  King,  was  therefore  not  neccf-* 
fary  to  be  prefumcd,  to  convi6t  of  high  treafon,  under  the  claufe  of 
tfae.fiatuCe  of  Edward  the  Third,  fca?  compajftng  the  King' s  deat}} ; 
but  «every  confjpimcy  to  overturn  the  eftablifhed  Government  and 
4^ir^  the  King,  every  meafare- taken  to  effeduate  that  purpofe,  was 
as  much  a  treafon  of  that  drfcription,  as  a  direct  attempt  to  affaf- 
fmatc  the  Sovereign  ;  in  (hdrt,  it  was,  in  contemplation  of  law,  an 
^rt  a3  of  CQWfaffing  the  Kings  death.     He  forbore,  he  faid,  ar 
piefent,  to  trouble  the  Houfe  with  citing  the  particular  authorities' 
upon  this  fubjcdt,  becaufe  no  authorities  had  been  cited,  nor  any* 
aiguments  adduced,  in  dire<S  fupport  of  the  contrary  propofition.^ 
Whicnevcr  gentlemen  fliould  choofe  to  come  forward,  he  was 'ready, 
enany  propar  occafion,  to  meet  them  upon  that  point. 
>  Thic  elocjuent  gcntlemap  who  introduced  themotion.for  the  re- 


144  Parliamentary  a.  1795^^ 

peal  of  the  Sufpenfion  Aft,  alkcd  if  it  was  high  trcafon  for  a  ntfrn- 
ber  of  men  to  meet  tqgcthev  bona  fide  for  die  fekc  of  a  Parliament 
tary  Reform? — God  forbid,  laid  the  learned  Serjeant,  that  anjf 
fuch  doflrinc  ftiould  ever  be  maintained  by  him,  or  any  Membef 
of  that  Houfe.  He  would  not  fay  that  thofe  perfons  who  had  really 
met  for  that  purpofc  were  cither  guilty  of  high  trcafon,  or  of  any 
other  offence ;  for  men,  confcientioufly  adling  on  the  convi£tiod  of 
their  own  minds,  to  purfue  a  temperate  reform,  by  legal  and  con- 
ftitutional  means,  might  be  innocent,  might  ?ven  be  laudable ;  but 
thus  much  he  would  fay,  that  no  means  could  be  legal  or  conftitu- 
tional,  but  fuch  as  were  fendlioned  by  the  Leglflature,  as  eftabliflied 
by  the  exifting  laws,  afting  in  the  manner,  and  according  to  the 
forms,  prefcribed  by  the  Conftitution.  And  it  was  not  by  the  ufe 
of  the  words  legal  and  conftitutional,  and  the  flimfy  pretext  of  t 
Parliamentary  Reform,  that  fuch  mcafures  as  thofe  men  h^d  dared 
to  adopt,  whom  an  honourable  gentleman  had  been  pleafed  to  re- 
prefcnt  merely  as  innocent  enthufiafts,  could  efcape  the  indignadon 
of  all  good  men,  or  ought  to  be  protefted  from  the  punilhment  of 
the  law. 

Here  die  learned  Serjeant  infifted,  that  to  fatisfy  every  unpreju- 
diced man,  that  the  profeffed  objedl  of  a  Parliamentary  Reform  was 
merely  a  coloured  pretext,  and  that  the  real  purpofe  of  die  populat 
focieties  lately  eftabliflied,  or  at  leaft  of  thofe  men  who  direfted. 
their  operations,  was  a  total  fubverfion  of  the  Conftitution  of  the 
country,  he  need  only  recall:  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  fomc 
leading  fa6ts  already  within  their  knowledge. 

The  firft  mode  of,  judging  of  their  intentions  which  he  pointed 
4ut  was,  the  books  which  they  diffeminated  with  fo  much  induftrjr^ 
and  recommended  with  fo  much  zeal,  to  the  perufal  of  their  coun- 
trymen. That  men  engaged  in  the  profecution  of  any  favourite 
defign,  would  recommend  thofe  publications  whicli  appeared  bcft 
adapted  to  their  views,  and  moft  likely  to  perfuade  others  to  concur 
in  the  fame  objects,  as  a  general  propofttibn,  was  too  plain  to  be 
denied.  That,  as  applied  to  the  cafe  in  queftion,  and  to  the  views 
of  thofe  confpirators,  which  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  had  fo  ftrc- 
nuoufly  endeavoured  to  palliate  or  excufe,  it  was  a  fair  and  candid 
rule  of  judging,  and  no  refinement  of  the  Crown  lawyers,  he  would 
appeal  to  their  own  aflbciates,  to  men  of  the  fame  defcri]^ion  with 
themfelves. 

The  Revolution  Society  at  Norwich,  in  a  letter  of  the  4tfi«f 

,May,  1792,  to  the  Conftitutional  Society  in  London,  exprefely  fay> 

"  The  opinions  and  principles  of  this  Society  are  befi  ixflaiwi 

**  by  an  appeal  to  their  litfrary  rej^ref^rUatives.'*  Now,  Sir,  (faid.A* 
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I  Jeamed  Serjeant)  who  arc  thofc  literary  reprcfcntativcs  ?  Here,  again, 
fliey  {hall  fpeak  for  themfelvcs — "  The  Rights  of  Man,  by  iTiomas 
**  Paine,  and  the  Advice  to  the  Piivilcged  Order,  by  Joel  Barlow, 
■  ^'  have  been  read  with  attention,  and  circulated  with  avidity."  Who- 
cv-er  will  read  the  proceedings  of  the  different  Societies  in  London^ 
Southwark,  Manchefter,  Stockport,  Leeds,  Derby,  Leicefter,  Bir- 
mingham, Warwick,  Briftol ;— in  (hort,  of.  all  the  popular  affiliated 
Societies,  formed  on  the  fame  Jacobin  model,  throughout  the  king- 
dom, will  find,  that  they  too  have  made  the  fame  eleflion  of  lite- 
rary reprefentatives ;.  and  that  no  reprefent3.tives  could  more  faitli- 
fuUy  have  fpoken  the  language,  or  maintained  the  principles,  of  their 
conftituents.      Is  it  not,  then,  fomewhat  Angular,  that,  in  all  the 
vrorks  of  thcfe  literary  reprefentatives  of  men,  who  haye  been  boldly* 
ftatcd  to  purfuc  no  other  objeA  but  a  Parliamtntary  Reform,  there 
fliould  not  be  found  one  fingle  word  recommending  that  as  a  defir-i 
able  or  pradlicable  objed.    But,  that  it  fhould  be  uniformly  treated 
as  a  meafure  impradicable  and  abfurd ;  not  only,  not  to  be  expedled 
from  the  L^iflature,  but  which  that  Legiflaturc  was  abfolutely 
incompetent,  in  point  of  authority,  to  effeft  ? 

Having  how  fecn,  Sir,  (continued  die  Serjeant)  that  the  dodlrine 
of  Parliamentary  Reform  is  not  that  inculcated  by  thefe  literary  re-^ 
prefentatives,  to  whom  the  Societies  have  fo  diftindHy  appealed,  for 
an  explanation  of  their  own  principles,  let  us  fed  wh^t  are  their  doc- 
trines. 

They  arc,^"  That  the  boaftedconftitution  of  England  is  a  jumble 
of  abfurdities  arid  contradictions,  a  mere  delufion  upon  the  people, 
equally  repugnant  to  liberty  and  common  fenfe.  That  England  has 
no  conftitution ;  and  that  nothing  can  deferve  that  name,  or  be 
confiftent  with  the  freedom  or  happinefs  of  mankind,  where  Arifto- 
cracy  is  tolerated,  or  Monarchy  fuffered  to  exifi."  Accordingly,  we 
find  the  fame  good  people  of  Norwich,  in  the  fame  letter,  delibe- 
ntely  afking  the  queftion,  **  Whether  the  generality  of  the  Socie- 
ties mean  to  reft  fatlsiied  with  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  plan  <?«//, 
or  whether  it  is  their  private  dejign  to  rip  itp  Monarchy  by  the 
roots^  and  plant  Democracy  in  its  Jiead  P'* 

The  learned  Serjeant  then  obferyed,  that  having  fecn  what  were 
Ac  tenets  of  thefe  Societies,  as  expreffed  by  their  literary  reprejen^ 
iatives  ;  the  next  mode  of  judging  of  their  defigns  was,  by  the  a/lies 
with  whom  they  chofe  to  affociate.  What  had  the  Jacobin  Club 
at  Paris,  what  had  the  National  Convention  of  France,  to  do  widi 
»  reform  of  the  Parliament  of  England  ?  Yet  thefe  were  the  model$ 
^hom  our  popular  Societies  chofe  to  imitate,  and  thefe  the  aUief 

LfnAi  whom  they  were  moft  eager  to  be  conneScd^ 
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On  the  I  ith  of  May>  1792,  the  Conftitutional  Society  in  Lon-j 
don  voted  an  addrefs  to  the  Jacobins^  by  the  ftyle  of  /*  Brothers. 
*^  and  fellow-citizerts  of  the  World  !"  The  language  and  fent^J 
ments  of  that  addrefs  were  worthy  of  the  perfons  who  ufcd  thenu 
and  of  the  perfons  to  whom  they  were  addreffed.  "  We  cannol 
**  conceive,"  fay  they,  "  a  more  diabolical  fyftem  of  Government 
**  than  that  which  has  hitherto  been  generally  pradlfcd  over  thfi 
*^  world."  They  tell  the  Jacobins,  "  that  it  would  have  given  ail 
*^  additional  triumph  to  their  congratulations,  if  the  equal  rights  of\ 
*'  man  had  been  recognifed  by  the  Governments  around  them,  and 
"  tranquillity  eftablijhed  in  all  \'  and  that  they  "  can  fee  no  mode  of^ 
**  defence  equal  to  tl)at  of  efiablijhing  the  general  freedom  cf  Europe!*^i 
Thefc,  Sir,  are  the  terms  in  which  thefe  friends  of  Parliamentary 
Reform  exhort  the  Jacobins  of  France  to  that  fyftem  of  profelytilii  j 
and  conquefts,.  wliich  has  deluged  the  face  of  Europe  with  blood,' 
and  fliaken  her  Governments  to  the  foundations. 

And  here,,  faid  he,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  they   did  not ; 
yet  think  fit  to  addrefs  the  National  Convention.     And  w^hy.  Sir,  I 
did  they  not  then  addrefs  it  ?  Bccaufe  the  Convention  had  not  yet  | 
ripped  up  Monarchy  by  the  roots.     There  was  yet  a  King  in  Franco. 
The  Monarch  formed,  as  yet,  at  leaft   a  nominal  branch  of  the 
conftitution  of  that  unhappy  country.     But,  when  the   revolution 
of  the  I  oth  of  Auguft  had  done   away  the  miferablc  remnant  of 
Royalty,  when  they  had  depofed  and  imprifoned  dieir  King ;  when 
the  hands  of  the  Jacobin  part)',  which  then  domineered  in  the  Con- 
vention, were  yet  reeking  with   the  maffacres  of  September,  and 
the  inftrument  of  death  was  thirfting  for  the  blood  of  their  Sove- 
reign^ then,  and  not  till  then,  the  Convention  became  an  objedof 
the  admiration  of .  our    innocent '  enthufiajhy  and,  on    the   iithof 
Oftober,  the  London  Corrcfpoading  Society  rcfolved  on  an  Addrcft 
to  the  National  Convention  6f  France.     Then^   and  not  till  theriy 
our  Englifh  refornKrs  tell  theni,   "  that  the  opprefled  part  of  man- 
*^  kind,  forgetting  for  awhile  dieir.own'fuffcrings,  feel  only  for 
*'  theirs,    and  with  an  anxious  eye  watch  the  event,  fervently  fup- 
"  plicating  the  Almighty  ruler  of  the  Univcrfc  to  be  favourable  to 
<^  their  caufe,   fo  intimately  blended  with  thejr  own"      Theriy  for  the 
Jirjl  timey  it  is  found  out  **  to  be  the  duty  of  Britons  to  countenance 
"  and  affift,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  the  champions  of  human 
**  happinefs,  and  to  fwear  to  a  nation^  proceeding  on  the  plan  they 
"  had  adopted,  an  inviolable  friendrnip.'*-     "  We  feel  ourfelves," 
fay  they,  *«  the  victims  of  a  reftlcfs  and  alUconfuming  Atiftocracy, 
<*  hitherto  the  banc  of  ever)'  nation  under  the  fun.      M^ljcly  have  >*'« 
^^/a6icd  iVi  expelling  it  from  France  j"  and  again,  *'  If  youfuccced, 
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as  we  ardently  wifli,  the  triple  alliance,  not  of  Crowns^  hut  of  the 
'j^opje  of  America,  Frarwje,  and  Britain,  will  give  freedom  to  Eu^ 
rope,  and  peace  to  the  whole  world.  Dear  friends,  you  combat 
for  the  advantage  of  the  human  race.  How  well  purchafed  will 
be,  though  at  the  expence  of  much  Llood^  the  glorious  privilege  of 
laying  Mankind  is  free  !  Tyrants  and  tyranny  are  no  more  T* 
Thefe,  Sir,  foon  after  the  depofition  of  the  King,  and  the  cvcr- 
rable  ntaffacres  of  September,  were  the  fentiraents  of  the 
idon  Correfpondlng  Society,  "  inftituted,"  as  we  are  told,  "  for 
fole  purpoje  of  promoting  a  Parliamentary  Reform." 
Glowing  as  is  the  language  of  aifedion  and  fraternity  contained 
this  Addrefs,  the  Houfe  cannot  but  have  obferved,  that  it  is  not 
tern  the  mere  didVates  of  pure  philanthropy,  and  difintcrefted  bcne- 
ilence  to  all  men,  that' they  "  fupplicate  the  Almighty  to  be  fa- 
iburable  to  the  caufe  of  the  French  Convention,"  but  becaufc  they 
nfider  it,  to  ufe  their  own  words,  as  "  intimately  bl^ded  with 
)iheir  oram.^^  Now,  Sir,  if  we  fuppofe,  as  it  is  plain  fonfie  of  their 
own  affociatcs  did  fuppofe,  that  the  private  dcfign  of  thefe  addreffers 
Vas  to  *^  rip  up  Monarchy  by  the  roots,  and  plant  Democracy  in 
**  its  ftead  ;''  to  depofe  their  King,  to  abolifli  Monarchy,  to  anni- 
lulate  the  Peers,  and  to  eilablifh  in  England  a  rcprcfcntative  Go- 
vernment, on  the  broad  bafis  of  liberty  and  equality,  as  explained 
attd  pradlifed  in  France,  it  is  not  difficult  to  conceive  that  they 
Vfight  coniider  the  caufe  of  the  French  Convention  as  intimately  blended 
with  their  own.  But  if  the  prof effed  obje6l  of  a  reform,  by  legal  and 
coaftitutional  means  in  the  mode  of  Parliamentary  reprcfcntation, 
was  the  true  and  only  purpofe  of  their  hearts,  what  the  National 
Convention  had  to  d6  with  that  objed^,  or  how  the  caufe  of  the 
ttic  could  be  blended  with  the  caufe  of  the  other,  I  muft  leave  (faid 
the  learned  Serjeant)  to  men  of  more  refined  ingenuity  than  myfelf,' 
to  make  out  to  the  fatisfadtion  of  the  Houfe. 

Be  that,  however,  as  it  may,  the  fa(ft  is  certain,  that  this  mea- 
furc  of  addreffing  the  National  Convention,  (fo  totally  irreconcile- 
able  with  the  profeffed  object  of  thefe  Societies,  but  fo  perfcdly 
confonant  with  the  exiftence  of  that  confpiracy  for  whicli  I  am  con- 
tending) appeared  to  themfelves  of  fuch  importance  to  their  own 
views,  whatever  thofe  views  might  be,  that  it  was  immediately 
adopted  by  the  other  leading  Society  in  London,  the  Society  for 
Conftitutional  Information,  and  made  the  fubjedl:  of  circular  ktiers 
to  all  the  popular  Societies  in  Great  Britain,  recommending  it  to 
their  imitation  ^s  a  meafure  mod  effential  to  thc;r  caufe.  Soon  af- 
ter^ on  the  2 1  ft  of  December,  a  Committee  of  Foragn  Carrejpon^ 
im  is  ap|)oint^d  j  their  proceedings  are  direded  to  be  entered  in  a 
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feparatc  book  ;  and  the  Deputies  fent  to  the  French  Convention,  irt 
t  language  not  liable  to  be  mifunderftood,  and  incapable  of  being 
explained  away,  but  in  a  language  fully  recognifed  and  adopted  by 
tlie  Societies  from  whom  they  were  deputed,  declare  "  that  they 
**  confider  the  example  of  France  as  having  made  revolutions  eafy  ;" 
and  "  that  it  would  not  be  extraordinary,  if  in  a  ftiort  time  the 
"  French  ihould  fend  addreffcs  of  congratulation  to  a  National  Gm- 
^^  vention  of  England  " 

As  a  farther  proof  that  the  real  objeft  of  thefe  popular  Societies, 
(notwithftanding  they  profcffed  to  be  inftituted  for  the  purpofe  of  pro- 
moting a  Parliamentary  Reform)  was  what  he  imputed  to  them,  Mr. 
Serjeant  Adair  next  adverted  to  the  declaration  of  the  Southwark 
Society,  inftituted  chiefly  by  Mr.  Thelwall,  in  which,  he  contend- 
ed, there  was  not  a  word  referable  to  a  reform  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, but  a  direft  avowal  of  Mr.  Paine's  principles  of  a  reprefen- 
tative  Government,  in  thefe  refolutions,  which  he  ftated  : 

"  That  equal  J  aSftve  citizenjhip  is  the  unalienable  right  of  all  men ; 
*'  minors,  criminals,  and  infane  perfons  excepted  ;"  and 

"  That  the  exercife  of  this  right,  in  appointing  an  adequate  r/- 
*^  prefentative  GoverniHenty  is  the  wifeft  device  of  human  policy,  and 
<'  the  onlyfecurity  of  national  freedom." 

He  argued  farther  in  fupport  of  the  fame  propofition,  from  the 
proceedings  of  the  Britiih  Convention  at  Edinburgh.  He  faid  be 
xrould  not  trefpafs  on  the  patience  of  the  Houfe,  to  whofc  indulgence 
he  was  already  fo  much  indebted,  by  entering  into  a  minute  detail 
of  thofe  proceedings.  He  inftanced,  however,  feveral  of  them,  all 
which,  he  contended,  accorded  with  the  idea  of  the  confpiracy  and 
dellgn,  for  the  exiftence  of  which  he  had  been  arguing  ;  but  none 
of  them  with  the  idea  of  a  real,  bona  fide  purfuit  of  the  objeS  of  a 
reform  in  Parliament ;  efpecially,  when  the  Houfe  would  recoiled, 
that  one  of  their  earlieft  refolutions  was,  to  renounce  all  future  appli- 
cations to  the  Legiflature,  on  the  fubjed  of  fuch  a  reform.  TJicy 
uniformly  imitated  the  ftylearid  manner  of  the  French  Convention  ; 
their  language  was  the  fame  ;  their  forms  of  proceeding  were  the 
fame  ;  their  committees  the  fame  ;  of  all  which  he  ftated  inftances  ; 
and  above  all,  he  contended,  their  principles  were  the  fame.  How- 
ever impotent,  however  infolent,  however  even  ridiculous  the  in- 
ftances of  their  affuming  a  legijlative Jlyle  in  their  proceedings  might 
appear,  yet  that  they  A/z^/ alTumed  it,  nobody  who  read  their  proceed- 
ings could  deny.  But,  of  all  their  adls,  that  which  moft  ftroi^ly 
developed  their  principles  and  defigns  was,  the  memorable  refolu- 
tion  ordered  to  be  inferted  at  the  end  of  their  minutes,  whereby 

they  folemnly  pledged  themfelvcs  to  each  other,  «  declaring,  bcfori 
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**  God  and  the  world,  that  they  would  follow  the  wliolcfome  example 
'*  of  former  times,  by  paying  no  regard  te  any  aif  which  ihould  mi- 
**  litate  againft  the  conftitution  of  their  country,  and  fhould  continue 
'*  to  aflemble  and  confider  of  the  beft  iticans  by  which  they  could 
**  accomplifh  a  real  reprefentation  of  the  people,  and  annual  eledttons^ 
"  until  compelled  to  defift  by  fuperior  force  ;"  and  they  refolved, 
*^  That  the  firft  notice  given  for  the  introduftion  of  a  Convention 
"  bill,  &c.  or  aiiy  bill  for  fhe  fufpenjion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  oB  ;  or 
■**  in  cafe  of  an  invasion,  or  the  admijjion  of  any  foreign  troops  VnYiTX-- 
"  ever  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  ;  all,  or  any  on$  of  thefe  calamir 
*^  tous  circumftanccs,"  fay  they,  "  (hall  be  a  ftgnal  to  the  feveral 
**  delegates  to  repair  to  fuch  place  asr  the  Secret  Vtmmtttee  of  this 
*^  Convention  Jhall  appoint.  The  firft  fevcn  members  Ihall  have 
**  pDwcr  to  declare  the  fittings  permanent  \  (hall  conftitute  a  Camen^ 
**  tion^  and  twertty-one  proceed  to  bufinefs." 

Thefe,  Sir,  are  declared  to  be  the  occafions,  and  this  the  man<« 
per  of  affcmbling  the  intended  Convention,  which  was  to  meet  for 
ihefsk  purpofe  of  efFefting  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  by  legal  and 
<Sonftitutional  means.  A  hoftile  invafion  of  thebittereft  enemies  of 
England,  the  declared  enemies  of  all  order  and  government,  was 
feleded  as  the  happy  opportunity  for  arranging  the  reprefentation  in 
l^arliament,  for  reforming  the  conftitution  of  the  kingdom.  Such 
was  the  favourite  moment,  to  be  eagerly  feized  on,  as  beft  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  views,  and  facilitate  the  defigns,  of  thefe  le- 
gal and  conftitutional  reformers. 

That  fome  defign,  fuppofed  by  the  confpirato;'s  themfelves  to  be 
dangerous,  was  meditating  about  this  time,  or  even  earlier,  in 
England,  is  manifeft  from  the  ftyle  of  their  correfpondence.  In  a. 
letter  of  the  25th  of  July,  1793,  from  the  London  Correfponding 
Society*  to  the  Societies  at  Norwich,  the  latter  are  exhorted  to  ac- 
«  tivity,  Jbut  above  all,  "  orderly  and  courageoufly  preparing  them- 
"  felves/J^r  the  event ;  for  (fay  they)  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe.that 
"  thofe  who  now  prey  upon  the  Public,  will  not  willingly  yield  up 
"  their  enjoyments,  nor  re-poffefs  us  of  our  rights,  without  afiruggk. 
"  It  may  be  advantageous  to  humanity  to  fhewthem,  that  theif 
"  opponents  are  neither  mob  nor  rabble,  but  an  indignant,  oppreffed 
**  people,  in  whom  is  not  yet  entirely  extin<ft  the  valour  of  their  fon^ 
''fathers:'  /       .        . 

Here  then  we  fee  plainly,  that  fome  perfons,  however  unwilling, 
vere  to  hcforced  to  yield  up  their  enjoyments  ;  that  fome  awful  event 
vas  looked  to,  for  which  they  muft  be  courageoufly  prepared^,  and 
afiruggle  was  td  be  expcfied,  in  which  they  might  have  occafion  to 
vaat^t  Valour  of  their  forefathers. 
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Need  I  fay  more.  Sir  ?  (continued  the  Serjeant)  Are  thefc  ex^ 
preflions  adapted  even  to  the  wildeft  plans  of  Payliamentary  Reform  ? . 
Wliat  courage  is  required,  in  the  exercife  of  the  fuppofed  rfghts  of' 
univerfal  fufFrage  or  annual  ele<^ion,  or  in  any  lawful  and  Itgal^^ 
means  that  could  be  taken  to  obtain  them  ?  Is  there  a  man  who, 
hears  me,  who  can  doubt  that  fomething  more,  and  fomethlng  elfc, 
was  intended  ? 

But,  Sir,  in  what  followed,  thefe  Societies,  cxafperated  arid  I 
difappointed,  by  the  prudence  and  vigour  of  Government,  in  the  •; 
difpcrfion  of  the  JScotch  Convention,  were  led  by  precipitancy  and  \ 
kfs  of  temper,  ftill  farther  to  throw  off  the  ma(k,  which  at  times  • 
fliey  had  continued  to  affumc.  Rejtftance  to  the  laws  became  now  ■ 
their  avowed  doBriru  ;  a  Conventiony  chofcn  by  them  and  their  aflb-  ; 
dates,  claiming  to  a&  as  the  Reprefentatlves  of  the  Natioriy  and  ^- 
Juming  the  power  to  redrcfs  their  grievances,  and  alter  the  cortjlitutiony  \ 
by  the  fovcreign  authority  of  die  Peoplq,  was  now  their  jprofeffed 
©bje<ft.  On  the  17th  of  January,  1794,  the  Conftitutional  So-  \ 
cicty  refolve,  "  That  lawceajes  to  be  an  obje^  of  obedience ^  when  it  • 
**  becomes  an  inftrument  of  oppreflion.'*  *^  That  we  fee  with  re-  j 
**  gret,  but  we  fee  without  fear,  that  the  period  is  faft  approaching, 
**  when  the  liberties  of  Britons  muft  depend'i^OT  UPON  RB  ason,  to  j 
**  vthich  they  have  long  appealed,  n©r  on  their  powers  of  expreffing  \ 
**  it,  but  on  their //7«  and  undaunted  refolution'to  oppofe  tyranny  ^jr  { 
**  the  fame  means  by  which  it  is  exercifed" 

\  Thus,  Sir,  the  Government  of  this  happy  country  is  reprefenterf 
as  a  tyranny  J  and  the  laws,  handed  down  by  our  anceftors,  are  ftated 
to  be  mere  inftruments  of  oppreffion,  no  longer  the  objects  of  obedi- 
tme;  and  thofe  liberties  of  Britons,  which  have  fo  long  been  the 
envy  of  the  world,  arc  boldly  affirmed  to  depend  not  upon  reafon, 
but  upon  the  refolution  to  oppofe  tyranny,  by  the  fame  means  by 
which  it  is  exercifed — hy  force. 

At  a  meeting  on  the  '2oth  of  January,  at  the  Globe  Tavern, 
fold  to  confift  of  near  2000  people,  fuch  do6^rines  as  thefc  are  ad- 
drefled  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  : — 

"  The  Irifti  Parliament,  and  the  Scotch  Judges,  actuated  by^ 
**  thd  fame  Engliih  influence,  have  brought  us  dir«ftly  to  the  point. 
*'  There  is  no  farther  ftep  beyond  that  which  they  have  taken. -^ 
**  H^e  are  at  ifjue*  We  muji  now  chufe  at  once  either  liberty  ar  fiti- 
^*  ijery  for  ourfelves  and  our  pofterity.  Will  you  wait  till  barracks 
^*  are  erefled  in  every  village,  and  till  fubfidized  Heflians  and  Ha- 
**  noverians  are  upon  us  ? — You  may  aflc,  periiaps,  by  what  means 
**  (hall  we  feck  redrefs  ? — ^We  anfwer,  that  men  in  a  flate  of  ci- 
•*  vilizcd  fociety  are  bound  to  feek  redreis  of  the  grievances  fwi^ 
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the  laws  ;  as  long  as  any  redrcfs  can  be  obtained  by  the  laws. 
But  our  common  Maftcr  whom  we  ferve,  (whofe  law  is  a  law  cf 
liberty,  and  whofe  fcrvice  is  pcrfeft  freedom)  has  tau^t  us  not 
to  expc6t  to  gather  grapes  from  thorns,  nor  figs  from  thiftles.— ^ 
»  We  muft  have  redrefs  froM  OUR  own  laws,  and  not  frcm  the 
laws  of  our  plunderers y  enemies^  nnd  9pprejjhrs,'^ 
Can  infords  contain  a  more  explicit  avowal  of  the  means  by  which 
cir  purpofes  were  to  be  efFefled  ?  They  muft,  have  redrefs  from 
icir  o^VN  LAWS,  laws  made  by  the  ufurped  authority  of  their  Dc- 
ites  in  that  Convention  which,  for  that  purpofe^  they  were  trca- 
hably  attempting  to  convene ;  and  not  from  the  laws  made  by  the 
tcj^flature  of  their  country,  as  by  law  eftablifhcd,  in  the  King, 
i-ords,  arid  Commons,  whom  they  fo  decently  and  refpedfuUy  de- 
ribe,  as  thtir  plunderers y'  enemiesy  and  oppreffhrs. 
The  refolations  founded  on  Aefc  do6^rines,  are  adapted  to  thfc 
'aoSrines  Aemfelves.  They  appoint  a  Committee,  **  to  watch  the 
^*  proceedings  of  Parliament,  and  the  adminiftration  of  the  Go- 
**  vernment  of  the  country,"  and  tliey  refolve,  that  on  any  of  the 
Emergencies  there  ft^ted  (fimilar  to  thofe  ftated  by  the  Scotch  Con- 
tention, except  only  the  cafe  of  invafion,  which  is  omitted).  ^*  the 
,»**  General  Committecfhall  iffue  fummonfes  to  the. Delegates  rf 
^'  each  divifion,  andalfo  to  the  Secretaries  of  •  the  idifferent  Socie- 
***  tics  affiliated  and  corrcfponding  with  this  Society,  forthwith  fo 
**  call  a  General  ConventiGn  of  the  Peophy  to  be  held  at  fuch  place, 
.  **  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  (hall  be  fpecified  in  the  fummonfes,  for 
'^*  the  pdrpofe  of  taking  fuch  meafures  into  their  confideration/' 

On  the  27th  of  March,  1794,  the  Correfponding  Society  de- 
clares the  immediate  necjeffity  of  calling  a  Convention  of  the  People, 
which  is  acceded  to  by  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information. 

A  Committee  of  co-operation  and  correfpondence  is  appointed  by 
both  Societies  for  carrying  that  obje(ft  into  effedl,  and  drruJar  let- 
ters arc  direfted  to  be  fent  to  all  the  popular  Societies  in  the  king- 
dom, inviting  them*  to  concur  in  the  tneafure. 

Thefe  letters  pontjiin  the  following  remarkable  paff^ge — **  Roufe 
,  "  then  to  one  exertion  more,  and  let  us  fhew  our  confcioufaefs  of 

**  this  important  truth if  we  are  to  be  beaten  down  with  threats, 

^*  profecutions,  and  illegal  fentences,  we  are  unworthy-*- we  arc 
'*  incapable  of  liberty,  ff^e  mujl  iycwever  he  expeditiousy  HeflSam 
**  arid  Auftrians  are  already  among  us  ;  and  ^it;^  tamely  fuhrmt,  ^^ 
"  chud  of  thefe  armed  Barbarians  may  ■  fhf^rtly  he  poured  In  upon  us- 
'*'  Let  mform  then  another  Brittjh  Convention.  We  have  a  central 
'**  fituarion  in  our  vie*^,  which  we  believe  would  be  moft  coftvcnfent 
"**•  for  tHc  whole  ifland,  but  which  wc  forbear  to  jnention,  (^atr«at- 


t$%  PARLIAMENTARY  A- 179*^ 

**  i^g  your  confidence  in  this  particular)  till  wc  have  the  anfwer  (if 
**  the  Socicdes^  with  which  we  are  in  correfpondcncc.'* 

Thcfe  expreffions  the  learned  Serjeant  ftated,  as  too  plain  to  ne^i- 
a  comment*  And  he  faid,  the  laft  proceeding  of  thde  dar^eroiile. 
and  infatuated  men,  to  which  he  fhould  at  that  time  call  the  pard-v 
cular  attention  of  the  Houfe,  was  the  meeting  at  Chalk  Farm,  gq^i 
the  1 4th  of  April,  1794.  '   - 

At  that  meeting,  among  other'^hings  fcarce  lefs  reprehenfible,.  ifci 
w&s  rcfolved,  "  That  any  attempt  to  violate  thofe  yet  remainin^f  i 
*^  laws,,  which  were  intended  for  the  fecurity  of  Engliflimen,  againft 
^*  the  tyranny  of  Courts  and  Minif^ers,  and  the  comipdon  of  de»  , 
**  pendent  Judges,  by  vefting  in  fuch  Judges  a  legiflative.  or  arbi-  ; 
**  trary  power  (fuch  as  has  been  lately  exercifed  by  the  Courts  rf ! 
**  Jufliciary  in  Scotland)  ought  to  be  confidcred  as  dijjolvtn^  entirely  \ 
^**  the  Jccial  compaSf  between  the  Englilh  nation  and  their  Govcr*  ! 
**  nors,  and  drawing  diem  to  an  immediate  appeal  to  that  incontro^  ' 
«*.  vertible  maxim  of  eternal  juftice,  that  Xh&fafety  cf  the  people  ]j^  \ 
^*  the  fupreme,  and,  in  cafes  of  neceffity,  the  only  law.  \ 

'  **  That  the  arming  and  difciplining  in  this  country,  either  wiVjJ  , 
**  or  without  the  conjent  of  Parliament y  any  bands  of  emigrants  an^ 
**  foreigners,  driven  from  their  own  country  for  their  known  attach-  ^ 
'*  ment  to  an  infamous  defpotifm,  is  an  outrageous  attempt  to  over 
'*  awe  and  intimidate  the  free  fpirit  of  Britons,  tofubjugate  them  /# 
'*  an  army  of  mercenary  cut-throat $y  whofe  views  and  interefts  muft 
^*  of  neceffity  be  in  diredt  oppofition  to  thofe  of  the  nadon,  and  that 
^*  no  pretence  whatever  ought  to  induce  the  people  to  fubmit  tO  iff 
^^  unconftitudonal  a  roeafure. 

**  That  the  unconftitutional  projed  of  railing  money  and  troops^ 
'*  by  forced  benevolences,  (and  no  benevolences,  coUefted  upc^i ' 
'*  rcquifition  from  the  King  or  his  Minifters,  can  ever  in  reality 
^*  be  voluntary)  and  the  equally  unjuftifiable  meafure  of  arming  one 
'*  part  of  the  people  againft  the  other,  brought  Charles  the  Firft  to 
/*  the  block,  and  drove  James  the  Second  from  the  Throne." 

Here,  Sir,  (faid  the  learned  gentleman)  the  principles  of  anarchy 
and  confufion,  the  diffolution  of  Government,  the  dodlrine  of  refift- 
ance  to  all  lawful  authority,  are  cxpreffed  in  terms  too  plain  for  the  ^ 
duUcft  to  miftake,  or  for  the  moft  fubtle  to  e;xplain  away.  The 
people  of  England  are  tdd,  that  by  the  mcafures,  alledged  to  have 
been  taken,  "  The  facial  compaSi  is  entirely  difjolved.**  Thofe  mca- 
fures are  reprefented  as  an  attempt  to  overawe,  the  free  fpirit  of  Bri^ 
ionsy^^ndfubjugate  them  to  an  army  of  mercenary  eut-throrts;  they 
are  exhorted  to  difregard  the  authority  of  Parliament,  and  uiged  ft> 
lui  immediate  appeal  to  that  maxim  of  eternal  juftice,  "  that  ^ 
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"  fafety  of  the  people  is  the  only  law."  And  the  example  of  the 
execution  of  Charles  the  Firft,  and  the  expulfion  of  James  the  Sc- 
mdy  are  falfcly,  wickedly,  and  treafonably  4icld  forth,  a^  refer- 
able to  circumftances  exifting  at  the  prefent  moment. 

The  Houib  of  Lords,  too,  haVe  their  (hare  in  this  audacious 
attack  upon  every  thing  conncfted  with  the  Government  and  Con- 
ftitution  of  the  country  ;  and  after  alluding  to  a  proceeding  in  tliat 
Hoafc,  they  ftate,  with  an  infolent  irony,  their  cgnvidlion,  "  that, 
"  when  properly  detailed,  it  will  have  a  confidcrable  efFeft  in  con^ 
"  vincing  the  country  of  the  true  dignify  and  utility  of  that  branch  of 
"  His  Majefiys  Parliament:' 

Thus  is  it.  Sir,  that  thefe  innocent  enthujiajisy  thefe  reformers  of 
the  Conftitution,  who  meant  nothing  but  a  Parliamentary  Reform.^ 
and  onlypurfued  a  laudable  obje£iy  with  a  little y  perhaps ^  of  indijcre- 
iicn.  Thus  is  it,  Sir,  that  they  exprefs  their  own  views  and  opi- 
nions. Thus  is  it  that  they  endeavour,  by  inflaming  the  minds  of 
others,  to  lead  them  to  concur  in  mcafures  which  their  cool  judg- 
ment would  abhor,  and  to  urge  them  (under  pretence  of  afferting 
rights  which  they  never  pofleffed,  and  regaining  that  liberty  which, 
thank  God,  they  have  never  loft)'  to  refift  the  laws,  and  overturn 
Ae  Conftitution  of  their  country.  And  (hall  we  again  be  told.  Sir, 
not  only  that  no  treafon  has  been  committed,  but  that  there  cxifted 
no  dangerous  or  criminal  confpiracy  of  any  kind,  nor  any  thing  but 
harmlefs  affociations,  for  the  purpofe  of  Parliamentary  Reform? 

The  honourable  gentleman  \vho  introduced  the  motion,  had  ar-* 
raigned  with  fome  afperity  the  conduft  of  thofe,  whoi  as  he  alledged, 
were  for  ever  introducing  exaggerated  piflures  of  the  difordcrs  that 
had  attended  the  French  revolution^  and  hid  reprobated,  in  an  un- 
ufual  ftyle  of  eloquent  declamation,  the  ufc  of  the  words  **  look  to 
the  example  of  France  T  which,  he  faid,-were  never  brought  forward 
but  to  inflame  or  miflead.  Whether  it  was  poflTiblc  for  any^  eloquence 
to  draw  ^n  exaggerated  pidlure  of  the  diforders  and  calamities  of  that 
fetched  kingdom,  the  learned  Serjeant  doubted;  but  he  doubted 
fill  more  the  wifdom  of  rejecting  the  ieflbns  of  prudence,  of  forefight, 
and  of  prevention,  which  were  fo  ftrongly  afforded  by  the  miferablc 
experience  of  our  neighbours,  or  of  overlooking  the  awful  warnings 
held  forth  by  die  fcenes  of  ruin  and  defolation,  daily  pafling,  as  it 
were,  before  our  eyes,  the  alternate  efFefts  of  the  wildeft  anarchy 
and  moft  ferocious  defpotifni. 

But  if  it  could  be  faid,  that  we  were  not  to  look  to  tSe  exampk 

of  France,  even  in  that  point  of  view ;  What,  faid  the  learned 

gentleman,  muftbe  the  undcrftanding,  w|):at  muft  be  the  principle% 

what  muft  be  the  feelings,  of  thofc  men,  who  can  look  to  the  tx 
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ajjipic,  as  ah  objeS  of  imitation  and  of  sttvy.  The  caufe  of  the  . 
Jacobins  of  France  has  been  a  continued  warfare  agaioft  bw  and 
property,  order  and  Government,  morality  and  religion.  The 
maffacrc  of  September,  the  deftrudlion  of  Lyons,  the  drownings  of 
the  Loire,  the  complicated  horrors  of  La  Vendee,  are  a  few  only 
of  their  meafureSf  uniformly  marked  with  the  charader  of  rapine 
*nd  of  blood.  The  annihilation  of  commerce,  the  deftru6lion  of 
agriculture  and  manufadlures,  the  depopulation  of  the  country,  and 
the  mifery  of  its  furviving  Inhabitants,  are  the  natural  efFefts  of 
the  Jacobin  fyftcm,  which  has  prevailed.  Yet  the  very  model  of 
the  Jacobin  Club  of  Paris,  and  of  its  affiliated  focieties,  was  Aat 
purfued  by  the  cOrrefponding  popular  focieties  in  Great  Britain,  and 
froixi  which  they  borrowed  their  Conftitution,  their  forms  of  pro- 
ceeding, and  in  many  inftances,  their  very  language.  Thefe  roeng 
fuch  as  I  have  defcribed  them,  and  the  Convention  over  which  they 
ruled,  and  which  they  made  at  once  the  inftrunient  arid  accomplice 
of  their  crimes j  are  addreffed.as  "  brothers  and  fellow  citizens  of 
*^  the  world!'*  "  The  chan^pions  of  human  happinefs,"  to  whom 
**  Britons  are  to  fwear  an  inviolable  friendjhip  ;"  and  their  caufe  19 
that,  to  which  the  framers  of  the  addrefs  I  have  mentioned,  have 
impioufly  dared  to  "  fupplicate  the  Almighty  rulerof  the  univerfe  to 
*^  be  favourable,"  and  which  they  have  chofen  to  confider  as  "  in- 
'i  timately  blended  with  their  own." 

Well,  therefore.  Sir,  may  we  look  ta  the  example  af  Frame y  as  ^ 
lyarmng  to  put  i^. upon  our  guard,  fo  long  as  there  is  a  man  to  be 
found. in  this  country,  who  looks  to  it  as  an  object  of  imitation. 
.  Having;  ftated  thcfe  qbfervations,  the  learned  Serjeant  alledged 
that  the  motion  of  thfe>  honourable  gentleman  for  the  repeal  of  the- 
§ufpenfion  bill,  could  only  be  fupported  on  one  or  other  of  thefe 
two  grounds — either  that  the  Houfe  had  been  deceived  or  miftaken, 
as  to  the  original  foundation  of  the  a<SV,  or  that  fuch  foundation  had 
been  done  away  by  fomething  that  had  happened  fince. 

On  the  firft  ground,  he  had  not  only  the  decided  opinion  of  the 
Houfe  itfeif,  founded  on  the  Reports  of  moft  refpcftablc  Conunit- 
txxs  of  both  branches  of  the  Legiflature,  but  all  the  faSfs  of  thefe 
Reports  had  fince  been  verified  by  legal  evidence,  and  remained  to 
this  moment  uncontradicted  ;  and  he  trufted  that,  independent  of 
authority,  the  recapitulation  of  a  few  only  of  thefc  fadls  had  con- 
vinced every  unprejudiced  mind,  beyond  a  poffibility  of  doubt, 
of  the  real  exiftence  of  the  confpiracy  ftated  in  the  bill.  He  had 
^ready  given  his  reafons,  why  theVerdids  on  the  late  trials  did  not 
appeiur  to  him  in  the  lead  degree  to  affe^l'that  part  of  the  queilion  \ 
ifi  th^rcfoi;ej  the  Farli^^ncut  had  deci^?4  the  exiftence  of  the  coiv* 
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^ratcy  ftatcd  in  the  bill  n  juft  and  fufficicnt  ground  to  (upport  the 
tneafare,^whcn  firft  agreed  to,  how  could  they,  confiftently,  vote  for 
a  repeal  of  tliat  bill,  before  the  time  of  its  expijation,  unlefs  fomt 
new  fsL&s  wfcre  ftated,  or  arguments  adduced  to  prove  that  the  con- 
fpiracy  has  teafed  to  exift.  The  learned  Serjeant  infifted  he  had 
heard  ik>  fdCh  fa6^s  Aated,  nor  any  fatisfaftory  arguments  to  that 
pcnnt.  Had  thefe  Societies  diffolvcd  thcmfelves  ?  Had  they  even 
^Sfcontinued  their  meetings  i  Had  they  altered  their  conftitutions  i 
Had  they  renounced  of  difavowed  the  principles  they  before  pro* 
fefled  ?  He  had  heard  none  of  diefe  things  alledged,  nor  did  he  think 
fuch  motions  as  the  prcfent  were  likely  to  prcxiuce  thofe  efFeds. 

If,  indeed,  thefe  verdi6ls  had  been  fufFered  to  produce  their  pro- 
ber eflfeit;  if  the  prlfoners  who  had  been  tried  fot  their  lives,  had 
ts&en  warmng  from  the  danger  they  had  efcaped,  to  dlfclaim  th« 
principles,  and  avdd  die  conduft,  which  had  led  them  into  it,  and 
exhorted  others  to  the  fame  by  their  own  example  ^  had  they  ex- 
preflfed  gratitude  and  veneration,  for  thefe  laws  they  had  before  tra- 
duced) the  benignity  and  candour  both  of  the  principles  and  admi-* 
fliibation  of  which"  they  had  themfelves  fo  eminently  experienced  ; 
had  they  told  their  fellow-citizens,  as  with  truth  they  might  hav# 
told  them,  that  they  ^ad  nothing  to  fear  for  their  liberties,  while 
Under  the  preteflion  of  fuch  laws,  and  while  thefe  laws  were  impar-^ 
tially  adminiftercd.  Had  this,  faid  he^  been  the  conduct  or  Ian* 
guage  of  themfelves  and  their  friends,  infteaid  of  triumph  and  eX^ 
ultation,  then  Parliament  might  have  been  led  to  think  that  the  ne*- 
ccflSty  which  had  originally  induced  them  to  confent  to  the  fulpen* 
fionof  the  Habeas,  \v^s  beginning  to  be  lefs  Cogent,  and  might  have 
liftened  with  a  very  fiivourable  ear  to  the  motion  which  was  then 
before  the  Houfe.  But  none  of  all  thefe  things  having  been  evet 
alledged  In  the  debate,  he  thought  hlmfelf  bound,  by  every  principle 
ofpublic  duty,  to  negative  the  motion  at  the  prefent  junfturc, 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that,  if  a  perfon,  unacquainted  with  the  rules  of 
pnxreeding  in  that  Houfe,  had  liftened  to  the  fpeech  juft  delivered, 
he  would  have  thought  he  had  heard  a  learned  Serjeant  plcadinj 
for  a  new  tri^il ;  an  inflammatory  orator  exciting  to  war,  by  a  de- 
clamation on  the  ftate  of  France  ;  or,  an  admirer  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion  i^pofing  fome  motion  for  altering  'the  Government :  but  it 
Woiid  never  have  come  into  his  head,  that  the  fpeaker  was  attempt* 
tag  to  prove  the  neceflity  or  the  ufe  of  continuing  the  fufpenfion  of 
Ac  Habeas  Corpife  adV.  On  this>  which  was  in  (slA  the  Whole 
queffion  in  difpute,  not  one  word  had  been  faid  by  his  learned 
friend.  Whenever  the  repeal  of  that  fufpenfion  was  propofed,  the 
pforf  Isry  all  on  the  fide  of  Minifters ;  for,  if  they  could  not  prOVc, 
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that  to  continue  the  fufpenfion  was  abfolutdy  neceflary,  it  ought  not. 
to  be  continued  for  a  moment.     They  were  bound  to  do  more  :— 
they  were  bound  to  prove  that  it  was  ufeful. '   But,   of  what  ufe 
could  they  now  prove  it  to  be ;  or  what  good  purpofe  could  they 
fhew  to  be  anfwered  by  it  ?  Had  tliey  difcovered  a  new  treafonablc 
confpiracy  ;  or,  having  foiled  in  their  firft  attempt  to  prove  treafoni 
did  they  know  of  any  new  perfons  fit  to  be  taken  up  on  the  old 
plot,  and  on  whom  a  fecond  experiment  might  be  made,  with  bet- 
ter hope  of  fuccefs  ?   It_  was  afked,  Wherein  die  difference  confifted, 
between  the  ftate  of  the  country  when  the  Sufpenfion  Adl  was  paffed, 
and  its  prcfent  ftate  ?---It  confiftcxi  in  this,  that  Minifters  had  pro- 
fecutcd  (he  perfons  whom  they  confidered  as  the  principals  in  the 
alledged  confpiracy  ;  that,  \^  ith  refped  to  fome,  they  had  failed  m 
cftablifliing  the  charge,  and,  with  refpedl  to  others,  declined  pro- 
ceeding.    They  were  now  called  upon  to  fay  what  objeft  they  ex- 
petted  to  obtain,  by  continuing  the  fufpenfion  ;  for  their  old  objcd 
was  gone.     Would  they  fay,  that  they  had  profecutcd  the  wrong 
perfons ;— rthat  the  confpiracy.  exifted,  although  they  had  been  mif- 
takeil  as  to  who  were  the  confpirators  ;  and  that  they  meant  ftill  to 
JO  on  profecuting  ?  They  could  not  fay  fo,  for  the  cflFedi  of  the 
vcrdicls  of  not  guilty,  at  leaft  the  prudential  efFe<ft,  as  appeared  by 
their  own  conduS,  was,  that  not  a-fingle  perfon  was  now  under 
profecution  on  account  of  the  fuppofcd  confpiracy .^     It  was  unwor- 
thy of  the  talents  of  the  learned  Serjeant  to  attempt  influencing  tlic 
*   Houfe  by  arguing  as  if  it  were  intended  to  fet  up  the  decifion  of  t 
jury  as  paramount  to  the  authority  of  Parliament.     Was  th6  fuf- 
penfion of  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft  a  queftion  of  general  legiflationr— 
He  feared  it  was  ;  for  from  wliat  he  had  heard  there  was  too  appt- 
lent  an  intention  to  render  it  perpetual.     But  on  a  particular  cafe, 
which  Parliament,  by  what  fDme  thought-  fufficient  ground  for  a 
temporary  meafure,  had  bcen/induced  to  adopt,  would  it»at  all  de- 
rogate from  their  dignity  to  yield  to  the  decifion  of  juries,  perhaps 
more  in  the  habit,  and  better  fitted  for  the  inveftigation  of  evidence, 
and  with  mor^  evidence  before  them  ?  With  the  learned  Serjeant 
he  did  not,   in  one  point  of  view,  love  to  contend,  becaufe  there 
was  ito  man  for  whom  perfonally,  and  on  account  of  conftitutional 
principles  on  moft  fubjects,  he  felt  more  refpedt,  and  few  tMti 
poffeflfed  greater  powers  of  reafoning.    But  in  another  point  of  view 
he  loved  to  contend  with  him,  becaufe  in  general  he.  ftatcd  his  ad- 
verfary's  arguhieht  fairly.    Hence  the  argument  of  the  learned  Ser- 
jeant, and  diat  of  his  learned,  friend  (Mr.  Erfkine)  as  ftated  by 
him,  were  by  no  means  incompatible,  and  both  went  in  fa^  ^^ 
Support  the  motion.    The  jury  acquitted  Hardy,  either  becaufe  they . 
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did  not  find  a  treafonablc  confpiracy  made  out  by  the  evidence,  ot 
bccaufe  they  did  not  find  that  Hardy  was  implicated  in  the  confpi- 
racy. Now  he  contended  with  Mr.  Erflcine,  that  they  acquitted 
him  on  the  former  reafon  ?  Why  ?  'Becaufe  all  the  papers  alluded 
to  by  the  learned  Serjeant  were  figned  by  Hardy,  or  brought  home 
to  him  as  a  party,  and  if  the  jury  believed  that  thofe  papers  contained 
pnx)fs  of  treafon,  they  could  be  under  no  difficult)^  in  finding  that 
Hardy  was  an  accomplice  in  that  treafon.  Which  was  it  more 
eafy  to  imagine,  that  tlie  jury  did  not  tliink  the  papers  amounted  to 
proof  of  treafon,  or  that  they  could  not  read  Hardy's  name  at  ^hc 
bottom  of  them  ?  The  learned  Serjeant  in  a  fpeech  chiefly  dedicated 
to  (hew  the  treafon  contained  in  thofe  papers,  appealed  from  the 
Jury  to  the  Houfc — "  Here,"  faid  Mr.  Fox,  "  let  mp  adore  the 
trial  by  jury ;  when  this  fpeech  was  made  to  another  jury  (Thcl- 
wall's),  a  fpeech  which  has  been  to-night  received  with  fuch  plaqdits,. 

.  that  we  feemed  ready  ire  pedibus  in  fenteniiamy  it  was  anfwered  with 
a  cold  Not  Guilty,     Such  would  have  been  my  verdid  had  I  been 

,  in  their  place ;  fuch  will  ever  be  the  judgement  of  men  confulting 
their  confcience  and  not  their  paffions.  But  fuch  is  the  partiality 
of  the  learned  gentleman  for  his  own  chain  of  realbning,  that  he 
will  rather  believe  the  jury  blind  to  the  name  of  Hardy,  at  the 

^bottom  of  the  papers  he  figned,  than  xdeaf  to  his  arguments  that 
thefe  papers  were  full  of  treafon."  Mr.  Erflcine,  he  contendetj, 
had  renounced  no  part  of  what  he  maintained,  as  the  law  of . Reafon' 
on  the  trials.  But  it  was  ftid  he  had  not  refted  the  defence  on  that 
alone,  which,  if  true,  would  have  been  conclufive — if  he  had 
omitted  any  poirf  that  could  be  urged,  he  would,  in  fuch  a  cafe,, 
have  failed  in  his  duty  to  his  clients.  It  was  laid  from  the  Bench 
that  the  argument  of  Hardy's  not  being  implicated  in  the  confpiracy, 
fuppofing  the  confpiracy  to  be  proved,  had  been  but  little  relied 
upon  by  his  Counfel,  a  ftrong  prcfumption,  at  leaft,  that  the  ver- 
dift  of  the  jury  was  founded  on  their  dift>eHcf  of  a  treafonablc 
confpiracy,  on  the  law  of  treafon,  for  difcufling  which  at  large,  a 
proper  time  would  come ;  he  (hould  only  fay  now,  that  he  main- 
tained the  dod^rine  of  his  learned  friend  (Mr.  Erfkine),  and  with 
i^rd  Coke,^  that  Jadicandum  legibus  non  exemplis.  He  reprobated 
Mr.  Windham's  do(ftrine  of  making  old  laws  apply  to  new  cafes 
by  conftrucSion,  which,  he  faid,  had  made  the  learned  Serjeant 
fliudder,  which  no  Jury,  no  Judge,  he  hoped,  would  ever  adopt. 
—[Mr.  Windham  faid,  he  did  riot  mean  that  Juries  (hould  go 
farther  than  conftruftion  was  warranted  by  precedent.] — Neither 
precedent  nor  authority  w^ould  fendtion  the  kind  of  conftrudtion 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  talked  of,  and  he  would 
wconimend  to  fiis  attention  the  advice  of  Lord  Hale,  viz.  That  if 
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hew  cafts  ftiouid  arife  not  within  the  letter  of  the  treafon,  it  wottld 
be  the  wifcft  way  to  confult  Parliament,  and  to  be  very  wary  of 
making  conftruftive  treafons  by  parity  of  reafoning ;  for  if  that 
^dicc  were  once  adopted,  no  man  could  know  where  it  woiiM 
end.  Proitetical  was  this  exprcflion,  and  to  this  law  he  acfiiered  { 
for  if  it  were  not  law,  there  ought  to  be  an  Aft  of  Pariiamcnt  dc- 
daring  it  to  be  fo.  The  inqueft  of  a  Grand  Juty  was  fecret,  and 
on  ex  parte  evidence.  The  very  nature  of  its  funftions  took  ftom 
the  authority  of  its  decifion.  The  finding  of  a  Grand  Jiiry  was 
Itot,  even  in  law,  a  baj  to  art  aftioii  againft  a  malicious  profecutor  j 
intich  lefs  could  it  be  adduced  ais  a  proof  of  legal  or  moral  guilt 
againft  the  acquittal  of  a  Petty  Jury.  Before  a  Grand  Jury  wit- 
neffcs  might  be  brought,  (he  meant  not  to  Infinuate  that  fuch  had 
been  fhc  cafe  in  the  late  profecutions)  that  no  profecutor  would  dare 
to  produce  before  a  Petty  Jury,  where .  they  were  to  be  crofs-cxa- 
mined,  confronted  with  other  wimeffcs,  and  their  charafters  invef- 
tigated.  A  Grand  Jury  might  be  deceived,  not  only  with  refpeft' 
to  the  appearance  of  guilt  ajgainft  an  individual,  but  evett  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  exiftence  of  the  crime  charged.  It  was  not  by  any 
means  neccffary  that  the  Judge  or  the  Jury  (hould  have  faid  that 
the  proof  of  the  confpiracy  had  failed  the  moment  the  evidence  for 
the  profecution  was  clofed,  although  he  (hould  have  felt  no  difficulty 
in  faying  fo»  They  niight  think  that  there  were  matters  which  re- . ' 
quired  explanation  on  the  part  of  the  prifoner,  and  therefore  hear  his 
defence,  and  when  they  had  heard  it,  they  could  not  refufe  to  hear 
tfie  reply  on  the  part  of  the  profecution^  But  were  he  to  give  up 
tf\is  part  of  the  argument,  and  admit  the  confpiracy,  how  would 
the  matter  ftand  ?  There  would  then  be  a  confpiracy  without  con* 
fpirators.  Gentlemen  of  fuch  acutenefs  as  to  define  and  divide  our 
fuccefles  in  the  campaign  could  cafily  conceive  the  abftraft  of  a 
confpiracy  without  confpiratqrs,  like  Crambe  in  Martinus  Scrlble- 
rus,  who  fwore  he  could  form  the  idea  of  a  Lord  Mayor,  not  only 
wthout  his  furred  gown  and  gold  chain,  but  without  body,  parts, 
or  colour,  which  he  conceived  to  be  the  very  abftraft  of  a  Lord 
Mayor.  If  they  had  tried  every  man  and  woman  in  the  kingdomi 
and  found  that  none  of  them  were  accomplices,  this  abftraft  of  a 
confpiracy  could  not  be  very  fbrmidabicc  They  had  not  done  this 
In  form,  but  they  had  done  it  in  faft.  They  had  charged  certain 
pcrfons  with  confpiring  together,  and  with  other  perfons  unknown. 
Some  of  thefc  tliey  had  tried,  and  the  Juries  returned  verdifls  of 
not  guilty.  If  they  thought  thefe  verdifts  wrong,  why  did  they 
not  go  on  ?  Why  did'  they  fuflfcr  others  to  be  acquitted,  widwut 
ftttempdng  to  prove  the  chaige,  againft  whom  they  bad  as  good«  if 
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better  evidence?  All  the  guilt  muft  now  lie  with  the  per(bn» 
>wn.     Did  they  mean  to  drag  thefe  perfons  to  light,  and  bring 
to  trial  ?  they  would  not  pretend  they  did.     They  ceafed  to 
fecute,  becaufe  they  were  fatisfied  they  could  not  conviA.    Thcf 
dierefore  virtually  acquitted  every  man  and  woman  in  the  king* 
9  eiccept  the  few  whom  the  Juries  acquitted,  of  this  trcalbnaUe 
fpiracy,  and  nothing  bqt  the  abAradi  of  it  left.    Was  it  tp  guar4 
ift  the  abftradt  of  a  confpiracy,  that  the  Habeas  Q)rpus  aA  wa$ 
remain  fufpended,  and  the  people  deprived  of  the  beft  fafeguard 
irf  their  liberties  ?  A  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Windham) 
bad  given  an  explanation  of  his  former  words,  acquitted  feloHf-  but 
an  explanation  as  unfatisfa£tory  as  the  expreflian  itfelf,  and  afked 
bow  others  could  rejoice  in  fuch  acquittals  ?-— "  For  my  own  part,^ 
fiud  Mr.  Fox,  *^  I  hardly  remember  when  I  felt  joy  more  nearly  ^p* 
proaching  to  exultation  than  on  thefe  acquittals.    I  rejoiced  tliat  tho 
•ountiy  was  refcued  from  the  foul  flain  attempted  to  be  fixed  upoa 
it;  I 'rejoiced  that  we  had  efcaped  from  the  perils  of  coniHu^riv^ 
tieafon ;  I  rejoiced  that  the  people  would  fee  through  the  (landers 
by  which  they  had  been  deluded  into,  a  ruinous  war  ;  and,  as  I  be* 
lieve  they  have  done,  more  in  confequence  of  thofe  acquittals  than 
of  any  other  circumftance,  recover  from  tlicir  dclufion,  and  wifli 
,  the  war  at  an  end."— A  man,  it  was  faid,  might  be  acquitted  on 
a  mifnomer,  or  a  flaw  in  the  indidlment,  which  would  be  no  proof 
of  his  innocence  ; — Granted  ;  but  was  either  the  cafe  in  the  trials 
Ibrtreafon?  To  what  end  then  were  fuch  grounds  of  acquittal  al- 
luded to  ?  A  man  charged  with  picking  a  pocket  might  be  acquitted 
for  want  of  legal  evidence,  and  yet  nobody  doubt  of  his  guilt  ;-r- 
True-^becaufe  men  charged  with  fuch  offences  might  have,  fo  con- 
cealed their  aiSions,  that  although  their  guilt  was  believed,  there 
could  be  no  proof  either  of  the  aft  or  the  intent.     But  was  this  the 
cafe  of  any  of  the  perfons  charged  with  treafon  ? — Was  proof  want- 
ing of  their  actions,  their  words,  niiy,  almoft  of  their  thoughts  ?   In 
ThelwaU*s  trial,  a  letter  had  been  produced,  written  indeed  by  him, 
but  never  fent  to,  or  feen  by,  any  perfon,  till  his  papers  were  fcarchcd. 
This  reminded  liim  of  the  unpublilhed  papers  produced  as  evidence 
on  the  trial  of  Algernon  Sydney,  a  circumftance  which,  perhaps, 
tnore  than  his  merit,  great  as  tliat  was,  had  endeared  his  name  to 
pofterity  \  for  it  was  one  of  the  moft  valuable  qualities  of  our  nature 
to  afcribe  metit  where  we  faw  perfecjution.    Every  thing  done,  faid, 
or  written  by  the  prifoners,  hud  been  brought  againft  them  ;  the 
Jary  rouft  have  acquitted  them,  becaufe  they  could  not  fo  qualify 
their  adts,  as  they  were  qualified  in  the  indictment  \  and  therefore 
their  acquittal  was  a  complete  declaration  of  their  innocence.     A 
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Jtuy,  It  was  faid,  was  bound  to  acquit  when  doubtful.  The  Houfc 
was  now  fitting  as  a  Jury  on  the  palladium  of  the  liberty  of  the 
ftibjeft,  and  furely  ought  in  this  to  imitate  the  condudl  of  a  Jury, 
that  they  would  not  decide  ^gainft  it  without  clear  proof.  It  was 
faid,  that  to  fufpend  the  operation  of  it  would  fave  the  neceflity  of 
Bringing  other  perfons  to  trial.  Juft  fuch  was  the  defence  of  Lttirti 
de  Cachet  in  France.  They  were  orily-to  fave  the  neceflity  of  bring- 
ing people  to  trial ;  but  they  might  do  this  for  the  whole  life  of  the 
prifoner.  He  lamented  to  hear  men  whom  he  eftecmed,  accuftom- 
tfiemfelves  to  fpeak  of  fuch  things  with  patience. 

When  the  late  Lord  Camden,  a  man  defervedly  popular,  and 
to  whom  as  a  conftitutional  lawyer,  the  country  had  great  obliga- 
,  tions,  once  defended  a  meafure  of  Government  as  being  only  a  forty 
days  tyranny,    how  much  indignation  did  the  expreflion  excite? 
Even  from  fuch  a  man,  Englifti  ear*  could  not  endure  to  hear  of  a 
forty  days  tyranny.     But  now,  men  could  talk  without  a  blufh  of 
fufpending  the  fafeguard  of  the  fubjcdl  againft  capricious  or  miftaken 
imprifonmcnt  for  any  length  of  time.  It  was  faid  that  gentlemen  who 
would  not  allow  the  verdids  of  EngRfh  juries  to  be  impeached,  had 
Aought  themfelvcs  at  libert}^  to  treat  the  verdids  of  Scots  juries 
with  very  little  refpeft.     When  Scots  juries  fhould  be  ameliorated 
and  put  more  nearly  on  the  fame  footing  with  Englifti  juries,  theit 
verdids  would  be  erilitled  to  equal  deference.     When,  however, 
he  read  the  trials  of  the  two  perfons  convidtcd  of  high  treafon  in 
Scotland,  if,  indeed,  it  was  not  an  abufe  of  words  to  call  the  trial; 
of  Dowhie  a  convi£^ion,  he  had'  flattered  himfelf  that  all  alarms 
about  treafon  were  at  an  end.      In  Scotland,  where  the  Houfe  had 
been   taught  to  believe  that  thfe  growth  of  treafon  was  moft  formi- 
dable, he  found  that  nothing  like  treafon  could  be  proved  againft 
more  than  one  obfcure  man  ;  that  this  man  had  been  in  the  pay  of 
Government  for  giving  information  againft  others  ;  and  that,  dif-    , 
gufted  with  his  employers,  or  more  probably  with  the  view  of  en- 
hancing the  price  of  his  difcoveries,  he  had  endeavoured  to  cnflamc 
the  minds  of  thofe  with  whom  he  aflbciated,  and  to  provoke  them 
to  criininal  excefles.     What  was  the  confequcncc  ?  that  he  was 
'  almoft  immediately  abandoned,  apd  his  condu6l  reprobated  by  the 
very  perfons  he  attempted  to  miflead,  and  at  laft  fell  the  victim  ot 
his  own  violence  and  treachery.      When  he  read  all  this,  he  was 
perfaadcd  that  men  muft  fee  how  unfounded  their  alarms  had  been. 
But  the  very  exiftence  of  Minifters  depended  upon  alarms.     By  » 
falfe  alarm  of  the  crown  being  in  danger,  they  had  originally  come 
into  office  ;  by  falfe  alarms  they  had  maintained  themfelvcs  in  office;    ^ 
and  melancholy  it  was  that  fome  of  thofe  who  cxpofcd  dieir  carlf    ^ 
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Sfices  with  the  greatcft  2cal  and  ability,  had  fince  joined  in  fill- 
up  the  ery.  Their  whole  conduft  had  been  one  tiflbe  of  alarms; 
a  mofticnt  had  they  fufFered  to  pafs,  not  an  incident  to  occur, 
'Ut  agitating  the  minds  of  the  people  by  the  moft  in- 
matory  declamations  on  fome  imaginary  danger.  Well  had  his 
urable  friend  who  made  the  (notion  (Mr.  Sheridan)  in  a  ftyle 
eloquence,  of  which  he  knew  not  how  to  fpeak  in  adequate 
is,  defcribed  their  expedients  of  calling  oi^t  the  militia,  fud- 
iy  convoking  Parliament,  marching  cavalry  from  the  country  td 
ic  capital,  and  fortifying  the  tower,  to  give  a  colour  to  their  alarm 
F  infurreftions  in  1792.  Were  any  of  thefe  hidden  infurreftions 
proved  on  the  trials  for  high  treafon'  ?  Not  one.  Why  ?  Bc-^ 
lufe  they  never  had  any  exiftence  but  in  the  imagination  of  the 
dcluders  and  the  fears  of  the  deluded.  "  When,"  faid  Mr.  Fox,' 
we  complain  that  they  are  undermining  the  conftitution  which 
fcey  would  be  thought  to  fave,  they  ftart  from  defence  to  accufation, 
tiicy  chaise  us  with  intending  to  fubvert  the  Conftitution,  and 
cxultinglyalk, 

^h  tukrtt  Gracchos  de  feditione  querentes  ? 

When  they  are  conftantly  dinning  in  our  ears  that  the  example  of 
the "  French  people  ought  to  put  us  on  our  guard  againft  the  licen- 
tioufnefs  of  the  Englifti  people,  and  calling  upon  us  to  prevent  li- 
ccntioufnefs  by  cutting  down  every  fence  of  liberty,  we  have  fjiirely 
a  right  to  fay,  that  the  example  of  foreign  defpotifm  ought  to  put 
Us  equally  upon  our  guard  againft  the  increafing  power  of  the  crown* 
In  what  inftance,  they  demand,  has  the  King  of  England  been 
made  more  like  the  tyrants  of  the  continent  ?      I  anfwer,  by  th« 
Alien  Bill,  by  the  Traitorous  Correfpondence  Bill,  by- the  fufpen- 
fion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft.  Arc  thefe  light  or  trivial  inftanccs, 
or  how  njany  morr  do  they  mean  to  give  us  ?  Have  they  yet  deigned 
to  tell  us,  or  do  their  incurable  and  increafing  alarms  point  out 
where  they  may  be  expefted  to  ftop  ?     Thus,  with  their  ufual  in- 
juftice,  they  charge  us  with  intending  to  do  what  they,  on  pretext 
of  preventing  us,  are  conftantly  doing.     The  Diffenters,  formerly, 
in  times  at  leaft  as  perilous  to  the  family  on  the  throne  as  at  pre- 
fent,  approved  the  firmeft  friends  of  the  Conftitution,  are  now  re-, 
prefented  as  its  enemies,  as  meditating  nothing  lefs  than  the  fub-« 
verfion  of  Church  and  State,  and  the  deftruftion  of  private  pro- 
perty.    The  Diffenters  endeavour  to  repel  the  charge  by  rational 
argument  and  peaceable  demeanour.     An  orthodox  and  loyal  mob 
proves  it  upon  them  ty  burning  their  houfes,  menacing  their  per- 
fons,  and  plundering  their  propertv.  Why  is  it  that  men,  in  other 
Vol.  XL.  Y 
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rcfpccSs  of  acute  mind  and  found  judgement,  cannot  (be  to  whicfa 
fide  the  charge  of  infurreSiort  and  anarchy  properly  belongs  ?      It 
is  bccaufe  their  underftandings  are  blinded  by  exceflivfe  fbndnefe  fc^ 
a  fyftem  of  reafpning  of  their  own   invention ;  becaufe  the  na-r 
tural   love  of .  our   intellectual   offTpring   is  as  powerful  as   out 
love  of  the  offspring  of  the  body  ;  bccaufe  real  dangers  make  tia 
impreffion*  when  compared  with  the  phantoms  of  a  diftemperecr 
imagination."     The  feparation  between  him   and  many  of  thofc* 
with  whom  he  had  long  acSed  in  p6litics,  and  beert  conneded  by 
the  dear  ties  of  private  fnehdfhip,  no  man  co>ild  lanlent  more 
finccrely  than  he  did.     Thofe  who  had  lately  given  a  great  dccef- 
^on  of  abilities  arid  charafler  to  the  cabinet,  he  was  pcrfuaded,  had' 
been  influenced  by  no  perfonal  views,  but  had  aded  as  th€y  thought^ 
would  be  moft  advantageous  to  their  country.     But  while  he  did 
juftice  to  the  purity  of  their  motives,  he  could  not  help  obferving^ 
that  they  had  given  a  deadly  blow  to  public  confidence  in  public 
men  ;  a  very  fcrious  evil  to   the  public    in  his  opinion.     They 
weakened  all  the  reciprocal  ties,  by  which  men,  wh6  differed  on 
particular  points,  as  all  men  of  liberal  and  adlive  minds  muft  ever 
do  in  fonic  degree,  were  enabled  to  a<9:  together  ort  a  general  fyftem 
of  politics,  the  only  mode  in  which  the  government  of  this  or  any 
otiier  country  could  be   conduced*     They,  however,  had  aftcrf  | 
from  their  own  conviflion  of  the  bcft  means  of  averting  the  dangers  i 
widi  which  they  imagined  the  country  to  be  threatened ;  and  would,   ; 
he  hoped,  do  him  the  juftice  to  believe  that  in  adhering  to  the  courfe  J 
they  Had  long  purfued  in  concert  with  him,  his   motives  wert   i 
equally  honeft.    It  was  difficult,  he  knew,  in  the  prefent  inflamed   ' 
ftate  of  men's"  minds,  for  perfonal  fricndftiip  to  furvrve  political    j 
uni(t.i  ^  but  what  feemed  diiEcult  was  not  always  impoSible,  anJ   | 
nothing  confifl:ent  widi  his  fenfe  of  duty  to  the  public  {hould  ht   j 
wanting,  on  his  part,  now  to  give  an  inftancc.     For  many  of  them   j 
f  he  entertained  thte  moft  fincere  perfonal  regard  ;  and  with  one,  hi    i 
particular,  the  noble  Earl  appointed  his  Majefty's  reprefentative  in    ! 
Ireland   (FitzwilHam),  he  had   cheriflied  a   friendfliip  from   hi» 
c^rlieft  youth,  whicK  matured  by  long  intercourfe,  endeared  by  mo-    \ 
tual  kindncfs,  was  entwined  with  his  very  habits  of  thinking,  afld 
which  nothing  but  the  utmoft  violence  could  ever,  tear  from  his 
breaft.     Ever)^time  the  propriety  of  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus 
a£l  was  called  in  qucftion,  being,  as  Miriifters  themfelyes  were 
obliged  to  c  nfcfs,  not  a  permanent  but  a  temporary  meafure,  thcf 
>vere  bound  to  fliew  that  it  was  ftill  ncceflary.     He  woUld  appd 
triumph  ntly  to  every  man  who  had  liftened  to  the  debate,  whether 
or  not  a  finglc  argument  had  been  adduced  to  (hew  that  continuing^ 
the  f  ufpenfion  was  of  any  ufcr— -Was  it  treafon  th«y  were  aftiaid  rf' 
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re  di(l  it  lurk  ?     Every  ftcp  they  had  taken  fincc  the  fufpen-- , 
of  the  Habeas  Corpus  z&  ferved  only  to  prove  that  the  allega* 
of  treafon  were  unfounded.     Were  they  afraid  of  fcdition  or 
Hemcanor  ?    Over  thefe  the  fufpcnfion  gave  them  no  more  power 
diey  had  before,  for  Its  operation  was  reftridcd  to  treafon 
lly.— ^Many  of  the  papers  produced  on  the  trials  had  been  read  in 
he  debate,   which,  thefe  who  read  them,  maintained  to  be  indif- 
tfahle  proofs  of  treafon.     Many  of  thofe  papers,  with  very  little 
Iteration,   he  would  fubfcribe.     That  which  propofed  calling  ge- 
leral  meetings  to  prevent  certain  unconftitutional  mcafurcs  fpccified, 
Kwn  being  paffed  into  laws,  he  would  fign.     Thofe  with  whom 
le  had  formerly  afted,  the  friends  of  the  late  Marquis  of  Rocking- 
8un,  had  always  maintained  and  adively  inculcated  die  propriety 
calling  meetings  of  the  people  in  their  refpeftive  towns  and  di- 
feids,  to  difcufs  important  matters  pending  before  Parliament,  and 
tiBiake  known  to  ParUanaent,  as  far  as  it  could  be  collftftcd,  the  opi- 
ypion  of  the  people  at  large.— The  paper  fetting  forth  the  time 
leemed  not  to  be  far  diftant  when  tyranny  muft  be  refitted  by  force, 
J|e  would  aUb  fign,  but  not  without  fome  correftion,  for  be  was 
^  &om  looking  to  the  event,  as  the  writer  profelTed  to  do,  without 
,fear.     If  fuch  a  meafure  as  a  Convention  Bill  were  to  be  intro- 
/duced  into  Parliament,  thofe  who  (hould  call  public   meetings  to 
cppofe  it,  by  coUefting  and  declaring  the  general  fenfe  of  the  coun- 
tiy,  would  ad  not  only  innocently  but  meritorioufly.     We  dwelt 
pn  Ac  crimes  committed  under  the  name  of  liberty  in  France,  till 
Vrc  could  fee  no  danger  but  from  one  extreme,  or  were  ready  tp 
'^don  every  outrage  and  excefs  committed  on  the  other.     Why 
were  the  errors  or  tii.e.  crimes  of  a  people  trained  under  the  yoke  of 
jdefpotifm,  to  no  ideas  of  juftice  or  humanity,  butthewill^  caprice, 
or  paiQon  of  the  ftrongct^,  to  be  charged  upon  the  friends  of  rational 
liberty,  as  things  which  they  approved  and  wiftied  to  introduce  ? 
A  majority  of  that  Houfe  had  voted  for  the  abolition  of  the  flav« . 
trade.     If  the  negroes  in  our  Iflands  were  to  emancipate  thcmfelves 
by,  force,  who  did  not  fee  to   what  excefs  beings  degraded   by  a 
fyftcm  of  oppreffion  below  the  ftandard  erf*  reafon,  aiid  almoft  of 
human  nature,  would  carry  their  power  of  a<^ing  for  themfclvcs, 
or  how  dreadfully  they  would  retaliate  upon  their  former  matters  ? 
Yet  would  any  ban  ajffirm  the  cruelties  they  might  commit  to  be- 
inhcrcnt  in  the  natives  of  Africa,  much  lefs  that  ev«y  one  .of  the 
majority  who  voted  for  the  abolition  of  the  flave  trade,  wifhed  them 
to  be  committed  ?     Between  what  England  now  was,   and  what 
Fiance  vf^  before  die  xevolution,  there  could  be  no  refemblancc. 
ftp  jP^le  were  inured  to  veiy  different  habits,  and  trained  ta 
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very  dlflfercnt  feelings.     Oiir  Conftitution,  maimed  and  mangled 
as  it  now  was,  differed  Icfs  from  a  Republican  than  from  any  des- 
potic form  of  Government ;  lefs  from  the  Government  of  America 
than  from  that  of  Ruffia  or  Pruffia.     When  gentlemen  talked  of 
Monarchy  in  Great  Britain  as  the  fame  in  fubflance  with  Monardiy- 
in  moft  parts  of  the  continent  of  Europe,  they  put  a  change  upon 
us  by  fubftituing  the  name  for  the  thing.     Our  Conftitution  was  a 
Republic  in  the  juft  fenfo  of  the  word  ;  it  was  a  Monarchy  founde4 
on  the  good  of  the  people,  in  a  race  eleScd  by  Parliament,  the  rc^ 
prefentative  of  the  people-;  limited  in  its  fun6tions  and  controled 
ih  the  exercife  of  thofe  fundtions  by  the  united  wifdom  of  the  natioft 
for  the  general  benefit  of  the  nation.    Let  us  return  to  the  old  max* 
ims  of  adminiftering  fuch  a  Government ;  let  us  remember  that 
the  attachment  of  the  people  to  the  Conftitution  was  not  to  be  fe-  ^ 
cured  by  alarm  and  terror,  but  by  pradical  experience  of  the  blef* 
iings  derived  from  it ;  that  wars  of  l^culation,  w^hether  undertaken 
with  the  view  of  making  conquefts  or  extirpating  opinions,  wcf^ 
always  oppreflive  to  tlie  greater  part  of  the  people,  generally  fruitlefs, 
and  fometimes  ruinous  ;  that  peace  promoted  commerce,  commerce  - 
encouraged  induftry,  induftry  gave  plenty,  and  plenty  content.—- ; 
Thefe  were  maxims  fo  old  and  fo  trite,  that  no  man  cared  to  dwell  I 
upon  them,  for  fear  of  being  told  that  he  was  repeating  what  h^J 
had  learned  of  his  nurfe.     But  they  were  not  the  lefs  true  for  being  i 
trite ;  and  when  men  fuflFered  themfelves  to  be  hurried  away  by  a 
fet  of  new-fangled  notions  diametrically  oppofite,  could  not  be  re- 
peated too  often.     If  we  perfifted  in  the  other  courfe,  we  muft  go 
,on  incrcafing  our  debt  till  thfe  burden  of  our  taxes  became  intole- 
rable ;  that  boafted  Conftitution  which  we  were  daily  impairing, 
.    the  people  would  eftimate,  not  by  what  it  once  had  been,  or  was 
ftill  afferted  to  be  in  the  declamations  againft  anarchy,  but  by  its 
p^dlical  effedls  ;  and  we  (hould  hardly  efcape  the  very  extreme  we 
were  fo  anxioufly  defirous  of  fhunning.     The  old  Government  of 
France  was  furely  provided  with  fufficient  checks  over  the  licen-  1 
^ioufnefs  of  the  people  ;  but  of  what  avail  were  thofe  checks  when  i 
the  ambition  and  prodigality  of  the  Government  had  exhauftcd  \ 
^very  refource  by  which  eftabliftied  Governments  can  befupported?  ! 
Minifters  attempted  to  fix  upon  others  the  charge  of  innovationf  ! 
while  they  themfelves  were,  every  feffion,  making  greater  innova-  | 
tions  than  that  which  they  now  called  the  mbft  dreadful  of  all,  vix. 
a  reform  in  the  r^prefentation  in  Parliament.     But  it  was  the  infa- 
tuation of  the  day,  that  while  fixing  all  our  attention  upon  France, 
we  almoft  confidered  the  very  name  of  liberty  as  odious,  nothing  of 
^hc  oppofite  tendency  gave  us  &e  leaft  alarm.     Thofe  .who  liad 
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me  converts  to  this  new  fyftem,  faw  notliing  but  Royalifls  in 
lancc  and  Republicans  in  England.  God  grant  they  Oould  but 
ert  die  telefcope,  fee  with  the  c^^es  of  reafon,  and  undcrftand 
th  the  underftandings  of  unprejudiced  men. 
The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  infiftcd  that  the  fads 
ich  had  been  brought  to  light,  on  the  late  trials,  proved  the 
iftence  of  a  trcafonable  plot  beyond  all  doubt,  and  therefore,  jn- 
fied  the  preamble  to  the  bill  for  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus 
*u&  ;  but  he  would  not  blame  the  juries  who  acquitted  the  prifoners 
on  that  charge,  as  he  had  no  doubt  they  condu6lcd  thcmfelves  con* 
'fcientioufly.  A  Conventional  Affembly  Jirftituted  by  any  body  rf 
people  in  this  country,  for  choofing  their  own  Gfovemment,  or  mak* 
}  ing  their  own  laws,  he  maintained  wastreafon,  and,  therefore,  he  con- 
tended that  the  plot  which  the  Secret  Committee  had  declared  to  exift 
■  fcr  the  purpofe  of  overturning  our  Government,  aflually  had  ex* 
ifted  to  the  extent  they  had  alferted.  In  the  fyftem  of  fples  and 
informers,  fo  loudly  condemned,  he  difclaimed  having  any  concern ; 
he  was  confident  that  thofe  who  conduced  it,  had  aflbedwith  ho-^ 
nour,  and  from  a  regard  to  the  fafety  of  the  country. 
.  Mr.  THOMPSON  faid  he  fhould  not  have  prefumed  to  have 
fpoken  on  this  motion,  the  fubje£t  of  which  had  been  fo  fully  and 
ably  difcuffed  by  fome  of  the  greateft  ftateTmen  and  lawyers  ip  tlus 
kingdom,  but  that  he  conceived  it  to  be  a  queftion  equally  intelligible 
to  the  meaneft  as  to  the  greateft  capacities,  and  only  involved  this 
fimple  queftion,  viz.  whether  we  fliould  be  freemen  or  ({aves) 
There  may  be  times,  when  it  might  be  neceffary  and  advifcable  to 
forego  a  part  of  our  liberties  to  fecure  tliem  permanent  and  entire^ 
but  at  the  prefent  moment,  our  fituation  called  for  no  fuch  fa- 
crificcs ;  and  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  it  would  bjp  neccf- 
&r}"t6  inftitute  a  new  committee,  to  conlider  the  expediency  of  a 
continuation  of  the  prefent  exifting  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
aft,  before  any  perfon  could  oppofe  the  prefent  motion.  He  faid 
it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Convention,  propofed  to  have  been 
called  by  the  Conftitutional  Society,  either  to  have  made  laws  for 
themfelves,  or  to  have  overturned  the  Britiih  Government,  and 
therefore  the  aflerted  plot  had  ho  exiftencc  ;  befides,  if  the  conf- 
piracy  had  exifted,  the  confpirators  might  have  been  tried  and  pti- 
nifticd,  without  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft.  He  defcribed 
the  wretched  ftate  of  individuals  who  had  been  confined  in  confe- 
qucnce  of  unguarded  expreffions,  apd  who  had  afterwards  beien 
tlifcharged  without  trial  or  redr-efs.     He  deprecated  in  ftrong  terms 

L  the' many  outrages  agaioft  the  liberty  of  the  fubje<St  which  had  taken 
^e>  to  his  knowled^Ci  in  different  parts  of  die  country^  particu- 
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larly  by  inferior  magiftrates  fince  the  bill  paffed.    One  circumftancc 
had  occured  very  lately,  which  he  thoi^ht  it  neecflary  to  ftate  in  his 
place.— He  went  to  the  Public  Office  in  Bow-ftrcet,  where  an  ap- 
prentice was  brought  for  ftealing  from  his  matter  an  old  fcaflwlding 
l)oard,  originally  valued  at  nine  pence.     The  mafter   informed 
Mr.  Jufticc  Bond,  that  he  was  willing  to  forgive  him,  and  the  jufticc 
told  him  fo,  adding  that  he  muft  ferve  the  King  as  a  foldier,.  Majcwr 
jl^eefon's  ferjeant  was  called  in,  and  the  lad  was  told  that  he  muft 
enlift  with  this  officjpr :  he  faid  he  would  not,  he  had  an  aged 
mother  whofe  folc  fuppprt  depended  upon  his  labour,   and  he  could 
fiot  think  of  leaving  her  tottarve.     The  jcxftice  then  faid,  take 
him  intocuftody,  he  ihall  be  fent  as  a  foldier;  and  the  lad  was 
dragged  away  in  this  (hameful  and  illegal    manner.      He  (Mr, 
Thomfon)  faid  that  was  ftrange  law  ;  and  fomcbody  who  heard  him 
jepeated  Ws  words  to  the  juftice,  who  called  out  in  a  voice  of  aiftho- 
jiity.  Who  faid  fo  ?     I,  faid  I,  a  Member  of  Parliament  did.    He 
Jbid  I  mud  know  that  the  King  wanted  mctn.     I  faid  he  did,  and 
[J  was  afraid  muft  want  many  mcMre  if  ^s  ruinous  war  continued, 
but  diat  this  was  not  the  way  to  get  them ;  fending  men  to  the- 
jRcld,  r  cohfidered  as  fending  them  to  theflaughter  houfe,  and 
tiiat  fuch  a  proceeding  was  fcandalous  and  illegal.     Mr.  Bond  {aid, 
I  might  inveftigate  tlie  bufinefs  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  but  he 
would  decide  there,  and  that  he  had  his  inftrudtipns  in  a  circular 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  Lords  of  the  treafury. 
He  hoped  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs'wopld  difown  having  ever  fent 
iudi  a  letter,  and  that  they  would  inquire  into  the   whole  affair, 
for  he  thought  that  if  fuch  meafures  were  purfued,  His  Majefty 
would  foon  not  only  want  foldicrs,  but  would  foon  want  fubjeSs  J 
and  he  lamented  tlic  fadl,  that  in  this  country,  an  office  inftituted 
for  the  purpofe  of  adminiftering  juftice,  (hould  be  converted  into 
|i  crimping  houfe,  and  that  the  magiftrate  ftiould  dcfccnd  to  the  em* 
ployment  of  a  crimp. 

Mr.  MILBANKE  faid,  he  had  voted  originally  againft  thefuf- 
penfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  a<S,  as  he  was  convinced  no  plot  ex- 
JSed ;  and  even  thofe  who  contended  for  its  exiftcnce,  he  hoped, 
.  aft^r  what  had  been  proved  on  the  late  trials,  would  admit  that  the 
danger  had  been  much  magnified.  He  never  'doubted  indeed,  that 
in  an  age  when  two  great  revolutions  had  taken  place  fo  near  each 
other,  men  in  this  country  might  wifli  to  bring  about  a  revolal«>n 
hesre,  but  he  never  believed  their  numbers  to  be  great,  nor  did  be 
think  the  people  were  difpofed  to  fecond  their  views.  He  condemned 
tb^  new  faftiion  of  traducing  the  inftitution  of  juries  in  this  courrtiyj 
by  difapproving  ^jsir  vcrdids  i  ^  be  truftqd  no  Minifer  ^^^^ 
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ever  make  a  repeated  cuftom  of  fufpcnding  the  habeas  Corpus  z&i 
the  principal  Meguard  cf  the  liberties  of  Englilhmcn. 

Mr.  WIL6ERF0RCE  faid,  that  notwithftanding  the  latenefr 
of  the  hout,  he  could  not  fufFer  the  diviiion  to  take  place  without 
ftying  a  ^^^ord  or  two.  So  many  gentlemen  who  had  voted  with  him* 
the  other  night,  had  declared  their  intentions  of  now  fupporting  the* 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan,)  who  had  himfelf  alfo  com* 
bined  (as  being  of  one  defcrlptldn,)  thofc  who  now  Wiftied  sr  petiod' 
to  be  put  to  the  war,  and  thofe  who  thought  there  had  been  no  juff 
caufe  for  the  alarms  entertained  for  the  internal  peace  of  the  country, 
that  he  wifhed  to  exprefs  his  decided  oppofitlon  to  the  honourable* 
gcndeman's  motion,  left  he  fhould  be  claflcd  amongft  thofe  with" 
whom  he  (hould  be  very  forry  to  be  thou^t  to  liave  affociated  ow 
fiiCh  an  occafiort.  Mr.  Wilberforcc  exprcffed  it  as  his  determined^ 
judgment,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  tliis  country,  that  the  true  policy' 
to  be  obferved  was  by  all  fafe  means  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the? 
well-intentioned  part  of  the^community  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the 
odier  to  ftrengthen.the  hands  of  Governmj;?nt  for  the  reprcflion  and" 
puniihment  of  the  faSlous.  Thefe,  he  faid,  it  was  impofliblota- 
convince. of  their  error ;  if  they  were  fo  infenfible  of  the  blfcffingsf 
they^joycd  in  this  country,  as  to  wilh  to  deftroy  the  Coriftitutiort 
by  which  they  were  derived  to  them,  all  that  was  left  was  to  pre- 
vent the  fuccefs  of  their  projeds.  He  faw  no  reafon  to  believe  thatf* 
Government  had  abufed  the  power  committed  to  them,  or  he  fhould 
mt  refift  the  propofal  for  depriving  them  of  it,  before  the  legal  terror 
of  its  expiration.. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,,  he  had  no  occafion  to  avail  himfclf  of 
the  ufual  indulgence  of  the  Houfe,  in  replying  to  the'  arguments  ad- 
vanced by  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  for  that  night  they  had  not 
brought  one  forward :  they  fhcwed  themfelves  afraid  to  grapple  with 
the  main  queftion ;  no  attempt  had  been  made  to  prove  that  a  fuf- 
fkient  caufe  had  exiftedfor  the  original,  fufpenfion,  which  he  did 
not  diink  juftificd  even  by  the  fears  of  Mr.  Wilberforce,  left  he 
flwald  be  fuppofed  to  have  become  a  friend  of  the  liberties  of  En- 
IJliihfflen.  The  reafon  df  his  troubling  the  Houfc^at  that  late  hour 
M'asfolemiJy  to  art;  Mr.  Pitt,  what  would  be  the  ftate  of  the  coiin- 
try  which  he  might  think  would  give  the  afl  to  us  again ;  he  wiflied 
to  know  the  poflible  cafe  which  would  reftore  to  BritUh  freemen  the 
moftglprious.  bulwark  of  thdr  freedom.  Hewilhed  tb  know  if  the. 
fufpeiilion  was  to  be  renewed  when  the  prefent  a£i'  expired  ;  w^s  it 
agaiD  to  be  hurried  through  the  Houfe  in  one  day  ?  Was  it  to  ftand 
on  the  dd  plot,  or  was  a  new  plot  to  be  made,  or  was  the  Habeas 
Corpus  to  be  again  fufperkled  without  any  {lot  ^  atl?  IjHe  thoughtr 
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Mimfters  ought  to  declare,  whether  they  intended  the  renewal,-  or 
what  were  the  grounds  upon  which  they  intended  to  continue  tfid 
&fpcn(ioQ  of  the  z&. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  did  not  intend  by  rifing,  to  in- 
ftinge  the  titles  cftabliflied  in  that  Houfe,  relative  to  Debates.  As 
Ac  honourable  gentleman^  however,  had  remarked,  in  fuch  a  tri- 
lunphant  tone,  diat  no  argument  had  yet  been  adduced  againft  him> 
it  was  ncceflary  to  obferve,  that  if  this  were  the  cafe,  it  was  becaufc 
nothing  had  been  advanced  by  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
.Gould  produce  any  argument.  The  whole  of  the  honourable  gcn- 
deman's  fpeech  had  only  gone  .to  endeavour  to  throw  a  flur  upon  the 
pnx:cedings  of  the  Houfe  in  fufpcnding  the  adl.  With  refpeft  to 
giving  that  fufpenfion  fome  longer  duration,  he  faid  he  could  widi- 
out  difficulty  ftate  that  this  would  probably  be .  neccffary,  in  order 
to  defeat  that  triumph,  on  eftabliftiing  thofe  principles  which  had 
been  fo  forcibly  ftated  during  the  debate  of  that  day. 
.  Mr.  JEKYLL  reprobated  the  conduft  of  the  Minifter,  who  had 
admitted  that  to  gratify  his  own  fpleen,  to  obtain  a  perfonal  triumph, 
lie  would  withhold  from  the  Britilh  people  one  of  their  dearcft  li- 
berties* 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  was  neither  to  gratify  his  fpleen, 
nor  to  obtain  a  perfonal  triumph ;  but  tf>  obtain  a  triumph  over  the 
extraordinary  line  of  argument,  purfued  by  gentlemen  on  the  other 
fide,  in  favour  of  thofe  who  had  originally  approved  the  caufe  of 
fufpcnding  the  adl,  that  ftiould  induce  him  to  exert  himfelf  in  pro- 
curii^the  continuance  of  its  fufpenfion. 
.  Mr.  MICHAEL  ANGELO  TAYLOR  faid,  the  right  ho- 
nourablc  gentleman  had  preferved  himfelf  in  Adminiftration  by  li- 
belling men  much  better  than  himfelf.  » 

The  queftion  being  called  for,  the  Hpufe  divided  ;  when  there 
appeared. 

For  the  motion,  41;  Againft  it,   i85.     Majority,  14.4. 

Lift  of  the  MINORITY  on  Mr.  SHERIDAN^s  Motion  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  the  A6t  paffed  laft  Seflion  of  Paxlia* 
.    ment,  for  fufpcnding  the  Habeas  Corpus  Ad. 

jAntonic,  Lee  9  Colhoun,  William 

2  Anfon,  Thomas  10  Courtenay,  Joha 

3  Aubrey,  Sir  John  11  Curwen,  C. 

4  Burch,  J.  R.  12  Erlkine,  Hon.  Thomas 
J  Byng,  George  13  Featherfton,  Sir  Henry 
6  Church,  J,  B.  14  Fitzpatrick,  Rt.  Hon.  R. 
9  Coke,  T.  W.  IS  Fox,  Right  Hon.  C.  J. 
8  Coke,  Edward  16  Francis,  Philip 
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17  Grey,  Charles  31  Pierfe,  Henry 

18  Hare,  James  32  Powlett,  W.  Powlett 

19  Harcourt,  John  33  RuiTcl,  Lord  William 

20  Howard,  Henry  34  Sheridan,  R.  B. 

21  Jekyl,  Jofeph  35  Spencer,  Lord  Robert 

22  St.  John,  St.  Andrew  36  Sturt,  Charles 

23  Jervoife,  C.  Jervoife  37  Tnylor,  M.  A.    - 
24.  Lambton,  William  Henry  38  Thompfon,  Thomas 

25  Long,  Samuel  *  39  Tarleton,  General  ' 

26  Maitland,  Hon,  Thomas  40  Vyner,  Robert 

27  M'Leod,  General  N.  41  Vyner,  R.  junior 

28  Milbanke,  Ralph  42  Walwyn,  James 

29  North,  Dudky  43  Whitbread,  Samuel,  jua, 

30  Plumer,  William 

Including  the  two  Tellers,  Mr.  Sheridan  and  Mr.  Whitbread. 

Tuefdafy   6th  January.  '    . 

Mr.  MAtJRICE  ROBINSON  rofe  to  inform  the  Houfe,  that 
he  ftvould  not,  unlefe  the  Houfe  defired  it,  make  the  motbn  of 
■which  he  had  given  notice. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  as  there  would  be  to-morrow  a  Commit- 
tee on  the  Supplies  of  the  Navy,  Mr.  Robinfon  might  then  have  a 
fair  opportunity  of  afking  any  queftions  he  might  think  neceffary, 
and  of  difcufling  any  point  on  which  he  wi(hed  to  be  fatisfied. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  requefted  Mr.  Robinfon  at  leaft  to  ftatc 
*  Ihe  objea  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  ftated,  that  he  had  afked  a  queftion  concern- 
"^  the  navy  a  few  evenings  paft,  and  had  been  told  that  it  was  not 
Foper  for  him  to  do  fo,  when  no  queftion  was  before  the  Houfe, 
and  that  he  ought  to  produce  a  fpecific  motion  on  the  fubjeft. 
^  Mr.  DUNDAS  thought  it  neceffary  that  the  objedt  of  the  mo- 
tion (hould  be  more  fpecifically  ftated  ;  that  it  might  be  known 
^nat  fort  of  information  the  honourable  gentleman  wanted,  in  order 
l^t  the  perfons  applied  to  might  know  whether  they  could  give  th« 
information  required. 

Mr.  ROBtNSON  faid,  that  his  inquiry  would  relate  to  the 
^nftruftio^  of  our  marine  ;  he  had  been  informed  that  the  French 
*«ips  were  much  fwifter  failers  than  ours  j  of  this  he  wifhed  to  know 
"le  caufe.  Some  other  points  it  would  be  neceffary  to  have  cleared 
^*  Several  rumours  had  gained  ground  to  the  difadvantage  of  our 
^av}' ;  fuch  rumours  fhould  be  inquired  into.  In  the  King's  fpeech 
there  was  no  mention  of  the  navy ;  this  was  another  circumftance, 
^hich  he  ftiould  think  neceffary  to  difcufs.  He  was  inclined,  at 
prefent,  to  follow  the  plan  fuggefted  by  Mr.  Grey. 
.  The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  it  was  the  cuftom  of  .the  Houfe,  on 
I       VQL.XL.  Z  ^  • 

y  Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


jyo  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1795 

a  Committee  of  Suppljf ,  to  permit  gendemcn  to  put  any  qucftior^ 
and  to  difcufs  any  topic,  relative  to  the  bufirtefs. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  would  not  have  troubled  the 
Houfe  any  farther,  had  he  rfiit  heard  fome  expreflSons  refpe^ng  ni- 
inours.  Every  one  knew  the  bad  effedl  that  vague  and  general  ru^ 
moursy  ftated  indefinitely,  were  fifeefy  fo  product.  He  was  ianxioi» 
to  difcufs  that  fubjefl,  and  Wilhed  to  have  fomethfng  more  fpecifie 
,    tefpefting  the  rumours,  Jthan  a  mere  unexplained  allufioit. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  ftated,  that  it  had  been  fuggeftcd  to  him,  that 
notwithftandhig  the  fignal  viftory  gained  by  Lord  HSwe  on  the  firff 
of  June,  the  French  had  a  fuperiority  at  fca.  He  alfo  wifliedto 
know  what  dould'be  the  rcafon  that  a  fleet,  blocked  up  by  Lord 
Howe  in  the  Mediterranean-,  had  been*  fufFercd  to  efcape,  and  the 
reafon  likewife  of  the  infufficiency  of  our  navy  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  expreffed  himfelf  anxious  to  difcufs  the 
fubjedt  more  particularly,  becaufe  he  was,  of  all  others,  the  moft 
concerned  in  a  perfonal  view,  and  was  equally  a6luated  With  them 
by  public  motives.     As  far,  faid  Mr.  Pitt,  as  I  may  be  pcrfonally 
concerned,  I  have  the  ftrongeft  wifti  that  the  Houfe  ftiould  be  2s 
well  attended  as  poffible.     But  there  are  fome  points  ii^  which  the 
right  honourable  gentle/nan  ftates  the  naval  fuperiority  of  the  enemyr 
to  which  I  ftiall  juft  refer.    After  that  glorious  vidory  obtained  by 
Lord  Howe,  it  was  necqffary  that  the  Britilh  fleet  fliould  return  &>' 
refit ;  no  tinie  had  been,  loft  in  preparing  that  fleet  again  for  fca. 
It  had  failed,  defyii^  the  enemy,  and  alferting  its  fuperiority  in  its 
ilfttive  element.     But  from  thofe  caufes  incident  to' flic  Marine  of 
every  State,  the  violence  of  the  wind  and  the  damage  incident  tt) 
autumnal  cruizes,  k  had  been  neceflTary  to  remain  fome  time  irt 
port.     With  refpeft'  ta  another  point  which  the  honourable  gendc* 
man  had  alluded  to,  namely,  the  efcape  of  the  French  fleet  which 
iiad  been  blocked  up  in  the  Mediterrarfcan ;  if  that  point  were  mi- 
itutery  invefjtigated,  fo  far  from  any  blame  attaching  here,  it  would 
f  umifli  rattver  matter  of  furprife  how  that  experienced  officer  who 
coitiihanded  had  been  able  too  keep  that  force  blocked  up  for  fo  loi^ 
a  time.     The  other  point  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
alluded  was,  our  naval  operations  in  the  Weft  Indies.     In  thi* 
quarter,  he  faid,  it  would  be  found  that  we  had  maintained  our 
fuperiority.     But  all  thefe  poirttSy  the  Chancellor  o/the  Exchqucr 
faid,  would  more  properly  come  before  tfic  Houfe  to-morrow  when 
the  fupplies  ftiould  be  under  confideration,  anfd  would  furnrfh  cauft 
for  farther  inquiry,  if  it  ftiould  be  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe  d^^ 
any  farther  inquiry  was  neceflfary. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  Ud,  that  he  thought  the  KingV  ^cchvoutd 
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■fanufli  ConftltutSontl  grounds  for  a  motion  of  iAqdry^  as  nothing 
W  been  therein  mentioned  refpefiing  the  navy. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  anfwered,  that  he  Ihould  not  (hrink  from 
iny  inquiry  wkich  the  honourable  gentleman  might  think  proper  to 
fcring  forward.  With^refpeft  to  the  obfervation  that  Hi?  Majefty's 
"Speech  contained  no  mention  of  the  navy,  in  that  part  of  the  fpeech 
^hich  mentions  the  fupplics,  the  navy  is  neceffadly  included;  and 
4iete  is  another  paflage,  in  which  His  MajeAy  fpeaks  of  his  reli* 
ance  on  tBe  valour  of  his  forces  both  by  fea  and  land." 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  the  Minifter  had  uttered  fome  vrords  which 
he  intended,  no  doubt,  to  be  confidered  as  a  challenge  for  inquiry 
into  the  fubjedl  of  the  navy,  but  from  his  conduft,  there  was  no 
reafon  to  believe  he  was  fincerely  difpofed  to  do  what  he  faid  ;  the 
manner  in  whiclfhe  had  qondufted  himfelf  with  regard  to  inquiries,, 
gave  no  encouragement  to  any  Member  of  the  Houfe  to  move  for 
any,  for  he  Had  always,  ,when  his  own  conduft,  or  the  condud  of 
,WFiy  of  Ws  colleagues,  had  been  moved  to  be  inquired  intcf,  pom- 
{)oufly  denied  the  fa6l  that  was  alledged  as  a  foundation  for  inquiry^ 
arcfted  it  on  Ks  own  affertion,  and  then  infifted  upon  it,  that  no  in- 
quiry was  neceffary.    This  had  been  the  Minifter's  practice  hither- 
to, and,  Mr.^  Fox  Cud,  he  was  ^raid  he  could  vent-ure  to  foretel,  it 
was  thus  he  would  z&  with  regard  to  the  navy.     He  would  firft 
loftily  pretend  to  challenge  inquiry,  and  then,  if  an  inquiry  was 
moved  for,  he  would  infift  that  ^no  inquiry  was  neceflary.     But,  if 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  faw  this  matter  in  its  proper  light^ 
:and  had  no  peafon  to  fear  the  refult,  he  would  find  that  he  had  ev^ry 
modve  for  himfelf,  for  his  charader,  for  his  honour,  for  his  per- 
fonal  conseftions,  and,  above  all,  for  the  fatisfaflion  of  the  Public, 
\o  come  forward,  and  to  afk  the  Houfe  to  enter  into  this  inquiry. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fai4,  that  it  was  not  regular  to  debate 
this  point  at  pr^fent.  One  thing,  however,  he  would  fay,  that  he 
fliould  confult  his  own  honour  much  btttcr  by  following  the  didhttes 
of  his  own  ju;igment,  than  any  fujggeftions  of  the  right  honourable 
jgeatkman  (Mr.  Fox..) 

Tuefdcfifi  "Jth  January^ 

Mr.  LAMBTON  moved,  «  That  an  humble  Addrefs  (hould 
tc  prefented  to  Hi*  NJajefty,  to  give  diredions  that  there  (hould 
hi  laid  upon  the  table  a  return  of  fuch  foreign  troops  as  were  at 
prefcat  in  Britifli  pay.  And  alfo,  fecondly,  a  return  of  fuch  troops 
of  the  Elc6tor  of  Hanover,  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe-CaiTel,  the 
Landgrave  of  Heffe-Darmftadt,  as  had  fallen  during  the  war.'* 
He  &id  that  his  reafoo  for  making  thcfe  motionS|  was  in  order  Xq 
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flicw  the  public  the  extraordinary  expence  with  which  the  prefent 
fcale  of  operations  was  attended  to  the  country.     In  addition  to  th< 
fubfidy,  about  30I.  was  paid  for  every  foldier  belonging  to  the  fuh- 
lidizcd  powers,  who  fell  during  the  war.    At  the  fiege  of  Dunkirk,, 
he  underftood  that  not  fewer  than  3,500  Hanoverians  in  the  cover- 
ing ai:my  of  Marfhal  Freytag,  were  killed  in  one  day  ;  the  lofs  of 
whom  w^ould  coft  the  Public  nearly  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
befides  many  more  who  had  fallen  in  the  courfe  of  the  j:anr>paign. 
Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftated',  that  he  had  no  obje<3ion  that  the 
returns,  which  had  been  m*oved  for,  Ihould  be  produced.       He 
would  only  remark  that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  a  little  mif- 
taken  with  refpedl  to  the  fum  which  he  had  mentioned.    But  fureljr 
in  an  extended  fcale  of  operations,  fuch  as  the  prefent  war  required, 
a  fum  of  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  given  by  the  countr}*^,    in  or- 
der to  defray  the  expence  of  replacing   the  troops  who  had  fallen, 
-was  a  confideration  which  could  no-\iays  go  to  affedt  the  general 
reafonlng  on  the  fubjedV. 

Major  MAITLAND  moved,  "  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be 
prefented  to  His  Majefty,  praying  him  to  give  diredions  that  there 
ihould  be  laid  upon  the  table,  a  return  of  tlie  number  of  Britifh 
troops  killed,  wounded,  and  miffing  in  the  laft  campaign.'* 

Mr.  JEKYLL  faid,  that  on  a  former  night  he  had  put  a  queftion 
to  the  Minifter,  with  refpecl  to  the  amount  of  the  money  paid  to 

'  the  King  of  Pruffia,  and  had  received  an  anfwer,  that  it  amounted 
to  i,2oo,oool.  He  intended  to  have  followed  it  with  amotion 
with  refpc(5l  to  the  number  of  troops  employed  by  the  King  of  Pruf- 
fia, in  confequence  of  his  treaty  with  this  country ;  but  was  an- 

.  fwered,  that  there  were  no  official  accounts  on  that  particular  head. 
Since  then,  upon  looking  into  the  treaty,  he  found,  from  the  feventh 
article,  that  there  were  two  Commiffioners  to  be  appointed,  one  by 
the  Dutch,  and  one  by  this  country,  in  order  to  fee  that  the  ftipu- 
'lations  were  properly  fulfilled  on  the  part  of  bis  Pruffian  Majcft}'. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  would  certainly,  have  noobjedtion 
to  inform  the  Houfe  who  was  the  Commiffioncr  for  this  countr)'.— 
It  would  then  appear  whether  he  had  difcharged  his  duty,  in  mak- 
ing a  proper  return,  or  had  been  guilty  of  a  negleft  in  his  pubjip  ca- 
pacity. If  he  had  no  return  to  make,  the  cafp  would  certainly  be 
altered.  The  other  night  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated, 
that  he  had  a  fort  of  general  knowledge  of  the  co-operadon  of  the 
troops  of  his  Bruffian  Majefty,  which  had  been  of  effential  fervice  I 
to  tlie  cpmmon  caufe.^ — This  he  muft  either  have  had  from  hearfay,  1 
which  would  not  be  die  moft  regular  vj^ay,  or  from  the  communica- 
tions of  the  Commiffioncr.    He  now  meant  to  inquire,  whether  he 
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lid  not  contrive  to  communicate  this  general  fort  ©^knowledge  to 
Houfe,  by  giving  extrads  from  the  written  correfpondencc  of 
Commiffioncr,  which  might  be  blended  with  other  matters  diat 
might  not  be  proper  to  communicate ;  and  therefore  he  only  wifticd 
ir  fuch  extradls  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  might  deem  ex- 
:dient  to  produce,  fo  that  the  Public  might  be  fatisfied  that  their 
tnoney  had  been  properly  applied,  and  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  had 
duly  fulfilled  his  fhare  of  the  treaty. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  would  much  rather  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  put  his  propolition  into  the  form  of  a 
fpecific  motion.      If  the  honourable  gentleman  meant  that  the  Pruf- 
fian  troops  had   immediately  co-operated  with  the  Britifli  army  on 
^  the  Continent,    they  certainly  had  not ;  but  they  were  emploj^ed  on 
the  frontiers  of  France,  and  fo  far,  in  a  way  ufcful  to  the  purpofcs 
of  the  war.       Government  were  in  poffeffion  of  a  certain  degree  of 
information,  and  perhaps  the  moft  proper  way  in  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  could  put  his  motion  would  be,  to  apply  for  the  beft 
information  which  they  eould  give  on  the  fubjedl. 

Mr.  JEKYLL.  **  Was  there,  or  was  there  not,  a  Commif- 
fioner  from  this  country  r" 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT.  "  There  was  a  noble  Lord  who  was 
near  the  perfon  of  his  Pruffian  Majefty,  though  not  in  the  capacitjf 
ofaCommiflioner."  , 

Mr.  JEKYLL  then  moved  for  fuch  official  documents,  letters 
^t\d  extracts,  as  related  to  the  adive  co-operation  of  his  Pruflian 
Majefty,  in  purfuance  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  objefted  to  this  motion,  as  rdating  not 
to  the  amount  of  the  troops,  but  to  the  mode  of  operation — one  of 
thofe  circumftanccs  which  it  would  not  be  proper  to  communicate. 
After  fome  converfation,  the  motion  ^'as  withdrawn. 

Major  MAITLAND  remarked,  that  in  his  motion  for  the  return 
of  the  lofs  of  Britifh  troops,  he  had  omitted  thofe  taken  prifoners. 
It  was  therefore  to  be  underftood,  that  the  motion  was  exa£Uy  the 
fame  as  had  been  made  laft  year. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  then  moved  for  an  account  of  the  number  of 
tn)ops  employed  by  his  Pruffian  Majefty  in  purfuance  of  his  treaty 
VJith  this  country,  fo  far  as  the  fame  could  be  afcertained. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  alked,  whether  there  was  any  objeftion  to 
Viy  before  th«  Houfe  the  correfpondence  of  Lord  Malmefbury,  in 
order  to  afcertain  the  moft  material  point,  whether  the  King  of 
?^vjffia  had  kept  faith  with  the  country?  Now  that  Minifters  pro- 
pofed  to  give  an  immenfe  fum  to  the  Erfiperor,  to  induce  him  to 
continue  his  co-operation  ia  the  war,  it  was  of  confequence  to  h^ 
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baw  hr  .experience  would  warrant  our  reliance  on  the  fidelity  of 
Cpntlnental  alliances,  and  the  pundluality  with  which  they  fulfilled 
i&eir  engagements.  The  Minifter  might  fay  that  the  King  of  PruC-- 
fia  had  forty  or  fifty  th^ufand  men  on  the  frontiers,  but  were  thefe 
employed  for  the  purpofes  which  the  treaty  ftipula'ted,— It  might 
appear  from  thex»rrefpondence  of  Lord  Malmefbury,  that  he  had 
lemonftrated  with  the  King  of  Pruflia  on  the  circumftance  of  hav-.- 
ing  negle£led  to  ful61  his  engagements,  and  called  upon  him  to  make 
gpod  his  faith  to  this  country.  He  therefore  moved  for  fuch  parts 
3of  his  corrjclpondencc  as  might  be  communicated  with  fafety  or  pro* 
priety. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  had  much  rather  that  the  {\jb* 
jcft  fhould  be  brought  forward  for  a  feparate  difcuffion,  than  that 
the  important  bufinefs  of  the  day  (hould  be  interrupted,  which  gen- 
tlemen on  the  otlier  fid^  iiad  expreffed  fo  much  leageruefs  to  bring 
forward. 

TThc  SPEAKER  ftated  to  Mr.  Sheridan,  that  his  motion  wai 
pretty  much  of  the  fame  nature  with  that  which  had  already  beea 
withdrawn,  and  would  therefore  opome  forward  with  more  proprie^ 
on  another  day. 

The  Houfe  refolvcd  itfelf  into  a  Comjnittceof  Supply, 

Moved,  that  a  huQdred  thoufand  men  be  employed  for  the  fc|j 
fcrvice^of  the  current  year,  including  fifteen  thoufand  marines. 

Mr.  MAURICE  ROBINSON  faid,  that  the  honourable  gen-, 
tlemai]!  who  moved  the  Addxefs  had  varied  from  the  courtly  ftylc 
ufually  adopted  upon  fuch  occafions,  ar)d  called  upon  gentlemen  to 
fpeak  out  their  minds^     This  was  certainly  a  period  which  of  all 
mothers  demanded  the  exercife  of  that  privilege.     He  (hould  confidcf    . 
the  country  as  greatly  wanting  to  itfelf,  if  it  did  not  avail  itfelf  of  its 
navy,  and  give  to  it  its  full  ftrength.     A  negleft  of  the  na^j^,  he 
Ihould  jconfider  as  the  greateft  grievance  ui)der  whidi  the  country 
could  labour  from  the  mifconducS  of  adminiftration.    He  here  com- 
plained of  what  he  underftood  to  be  a  capital  defeS  in  the  conftrue- 
tion  of  our  Ihips,  namely,  that  in  point  of  fpeed  in  failing,  they 
were  inferior  to  the  French.    This  was  a  defied  produ(Mve  of  mucb 
inconvenience  and  mifchief,  and  called  loudly  for  .a  remedy. — If  he 
wiftied  to  give  a  fc#:igner  an  idea  of  the  ftrength,  the  magnificence 
and  the  glory  of  the  country,  he  would  carry  him,  not  to  Somerfet- 
houfe,  but  to  our  dock-yards.     He  thought  it  hardly  neceflfary,  ifl 
the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  enforce  the  importance  of  the 
navy,  but  he  was  forry  to  fay,  he  did  not  think  fufljcient  attention 
had  been  paid  to  it  during  the  prefent  war.     Inftead  of  fubfidjziflj 
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Ae  King  of  Pruffia,  the  money  fo  laid  out  might  have  been  much 
pK)re  profitably  expended  in  augmenting  the.  navy. 

Captain  BERKELEY  faid,  that  if  the  Lords  of  the  Admiraitf 
^d  been  bound  to  anfwer  the  queftions  put  to  them  by  the  honour- 
WjIc  gentleman,  he  (hould  not  have  rifen  ;  but  he  felt  it  neceffary 
m  fay  fomething,  as  the  chara<Scr  of  officers  of  the  navy  might  (oSat 
I  from  the  greater  expedition  of  French  vcffels :  this  might  probablf 
fcavc  fometimes  been  the  cafe.     He  was  ready  to  admit  that  the 
conftra6lion  of  our  fhips  might  be 'much  altered  for  the  better ;  he 
did  not,  however,  thmk  that  in  general  the  l?reneh  veffels  failed 
better  than  the  Englifli-     If  Mr.  Robinfon  had  riot  ftated  it  fo  ge- 
nerally, but^given  fome  particular  inftartces,  he  might  have  been 
ride  more  accurately  to  inveftigate  the  point.     He  knew  inftancc^^ 
however,  which  proved  that  the  reverfe  was  true*     In  the  year 
1793  an  Englifh  fleet  chafcfed  fix  French  vefTels,  which  were  among 
the  beft  of  their  navy  -,  feveral  of  our  (hips  were  coming  up  with 
Aem,  and  woufd  have  done  fo  if  bad  weather  had  not  prevented 
flicm.      One  was  up  with  them,  but  was  obliged,  from  the  fame 
caufe,  to  return.     Though  fingle "French  fhips  might  fail  better 
than  ours^  he  could  not  allow  that  the  French  (hips  failed  better  than 
the  EngUfli  in  a  body.     This  perhaps  was  not  the  time  during  a 
^^at,  to  mtroduce  any  improvement  into  the  conftrudlion  of  oinr 
flrips :  no  improvement  could  take  place  with  refpeA  to  thofe  already 
boUt,  or  Aofe  now  on  the  flocks.     When  there  ihould  be  an  op- 
portunity of  introducing  fuch  improvement,  he  (hould  think  that 
the  proper  way  would  be,  to  imitatp  the  examples  of  the  French, 
to  throw  open  the  fubjedt  to  the  public  at  large,  and  to  encourage  * 
the  exertions  of  ingenius  and  fcientific  men,  by  holding  out  medals 
and  premiums  for  the  beft  models.     Whenever  the  fubjeft  wa3 
brou^  forward  by  the  landed  gentlemen  in  that  Houfe,  he  and 
the  other  Members  in  the  naval  profeflTiort,  would,  he  was  confident, 
be  happy  to  lend  their  affiftance.     He  remarked  that  though  the 
Frenchr  models  were  better  than  ours,  ftill  our  workmanfhip  was 
faperior,  and*  he  trufled  when  they  (hould  be  called  forth,  we 
(hould  be  found  to  have  better  heads,    as  well '  as  better  hands, 
than  the  French.     He  could  not  help  noticing  what  fell  from  a 
right  honourable  gentleman,  Mr.  Fox,  on  a  former  evening  with 
rcfjpcft  fo  the  late  Firft  tord  of  the  Admiralty ;  as  a  naval  man 
he  might  be  fuppofed  to  be  able  to  form  fome  proper  judgment  on 
the  queftion  of  that  noble  Lord's  public  conduft.     He  was  about  to 
<Jcfend  the  charafter  of  one  of  the  moft  amiable  of  men  from  an  at- 
tack that  had  been  made  on  him ;  he  indeed  fliould  be  ungrateful 
if  he  were  not  to  do  fo.    One  great  circumftancc  ujFged^gainft^  hi«» 
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•was  the  capture  of  our  merchantmen :  Was  it,  however,  certain^ 
that  thefe  had  not  in  general  departed  without  convoy,  and  were  - 
what- were  technically  called  runners?  if  fo,  could  itpoffibly  be  the 
fault  of  the  Firft  Lorid  of  the  Admiralty  ?  befides,  the  underwriters 
were  induqed  fometimcs  to  infure  fo  largely  as  to  render  it  aimed 
indifferent  to  the  owners  whether  they  loft  their  veffels  or  not. 
Another  topic  which  had  been  infifted  on  was,  that  a  fleet  had  not 
been  fent  out  equal  or  fuperior  to  the  French.  If  this  had  been  the 
cafe,  he  (hould  have  been  as  ready  to  blame  the  condudl  of  the  Ad- 
miralty as  Mr»  Fox,  but  the  revcrfe  was  the  truth ;  for  the  fleet 
which  went  out  under  Lord  Howe  early  in  the  year,  was  one  of  the 
fineft  and  beft  appointed  he  ever  faw  ;  and  was  fuperior  to  the  French 
by  ten  or  eleven  velTcls.  Great  part  was  detached  very  properly 
by  the  Commander  in  Chiefs  to  convoy  one  of  the  lai^geft  and  richeft 
fleets  of  merchantmen  this  country  ever  faw  ;  he  believed  as  many 
as  eight  veflcls  were  detached.  Was  it  then  the  fault  of  the  firft 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  that  the  intereft  of  commerce  required  a 
large  convoy  ?  Even  after  this  they  were  not  inferior  to  the  enemy, 
as  the  glorious  event  fulBciently  proved.  If ^ this  convoy,  had  not 
been  detached,  we  (hould  have  had  no  engagement  with  the  enemy, 
who  would  never  have  been  induced  to  face  tis  fuperior  as  we  were, 
and  to  rifk  an  adi'on,  which  terminated  in  the  glorious  vidlory,  fo 
lavilhly  praifed  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  reprobated  the  treatment  which  he  had  met 
with  in  a  former  night  from  the  Minifters,  when  he  wifhed  to  put 
fomc  queries  relative  to  the  ftate  of  the  navy,  and  they  had  at- 
tempted to  crufh  him  by  the  united  foi:ce  of  their  fplendid  elequencc 
and  overbearing  influence.  He  feemed  principally  to  allude  to  Mr. 
Dundas,  of  whofe  want  of  fccond  fight  in  the  duties  of  his  numerous 
offices  he  complained.  He  infifted  on  the  fuperiority  of  the 
French  in  failing,  which  he  faid  had  been  attcfted  by  the  late  Ad- 
miral Byron.  / 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid,  that  the  honorable  gentleman  (Capt.  Ber- 
keley) had  ^)oke  with  great  candour  as  to  the  defecSs  and  the  con- 
ftru<Sion  of  our  fliips.  He  reprobated,  however,  the  diftinflion 
which  he  had  made,  when  he  talked  of  ,the  landed  gentlemen  in 
that  Houfe  as  the  moft  proper  perfons  to  bring  forward  queftions 
relative  to  the  ftate  of  the  navy,  as  highly  unparliamentary.  If 
any  fuch  diftindion  was  to  be  taken,  the  mercantile  reprcfentatives 
were  furely  more  interefted  in  every  thing  connefted  with  that  fub- 
jpa.  He  thought  a  time  of  war  the  moft  fit  for  attending  to  the 
improvement  of  the  conftruSion  of  all  fhips  that  might  be  built  for 
the  fervice.     The  honourable  gendeman  had  talked  of  his  very 
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great  obligations  to  the  late  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  :  other  officers 
whO;  perhaps^  had  not  received  the  fame  obligations^  did  not  talk 
of  him  fo  favourably.  Bur,  if  he  was  fo  well  qualified  for  the  litua- 
tion  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had  rcprefcnted  him,  it  was  very 
ftrange,  that,  after  having  for  fome  time  filled  that  office,  he  had 
been  turned  out,  in  order  to  make  room  for  another,  who  had  yet 
his  apprentice(hip  to  fervc. 

Admiral  GARDINER  faid,  that  fmm  what  had  been  ftated, 
it  might  have  been  fuppofed  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  to  attend  to  the  conftrudlion  of  the  (hips,  whereas  this^ 
part  of  the  bufinefs  belonged  to  the  Navy  furvcyors.  He  differed 
ki  one  refpe<ft  with  his  honourable  friend  (Capt  Berkeley).  Fron> 
what  he  had  fcen  of  the  French  (hips,  he  was  prepared  to  admit 
that  they  failed  fafter  than  ours.  It  was  certainly  the  fafl,  that 
firom  the  mode  which  they  adopted,  they  were  rtuch  better  con- 
flrufted.  When  a  ihip  was  to  be  built  of  a  certain  rate,  .premiums 
were  offered  for  the  beft  models  ;  thefe  were  fubmitted  to  an  Aca- 
demj  of  Sciences,  and  the  model  which  was  judged  to  be  the  moft 
complete  was  adopted.  Since  he  had  been  in  the  navy,  which  wa9 
now  within  a  month  of  forty  years,  we  had  greatly  improved  in  the 
conftru.9ion  of  our  (hips,  in  confequence  of  the  French  prizes 
which  we  had  taken  ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  we  (hould  continue  to 
improve  from  the  fame  circumftande.  If  we  wifhed  to  improve 
the  conftrudtion  of  (hips  ftill  further,  we  would  do  well  to  imitate 
the  French  pra6tice,  in  holding  out  a  premium  for  the  beft  models. 
He  concluded  with  a  panegyric  on  the  diligence  of  the  late  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty.  Tkit  noble  Lord  had  made  it  his  ftudy  to  do 
his  duty^ ;  and,  from  an  acquaintance  with  him  for  five  years,  hq 
would  take  upon  him  to  fay,  that  no  man  was  better  informed  with 
rdfpeft  to  what  related  to  his  ofHce.  Nothing,  he  was  aflured,. 
would  give  the  noble  Lord  greater  pleafure  than  an  enquiry  into  his 
public  conduct. 

Captain  BERKELEY  explained  his  referring  to  countrj^  gentle- 
men as  the  moft  proper  to  bring  forward  the  fubjecl  of  improving 
the  conftru6lion  of  our  (hips,\  as  fuch  a  propofal  nji^t  appear  invi- 
dbus  of  originating  from  the  \izv2l  officers* 

Mr.  FOX  ftated,  that  he  had  been  accufed  with  having  made 
an  attack  upon  the  charadcr  of  the  noble  Lord  lately  at  the  head 
of  the  Admiralty.  He  had  fo  m\ich  intention ;  he  had  indeed  faid, 
that  his  public  condudt  was  not  f^ch  as  appeared  to  him  to  defcrve 
approbation,  but  without  the  fmal^eft  feelJhg  of  perfonal  difrefpeft. 
He  had  laft  fcffion  ftated  grounds  for  an  enquiry  into  the  condu(8 
ef  the  noble  Lord  \  he  had  not  Isitely  made  fo  minute  an  enquigf 
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into  particulars  as  he  did  upon  that  occafi(m>  but  he  Mras  prq>9x:ed 
to  fiate  the  general  refult,  that  the  captures  of  lall  year  exceeded 
&c  number  of  fliips  taken  witUna  fimilar  fpace  in  any  former  war,^ 
and  exceeded  alfo  the  proportion  of  the  increafe  of  our  commerce. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  the  navy  ought  to  have  been  increafed  more 
in  the  prefent  war  than  in  any  former  period.  But  he  was  toldji 
that  from  the  increafe  of  our  commerce,  we  might  expedl  a  greater 
number  of  fhlps  to  be  taken.  If  our  conunerce  was  increafed,  it 
afforded  alfo  the  means  of  increafii^  our  navy,  and  thereby  pro* 
viding  an  additional  degree  of  fecurity.  Though  our  navy,  hft 
CPiifefied,  was  large  and  refpe6table,  Ml  It  was  by  no  means  what- 
it  ought  to  have  been.  At  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the 
Erench  navy  was  weak,  and  it  muft  certainly  appear  from  the  re- 
ifull  of  the  naval  operations,  that  our  navy  has  not  had  that  efltft 
upon  the  decifion  of  the  conteft  which  it  ought  to  have  had,  from 
its  great  fqperiority  to  that  of  the  enemy.     An  honourable  gcndc^ 

'  man  faid,  we  had  been  lavifli  in  out  praifes  of  the  vidory  of  the 
J  ft  of  June ;  we  had  only  been  juft.  No  man  would  accufe  him 
with  wifhing  to  detrad  from'  the  glory  of  that ;  dill,  however,  pru-» 
dence  fhould  have  didated,  that  the  Englifti  (hould  at  leafi  have 
been  equal  to  the  French.  The"  French  had  at  prefent  in  Toulon  , 
a  fleet  of  fifteen  fail,  and  it  was  a  queftion  whether  it  might  not  b« 
equal  to  our  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  which,  from  its  longab- 
fence,  muft  now  h6  confiderably  deficient  in  force  and  the  number  . 
of  its  men,  and  he  was  forry  to  add^  with  rofpeci  to  Britifti  feamen, 
in  difcipline.  He  was  told  the  xioble  Lord  (Chatham)  had  been 
injured ;  if  fo,  he  muft  have  been  by  thofe  who  had  piit  him  out  of 
office.  He  lamented  that  our  naval  exertions  had  been  obftrufted 
by  an  oftentatious  difplay  of  zcalnn  the  land  fervice.  Upwards  of 
:jo1.,  he  underftood,  had  been  given  for  a  man ;  a  circumftance 
which  had  grealy  injured  the  recruiting  for  the  Navy,  and  which 

.the  country  might  afterwards  have  occafion  to  rue.  It  was  the 
true  policy  of  this  country  to  encourage  as  many  kndmen  as,pofliblc 
to  enter  into  the  feafcrvice.  When  he  heard,  talk  of  an  invafion, 
an  event  which  he  had  not  been  accuftomed  to  regard  with  great 
apprehenfion,  he  muft  own  that  he  would  feel  much  nnore  fecuic 
from  a  certain '  fupcriority  at  fea,  tlian  from  any  number  of  land 
forces.  'When  to  all  the  difafters  we  had  experienced  at  fea,  he 
added  the  glaring  deficiency  of  intelligence,  which  had  appeared  in 
fo  many  inftancee,  he  muft  own  that  he  could  not  give  to  the  noble  • 
pcrfon  lately  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  credit  for  all  the  dili- 
gence that  had  been  afcribed  to  him.     He  always  underftood  that 

4hc  French  ftiips  failed  fafter  than  ours  ^  in  this  idea  he  was  co{b 
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firmed  by  ^whit  had  fallen  from  the  gallant  Admiral.  He  had 
kamed  both  from  him  and  from  the  honourable  Captain,  that  we 
(iwed  to  French  models  the  improvertients  in  ,thc  conftniftion  of 

*  ma  (hips.  We  were  indebted  to  both  of  tfie  gallant  officers  for 
Ringing  Frendi  prizes  into  our  ports,  and  fo  enabling  us  to  im- 

,  fiove  by  the  fuperic^  ingenuity  of  the  enemy.  But  it  furely  was 
itot  veiy  fluttering  to  the  fcience,  induftry,*  and  glory  of  the  country, 
to  be  obliged  to  imprave  by  others,  and  to  be  content  always  to 
Imitate.  He  was  told  that  it  did  not  belong  to  the  Admiralty  to 
attend  to  the  conftrudtion  of  (hips.  He  did  riot  Care  to  whom  it 
belonged  ;  he  had  a  right  to  expeft  attention  to  this  particular 
fr)m  the  executive  Government.  He  al\\'ays  underitood  that  the 
Admiralty  had  the  fuperintehding  power  with  refpeft  to  whatevcif 
idated  to  die  navy.  He  was  entitled  to  a(k  them  why  meafurcs 
had  not  been  taken  fboner  to  improve  the  conftruflion  of  our  (hips* 
The  time  of  war  was  urged  as  an  argument  why  thefe  meafures 
Codd  not  be  taken  at  prefent>  the  very  circum(tance  which,  in  hia 
mind,  iveighcd  nnoft  powerfully  that  they  fliould  be  adopted  without 
lofs  of  time.  He  was  told  that  no  improvement  -could  be  intro- 
Aiced  with  refpedL  to  Ihlps  already  built,  or  that  were  now  upon 
thcftodcs;  but  he  fliould  deem  it  a  criminal  negled,  if  care  was 
toot  takati  to  fet  on  fpot  the  building  of  new  (hips  upon  the  improved 
wn(hudion,  wherever  it  waspofTible,  and  this,  he  truftcd,  would 
be  the  fir(t  meafurc  of  the  new  Board  of  Adnfiiralty.  To  all  that 
he  had  ftated,  he  had  heard  no  other  anfwer  than  what  had  been 
give  laft  year,  an  enumeration  of  the  fliips  taken,  including  thofc 
we  had  got  by  capitulation,  at  Toulon.  But  it  was  not  a  pleafing 
drcumffance,  that  one  of  our  own  (hips  of  the  line  had  ^'fallen  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  a  circumftance  which  had  riot  often  hap- 
pened in  former  wars  to  this  country ;  only  one- had  been  taken 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  American  war,  arid  that  had  been 
retaken.  '  With  refpedl  to  the  Admiralty  itfelf,  the  charafter  of 
Ihc  noble  Lord  has  been  more  injured  by-  his  colleagues  than  by 
any  otiher  perfon.  It  has  been  faid  that  nothing  would  be  more 
plca(ing  to  that  noble  Lord,  than  to  have'  an  inquiry  initituted  with 
itfpeA  to  his  public  conduct.  A  general  wi{h""of  that  fort  has  fo 
oftcjn  been  expreffed,  and  the  particular  propofition  when  brought 
forward,  defeated  by  fome  particular  confideration;  that  much  (tel^ 
Will  not  now  be  laid  on  fuch  a  declaration.  If  the  noble  Lord  was 
indeed  the  able  and  diligent  charader  he  has  been  held  out.  It  can 
^nly  be  faki  that  he  had  the  moft  injurious  colleagues,  and  the  moft 
ungrateful  puWic,  fince  the  former  mult  have  cortfented  to  remove 
Wm  firom  a  fituation  which  he  occupied  with  io  much^redit,  and 
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perhaps  no  chaAge  was  ever  fo  generally  approved  by  the  latter.  Mr. 
Fox  concluded  that  the  navy,  of  England  was  of  more  importance 
now,  than  at  any  former  period-  The  whole  of  the  campaign' 
ought  to  teach  Minifters  the  inefficacy  of  military  operations.  He 
had  been  told  that  there  werefliips  ready  tobefent  to  fea,  if  they  could 
get  perfons  to  man  them.  He  trufled  that  this  was  not  the  fiatft, 
and  that  fteps  would  be  taken  immediately  to  procure  more  fhips  and 
more  men  for  the  fcrvice,  ,and  that  no  diminution  of  the  militaiy 
force  would  be  confidered  as  too  great  a  facrifice,  in  order  to. extend 
the  fcale  of  our  naval  exertions. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  taking  notice  of  fomc  of  Ac  oWerva" 
iions  of  Mr.  Robinfon,  relative  to  the  right  of  every  Member  to 
call  for  information  from  the  fervants  of  the  Crown,  admitting  that 
right,  and  rejefting  all  idea  of  endeavouring  to  prevent  it,  pro<»ed«d 
to  juilify  himfelf  as  to  attention  to  his  dut)'  in  the  Nary  Pay-Office, 
for  which,  he  trufted,  the  Houfe  would  excufe  him  when  they  re- 
flefted  how  neceffary  it  was  to  prevent  the  cfFeft  which  irifinuatipns 
might  otherwife  produce.     With  r^ard  to  what  had  been  laid  by 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  .the  Houfe,  ' 
on  the  neccfiity  of  doing  every  thing  that  could  poffibly  be  done  to 
improve  our  navy,  he  was  ready  to  fubfcribe  to  eyeiy  word  of  it ; 
but  he  would  be  bold  enough  to  fay  that  there  had  not  been  the  leaft 
negligence  in  that  refpect.     And  therehe  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  thefituation  bf  this  country  at  the  commencement 
of  the  war :  which  had  yet  been  of  only  two  years  duration.     Wc 
began  with  only  fixteen  thoufand  men.     Laft  year  we  had  eighty- 
five  thoufand  feamen.     We  h^d  now  on  board  of  our  (hips  of  waf 
no  lefs  than  ninety-five'  thoufand  men — this  was  the  exertion  of 
Government  in  the  department  of  the  navy  in  the  fpace  of  ^ 
years  ;  in  this  fituation,  he  would  venture  to  fay,  thatfuch  exertion 
had  not  been  exceeded  at  any  time  in  this  country. 

With  regard  to  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid/ 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  attack  the  private  charader  of  the  Firft 
Lord  of  the  Admiralt)%  Mr.  Dundas  faid  he  admitted  that,  and  it 
was  but  juftice  to  that  right  honourable  gentleman  to  declare  he  un- 
derftood  him  to  fpeak  of  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  as  a  public 
man,  and  in  that  view  too  he  would  venture  to  fay  of  him  it  was 
impofliblc  to  ftate  one  fa6t  to  the  difadvantage  of  that  noble .  I^*^'* 
he  would  defy  any  man  breathing  to  fay  there  had  been  a  fault  i^ 
any  one  part  of  the  naval  exertions  of  this  country.  But  this  va» 
jMJt  all ;  for  inftead  of  there  having  been  no  fault,  there  was  un- 
common merit  in  our  naval  exertions.  The  Committee  would  1*- 
cdledl,  tlxat  in  the  profecution  of  former  wars  it  had  been  cuft*- 
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msuj  to  ranfack  almoft  every  merchant  fhip  for  all  Jts  faildrsj  and 
to  proceed  on  fuch  a  fcale  as,  for  a  time,  almoft  entirely  to  deftroy 
our  trade.     But  at  this  moment  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  faying, 
that  notwithftanding  the  aftonifliing  exertions  which  had  been  made 
to  incrcafc  our  navil  force,  our  trade  remained  almoft  entire :  there- 
fore, let  it  not  be  faid  there  had  been  any  want  of  exertiort  on  the 
part  of  the  noble  Ix>rd  who.  had  been  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty.    There  was  another  thing  to  be  confidered,  which  tended  to 
prove  the  merit  of  our  naval  exertions  ;  he  would  aflc  the  Commit- 
tee to  recolledl  the  nature  of  the  difficulties  which  we  had  to  ftrugglc 
widi  in  procuring  men  for  the  navy  in  the  prcfent  war  ;  we  all  know 
there  was  a  great  ardour  in  the  Public  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  caufe  in 
which  we  were  engaged  ;  and  he  was  ready  to  confcfs  there  were 
none  who  partook  more  of  that  ardour  than  our  failors ;  but  it  muft 
be  allowed  alfo,  that  a  gr^at  and  powerful  ftimulus  to  entering  into 
the  naval  fervice,  and  which  operated  in  other  wars,  did  not  exift » 
in  this ;  he  meant  the  love  of  prize-money  ;  in  this  the  Englifli  fai- 
lor  had  often  been  fupported  by  the  hope  of  returning  to  his  wife 
and  millrefs  with  a  load  of  wealth,  and  under  that  idea  the  wife  or 
miftrefshad  often  confented  to  his  adventure.     But  here  there  was 
no  fuch  caufe  to  operate ;  for,  to  look  after  a  prize  from  the  French 
at  fea,  was  like  looking  for  a  pin  in  a  hay-ftack.     He  agreed  with 
the  ri^t  honourable  gentleman,  that  there  had  been  an  interference 
with  the  manning  of  the  navy,  by  recruiting  for  the  land  fervice ;  but 
if  the  manner  in  which  the  fervice  of  the  army  had  been  fupported, 
was  an  improper  ohe,  he  was  ready  to  take  his  (hare  of  the  refpon- 
fibility  which  ought  io  be  attached  to  it ;  if  there  was  a  crime,  he 
was  ready  to  plead  gailty  to  it ;  but  be  that  as  it  might,  it  could 
not  be  confidered  as  any  fault  of  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 
It  might  be  made  a  channel  for  attacking  the  conduct  of  the  Execu- 
tive Government  generally,  and  if  it  fhould,  he  would  be  ready  to 
defend  it ;  but  it  could  not  be  brought  as  a  complaint  againft  thofc 
who  had  the  immediate  care  of  our  naval  exertions.     What  was 
the  nature  of  our  fituation  with  regard  to  our  fleet  at  this  moment  ? 
It  had  been  infinuated  that  we  had  many  (hips  which  we  could 
not  man,  and  that  we  were  at  a  lofs  to  man  them.     God  forbid 
we  (hould  be  in  fuch  a  fituation.     He  ihould  not  now,  for  reafons 
which  muft  be  obvbus,  detail  all  the  circumftances  in  this  parti- 
cular ;  but  if  he  were  to  do  fo,  he  was  confident  tlv2  Houfe  would 
be  aftoniflied,  as  Well   as  plcafcd,  at  fincUng  the  fituation  of  our 
fleet  at  this  time,  and  the  force  which  we  had  ready  for  the  moment 
wc  fliould  chufe  to  employ  them  ;  having  faid  this,  and  believing, 
as  he  didj  that  our  naval  force  was  at  tlus  very  moment  (3<^  >  ble  to 
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&at  of  the  moft  exa^erated  account  of  the  enemy  ;  *  of  their  foroafj 
he  was  ready  to  admit,  that  the  naval  exertions  of  the  enemy  wcii 
fuchas  to  aroufe  his  alarm,  bujtGod  forbjd  itfhould  create  ourfeaf^ 
But  let  us  fee  how  we  ftood :  We  had  now  in  our  naval  fcrvice  neaij 
Hinety  thoufand  men,  atid  in  that  number,  by  no  riieans  €he  ^pso^. 
portion  of  landfmen  which  the  nature  of  the  fervice  \!*^s  capable  o| 
admitting ;  therefore  we  might  fpread  them  much  wider  over  ow 
fleet,  and  fuj)ply  by  landmen  the  number  of  failors  taken  out  of  thtf 
(hips  to  which  they  now -belonged  ;  and  in  this  fituation  the  Com^ 
mittee  were  now  called  upon  to  add  fifteen  thoufand  feamcn  to  thd 
fiaval  force.  He  looked  upon  this  as  the  moft  profpcrous  fituarioill 
this  countiy  colild  be  in  ;  for  he  believed  that  one  hundred  thoufand  I 
men  had  never  before  this  been  at  one  time  in  the  naval  fcrvice  or  i 
this  country.  And  whatever  mfeafure  might  hereafter  be  ncccffarf^ 
for  the  continuance  of  the  naval  fuperiority  of  this  country,  he  trufterf 
it  would  be  adopted  ;  for  he  trufted  that  whatever  difference  fotae 
points  in  politics  might  create  in  that  Houfe,  there  was  but  ot\^  fen-  j 
tincient  in  it  as  to  the  neceflity  of  fupportirtgthe  navy  ;  but  he  feared  1 
that  the  farther  augmentation  could  not  be  made  in  the  fame  manncf 
as  the  force  had  been  already  ralfed,  becaufe  failors  had  not  th«  | 
feme  inducement  to  enter  into  this,  as  they  had  to  enter  fnto  other 
wars.  But  he  believed  the  paft  exertions' would  atifwer  all  the  pur- 
pofes  which  the  people  of  this  country  could  defire.  But  he  fhould 
have  faid  fomething  on  a  point  which  had  cfcaped  him  ;  he  meant 
the  eonftruftion  of  our  fliips;  He  believed  there  was  fome  truth  irt 
Ae  affertion,  that  our  fhips,  in  pointofconftruftion,  might  be  in- 
ferior to  the  enemy ;  but  he  had  no  doubt  that  in  every  thing  which 
irclated  to  the  workmanfliip,  we  were  much  fuperior  ;  arid  however 
paradoxical  the  thing  might  feem,  he  Would  affign  as  one  reafon  fof 
the  fuperiority  of  the  French  fhips  in  point  of  conftrudlion,  it  was 
the  general  fuperiority  of  our  naval  force.  We  had  always  an  idea 
that  we  could  fink  the  French  fhips  by  fighting  ;  and  he  would  darp 
tX)  fay,  that  if  the  gallant  Admiral  who  had  fpoken  to-niglit,  and 
who  fat  fo  much  at  his  eafe  now  in  the  Houfe,  and  who  had  sld- 
!nitted  the  fuperiority  of  the  conftrudicn  of  the  French  fhips,  was 
to  meet  one  of  them,  he  would,  with  her  fuperiority>  undertake  » 
blow  her  out  of  the  water,  if  fhe  attempted  to  engage  with  him* 
There  was  another  reafon  for  this  fuperiority  of  conftruftion  \  ^ 
was  the  hatred  with  which,  in  this  country,  a  ptoje(5lor  was  held* 
The  moment  a  man,  however  ingenious  he  might  be,  faid  he  had 
jiny  projex^,  he  was  almoft  always  treated  as  a  madman  ;  by  tto 
we  fometimes'loft  (tght  of  our  intcreft ;  for  although  but  few  pr^ 
jefts  would  attfwer  to  the  far^^uine  hopes  of  a  proje<9:or,  yet  nwn? 
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it  have  merit  to  a  certain  extent ;  he  therefore  declattd  he 
d  be  jeady  to  receive  iiiggeftions  that  might  be  given  him,  and 
cx>-operate  with  their  authors,  if  he  law  any  piofped:  of  any  im^ 
ement  to  our  naval  arcUte<5ture. 
Mr.  SHERIDAN  (aid,  he  csertainly  agreed  with  the  right  h<K 
ible  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  that  there  was  hardly  any  dif- 
ncc  of  opinion  in  the  Committee  as  to  the  propriety  of  (upport^ 
our  naval  fuperiorlty,  but  it  was  from  an  apprehendon  that  na 
fobftantial  good  would  arife  to  the  country  from  what  had  been  faid 
|&-night,  unlefs  Minifters  were  fpurred  on,  that  he  ihould  trouble 
fte  Committee  on  this  fubje<ft.     He  was  the  more  of  that  opinionj^ 
urben  he  obferved  the  manner  in  which  the  right  honouiable  gende- 
]*ian  had  conveyed  his  fentiments  to-night.     He  had  faid,  that  one 
luf  the  reafons  for  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy  in  the  conftrudtion  of 
^ir  ihips,  arofe  from  the  contempt  in  which  proje<aors  were  held 
>  &  this  country  j  if  that  wa?   the  cafe,  he  was  afraid   the  matter 
%ould  be  neglected ;  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  at  the 
lime  he  admitted  the  fyperiority  of  the  enemy  in  one  refpc<ft,  and 
At  dcfe<Siiyene{s  of  the  oonftrudion  of  our  fhips,  conveyed  an  idesi 
ttiat  he  thought  our  (hips  altogether  as  good  as  they  need  be,  and 
this  when  he  knew  it  was  pot  the  opinion  of  the  beft  naval  officers 
of  this  country,     He  had  obferved,  that    if  the  gallant  Admira! 
were  to  meet  one  of  the  (hips  of  the  enemy,  he  would  undertake  to 
blow  it  out  of  the  water.     Mr.  Sheridan  had  no  doubt  of  the  cou- 
rage or  the  fkill  of  that  great  naval  Officer :  on  the  contrary,  ^le 
concurred  heartily,  in  the  praife  which  had  been  fo  juftly  beftowci}. 
upon  him  ;  but  when  he  talked  of  blowing  the  enemy  out  of  the 
^ater,  there  was  one  thing  to  be  done  firft,  namely,  to  catch  them, 
which  we  were  not  vcrj'  likely  to  do,  while  they  could  fail  fefter 
than  us,  and  which  it  was  now  admitted  they  were  able,  to  do.  Mr. 
Sheridan  faid  he  was  very^forry  to  fee  any  difpofition  to  treat  this 
inatter  lightly,  and  he  wifhcd  we  mighf  hear  of  fome  mcafure  being, 
taken  in  confequence  of  what  had  paffed  to-day,  although  he  con- 
fcffed  he  had  no  very  flattering  hope  of  any  great  good  being  done. 
It  had  been  faid  by  an  honourable  Member  (Captain  Berkeley)  that 
fi«gle  Ihips  of  the  enemy  failed, better  than  ours,  but  that  they  did 
not  fail  better  in  a  body  :  he  did  not  pretend  to  have  m'uch  know- 
ledge of  failing,  but  as  a  fleet  could  ndt  be  formed  but  by  a  collccElion 
of  fingle  (hips,  he  did  not  fee  how  the  diftindion  could  be  fupport- 
cdby  reafoning. — A  great  deal  had  been  faid  as  to  the  charader  of 
the  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  ;  fome  had  exprcffed  indignation 
that  any  doubt  ihould  have  been  expreflTcd  of  the  adequate  abilities 
M'tbc  noble  Lord  y  odiers  had  faid  that  he  was  an  amiable  charac- 
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tcr.    To  the  firft  he  would  anfwcr  that  he  cared  for  the  indignatloit 
of  no  man,  when  he  was  doing  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  his 
duty  to  the  Public,  and  fpeaking  perhaps  the  voice  6f  the  Public. 
To  the  fecond  he  would  fay,  that  it  was  not  an  amiable  firft  Lord. 
of  the  Admiralty  we  wanted,  but  it  was  an  attentive,  aflive,  aitd 
vigilant  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and  if  this  was  the  charafler 
of  the  noble  Lord,  he  bad  beenmoft  ungratefully  treated  by  the 
Public,  and  fhamefully  deferted  by  his  colleagues,  and  in  that  fup^ 
pofition,  the  beft  thing  the  Houfe  could  do  was,  to  addreft  His  , 
Majefty  to  difmifs  from  his  Councils  thofc  who  had  advifcd  to  turn 
out  of  fo  important  an  office,  a  nobleman  fo  well  qualified  to  fill 
it,  and  to  place  in  his  ftead  another,  who,  whatever  his  talents  may 
be,  muft  goth/ough  an  apprenticefhip  in  the  fefvice.     He  agreed 
with  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  in  one  thing, 
,  that  nothing  was  to  begot  by  this  war;  that  was  what  we  all  knew, 
and  of  wh.ch  he  needed  not  to  have  reminded  us  ;  but  when  he 
told  the  Houfe  the  difficulties  we  had  in  manning  our  navy,  and 
the  credit  he  took  to  Government  for  having  fucceedcd  ;  he  ought 
alfo  to  have  reminded  the  Committee  of  another  circumftance,  which 
tended  to  facilitate  our  manning  the  navy — he  meant  that  of  our 
having  no  privateers.    With  regard  to  the  vote,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid, 
he  was  fo  far  from  objefting  to  it  on  account  of  its  being  too  large, 
that  he  thought  it  hardly  large  enough  ;  and,  in  confidering  this, 
we  were  not  to  confider,  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
done,  what  force  we  had  in  former  wars,  but  what  was  the  ftrength' 
of  the  enemy  in  this  r  and,  upon  that  view,  he  was  fearful  the  vote 
now  propofed  was  too  fmall ;  however,  he  fhould  be  ready  to  concur 
in  any  vote  that  might  be  ncceflFary  hereafter,  in  fupport  of  our  navy, 
becaulc  he  depended  entirely  on  the  navy  in  this  wAr.     He  hinted 
alfo,  that  there  miglit  be  fome  improvement  in  the  Marines.    Hav- 
ing faid  this,  he  proceeded  to  obferve,  that  he  had  fome  rcafon  to 
exult,  when  he  recollcdted  what  he  had  faid  at  the  time  of  his  giv- 
ing certain  information  to  the  Houfe,  and  when  he  recolle(3ed  how 
he  had  been  anfwered  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  on  the 
other  fide.     He  had  made  an  affertion,  with  regard  to  thcfituation 
of  Halifax  laft  year  that  was  flatly  denied  by  the  Secretary  of  State': 
it  turned  out,  however,  that  he  (Mr.   Sheridan)  was  right.     Ht 
had  read  a  paper,  wUich  he  faid  was  the  fpcech  of  Lord  Dorchefter 
to  the  Indians  of  North  America :  the  Secretary  of  State  called  it     . 
a,  forgery ;  but  it  turned  out  to  be  authentic.     He  had  alledged,  the 
other  night,  that  a  company  of  merchants  had  agreed  to  invite  His 
Mnjefty's  Miniftcrs,  but  that  Lord  Chatham  was  exprcfsly  exclud- 
ed ;  and  the  reafon  alledged  for  that  mark  of  difrefpc^i  was,  that 
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he  had  not  ^keri  care  to  pn5te6l  the  trade  and  commerce  of  this   . 
countiy:  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fcemed  to  diffcnt  from   , 
^thataflertion:  he  wifhed  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  in- 
Jbrmthe  Committee  nowj  whether  the  affertion  was  true  or  &lfe? 
Thefe  things  he  mentioned  merely  becaufe  he  challenged  inquiry  . 
into  every  thing  he  faid  in  that  Houfe; 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  wiftied  to  correa  Mr.  Sheridan's  ftatc-  . 
jacnt  of  the  invitations  to  the  public  dinner  alluded  to..    For  foipc  . 
time  paft,  he  could  only  charge  his  memory  with  one  inftahce  of  a 
public  dinner  to  which  His  Majefty*s  Minifters  were  invited.    The  , 
invitation  was  not,  as  had  been  afferted  by  the  honourable  Member^  . 
of  a  general  nature.     On  the  contrary,  it  appeared  rather  particu- 
lar; for,  according  to  the  beft  of  his  rccoUecSion,  only  four  of  His 
Majcfty'«  Minifters  were  invited  on  the  occafion;  and  if  his  noble 
relation  happened  to  be  among  the  number  that  had  no  card  of  in- 
vitation, it  was  fomewhat  unfair  to  attribute  the  accidental  omiffion 
tea  marked  difapprobation  of  his  public  conduft.    I  have  no  defirci 
continued  Mr.  Pitt,  to   fay  any  thing  in  vindication  of  the  late 
Firft  Lord  o(  th^  Admiralty  ;  bcqaufe,  however  near  and  dear  fuch 
a  charader  muft  always  be  to  mc,  any  obfervation  on  my  part  would 
L  rather  tend  to  weaken  than  to  ftrengihen  thejuft  ftatementand  ho- 
nourable panegyric  of  my  right  honourable  friend,  (Mr.  Dundas). 
I  acknowledge,  that  the  late  exertions  of  the  enemy  have  been  ex- 
traordinary indeed ;  but,  do  thefe  exertions  prove  that  they  will  be , 
of  long  duration?  No.     They  only  prove,  that  they  are  rapidly 
approaching  tpwards  a  ftate  of  imbecility — ^that  their  refources  will 
be  foon  exhaufted*    They  are  the  confequences  of  unparalleled  and . 
unprecedented  violence.    Can  any  man  fpr  a  moment  believe,  that 
thofe  exertioite,  founded  on  artificial  finance  and  barbarous  ^xtortipn, 
will  continue  to  operate  with  that  vigour  and  efFedl  which  a  juft 
caufe  and  a  permanent  fyftem  are  calculated  to  enforce  ?   From  our 
fyftem  of  vrarfare,  we  may  expeft  fuccefs  ;  that  of  the  French  con- 
tains in  itfelf  the  feeds  of  diflblution. 
Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  would  not  fay  any  thing  of  the  late 
'    Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  but  unqi^eftionably  much  of  our  trade 

had  fufiered  for  want  of  protection. 
I  Admjral  GARDINER  vindicated  the  Admiralty.  He  thought 
I  the  inattention  attributed  to  the  Board  was  ill  founded.  For  the^ 
laft  four  or  five  months  he  had  been  employed  at  fea,  therefore  it 
could  not  be  fuppofed  that  he  was  fufficicntly  acquainted  with  all 
I  its  tranfadlions  in  his  abfcnce.  To  the  charges,  however,  made 
f  againft  them  refpeding  the  French  fleet,  which  had  annoyed  our 
I  Coafts  and  captured  forae  of  our  veflel^,  he  could,  without  fear  of 
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contradiction,  affirm,  that  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  on  that  oc--. 
cafion,  defenrcd  more  praife  than  cenfure ;  beoaufe  they  were  ncK 
iboner  apprifed  of  the  fa6^s  than  they  difpatched  a  fquadmnfiqMVior 
to  that  of  the  enemy,  which  exertion,  he  was  haj^y  to  fay,  had'it^  i 
Wilhed-forefifeA. 

General  TARLETON  thought  that  tins  was  an^  improper  tiroB-i 
for  levity  on  tfie  part  of  the  Miniftry,  whahad  involved  this  eoun-  \ 
try  in  its  prefent  deplorable  ftate.    The  fubjed  of  difoiffion  was  one-^ 
of  the  moft  important  which  had  ever  engaged  the  Houfe.    A(fanit-  >i 
ting  all  the  praife  which  the  gallantry  of  our  officers  and  feamen  de^  i 
fcrvcd  for  dieit  manly  exertions  on  the  glorious  fifft  of  June,  the  '\ 
Board  of  Admiralty  had  not  yet  acquired,  on  their  part,  a  triumfji* 
If  we  were  anxious^for  the  eflreds  of  their  wonderful  exertions  and 
official  capacity,  we  might  be  amply  fatislied  by  the  mercantile  lofle» 
recorded  in  Lloyd^s  lift,  which  numerous  and  lamentable  catalpgus  ■ 
was  attributable  only  to  the  fupinenefs  of  the  Lords  <rf  the  Admiralty. ' 
His  aftonifhment,  however,  was  not  excited  bythefefods;  be-" 
csfuie  His  Majefty*s  Minifters  had  Kndered  themfelves  notorious  fot 
a  total  Ignorance  of  all  maritime  intelligence.     Mr.  Dundas  m^, 
in  the  moments  of  jocularity,  zfh&:  a  joy,  that,  in  the  ptofecutioD^ 
of  diis  war,  neither  wife  nor  miftrefe  lamented  the  abfence  of  a  huf- 
b^d  or  a  lover ;  but  the  General  confefled,  that  his  mmd  was  oc- 
cupied with  ideas  more  folid  arid  beneficial  to  his  country.     The 

,  exertions  of  the  French,  in  the  prefent  ftniggle,  were  unbounded. 
Not  Satisfied  with  vanquifhing  their  aftive  opponents,  they  cndca* 
voured  to  conciliate  the  afFeftions  of  their  fallen  foes.  Ever  fince 
the  death  of  Roberfpicrre,  all  reftraint,  all  guard,  had  been  witWniiw?A 
from'  the  Britifh  officers  and  feamen  who  became  prifoners  ;  and  he 
was  afraid,  notwithftanding  the  virtue  and  patriotifin  of  thefe  men, 
who  had  ftood  forward-gallantly  in  the  caufe  pf  thek  Kk^  and' 
country,  that  many  of  them  would  be  tempted  to  enter  into  the 
French  fcVvice— nay,  that  fome  had  already,  in  jundion  with  Ame- 
rican failors,  actually  done  fo.  The  General,  after  recommending , 
a  farther  augmentation  of  the  feamen  for  the  fervic^  cf  the  year,  • 
concluded  with  ridiculing  the  acquifition^f  Corfica,  which  had 
been  fo  much  boafted  of  by  Miniftry,  and  which  acquifition'wwM 
never  indemnify  us  for  the  fatrificc  of  our  brave  firidiers  and  fea- 
men. 

Alderman  ANDERSON  teftified,  that  whatever  blame  mi^ 
be  attributed  to  the  Admiralty  for  inattention  to  convoys,'  lie  wtf' . 
fiilly  perfuadcd  that  the  Irifii  and  Baltic  commerce,  had  been  fufS- . 
cient)y  protcdtcd.    He  agreed  that  many  lofTes  appeared  on  Lloyd'* 

-  ^'^ ;  but  he  wiflied  to  know  if  the  merchants  who  bad  fuftrcdfflf 
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fe  inflatioes  had  a|qplied  for  oonvoys.^>^He  nvos  very  apt  to  diiii!^^ 
the  captures  alluded  to  had  arifen  from  the  raflinefs  of  the 
erchants,  who  woidd-noc  wait  for  convoys ;  and  when  he  refledted 
I  thefe  ferioiis  lofies,  he  wi(hed  for  a  law,  piohibitiffig  the  failing 
Ftradcts  in  time  of  war  without  convoy. 
Mr.  BRANDLING  believed,  that  in  feme  inftanccs  the  trade 
I  not  been  fufficicntly  protected ;  and  was  fidly  peribaded  that  on 
J  ftrcr^th  of  the  navy  depended  the  very  cxiftcncc  of  this  country ; 
eameftly  reconrunoided  its  aqgmentati(Mi  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty. 
Sir  RICHARD  HILL  jd&fied  die  condud  of  the  Admindty, 
affigned,  as  a  reafon  for  our  not  capturing  many  veffels,  the 
3verty  of  our  enemy  in  eomrnerccy  and  our  not  being  at  war  with 
Ligal  or  Spain.  All  the  (hips  formcriy  employed  in  trade  by 
Fiance,  were  now  converted  into  privateers,  which  pop  out  rf  the 
s,  and  inftantly  (irize  every  (hip  they  can.  But,  notwith(bnd- 
Ij  he  could  not  impute  any  Uame  to  the  Admiralty,  and  (bould 
tilv  vote  for  the  foppiy. 

Mr.  DAVID  SCOTT  faid,  Aat  the  Eaft  India  and  the  Weft 
[India,  as  well  as  our  coaftir^  trade,  and  all  others  who  waited  pro* 
■pcrly  for  convoy,  had  been  fully  protefted  by  the  Admii^lty. 

Mr.  M.  MONTAGU  defended  the'condud  of  the  Admiralty, 

[  ^  the  ground  of  our  commerce  being  fo  extenfive,  that  it  was  im- 

j'poBiblc  to  {xote6t  it  in  every  point.     The  naval  campaign,  how* 

I'tver,  had  been  one  of  the  moft  brilliant  in  the  annals  of  the 

country. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  faid,  he  had  convcrfed  widi  the  mafters  of 
Wps  taken,  who  alTiired  him,  they  had  feeh  30  Engllfh  prizes 
together  in  a  French  port.*— He  was^alfo  informed,  that  the  Frendi 
hd  fcnt  all  over  the  country  where  timber  was  to  be  foupd,  mo- 
dels of  the  feveral  parts  and  individual  timbers  of  (hips  of  the  line, 
by  which  the  people  were  inftrufted  to  cut  dowh  and  hew  out  in 
the  rough,  the  feveral  parts^  which  were  afterwards  fini(hed  and 
put  together  in  the  dock-yards,,  fothat  in  the  courfe  of  a  very  Utde 
time  they  would  be  able  to  launch  fixty  new  (hip$.  Thclc,  they 
^'  Were  aware,  being  made  of  unfeafoned  timWr,  Would  not  laft  long^ 
W  the  number,  riot  the  durability,  was  Acir  piefent  cbjcfti 
Thinking,  therefore,  that  every  pofliblc  effort  ou^t  to  be  inadi  iti 
the  naval  department  of  this  country,  he  fhould  vote  for  ioo,00(» 
famen,  as  he  would  hive  voted  >vith  great  plcafurc  for  150,000. 
'  Money  laid  oi|t  on  out  navy  would  be  miidi  better  employed,  AaA 
BKttcy  given  to  the  Emperor,  perhaps  to  betray  us.  WiA  tefpcft 
*)'tfcc  lie  Firft  JLord  of  the  Admiralty,  Mr.  Lambtoi  vcry,ca«i 
>  -  •     Bb  5^  _' „.v.oogle 


i88  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1795. 

4kUy  admitted  him  to  be  not  only  an  amiable,  but  an  able  and  fen- 
£ble  man,  and  his  retreat  he  believed  to  proceed  from  his  own 
convidion  of  the  unpopularity  which  awaited  on  his  iituation. 

A  Member,  whofe  name  we  could  not  diftinSly  hear,  recom^ 
mended  a  College,  with  a  Board,  &c.  for  the  improvement  of  Na-r 
val  Architefture.  It  was  thus,  he  obferved,  the  Romans  acquired 
^  maritime  as  well  as  a  military  reputation.  By  what  he  underftoody 
when  on  board  the  French  captures  at  Spithead,  from  fome  expe- 
rienced officers  there,  they  had  a  greater  breadth  of  beam,  and  were 
confequently  enabled  to  fuppr^rt  a  greater  ftrefs  of  fail,  Our  upper 
decks  fall  home,  as  the  technical'  phrafe  is,  with  a  gr^atprefs  of 
fail,  for  want  of  this  breadth  of  beam.  There  is  a  ihip  building 
at  Chatham,  in  which  it  is  expedted  this  defecSl  will  bq  remedied. 
'$till,  however,  he  wilhed,  as  tlie  Parlis^ment  had  inftituted  a  Board 
of  Agricuhure,  they  would  alfo  inftitute  one  of  Naval  Aichitedture. . 

Admiral  GARDINER  dated,  that  in  the  courfe  of  the  year 
1794,  108  convoys  had  been  applied  for  to  the  Admiralty  Board, 
and  granted,  and  1 40  (hips  were  employed  in  tliat  fervice,  befides^ 
T5  ihips  and  veffels  in  the  co^fting  trade  qxcluiively.  He  (hould 
riot  have  intruded  again,  he  faid,  upon  the  patienc;e  of  the  Houfcj, 
but  to  ftate  fadls. 

Mr.  YORKE  expreffed  his  fatisfadtion  at  the  unanimity  which 
prevailed  for  the  incrcafe  of  the  navy  ;  and  in  regard  to  what  thq 
jright  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  had  obfen^ed,  he  exclaimcd| 

0  Ji  Jtc  omnia  ! 

He  acknowledged  his  refpec?;  for  Lord  Chatham,  but  confefled  the 
attention  to  the  navy  had  not  been  fo  complete  as  it  ought  to  have 
J3een,  although  he  was  ignorant  where  the  blame  attached.  He 
conceived  the  Captains  of  His  Majefty's  (hips  had  not  been  fuffi- 
ciently  diligent,  and  imagined  an  a6l  of  Parliament  ought  to  be 
paffed,  fomething  like  a  code  of  naval  la^vs,  to  prevent  that  entcr- 
prife  and  fpirit  in  the  merchants,  of  riiking  their  veffels  without 
convoy.  He  had  heard  that  a  noble  Lord,  during  the  hft  wax, 
had  a  fimilar  plan  in  contemplation,  and  why  he  dropped  it  was  n(^ 
known— For  the  other  part  of  his  obfervations,  he  wifhed  fome 
inquiry  to  be  made  jnto  the  conduft  of  His  Majefty's  officers,  dia^ 
if  there  did  exift  any  negligence,  fome  fteps  might  be  taken  to 
prevent  it. 

'^r,  SHERIDAN  faid,  in  anfwer  to  a  queftion  alked  in  the 
courfe  of  the  conyerfation,  that  the  mark  of  diffatisfadlion  widi  the 
conduja.of  t|;ie  late  Fitft  Lord  of  the  Admiraltj^he  alluded  to,,  was, 
his  not  being -invited  to  the  dinner  given  by  the  American  m^: 
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chants  to  Mr.  Jay,  the  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  ROLLE  faid,  that  he  fhould  vote  for  the  refolution,  as  he 
"iras  convinced  that  every  exertion  in  the  naval  department  was  now 
abfolutely  neceffary.  He  paid  fome  commendation  to  the  late  Firft 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  to  ^whpm,  he  faid,  that  he  had  never  ap- 
plied, at  the  defire  of  his  conftituents,  for  a  convoy,  without  it^ 
being  iftimediately  granted. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  faid,  the  dlfcuflion  was  produdtivc  of 
much  good.  He  recommended  attention  to  the  growth  and  manage- 
ment of  tinnber  for  the  Royal  Navy,  which  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
was  very  well  calculated  to  promote. 

The  Houfe  was  ^efumed,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  receivc4 
to-morrow. 

In  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  paffed  the  ufual  refolu- 
tions  refpec^ing  the  Land  and  Malt  Taxes. 

Ordered,  that  the  report,  be  received  to-morrow. 

Thurfdajy   %th  January. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Supply,  by  wliich  one  hundred 
thoufand  men  are  voted  for  the  fea-fcrvice  for  thirteen  months,  aH 
five  pounds  a  month  per  man,  &c.  being  brought  up,  the  refolu-. 
tion  wa§  read  a  fitft  and  fecond  time,  and  agreed  to  ntm:  con. 

Fnday.y^  gfh  January^ 

Lord  STOPFORD  reported  that  His  Majefty  had  given  direc- 
tions that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  the  various  document^ 
fpecified  in  the  Addreffes. 

Mr.  ROSE  obferved,  that  with  regard  to  the  Land  Tax  bill,  it 
contained  an  exception  in  favour  or  thofe  officers  of  the  navy,  and 
of  the  )vidows  of  fuch  officers  to  whom  His  Majcfty  had  been 
pleafed  to  grant  penfions  :  the  amount  of  the  fum  to  be  thus  allowed 
to  them  was  ten  or  twelve  hundred  pounds  a  year ;  and  a  lift  of  ^ 
the  names  would  appear  with  the  fums,  in  the  papers  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rofe  then  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an 
account  of  the  nett  produce  of  all  the  taxes  ending  on  the  5  th  of 
January,   1795.     Ordered. 

Monday y   1 1th  January, 

Mr.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  gave  notice,  that  on  Thurf- 
day  next  he  fhould  move  for  a  continuation  of  the  Sufpcnfion  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Aft  of  laft  feffion. 

V  ,  ,  '  Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC    ' 
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Tuefdajj    \yh  January. 

The  Houfe,  in  a  Cammittec,  went  through  the  Land  Tax  bill ; 
in  which  an  amendment  was  made,  to  take  ofFthe  tax  on  the  pcn- 
fions  of  naval  ofncers,  &c. 

Mr.  BERKELEY  prefentcd  an  eftimate  of  the  expences  of  the 
Office. of  Ordnance  for  the  year  1 795. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  received 
<rom  Sir  Charles  Grpy,  and  Sir  John  Jervis,  Knights  of  the  moft 
honourable  Order  of  the  Bath,  the  following  letters,  in  return  to 
the  thanks  of  this  Houfe,  fignified  to  them  by  Mr.  Speaker,  in  obe- 
dience to  their  commands  of  the  20th  day  of  May,  in  the  laift  fet 
Hon  of  Parliament.  ^ 

SIR^  Martinique^  Novemher  the  2tth^.iy()^. 

By  the  Qneen  Charlotte  packet,  arrived  this  day,  I  received  the  ho- 
nour of  your  letter  of  the  2  ifl  of  May  laft,  with  the  votes  of  thanks  from    . 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain  to  me,  and  the  armv  under  my 
-command. 

We  feel  this  flattering  teftimonial  of  the  pubh'c  approbation  of  our 
ConduA,  and  the  {Jolite  terms  of  your  letter,  Sir,  by  which  it  is  commu- 
iiicated,  as  the  moft  eminent  favour,  and  aro' thereby  impreffed  with  the 
warmeft  and  moft  lively  fenfe  9f  gratitude. 

}  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greateft  refpe£V, 

Sir,  your  moft  obedient  and  humble  fervant, 

CHARLES  GREY. 
P.  S.  A  note  from  Mr.  King,  Deputy  Secretary  of  State,  acquaints 
fne  that  your  letter,  with  thofe  refolutions,  has  been  fo  long  detained 
there,  in  the  expectation  of  my  arrival  in  England. 

The  Right  H&nourahle  fL  Addingtonj 
Speaker  e^  the  Houfe  of  Commoni^  &c.  &c.  &c,  • 

SIR, 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Queen  Charlotte  packet,  I  arti  this  day  honcjurecl 
with  your  Icttef,  dated  the  21ft  of  May,  tranfmitting  the  rclbjutions  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  fo  flatteiang  to  myfclf,  and  to  the  ofMcers,  fca- 
men,  and  marines,  it  was  my  good  tortune  to  command  during  the  laic 
operations  in  thefe  feas ;  I  (liall  lofe  no  tittle  in  coaununicating  them  to 
Rear  Admiral  Thompfou,  and  to  the  Captains,  ofticers«  feamen,  and 
marines,  who  remain  on  the  Leeward- liland  ftation. 

No  language  I  am  mafter  of  can  exprefs  my  gratitude  upon  thU  occa* 
^on;  and  I  requcft  you  will  do  me  the  honour  to  convey  the  fame  tc) 
Ihe  Houfe  in  the  fulleft  manner. 

The  very  elegant  terms  in  which  you,  Sir,  have  been  pleafed  to  com- 
municate thefe  refolutione,  claim  my  warmcft  thanks ;  and  I  have  the  ho- 
nour to  be,  wijth  the  greateft  refped, 

Sir,  your  moft  obedient  aud  moft  hmnblo  fervant^ 

\;     ^  J.  JERVIS. 

Boyne,  St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  26th  Nov.  1794- 

^he  Right  Hottourahlt  Hxnry  AMington^  l^c  Cs'i'.jEsyGoOQle 
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Wednejday^   I  i^h  January.      . 

[,  On  reading  the  claufe  in  favour  of  officers  and  their  widows,  in 
Land  Tax  bill,  a  (hort  converfation  took  place  between  Mr. 
ddcrman  Curtis,  Mr.  Alderman  Anderfon,  and  Mr.  Rofe.  The 
orthy  Magtftratcs  ftatcd,  that  their  .conftituents,  the  inhabitants  of 
\  Tower  diftrii^t,  would  be  taxed  about  900I.  a  year  more  thaa 
formerly.  Were ;  they  approve  of  the  principle  of  the  claufe, 
ovided  it  was  borne  by  the  public  at  large.  Mr.  Rofe  obferved, 
[ihat  if  the  claufe  was  to  be  abandoned,  the  inhabitants  of  theJTowcr 
idiftrid  would  not  be  in  the  leaft  benefited,  for  that  the  duty  on 
Epenfions  by  way  of  land-tax^  were  payable  at  l;.c  place  where  die 
I  pcnfions  were  to  be  received,  which  was  not  now  in  the  diftridl  of 
Lthc  Tower,  but  at  Somerfet  Houfe,  in  the  dutchy  of  Lancafter.  — - 
I  This  converfation  ended  in  an  underftanding,  that  Mr.  Rofe  (hould 
^concur,  as  a  Member  of  Parliament,  in  fome  meafure  that  may  be 
^.brought  forward  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  .of  the  Tower 
<iiftria  next  yean 
Thebill  was  then  ordered  X^  be  cngroiTed,  and  to  be  read  a  third 
I  6mc  to-morrow,  if  then  engrofled. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  brought  up  an  account  of  fbieign 
troops  in  the  fervice  of  Great  Britain  fer  the  laft  year.  Ordered  to 
he  laid  on  the  table. 

.  JThurfdayy   I  ^ih  January. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  expreflcd  a  wifh,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
.Exchequer  might  inform  the  Houfe  whether  the  fubjedi  of  the  loan 
to  the  Emperor  was  to  be  brought  forward  before  the  budget ;  he 
thought  it  would  be  difgraceful  to  the  HouCe  to  pafs  by  that  fubjedl 
without  a  full  invcftigation  ;  and  ho  thought -a  feparate  one  would 
heriicbcft.  " 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obfcrved,  that  the  honourable  member 
night  perhaps  not  have  been  in  the  Houfe  when  he  had  faid  a  few 
Words  on  a  former  night  on  that  fubjeS.  He  had  then  ftated,  that 
the  Imperial  loan  and  the  budget  were  fo  blended,  that  he  could 
hardly  feparate  them  in  what  he  (hould  have  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe. 
He  had  thought  of  the  matter  a  good  deal  fince.  He  had  as  great 
a  dcfire  as.  any  other  Member  of  the  Houfe  eould  have  that  the  fub- 
jcfi  (hould  be  fully  difcuifed  ;  and  he  hoped  an  ^opportunity  would 
o&r  for  that  purpofe.  He  wiflied  the  queftion,  whether  it  wr.s  pro- 
per, under  all  the  prefent  circumftanceis,  that  the  propofed  pecuniary 
aid  from  this  country  (hould  be  granted  to  the  Emperor,  for  his. 
nalitaiy  aQKbinoe .  in  the  courfe  of  the  common  caufe,  (hould  be 
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fully  difcuiTcd.  He  therefore  believed  that  he  fliould  have  it'  in 
command  to  convey  to  the  Houfe  a  meffage  from  His  Majefly,  in 
which  fomething  of  that  kind  would  be  laid  before  them  ;  this  he 
believed  would  take  place  in  the  courfc  of  the  next  week,  and  he 
intended^  when  he  came  into  the  Houfe  to-day,  to  give  notice  that 
Ibmething  of  that  nature  would  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  early  in  the 
cnfuing  week,  and  that  confcquently  he  fliould  be  under  the  neceffity 
of  poftponing  the  ojfening  of  the  budget  for  two  or  three  days  beyond 
the  time  at  which  the  notice  now  ftood. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  he  wiftied  it  to  be  undcrftood,  that  he  faid 
nothing  about  the  propriety  of  giving  the  Emperor  the  propofed  af- 
fiftance,  all  he  wanted  to  inforcc,  at  prefent,  was  the  neceffity  of 
having  the  matter  fully  invcftigated. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  would  be  open  to  the  honourable 
member  to  bring  forward  any  propofition,  when  the  fubjeft  fliould 
come  before  the  Houfe,  but  he  owned,  that  he  had'  for  fome  time 
felt  a  difficulty  in  flating  the  matter  fcparatcly  and  diftincl  from  the 
budget,  and  tliat  arofc  out  of  the  nature  of  w})at  he  thought  was  nc- 
ceflary  to  be  propofed ;  howevcr>\he  wifhed  for  the  mofl  ample  dif- 
cufTion  of  the  fubjeft. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  rofc  in  confcquence  of  a  no- 
tice h^  had  given,  that  he  fhould  have  the  honour  of  fubmitting  to 
the  Houfe  a  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  the  pro- 
vifion  of  an  adt  palTed  in  the  laft  fclTion  of  Parliament,  the  eifFeft  of 
which  was  to  empower  His  Majcfty  to  fccure  and  detain  fuch  pcr- 
fons  as  he  fhould  fufpeft  to  be  confpiring  againft  his  perfon  and 
.Government.  He  was  fure  the  Houfe  would  have  the  indulgence 
to  hear  him  while  he  delivered  a  few  words  upon  that  fubjedl.  He 
happened  to  be  abfent  on  the  firil:  night  of  tKe  fefTion  ;  had  he  been 
prefent  it  would  have  been  part  of  his  duty  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe 
fome  obfervations  on  the  late  trials,  and  alfo  on  what  fell  from 
many  members  that  night,  and  he  felt  fome  difappointment  that 
the  obfervations  on  the  fubfequcnt  debate  on  that  fubjed,  were  fuch 
as  precluded  him  from  flating  what  his  duty,  in  his  view  of  it> 
called  upon  him  to  flatc,  and  therefore  he  gave  notice  of  the  mo-* 
tion  with  which  he  fhould  have  the  hoftour  of  concluding.  He  did 
iK)t  exped  the  Houfe  would  be  very  full  to-night,  and  as  he  thought 
that  many  objcclions  might  Hill  be  offered  to  the  meafure  on  the 
part  of  thofe  wlio  had  oppofcd  ir  formerly,  he  thought  tliat  fome 
future  day  would  be  appointed  for  the  difoufTion  of  it ;  bot  after 
what  had  pafTed  this  feflion,  he  hoped  they  would  give  him  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill,  and  then  he  would  flatc  the  ground  on  which  he 
brought  it  forward,  at  lar£e>  on  anotlier  „QC_c^fioa  ^  the:  .whole  of 
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difcuflion  he  (hould  refer  to  that  future  period.     With  that 
lerftanding,  he  hoped  there  would  not  now  be  any  objeftion  to 
iving  leave   to  bring  in  the  bill,  for  he  wifhcd  the  fubjcd  to  be 
uffed  in  a  full  Houfe.     He  moved,  that  the  title  of  the  a6l  of 
laft  feffion  of  Parliament,  which  enabled  His  Majcfty  to  fecurc 
h  perfons  as  he  (hall  fufpedl,  &c.  he  read  ;  which  being  done, 
moved   **  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  the 
ifions  of  the  faid  aft  for  a  time  to  be  limited." 
Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  in  one  thing  only  he  could  agree 
iridi  the  learned  gentleman,   whofe  motion  had  been  juft  read, 
namely,   "  That,  to  proceed  in  the  difcuflion  of  fuch  a  fubjeft,  in 
fo  thin  a  Houfe,  would  be  improper ;"  for  no  perfon  could  have 
imagined  that  fuch  a  meafure  (hould  have  been  brought  forward  at 
all,  much  lefs  be  debated,  when  the  number  of  Members  was 
barely  fufficient  to  form  ^  Houfe.     As  the  call  of  the  Houfe  was 
fo  near,  he,  for  his  own  part,  doubted  whether  it  would  not  be  as? 
good  a  courfe  as  any, he  could  take,  to  fiifFer  this  motion  to  pafs, 
and  to  referve  oppofition  to  the  day  of  the  difcuflion.     There  was 
one  thing,  however,  to  be  obferved  from  the  thinnefs  of  the  Houfe, 
and  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  good  omen ; — it  proved,  that 
the  Houfe  in  general  did  not  believe  in  the  exiftence  of  any  plots  or 
confpiracies,  on  the  foundation  of  which  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft  was 
fufpended  ;  fo  little  did  they  think  fo,  that  they  had  not  even  the 
curioiity  to  come  and  hear  the  learned  gentleman  open  the  merits  of 
his  cafe.     He,  therefore,  took  it  for  granted,  that  he  (hould  not 
hear  of  any  new  plots,  or  new  confpiracies,  or  new  difcovery  of 
trcafonable  praftices ;  for,  in  the  threatened  fpcech  of  the  Attorney 
General,  there  was  not  one  word  of  fre(h  information :  it  was  evi- 
<lcnt  he  intended  to  make  out  his  cafe  out  of  the  good  old  plot. 
However  he  muft  fay,  as  nothing  new  had  been  faid  on  the  fubjeft, 
he  could  not  expeft  but  that  all  thofc  who  oppofcd  the  former  bill 
tnuft  be  againft  this  motion;  and  if  he  did  not  take  the  fenfe  of  the 
Houfe  upon  the  qucftion,  even  in  this  ftage  of  the  bufinefs,  it  was 
becaufe  he*  did  not  wi(h  to  (hew  to  the  Public  the  thinnefs  of  the 
Houfe  upon  fuch  an  occafion. 

Lord  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  faid,  that  on  the  renewal  of  a 
nieafure,  which  deprived  the  people  of  this  country  of  fuch  ef- 
fential  rights;  he  e.xpefted  to  hear  a  cafe  made  out  that  called  for 
fome  rigour.  When  the  people  of  England  were  to  be  told  they* 
^ere  to  give  up  their  liberty,  fome  rcafon  ihould  be  afTigned  in  order 
to  (hew  it  was  the  eSeft  of  tlic  moft  imminent  danger,  and  arofe 
from  inevitable  neceflTity. 
Mr.  LAMBTON  faid,  he  confcflTcd,  that  on  a  matter  of  fo 
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much  importance  ;is  the  prefent,  he  expefled  to  hear  fotnc  reafon 
afligned  for  the  meafure  now  propofed.  He  could  never  confent  to 
depriving  Englifhmen  of  rights  fo  dear  to  them,  on  grounds  fo  equi- 
vocal as  thofe  on  which  the  Habeas  Corpus  zA  had  been  fufpended 
laft  year  ;  he  expeded  to  hear  of  fome  new  plots  and  confpiracies, 
but  to  find  the  fame  attempt  made  upon  the  old  pretext  really  afto- 
niftied  him  ;  and  ftill  the.  more  fo  when  he  reflected  on  the  late  trials, 
and  the  evidence  given  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  as  ^ell  as  various 
other  6ircumftances  which  were  frefh  in  the  rccollcdion  of  us  all : 
he  would  repeat,  that  in  fuch  a  cafe  as  the  prefent,  he  was  aftonifticd 
that  an  attempt  (hould  be  made  to  fufpend  the  provifions  of  an  aft 
fo  dear  to  Englifhmen, 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid,  that  as  the  Houfe  had 
already  deter  mined,  that  the  original  ground  was  fufficient  for  fufpend- 
ing  the  Habeas  Corpus  z&y  he  conceived  that  to  aflign  any  new 
ground  was  perfe6lly  unneceffary. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid,  that  if  the  ground  on  which  the  Habeas 
Corpus  adl  had  been  fufpended  laft  year  was  fufficient,  very  ftrong 
ground  had  appeared  fince,  not  for  continuing  the  fufpenfion,  but 
for  removing  it.  This  new  ground  arofe  out  of  the  late  trials ;  out 
of  the  cafes  of  thofe  who  had  been  treated  as  criminals,  and  had 
fufFered  long,  arbitrary,  and  harfli  confinement.  Thefe  perfons 
had  been  tried  and  acquitted  ;  and  whatever  fome  perfons  might 
fay,  he  would  venture  to  aflert,  that  by  their  acquittal  a  negative 
was  put  on  all  ideas  of  plots,  on  which  the  aft  of  Parliament  had 
been  fufpended.  And  now  an  attempt  was  made  to  continue  the 
fame  reftraint,  as  that  to  which  we  had  been  before  fubjefted,  and 
to  leave  the  liberties  of  us  all  at  the  will  of  the  Crown. — Where, 
he  would  afk,  was  the  new  confpiracy  r  or  who  ^ere  the  new  con- 
fpirators  ?  He  would  maintain  that  there  was  not  the  fhadow  of  a 
juftification  for  preparing  to  offer  this  infult  to  the  honour  of  this 
country,  a  thing  which  Miniftcrs  had  often  dene,  and  in  which  ; 
they  fecmcd  ftlU  determined  to  perfift.  I 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  denied  there  having  been  any  arbitrary   ' 
or  harfh  confinement  in  die  cafes  of  tlie  perfons  who  had  been    ; 
tried  for  high  treafon ;  they  bad  not,  he  faid,  been  confined  for    ^ 
one  hour  longer  tlian  by  law  they  muft  have  been  if  the  adl  for  the 
fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  had  never  paffcd.     Thefe  per- 
fons had  no  right  to  complain,  for  the  Grand  Jury  had  decided  by 
finding  the  bill,  that  there  was  probable  caufe  for  fuppofing  they , 
were  guilty.     They  had  fuffered  no  puniflimcnt  at  all,  and  Aey 
had  fuffered  no  confinement  to  which  they  were  not  liable  i;i  the 
due  courfc  of  law.     Witla  rcfpeil  to  any  new  circumllanccs  in  the 
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Csife  of  a  confpiracy,  dus  was  not  the  day  on  which  that  topic  wad 
to  be  difcuffed. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  oblerved,  by  Way  of  explanation,  that  he  cort- 
fidcred  the  cafes  of  thefe  perfons  aciquitted,  as  very  hard  cafes ;  he 
meant  exprefsly  to  fay^  that  they  had  fuftaincd  unjuft  pciialtics. , 
Gentlemen,  on  the  other  fide,  faid,  that  imprifonmertt,  fuch  as 
thefe  perfons  fuffered,  Was  no  punifhment  at  all.  He  trufted  irt 
God,  a  day  would  come  Whert  they  thcmfelves  Would  experience 
whether  it  was  to  be  regarded  as  a  punifliment  or  not. 

Mr.  GREY  fupported  the  propriety  of  the  obfervations  of  Mr. 
Francis,  on  the  hardlhips  of  the  perfons  who  had  been  tried  for  high 
treafon.  He  doubted  the  truth  of  the  obfervation  of  a  learned  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Anftruther),  that  the  perfons  accufed  had  fufFcred  no 
more  than  if  the  a6t  for  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus  had  never 
pafTed ;  he  underftood,  on  the  contrary,  that  if  that  aft  had  not 
pafTcd,  they  would  have  been  entitled  to  their  trials  at  the  next  af- 
files. However,  tried  at  laft  they  were,  and  honourably  to  thcm- 
felves, and  happily  for  this  country,  they  were  acquitted.  He 
thought  it  fomething  ominous  that  the  further  fufpenfion  of  the  Ha- 
beas Corpus  a£l  was  to  be  fo  much  a  matter  of  courfe  in  that  Houfe, 
that  they  were  not  even  to  have  a  fiill  attendance  on  it.'  He  agreed 
with  thofe  who  thought  that  ftrong  grounds  of  neceflity  indeed  fhould 
be  laid,  before  Engliihmen  (hould  lofe  the  dcareft  rights  they  ever 
enjoyed.  This  was  a  cafe  of  too  important  a  nature  to  be  paffed  by 
in  any  ftage  of  it,  and  therefore  he  muft  perfift  in  taking  the  fenfe 
of  the  Houfe  upon  it.  '         x 

Mr.  Serjeant  WATSON  explained  the  operation  of  law,  in 
cafes  of  high  treafon,  to  be,  that  ifany  perfon  accufed  of  that  crime, 
be  not  brought  to  his  trial  at  the  fecond  affizes,  he  fhall  be  difcharged ; 
and,  therefore,  he  maintained,  that  the  perfons  whofe  cafes  had 
been  taken  notice  of  to-night,  had  been  tried  as  early  as  by  law  they 
would  have  been  entitled  to  be  tried,  if  the  Habeas  Corpus  act  had 
not  been  fufpended, 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  thought  it  neceffary  that  the  fenfe  of  the 
Houfe  fhould  be  taken  on  this  occafion,  and  this  in  his  opinion,  the 
fituation  of  the  cafe  itfelf  demanded.  •  If  he  had  approved  laft  year 
of  the  ground  on  which  the  Habeas  Corpus  adl  had  been  fufpended, 
then  the  only  queftion  would  be  whether  the  fame  ground  remained, 
fo  that  the  fufpenfion  ought  to  be  continued  ;  and  even  upon  that 
way  of  putting  the  queftion,  he  found  himfelf  bound  to  vote  againft 
the'meafure  now,  for  the  very  ground  on  which  the  whole  was 
founded,-  had  been  entirely  taken  away.  But  judging,  as  he  did, 
that  there  never  was  a  ground  for  the  fufpenfion,  h;  Lai  an  additi-  . 
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onal  reafen  for  voting  againft  this  meafure.  It  had  been  aflertcd, 
that  not  one  perfon  had  been  detained  in  prifon  for  one  hour  longer 
than  if  this  ^A  hpd  not  paffed  into  a  law :  that  was  another  reafon 
for  his  being  of  opinion  that  there  exifted  no  good  i^fon  for  fufp^nd* ' 
ing  the  Habeas  Corpus  adl ;  for  if  the  very  perfons  alledged  to  be 
the  moft  forward  in  the  confpiracy,  on  account  of  which  tiie  aft  of 
Parliament  was  paffed,  were  no  Idnger  detained  in  prifon,  than  if 
the  jift  had  never  been  paffed,  it  was  pretty  clear  it  was  urineceffary 
to  pafs  it ;  of  the  truth  of  this  Minifters  feemed  thcmfelves  to  be 
aware,  for  the  laft  perfon  who  was  to  have  been  tried,  had  a  few 
days  ago  been  liberated  ;  he  alluded  to  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Martin. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  was  proceeding  to  fpeak,  but  he  wa^ 
called  to  order  by  the  Speaker. 

The  Houfc  divided  j 

For  the  motion,  7 1  ;  Againft  it,   13.     Majority  58. 

Friday,    1 6th  yanuary. 

Mr.  WINDHAM,  the  Secretary  at  War,  ftated,  that  ai  the 
Secretary  of  State  fot  the  War  Department  (Mr.  Dundas)  was  un- 
avoidably abfent,  it  might  be  proper  to  put  off  die  difcuffion  of  the 
army  efti  mates  till  a  future  day.  He  propofed,  therefore,  to  move 
them  in  the  Committee  of  Supply  on  Wedmfday  next. 

General  TARLETON  faid,  that  in  the  prefent  alarming  iitu- 
ation  of  the  army  on  the  Continent,  and  the  critical  ftate  of  affairs- 
at  home,  it  would  be  a  proper  mark  of  the  dilligence  of  the  Houfe 
to  fit  to-morrow,  and  either  then  or  on  Monday,  tlie  honourable 
gentleman  might  take  an  opportunity  to  bring  forward  the  army  efti- 
mates,  which  would  fo  far  tend  to  quiet  the  public  mind. 

The  SPEAKER  ftated,  that  the  days  for  the  Committee  of  Sim- 
ply, in  which  the  eftimates  muft  h^  brought  forward,  were  Mpnday, 
Wednefday,  and  Friday.  He  fuppofed  that  the  Houfe  at  rifing 
would  adjourn  over  Monday.  The  honourable  Merftber  was,  how- 
ever, competent  *to  move,  though  not  confiftent  with  the  ufual  prac-  i 
tice,  that  the  Houfe  might  fit  in  a  Committee  of  Supply  to-mwrow.  i 
It  was  underftood  that  the  army  eftimates  ftiould  be  deferred  till 
.Wednefday. 

The  Sheriffs  of  the  City  of  London  attended  at  the  Bar,  widi  a 
petition  from  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons,  in  Com- 
mon Council  affembled,  ftating  that  the  avenues  leading  to  Tempk 
Bar  wxre  narrow  and  incommodbus.  The  petition  was  brought 
up,  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  feled  Committee. 

Mr.  SHERlbAN  obferved,  that  though  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  War  Department  was  abfent,  yet  as  die  Secretary  at  War 
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ms  in  his  place,  he  \iri(hed  to  aik  him  a  queftion.  He  conii<Jeftd 
that  in  tlie  prefent  calamitous  (ituatioh  of  aSairs,  the  Public  had  a 
great  right  to  complain  of  the  want  of  early  and  authentic  intelligence, 
'  with  refped  to  the  events  pafling  in  Holland.  No  Gazette  had  ap- 
peared to  announce  the  particulars  of  what  had  lately  happened  in 
,  that  quarter.  This  he  coniidered  as  a  very  unpardonable  negle(ft 
with  refpedl  to  the  Public,  at  a  period  when  affairs  wore  fo  alarming 
Smi  afpeft,  and  fo  particularly  diftreffing  to  the  individuals  who  had 
relatives  with  the  army,  and  were  thus  left  in  a  ftate  of  the  moft 
painful  anxiety  and  fufpenfe  with  refpeft  to  their  fate. 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  could  fcarcely  conceive  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  be  fcrious  in  the  remark  which  he  had  now 
brought  forward.  What  intereft  could  he  poflibly  conceive  Mini- 
fters  to  have  in  keeping  firom  the  Public  the  knowledge  of  any  difaftcr 
for  a  Ipace  of  twenty- four  hours,  whatever  regret  they  might  feel 
upon  the  occafion.  The  facS,  however,  was,  that  a  Gazette  had 
been  fomc  time  in  preparation,  and  was  now,  he  believed,  printed 
off;  and,  had  the  honourable  gentleman  gone  home,  he  would 
have  found  the  jjnfwer  to  his  queftion  in  a  copy  of  the  Gazette  upon 
his  table. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  he  found  it  difficult  to  account  how 
4he  right  honourable  gentleman  ihould  conceive  him  to  be  otherwifc 
than  ferious  in  the  difaftrous  lituation  of  affairs,  into  which  the 
country  had  been  brought  by  the  prefent— -not  to  ufe  a  harflierterm— 
unfortunate  adminiftration ;  a  lituation  which  was  becoming  eveiy 
day  more  and  more  alarming.  He  was  equally  at  a  lofs  to  account 
what  preparation  could  be  ncceflary  in  order  to  lay  before  the  Pub- 
lic a  fimple  narrative  of  fads.  Minifters  might  make  light  of  a 
delay  of  twenty-four  hours  in  communicating  intelligence ;  but  if 
they  were  fo  negligent  of  their  duty  to  the  Public,  yet  ftilf  fomc 
Gonlideration  was  due  to  the  feelings  of  thofe  individuals,  w^ho  were 
kept  upon  the  rack  from  uncertainty,  with  refpe6t  to  the  fate  of  ^ 
tlieir  relatives,  and  to  them  a  delay  of  twenty-four  hours  was  a  con- 
fideration  of  no  fmall  confequencc. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PI^T  ftated,  that  there  were  two  objefts  which 
he  wiftied  to  bring  forward  at  the  earlieft  opportunity.  The  one 
was  the  confideration  of  the  Auftrian  loan,  which  he  fuppofed  he 
fliould  be  authorifed  to  bring  before  the  Houfe,  by  a  meffage  from 
His  Majefty,  in  the  courfe  of  next  week.  The  other  was  an  ob- 
jcd,  in  which,  from  the  fentiments  that  had  been  expreffcd  from 
all  quarters,  he  could  not  doubt  of  the  unanimous  concurrence  of 
the  Houfe,  the  confideration  of  the  moft  efficient  means  to  be  taken 
for  maiming  the  navy.    After  a  convcrfatipn  of  confidcrablc  length 
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and  intricacy,  the  arrangements  of  biifinefs  for  next  week  were  fet- 
tled as  follows : 
•     The  Houfe  to  be  called  over  on  Tuefday.  ^ 

The  army  cftinlates  to  be  moved  in  a  Committee  of  Supply  on 
Wcdnefday  ;  the  further  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  bill  to  be 
debated  on  Thurfday ;  and  on  Friday  the  motion  of  Mr.  Grey 
(which  flood  for  Tuefday),  with  refpeft  to  peace  with  the  prefent 
Government  of  France. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftated,  that  on  Friday  he  expefted  to  be 
•  authorifed  by  His  Majeft}S  to  bring  down  the  meffage  relative  to 
the  Auftrian  loan,  which  would  of  courfe  be  taken  into  confideratioa 
on  tl;ie  Monday  following.    He  fhould  likewifc  take  the  earlieft  op 
portunity  of  bringing  forward  his  budget. 

The  bill  for  renewing  an  ad  paHed  lad  fcflion,  fufpending  the 
Habeas  Corpus,  &c.  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  fecond  time  on  Thurfday  next. 

Mr.  MARTIN  faid,  that  he  had  come  down  yefterday,  expefl-^ 
ing  that  the  difcuflion  of  a  meafure  fo  ferious  as  the  motion  for  leave 
to  bring  in  this  bill^  ^  would  have  occupied  a  confidcrable  time,  and 
was  very  much  furprifed  to  find  that  the  Houfe  had  adjourned  at  an 
early  hour.  He  took  therefore  this  opportunity  to  ftate,  that  under 
the  prefent  circumflances,  he  ccnfidered  it  as  his  duty  to  give  his 
moft  decided  negative  to  tliis  bill  in  every  ftage  of  its  progrefs. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  dated,  that  as  the  arrangements  were  fettled 
at  prefent,  he  (hould  take  the  firft  opportunity  to  move  for  thecor- 
refpondcnce  relative  to  the  Pruffian  fubfidy,  as  he  confidercd  it  of 
great  confequcnce  before  vvc  entered  into  nc\y  engagements  with  the 
Emperor,  to  afcertain  what  ufe  had^been  made  of  the  money  already 
taken  from  this  country  in  the  way  of  fubfidy,  and  what  reliance 
could  he  placed  on  the  fidelity  of  our  continental  allies. 

The  Houfe  at  rifing  adjourned  till  Tuefday. 

Tuefday y    20th  January. 

The  Houfe  was  called  over,  after  which  the  excufes  of  fuch  ab* 
fent  Members  as  had  feat  excufes,  Were  received.. 

Ordered,  That  the  names  ofMefaulters  be  tailed  over  on  Friday^ 
and  that  they  do  then  attend  in  their  places. 

Mr,  FOX  moved  that  the  Houfe  be  called  over  again  on  Tuef- 
day fortnight,  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  no  Memiber  quit  towa 
without  leave  of  the  Houfe. — Ordered. 

fVednefday,   21/?  January. 

The  Ufher  of  the  Black  Rod  defired  the  attendance- of  the  Com* 
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mons  in  the  Upper  Houfe.     The  Speaker,  at  his  retuxn  ftatcd,.  ' 
that  the  Houfe  had  attended  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  where  the  af- 
fent  of  His  Maje%  had  been  given  by  commiiTion  to  tlie  knd  and 
malt  bills. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  up  a  copy  of  an  order  of  the 
Council,  with  refpeft  to  receiving  goods  belonging  to  Holland  in 
His  Majefty*8  warchoufes.  The  Chancellor  of  the*Exchequerftatcd 
that  the  objc<5t  of  the  order  of  the  1 6th  was  to  receive  in  His  Ma- 
jefty's  warchoufes  all  goods  fhipped  from  Holland  ;  the  objciS  of 
the  order  of  the  21ft  was  to  receive  goods  that  might  be  bound  for 
Holland.  As  there  could  be  but  one  opinion  on  the  expediency  of 
fuch  a  ftep,  he  fhould  imnnediately  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  rendering  efFedlual  the  order  of  His  Majefty's  Council,  &c. 
,0n  the  fuggeftion  of  the  Speaker,  the  motion  was  made  i^  a  Com- 
mittee of  Trade,  and  granted  by  the  Houfe.  The  Chancellor  of  . 
the  Exchequer  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  prohibiting  the 
exportation  of  all  articles  of  grain  from  Scotland,-  and  permitting  the 
importation  of  grain  and  all  other  articles  of  provifion  into  England 
duty  free. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  fuggefted,  that  in  the  prefent  fcarcity  of  provifiorw, 
he  fhould  be  happy  that  the  diftilleries  fliould  be  ftopped,  and  pio- 
pofed  it  as  a  meafure  deferving  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  at  prefent  the  quantity  of 
wheat  employed  in,  the  diftilleries  was  of  no  confiderablc  amouat, 
and  he  doubted  whether  the  advantage  likely  to  arife  from  the  mea- 
fure would  be  fuch  as  to  balance  the  inconvenience  with  which  it 
would  be  attended. 

Mr.  3UXTON  remarked,  that  a  regulation  with  refpeft  io 
hair-powder  might  be  extremely  beneficial  to  the  poor :  every  pound 
confumed  fuch  a  quantity  of  wheat  as  could  not  readily  be  conceived. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  introduce  any  regu- 
lation of  that  fort,  without  laying  a  prohibition  on  the  making  wheat 
into  ftarch,  which  would  be,  in  every  point  of  view,  attended  with 
great  inconvenience.  He  admitted,  however,  tiiat  the  fubjeft  was 
extremely  worthy  of  confideration  j  and,  if  there  was  a  time  at  which 
it  was  incumbent  upon  that  Houfe  to  attend  to  the  ftatc  of  provifions, 
the  prefent  was  particularly  urgent,  not  only  from  the  preffurc  of 
the  general  war  and  the  confcqucnt  calamities  to  the  poor,  but  from 
the  failure  of  the  harvefi,  which  he  underllood  had  by  no  means  aiV< 
fwercd  the  fanguine  profpe6ls  at  firfl  entertained,,  and  tlic  unhappy 
fituation  of  Poland,  which  precluded  all  hopes  of  any  fupply  from 
that  quarter. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  that  from  what  he  undcrftood  of  the  high     ^ 
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price  of  barley,  and  Tikewife  from  a  circumftance  of  the  brewer* 
having  lately  ftopt  on  account  of  the  fcarcity  of  malt,  he  would  in 
all  probability  1^  encouraged  fpeedily  to  bring  forward  fome  fuch 
propofition  as  he  had  originally  fu^efted* 

The  Report  was  then  received,  and  leave  given  to  bring  in  a  bill. 
Colonel  MAITLAND  faid,  that  with  a  view  to  further  difcuf- 
fion,  he  propofed  now  to  make  a  motion  on  which  he  fhould  not  en- 
large, as  he  underftood  that  it  would  meet  with  no  oppofition.  He 
therefore  moved,  that  an  humble  Addrefs  fliould  be  prefcnted  to  His 
Majefty,  to  give  diredlions,  that  there  fhould  be  laid  before  the 
Houfc  a  return  of  the  names,  dates  of  commiflion,  and  length  of 
fervice,  of  thofe  who  fincc  the  commencement  of  the  war  had  been 
appointed  field  officers,  thofe  who  had  received  brevet  rank  not  be- 
ing included. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  Ifated,  that  if  the  honourable  gentleman,  by 
his  motion,  meant  to  afcertain  that  rank  had  not  always  becnbe- 
ftowed  according  to  feniority,  that  indeed  might  be  matter  of  regret, 
but  could  not  be  imputed  as  matter  of  Wame  to  Miniflers,  who  in 
the  mode  which  they  had  adopted,  with  refpedl  to  beflowing  pro- 
motion, had  only  accommodated  themfelves  to  the  nccefTities  of  the 
public  fervice. 

Colonel  MAITLAND  (aid,  that  in  order  that  Minifters  might 
not  be  at  a  lofs,  he  fhould  candidly  flate  his  motives  for  making  Ws 
prefent  motion.  He  knew  well  that  at  the  commencement  of  a  war, ' 
in  order  to  remedy  the  fcantinefs  of  a  peace-elbblifliment,  it  was 
nctcihrY  to  over-ftep  the  bounds  to  which  at  other  times  it  might 
be  proper  to  adhere,  and  that  rank  was  given  to  fuch  perfons  of  for- 
tune and  lituation,  as  were  enabled  to  come  forward,  and  raifc  regi- 
ments for  the  public  fervice.  This  was  a  pradlice  rcforted  to  in  all 
wars,  and  of  which  none  had  a  right  to  complain. — Neither  did  he 
mean  to  objedt  to  the  rapidity  of  prom.otion  which  had  lately  taken 
place.  But  he  knew  of  many  inftances  where  men  of  large  fortune, 
and  in  a  fituation  which  gave  them  the  command  of  men,  had  of- 
fered to  raife  regiments,  and  had  been  refufed — while  permiffion 
for  that  purpofe  had  been  granted  to  others  in  circumftances  exadly 
the  reVerfe.  What  he  had  therefore  to  cofliplain  of  in  the  prefent 
inftancc  was  not  any  partial  deviation  froni-  fyftcm,  but  that  all  fy- 
flcm  was  abandoned,  all  confidence  was  deftroyed  between  the  fol- 
dicrs  and  the  officers,  the  officers  and  the  Generals ;  boys  from 
fchool  were  fet  over  the  heads  of  veteran  officers,  and  men  dragged 
from  prifon  to  the  fervice  of  tlieir  country.  Minifters,  in  fhort, 
had  rendered  the  fyftem  entirely  fubfervient  to  their  own  corrupt 

views  of  influence,  and  had  fhewn  the  fame  neglcdl  in  the  military 
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ifepajtment,  as  in  his  mind  they  had  done  with  sefpe£t  to  eveiy 
other  branch  of  the  public  fervice. 

Lord  ARDEN  brought  up  the  ordinary  eftimates  of  the  navy, 
which  were  oidered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  was  read  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfclf 
into  a  Committee  of  Supply,  Mr.  Hobart  in  the  Chair., 

Mr.  WINDHAM,  Secretary  at  War,  faid  that  to  thofe  gen- 
tlemen who  had  had  an  opportunity  of  looking  into  the  papers  laid- 
upon  the  table,  it  would  be  fcarccly  pofllble  for  him  to  convey  any 
clearer  idea  of  the  eftimates,  which  he  was  now  to  move,  but  as 
many  might  not  have  had  this  importunity,  he  Ihould  briefly  fubmit 
to  them  a  fummary  of  the  refult,  referving  himfelf  afterwards  to 
give  any  explanation  that  might  be  required  in  the  courfc  of  the  dif- 
cuffion.  The  papers,  as  had  been  ,ufual  on  all  former  occafions, 
were  divided  into  the  following  clafles,  die  eftimates  of  the  guards 
and  garrifpns,  of  the  forces  in  the  plantations,  of  the  troops  lent 
iron  Ireland,  of  the  recruiting  contingencies,  of  the  pay  of  the  ge- 
neral officers,  of  the  penfionsfor  the  widows,  and  Chclfea  Hofpital, 
of  the  fencible  infantry,  and  fencible  cavalry,  the  cloathing,  &c. 
Several  of  thefe  articles  were  of  a  nature  which  called  for  no  explana- 
tion. The  principal  head  was  that  of  the'  guards  and  garrifons,> 
including  all  the  regular  force  not  employed  in  diftant  fervice,  among 
whom  were  comprifed  the  troops  now  ferving  on  the  Continent,  &c. 
The  fecond  head,  that  of  the  plantations,  comprifed  all  the  troops 
not  included  in  the  former ;  the  troops  in  th^  Weft  Indies,  in  Corr* 
fica,  in  Gibraltar,  in  America,  &c.  Mr.  Windham  here  entered 
into  a  number  of  minute  calculations,  with  refpefl:  to  the  amount 
<tf  the  expence  of  the  different  branches  of  the  fervices.  The  whole 
force  on  foot,  inpluding.  regulars,  militia,  and  fencibles,  he  ftated 
to  amount  to  149,627  .men  ;  taking  in  the  Indian  regiments,  it ' 
amounted  to  a  much  greater  number,  not  lefs  than  222,656  men. 
This  view  of  the  force  which  Great  Britain  had  been  able  to  pro- 
duce, he  ftated  to  be  exceedingly  confolatory  with  refpeft  to  her  ca- 
pability of  carrying  on  the  prefent  conteft  ;'  on  the  otiier  hand,  the  - 
very  great  expence  at  which  only  fo  numerous  a  force  could.be  fup^* 
ported,  rnuft  no  doubt  be  admitted  to  operate  as  a  drawback.  The  • 
expences  of  this  force  amounted  altogether  to  6,652,745!.  The 
increafe*  in  point  of  numbers  had  been  much  more  rapifi  than  had  - 
taken  place  in  the  fame  period  of  any  former  war.  It  amounted  to 
nalefs  than  73>029  men  ;  the  additional  expence  incurred  by  this  ; 
increafe,  was  a  fum  of  217,54^1*  Having  done  this,  he  ihould 
po  longer  detain  the  Houfe,  farther  than  might  be  ncceffary  to  an- 
swer any  queftions  that  Height  arife  in  the  courfe  of  the  difcuffion. 

Vol.  XL.    \  '  pd  ^' 

Digitizec^by  VjOOQIC    , 


L. 


203  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1795, 

He  concluded  ^tH  movii^  the  firft  reCbludoiiy  that  a  number  of 
land  forces,  anu)unting  to  119,380  men,  including  3,88a  inva- 
lids, be  employed  for  die  fervice  of  the  year  1795. 

General  TARLETON  rofc,  and  addreffed  the  Chairman,  as . 
follows:  /  , 

.  Mr.  Hobait,  ' 
If  I  advert  to  the' particulars  or  the  total  of  the  eftimates,  mf 
mind  is  filled  with  melancholy  and  aftonifhmcnt — So  much  ex- 
pended, and  fo  little  done !  If  vidloiy  had  attended  our  arms,  thefe 
^pences  would,  in  that  cafe,  have  been  feverely  felt  in  the  country; 
but  retreat  and  defeat  render  them  very  unpalatable  indeed.      It 
Will  be  neceffary  to  fay  fomething  upon  every  pdnt  on  which  the 
light  honourable  gentleman  has  touched,  as  well  as  every  item  of 
the  account.     I  (hall,  therefore,  clafs  my  obfervations  as  nearly  as 
I  can,  according  to  the  numbers  of»the  different  efttmates.     But  as 
the  radically  bad  fyftem  of  recruiting  the  army  was  adopted  before 
the  right  honourable  Secretary  at  War  entered  into  office,  it  will  be 
but  ^r  to  ftate  the  folly  and  difad  vantages  of  that  fyftem,  not  imr 
puting  them  to  him,  before  I  range  along  the  extended  line  of  the 
cftimates.     As  far  back  as  the  year  1 7  9 1 ,  His  Majefty's  Minifters 
thought  there  was  a  neceffitj^  for  augmenting  the  army,  and  commencing 
hoftilities  ;  but  happily  for  England,  Engliftinien  did  not  entirely 
adopt  that  opinion,  and  grim-vifaged  war  was  fubdued  in  ibis  Houfe, 
becaufe  the  country  wifhed  for 'peace,  and  the  Minifrers  v.ifhed  to 
htcp  their  places.     However,  during  the  fhort  armament,  a  (yftem 
of  multiplying  commiffions,  rearing  officers,    and  criirping  men, 
took  its  growth;     This  fyftem  was  always  reprobated  on   this  fide 
of  the  Houfe,  and  moft  particularly  by  an  experienced  General*  and 
inoft  amiable  man,  whofeabfencc  from  this  Houfe,  and  lofe^tothc 
world,  muft  always  be  fincerely  deplored.      I  fhall  endeavour,  in  a* 
very  few  words,  to  prove  that  the  mode  of  raifing  men  to  which  I 
allude,    was  unwife,  improvident,    and  unconftitutional.     In  the 
firft  place,  it  cancelled  the  rule  laid  down  at  the  erid  of  the  American 
war,  viz,,  that  the  different  regiments  of  infaotry  (houldvberecruit- 
^  by  the  different  counties  of  the  kingd<>m,  and  which  had,  in  con- 
fequence  of  that  regulation,  adopted  their  refpeSive  names.     But 
"when  this  fyftem  of  jobbing  aivi  competition  commenced,  that  va- 
luable regulation,  which  commimicatcd  both  enthufiafm  and  confi- 
dence to  the  counties,  to  the  Colonels  of  raiments,  and  to  the  bat-' 
tstlions  themfelves,  was  overthrown.     Befides  rendering  the  old  Co- 
lonels, ^hofe  experience  and  talents  niight  be  cttremely  ufeful.toi 

•  General  Burgoyne, 
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the  fervice,  merefy  regimental  cyphersy  what  is  the  conie4uence  ?  The 
old  corps  get  no  men ;  the  Offioers  of  the  independent  companies 
hid  againft  one  another,  and  the  veterans  of  the  line  are  expofed  to 
every  difad  vantage,  or  laid  under  thefcvereft  contributions,  that  thejf 
may  not  be  fubjed  to  the  petulant  frowns  or  imperious  mandates  of 
purfe-proud  fchool-faoys.  Old  Majors  of  the  line  are  now  placed, 
at  a  greater  diftance  from  the  commands  of  regiments,  as  each  re- 
^ment  is  now  provided  with  two  Lieutenant  Colonels ;  or,  if  the 
old  Major  purchafes,  he  may  fcon  be  reduced,  and  fufier  a  confider* 
able  diminution  of  income,  by  being  placed  on  the  half-pay  lift. 
Old  Captains,  likeiniC^,  haj/efbur  Field  Officers  in  their  van,  per-^ 
haps  all  inexperienced  men,  before  they  can  arrive  at  the  command 
of  a  regiment;  or,  if  they  piirchafe,  the  eldeft  Captain  may  be 
eflablifiied,  by.  pay\iig  7 col.  for  his  Majority  ;  but  the  fecond  Cap^ 
'tain  muft  be  reduced  Ht  a  peace  to  half  pay,  although  he  pays  550L 
'for  the  Majority,  and  the*Qompanies  are  fold  for  1 40  ol.  a  pi^ce,  if 
Government  can  obtain  that  fum,  in  order  to  car^y  en  the  recruit^ 
ing  account.  Great  fuiiis  of  money  have  been  taken  out  of  the 
pockets  of  individuals,  and  in  a  marner  whicb^  rn  fbnncr  days> 
would  be  deemed  unconftitutional,  becaufe  without  the  knowledge 
of  this  Houfe  ;  but  in  thefe  new  and  furprifing  times,  the  Min'ftets 
can  create  a  loan  or  a  tax,  and  Parliament,  with  amiable  obfequi- 
oufnefs,  aifents  to  his  propofition.      -  ' 

Hitherto  their  new-fangled  fyftem  has  produced  no  good.  No- 
thing falutary  or  vigorous  has  proceeded  from  it.  Competition 
beheeen  young  men  and  crimps  has  taken  place,  but  the  army  or 
navy  have  not  been  benefited,  but  injured,  and  the  coyntry  will  be 
faddlcd  for  a  number  of  years,  with  a  progrcffive  and  almofl  ihcal->* 
culable  cxpcnce.  Nothing  is  now  wanting  to  complete  this  perni- 
cbus  fyftem,  but  to  introduce  it  into  the  navy.  Let  rich  young 
men  provide  ftores  and  (hips,  arid  take  the  command  of  thofe  expe- 
rienced officers  and  gallant  failoi^s,  who  have  pcoteded  this  country  ^ 
for  centuries,  and  who,  I  truft,  will  defend  it  to  the  latcft  pofterity* 

I  will  now  draw  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  confiruc- 
tion  of  an  independent  company.  One  hundred  men  arc  to  Tbe 
raifed — Government  did  give  about  three  guineas ;  now,  I  beUeve/ 
tfie  bounty  money  is  higher.  I  will  calculate,  however,  at  three 
guineas,  which  makes  315I.— I  add  to  that  fum  164I.,  the  half- 
pay  of  I  Captain,  i  Lieutenant,  and  i  Enfign,  which  I  believe  is  " 
calculated  at  10  years,  and  makes  the  fum  of  1640I.,  which  added 
to  the  bounty,  makes  a  total  of  1 9551. — ^Therefore,  diough  Mini- 
vers fay  they  only  give  three  guineas,  in  fadt  the  countrj'  pays  about 
^91*  ht  eadx  man  fo  ndfed.     No  longer  therefore  do  we  fee  the  old 
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Colonek  or  the  counties  engaged  in  forming  and  completing  vigorous 
battalions,  which  might  have  been  done  by  oflS^ring  and  keeping  the 
bounty  at  8  or  i  o  guineas  per  man ;  but<  a  deluiive,  unfubftantial, 
unconftitutional,  and  corrupt  fyftem  has  arifen.  What  are  the  ge- 
nerality of  thefc  companies  compofed  of?  Infancy  and  dotage  ;^— 
whilft  crimps  and  fchool-boys  raife  and  command  thefe  champions 
•of  their  country.  In  the  courfe  of  my  reading  concerning  warlike 
notions,  I. never  yet  learnt  that  the  audioneer's  hamnijer  was  the 
'fymbol  of  command,  or  that  a  broker's  fhop  was  the  ncceffary  ap- 
.pendage  of  the  Campus  Martiusy  or  the  camp. 

I  had  almoft  forgot  16  mention  an  inftanc%  which  I  fhould  haw 

been  forry  to  have  omitted,  out  of  the  great  variety  to  be  met  with, 

of  the  progrefs  now  made  in  the  army :— A  young  nobleman,  with 

whom  I  hidive  not  the  pleafure  of  acquaintance,  but  who  is,  I  dare 

fay,  pcrfedly  accompliftied  and  amiable  as%  gentleman  (I  mean 

Lord  Granard)  feems  to  have  outftripped  all  his  competitors.     He 

commenced  his  military  career  pn  the  12th  of  November,   1794? 

and  in  the  next  Gazette  we  fee  him  jump  from  his  Comctcy  to  the 

.  rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant.     One  Gaxettc  difplay* 

the  ranks  he  has  paffed  through,  and  17  days  experience,  qualifies 

him  for  the  command  of  a  regiment.     I  do  not  blame  this  young 

nobleman  for  the  ardour  of  his  race,  but  impute  ferious  hXzvat  to 

His  Majefty's  Minifters.      If  this  rank  had  been  acquired  by  any 

^  gallant  exploit  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  I  fhould  fay  that  this  fud- 

den  elevation  was  well  conferred.     For  real  fervice,  the  reward  am 

hardly  be  too  great,  or  the  promotion  too  rapid.     The  fpark  of 

-  emulation  cannot  be  too  much  encouraged  in  young  officers ;  but 

when  I  fee  gold  and  rank  the  principal  paflports  to  high  fituatipns, 

I  entertain  very  ferious  appreheniions  for  the  faccefs  of  the  army,  or 

the  well-being  of  the  country. 

Sir, .having  now  done  with  this  ftatement,  and,  in  fo  doingi 
difpofed  of  three  confiderable  articles,  viz.  Recruiting  Contingen- 
.  cies.  Levy-money  for  Augmentations,  and  fdmc  part  of  that  article 
called  full  pay  to  fupemumeraiy  Officers,  I  (hall  recur  to  the  firft, 
head  of  the  eftimatc.  Though  I  do  not  admit  2,777,534!.  tobc 
wifely  or  economically  expended,  yet  when  I  recoiled  that  148  re- 
giments are  provided  for  with  that  fum,  I  am  at  a  lofs  how  to  mca- 
fure  or  calculate  the  forces  of  our  Auftrian  ally,  to  whom  we  arc  to 
give  fix  millions  for  one  year,  efpecially  as  it  b,  I  believe,  univer- 
.  fally  acknowledged,  that  military  fervice  is  dofne  cheaper,  and  ad- 
miniftered  with  more  economy,  by  that  power,  than  by  any  other 
in  Europe. 

As  for  the  Fcncible  Corps,  they  are  fo  interwoven  with  tfcc 
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chaiges  for  the  militia,  (whoiri  I  honour  and  rcfpcfl)  and  in  othcf 
inftances,  that  I  do  not  know  how  to  fcparatc  them,  or  calculate  to 
the  charges ;  but  we  find  two  grofs  articles  for  Fcncible  Cavalry, 
amounting  to  360,000!.  If  the  charges  were  more  moderate,  I 
confefs  I  ftiould  hav^  ftill  great  objections  to  this  mode  of  raifing 
men,  becaufe  it  is  extremely  prejudicial  to  the  recruiting  for  the 
army,  and  finding  men  for  the  navy.  Thefe  corps,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, are  never  infpedled  by  any  General,  though  the  officers 
have  an  allowance  of  bounty  of  lol.  a  man,  to  ferve  in  England 
and  Scotland ;  and  fome  of  thefe  corps  extend  their  protection  to 
Jcrfey  and  Guemfey.  I  (hall  diftnifs  this  article  without  any  com- 
ment, becaufe  it  mufl  be  evident  to  the  Committee,  that  this  job- 
bing fyflcm  militates  agaipft  the  real  intereft  of  the  army  and  navy 
of  Great  Britain.  Now,  Sir,  the  refult  of  this  eftimate  is,  that 
the. people  of  this  country  are  to  pay  6,62^,000!.  for  an  army  thus 
raifed  and  managed.  They  have  likcwife  to  look  forward  to  the 
Extraordinaries  of  the  Army — the  Ordnance  Eftimatcs — the  Bar- 
rack Matter's  Accounts — the  Commiffaries'  Account, —with  a 
ftring  of  minor  accounts,  and  all  the  fubfidies  to  our  numerous  and 
vigorous  allies. 

I  fliall  here  drop  this  part  of  the  fubjeft,  and  look  at  the  oon- 
du(ft  of  the  war. 

On  the  origin  of  the  war,  or,  to  exprefs  myfelf  more  clearly, 
th<  meafures  which  were  adopted  by  His  Majefly*s  Minifters  to  . 
plunge  this  country  into  fuch  a  calamity,  I  Ihall  at  this  moment 
obfcrvc  a  total  filencc,  being  fully  convinced  whenever  that  particu- 
lar queftion  is  agitated,  that  the  rife  and  progrcfs  of  the  war  will 
be  afcribed  to  Englifli  intrigue  and  Englifh  gold  :  and  I  know  that 
I  have  able,  eloquent,  and  honourable  friends  near  me,  who  will 
never  fuflPer  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  difentangle  himfclf 
from  that  refponfibility.  I  ihall. therefore  proceed  to  give  an  outline 
of  the  military  operations  which  naturally  come  within  the  fcope  of 
this  day's  debate. 

Sir,  it  appears  to  me,  that  no  ornament  of  language  (hould  be 
ufed  in  giving  to  the  Houfe  the  ftatemcnt  of  our  m.ilitary  affairs ; 
and  that  it  will  be  more  regular  and  perfpicuous  to  review  the  en- 
tcrprizcs  and  operations  of  our  armies  at  a  diftance,  and  then  gra- 
dually proceed  to  our  own  coafts.  I  fhall  not  dwell  upon  circum- 
fbinces  of  a  moderate  fize,  becaufe  other  opportunities  will  arife  to 
fcrutinixe  thoroughly  into  them.  I  mean  this  as  a  general  outline, 
iiore  than  a  perfeft  .picture ;  for  the  fcene  is  fo  vaft,  and  fo.  replete 
with  folly,  rafhnefs,  incapacity,   calamity,  and  horror,    that  the 
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human  mind  cannot  at  one  time  embrace  it  completely,  or  Ac  hu- 
man attention  give  it  a  diftinft  and  patient  hearing. 

The  firft  obje<ft  to  be  regularly  viewed  is  the  Weft  Indies.  I 
pafs  over  the  plans  and  mifcarriages  which  had  taken  jdacc  in  dw* 
quarter  of  the  world,  previous  to  the  expedition  prepared  for  Sir 
Charles  Grey.  That  diftinguilhed  and  able  officer  had,  I  believe, 
a  promife  of  10,000  men  from  this  country,  to  be  added  to  the 
force  then  exifting  beyond  the  Atlantic.  He  had  the  mortifica- 
tion, however,  ta  find  that  promifed  and  neceffary  army,  after 
unaccountable  delays,  reduced  to  5000  rank  and  file^  I  (hall 
not  flop  to  comment  on  the  employment  of  the  eight  regiments 
ftolen  from  this  expedition,  but  endeavour  to  give  a  fketch  of  the 
proceedings  as  they  occurred  in  the  Weft  Indies^.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  diminution  of  force.  Sir  Charles  Grey  (of  whom  I  fliril 
never  think  or  fpeak  without  refpe<St  and  r^ard)  wifely  conceived 
that  if  he  executed  with  rapidity,  he  might  complete  a  plan  which 
required  the  proportion  of  troops  originally  allotted  to  his  expedition. 
This  prompitude  and  decifion,  united  with  courage  and  fkill,  made 
a  ftriking  impreffion  upon  the  enemy,  artd  Guadaloupe,  Martinique, 
St.  Lucia,  and  other  iflands,  yielded  to  the  Britifti  arms.^  Was  this 
gallant  army,  which  was  neceffarily  wafted  by  a  feries  of  conflifts, 
and  expofed  to  a  peftilcntial  climate,  properly  reinforced  ?— No. 
Have  the  loffes,  the  diiBculties,  the  dangers,  to  which  our  troops 
have  beei;!  liable,  been  cxpreffed  or  detailed  by  the  Commanders 
*  upon  that  ftation  to  the  Minifters  in  England  ?  I  believe  no  man 
will  give  a  negative  to  that  queftion.  -What  then  is^  our  prefent 
fituation  ?  We  know  that  our  gallant  army  has  been  weakened  by 
hoftilities,  and  almoft  confumed  by  difeafe.  We  know  that  Gua- 
daloupe has  been  fnatched  from  us,  and  we  have  too  much  caufc 
to  apprehend  that  the  other  iflands  wull  foon  be  reconquered.  The 
beft  accounts  and  the  laft  returns  of  the  army  fully  juftify  this^ap- 
prehenfion,  as  there  are  not  1700  men  to  defend  all  our  own  and 
the  conquered  iflands.  Where  are  the  reinforcements  fo  often 
called  for,  and  fo  often  promifed  to  Sir  Charles  Grrey?— Ether 
reduced  by  a  long  refidence  in  tranfports  to  a  ftatc  of  infantine  im- 
becility, or  now  riding  in  the  harbours  of  Portfinjoudi  and  Plymoudi. 
With  refpeft  to  the  operations  in  St.  £>omtngo,  I  fliall,  in  a  fewr  . 
words,  ftate  the  prominent  parts,  and  my  opinion  on  the  general 
plan.  I  have  not  the  fmalleft  hefitation  in  fayii^,  that  tlw  coft- 
queft  was  too  great  to  be  atchieved  with  fuch  numbers  as  were  em- 
ployed. A  country  fo  extenfive  and  populous  was  not  to  be  hold 
by  a  corps  more  rcfembling  a  corps  of  buccaneers  than  a  rcgultf 
army.    The  force  tliat  could  be  fpared  from  Jamaica  and  the  odicr 
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ifbnds  was  not  adequate  to  die  conqueft  or  poileifion  of  St.  Do« 
mingo:  therefore  the  refult  of  fo  ill-concerted  an  invaiion  will  be 
the  probable  lofs  of  numbers  of  officers  and  men,  and  the  certain 
lofs  of  Tcputatioh  In  that  quarter  of  the  world. 

In  addition  to  all  thefe  misfortunes  and  loifes,  another  very  great 
detriment  has  arifen  to  His  Majefty*s  commercial  fubjedls.  The 
mifconduA  of  Minifters  is  not  produftlvc  of  partial  difadvantage  ; 
the  peftilential  influence  of  thcgr  counfels  is  extenfive  and  general. 
On  the  cc»iquefts  made  in  the  Weft  Indies  many  merchants  and 
roanufaiShirers  who  were  dnx)ping  under  loflbs  and  misfortunes  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  war,  once  more  reared  their  heads,  and  were  en- 
couraged by  Government  to  fend  laxge  quantities  of  goodsy  which 
had  been  locked  up  in  their  warehoufes,  to  thefe  new  markets. 
Whether  this  effort  of  induftry  will  be  placed  to  the  page  of  profit 
ox  lofs,  requires  but  little  forefight  to  foretel.  The  manufadlures 
of  Lancafhire,  of  Yorkfhire,  and  of  other  counties  of  Great  Bri- 
tain,  will  moft  probably  be  worn  by  the  French ;  and  the  unfortu- 
nate merchants  who  have  thus  fpeculated,  with  a  firm  reliance  for 
protedion  on  Government,  will  find  themfelves  the  dupes  of  their 
own  confidence  and  credulity. 

I  come  now.  Sir,  to  the  inilifary  operations  in  Flanders,  which 
if  vicweAin  detail,  and  related  at  length,  would  confound  the  at- 
tention and  exhauft  the  patience  of  the  Houfe.  It  is  not  my  defign, 
to  prefent  a  journal  at  this  moment,  which  I'muft  do  if  I  entered 
folly  into  the  prefent,  and  part  of  the  former  campaign,  which  is 
.  nccefTarily  connedled  with  it,  becaufe  each  day  appears  to  have 
been .  pregnant  with  events  of  the  greateft  magnitude.  I  {hall 
therefore,  for  the  convenience  of  gentlemen,  now  bring  forward 
only  the  prominent  parts.  In  the  firft  place,  it  feems  to  me 
neccflary  to  eftablifli  the  point  of  time  when  His  Majcfty*s  Coun- 
cils influenced  the  meafurcs  of  the  allies  in  Flanders.  From  all 
public  documents,  and  indeed  by  many  f^atements  made  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  this  Houfe,  it.  appears  that  the 
Britiih  Minifter  had  confiderablc  influence  on  the  Continent  from 
the  period,  of  the  Congrefe  at  Antwerp.  This  fad  being  afcer- 
tained  and  acknowledged.  From  this  remarkable  epoch  I  Ihall 
briefly  bring  forward  the  principal  operations  which  fucceeded 
it ;  and  in  paflTing  over  thefe  events,  I  wifli  it  to  be  undcrftood 
that  I  do  not  impute  any  culpability  whatever  to  the  illuftrioiis 
Prince  at  the  head  of  the  Britiih  army,  or  to  any  General  Offi- 
cers under  his  comnwnd.  But  a$  the  Minifters  have  frequently 
iclaimed  in  this  Houfe,  the  approbation  of  their  country  for  .the  fuc- 
Sefles  whi9h  followed  the  fongrefs  at  Antwerp,  I  (hall  novjr  bej 
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leave  to  t^emind  them  of  the  errors  committed  fince  that  period, 
which  clearly  point  out  the  quarter  from  whence  they  originated/ 
After  the  jun6Hon  of  the  allies — after  the  defeats  of  the  French-^ 
after  the  defcdion  of  Dumourier — after  the  explanations  which 
were,  or  might  have  been,  derived  from  that  quarter  of  the  ftate  of 
Ae  frontier  of  France,  it  appeared  ftrange  and  wonderful  that  the 
firft  effort  of  the  combined  powers  was  not  dire6ted  againft  Lifle. 
It  was  almoft  univerfally  known  that  that  fortrefs,  at  the  period  to 
which  I  allude,  contained  a  diforganized  garrifon  and  fcanty  rnaga* 
zines.  And  it  muft  be  apparent  to  the  duUeil  capacity,  that  from 
its  extent  and  fituation,  Lifle  poffeffes  the  double  advantage  of  being 
the  bulwark  of  Flanders,  and  the  key  likelieft  to  advance  all  mi- 
litary operations  within  ^he  boundary  of  France.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  time  appeared  particularly  favourable,  and  die  poffeflion 
of  Lifle  was  an  objedl  devoutly  to  be  wiflied,  how  did  the  com- 
bined army  pafs  the  fummer  ?  —  In  taking  Valenciennes  and 
Condc  ;  places  comparatively  of.  no  confequence :  and  afterwards 
(he  combined  troops  wer6  divided  to  take  Dunkirk,  Quelhoy,  and 
Maubeuge.  This  movement,  however,  afforded  a  favourable  op- 
portunity for  an  honourable  General*,  a  friend  of  mine,  to  perform 
an  exploit  which  will  immortalize  his  name,  and  the  corps  he  com- 
ynanded.  At  Lincclles,  a  viftory  was  atchicvcd  by  an  inferior  body 
pf  men,  labouring  under  every  difadvantage,  which  will  be  recorded 
as  long  as  the  annals  of  this  country  fliall  be  prefetved.  If  I  chofe 
to  examine  and  inveftigate  the  (illy  operation  againft  Dunkirk,  I 
might  dwell  upon  the  fubjeft  a  confiderable  time,*  and  find  an  am- 
ple field  for  comment  and  cenfure.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  a  plan 
ifo  ill-calculated  and  arranged,  produced  its  own  defeat.  As  it  is 
acknowledged  that  the  enterprife  againft  Dunkirk  originated  in  the 
Britifli  Cabinet,  I  live  in  hopes;^  that  the  author,  whether  civil  o» 
military,  of  this  great  project,  will  not  be  concealed  long  from  the 
world,  that  the  prefent  age  and  pofterity  may  have  the  opportunity 
of  holding  in  juft  admiration  the  man  who  had  power  to  divide  the 
Combined  forces,  and  detach  a  conliderable  army  to  attack  a  town, 
which,  if  taken,  would  oftly  have  proved  a  burfhen  to  this  country, 
and  a  clog  to  the  operations  of  the  army,  till  Lifle  was  reduced. 
This  ill-conceived  plan  produced  defeat  to  the  allies,  and  gave  con- 
fidence and  courage  to  the  French.  This  mifcarriage  contributed 
likewife  to  the  defeat  of  the  Auftrians  before  Madbeuge;  aftep 
which,  the  contending  poweis  retired  to  winter  quarters,  and  the 
putpofts  of  both  parties  continued  alert  till  the  return  of  fpring. 

f  Gct-icral  Lake, 
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Of  the  operations  of  this  campaign,  which  is  not  yet  concluded, 
I  fliaJI  take  only  a  curfory  view.  If  the  forces  of  the  allied  powers 
which  took  the  field  in  April,  were  not  fo  numerous  as  might  have 
been  expected,  the  fcope  of  the  plan  for  the  campaign  ought  to  have 
been  narrowed  ;  for  it  was  foon  apparent  that  the  allies  were  not 
able  to  preferve  a  refpedtable  defenfive  in  Weft  Flanders,  and  to 
proceed  with,a  powerful  army  into  France.  Lifle  poured  forth  her 
forces,  and  Pichegru,  like  another  Ulyffes,  covered  his  opponents 
with  confufion,  fhame,  and  difgrace.  -  It  would  be  irkfome  to 
dwell  upon  the  victories  of  the  French-— on  the  retreat  of  Clairfayt 
— on  the  firft  countermarch  of  the  Britifli  army — on  the  want  o( 
union  amongft  the  allies  till  the  arrival  of  the  Emperor — on  the  ill- 
concerted  attack  upon  the  French  corps  in  the  vicinity  of  the  River 
Lys — on  the  ftcady  perfeverance  of  the  French  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Toumay — on  the  efFedl  of  all  thefe  operations  in  changing  an  of- 
fcnfive  into  a  defenfive  war,  on  the  part  of  the  allies— on  the  bat- 
tle of  Fleuris — on  the  fi^e  of  Ypres — on  the  evacuation  of  Oftend^ 
leaving  Nieuport  to  its  fate — on  the  general  retreat  of  the  combined 
powers,  leaving  Quefnoy,  Landrecy,  Valenciennes,  Conde,  and 
feveral  other  leflTer  garrifons  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.— 
I  need  not  now  enumerate  the  lines  of  march,  the  number  of  co- 
lumns made  ufe  of  in  thofe  movements,  or  the  artillery  and  maga- 
zine which  were  taken  by  the  French. —  I  will  not  defcribe  the  po-* 
fitions  occupied  onr  the  frontier  of  Holland,  or  relate  the  conflicts 
which  took  place  betwixt  the  Auftrians  and  the  French,  before  the 
former  paffed  the  Rhine,  or  between  the  Britifh  and  Dutch  and  the 
French,  before  the  former  arrived  at  Amheim. —  I  will  not  recapi- 
tulate the  fiegcs,  or  even  the  names  of  the  places  which  have  fallen 
between  Landrecy,  Cologne,  and  Nimeguen.  I  will  not  dwell 
upon  the  paflFage  of  the  Waal,  or  the  probable  refult  of  operations 
in  that  quarter.  I  will  not  attempt  to  defcribe  how  many,  or  what 
gallant,  men  have  been  the  vidlims  of  the  fword  or  difcafe,  for  the 
fcene  is  not  yet  clofed,  and  its  afpe6t  is  too  tragical  to  be  furveycd 
by  any  Englifhman,  without  the  kceneft  fenfations  of  melancholy  ^ 
and  indignation.  If  we  turn  from  this  profped,  fo  replete  with 
misfortune  and  deftrudion,  cart  we  find  the  leaft  veftige  of  confola- 
tion  in  die  diplomatic  fources  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  t 
What  is  the  nature*  of  the  treaties  in  which  England  is  engaged  ? 
Arc  they  likely  to  contribute  to  the  glory  and  advantage  of  the  coun- 
try ?  Are  wifdom  and  economy  confpicuous  in  thefe  important  tranf- 
aftions  ?  Are  they  equal  to  all  parties  r  No.  We  have  to  deplore 
an  immoderate  and  profufe  -expenditure  of  public  money,  without 
fte  chance  of  attaining  any  one  objed  Which  might  prove  fcrvice- 
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able  to  the  Public.  Arc  we  not  bound  to  all  the  difadvantages, 
whilft  our  virtuous  allies  have  provided  for  their  own  liberty  and 
indemnity  ?  The  catalogue  of  names  would  be  equally  extenfivc  and 
unpleafant.  Ruffia  and  Spain  only  prefcribe  boundaries  to  our  abfur- 
.  dity.  The  vigour  of  Auftria,  and  the  good  faith  of  Pruflia,  arc 
equally  proverbial,  tut  the  payments  and  credulity  of  Britain  keq) 
pace  with  the  avarice  and  perfidy  of  her  allies.  After  tl>e  experi- 
ments we  have  made — after  the  trials  we  have  had— after  the  mil- 
lions we  have  laviftied — ^with  the  example  of  Pruflia  frefli  rankling 
and  feftering  in  the  public  memory  ;  the  nation  is  invited,  nay,  in 
fome  meafure  pledged,  to  the  moft  enormous  fubfidy ;  a  fubfidy  which 
outftrips  all  comparifon  and  calculation,  and  rifes  above  the  moft 
towVing  imagination  :  a  loan  of  fix  millions  fieri ing,  for  tiot  one 
farthing  of  which  either  principle  or  intereft,  can  we  compel  the 
payment.  Great  God !  Are  we  thus  to  hoodwink  our  underftand- 
ings,  and  pluck  the  money  from  the  pockets  of  our  deluded  and 
miferably  opprefled  conftituehts  ? 

Now  Sir,  (continued  the  General)  having  viewed  and  curforily 
pafledover  feveral  operations  and  tranfadiions,  which  no  man  who 
feels  any  love  for  his  country,  can  dwell  upon  without  the  moft  pain- 
ful and  indignant  fenfations,  for  there  is  guilt  and  calamity  fufEcient 
to  difguft  the  mind  and  naufeatc  the  foul,  let  me  for  a  moment  in- 
dulge myfelf  in  addrefling  a  few  obfervations  to  fome  refpedlable  indi- 
viduals. Members  of  this  Houfe.  I  could  aflc  a  young  Colonel  when 
the  allied  armies  are  to  march  to  Paris  ?  What  plans  and  manoeu* 
vres  are  now  to  be  adopted  to  clear  the  paflage  to  that  place  ?  Where 
are  we  to  find  a  fucceflbr  to  Colonel  Mack  ?  I  could  afl^  a  noble 
Lord,  if  Roberfpiqrre  has  left  a  legacy  like  Briflfot  ?  Has  the  will  of 
that  fallen  Statcfman  afforded  him  the  fame  glorious  ^opportunity  of 
illuminating  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ?  Have  .the  writings  of  that 
proftrate  demagogue  fumifhpd  the  Minifterial  advocates  with  reafons 
for  profecuting  the  war  ?  Notwithftanding  all  we  have  heard  in  this 
Houfe,  does  the  prefent  fituation  of  France  agree  with  the  paft  rea- 
fonings  and  prediflions  of  Minifterialiftsand  Alarmifts,  or  withthofe 
of  the  Members  of  the  Oppofition  P  Or  has  not  every  change  in 
France,  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  proved  pcejudicial 
to  this  country  ?  I  could  remind  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
that  thewifdom  difplayed  by  the  Britifli  Cabinet  in  the  attack 
of  Dunkirk,  excelled  the  atchievements  of  Turenne  before 
that  place  ;  that  the  getting  hold  of  Toulon  was  fuperior  to  any  en- 
terprise of  his  father  ;  that  the  forces  under  Sir  Charles  Grey,  which 
he  fent  againft  the  whole  of  die  Weft-India  iflands,  were  more  nu- 
merous and  bettu"  provided  than  the  forces  diredcd  folcly  againft  the 
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Kavannah.  .  I  could  force  upon  his  recolleflion. what  the  late  Lord 
Camden  faid,  and  faid  well  too,  in  another  place.  "  Admiral 
llawke  and  Prince  Ferdinand,"  (aid  the  learned  Lord,  **  have  been 
uded  to  in  this  debate,  as  having  effcntially  fcrved  their  country  ; 
ft  certainly  they  had,  and  undoubtedly  their  merit,  as  profeffional 
men,  yvsis  unqucftionable :  but  to  whom  ought  it  ultimately  to  be 
afcribed  r  To  the  Earl  of  Chatham  ;  the  one  was  his  Admiral,  the 
other  his  General :  the  battles  they  fought,  were  the  battles  of  his 
planning."  Let  the.  right  honourable  gentleman  apply  thefe  few 
fentences  of  that  worthy  and  venerable  Peer,  and  let  the  country 
judge   between  the  Earl  of  Chatham  and  his  fon.  * 

I  will  now,  Sir,  withpermiflionof  the  Committee^  offer  a  few 
ideas,  which  may  be  applied  or  not,  as  gentlemen  think  proper.      I 
will  fuppofe  that  Great  Britain,  without  making  any  cffers  of  peace, 
or  any  change  of  Miniftry,  decides  to  carry  on  the  war.  which  it  is 
very  probable  it  will  do,  from  the  tenor  of  the  late  fpcech  from  the 
Throne.      I  will  fuppofp  the  next  campaign  prcfpcrous  in  the  ex- 
treme ;  and  undoubtedly  every  pcrfon  will  admit  that  it  is  of  that 
defcription,  when  I  ftate  that  the  forces  of  Great  Britain  and  her 
allies  (hall  recover  Holland,  re-conquer  Auftrian  Flanders,  and  in 
every  quarter  of  Europe  drive   the   French    within  the  limits  of 
France.     I  will  fuppofe  likewife,  that  our  efforts  in  the  Weft  In- 
.  dies  are  equally  fuccefsful,  and  that  all  our  naval  operations  partake 
of  the  general  glory.     This  fuccefs  muft  iiievitably  coft  Great  Bri- 
tain a   number  of  lives,  and,  according  to  the  prefent  poverty  cf 
our  allies,  fifty  millions  of  money :  to  obtain  what  ?  The  fituation 
we  poffeffcd  at  the  commencement  of  the  laft  campaign  ?     Is  not 
that  country  in  a  truly  deplorable  condition,  which  is  obliged  to  ex- 
pend torrents  of  gallant  blood,  and  fifty  millions  of  money,  to  re- 
gain only  a  former  fituation,  and  tlien  to  commence  an  attack  againft 
a  nation  the  moft  impenetrable,-  the  moft  populous,  and,  I  had  al- 
moft  faid,  the  moft  warlike,  in  the  world  ?   Lpt  any  confiderate  man 
contemplate  t^is  feries  of  fuccefles,  and  then  let  him  add  fifty  mil- 
lions to  the  money  already  expended,  and  caft  up  the  national  debt 
at  340  millions  ;  the  iotercft  of  which  is  to  be    provided  for  by 
•  taxes,  before  any  money  levied  can  be  appropriated,  to  the  exifting 
drcumftarices,  and  the  regular  government  of  the  country,  and  will 
he  have  caufe  to  rejoice  or  complain  ?  But  if  I  was  to  fuppofe  an  ex- 
treme cafe  on  the  otlierfide  ;  fuppofe  I  (hould  fay,  the  French  will 
obtain  Holland,  Mayence,  and  the  Weft  Indies  ;  make  peace  with 
Spain,  and  create  the  moft  formidable  navy  in  Europe ;  fuppofe 
.    file  campaign  opened  under  the  direftion  of  the  prefent  Minifters, 
ftom  whom  naturally  the  country  may  expeft  the  fame  fpecies  of 
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plans,  and  the  fame  energy  of  execution,  which  we  have  hitherto 
experienced  ;  what  profpe^Ct  would  then  moft  probably  prefent  itfelf  ? 
The  invafion  of  England  or  Ireland,,  under  every  difadvantage,  and 
perhaps  the  fall  of  one  or  both  might  be  the  confequence.  No 
fcene  that  the  moft  melancholy  imagination  could  fuggeft,  might 
not  be  realized  before  the  conclufion  of  next  Autumn!  Suppofe, 
tfien,  I  ftate  the  middle  line  between  thefe  two  cafes  ;  fuppofe  we 
have  a  little  better  campaign  than  the  laft,  a  mixture  of  vidlory  and 
defeat.  In  that  fituation,  which  is  the  likelieft  and  moft  probable, 
we  {hall  certainly  experience  great  loffes  from  an  interruption  of  our 
trade ;  incur  great  expences,  by  fubfidizmg  our  numerous  allies,  and 
by  our  own  great  warlike  preparations  ;  undergo  a  vaft  diminution  of 
valuable  inhabitants,  and  at  laft  be  obliged  to  try  for  peace,  on 
lerms  more  and  more  difadvantageous,  as  every  campaign  draw$ 
to  a  conclufion. 

Now,  Sif ,  having  ftated  a  variety  of  h&s  as  fliortly  as  I  could, 
•   having  dealt  fparitigly  in  metaphor  and  declamation,  I  ftiall  fum  up 
a  very  plain  fpeech,  by  recapitulating  the  points  upon  which  I  have 
touched. '    An  improvident,  unwife,'  and   iinconftitutional  fyftem 
has  been  adopted  in  augmenting  our  army  ;  an  extenfive  war  has 
been  conduced  without  energy  or   Ikill ;  defeat  and  difeafe  have 
thinned  the  ranks  of  our  choiceft  troops  ;  and  the  pride  and  bulk  of 
armies,  both  in  the  Weft  Indies  and  in  Holland,  are  in  a  moft 
perilous,  nay,  I  may  fay, an  irretrievable,  fituation.     Our  Gene- 
rals, for  many  of  whopfi  I  entertain  the  higheft  rcfpeft,  have  had 
no  opportunity  of  exercifing  their  profeflional  talents,  but  in  retreats. 
If  I  was  to  enumerate  the  lofles  of  our.  allies,  I  might  fairly  efti- 
mate  them  at  350,000   killed,    wounded,  and  taken  prifoners. 
Near  fifty  millions  of  money  have  been  expended,  and  can  any  man 
fay  that  one  enterprize  or  expedit^n  has  been  wifely  planned  fmce 
the  commencement  of  hoftilities  P  Immenfe  fums  have  been,  and 
are  to  be,  paid  to  our  allies  ;  and  1  believe  no  man  in  this  Houfe, 
or  in  die  country,  thinks  ferioufly  tliat  they  have  afforded  \i$  cordial 
co-operation,     A  loan  of  24  millions,  a  loan  the  moft  extraordi- 
nary and  gigantic,  has  been  contracted  for  in  a  moft  extraordinary 
manner. 

This,  Gentlemen,  is  the  profpeft  which  rifes  to  your  view.  Will 
you  look  at  it  with  apathy,  or  will  you  roufe  yourfelves  from  the  fatal 
delufion  into  which,  by  innumerable  artifices,  you  have  been  hur- 
ried ?  Let  another  folfe  alarm  be  excited  ;  let  another  dofe  of  Mi- 
nifterial  confidence  be  fwtillowed,  and  your  fortunes,  your  families, 
your  diftinftions,  your  form  of  government,  fo  long  cheriflied  an4 
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ered,   nay,  your  liberty  Itfclf,  will  be  overwhelmed  in  undifttn- 

cd  and  inevitable  ruin- 
Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  that  he  rofc  to  make  a  nwtion,  that  the 
PhairiTjan  Ihould  now  leave  the  Cliair  and  report  progrefs*  The 
It  honourable  gentleman  h?-d  a  few  days  fincc  given  notice  of  his 
mention  to  bring  fonvard  the  difcufiion  of  a  plan,  ^  for  the  mere 
tefFedlual  manning  of  the  navy-  Ke  was  of  opinion  that  thisobjeiS 
ought  to  fuperfedc  all  other conliderations,  and  that  if  pofllble  20,000 
men  Ihould  be  added  to  the  100,000  already  voted  for  the  fea-fcr- 
vice.  He  con^dcred  exertions  in  this  way  as  likely  to  be  much 
more  beneficial  to  the  country,  than  any  that  could  be  made  by  in- 
f  creafing  the  number  of  our  land  forces.  The  refources  of  the  coun- 
'.try  were  great,  but  not  inexhauftible  ;  he  did  not  believe  that  they 
were  j'et  nearly  cxhaufted  ;  but  there  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  certaia 
limit  beyond  which  we  could  neither  raife  men  ncr  rnoney*  Our 
laft  frake  ought  to^e  employed  as  beneficially  as  pcffiblc.  If  anyr 
one  controverted  the  propofition  that  the  country  was  approaching  to 
its  laft  ftake,  he  would  mention  one  or  two  fadls  ;  he  had  the  cu- 
riofity  to  infpedi  fome  of  the  newly- rai fed  regiments,  and  found  them 
compofed  of  men  between  70  and  80,  and  bo}^s  of  12  and  13  ; 
there  was  a  man  in  his  neighbourhood,  who  had  ten  years  fincc 
been  difcharged  as  unfit  for  the  fervicc,  and  who  was*  lately  enlifted, 
at  a  bounty  of  feven  guineas.  Ke  concluded  with  making  his 
motion.  .     . 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  did  net  think,  with  the  laft 
honourable  fpeaker,  that  vigorous  exertions  for  th?  army  at  aU 
imfeded  thofe  that  ought  to  be  made  for  the  fervice  of  the  navy-. 
On  the  contrar}',  they  had  alwayis  been  found  to  go  hand  in  hand, 
and  in  looking  to  former  wars,  it  would  appear  that  we  had  been 
nioft  powerful  by  land.  The  prefent  refolution,  then,  fo  far  from 
tending  to  defraud  the  navy,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  having  an 
entirely  contrary  effedi.  Is  it  then  to  be  urged  that  we  are  come  to 
fuch  a  fituation,  that  if  we  vote  this  number  of  men  for  the  army, 
wc  fliall  not  be  able  to  provide  for  ithe  naval  fervice  ?  The  honour- 
able gentleman  has  admitted  that  our  resources  are  ilill  great.  If  it 
be  faid  that  we  ought  io  look  to  our  laft  ftake— that  laft  ftake  15 
certainly  involved  in  the  ultimate  iffuc  of  the  prefent  contcft.  Wc 
can  only,  in  the  prefent  moment,  approach  to  that  exhaufted  fitua- 
tion by  a  bafe  timidity,  a  contemptible  imbecility,  which  would 
induce  us  to  abandon  the  objedl  of  our  exertions,  and  would  prove 
Us  unworthy  of  the  blcffings  we  enjoy.  He  then  argued,  that  though 
the  war,  which  it  had  lately  been  the  fafliion  to.  term  difgraceful, 
hd  been  attended  with  heavy  and  fcvere  preffure,  ftill  our  refources 
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had  incrcafed  beyond  the  proportion  of  our  expences,  and  that,   asr 
fer  as  it  related  to  the  internal  ftatc  of  the  country,  to  its  commerce 
and  its  credit,  and  to  the  means  of  recruiting  the  arnriy  and  the  liavy^ 
never  was  there  any  war  in  which  the  afpccS  of  affairs,  after  twiy- 
years  of  hoftility,  was  foprofperous  and  encouraging,  and  in  -whichi  ^ 
fuch  great  exertions  had  been  made  within  fo  (hort  a  fpacc,       Wci] 
were  yet,  he  trufted,  neither  deficient  in  the  means  nor  in  the  fpirit  - 
neceffary  for  a  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war.     Being  convinced  ^ 
then  that  to  put  the  army  on  a  refpedlable  footing,  was  the  beft  me- 
tfiod  to  render  our  naval  fuperiority  more  fecure,  and  to  give  effe6l 
to  our  naval  exertions,  he  would  rather  vote  the  refolution  immc- 
(Gately,  than,  by  deferring  it,  rilk  the  fmalleft  chance  of  difcouraging 
the  public  fpirit.     And   in  this  determination,  he  was  the    iTiore 
confirmed,  as  whatever  wifhcs  might  be  entertained  with  refpcA  _ 
to  negociation,  all  quarters  had  ^agreed  on  the  necefllty  of  keepirTg" 
on  foot  a  great  and  powerful  force — a  ncceffity,  furely,  which  it 
would  not  be  contended,  that  any  thing  which  lately  had  occurred, 
had,  in  the  fmalleft  degree,  tended  to  diminifti. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  had    j 
the  good  fortune  to  be  minifter  of  this  country  in  the  reign  of  Queen     | 
Anne,  when  we  had,  by  the  wifdom  of  our  meafures,  gained  fuch     / 
military  reputation,  and  which,  he  hoped,  we  fliould  never  lofc  ; 
if  he  had  been  Minifter,  as  his  father  was,  at  the  end  of  what  wc 
.  gancrally  called  the  feven-years  war  ;  if  he  had  the  reputation  which 
hi^  father  had,  for  fecurin^  North  America  to  this  country  for  a 
time  ;.  if  he  had  gained  in  proportion  as  he  had  loft  ;  if  he  had  ac- 
quired as  much  glory  by  his  political  condu£t  as  he  had   entailed 
upon  himfelf  difgracc,  he  fhould  then,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  have  had 
fome  doubt  whether  the  ftile  and  tone  of  the  Minifter  could  have 
been  juftified :  prudent  it  could  not  be  in  any  man,  at  any  time, 
under  any  circumftances  ;  but  what  would  the  Houfe  think,  and 
what  would  the  people  feel,  \vhen  they  found  fuch  a  man  coming 
fbrward  under  fuch  circumftances  ?     What  was  to  be  faid  of  a 
Minifter  who  afked,  and  that  with  a  tone   of  authority,  for  the 
confidence  of  the  Houfe  in  this  profecution  of  the  war  ?     A  Mi- 
nifter who  had  been  fo  unfortunate,  at  leaft,  as  to  fee  every  one  of 
.    his  predictions  reverfed  by  events  ;  who  had  year  after  year,  regu- 
larly and  conftantly,  purfued  meafures  the  moft  wild,  extravagant 
and  dangerous,  which  experience  taught  U3  to  be  fo,  and  which  had 
brought  us  into  a  fituation  which,  in  point  of  real  calamity,  was, 
perhaps,  never  equalled  in  this  country  at  any  former  period. — That 
fuch  a  Minifter  could  have  the  hardihood  to  afk  for  any  confidence 
W8ls  aftonifhing ;  it  was  adding  an  infult  to  our  injuries.     It  was 
I 
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ing  us  that  what  the  Country  fuffercd  he  regarded  not.  What 
it,  difgrace,  or  difafter  befei  us,  he  minded  not ;  for,  that 
r  them  all,  -his  fpirit  remained  unbroken  ;  nor  was  he  content 
wth  this,  for  he  afFei^ed  to  caft  ridicule  on  thofe  who  oppofed  the 
iwr,  by  faying  that  it  was  the  fafhion  widi  them  to  call  this  war 
a^mitous  and  difgraceful — now  he  fliould  be  glad  to  know,  if  it  was 
he  £2ifliion,  who  was  the  caufe  of  it  r  Would  the  Minifter  deny 
ny  one  of  the  ftatements  that  were  made  of  the  difaibrous  events  hf 
hich  the  war  had  been  fo  unhappily  diftinguiihed  ?  Would  he 
leny  that  the  objed  for  which  the  war  was  undertaken  on  our  part 
was  loft  ?  Would  he  deny  that  we  had  not  met  with  diiappoint- 
aaents  and  defeats,  misfortunes  and  difafters,  which  were  unequalled 
in  the  hiftory  of  the  world  ?  Would  the  Minifter  fhew  one  event 
in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  prefent  winter  that  could  be  conftrued  in 
our  favour  ?  Not  a  week  paffed  without  producing  a  gazette  giving 
■fome  account  of  our  misfortune  ;  this  was  the  cafe  from'  time  to 
time  until  Flanders  was  entirely  loft,  Holland  now,  perhaps,  pretty 
nearly  fo,  and  a  great  part  of  Spain,  and  alfo  a  confiderable  portion 
of  our  Weft  India  dominions.  This  was  the  man  who  afkcd  for 
the  confidence  of  the  Houfe  in  future,  and  who  afFe6led  to  treat 
with  levity  the  fentiments  of  thofe  who  did  their  duty  to  the  public, 
and  who  faid  what  they  thought^  that  the  prefent  war  was  calamitous 
and  difgraceful.— And  what  was  our  profpeft  at  this  ipoment  ? 
The  Minifter  faid,  that,  in  fome  fenfe,  this  was  our  laft  ftake. 
What  did  he  mean  by  that  ?  Had  he  the  fame  objeft  now  in  view 
as  he  profefled  to  have  had  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  i 
Would  he  now  ferioufly  tell  the  Houfe  that-  he  had  any  hope  of 
cffeaing  a  counter-revolution  in  France  ?  Was  not  that  objed  loft 
for  ever  ?  Was  it  not  given  up  by  every  power  in  Europe  but  that 
of  Great  Britain  ?  Had  not  every  one  of  them  virtually,  by  their 
aflions,  acknowledged  the  French  Government,  while  we  ftood 
alone  vainly  and  fooliftily  attempting  to  prevent  fuch  a  recognition, 
by  which  we  had  brought  ourfelves  to  the  verge  of  ruin  ?  He  re- 
membered how  the  Minifter,  fome  time  ago,  ufed  to  anfwer  fome 
objedions  that  were  made  to  his  adminiftration  :  he  affeded,  with 
a  manner  that  was  half  modeft  and  half  aftuming,  to  fay  that, 
with  all  defcd  that  might  be  urged  againft  the  condud  of  the  Go* 
vcmment,  the  country  was  in  a  profperous  condition.  Little  merit 
as  there  might  be  in  fuch  a  declaration,  when  urged  by  way  of  ar- 
gument, yet  it  taught  us  to  refle<ft  on  our  condition  now,  and  to 
make  us  feel  that  if  any  merit  of  the  Minifter  had  brought  us  to  a 
ftatc  of  profpcrity,  there  muft  be  fome  fault  in  the  fame  perfon  who 
bas  brought  us  to  the  verge  of  ruin.     He  remembered^  b^  faid. 
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Ac  calamities  of  the  American  war,  and,  at  the  time,  he  thought 
them  great,  but  now,  when  he  compared  them  with  the  calamities 
rf  this  war,  they  funk  irtto  trifles.  He  then  faid  that  Minifters 
were  to  blame  ;  fuch  appeared  to  be  the  general  opinion,  and  Lord 
George  Sackville  and  Lord  Sandwich  were  removed :  fomcthing 
of  this  kind  was  the  cafe  with  regard  to  the  late  firiV  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  but  that  was  not  the  cafe  with  refpcdl  to  the  Miniftcr  at 
war,  but  on  the  contrary,  a  third  Secretary  of  State  was  appointed, 
fecmingly  for  the  purpofc  of  keeping  the  conduft  of  the  war  in  the 
hands  in  which  it  was  before  ;  and  to  the  fame  hands  which  ma- 
naged the  laft  glorious  campaign  was  to  be  trufted  the  care  of  the 
next ;  and  what  were  the  people  of  the  country  to  expeft  from  all 
this  ?  The  Minifters  themfelves,  or  their  friends,  continually 
told  us,  that  the  Britifli  arms  had  been  well  condu6^ed  ;  if  fo,  our 
hopes  muft  be  at  an  end  ;  for,  with  all  the  advantage  of  fuch  good 
conducfl,  the  refult  to  us  had  been  only  calamity  and  difgrace.— 
By  whofe  fault  we  had  been  brought  into  this  fituation  was  not  a 
m'fitter  of  the  fame  importance  as  the  queftion,  What  means  wc 
fliould  purfue  in  future  ?  He,  for  one,  was  ready  to,  declare,  that 
all  the  blame  appeared  to  him  to  be  applicable  to  Minifters  ;  for, 
if  Minifters  wore  a-zculcd,  and  fomc  General,  or  any  other  Officer, 
was  to  blame  in .  the  conducl  of  the  war,  it  was  an  eafy  thing  for 
Minifters  to  fay  fo  ;  but  if,  with  brave  troops,  good  Generals, 
faithful  allies,  and  good  condu6t,  this  was  our  fituation,  there  re- 
mained, with  Kcfpedl  to  the  profecution  of  the  war,  nothing  but 
complete  defpair.  Having  faid  this,  he  came  to  take  notice  of  the 
fituation  of  our  troops  in  Holland.  Whetlicr  the  Dutch  entered 
into  negociation  witli  the  French  with  or  without  our  knowledge, 
was  a  matter  tlut  muft  be  explained  hereafter  ;  but  when  wc  knew 
that  fuch  was  tlic  cafe,  it  was  the  ddty  of  Minifters  to  take  care  that 
the  Britifti  troops  fliould  not  be  left  in  a  fituation  where  they  might 
be  facrificed  :  the  bcft  thing  that  could  be  done  in  that  cafe,  was  to 
give  the  army  as  good  winter  quarters  as  could  be  provided,  and  as 
fpeedily  as  poiTible  bring  it  back  to  England.  With  regard  to  the 
effcdl  of  the  propofcd  vote,  he  was  one  of  thofe  who  w  ere  willing 
to  affent  to  it  if  neceffary,  provided  that  could  be  done  without 
crippling  the  navy  ;  but  as  it  poflibly  might  have  that  efFeS,  the 
better  way  would  be  to  enquire  into  the  fa<5t ;  and  therefore  he  fliould 
lupport  the  motion  of  his  honourable.  Friend,  that  the  chairman 
ihould^  leave  the  chair,  report  prcgrefs,  and  a(k  leave  to  fit  again, 
Tlic  Mhiiftcr  was  fanguine  as  to  the  power  of  tliis  country  to  raifc 
money,  and,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  was  fo  alfo  ;  but  the  grcateft  diffi- 
culty ho  had  was  about  raifing  the  mcn^  and  he  was  well  afiuieti 
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rtat  the  great  bounty  whidi  was  given  to  volunteers  in  the  amy, 
had  a  bad  efFcft  on  the  fcrvice  of  the  navy.     And  he  was  forry  to 
be  compelled  to  fay^  that  on  comparing  the  preparations  for  this 
with  preparations  for  other  wars,  the  army  had  in  this  much  more 
than  its  due  proportion,  when  contrafted  with  the  navy,  and  there 
never  was  a  vrar  when  the  exertions  of  this  country  ihould  be  fo 
much  directed  to  the  navy  as  the  prefent ;  and  what  was  every  man 
to  cpnclude  from  the  vote  which  was  propofed  to-night,  but  that  we 
were  going  to  fend  thoufands  of  Britifti  troops  out  of  this  counttjr  to 
be  flaughtercd  in  Germany,  or  imprifoned  in  France  ?     Was  net 
that  true  ?     Had  not  that  been  the  cafe  in  this  camp^gn  ?     He 
had  no  intelligence  except  what  the  gazettes  afforded,    from  which 
he  found  the  lofs  of  the  Britiih  trpops  to  be  dreadful.     He  hoped 
that  no  more  of  them  vrere  to  go  to  the  continent,  for  of  the  two 
alternatives,  if  the  one  or  other  n^iift  be  adopted,  he  would  rather 
that  Englifli  money  (hould  be  fquandered,  than  that  Englifti  men 
fliould  be  flaughtered.     He  then  took  a  fhort  view  of  the  cbndudl 
of  adminiftration  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  main* 
taincd  diat  they  had  purfued  many  meafurcs  which  were  highly  in- 
jurious to  the  interefts  of  this  country,  and  omitted  many  by  which 
it  might  have  been  highly  benefited ;    and  after  all,  was  it  not 
more  than  a  Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons  ought  to  hear,  that  a  mighty 
anny  was  to  be  put  under  the  diredlion  of  men  whcf  had  gone  fo 
fer  towards  the  ruin  of  their  country,  and  who  would  not  give  as 
much  as  an  account  of  their  conduft  ?    What,  he  wo^ld  aflc  a^ain, 
did  the  Minifter  mean  by  an  afFefted  fneef,  that  it  was  the  fafliion 
to  call  this  a  difgraceful  war  ?     Would  he  attempt  to  deny  thkt 
affcrtion  ?     Would  he  fay  it  was  not  difaftrous,  calamitous,  and 
difgraceful  ?      Would  he  compare  it  with  any  other  in  which  this 
country  had  ever  been  engaged  ? '    Would  he  compare  the  events 
of  it  with  thofe  of  any  other  ?     Town  by  town  loft,  army  by  army 
defeated.     Here  Mr.  Fox  entered  into  an  enumeration  of  the  loffes 
of  Valenciennes,  Cond6,  and  the  various  other  places,  until  he 
came  to  the  fete  of  Holland,  in  all  which  he  faw  nothing  on  the 
part  of  our  adminiftration  but  arrogance  and  incapacity.     He  did 
not  wifti  to  fay  any  thing  of  himfelf,  but  he  had  no  doubt  that  if 
his  counfcl  had  been  followed,  even  a  long  time  after  the  war  had 
commenced,  we  might  ftill  have  faved  Holland.  Was  he  to  be  told 
it  was  the  fefliion  to  call  this  a  difgraceful  war  ?  it  was  the  faftiioh 
with  him  to  fay  what  he  knew,  and  it  oiight  to  be  the  fa(hion  with 
the  people  to  exprefs  what  they  felt.     With  regard  to  the  finances 
and  refources  of  this  country,  he  admitted  them  to  be  grpat,  but 
he  dcfircd  k  to  be  remembered  alfo,  that  the  debt  which  we  already 
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owje  ^$  extremely  great,  and  if  we  proceeded  much  farther  in  this 
.  ruinous  war,  it  might  come  to  be  a  queftion,  what  were  the  re- 
sources by  which  we  might  pay  off  the  intereft  of  our  debt  and 
.  fupport  the  Government/   This  war  had  deeply  affe6ted,  even  our 
,  refourccs  already.  •    It  bad  affedted  our  manufaftures  in  a  very  con- 
^  fiderable  degree  ;  if  the   Minifter  doubted  it,  a  gentleman  (Mr. 
.  Windham)  would  give  him  fome  information  from  his  conftituents, 
upon  that  fubjedl ;  but  if  that  was  the  cafe  with  regard  to  our  owa 
manufadures,  before  we  loft  Holland  as  an  ally  and  a  cuftomer, 
what  was  to  be  the  cafe  now,  tloat  Holland  had  got  in  the  hands  of 
the  French  ?     Hc:  had  heard  it  foid  that  the  credit  of  the  two 
countries  was  infeparably  blended,  that  in  particular  the  bank  of 
England  and  the  bank  of  Amfterdam,  were,  in  point  of  concern 
to  us,  one  and  the  fame. thing  ;  this  was  the  language  held  out  in 
..order  to  get  us  into  this  war ;  he  admitted  it  was  not  ufed  by  the 
,  Minifters,  but- they  all  fuffered  it  to  have  its  weight  at  the  time  it 
was  uttered;  they  faid  nothing .  to  fliew  the  fallacy  of  it.     If,  on 
the  other  hand,  there  be  no  fallacy  in  it,  what  was  tlie  fituation  of 
Amfterdam',  and  confequently  the  fituation  of  this  country,  at  this 
very  moment  ?     He  was  fure  he  did  i>ot  know  ;  and  he  was  afraid 
the  Minifter  did  not-  know.     He  was  afraid,  too,  that  the  Dutch 
,  would  be  oJf  opinion,  that,  our  exceffive  fricpdfhip,  our  great  good- 
^  will,  had  been  the  caufe  of  their  ruin.     Indeed  there  was  too  much 
reafon  to  fufped  that  this  wa&  true,,  with  regard  to  ^e  Dutch;  but, 
as  to  ourfelves,  we  \yere  in  a  fimilar  fituation-r-we  were  the  only 
]  power  in   Europe  who  refufcd  to  acknowledge  the  prefent  Govern- 
.  ment  of  France  ;  all  the  other  had  virtually  done  fo.     We  were 
.  now  about  to  perfuadc  the  Emperor,  by  means  of  fix  millions  of 
money>  to  pretend  to  change  his  opinion  upon  that  fubjed,-  after 
we  had  tried  all  other  in  vain  upon  the  fame  occafion.      Good  God! 
that  a  Minifter  who  had  brought  us  into  this  calamitous  and  dif- 
graceful  fituation   fhould  come  to  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  and 
exped  confidence  as  to  his  future  operations  !  Still  more  deplorable 
it  was  that  there  fhould  be  a  Houfe  of  Commons  wjio  would  bear 
fuch  a  propofition  ;  in  this  there  appeared  to  him  to  be  fpmething 
fadly  inaufpicious  and  alarmingly  ominous.     The  Dut)'^  of  the  Mi' 
nlfter  was  to  come  to  that  Houfe,  and  to  exprefs  himf^lf  only  in 
tones  of  forrow  and  contrition  ;  and  the  duty  of  the  Houfc,  in  his 
opinion,  after  what  they  heard  from  the  Minifter,  was  to  exprels 
tl^ir  indignation  at  his  arrogance.     He  concluded  with  obferving, 
that  he  ftiould  not  have  entered  fo  much  into  the  various  points  he 
.had  infifted  on  .to-night,  if  die  Minifter  had  not,  by  his  manner  of 
treating  this  queftion,  treated  that  Houfe  and  the  people  of  tbi« 
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country  with  fo  great  contempt ;  for  what  was  It  but  contempt  to. 
treat  with  feverity,  complaints  againft  a  war  which  was  the  moft 
eaiMiitous  in  which  this  country  was  ever  engaged  r 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  manner  in  wduch.  Mr.: 
Fox  had  treated  the  obfervations  which  had  fallen  from  him  muft 
have  ftruck  every  gentleman  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  they  muft 
have  anticipated  the  reflexions  which  he  was  about  to  offer  to  the 
confideration  of  the  houfe.  So  grofs  and  evident  a  perverfion  of^ 
every  thing  he  had  advanced,  it  was  his  firm  perfqafion  that  no  one 
had  ever  uttered.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  begun  with 
faying  that  confidence  had  been  called  for  by  him  (Mr,  Pitt)  in  ad- 
miniftration,  and  had  inquired,  with  an  air  of  infulting  triumph, 
^hat  ground  of  confidence  could  be  ftated  by  his  Majefty's  minifters 
^f  fiiilicient  force,  after  what  he  termed  the  difgraces  and  difafters 
which  the  country  had  fuffcred  under  their  adminiflration,  to  in- 
dwQQ  the  public  to  put  that  truft  in  them  which  they  demanded  ? 
The  fa6i  was,  however,  that  not  one  fyilable  had  been  advanced  on 
Jhe  fubjeft'  of  fuch  confidence  :  how  far  there  were*  grounds  for  a 
juft  and  conftitutional  confidence  in  minifters,  was  a  queftion  of  9 
different  nature,  and  which  he  was  ready  to  argue,  whenever  any 
occafion  ihould  call  for  it.  The  confidence  which  he  has  men- 
tioned was  of  a  different  kind  from  that  to  which  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  alluded;  it  was  a  confidence  which  he  fhpuld 
be  afhamed  not  to  feel,  whatever  might  be  the  arduous  fituation  in 
which  he  himfdf  might  be  placed  ;  however  difaftrous  the  ftate  of 
the  nation  might  appear ;  it  was  a  confidence  in  the  refources  of 
the  country  itfelf,  a  confidence  in  the  pcrfeverance  and  fpirit  of  its 
inhabitants.  What  fhame,  faid  he,  can  poffibly  attach  to  any 
man  for  expreffmg  a  proper  and  firm  reliance  on  the  fpirit  and  pcr- 
feverance of  the  people,  and  their  attachment  to  their  conftitution  f 
Gentlemen  were  not,  as  had  been  affbrtcd,  called  on  by  him  to  rely 
.on  the  merits  of  adminiftration,  but  on  the  refources  and  credit  of 
the  countr}'',  the  zeal  and  vigour  of  the  people,  Although  the  con- 
teft  in  which  we  were  engaged  was  truly  faijd  to  be  the  moft  important 
and  extcnfive  of  any  in  which  we  had  ever  been  engaged;  yet  it 
was  equally  true>  that  the  refources  of  this  country,  to  enable  it  to 
fupport  that  conteft,  J^ere  at  feaft  increafcd  in  %n  ^<^al  ,pw>portk>p. 
Was  there  then  any  thing  arrogant  or  prefumptuoug  ip  exprefling 
confidence  in  thofe  refources,  or  reliance  on  the  people,  that  they" 
would  ftill  continue  to  make  exertions  proportionate  to  the  means 
they  poffefled  ?  The  mifreprefentation  of  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man  could  only  be  confidered  as  an  attempt  to  deceive  and  delude  the 
peoDle,  and  not  a  fair  appeal  to  tho.  manly  feelings  of  a  great  an4 ' 
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generous  nation.  It  was  an  attempt,  unworthy  of  the  righthonouiaWo 
gentkman,  to  fetter  the  country  in  their  exertions  againft  their  ene- 
mies, at  the  fame  moment  that  he  (Mr.  Fox)  had  plec^ed  himfelf 
iblemnty  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  greateft  exertions  were  neceflaiy 
for  carrying  on  the  conteft.     The  next  point  in  which  that  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  mifreprefented  him  was  with  refpeft  to  the 
levity  which  had  been  afcribed  to  him  when  fpeaking  of  the  misfor- 
iCunes  which  the  country  had  endured  fince  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  and  in  the  laft  campaign.  The  tone  of  exultation  which  that 
fight  honourable  gentleman  had  ufed  when  fpeaking  with  an  cfFeflcd 
concern  for  thofe  misfortunes,  he  thought  much  more  likely  to  give 
offence.    What  levity,  however,  was  there  ufed  ?     He  did  not  deny 
that  events,  which  he  lamented  as  much  as  any  one,^  liad  occurred ; 
nor  did  he  attempt  to  under-rate  the    misfortunes  which  had  un- 
doubtedly happened  during  the  war.     He  certainly  felt  the  difa(ters 
of  the  war,  firft,  as  effeding  other  powers,  then  affeAing  us  by  our 
general  fituation  with  refpecl  to  Europe,  and  tiiofe  with  whom  we 
are  more  efpecially  connected ;  but  more  particularly  as  affeding 
6ur   own  immediate  profperity,  and    impeding  the  profped  of  oui 
own  tranquillity  ;  but  notwithfranding  all  this,  he  fhould  ftiU  ftate, 
what  no  clameur,  however  loud,  however  boifterous,  could  prevent 
him  froir.  ftating,  that  while  he  faw  refources,  fuch  as  thefe.  were, 
•in  the  country,  it  would  ftill  be  wife  and  prudent  to  carry  on  the 
war,  in  fpite  of  the  diftrefs  and  misfortune  which  had  attended  it. 
He  hoped  he  knew  how  to  feel  the  mifcries  and  calamities  we  had 
Cfndured  ;  that  hq  knew  how  to  feel  alarm,  unaccompanied  with 
defpair  ;  and  to  exprefs  the  language  of  firm  and  unabated  refolu- 
tion,  in  the  midft  of  a  trying  and  difficult  fituation.     With  refpcS 
to  his  ufe  qf  the  term  fafhiotiy  he  had  been  much  mifreprefented. 
He  did  not  mean  to  deny,  by  that  mode  of  fpeaking,  the  difaS^rs 
which  had  taken  place  on  the  continent,  but  to  (how  that  gentle- 
men had  been  too  eager  to  magnify  thofe  difaft^rs,  and  to  foretcl 
the  confequences  that  might  enfue.     He  wifhed  them  to  recollcft 
that  many  powers  engaged  in  this  war  had  been  reduced  in  former 
%imes  to  die  greateft  ftr^its  and  extremities  ;  but  had  gained  great  and 
immediate  applaufe  for  their  magnanimity  in  ftruggHng  with  their 
diffictiltitts ;  and  the  fubfequent  approbation  of  wife  and  prudent 
*  men,  who  fiw  them  ultimately  fuqceed  by  their  magnanimity.' 
What  he  wKhed  to  reprobate  was  the  fafliion  of  indifcriminatdy 
fpleaking  of  every  part  of  the  war  as  uniformly  difaftrous,  and,  to- 
night as  being  uniformly  difgraceful.  The  right  honourable  pntlcroan, 
he  faid,  had  affumed  this  difgrace,  but  knew  not  where  it  ou^t  ta 
^all ;  firft  be  fij^ed  it  on  miuifters,  and  thpn,  which  d^  not  aj)p«f 
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ronarkaUy  candid  or  generous  in  himy  he  wi(hed  them  to  give  a 
fliarc  of  it  to  the  generals  and  officers  who  had  had  the  condud:  of 
the  war.     It  was  not  juft,  either  in  the  firft  inftance,  to  take  it  for 
granted  minifters  were  guilty^  nor  afterwards  to  defire  them  to  Ihift 
off  the  Uame  from  themfelves.     He,  however,  was  very  happy  in 
fiatii:^,  that  not  only  this  had  not  been  a  difgraceful  war,  but  that 
the  reputation  of  the  country  never  ftood  higher  ;  for,  both  in  fuc- 
ccfs  and  adverfity,  its  armies  had  (hown  the  moft  unexampled  cou^ 
rage  and  fortitude  ;  and  that  in  every  refpeft,  as  far  as  concerned 
our  military  operations,  this  would  be  found  to  be  one  of  the  moft 
honourable  and  brilliant  periods  in  the  hiftory  of  the  nation.  What- 
ever mi^t  have  been  the  preffijre  as  to  immediate  apprehenfion,  yet 
experience  would  prove,  that  die  balance  was  in  our  favour.     He 
dcfired  the  Houfe  to  look  at  our  fucceffes  by  fea  and  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  to  examine  the  effeft  which  thefe  advantages  had  had  on  our 
internal  fituation.     Afk  any  man,  he  proceeded,  who  dwells  with 
real,  but  without  a  concealed  joy,  on  the  misfortunes  we  have  fuf- 
fcred,  whether  it  has  not  been  the  fiifhion  uniformly  to  apply  the 
term  difafter  to  every  action  during  the  war  ?     One  remark  he 
Aould  make  on  this  topic,  that  if  the  whole  were  true,  yet  it  would 
form  no  argument  on  the  prefent  occafion  ;  it  might,   perhaps,  be 
K^jular  to  introduce  it,  becaufe  there  was  fcarcely.  any  occafion  in 
whidiinvedtive  againft  adminiftration  might  not  be  eafily  introduc- 
ed in  fome  fhape  or  other.    If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  were 
fcrbqs  in  fuppoiing,  that  in  every  inftance  mifcondudt  was  mani- 
feft ;  that  there  had  been  no  event,  which  had  not  been  difaftrous^ 
and  difgraceful  to  this  country ;  tliat  all  our  opcraticMis  we^e  the 
firmts  of  folly  and  ignorance  ;  and  that  all  thefe  charges  were  tq 
be  laid  to  the  account  of  government — he  ought,  at  Icaft,  to  deal 
fciriy. '   Could  he  believe  that  the  confequence  60m  his  premifes 
was,  that  we  were  to  have  no  army  r  Or,  were  yre  to  abandon  the 
var,  becaufe  Holland  was  loft  ?  or,  becaufe  thwarted  in  fome  of 
our  objefts,  were  we  to  omit  the  beft  means  of  defence,  ra.  the 
ineais  of  offence  ? 

If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  believed  all  he  had  advanced,  the 
only  way  to  remedy  it  would  be  by  petitioning  his  Majefty  to  dff- 
iniisbis  minifters ;  why  did  not  the  right  honourable  gentleman  affert 
this  openly  ?  He,  pf  all  men  in  the  country,  had  the  leaft  nee4 
of  any  delicacy  pn  the  fubjedi.  If  he  could  prove  that  his  Majefty'jj 
ininifters  were  inc2^ab)<$  of  conducing  thofc  af&irs  with  which  they 
were  charged,  there  eould  be  no  doubt  but  fuccefs  would  follow  the 
endeavour  to  procure  their  difmiffion;  but  this  would  not  carry 
with  it  th^  cqifequ^nc^,    hat  h^  (Mr,  Fox)  cpia4  bl  i»tToduc«d 
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^imfdf  into  his  Majefty'i;  council":  for  rf  he  did  not  convince  tfa 
Gountiy  that  the  war  was  inconfiftent  with  their  intereft,  and  -woul 
be  ruinous  to  the  intereft  and  happinefs  of  the  people  ;  if  he  dl 
not  fatisfy  them  that  it  would  be  more  proper  for  them  to  make  | 
peace  with  the  exifting  government  of  France,  though  he  migh 
facceed  in  the  removal,  yet  he  himfelf  would  not  have  the  condu^ 
cf  aSairs.  As  to  the  points  of  mifcondudl:,  the  firft  alluded  to 
die  expedition  of  Sir  John  Jervis  to  the  Weft  ludies.  It  had  bei 
averted  on  the  other  fide,  that  the  number  of  men  was  not  fuffi* 
cient ;  tliat,  at  firft,  1 0,000  were  promifcd,  but  that  a  great  num* 
bcr  had  been  ftolen  by  government.  It  was  highly  abfurd  to  u1 
fach  language  ;  forno  man  could  conceive,  that  where  circumftancei 
called  for  an  employment  of  forces  different  to  their  original  defti- 
nation,  that  government  had  not  the  right  of  altering  their  firft  de^ 
termination.  The  force,  however,  had  been  decided  by  the  event 
to  be  fufikicnt,  as  all  the  fervice  had  been  done  which  at  any  time 
tiras  in  the  contemplation  of  Government.  He  was  as  ready  as  any 
nian  to  allow  that  an  increafe  of  merit  fliould  be  attributed  to  the 
.commanders  ;  but  this  muft  be  faid,  that  great  exertions  had  been 
made  to  fupply  that  army,  which  had  been  retarded  by  unfortunate 
circumftances,  which,  however,  were  as  much  to  be  imputed  to 
Minifters,  as  the  froft  which  had  opened  the  paffage  to  Holland. 
With  refpe6l  to  the  dilemma,  which  the  right  honourable  gentlen^an 
had  attempted  to  drag  Minifters  into  refpeding  the  conduct  of  the 
war.  It  was  certainly  very  ingenious.  When,  however,  he  put  the  cafes 
of  the  good  or  bad  condudt  of  our  allies  or  our  officers,  he  fliouH 
have  been  aware,  that  it  is  not  fair  to  ftate  extreme  cafes  ;  for  was 
there  nothing  intermediate  between  the  complete  and  precife  fidelity 
and  good  condud  of  our  allies,  and  a  total  and  full  defertion  of  cvcFf 
principle  of  faith  and  honour  r  And  was  there  no  medium  between 
the  extreme  of 'difafter  and  misfortune,  and  that  of  complete  fuc- 
cefs ?  Notwithftanding  many  adverfe  accidents  had  brought  ona 
fcries  of  calamities,  yet  they  did  not  deftroy  all  hopes  of  fuccefs,  et 
at  leaft  of  making  a  ftand  againft  thofe  calamities.  Would  an/ 
<>ne  fay  that  it  was  not  better  to  refift  and  dppofe  them,  than  tamely 
to  fubmit,  without  making  any  ftand  at  all  ?  It  muft  be  admitted, 
he  faid,  that  fome  of  our  allies  had  not  aded  p^rfeflly.aft  wc-.had  a 
right  to  expe6t ;  ah.d  one,""  he  vas  forry  tb  fay^  wh6fe  fell  we  bad  to 
deplore,  perhaps  came  under  that'defcripUoa;  but  he,(h6uW  fcsrbcar 
to  fay  any  thing  with  refpe(ft  to  tbatvpowcf i'  bcoaufe  all  we  no^ 
pould  do  for  it  was  to  lament  its  calamities.  But  would  any  one 
fay  we  had  not  fet  them  a  great  example  of  vigour  in  our  operationSj 
and  of  a  fte^dy  performance  of  pur  engagements?  and  though  i? 
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muft  be  faid  with  regret,  that  we  had  not  been  completely  fuccefe- 
ful,  yet  we  had  tl>c  fatisfaftion  of  ufing  every  effort  to  avoid  thai^ 
deftruftlon,  which  otherwife  muft  have  been  accelerated  by  two 
years. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  had,  with  great  inconfiftcncy,  im- 
puted to  Adminiftration,  firft,  that  they  had  not  recalled  their  ar- 
mies home  the  minute  Holland  iliould  (hew  a  difpofition  to  make 
peace.   Did  the  right  honourable  gentleman  mean  this  as  a  ffx^cimcn 
of  the  manner  in  which  he  would  treat  an  ally  ?     Would  he  leave 
them  dcfencelefs  to  negociate  with  a  viftorious  enemy  r    Would  he 
have  advifed  us  to  withdraw,  while  the  frontier  was  defcnfible,  and 
when  there  was  every  reafon  to  believe,  that  if  thcleafon  (hould  be 
as  they  ufually  are  in  that  country,  .they  would  have  gained  their 
object,  in  keeping  the  enemy  from  the  accompli fliment  of  their  de-* 
figns  on  Holland  ?     The  hand  of  God  had  rendered  the  Tearon 
unufually  fevere,  and  had  thereby  thwarted  their  defigns,  and  given 
the  opj)ortunity  to  the  enemy  of  completing  their  purpofes*.     The 
valour  and  fortitude  of  our  troops  had  enat)lcd  Miniftcrs  to  follow 
that  line  of  condud  which  was  proper  ;  they  had  done  every  thing 
to  fave  Holland,  and  the  lofs  of  it  could  not  be  imputed  to  them  as 
a  crime ;  fince  all  their  efforts  would  have  been  effcdual.  If  the 
feafonhad  not  been  unufually  rigorous.     To  have  abandoned  Hol- 
land, therefore,  at  the  time   recommended  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  would  have  been  diflionourable  and  impolitic.      He  Ind 
been  induced  to  make  thefe  obfcrvations,  becaufc  he  could  not  fuffer 
the  mifreprefentations  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  pafs  un- 
.  lioticed  ;  though  he -could  not  fee  that  the  qucftion  before  the  Houfe 
at  all  involved  in  it  the  queftion  of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  Ad- 
miniftration. 

Mr.  FOX  fcid,  that  it  was  neceflary  for  him,  after  what  thejr 
had  juft  heard,  to  enter  into  fome  explanation  of  what  he  had  for- 
merly fpoken,  at  leaft  upon  one  or  two  points.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  complained  much  of  having  been  mifreprefented.  Whe- 
ther there  was  moft  mifreprefentation  in  what  he  had  faid,  or  in  what 
fell  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  would  leave  entirely 
to  the  Houfe,  who  had  fo  many  opportunities  of  knowing  how  much 
he  was  inclined  to  mifrcprefent.  obje(9:s  of  difcuflion  there  or  other- 
wife. Nothing  could  certainly  be  a  greater  perverfion  of  meaning, 
than  the  manner  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  ex- 
plained the  ufe  he  had  made  of  the  terms  calamitous,  difaftrous,  and 
diigraccful,  as  applied  to  the  war  :  as  to  the  two  firft,  he  believed 
tlicre  was  nobody  in  or  out  of  that  Houfe  could  deny  that  they  were 
applicable  to  the  whole  of  the  war,  from  its   firft  be^umiiig  and 
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continuance,  down  to  the  moft  unfortunate  fituation  In  which 
country  was  now  placed  ;  and  as  to  the  word  dijgracey  he  had 
hefitation  in  declaring  that  he  meant  to  apply  it  folely  to  the  com 
of  Admlniftration,  and  not  for  a  moment  let  it  be  fuppofed,    as 
right  honourable  gentlemanhad  infmuatcd,  that  he  had  the  moft  di 
idea  of  attaching  it  to  the  merits,  the  characSlers,  or  the  conduct 
either  the   Generals,  the  OfPcers,  or  the  men,   who  had   been 
dreadfully  employed  in  thofe  fcenes  of  difappointment,  difafter, 
calamity,  which,  notwithftanding  their  greateft  and  beft  ^xerd< 
had  uniformly  followed  the  execution  of  every  one  of  the  miferal 
plans  which  Admlniftration  had  adopted  for  the  profccution  of 
favourite,  though  ruinous,  war.     As  to  the  merits  of  the  Ofii< 
and  men,  it  had  often  been  his  happinefs  to  have  the  honour  of  pay- 
ing the  tributes  of  praife  and  admiration  fo  juftly  due  to  their  va-< 
lour,  gallantry,  and  exertions  ;  and  though  it  might  be  thought  in 
fome  degree  pride  and  vanity  in  him  to  fay  it,  there  certainly  was; 
one  reafon,  which,  independent  of  all  others,  muft  induce  him  to. 
be  partial  to  tlieir  conducl ;  he  was  nearly  related  to  many  who  had 
been  the  moft  adiive  and  placed  in  the  moft  arduous  fituations  in  this 
war,  and  with  others  he  was  fo  much  connefted  by  the  ties  of  friend- 
(hip  and  good  wifties,  that  he  certainly  would  derive  no  honour  or 
fatisfadtion  by  publiftiing  their  difgrace,  even   if  any,  which  he 
would  not  allow  to  be  the  cafe,   had  fallen  to  their  ihare.     It  was 
to  R^inifters  only,  therefore,  that  he  attached  thofe  fevere  tut  juftly- 
carned  epithets  ;  they  had  fully  (hewn  their  imbecility,  by  plunging 
the  country  into  the  war,  and  their  incapacity  ever  fince  to  conduft 
it — a  war  which  was,  as  far  as  the  events   had  fhewn,  on  their 
part,  to  be  called  the  moft  calamitous,  difaftrous,  and  difgracefiil, 
that  this  country  had  ever  feen.      As  to  the  honourable  gentleman's 
obfervations  about  the  countr}'^  not  being  at  its  laft  ftake  as  to  refources, 
he  would  only  fay,  that  whatever  the  country  might  now  be  difpofed 
to  feel  on  that  head,  it  was  plain  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, from  his  words  and  condudl,  was  near  being  at  an  end,  if  not 
at  the  laft  ftake,  of  his  refources.     The  right  honourable  gendcman 
called  upon  him  to  move  an   addrefs  to  His  Majefty  to  difmifshis 
Minifters  ;  but  that  motion,  from  whatever  quarter  it  might  properiy 
come,  depended  moi*j  on  time,  and  on  circumftances,  than  on  the 
haughty  fuggcftions  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  Whether  there 
would  be  policy  in  bringing  forward  fuch  a  motion  at  this  time,  he 
'  was  not  to  argue,  but  at  this  jundturc  it  became  his  duty,   and  that 
of  the  Houfe,  to  call  upon  Minifters  for  an   explanation-  of  their 
conduft,  before  they  voted  fix  millions  more  oi  their  conftituents* 
money  into  hands  that  had  proved  themfclves  fo  miferably  and  com- 
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pletely  inadequate  to  the  condudJ  of  the  war,  and  fo  utterly  unfit  in 
cvciy  refpeft  for  the  truft  and  confidence  fo  repeatedly  a{ked  by  and 
rcpofed  in  them.     As  a  Member  of  Parliament,  he  had  a  right  tg' 
fix  blame  upon  Minifters,  and  to  call  upon  them  it  leaft  for  explana- 
tion. One  thing,  indeed,  he  was  glad  to  hear  from  die  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  and  that  was,  that  when  that  Houfe  (hould  think  fit 
to  addrefs  the  King  todifmifs  hisprefent  Miniftersj  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  would  be  ready  to  comply  with  their  wifhcs.     His 
happmefs  at  fuch  a  removal  he  might  fairly  ftatc,  without  the  leaft 
idea  of  being  fufpedted  that  he  wiflied  to  become  his  fucceflbr,  in  • 
fuch  a  fituation  as  his  mifcondud  had  placed  the  country.     Every 
one  who  knew  him,  muft  be  convinced  that  he  had  no  violent  and 
eager  defire  of  office  ;  but  they  muft  think  him  growing  old,  even 
to  dotage,  who  could  poffibly  attribute  to  him  the  ambition  of  car- 
rying on  the  war,  upon  the  principles  adopted  by  the  prcfent  Admi- 
niftration  ;  or  who  would  imagine  that  he  was  eaten  up  with  fo  d^i 
bolical  a  fpecies,  as  to  envy  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  his 
fituation.     Wfc  were  now  reduced  to  the  abfurd  fituation  of  appear- 
ing to  all  Europe  to  be  the  only  power  which  refiifed  to  attempt  a 
negociation  viatli  the  Government,  of  France  ;  every  other  Powet 
had  virtually  recognized  the  Republic.     He  had  not  tfa-it   vitiated 
tafte  for  ambition  to  wifli  to  proceed  on  the  fijundation  of  the  prefent 
Mlniftry  ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  he  would  not   fay,  that  if  the 
Public  thought  that  no  one  was  more  able  or  fitter  to  undertake  the 
condud  of  affairs,  or  if  abler  men  fliould  rtfufe^  that  he  would  not 
undertake  it,  even  in  the  prefent  fituatiorl  of  affairs  ;  he  ihould  think 
it  his  duty,  and  ftiould  not  hefitatc  to. fay,  that  he  imagined  that, 
from  fome  experience,  he  might  undertake  to  conduft  the  affairs 
with  fomewhat  more  of  propriety  than  the  prefent  Adminiftration. 
But  till  the  Public  thought  with  him,  he  cduld  not  be  a  ufcful  fer- 
vant,  nor  a<S^  in  a  manner  agreeable  or  honourable  to  himfclf.     He 
Could  not  decide  hpw  far  a  point  of  honour  might  lead  Minifters  to 
keep  the  troops  In  Holland ;  but  he  could  fay  nothing  on  this  fub- 
jcft,  till  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  how  far  g(X)d  faith 
had  been  kept  with  thaX  Republic.     He  did  not  think  much  ftrefe 
could  be  laid  on  the  argument  on  the  froft,  as  he  did  not  believe  the 
cafe  of  the  unufual  fevcrity  could  be  made  out  to  the  extent  to  which 
it  had  been  with  fo  much  confidence  ftatcd.     The  exultation  which 
had  been  attributed  to  him  on  our  misfortunes,  was  a  fubjeft  fo  ftale 
that  it  fcarcely  defervcd  notice.     He  had  not  exaggerated  our  cala- 
mides ;  he  had  exprefled  himfelf  ftrongly,  beeaufe  he  felt  ftrongly ; 
and  it  would  not  be  juft  or  honourable  in  a  Statefman,  if  he  did  not 
endeavour  to  reprefent  to  the  people  their  aijlual  fituation.     In  th 
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American  war,  the  fame  charge  had  been  brought  againft  him  ;  it 
was  then  faid,  as  now,  that  he  muft  exult  in  our  misfortunes,  be- 
caufe  he  had  predided  them.     This  was^not  fair  ;  how  were  men 
to  ufc  their  wifdom,  or  to  apply  their  prudence,  if  not  in  pointing 
out  what  are  likely  to  be  the  confequences  of  the  adiions  of  men  en- 
trufted  with  the  guidance  of  State  affairs  ?  He  did  not  wi(h  to  loweif 
the  fpirit  of  the  people,  or  to  make  them  defpond  ;  but  he  woul4 
warn  them  to  look  at  their  fituation,  arid  examine  if  there  w^re  not 
ibme  mode  of  carrying  on  the  war  with  fafety  to  the  nation ;  or  if 
propofals  could  not  be  made,  which  might  prpduce  the  bleflSngsof 
peace,  and  which,  if  attempted,  might  alfo  point  out  die  mode  of 
parrying  op  the  war  with  fjccefs,  if  it  were  neceffary.     He  had  al- 
ways been  averfc  tp  thofe  Minifters  who  had  increafcd  the  load  of 
pur  national  debt,  and  the  burdens  of  the"  taxes ;  he  was  not  forry 
jh[at  he  had  oppofed  Adminiftration,  both  in  the  American  and  pre- 
fent  war  ;  for  this  he  had  the  confolation  of  having  done  his  duty 
^ccordijig  to  his  owaconfcience ;  and  for  all  other  fort  of  aj^roba- 
tipn,   he  left  it  to  the  country  tp  do  him  whatp\'cr  juflicc  he  was 
jthought  to  merit.     He  believed  that  Holland  might  have  been  -witli 
f  a(e  preferved,  if  we  had  fhewn  a  difppfition  to  n^oeiate  at  the  be- 
'  ginning  of  the  war.,    Though  he  was  not  one  of  thofe  vifionaricfi 
-who  believed  it  poffiblc  toeftablifti  peace,  and  though  he  had  pre- 
jppflefiions  in  favour .  of  continental  connections,  yet  he  thought  it 
.was  an  honour  to  h?ve  been  in  the  minority  on  the  qucftion  of  war, 
not  only  on  this  bu|i  many;  other  occafions.     He  aflced  which  were 
^he  beft  friends  to  the  country,  thofe  who  attempted  to  conceal  from 
the  people  the  dangers   to  which  they  were  expofcd,  or  thofe  who 
ftated  fully  thofe  dangers,  without  inculcating  defpondence  ?  With 
lefjxid  to  the  queftion  before  the  Houfe,  it  was  true  that  he  was 
pledged  $0  thcnji  toYupport  an  armament,  but  not  the  diftribution  of 
.^t ;  he  was  only  pledged  to  the  fupport  of  the  increafc  of  the  navy, 
eiven  if  it  were  neccflary  that  the  array  fhould  be  diminished. 

Mr.  MAURICE  ROBINSON  fupported  the  obfervations  of 
Mr.  Hufley,  and  with  i;cgard  tp  the  loan  to  the  Emperor,  he  advifec} 
^c  Miniftcr,  as  a  friend,  not  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  it. 

Mr;  Huffey's  motion  was  then  put^  and  negatived  without  a  di- 
yifion. 

Mr.  FOX  wiflied  to  be  informed  by  Minifters,  whether  his  in* 
formation  was  corred,  which  led  him  to  believe  that  great  inattendon 
and  negled  had  prevailed  in  our  hofpitals  ;  if  this  was  fo^  it  ^asa 
ver}'^  ferious  grievance,  and  demanded  immediate  coiifideration.  He 
might,  perhaps,  be  anfwpred  on  this  point,  that  they  were  andcr 
better  management  than  .thofe  oi  our  ^Uies  ;  but  what  he  wanted 
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to  know  was,  whether  they  were  in  the  ftate  which  they  ought  td 
be? 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  candidly  acknowledged  that  H* 
information  led  him  to  think,  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman> 
that  Aferc  had  been  initterltioh  and  much  confequent  diftrefs  in  th« 
cafe  of  the  fick  and  wounded  ;  but  there  being  lb  many  different 
fcaufcs  to  which  this  might  be  afcribed,  he  could  not  ix)fitivcly  lay 
Ac  blame  to  any  particular  dijpartmerit.  From  what  he  had  feeil 
tad  known  on  tfiis  fubjed,  it  was  his  earrieft  wiih  that  every  invef- 
tigation  might  take  place,  which  could  tend  to  obviate  thofe  gmundi 
of  complaint  which  had  hitherto  prevailed,'  afid  regulate  the  ma-r 
hagement  of  the  hofpitai^  properly  in  future. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  feted  that  a  very  large  fum  had  beeri  expended 
for  wine  arid  other  medicines  for  the  ufe  of  the  army.  If  that  wa4 
hot  explained  to  his  fatisfadion,  he  would,  on  fome  future  day, 
trtove  for  an  inquiry  into  the  matter^  fuch  as  had  taken  place  in 
1761. 

Mn  Secretaty  WINDHAM  replied,  and  affured  the  honourabW 
gentleman  that  it  was  his  wifli  to  give  the  fulleft  information  he  could 
obtain  relative  to  that  fubjed. 

General  FlTZPATRICK  dfked' whether  any  eftimate  of  the 
fcmigrant  corps  were  to  be  given  in  ? , 

Mr;  WINDHAM  faid,  Certainly. 

The  original  motion  was  then  put  and  carried  ;  the  remainder 
of  the  refolutions  were  then  fevefally  voted,  and  the  Houfe  being 
tcfumed,  ordered  to  be  reported  to-mOrroW; 

Thurfdayi    !l2d  Januaryi 

Mr.  WIGLEY  moved,  "  That  as  Mti  Alderman  Curtis  was 
obferved  in  his  pl^e,  the  order  of  the  day  for  his,  attendance  to- 
inonow,  be  difcharged." 

Mt.  SHERIDAN  obferved,  he  was  glad  to  fee  the  Members 
for  the  city  of  London  attending  their  duty  in  the  Houfe  at  fo  early 
^  hour ;  but  it  was  a  little  aukward  to  fee  the  motion  for  excufing 
one  abfentee  fecorided  by  another,  for  the  gentlemen  of  the  city  of 
tondon  were  abfent  when  the  Houfe  was  called  over  ;  he  did  not 
ii^can  to  blame  them  for  it,  for  he  believed  they  were  attending 
their  duty  in  the  city  at  the  time)  itor  did  he  mean  to  fay  any  thing 
againft  their  having  leave  of  abfence  from  the  Houfe  to-moi^rcw.; 
for  he  underftood  they  would  have  important  b^finefs  on  their  hands 
to-mortow  in  the  city,  and  he  hoped  they  w<?uld  employ  their  abt-  ' 
Ktics  in  convincing  their  conftituents  of  the  neceflity  of  their  exerl* 
^  themfelves  to  put  an  end  to  this  calamitous  war. 

G  g  a  n        ^ 
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The  que(tion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

The  fame  motion  was  made  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Aldernjan  Ander<* 
fon,  Sir  James  Sanderfon,  Mr.  Alderman  Le  Mefurier,  Sir  Wat-p 
kin  Lewes,  and  Mr.  Alderman  Newftham,  as  alfo  for  Lord  Hinch* 
inbipke.  Sir  Benjamin  Hammet,  and  Mf«  Pelham>  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  CUR  WEN  picfcnted  a  petition  on  bd»lf  of  the  Freemea 
of  Ac  cky  vf  Carlkfle  j  fetting  forth.  That  the  petitioners,  deeply 
afFeded  with  the  calamities  of  the  difadrous  war  in  which  this  na- 
tion is  at  prefcnt  engaged,  without  hope  that  any  of  the  avowed  pur« 
pofes  for  which  it  i%  carried  on  can  ever  be  accomplifhed,  and  alarni-* 
cd  at  the  imlnenfe  expenditure  of  public  money,  which  muft  ulti- 
mately render  good  or  ill  fuccefs  in  the  farther  profecution  of  it 
equally  ruinous,  do  mod  earneftly  entreat  the  Houfe  to  adopt  fuch 
meafures  as  n^ay  bring  it  to  a  fpecdy  period,  and  reftore  the  bleflings 
of  peace— blcflings  at  all  times  delirable,  but,  in  theprefent  cir- 
cumdances,  eifentially  neceffary  to  the  public  feeurity  and  happi^ 
nefs.  .  V 

Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  tabte. 

Lord  MORPETH  faid,  he  held  in  his  hand^  what  he  feared  the 
f  ules  of  the  Houfe  would  not  permit  to  be  laid  on  the  table  ;  it  was 
not,  properly  fpeaking,  a  petition,  although  it  partook  of  the  na.- 
ture  of  one,  for  it  exprcfled  the  fentimcnts  of  fourteen  hundred  per- 
fons,  inhabitants  of  Carlifle ;  it  protefted  againft,  and  expreffcd 
fentimcnts  oppglite  to  thofe  which  were  contained  in  the  petitiou 
now  propofed  to  be  laid  upon  the  table.  He  (hould  how  read  it  to 
the  Houfe : 

PROTEST  /  thi  Inhabitants  of  the   City  and  Neighbourhood  of 

Carlisle. 

♦'  WHEREAS  certatB  Freemen  of  the  city  of  Carliflc  hare  refohed 
to  petition  Parliament  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  as  may  bring  the  war  ia 
which  this  nation  is  now  engaged  to  a  fpecdy  period,  and  have  fern  in- 
llrudtions  to  the  Reprcfentativcs  of  this  city,  **  to  affociate  for  thatpuF- 
pofcwKh  any  man  or  fet  of  men  whom  they  can  believe  fincerc  in  the 
lame  deiign ;"  and  whereas  a  rcquifitioBh^j  appeared,  figned  by  thirteen 
gentlemon*  approving  of  the  faid  meafures,  and  inviting  the  inhabitants 
at  large  to  pin  in  a  (imilar  petition,  to  be  entitled  ^  A  petition  of  ceruii 
of  the  prificipal  inhabitaiils  of  the  city  and  neighbourhood  of  the, cky  of 
Carliflc;**  We,  the  undesigned  inhabiiants  of  the  faid  city  and  neigh- 
bourhood, firmly  attached  to  the  King  and  Conditution,  equally  anxioul 
for  the  re-e0ablifliment  of  an  honourable  peace  as  the  petitioners,  and 
as  ec^ually  zealous  for  the  interefls  of  our  country,  conceiving  fuch  in- 
f^ru^tions  to  be  improper,  and  being  convinced  that  petitions  of  fuch  a 
nature  at  the  prefent  moment  can  ttnd  only  to  clog  the  wheels  of  Oo* 
▼ernment,  encourage  the  common  enemy,  and  protrad  the  attainment 
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of  ike  very  obje^  which  they  profefs  toadrance,  do  thui  folemnly  PRO* 
TEST  againft  the  above  proceedings,  confident  that  the  wiiciom  of  the 
Lc^'flaturc  will  purfuc  fuch  mearuiTs  as  may  be  moll  expedient   topro- 
mose  the  public  wtlfare  and  fecure  the  happinefs  of  the  country." 
Signed  by  about  fourteen  hunclred  perfons. 

The  pcrfons  whofe  fignatures  this  Proteft  bore,  wrrc,  to  his 
knowledge,  many  of  them  of  the  firft  reTpcflabaity  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  manufafturers  and  gentlemen  of  great  landed  property/ 
They  gave/ a  public  tcffimony  of  attachment  to  His  Majcfty  and  the 
other  branches  of  the  Legiflature,  and  to  the  Con.(litution,  as  now 
happily  cftabliftied  ;  they  thought  it  improper  to  apply  at  this  time 
to  Parliament  for  peace,  and  they  cxpreflcd  a  perfect  reliance  on  tlic 
wifdomof  the  Legiflature  for  procuring,  at  a  due  feafpn,  the  blef^s 
fings  of  an  honourable,  fafe,  md*  lafting  peace.  He  wiftied  that 
Ac  paper  in  queftion  had  affumed  a  form  in  which  it  muft  have  been 
prefented  to  the  Houfc ;  fince,  however,  thefe  pcrfons  had  done 
him  the  honour  to  entruft  this  charge  to  him,  he  endeavoured^ 
Aough  very  imperfcSly,  to  give  as  public  a  teftimony  as  he  was 
ahle  in  favour  of  men  who  did  not  wifh  to  be  included  in  the  gene- 
ral charadler  which*  that  petition  muft  affix  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Carlifle^  and  who  did  not  wifh  to  appear  to  concur  in  meafures,  of 
which  they  totally  and  entirely  difapproved- 

Mr.  CURWEN  faid  that  the  Protefl,  of  w^iich  the  npble  Lord 
had  fo  candidly  given  a  general  ftatcment,  contained  the  fentiments^ 
perhaps,  of  fomc  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Carlifle,  which 
they  dated  in  a  general  way  ;  however  that  might  be,  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  fay,  that  the  petition  which  he  had  prefented,  conveyed  the 
rcalfenfe  of  the  Freemen  of.  Carlifle,  whofe  names  appeared  to  it.  s 
They  were  honeft,  rcfpedbblc  men,  and  he  fhould  be  afhamed  to 
prefent  their  petition  if  he  thought  otherwife.  The  petition  was 
agreed  to  m  confequence  of  a  public  meeting  which  was  held  at  the 
placCi.  They  were  men  who  were  unbiafTed,  and  entirely  unattach- 
ed to  any  party ;  and  fo  general  was  the  fentiment  anK)ng  them  for 
peace,  that  out  of  all  thofe  who  attended  the  meeting,  four  only 
diffented  from  the  petition.  ^They  had  no  defire  to  clog  the  wheels 
of  Government,  but  they  wiflied  for  peace,  as  a  blcffing  to  be  en- 
joyed by  the  country  at  large.  As  to  the  proteft  alluded  to  by  the 
noble  Lord,  he  muft  obferve,  that  he  held  a  hand-bill  in  his  hand, 
which  explained  fomethingof  the  nature  of  that  proteft  ;  he  was  af- 
furcd  he  might  fafely  fay,  that  much  undue  influence  (of  which  he 
did  not  accufe  the  rioble  perfoawho  produced  it)  had  been  ufed  by 
many  pcrfons  of  great  wealth  in  the  neighbourhood,  among  whom 
were  agents  of  a  noble  Eari  and  of  a  Biihop.     Ht  truftcd,  that  fuch 
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ptaftrccs  would  not  be  continufcd ;  if  they  fhould,  there  would  bd 
^n  end  of  all  hope  of  coUedting  the  real  fentiments  of  the  people  c( 
this  country  on  the  fubjed  of  the  war. 

Mr*  WALLACE  (aid,  that  the  o«dy  aiguineht  the  hpitourabld 
gentleman  had  ufed  to  prove  that  the  petition  jdi  prefented  to  cb& 
Hoi^e  contained  the  fenfe  of  the  majority  of  that  ({cfcription  of  par* 
fons  from  whom  it  came,  was,  that  it  haci  been  traiifmitted  from  i 
public  meeting.     He  had  faid  th^t  the  honourable  gentleman  and 
himfelf  were  both  enough  acquainted  with  the  country  to  know  thaf » 
the  fenfe  of  the  people  was  not  always  moft  accurately  to  be  colle&ai 
from  a  public  liipeting.     That,  however,  under  other  circumAalice9 
ttlat  might  influence  the  Houfe  in  the  preferit,  certainly  no  attention 
Was  due  to  the  petition  on  that  account ;  had  it  been  approved  iri  ai  ; 
public  meeting,  and  figned,  as  in  fome  cafes,  by  the  Chairman  ' 
only,  it  might  then  h^ve  been  prefumed  that  the  majority  of  thofa 
who  had  been  convened,  had  fandioned  it  with  their  approbation'.  \ 
But  when,  inftead  of  that,  they  figpcd  it  individually,  wc  hadntf  - 
light  to  prefumc  that  all  who  had  approved  fuch  a  ineafure,  had  not  ] 
fet  their  names  to  the  petition,  and  therefore  no  greater  weight  wa^  j 
due  to  it  than  what  it  derived  from  the  number  of  iignatures  attach.^  j 
cd  to  it ;  unlefs  the  honourable  gentleman  would  contend  (which  te 
Was  fure  he  could  not)  that  there  was  not  any  facility  afforded  firf 
thofe  who  chofe  to  add  their  names  ;  nay,  that  every  exertion  waf 
not  made  to  induce  them  to  do  it.  '    He  faid  it  was  eaff  to  favour 
j)Ctitions  on  any  fubjc6t  ;  and  defpicable,  indeed,  was  the  eaufc  irf 
favour  of  which  a  petition  could  not  be  obtained.     How  the  caufc 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  flood  in  that  country,  he  could  not  wjih 
to  be  better  eftimated  than  by  the  prefcnt  petition  with  fuch  a  fig- 
nature.  He  was  happy,  he  faid,  to  avail  himfelf  of  this  opportunity 
to  bear  teftimony  to  what  he  had  reafon  to  think  the  general  feeling  ct 
the  county,  though  certainly  there  were  fome  who  were  of  a  diflfe- 
Tent  way  of  thinking.    He  faid  that  that  county  had  been  confidcrcd 
as  more  than  any  other  averfe  to  the  prefent  war ;  that  an  affcrtiop 
had  appeared,  that  the  grand  jury  had  come  to  a  refolution,  if  peace 
was  not  concluded  in  a  limited  time,  to  petition  for  it ;  wh^nctf  disrt 
alfcrtion  came,  or  under  what  authority  inferted  in  the  public  pa- 
pers, he  did   not  know  ;  but  he  knew  that  it  was  without  the 
fmalleft  foundation.   •  He  was  defirous  to  have  this  diftincUy  undcr- 
flood^  and  the  more,  becaufe  he  knew  that  in  making  it  fo,  he  wa* 
doing  that  which  was  peculiarly  gratifying  to  many  who  formed  a 
part  of  that  grarid  jury,  and  whcm  he  had  the  honour  to  call  his 
friends  ;  he  therefore  again  repeated,  that  no  propofition  to  that 
"purpofe  was  ever  made;  or  any  icfolutioh  ever  tafa^.     Hefaidr 
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Irom  knowing -many  Individuals^  he  wasfurprifcd  at  the  refolutiont 
thaf  appeared  in  the  paper  ^  that,  as  far  as  he  had  colle£ted  from 
^onverfations  with  them,  he  thought  that  they  wejre  incapable  of 
approving  fuch  a  petition,  upon  the  grounds  Rated  in  a  paper  in  his 
femd,  naniely,  that  the  obje<^  of  the  wan;vas  not  rational,  and  that 
its  confequences  could  not  be  advantageous  to  the  county ;  for  he 
believed  them  to  think  that  the  objed  of  the  war  was  eflential  to  the 
prefervation  of  our  conftitution  and  liberties,  and  that  its  fuccefs  (if 
any  attended  it)  would  be  highly  beneficial  not  only  to  this  oountiy 
in  particular,  but  to  Eurc^  in^  general.  He  faid  that  his  ccxijec^ 
txat  was  not  ill  founded  ;  it  would  be  fufBcient  to  refer  to  the  pe« 
tition  on  one  hand,  and  the  proteft  on  the  other,  to  fatisfy  the 
Houfe  ;  but  he  faid  there  were  other  circumilances  attending  tbefei 
vhich  he  could  not  leave  unmentioned. 

He  then  ftated  the  requifition  for  the  petition  to  have  been  iigned 
by  thirteen,  that  for  the  proteft  to  have  been  figned  by  fifty-three  ; 
pirdy  the  moft  refpe<Slable  tradeftncn  and  inhabitants  of  the  place, 
partly  by  gentlemen  of  the  greateft  confideration  and  property  in  tiic 
county.  He  then  adverted  to  the  numbers  of  the  proteft,  about 
fourteen  hundred  ;  of  the  petition,  he  believed  about  two  hundred  ;  • 
jmd  to  obtain  this  miferable  number,  every  art  had  been  made  vtfe^ 
of;  that  the.queftion,  he  was  authorized  to  fay,  was  mifrcprefented 
as  one  between  peace  and  war  ;  that  in  addition  to  that,  they  had 
been  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  aid  of  ftrangers  and  children. 
[Here  he  was  called  on  to  *^  Name,"  and  faid  he  was  informed  there 
was  a  James  Smith,  apprentice  to  a  hairdreffer,  under  thirteen  . 
years  of  age.]  That,  on  the  other  hand,  nothing  more  was  necct- 
lary,  than  to  ftate  the  true  queftion,  namely,  whether  they  wifhcd 
for  a  peace,  under  tl>e  prefent  circumflances,  o^  that  the  war  ftiould 
be  carried  on,  till  an  honourable  and  f^fe  peace  could  be  obtained  ? 
Under  this  impreflion,  he  had  reafon  to  believe,  the  proteft  was  fign- 
pd.  He  added,  that  he  ftiould 'have  been  inclined  to  treat  the  pe- 
tition with  more  attention,  if  it  had  originated  in  the  place.;  if  it  ' 
had  not  been  principally  obtained  by  the  exertions  of  perfons  coming  ^ 
from  a  diftance,  who  were,  indeed,  freemen,  but  had  no  otb^ 
cjonnedion  with  the  pl^ce  ;  were  uninvolved  in  its  diftrefs  or  prof- 
perity,  and  could  not  be  partakers  in  its  feelings.  That  this  was 
the  cafe  in  two  inftances,  he  had  the  beft  information.  He  faid,  in 
niakicig  thpfe  obfcrvations,  it  would  be  unfair  to  difgulfe  from  the 
.Houfe,  that  there  did  exift  in  that  county  a  wifti  for  peace,  an  ar- 
dent and  fincere  one  ;  that  he  believed  the  fame  exifted  every  where; 
and  that  that  man' wa$  not  to  be  found,  who  did  not  anxioufly  defirc 
^  termination  of  hoftili^ties.     Wc  4ll>  }ie  faid,  wiih  for  p^ace^ 
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but  not  a  premature  one^  fuch  as  can  only  be  dcfirablc  by  a  profpcft  ; 
of  its  permanency,  and  is  confiftcnt  with  the  honour  and  the  Mctf  • 
of  the  l^ingdom. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  lat^entcd  that  fomebody  had  not  advifed  the  ; 
noble  Lord  who  opened  the  nature  of  this  protcft  as  to  the  mode  of 
making  it  up  in  a  form  in  which  the  Houfe  could,  confiftcntly  with 
its  rules,  receive  it  at  the  tabic,  for  thai  its  merits  might  be  fuUf . 
inveftigated  in  a  formal  way ;  nothing  could  now  be  done  on  It  but . 
that  of  making  general  obfcrvations ;  and  in  that  way  }ie  had-nd 
difficulty  to  fay  he  was  perfcftly  clear  that  if  the  proteft  was  tho^ 
roughly  examined  and  compared  with  the  peti^on,  Acre  would  be 
found  to  be  no  effential  difference  between  them  on  the  only  fubjed 
that  came  fairly,   and  in  his  opinion  could  come  decently,  before  j 
that  Houfe,  namely,  the  opinion  of  the  people  on  the  main  point..' 
They  exprelTed  only  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  moment  of 
prefenting  a  petition.     The  queftion  was  put  fairly,  an'ci  he  was  glad 
of  it,  for  the  anfwer  of  the  petitioners  was  confonant  to  his  feel- 
ings ;    they  had  expreffed  a  dcfire  for  peace  at  this  time ;  fo  had 
thofe  who  (igned  the  proteft ;  they  had  alfo  faid  that  peace  was  dc- 
firable,*  but  they  left  it  to  the  wifdom  of  the  Legiflature  ;  both  par- 
ties therefore  agreed  as  to  the  objed,  but  differed  only  in  the  means 
of  attaining  that  end ;    and  he  was  ready  to  fay,  that  that  Houfe 
ought  never  to  inquire  Into  the  propriety  of  the  opinions  of  the 
people  who  had  prefented  their  petitions,  or  as  to  the  time  of  pre- 
fenting them ;  they  ought  to  hear  at  Icaft,  at  all  times,  the  petitions 
of  their  conftituents,   for  they  had  a  right  to  petition  when  they 
pleafcd,  for  of  that  matter  they  were  the  only  proper  judges;  of 
the  wifdom  of  complying  with  the  defire  expreffed,  the  Houfe  ought 
to  judge.     The  difference  then  being  only  as  to  the  propriety  of 
time  between  the  petitioners  and  the  pro^eftors,  the  fair  refult  was, 
that  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  war  they  were  unanimous.     Having  faid  . 
this,  he  muft  obferve, .  that  there  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  any 
probability  that  there  would   be  any  difference  as  to  the  qucftion 
now  before  the  Houfe,  namely,     "  That  this  petition  be  laid  on 
the  table/* 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  agreed  that  the  petition  was  regularly 
before  the  Houfe,  and  therefore  no  obje<ftion  could  be  made  to  its 
being  laid  upon. the  table  ;  but  it  was  impoffible  to  avoid  adverting 
to  what  had  been  faid  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who.  had 
juft  fpoken.  He  had  faid  there  was  no  effential  difference  between 
the  petitioners  and  the  prote^ors  in  this  cafe,  on  the  queftiontif , 
'  peace  ;  that  he  really  took  to  be  a  fair  fummary  of  his  propofitiofl* . 
Now  he  begged  of  the  Houft  to  confidcr  a  litde  the  moment  m 
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which  this  petition  and  proteft  were  framed.  One  fet  of  perfons 
presented  a  petition  defiring  thfc  Houfe  to  take  an  immediate  ftep 
for  peace — the  others  faid,  they  wiftied  for  peace,  but  thought  that 
i  petition  was  more  likely  to  retard  than  accellerate  the  objedt,  and 
.  therefore  left  it  tb  the  wifdom  of  the  L^flature.  When  did  they 
%  this  ? — After  the  Addl-efs  df  that  and  the  other  Houfe  of  Par- 
Hamcnt  had  been  carried  to  the  Throne,  declaring  it  to  be  their 
firm  deternlination  to  fUpport  His  Majefty  in  a  vigorous  profccution 
of  the  war.  If  they  thought  that  peace  had  been  attainable  at  this 
moment,  they  woulcl  have  expr^ffed  themfelves  to  that  efFeft  ;  but 
they  knew  that  Parliament  had  recently  expreffed  its  opinion  to  the 
Contrary,  and  they  relied  on  the  wifdom  of  Parliament.  He  there- 
.  fore  muft,  under  thefe  circumftances,  maintain,  that  between  the- 
petitioners  and  the  proteftors  there  was  an  effential  difference. 

Mr.  PLOMER  faid,  he  attended  to  the  honourable  geiitleman 
l^ho  had  faid  that  the  petition  had  many  fignatures  that  were  not 
'  gehuine,  and  gave  as  an  inftance  of  it  the  name  of  James  Smith- 
now  he  wiflied  to  know  In  what  part  of  the  petition  the  liame  of 
James  Smith  was  to  be  found. 

Mr.  WALLACE  feid,  he  had  not  the  honour  of  knowing  the 
perfon. 

Mr.  PLOMER  faid,  he  was  very  ready  to  admit  that  the  au- 
thority of  the  honourable  gentleman's  aifertion  was  much  better 
than  his  eyes,  but  he  confcffed  if  the  name  of  James  Smith  was  to 
the  petition,  he  codd  riot  fee  it  there. 

Mr.  CURWEN  fupported  the  honour  and  the  independence  of 
the  gentleman  who  was  in  the  chair  at  the  meeting  when  the  peti- 
tion was  agreed  upon,  as  well  as  moft  of  the  perfons  prefent — they . 
were  men  whom  he  knew,  of  the  moft  independent  and  refpedable 
charafters.  They  were  neither  Bifhops,  Earls,  Dukes,  or  any 
who  were  connefted  with  party,  but  they  were  honeft  men,  fuch  as 
he  would  wifli  Xo  fpeak  for  in  that  Houfe. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  the  only  part  he  fliould  wifli  to  confidet 
of  what  had  fallen  from  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  was,  whe- 
ther, to  make  ufe  of  the  phrafe  of  the  right  honourable  gentlemen, 
it  (hould  be  the  fafliion  to  difcountenance  petitions  from  the  people. 
This,  he  confeffpd,  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  tendency  of  the 
fpeeches  of  thofe  gentlemen.  The  Houfe  had  been  told,  that  every 
one  knew  the  eafe  with  which  a  petition  might  be  framed  and  fign- 
td ;  it  was  true  that  it  was  in  the  compafs  of  every  man's  cxpcri- 
We  to  know  with  what  great  facility  Minifters,  aided  by  ihiluence 
and  corruption,  could  procure  addrefifes  and  petitions  ;  but  he  was 
]fet  to  learn  that  men  are  ealily  prevailed  on  to  come  boldly  forward. 
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and-oppofe  the  prevailing  fentimcnts  of  thofe  who  had  been  gained 
over  by  minifterial  arts.  The  noble  Lord  who  opened  the  bufinefs 
of  the  proteft  had  concu<5^ed  himfelf  with  great  fairnefs  and  candour;' 
he  was  forry  to  fay  his  example  had  not  been  imitated  by  the  gen- 
tleman who  followed  him.  By  what  thatgentleman  (Mr.  Wallace) 
had  advanced,  three  new  propofitions  had  been  ftarted,  in  which  he 
fuppofed  it  probable  that  Miniftcrs  would  follow  him.  The  firft 
of  thefe  new  propofitions  was,  that  it  was  improper  for  conftituents 
to  inftru(5l  their  rcprefentatives.  This  was  the  language  held  out 
by  the  proteftors  and  the  gentleman  who  had  fpoken  on  that  proteft; 
not  at  all  applying  the  obfervation  to  the  particular  cafe,  but  gene- 
rally to  all  cafes  of  inftrudion  from  conftitucnts.  The  fecond  pro- 
pofition  was,  that  it  was  a  difrefpeft  to  Government  to  make  any 
application  to  Parliament,  for  the  alteration  of  any  fyftem  of  mea- 
fures  purfucci  by  AdminiftratLon ;  for  they  conceive  it  to  be  clogging 
the  wheels  of  Government.  The  third  was,  that  public  meciings 
were  not  proper  places  to  colledt  the  fenfe  of  a  number  of  people. 
This  propofitic.n  could  not  be  confined  to  the  people  of  Cariifle ; 
for  the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  mean  to  fay  tliqre  was  any  ef- 
fential  difference  between  them  and  other  men,  that  fhould  make  it 
more  difficult  to  colledl  their  fenciments,  than  it  was  in  other 
places.  Thefe  propofitions  being  fo  palatable  to  the  Adminiftration, 
he  (hould  not  be  furprized.  at  feeing  them  fupported.  A  triumphant 
appeal  had  been  made  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) 
to  the  plain  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  with  refpe6t  to  what  had  fallen  from 
his  right  honourable  fricod  (Mr.  Fox)  as  to  the  difference  between 
the  petitioners  and  the  protefiors.  '  He  fliould  appeal  to  that  plain  . 
fenfe  ;  if  the  proteftors  had  thought,  as  was  contended,  that  a  vi- 
gorous profccution  of  the  war  was  the  only  mode  of  obtaining  a  firm 
and  permanent  peace,  why  had  they  not  fo  ftated  it  ?  ^Vhy  was 
liot  the  propofitlon  that  the  war  was  iiTational,  and  lihcly  to  pro- 
duce the  molt  fatal  confequences  to  the  country,  denied  to  the  pref' 
teftorsP  With  refped  to  the  comparifon  of  the  numbers,  the  ho- 
nQUi;able  gentleman  would  pardon,  him. if  he  was  not  inclined  whoUy 
tp  take  for  granted  whatever  was  advanced  on  that  fubjcQ.  That 
gentleman  had  fhewn  that  he  was  not  fufficiently  careful  to  guard 
^igainft  miflakes  with  regard  to  the  petition :  he  could  not  therefoic 
cxpcdl  there  fhould  be  no  fufpicion  as  to  his  accuracy  on  the  othcf 
fide.  Though  that  gentleman  appeared  to  think  that  the  petitk>n- 
crs  were  not  iqi.general  intitled  to  refpeft,  yet  it  was  not  therefore 
clear  to  every  one  that  they  w;ere  not.  ThQ  numbeir  had  hficft 
ftated  to  be  contemptible  ;  he  (hould  .recoile<5l  that  the  petition  put- 
ported  only  to  be  lignpd  by  freemen.;  wlxerea^  tlae  other,  was  fignci 
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by  varioug  defcriptions  of  perfons.  It  was  curious  to  obfervc,  that 
heproteftors  fliould  prcfunie  to  tell  thofc  men  who  were  conftituents 
that  it  was  improper  for  them  to  inftruca  their  reprefcntativcs  ; 
when  they  themfelves  had  done  a  fimilar  things  though  not  tl.« 
conftituents  of  the  perfons  whom  they  addreffed.  One  thing  was 
evident,  that  they  would  not  have  thought  it  ncccffary  to  have 
framed  this  proteft,  unlefs  they  had  apprehended  that  the  example 
of  die  petitioners  would  be  'followecj  by  the  county.  He  had  no 
doubt  thofe  apprehenfions  M'ould  be  juftified,  whenever  a  meetinjj 
of  the  county  fhould  be  called. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOBART  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Supply  on  the  army.     The  refolutions  being  read, 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  as  this  might  be  the  laft  opportunity  of 
difcuffing  the  point,  he  wiflied  again  to  put  a  queftion  to  the  Mi- 
nifter.  He  had  ftated  laft  night,  that  he  thought  that  proper  exer- 
tions were  not  made  for  the  naval  fervice,  and  that  the  land  forc(^ 
bore  a  much  greater  proportion  to  the  naVal  forte  than  in  any  pre- 
ceding war.  He  fhould  wifh  to  know  the  year  when  it  bore  fo 
great  a  proportion,  if  any  were  to  be  found.  The  more  material 
point,  to  which  he  had  not  then  an  anfwer,  nor  did  he  fuppofe  he 
ever  ftiould,  was,  that  the  dcfedl  in  the  navy  was  owing  to  the 
nKxk  of  recruiting  the  army.  On  that  day  he  was  told  that  it  was 
not  a  charge  againft  the  Admiralty,  and  therefore  not  relevant  to 
the  bufmefs  before  the  Houfe.  He  fhould  now  alk  again,  whether 
or  not  it  was  a  falfe  furmife  ?  He  fhould  wifti  to  be  informed, 
whether  or  not  the  mode  of  recruiting  had  obftrufted  the  increafe  of 
feamen?  If  thofe  gentlemen  ftiould  think  it  had  not  done  fo,  he 
AouU  wifli  to  know  their  reafons  for  being  of  that  opinion  ;  and  if 
they  thought;  it  had,  diey  ought  to  aflign  their  reafons  for  then- 
•condufl,  and  tell  the  Houfe  whether  they  meant  to  purfue  the 
fame  mode.  He  had  then  been  told  that  it  was  not  a  queftion  gn 
die  navy,  and  therefore  the  difcuflion  ought  to  be  deferred  till  tte 
army  was  taken  into  confideration.  To-day,  he  fuppofed,  he 
ftould  be  told,  that  as  it  C9ncerned  the  navy,  it  was  improper  fo 
be  diTcuflfed  while  confidcring  the  ftate  of  the  atmy.  He  did  ndt 
like  this  feparation  of  the  a^my  and  na\7  to  the  extent  to  which  it 
had  been  carried.  One  thing,  however,  was  certainly  true,  that 
our  navy  at  this  crifis  wa§  without  comparifon,  art  objeft  of  ihucli 
more  material  importance  than  the  army. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  when  Mr.  Fox  brodghth'is 
charge  againft  the  Admiralty  for  a  deficiency  in  the  navy,  he' was 
told>  and  told  truly,  thai  our  navy  had  been  increafed  in  a  mUcfe 
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greater  proportion  than  had  ever  been  known.     This  was  a  fad 
which  he  defied  any  one  to  contradi£t.    It  was  a  proof  of  additional 
merit  in  the  Admiralty,  that  while  our  military  exertions  had  been 
fo  great  and  exten(ive,  the  i)avy  was  dill  incrcafed  to  fo  great  a  de- 
gree.    The  fight  honourable  gentleman  was  then  tcA^,  that  if  he 
meant  to  attack  the  army  oil  the  day  on  which  that  fqbjed  (hould  be 
coniidered>  they  would  be  ready  to  argue  the  point  with  him ;  die 
principle  on  which  that  was  left  was,  that  certain  papers  had  been 
moved  for,  iq  which  every  information  would  be  given  on  the  fub- 
je£l.     They  had  no  difpofition  to  decline  giving  any  information, 
but  the  obfervations  made  were  certainly  inapplicable  to  the  Admi- 
ralty.    As  to  the  qu^ftion,  how  far  they  meant  to  carry  on  the  fy- 
flem  of  recruiting,  he  had  the  fatisfaSion  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe,  that 
their  exertions  had  betn  carried  on  with  fuch  fucccfs  as  to  leave  no 
reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  naval  fervice  would,  in  future,  fafFer  any 
diminution,  as  it  had  hitherto  done.     He  could  not  adniit  thp  dif- 
tindion  between  the  two  fiprvices  to  the  extent  to  which  it  had  been 
afferted.    He  believed  it  impoflible  to  increafc  the  navy  to  the  cKtent 
pf  the  moft  fanguine  wiflies  without  cramping  the  military  exertions 
of  the  country.     But  if  there  fhould  occur  any  difficulty,  he  could 
not  imagine  any  fo  good  means  as  by  proceeding  with  the  military 
levies.      For  if  we  were  tp  flop,  wp  (hould  not  at  once  bring  all 
thofe  men  into  th6  navy;  the  means  of  recruiting  that -fervice  would 
be  obftrudled  ;  a  great  interval  would  be  left  in  which  nothing  could 
be  done.     The  making  ufe  of  the  fyftem  of  recruiting  gave  them 
great  advantage,  even  of  procuring  men  for  the  navy,  as  it  f^ppli^ 
them  with  marines.  .  ' 

Mr.  J^OX  faid,  that  he  ftill  wanted  an  anfwer  which  would  dif- 
culpate  adminiftration.  It  had  been  confeffed  that  the  fervice  of  the 
navy  had  been  impeded  ;  he  could  not  help  conlidering  that  as  a 
great  misfortune.  If  we  had  had  a  greater  naval  force  laft  year, 
we  fhould  moft  undoubtedly  have  had  a  better  prpfped  before  us. 
As  to  the  mode  of  applying  the  fyftem  of  recruiting  to  fupplyiog  ^ 
liavy,  it  was  a  profeflional  queftion,  which  he  fjiould  not  difcufs; 
but  it  certainly  did  appear  to  him  at  firfl  fight  not  to  be  the  moft 
proper  mode,  a$  it  tended  only  to  ma]^e  marines  inftead  of  makiil[ 
feam^n.  This  was  the  opinion  whidi  he  had  afferted  generally  in 
ibrmer  periods ;  general  opinions  muft  always  receive  qualifications 
under  particular  circumftances.  He  could  not  but  think  that  now, 
if  ever,  was  the  time  that  any  facrifice  of  the  army  for  the  increafc 
of  the  navy  was  peculiarly  neceffaiy, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  it  was  agreed  that  Government  fliouW 
have  aU  poffiblc  fupport  from  every  man  in  that  Houfe  towards  the 
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faicrcafe  of  the  navy  ;  but  he  was  not  very  fanguinc  in  the  mode  in 
which  Minifters  would  proceed  upon  that  fubjcft.  He  thou^t  that 
we  ought  to  have  a  ftrong  and  powerful  corps  of  marines^  who  might 
be  taught  in  time  to  become  failors,  and  they  might  again  be  fup- 
plied  by  landmen ;  but^  he  underftood,  that  marines  were  prohibited 
by  order  from  going  aloft,  or  doing  any  of  the  duty  of  a  failor. 
Having  made  thefe  obfervations,  he  proceeded  to  a(k  the  Secretary 
at  War  fome  queftionK  Firft,  Whether  he  intended  to  do  fome- 
thing  to  prevent  that  inhuman  practice  which  brought  fo  much  dif» 
grace  on  the  fervice — he  meant  the  practice  of  crimping  ?  if  he  did, 
Mr,  Sheridan  (hould  leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  a  perfon  to 
whom  it  fo  properly  belonged ;  if  not,  he  muft  bring  fomething 
forward  on  that  fuhjcd.  He  then  adverted  to  the  dreadful  ftate  of 
the  troops  now  at  Plymouth,  who  were  dying  by  twelve  and  four- 
teen a  day ;  and  he  wilhed  to  know,  whether  they  were  intended 
to  be  fent  to  the  Weft  Indies  ?  if  they  were,  he  feared  there  would 
be  fcarcely  any  of  them  alive  to  land  there,  for  they  had  been  kept 
for  fo  many  months  on  board,  that  they  were  now  entirely  unfit  for 
fervice. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  took  notice  of  all  the  obfcrv^- 
tions  of  Mr.  Sheridan.  He  faid  that  the  detention  of  the  troops  at 
Plymouth,  arofe  from  circumflanccs,  which  human  prudence  had 
no  means  of  preventing ;  they  were  dctafncd  by  contrary  winds,  and 
from  the  apprehenfions  that  if  they  failed  they  might  meet  the  enemy 
with  a  force  not  equal  to  their  proteQion  ;  as  to  their  defti  nation, 
that  was  a  queftion  which  ought  not  to  be  anfwered.  He  denied 
Aeir  being  in  a  ftate  which  Mr.  Sheridan  had  rcprefented,  although 
*ey  might  be  a  good  deal  aflSidled  from  unavoidable  circumftances. 
With  regard  to  the  orders  of  the  Admiralty,  with  refped  to  marines, 
^e  knew  but  little  of  it  officially,  but  he  believed  that  nothing  had 
^n  done  in  this  war,  which  had  not  been  ufual  in  every  wan 
With  r^rd  to  crimping^  no  man  deteftcd  it  more  than  he  did ;  he 
Viewed  it,  as  every  honeft  man  did,  with  horror  and  indignatbn. 
He  had  done^  and  he  would  continue  to  do,  every  thing  in  his  power 
^  fupprefs  totally  fo  deteftable  a  practice. 

Mr.  FOX  alluded  to  what  had  been  faid  on  former  occafions 
^th  regard  to  building  fliips  of  war,  and  declared  if  there  was  a  port 
within  this  ifland  capable  of  building  a  fliip  where  a  (hip  was  not 
'tow  building,  the  Executive  Government  had  been  wanting  in  their 
^uty  to  this  country.  He  had  been  told  once  we  had  more  (hips 
^han  we  had  men  for.  He  was  afraid  we  might  foon  be  told  we  had 
foremen  than  we  had  fhips  for.  He  muft  again  and  again imprefs 
.  <hi«  on  Minifters  at  this  awful  crifi«. 
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Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  there  was  one  point  admitted 
from  all  quarters,  that  in  the  prefent  moment  no  rational  means  of 
increafing  our  naval  and  militar}''  force  ought  to  be  left  unattempted ; 
and  he  was  rather  difpofed  to  take  the  benefit  of  this  general  agree-  i 
ment,  than  to  enter  into  the  minute  details  ftarted  by  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox,)  and  which  it  was  at  all  times  eiceeding- 
ly  difficult  todifcufs.     Great  part  of  his  argument,   with  refpeft  to 
the  neceffity  of  increafing  naval  exertions,  arofe  out  of  the  prefent 
crifis.      It  could  not  be  denied,  that  from  the  change  of  circum- 
ilances  fince  laft  year,  it  had  become  neceflary  that  a  greater  njtval 
force  fliould  be  now  employed  againft  France.     But  when  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  carried  his  pofition  fo  far  as  to  ftate,  that  there 
"was  no  facrifice  of  military  force,  which  ought  not  to  be  made  for 
the  fake  of  increafing  the  navy,  he  went  to  a  length,  which  neither 
common  fcnfe  nor  found  policy  would  warrant.      For  were  this  po- 
fition to  be  carried  to  its  utmoft  latitude,  then  it  would  be  proper 
entirely  to  difband  the  army,  as  whatever  might  be  the  calamities, 
which  fuch  a  meafure  would  produce,  it  TVTOuld  moft  certainly  be  the 
means  of  giving  an  increafe  to  the  navy.      Such  was  the  condud  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  bringing  forward  general  prqjdfi- 
tions,  which  his  good  fenfp  afterwards  obliged  him  to  qualify.     For 
his  own  part,  he  felt,  that,  at  one  time>  the  army  called  for  an 
augmentation,,  at  another  time  the  navy,  according  to  the  exigency 
of  circumftanccs.      If  he  found  the  navy  arrived  to  a  certain  pitch, 
arid  the  army  requiring  an  extra  augmentation,  he  would  attend  to 
the  neceflities  of  that  fc.rvice  whicii  at  the  moment  was  inconipletc. 
The  beft  proof  of  the  attention  paid  to  the  naval  fervice  laft  year 
was,  that  the  increafe  had  exceeded  that  of  any  former  year  of  a 
war,  as  well  as  the  brilliant  and  declfive  vi<Slory  adhieved  by  our 
fleet.     The  chapge  in  our  fituation  that  rendered  a  further  increafe 
of  naval  force  neceflTary,  had  arifen  from  the  circumftance  of  our 
land  exertions  not  having  been  fufficient  to  prevent  the  enemy  fro^ 
the  probable  acquifition  of  another  naval  power,  to  the  aid  of  that 
own  marine.— The  attempt  to  fet  the  narval  in  oppofition  to  the  mi- 
litary forcp  of  the  country,  he  muft  confider  as  the  refult  of  a  (hort- 
fighted,  narrow,  and  falfe  policy,  fimilar  to  the  exploded  fyft^m 
which  had  once  prevailed,  of  making  a  diftind^ion  between  tnc 
liinded  and  the  mcrcaijitile  intereft.     He  had  however  no  hcfitation 
to  ftate,  that  where  the  naval  and  military  exertions  interfered,  1^ 
conceived  that  in  the  prefent  inftance,  a  preference  ought  to  beg»v^" 
to  the  naval.' 

Mr-  FOX  replied,  that  he  certainly  did  not  mean  to  {»ff  ^ 
the  whole  army  ought  to  be  diftwnded  for  the  fake  of  proearii*^ 
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i-boy  to  the  navy.     But  what  he  had  faid  was,  that  there  was 
period  at  which  greater  facrificcs  of  military  force  ought  to  have 
made  for  the  purpofe  of  increafing  our  naval  exertions  than  in 
laft,  as  will  as  the  prefent  year. 
;  General  SMITH  faid,  that  he  thought  not  only  that  every  Royal 
in  the  kingdom,  but  that  every  merchant's  dock  which  was  of  • 
fufKcient  fixe,  ought  to  be  employed  for  the  purpofe  of  building 

fliips  for  tlie  fervice  of  the  navy. 
Mr.  M.  ROBINSON  faid,  that  the  Minifter  had  ftated  what 
^'conlidexed  a$  rather  a  curious  reafon  for  increafing  our  military 
Iferce,  naiTiely ,  the  probable  jundion  of  the  Dutch  and  French  fleets  ; 
I  he  could  not  help  thinking  tliat  the  right  honourable  gentleman  tef- 
[fified  .rather  a  degree  of  coldnefs  to  whatever  regarded  the  naval  fer- 
vice. 

I     Mr.  SHERIDAN  remarked,  that  the  Secretary  at  War  had 
made  a  diftindtion  between  things  which  h«  ought  not,  and  things 
I  wWch  he  could  not  anfwcr.     He  had  declined  anfvvcring,  whether 
the  troops  on  board  the  tranfports  were  dcftined  for  the  Weft  Indies  ; 
I  Viut  had  afterwards  ftated  that  they  had  been  prevented  by  certain 
■  winds  from  failing  to  the  place  of  their  dcftination.    On  the  fubjeiSl: 
!   of  thefe  troops,  he  could  not  help  ftating  that  the  honourable  gentle^ 
nian  difcovered  a  very  great  deficiency  of  information  ;  and  that  he 
fliould  think  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  move  for  returns  of  thofc 
troops  and  an  account  of  their  fituation,  &c.     An  enquiry  into  the 
fcandalous,  cru-rl,  and  criminal  negled  by  which  thefe  men  had 
Ijccn  detained  five  or  fix  months  aboard  the  tranfports,  in  a  fickly 
^d  laiiguifliing  ftate,  would,  he  trufted,  not  come  by  itfclf,  but 
form  part  of  an  inveftigation  of  the  cnufes  which  had  produced  all 
tlie  difgraces  and  difaftcrs  of  the  war.     The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  ftiled  the  victory  gained  ly  Lord  Howe  decifive  ;  upon 
Aat  fuppofition  Minifters  indeed  had  afted  ;  but  the  event  now 
proved  it  to  be  otherwife.    We  had  foldiers  at  Plymouth,   he  aflced  . 
vhy  we  had.not  failors  r  He  was  told  that  the  troops  there  had  been 
detained  partly  by  contrary  winds,  and  partly  from  the  danger  of 
encountering  the  fleet  of  the  enemy.    Why  had  they  not  a  fuflicient 
®nvoy  to  protedl  them  r   If  the  French  Weft  India  iflands,  which 
«ad  been  held  out  as  our  boafted  indemnity  in  the  prefent  war,  fhould 
fall  for  the  want  of  timely  fuccour,  he  would  have  a  right,  to  impute 
their  lofs  to  the  deficiency  of  the  navy. 
Mr.  WINDHAM  explained. 

Mr.  BRANDLING  congratulated,  die  Houfe  and  his  conftitu- 
^s,  on  die  declaration  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) 
"^  a  preference  would  be  given  to  naval  exertions.     He  trufted 
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that  the  lyftcm  of  military  operations  on  the  Continent,  hitherto 
ruinous,  and  fo  difgraceful  in  its  effcfts,  would  rto  longer  be 
fifted  in.  It  was  now  time  to  ftudy  ccortomy  in  our  refourccs, 
not  to  expend  them  in  a  quarter,  where  we' had  met  with  m 
but  perfidy  on  the  one  hand,  and  contra-excrtion  on  the  other, 
ought  to  (how  to  the  enemy,  that  our  refources  were  equal  to 
6n  a  war  defenfive  by  land,  and  ofFenfive  by  fea,  for  at  leaft  fe 
years  Xo  come. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  faid,    that  without  the  mode  which  had  beeiaj 
adopted  in  recruiting,   it  would  have  been  altogether  impoflible 
raife  a  military  force.    •  At  the  commencement  of  the  war  all  ther' 
old  regiments  were  on  fervice  abroad,    fo  that  there  was  no  moci^.: 
of  recruiting  them.     Every  mode  had  been  reforted  to,  both  by 
raifing independent  companies,  and  giving  rank,  before  having  re--: 
courfe  to  new  levies.     At  laft  it  was  found  that  it  would  be  necef- 
fary  to  make  new  levies,  in  order  that  the  men  thus  raifed,  migllt 
be  afterwards  draughted  to  the  old  regiments,    which  could  not 
otherwife  be  recruited.      If  the  Weft  Indies  required  large  rein- 
forcements, thefe  could  not  be  fupplied  from  the  old  regiments,  ex- 
cept this  mode  had  been  taken  of  filling  up  their  numbers.     And 
he  would  aik  any  man.  Whether  there  was  at  prefent  a  more  than 
fufficient  military  force,  for  all  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  want- 
ed by  this  country  ?    He  then  proceeded  to  point  out  the  difficulty  of 
,  finding  men  for  the  marine  fervice,  in  confequence  of  which  fevcn 
old  regiments  had  been  obliged  to  a<S  as  marines  aibokrd  the  fleet. 
He  faid,   that  more  care  ^and  "attention  had  been  beftowed  on  the 
tranfport  fervice  than  at  any  farmer  period ;  if  any  negleft  had  oc- 
curred, he  fhould  thank  the  honoyrable  gentleman  to  point  it  out. 
But  he  would  defy  him  to  prove,  that  the  troops  aboard  the  tran- 
fports  had  been  allowed  one  liand- breath  of  tonnage  lefs  than  was 
fixed  by  the  regulation.     Minifters  had  taken  care  to  have  them 
aboard  as  early  as  Auguft.     Since  that  time  they  had  been  detained 
almoft  entirely  by  contrary  winds.      In  one  inftance  they  failed,  but 
were  all  driven  back  and  difperfed,   except  one  tranfport,  which 
found  its  way  to  the  Weft  Indies.    They  had  been  felcfled  for  the 
fervice,  and  could  not  be  difembarked  without  extreme  inconveni- 
ence.   What  other  body  could  be  fent  in  their  place  ?  Exprefs  or- 
ders had  however  been  given,  that  no  man  Ihould  fail,  who  wai 
unfit  for  the  fervice. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN,  adverting  to  the  difficulty  of  raifing  jma- 
rines,  aflccd  why  a  bounty  was  not  given  for  encouraging  that  fer- 
vice. He  blamed  the  remiffnefs  of  Minifters  in  not  fending  the 
troops  foon  enough  aboard  the  tranfports,   as  much  as  their  nqgli- 
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gence  in  aftenrards  detaining  them;  the  del^  was  the  more  re- 
mailable,  as  in  the  interim.  General  Vaugham  and  Admiral  Cald- 
well had  failed  for  the  Weft  Indies,  and  arrived  in  fafety.  The 
right  lionourable  gentleman  had  ftated  that  thej'  had  been  allowed 
all  the  tonnage  fixed  by  regulation,  but  the  difference  was  confide- 
nblc  between  keeping  men  aboard  tranfports  only  five  or  fix  weeks, 
and  detaining  them  the  fame  number  of  months.  He  underftood 
Aat  there  were  fix  hundred  of  the  men  now  fick  on  fliore,'  and 
eight  hundred  on  board,  and  that  it  was  the  opinion,  diat  by  the 
dmc  th^  arrived  in  the  Weft  Indies,  all  of  them  would  be  unfit 
for  fcrvice :  To  that  the  beft  method  would  be  to  difembsirk  them 
and  get  new  tranfports  for  the  expedition.  If  the  fuccours  to  be 
afforded  to  the  Weft  Indies  depended  entirely  on  the  reinforcement 
expefted  from  thefe  troops,  he  muft  look'  with  a  defponding  eye  to 
the  fituation  of  affairs  in  that  quarter. 

.  Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  if  it  was  really  true,  that  notwithflanding 
Ac  immenfe  vote  of  that  night,  there  was  no  odier  force  but  that 
now  oil  board  the  tranfports  applicable  to  the  fcrvice  of  the  Wcfl: 
Indies^  it  afllbrded  indeed  the  moft  uncomfortable  and  difcouraging 
profpcft  of  affairs  that  could  well  be  entertained. 

Mr.  DtJNDAS  explained,  that  the  forces  on  board  the  tranfports 
^rc  the  mpft  fit  for  that  fervice.  He  defired  gentlemen  to  recoUeft 
the  reduced  ftate  of  the  peace  cftabliftiment. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  wifli^d  to  afcertain,  before  the  debate  went  offi 
what  force  had  really  been  deftined  for  the  Weft  Indies,  and  afked 
why  tranfports  might  not  have  made  the  voyage  with  as  much  fuccefs 
as  fliips  of  war.  He  underftood  that  fomc  of  the  troops  deftined  for 
the  expedition  had  died,  and  that  all  of  them,  in  confequerice  of 
having  been  fo  long  aboard,  were  in  a  very  fickly  ftate.  If  fuch 
Was  the  cafe,  it  would  be  -better  to  fend  no  troops  at  all,  than  to  fend 
fuch  as  would  either  perifti  in  the  voyage,  or,  when  they  ftiould  ar- 
rive, be  unfit  for  fervice. 

General  TARLETON  fuggefted  that  the  defefts  of  the  mode  of 
raifing  independent  companies  were  radical,  and  could  only  be  re- 
formed by  a  military  Committee.  In  order  to  give  full  force  and 
energy  to  our  military  operations,  he  thought  that  fuch  a  Committee 
Aould  be  appointed  to  infpeft  the  condudof  officers,  and  the  mode 
of  putting  every  meafure  into  execution  ;  and  he  thought  that  an 
honourable  Member,  whom  he  had  then  in  his  eye,  -^zs  a  proper 
peHbn  to  fuperintend  fuch  an  inftitution.  Adverting  to  the  expe- 
dition of  Sir  Charles  Grey,  he  aflcrted,  that  he  was  not  fufficiently 
fupported,  and  that  he  ought  to  have  been  reinforced.  As  to  the 
troops  which  lay  at  Plymouth,  he  thought  their  long  continuation 
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in  the  tranfports  ipuft  have. injured  them  materially  •,  smd  in  p: 
of  his  affertion,  he  adverted  to  the  troops  of  Sir  William  Ho'iri 
in  the  American  war,  who  fufFcred  much  from  a  fimilar  litusitit 
At  aU  events,  if  we  had  the  fuperiprity  at  fea^  the  convoy  ought 
have  failed. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  made  fomc  obfervations  upoti 
rlaufe,  and  was  proceeding  to  go  into  a  difcuflion  of  the  dondudt 
the  expedition  to  Guadaloupe  and  St.  Lueia^  and  making  foine 
luiions  which  were  confidered  to  be  perfonal  to  the  Commanders  oifj 
that  expedition,  he  was  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker,  who  ro-^J 
minded  the  honourable  Baronet  that  the  qucftiori  before  the  Houfe 
was  not  an  enquiry  into  the  conduft  of  particular  officers  or  particu-^ ; 
lar  expeditions  ;  and  that  being  the  cafe,  he  found  himfelf  obliged 
to  call  him  to  order. 

Mr.  GREY  was  aware  of  the  propriety  of  the  Speaker's  adhering^ 
with  his  ufual  attention,  to  the  point  of  order,  though  he  could  | 
have  wiihed,  for  his  own  part,  that  the  honourable  Baronet  had  ; 
been  allowed  to  proceed.  There  was  nothing  he  fo  much  wifhed 
for  as  a  full  invcftigation  of  every  circumftance  relating  to  that  affair^ 
becaufe  he  knew  much  of  wicked  rumour  and  mifchievous  calumny* 
had  been  circulated  induftrioufly  on  that  fubjcdi ;  and  he  wa^  equally 
certain,  upon  the  moft  minute  enquiry,  whenever  it  Ihould  be  made, 
which  it  certainly  would  be,  the  refult  would  refute  thofe  malicious 
afperlions,  and  do  away  all  thofe  falfe  and  unfounded  calumnies  and 
rumours. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  explained,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Francis, 
what  he  had  formerly  (aid,  wliich  was,  that  although  fome  finglcJ 
(hips  had  i'ailed  and  made  out  their  voyage,  ftill  the  circumftances 
were  fiieh  as  rendered  it  impoffiblc  for  a  fleet  with  convoy  to  fai| 
with  any  chance  of  fecurity. 

Mr.  COURTENAY,  after  having  made  an  obfcrvation  that 
Mr.  Dundas  ought  to  ftudy  the  Englifli  language,  which  it  appcard 
he  did  not  underhand,  wa,s  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  faid  jocofely,  in  reply,  that  there  was  no- 
blame  to  him  if  his  father,  &d.  ivere  born  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Tweed. 
.  Mr.  COURTENAY  proceeded,  and  animadvertd  on  the  levity 
with  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  treated  the  remarks  made 
relative  to  the  tranfports  ;  and  in  fupport  of  (the  diftemper  aboard 
the  tranfports,  nientioned  an  inftance  of  the  commander  of  the  re- 
giment abfolutely  refuiing  to  put  his  troops  aboard  thefe  veiTels,  by 
reafonof  its  violence.  One  regiment,  which  at  firft  confifted  of 
i  ooo  mcn>  is  now,  in  confequence  of  its  malignancy,  reduced  to 
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06.  The  detention  of  the  tranfports,  he  thought,  not  attributable 

advcrfe   winds,  but  the  criminal  negligence  cxibitcd  by  Go- 

Timent. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  infilled  that  no  direfl  anfwer  had  been  given  to 
is  queftion$,  which,  he  thogght,  dcferved  anfwcrs  from  their  im- 
►rtarvcc. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  repeated  what  he  had  formerly  ftated, 
1"^  all  the  anfwer  that  was  required. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  was  fure  that  the  Houfe  and  the  country 

looked  to  the  fubjeds  which  had  that  night  been  introduced  as  of 

fc  important  a  nature,  that  it  muft  be  neceffary  to  have  them  fully 

inveftigated.  He  infifted  that  there  was  blame  to  be  laid  fomcwherc, 

and  he  had  heard  nothing  urged  that  tended  to  tiirow  it  off  from 

thcrfe  to  whom  it  had  been  imputed.  .  If  it  was  clear,  which  could 

Hot  well  be  denied,  that  an  infufficient  force  had  been  fciit  out  with 

Snr  Charles  Grey,  and  what  was  worfe,  that  there  was  no  proba« 

wlity  at  the  time  of  fending  to  him  an  immediate  reinforcement, 

fuch   negligence,  and  the  confequences   that  had  enfucd  from  it, 

^led  for  the  moft  particular  inquiry.      In  his  opinion,  thefe  fafts 

were  made  out  by  what  had  happened  :  Sir  Charles  Grey  had  failed 

tti  November  1 793,  with  a  force  furely  inadequate,  or  if  fufficient 

to  conquer  the  Weft-India  Iflands,  ^completely  unfit  to  keep  what 

Acy  had  conquered  ;  and  now,  when  he  was  fpeaking,  he  knew 

of  no  reinforcement,  nor  -any  adequate  affiftance,  that  they  had  yet 

'CGcived.     An  honourabj^e  gentleman  had  frequently  aflced,  in  the 

courfc  of  the  debate,  what  motive  Minifters  could  have  in  keeping 

the  troops  at  Plymouth,  or  in  not  attending  to  their  comfort ; — he 

would  not  pretend  to  fay,  becaufe  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  know 

what  had  been  their  motives,  cither  for  that  or  the  many  other 

blunders  and  mifcarriages  which  had  happened  during  the  prefent 

war.     Whatever  he  might  think  of  their  motives  to  this  country, 

it  was  of  little  confequence  whether  they  were  corrupt  or  not,  in- 

afmuch  as  they  had  produced  the  moft  difaftrous  events  that  could 

have  befallen  us. 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  fpoke  fliortly  in  reply,  and 
warned  the  Houfe  againft  being  led  by  the  motives  that  induced 
gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  to  paint  the  fituation  of  the  country,  as 
they  had  done,  as  muchas  his  honourable  friend  had  warned  them 
,  ^nft  comparing  the  motives  of  admipiftration  with  the  circum- 
ftMice$  that  had  taken  place. — It  w^s  not  withing  human  prudence 
toforcfec,  or  wifdom  to  prevent  the  failing  of  the  French  fleet, 
ttccptany  one  would  fay,  that  the  grand  fleet  of  England  ihould 
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remain  ofF  Breft  to  prevent  the  French  fleet  from  gettii^  in  if  thqr 
were  out,  or  getting  out  if  they  were  in.  . 

Mr.  SLOANEfeemed  to  think  thatthenavalftrengthof  the  countiy 
had  been  ncgleScd — that  fufficicnt  ftrength  had  not  been  employed ' 
in  the  Weft  Indies— that  our  information  with  regard  to  the 
French  fleet  had  been  defedivc,  and  that  there  muft  be  blame 
fomewhere,  for  keeping  the  trcK)ps  and  fleet  at  Hynoouth  fo  long 
as  they  had  been. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  and  Mr.  SLOANE  feverally  explained. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  every  thing  he  had  heard  convinced  him 
the  more  that  there  was  .a  neceflity  for  invaftigating  every  part  of 
this  bufinefs.  The  Minifters  had,  throughout  the  war,  fliewn 
equal  want  of  intelligence,  folly  in  defigns,  raflinefs  of  conducly 
and  imbecility  in  execution.  Sufficient  information  of  the  fitua- 
tioB  of  the  enemy  was  what  Minifters  were  ever  in  want  of;  a  fleet 
ought  tp  have  been  out  iidequate  to  the  convoy  of  this  armament  to 
the  Weft  Indies  ;  and  why  there  was  not,  (hould  be  a  part  of  that 
general  inquiry  that  was  to  be  made  relative  to  the  whole  nwnagc-r 
ment  of  thewar. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  with  refpcft  to  the  inqaiiy 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fccmed  to  think  neccfTsny, 
that  would  not  depend  either  on  the  pofitivenefs  or  individual  judg- 
ment of  the  right  Jionourable  gentleman,  but  on  the  refult  of  the 
deliberations  of  the  Houfe,  wHethcr  fuch  an  inquiry  (hould  be 
deemed  neceffary  ;  and  in  anfwer  to  the  other  point  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  fpeech,  \he  fhould  only  repeat  w^at  be  had 
faid  before,  that  it  was  impoflTible  to  keep  a  fuperior  fleet  continually 
at  fea,  except  we  had  a  fleet  double  to  that  of  the  enemy. 

The  remainder  of  the  refolutions  being  read  and  agreed  to,  bilk 
were  ordered  to  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

Mr.  Secretiary  WINDITAM  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  prevent  mutiny  and  defertion.  Leave  was  given,  and  perfon* 
named  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Mr.  ATTORNEYj;GENERAL  faid,  it  had  been  his  intention 
to  move  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  to  continue  the  adof  laft 
fdflion,  &c.  that  day,  but  confidering  the  importance  of  the  fubje^> 
and  that  he  wifhed  it  to  undergo  the  moft  folemn  and  ampltf  dif- 
cuflion,  he  would,  widi  the  leave  of  the  Houfe,  propofe  the  fecond 
reading  to-morrow ;  at  the  fame  time,  if  that  was  agreed  to,  he 
intimated  his  intention  and  wifli,  that  the  fecond  reading  being 
difcufled,  that  the  bill  (hould  go  through  the  Committee  the 
fame  day, 

Mr.  SriERIDAN  faid,  that  he  had  no  objedion  to  the  fiscood 
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reading  being  put  off  till  to-mortow ;  but  he  faw  no  ttafon  why, 
by  agreeing  to  that,  the  Honfe  was  to  go  into  any  compromife, 
by  pledging  itfelf,  that  the  bill  (hould  go  through  the  Comnuttcc 
Ae  fanrje  day. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  feid,  that  if  the  Houfe  (hould 
agree  to  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  it  implied  that  the  priciplc  of 
the  bill  being  agreed  to,  there- could  be  no  objcftion  that  the  bill 
(hould  go  into  a  Committee. 

Mr.  FOX  contended  that  the  queftion  of  tht  fecond  reading  was 
entirely  diftin<a  from  the  queftion  of  going  into  a  Committee.  He 
was  for  the  honourable  gentleman  firft  to  prove  that  there  were  fuff\- 
cicnt  reafons  to.juftify  fijch  a  meafure  on  the  ground  of  policy  ;  and 
even  fuppofing  fuch  a  cafe  made  out,  ftill  there  might  be  confide- 
rable  doubts  with  refpeA  to  the  law  on  the  fubjedl,  and  fuch  doubts 
as  might,  fuppofing  the  priiKiple  of  the  bill  and  the  policy  of  the 
bill  to  be  admitted,  make  fome  very  material  alterations  with  refped 
to  the  preamble. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  and  carried,  that  the  bill  fliould  be 
read  the  fecond  time  to-morrow.         » 

Friday y  yanuary  23. 

Lord  STOPFORD  reported,  that  His  Majefty  had  been  waited 
upon  him  with  an  addrefs  of  that  Houfe,  and  that  he  had  been 
gracioufly  pleafcd  to  fay  he  would  give  direfliens  accordingly. 

Mr.  MAINWARING  prcfented  a  petition  in  behalf  of  the 
inn-keepers  and  victuallers  of  England,  figned  by  about  3000 
perfons,  ftating  the  hardflaips  under  which  they  labour,  by  meaiw 
of  having  His  Majefty 's  troops  and  horfes  quartered  on  them— 
That  the  price  which  they  now  had  for  the  accomntodation  which 
they  were  compelled  to  give  to  fuch  troops,  differed  but  little  from  what 
was  allowed  in  the  reign  of  King  William,  and  that  no  advance  had 
been  made  in  that  price  for  the  laft  fixty  years. — That  in  confe-  * 
quence  of  fuch  quartering,  their  lofs  now,  altogether,  amounted  to 
near  one  {hilling  per  day  for  each  man  and  horfe,  to  the  great  dlftrcfi 
of  feme,  and  if  fome  relief  was  not  granted,  to  the  inevitable  ruin 
of  fome  of  the  petitioners.  The  petition  prayed,  in  gieneral  terms, 
fach  relief  as  to  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  the  Hoiife  fhould  fcem 
roeet,  and  to  be  heard  by  themfelves  or  counfel,  &c.  Mr.  Main- 
waring  then  moved,  that  the  petition  be  referred  to  a  Committee, 
that  they  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  it  as  it  Ihall 
appear  to  them  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  laid,  that  this  was  a  matter  of  great  im* 
putanee,  and  highly  deferving  of  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  and 
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he  thought  they  ought  to  proceed  with  more  deliberation  than  dutt 
of  referring  at  once  to  a  Committee.  If  the  petition  was  now 
merely  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  it  would  not  remain  always 
in  that  lituation,  unlefs  thofc  who  had  prefented  it  were  negligent  of 
their  duty,  which  he  had  no  reafon  to  fufpe<ft ;  but  as  he  thou^f 
that  oothing  ought  to  be  done  upon  the  fubjed  without  a  full  in* 
quiry,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  b^ft  ftep  that  could  be  taken  now, 
was  that  of  fimply  ordering,  the  petition  to  be  laid  on  the  tabic  of 
thcHoufe. 

A  ftiort  converfation  toolc  place,  which  wa$  fupported  by  Sir 
Edward  KnatchbuU,  Colonel  Rolle^  Mr,  Walwin,  Mr.  Wiglcy, 
and  Mr.  Mainwaring  ;  which  ended  in  the  motioh  for  the  petitioa. 
being  referred  to  a  Committee,  being  withdrawn,  and  the  pctitioH 
ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FOX  moved  the  order  of  die  day  for  the  attendance  pf  fuch 
Members  as  did  not  anfwer  to  the  call  of  the  Houfc,  which  being 
read,  and  feveral  defaulters'  names  being  called  over,  z  general  order 
was  made  for  the  attendance  on  Tuefday  next,  of  all  thofc  wht 
had  not  yet  anfwered. 

On  motion  being  made,  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
relating  His  Majefty's  marine  forces  while  on  fhore.  The  Com- 
inittee  of  Supply,  and  of  Ways  and  Means,  were  deferred  to  Monday 
next. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  fecond  reading  of  th« 
Bill,  emjtowering  His  Majefty  to  fecure  and  detain  fuch  perfons  as 
he  (hall  fufpeft  to  be  confpiring  againft  his  perfon  and  Government, 
the  fpeaker  put  the  queftion,  that  this  bill  be  now  read  a  fecond  time. 
Mr.  LAMBTON  faid,  that  all  along,  and  even  fince  thi» 
matter  was  firft  thought  of,  his  fentiments  had  been  uniform,  and 
the  opinion  which  he  had  at  laft  formed,  was  not  one  that  was 
raihly  or  haftily  adopted,  but  was  fuch  as  gradually  grew  up  in  his 
mind  on  the  mature  deliberation  of  events  as  they  had  happened. 
In  May  1792,.  when  his  A^ajefty*s  firft  proclamation  was  iffucd 
againft  certain  feditious  and  inflammatcMry  writings  and  publications, 
he  doubted  the  profeffed  objed  of  thofe  who  advifed  His  Majcfiy 
to  iffue  that  proclamation.  It  was  hardly  rational  to  fuj^fe  the 
real  view  was  nothing  but  to  warn  the  public  againft  the  fcSi°^^ 
efFeft  of  fuch  publications,  becaufe,  had  they  been  really  the  object 
of  his  Majefty's  advifers,  the  proclamation  muft  have  been  nearly 
€X)eval  with  the  publications  complained  of,  when  in  truth  thcie 
writings  were  notorioufly  publifhed  near  two  years  before  the  pro- 
clamation iiTued,  and  in  the  interim,  nothing  wa&  heard  of  ironj 
Government  upon  that  fubjeft,  although  the  writings  which  «» 
i  "  , 
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been  fince  complained  of,  had  been  all  this  while  in  general  and 
terjr  extenfive  circulation,  nor  was  there  one  ftep  taken»  or  word 
feid  of,  or  for  the  ptofccution  of  any  one  of  the  authors  of  tfiefe 
triminal  proceedings  ;  he,  therefore,  fufpeded  that  there  were 
fome  views  id  iiTuing  that  proclamation  which  were  not  exprefled 
in  the  words  of  it.  His  fufpicions  became  confiderably  hicrcafed  in 
the  November  following,  when  he  heard  their  account  of  the  in- 
furre6lions  which  were  made  the  pretexts  for  calling  out  the  militia 
and  the  fudden  meeting  of  Parliament  ;  fafts  which  were  entirely 
done  away,  and  difproved  by  many  gentlemen  who  had  local 
knowledge  of  the  circumftanccs  where  they  were  faid  to  have  hap- 
pened ;  and  to  one  of  which  much  relied  upon  at  the  time,  he 
himfelf  could  fpdak  upon  pofitive  authority,  viz.  that  at  Shields  ;  an 
infurredion  which  had  no  more  to  do  with  any  political  writings  or 
opinions,  than  they  had  to  do  with  the  intrigues  of  the  Vatican  or 
the  councils  of  the  Divan.  But  thofe  fufpicions  were  fully 
confirmed  in  a'fliort  time  afterwards.  For,  when  an  honourable 
friend  of  his,  wifhing  to  relieve  the  public  from  the  alarms  which 
thefe  ininiflerial  arts  had  created,  moved  in  the  Houfe  for  a  Com- 
ttnittee  to  inquire  into  thcfe  alledgcd  plots  and  confpiracies,  the 
Minifter  oppofed  the  motion,  and  it  was  confequently  negativecT.— 
Why  wei'e  thefe  plots  not  inquired  into  ? — Bccaufe  inquiry  at  that 
time  fuited  not  the  views  and  purpofes  of  the  Minifter  and  hit 
adherents.  They  had  projci^s  which  could  not  be  anfwered  by  that 
plain,  honeft,  and  diredt  method,  aad  therefore  of  inquiry  into 
thefe  plots  and  confpiracies  we  heard  no  more  for  a  confiderable 
time:  about  fixteen  months  afterwards,  however,  the  Minifter 
himfelf  thought  fit  to  come  forward  and  call  for  inquiry  into  plots 
ind  confpiracies,  and  extraordinary  indeed  was  the  condud  of  Par- 
liament upon  that  occafion  \  wc  had  read  of  the  long  Parliament,  and 
of  the  fump  Parliament ;  poflibly  poftcrity  might  view  a  confiding 
Parliament  in  no  better  light  than  either ;  for  a  confiding  Parliament 
it  was  which  gave  the  Minifter  credit  for  his  affertions,  and  agreed 
to  fufpend  the  Habeas  Corpus  a6l  on  the  ftrength  of  it.  He  voted, 
he  faid,  againft  all  thefe  propofitions  of  the  Minifter  ;  nothing  had 
happened  to  change,  but  many  circumftanccs  had  to  confirm  that 
opinion,  and  therefore  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to  agree  to  the 
motion  now  before  the  Houfe,  which  waa  for  the  fecond  reading 
of  a  bill  for  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus  ad,  nor  could  any  man, 
in  his  opinion,  fairly  agree  to  fuch  fufpenfiqn,  unlefs  new  plots 
and  frcfti  confpiracies  were  proved  to  have  been  formed,  and  that 
proof  regularly  and  fairly  brought  before  that  Houfe  ;  a  thing  which 
was  not  even  pretended  in  this  cafe.     It  has  been  faid,  he  obfprvcd, 
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that  this  bill  is  nbt  a  local,  but  a  partial  flifpendon  of  this  ad— 

This  sqppeared  to  him  the  verieft  quibble  ever  urged  before  a  grave 

affembly-— perhaps  it  Was  not  a  total  fufpenfion,  but  it  was  a  fufpcn- 

fion  to  this  amount  6f  effed,  *  *  that  His  Majefty 's  Minifters  may,  at  will 

and  pleafure,  imprifon  whom  he  pleafes,  where  and  wt^en  he  pleafes, 

without  affording  to  fuch  perfon  any  information  as  the  offence  with 

which  he  was  charged,  or  who  his  accufer  was  ;  that  he  could  at 

difcretion  withhold  the  privilege  of  bail,  and  confine  in  loathfooie 

dungeons  any  man  in  Great  Britain,  fave  the  Members  of  the  two 

Houfes  of  Parliament."     Is  tliis  no  fufpenfion  of  the  operations  of 

the  Habeas  Corpus  aS  upon  our  perfonal  Englifh  liberties  ?  No  one 

meant  to  contend  it  was.fo  total,  as  to  extend  to  Individuals  under 

adion  for  other  offences,  entirely  unconneSed  with  fcditious  or 

treafbnable  praSices. — Was  the  fufpenfion  ever  niore  general ;  wai 

it  fo  in  1 745  ?     He  believed  not ;  nor  need  it  to  be,  for  all  the 

purpofes  cither  of  complete  fecurity,  if  any  real  danger  exifls,  or  of 

complete  oppreflTion,  fhould  a  bad  Minifter  be  inclined  to  make  a 

bad  ufe  of  it. — ^In  anfwer  to  all  this,  he  fliould  be  told,  perhaps, 

of  the  lenity  and  indulgence  which  had  accompanied  the  cxefcifcof 

the  power  given  to  Minifters,  by  this  bill,  which,  he  would  ob- 

ferve,  that  no  man,  in  a  free  country,  fhould  be  tl^us  left  at  the 

mercy  of  Minifters,  unlcfs  there  was  fome  great  and  preffing  occa- 

fion  that  made  it  neceffary.   If,  however,  Minifters  have  in  many 

inftances  (as  is  notorious  they  have)  (hewn  this  lenity,  indulgence 

in  the  admiflion  of  many  of  the  privileges  of  bail,  though  he  might 

applaud  their  humanity,  yet  he  could  hot  but  think  it  furnifheda 

prefumptive  inference  that  thefe  plots  and  confpiracies  did  not  cxift 

to  that  dangerous  extent,  were  not  of  that  oveibcaring  fiie,  as  to 

call  for  a  meafure  ultima  necejfitatisy  fortifying  a  furrender  of  our  moft 

valuable  rights  and  privileges ;  for  if  it  did  exift  to  fuch  an  extent 

and  fize,  then  this  lenity  became  a  breach  of  duty,  in  as  much  as 

it  could  be  neither  prudent  nor  politic,  nor  fafe  to  fet  at  laigc,  and 

to  ufher  into  the  world  again  thefe  confpirators,  pending  the  invcfB- 

^  gation  of  a  confpiracy,  fo  dangerous  and  extenfive,  "yhctfe  intrigues 

and  artifices  might  baffle  the  juftice  of  the  nation,  or  even  rekindle 

the  flame  in  fome  diftant  part  of  the  country,  where  the  vigilance , 

and  exertions  of  Government  might  not  reach. — On  the.firftdajr 

of  the  feflion,  he  felt  confiderable  indignation  at  the  do<9rines 

which  he  heard  from  fome  gentlemen  in  that  Houfe,  on  thefubjcfl 

of  trial  by  Jury,  and  the  prefumption  of  law  as  to  guilt  and  inno-, 

.  cence.     He  tliought  it  a  principle  of  law  fo  well  and  fo  generally 

underftood — '^' that  every  man  is  to  be  deemed  innocent  until*  he  t* 

proved  to  be  guilty,"  that  no  Englifh  gentleman  would  deny  it.  f* 
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fliis  was  the  cafe,  what  was  to  be  faid  of  the  cafe  of  men  whom 
the  law  had  acquitted  ?  Are  we  not,  a  feriioriy  upon  ftill  ftronger 
grounds  of  prefumptioil,  to  coiifider  that  man  innocent,  who  has 
been  aftually  abfolved  from  thfe  charge  of  guili  by  the  vefdift  of 
an  honeft  and  iin  honourable  Jury  ?  Arid  yet  the  Houfe  had  heard 
an  honourable  Member  make  ufe  of  the  phrafe  **  an  acquitted  felon." 
What  tiiuft  his  feelings  be  when  he  heard  fuch  a  fentence  in  an 
Englifli  Houfe  of  Corhmons  ?  He  did  not  fay  that  a  Member  of 
diat  Houfe  might  not,  in  his  individual  capacity,  form  his  opinion, 
ixprefs  his  doubts,  upbh  the!  fuppofed  eS^dence,  and  differ  in  the 
iconclufion  donfadned  in  the  Verdid  of  any  Jury^^^but  he  itiuft  think 
it  an  infuU  to  thit  Excellent  fyftem  of  triaj,  arid  a  (hameful  injury 
to  the  individuals,  td  have-  it  announced,  iil  that  public  Affembly 
of  the  Nation,  that  men,  who  had  been  acquitted  by  a  fair  verdift^ 
<HigJit  to  be  cbnfidered  in  no  bcttct  light  than  as  culprits  and  felons* 
Our  excellent  form  of  trial  by  jury  he  hald  ever  undcrftobd  to  be  16 
admirably  dalcuMted  for  the  dete<Slion  arid  puniftiment  of  all  crimesj 
ftat  it  comnianded  a  verteritiort  and  tcfpedl  for  thofe  very  errors 
and  deficiencies  to  which  it  might  be  accidchtally  liable,  (and  no 
human  inftitution  can  be  perfefit)  frdm  ^11  irien  of  every  defcriptiori, 
but  moft  t)articulafly  ftoni  tiiofe  who,  as  fenators,  are  engaged  in 
the  fbrmatibri  of  la\Vs,  arid  from  thofe  who,  as  lawyers,  are  engaged 
In  the  execiitidrt  or  expounding  of  thofe  laws. r— But  nd  fertators  and 
lawyers  have  traduced  it.  He  begged  not  to  be  miftaken,  or  fup- 
Jwfed  to  deny  the  right  of  Members,  in  certain  dafes  and  ifrtder  cer- 
tain circumftances,  to  arraigrt  die  verdift  of  a  jury — but  \<^hat  were 
the  cafes,  what  the  circumftances  ?  Either  where  he  could  provei 
that  the  Jury  had  been  packed,  or  iriiproperly  imparinelled ;  oi 
Where  die  Judge  had  given  wrong  diredtioris  ;  or  where  an  evident 
partiality  had  appeared  in  any  part  of  the  trial  \  or  where  the  Jury 
had  been  bribed  on  the  one  hand,  or  menaced  by  the  Judge  on  the 
other,  and  had,  in  confequence  of  venality  or  terror,  given  a  wrong 
Vcrdidt  j  irt  either  of  thefe  cafes  arty  Member  of  that  Houfe  had  a 
right  to  complain  of  a  verdtft*  But  was  this  the  Cafe  here  ?-MBy 
fio  means  ;  there  never  was  a. trial  to  which  fo  much  attention  and 
deliberation  had  bech  given,  is  to  thofe  on  which  this  plot  and 
confpiracy  was  founded*— upon  what  principle  therefore  the  perfons 
who  had  been  acquitted  were  to  be  thus  ftigmatked,  (for  what  more 
degrading  fligma  than  to  be  likened  to  acquitted  felons)  upon  what 
principle  fuch  language  was  to  be  held  wldi  impunity  he  was  at  a 
lofs  to  know.  Artother  right  hortourablc  gcntlemari  hid  made  a 
diftin^^ion  between  what  he  called  the  technical  forms  of  law,  by 
Which  a  party  was  tried  and  ac(j[uitted,  and  th<?  moral  guilt  of  fuck 
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pairty ;  this  was  again  an  unfounded  diftindion,  far  the  accufatioJ 
of  treafon  in  this  H«ufe  (whether  according  to  Uw>  cur  not,  was  nql 
his  bufmcfs  to  inquire  now)  was  charged  to  arife  out  of  tt\e  mon^ 
guilt  or  accumulated  adls  of  fedition,  demonftrating  an  intention  ^ 
dangcFOus  to  the  ftate  a§  ^iiredl  afts  of  high  treafon,  therefore  tt^ 
Jury  having  acquitted  the  pcrfons  charged,  had,  upon  his  own  prii|>« 
ciple,  deftroyed  the  diftin<S^ion  which  he  made  between  the  foxtn^A 
acquittal  by  law  of  a  perfon  charged  with  high  treafon,  aqd  tbe 
moral  guilt  of  fuch  a  perfon  who  had  been  guilty  of  ^  crime  equally^' 
dangerous  to  the  State  as  high  treafon.     He,  therefore,  maintained 
that  the  perfons  who  had  been  tried  for  high. treafon  had  been  ac- 
quitted, according  tp  the  dedudlions  of  common  fenfe,  of  both  the 
treafon  and  the  fedition  ;  becaufc  the  object  of  the  profecution  wa% 
to  make  out  and  fubftantiate  treafon  out  of  many  ads  of  fedition; 
the  fadls  failed  on  the  part  of  the  profecutfon,  and  their  own  evir 
dence  difproved  the  cafe  on  the  part  of  the  Crown. 

Another  honourable  gentleman  had  srfked  if  the  exiftence  of  ti^ 
plot  could  be  doubted,  after  the  Grand  Jury;  had  found  the  bill— «• 
to  which  he  would  anfwer,  moft  undoubtedly  it  could,  and  for  Aik 
reafon,  the  evidence  given  before  the  Grand  Jury  was  ex  parte  evi- 
dence, moft  probably  the  evidence  of  fpies  and  informers,  who  at ' 
terwards  committed  perjury  at  the  trial.     But  he  might  be  told,  tba^ 
moft  of  the  evidence  before  the  Grand  Jury  arofe  out  of  documents 
which  were  unqueftionable  as.  to  authenticity.     He  wiihed  to  draw 
a  veil  over  all  that  part  of  the  fubjed,  for  all  thcfe  documents  came 
before  tht  Jury  under  a  deep  impreflion  that  they  muft  be  fufficient 
for  them  to  find  the  bill,  becaufe  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  had, 
by  their  votes,  expreffed  as  much  already.     Should  he  be  afked, 
whether  he  would  advife  that  mode  of  proceeding  againft  a  perfoiv 
accufed  with  a  crime  which  affedted  his  life  ?  he  would  anfwer,  ccr^ 
tainly  not.     Having  made  thefe  obfervations  on  the  late  trial*,  he 
would  a(k  on  what  pretence  did  the  Minifters  come  forward  for  Ac 
renewal  of  this  bill  ? — Were  there  any  new  fads  on  which  it  was 
fupportcd  r — Was  there  any  ground  of  any  kind  for  it  r — He  main- 
tained there  certainly  was  not.     He  wiihed  to  have  fome  informa- 
tion on  thefe  plots  and  confpiraciesy  which  reminded  him  of  a 
line,,  which  is  confidered  by  philofophcr^  and  m'etaphyficians  as  con- 
taining every  poffible  circumftance  of  a  faft— 

^tf/j,  ^uidy  uliy  quibus  auxiliisf  cur,  quomod^,  qttambi 

]^c  begged  to  examine  this  confpiracy  according  to  the  order  rf 
thefe  circumftances,  as  to  who  the.  confpirators  were,  what  the  con- 
fpiracy was,  where  it  v^s,  by  what  aid  and  afliftancc  it  was.  to  i» 
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orried  into  execution,  why  k  was  ondertakcri,  hj  what  means  td 
be  effefted,  and,  laftlf,  at  what  tipne  it  was  attempted.  Firft, 
are  the  coufplrators  new  perfons  lately  difcovercd  ?  If  fo,  we  muft 
have  a  new  Cbmmittee  of  Inquhy,  and  a  new  Report,  upon  which 
wiU  depend  our  judgement  as  to  the  neceflity  of  this  meafufe.— 
But  this  is  fairly  difclaimcd.  Then,  are  they  thofe  men  who  havd 
h6cn  acquitted  ?— 'Let  gentlemen  dtelare  upon  their  cohfciences  whe- 
&er  that  acquittd  does  not  abfolve  them  as  much  from  a  feditiou^ 
as  from  a  trcafonable  confpiracy,  and  negative  the  exiftence  of  thd 
fcdition,  as  much  as  it  can  be  fuppofed  to  do  the  new  law  of  trea- 
fcn,  as  laid  down  by  the  Counfel  for  the  Crown.  Then  of  what 
docs  the  confpiracy  confift  ?  Is  the  fimple  a6t  of  calling  a  Cohven- 
fion  ah  illegal  confpiracy  ?- — Certainly  not  in  England,  whatfcvef 
it  may  be  in  Ireland ;  and  as  to  the  word  Convention,  becauf* 
rfed  by  die  French,  containing  any  inherent  danger,  it  is  too 
pumle  to  fuppofe  it.— 'The  people  of  England  have  a  right  to  fum- 
inon  a  Convention  or  Affenlbly,  call  it  which  gentlemen  pleafe,  ' 
in  order  to  corifider  of  any  grievawes  under  which  they  may  labour^ 
and  to  petition  for  a  redrefs,  be  the  fubjedt  What  it  may,  provided 
it  be  done  in  a  peaceable  and  conffitutional  manner.  The  next 
qocftion  to  be  alked  is,  where  is  the  formidable  confpiracy  ? — Wz^ 
it  in  the  metropolis,  in  different  parrs  of  which,  as  an  honourable 
Member  had  faJd  laft  year,  a'  great  number  of  defperate  villains 
met'  in  night-cellars,  where  they  exercifed  with  knives  and  othe^ 
implements  made  for  the  purpbfe  of  defltu6lion  ;  and  where,  in  the 
dead  of  ni^t,  they  planned  their  horrid  fchemes,  to  the  due  and 
pundual  execution  of  which  they  took  the  moft  folemn  oaths,  arid 
for  the  bj-each  of  which  they  called  for  the  moft  horrid  imprecations  ? 
All  this  had  been  urged  laft  year  to  be  true  ;  although  he  wondered 
that  nodiing  of  it  appeared  in  the  Report.  However,  there  was 
nothing  in  it;  this  was  not  to  be  found  therefore  in  Ix)ndon.  Wag 
it  to  be  found  in  Norwich,  or  in  Derby,  or  in  any  other  part  of 
fte  country  ? — Certainly  not.  He  would  alfo  inquire  by  whofe  aid 
this  confpiracy  was  to  be  carried  into  execution  ?  Has  any  evddenee 
^n  adduced  to  prove  an  application  from  any  mert  in  England  t6 
the  Government  of  France  for  arms,  for  men;  of  for  money,  as 
^^  die  cafe  in  the  rebellion  of  1745  ? — Certainly  not.  Their 
whole  conrie6lion  with  France  is  to  be  found  in  a  few  rafti  filly 
addreffes  fent  to  the  Convention — when  P  Before  England  was  en- 
gaged in  the  war.  His  next  quer)''  was,  why  ?  For  what  purpofc 
'Was  this  confpiracy  fet  on  f(X)t  ?  Minifters  fay  for  the  purpofc  of  fu- 
pcrfcding  the  funflions  of  the  Legiflature,  and  fubverting  the  ex- 

,   ifting  Government  of  the  country.     Here  he  begged  gentlemen  t« 

K  k  2  :      "" 
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refer  to  the  evidence,  and  to  give  it  9.  difpaffionate  confideratlon, 
l>y  which  it  is  clearly  proved,  that  the  refult  of  their  purpofe  was  a 
Parlianjentaty  Reform,  on  the  hroad  bafis  of  univerfal  fufFfage,  at 
recommended  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond. — ^The  next 
query  was,  by  what  means  this  confpiracy  was  to  be  etfe<aed^Was 
it  through  the  medium  of  thofe  famous  pikes,  of  which  we  heard 
fo  much  laft  year — what  have  they  proved  ?  What,  but  the  ab- 
furdity  and  folly  of  the  profecutors  r  Upon  the  firft  trial,  indeed, 
^   they  made  their  appearance,  but  fo  ridiculous  and  contemptible  was 
tile  inference  .drawn  from  them,  that  downright  Ihame  prevented 
their  fecond  appearance  upon  the  ftage.     Did  then  the  vaft  and 
tremendous  ii[ieans  of  the  confpirators  confifl;  in  the  army  of  taybri 
cxercifing  in  a  garret  at  Lambeth,  an  army,'  into  the  middle  of 
which,  he  verily  believed,  either  Townfhend  or  Jealous  might  have 
inarched  without  danger,  and  have  conducted  by  the  collar  their 
Gener^  anc}  his  Aid  du  Camp,  with  perfeft  faf^ty  and  impunity, 
to  the  afting  Magiftrate  in  Bow-ftreet. — Laftly,  at  what  time  have 
thefe  mad  confpirators  undertaken  this  confpiracy  r    Is  it  at  a  time 
pf  general  difaffedlion  to  the  Governmpnt,  or  to  the  Crown  I  Is  it 
at  a  tin>e  of  internal  weaknefs  ?— The  reverfe  is  too  notorious  to  be 
denied.     The  Executive  Government,  in  np  period  of  our  hiftorjr, 
s  was  ever  fo  ftrong ;  in  no  period  of  our  hiftofy  have  we  ever  had  a 
Monarch  on  the  throne  of  England  more  beloved  by  all  ranks  of 
men,  than  is  the  prefent  Monarch,  and  beloved  upon  the  beft  of 
all  titles,  his  private  and  perfonal  virtues.     Could  they  hope  for 
fuccefs  from  our  internal  weaknefs  ?  Loibk  over  the  furface  of  film- 
land, and  you  will  find  it  covered  with  a  piilitia  the  moft  complete 
in  point  of  numbers,  and  equal,  in  point  of  difcipline,  even  to  our 
rcgulars-T-You  wnll  find  Volunteers  and  Fencibles,  loyal  in  difpo- 
iition,  and  ready  to  march  on  the  firft  order  to  any  part  of  the 
kingdom  for  the  fuppreflion  of  any  tumults  and  infurredHons  which 
might  arife — and  is  this  a  ftate  of  dangpr  ?  Have  we  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend the  fuecefs  of  a  confpiracy  with  all  thefe  fafeguards  ?  Muft 
yrt  wantonly  and  ufelefsly  fwell  the  ftate  of  pur  fecurity  by  the  fur- 
^cnder  of  a*law  upon  which  deperids  our  ipoft  valuable  privileges  J 
What  chance,  therefore,  was  there  of  any  fuccefs  to  confpirators 
againft  the  State  ?  ft/foft  indubitably  none.    Let  men  of  honour  and 
ponfcienfze,  therefore,  declare  whether  it  was  a  fit  thing  that  the  peo- 
ple pf  England  fhould,  without  any  reafon,  be  deprived  of  theif 
fights.' — He  could  not  help  thinking  the  fyftem  of  policy  purfucd  of 
Jfite  years  by  His  Majpfty's  Minifter^  wore  an  awful  and  alarmii^ 
f^fpeift.    What  was  this  fyftem' r-r-rTbe  adoption  of  intriguing  tox^t 
fe^V?^  ?5^l?ulated  to  fcparate  tjie  higher  ar^d  lowpr  piaffes  of  ic^^  » 
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£0  draw  9  line  of  demiurcation  between  the  rich  and  die  poor.  A 
fyftem  which  he  was  in  hopes  would  have  been  left  to  the  defpotifm 
ef  ^ufiia  and  Grermany ;  where  the  proud  nobles,  as  if  formed  of 
diflerent  flefh,  of  different  blood,  and  of  different  organs,  are  but 
too  apt  to  confider  their  inferiors  as  mere  brutes  and  beafts  of  bur- 
den. This  is  the  baneful  exotic  tranfplanted  by  Minifters  into 
this  land  of  freedom,  and  fatal  muft  be  its  fruits,  except  nipped 
and  blafted  in  the  bud.  Fear  is  their  fuccefsful  engine,  and  we  all 
know  that  fear  begets  jealoufy,  jcaloufy  partial  oppreflion,  partial 
oppreffion  leads  to  genoal  tyranny,  and  tyranny  to  a  refiftance  (if  ^ 
Engliihmen  may  fay  it  widi  impunity)  big  with  confequences  equal 
perhaps  to  thofc  which  have  produced  all  thofe  fcenes  of  bloodfhed, 
horror,  and  conviilfion,  which  have  laid  low  the  Monarchy  of 
France,  and  have  ihakcn  to  their  very  centers  every  Government 
in  Europe.  This,  he  repeated  was  the  trick,  the  legerdemain  of 
their  Machiavelian  policy,  and  they  had  fucceeded.  Was  this  the 
good  old  fterling  policy  of  Engliflimen  ?— Surely  not.  Surely  the^ 
prominent  and  mofl  beautiful  feature  of  Englifh  policy  was,  to  unite 
them  in -one  bond  of  harmony  and  love  for  the  Conftitution  under 
which  they  were  bodi  proteded.  Not  to  encourage  fufpicion  in 
the  one,  and  envy  in.  the  other,  fo  as  to  make  two  feparate  and 
hoftile  parties.  He  had  filled  the  men  of  wealth  of  this  country 
with  fear,  for  the  polTeflion  of  their  darling  property,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  making  them  look  with  diftruft  on  the  poor,  and  thereby  to 
gain  his  objed  in  taking  away  the  liberty  of  all.  This  might  pafs 
for  a  time,  for  it  had  pafTed — For  a  time  the  opinion  of  the  rich 
would  appear  to  be  the  entire  opinion  of  the  country  ;  and  give  a 
certain  tone  to  its  politics,  but  riiis  was  a  fugitive  and  .  tranfitory 
cloud ;  and  the  whole  people  of  England,  feeing  with  their  own 
eyes,  would  before  long  fpeak  with  their  own  tongues  ;  and  when 
they  fhould  fpeak,  they  would  ipeak  with  a  voice  tliat  would  aroufc 
the  moft  lethargic,  and  intimidate  the  moft  corrupt  and  profligate 
of  their  enemies.  He  had  no  pleafure  in  faying  thefe  things ;  he 
could  wifli  there  was  no  foundation  for  them,  but  thefe  were  not 
times  to  mince  matters,  tliey  were  times  in  which  everj^  honcft  man 
*(hould  fpeak  out  the  real  dilates  of  his  heart. 

Such  were  the  grounds  on  which  tliis  bill  for  the  fufpenfion  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  A(5t  was  to  be  oppofcd  by  him.  .  He  did  not 
mean  to  fay,  that  there  were  not  jperfons  who  wifhed  to  throw 
things  into  confufion.  Defperate  men  have  exifted,  and  will  exift, 
in  every  country  in  the  world,  ^d  at  all  periods,  be  the  Govern- 
meni  ever  fo  good  or  lenient.  Difcontcnt  and  envy  are  not  new 
pfljons  in  the  human  mind  \  nay,  he  would  adinit,  tliat  many  x^^ 
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hot-headed  aAd  intemperate  writings  had  been  iflfued,  more  calcu- 
lated to  inflamei  than  to  enlighten  the  underftanding  of  men ;  but 
€an  wc  find  no  e^ccufe  for  fuch  warmth  and  fueh  intemperance  F  It 
it  no^  natural,  that  men  difgufted  with  thofe  abufes  and  corruptions, 
which  ftalk  in  the  face  rf  day,  and  which  all  men  are  become  afhanndl 
of  denying,  (hoirid  feel  thofe  irritations  of  the  mind,  which  lead  t6 
language  not  quite  fo  mcafured,  or  fo  cautious,  as  miglit  be  expefted 
llfom  apathy,  ignorance,  indifference,  or  hjrpocfify,  Thete  werc^ 
without  doubt,  fuch  men  as  he  had  defcribed  ;  but  what  he  m&n^ 
tained  was,  that  their  numbers  and  their  confequence  was  not,  at 
<hat  day,  fo  formidable  to  the  fafety  and  feeurity  of  our  Govem- 
xncnt,  as  to  juftify  the  meafure  propofed  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman.  Nay,  even  here,  he  eould  not  clofe  hia*  objedions  t0 
this  bill*— they  were  not  to  be  confirted  even  Xij  its  (rperations  upon 
our  perfonal  rights  and  liberties.  He  was  alfo  againil  it,  becaiife 
it  gave  encouragement  to  the  nefa/ious  praftice*  of  thofe  dattinjrbl(J 
fiends,  commonly  calied  fpies ;— for  fiends  of  hell  they  were,  both 
in  thair  objefts,  and  the  nefarious  pradfces  through  whicli  thef 
<»rried  them  into  efFe(S ;  not  only  in  the  calamities  which  thcjf 
brought  upon  others,  but  in  the  curfes  alfo  which  frequeiidy  fett 
tipon  their  own  devoted  heads.  For  how  often  is  perjury  the  pried 
of  their  information— -and  here  he  could  not  bnt  refted  upon  thjtt 
arch  villain,  who  had  attempted  to  take  away  the  life  of  Mr.  Wal- 
ked, and  couple  with  that  refle<Stion  the  inequality  of  puniflitrienfffi 
which,  in  fevcral  inftances  of  late  years  have  marked  our  Judicial 
|MX)ceedings.  There  is  no  blacker  crime  in  the  whole  catalog  of 
human  depravities  than  perjury,  and  when  engaged  in  an  atftempt 
«pon  the  life  of  an  inmccnt  man,  defies  language  to  charaderife  the 
cnormity-r-it  is  worfe  than  felony,  worfe  than  many  cafes  of  mut- 
ider  itfelf.  The  human  mind  fhrinks  back  at  the  idea  of  a  fellow- 
creature,  deliberately  in  his  clofet,  ,or  upon  his  pillow,  with  malice 
calmly  prepenje^  planning  his  talc  of  deftruftion,  to  which  he  muft 
fnake  that  God  a  party,  whofe  omnifcicnce  baffles  all  deceit,  and 
whofe  wrath  never  fails  to  overtake  the  deceiver.  He  did  not  think 
that  he  had  any  thing  more  to  fay  upon  this  fubjcC^,  except  to  take 
notice  or  a  fociety  to  which  he  had  the  honour  to  belong.  Hfi 
-jvas  liappy  the  Minifter  thought  the  views  of  the  fociety  moderate 
and  patriotic  j  obferving  fome  geftures,  he  proceeded  to  fay,  the 
Minifter  fecmcd  to  nod  difTent  from  the  laft  propofition.  He  ftiould 
te  glad  to  fee  the  Minifter  attempt  to  prove  one  a6t  of  the  Society 
of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  or  one  fcntence  written  by  them, 
which  was  not  moderate  and  patriotic. .  He  could  not  help  thank- 
Mig  tlic  Ivliniiter  for  the  opportunity  vhich  he  had  giv^niiiint » 
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fey  fo  much  of  the  fociety  to  which  he  had  alluded,  '  He  hopdd 
their  recent  aftlons  had  proved  what  he  now  faid.  What  had 
that  fociety  lately  done  ?— -They  had  fufpendcd  all  aftive  cqpcra- 
txon  for  a  Parliamentary  Reform.  Had  they  abandoned  their  ob- 
jpdt  ? — CertamJy  not.  But  there  was' one  common  danger  now  in 
which  we  were  all  involved  ;  it  was  paramount,  and  fupcrior,  to 
all  other  confid^raticns .;  it  ^as  therefore  their  duty  to.  refrain,  for 
the  prefent,  from  agitating  the  minds  of  the  public ;  they  had 
therefore  withdrawn  their  efforts  for  a  Parliamentary  Reform. 
How  long  wer^  they  to  be  thus  retired  and  inailive  r  During  the 
continuance  of  our  prefent  calamity ;  no  longer.  When  (faid  be) 
it  fh^  plcafe  God  to  remove  our  prefent  calamity,  we  (hall  then 
ftand  upon'  advantageous  ground  with  the  people  of  this  country.^ 
We  (hall  be  enabled  to  fay  to  them,  the  dangers  and  difficulties 
which  you  have  been  under— -the  calamities  you  have  experienced, 
were  brought  on  by  a  corrupt  Adminiftration,  ading  through  the 
medium  of  a  corrupt  Parliament. — [A  cry  of  Order!  Order!  came 
from  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe.]— Mr.  Lambton  proceeded-^ 
**  The  language  which  I  have  ufed  I  will  repeat,  if  it  has  faded 
bthe  recolledion  of  any  Member  of  this  Houfe:  I  fay  that  will 
be  the  advantage  ground  on  which  we  (hall  (Und,  and  fuch  is  the 
addrcfs  which  I,  for  one,  (hall  mate  to  the  people  of  this  country, 
and  I  will  defy  the  artifices,  of  ariy  fet  of  men  to  counteradt  itp 
fox  I  know  there  is  a  great  deal  of  difcernment  in  the  people  of  di» 
oouotry." 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  faid,  there  was  no  man  in 
that  Houfe  who  felt  more  the  immenfe- importance  and  magnitude 
of  thefubjcift  than  he  did  :  perhaps  there  were  circumftances  whict^ 
made  his  feelings  upon  it  ftronger  than  thofe  of  moft  of.  the  gentle- 
men in  that  Houfe.  The  fituation  he  had  the  honour  to  hold,  had 
thrown  a  duty  upon  him  as  fevere,  in  every  fenfe  of  the  word,  as 
equld  be  thrown  upon  any  individual.  In  rifing  tofpeak  upon  this 
qu^ftion,  ^he  fck  no  animofity,  no  warmth  ;  he  had  no  other  objedV 
hut  truth.  'In  d\e  courfe  of  what  he  had  to  fay,  it  was  his  obje<fl 
to  convince,  and  not  to  offend.  The  duty  he  had  to  perform  was 
of  too  folcmn,  too  important'  z  nature,  and  he  fhould  be  unworthy 
of  the  fituation  he  held,  if  he  did  in  any  point  endeavour  to  raif- 
kad  the  judgment  of  the  Houfe.:  The  duty  which  had  been- 
thrown  upon  him  was  to  condud  a  great  public  profccution,  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  render  it  effectual ;  but  it  was  alfo  his  duty  not-to 
render  it  effcAual  by  violating  any  one  of  the  rules  of  the  law  or  of 
juftice.  He  hoped,  in  ihis  particular,  his  condud  was  not  liable 
to  ccnfure  j  of  this  he  was  fure,  that  he  had  a6l^d  ftri^lly  ac<:ording 
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to  thd  diiSbtes  of  his  confcicncc— -In  bringing  forwafd  this  mca- 
furc,.  he  admitted  in  the  fulleft  marifier.  what  had  fallen  from  gentle- 
men on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfc,  viz.  that  vciy  clear,  very 
ftrong  grounds  (hould  be  made  out  beford  they  could  affent  to  die 
motion. — Indeed,  fo  ftrongly  did  he  feel  that  it  was  the  right  rf 
the  4)eople  to  have  this  a<ft  in  force,  unlefs  in  cafes  of  emergency^ 
that  If  he  had  had  reafori  to  think  that  there  cxiftcd  no  real  cade 
why  the  bill  (hould  continue  irt  eiciftence,  he  would  himfelfhavc 
come  forward  early  in  tlie  feflion,  to  have  propofed  the  repeal ;  fbf, 
though  the  aft  was  limited  to  the  firft  of  February,  yet,  in  his  opi- 
nion,, not  one  day  ftiould  be  loft  in  teftdririgthe  Habeas  Corpus  aft 
Srftcr  the  danger  had  ceafed. — Whether  that  danger  did  or  did  ndt 
cxift  at  this  moment  in  fuch  a  degree  als  to  juftify  tlie  continuandc 
of  the  fufpenfion,  was  a  point  upon  which  he  differed  from  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  and  he  wvls  afraid  froih 
feveral  other  gentlemen  in  that  Houfe^     He  was  aware'  that  it  was 
not  a  popular  meafure  to  propofe  thfe  renewal!  of  this  bill :  he  kneW 
that  popular  opinion  had  been  much  mifled  \jtpon  this  fubjed,  and 
that  fome  pains  had  been  taken  to  prevent  the  people  from  viewing 
it  in  its  proper  light.     He  confeffed  that  he  felt,  in  common  with 
other  men,  a  certain  degree  of  reTu<SanCe  in  taklrig  the  lead  in  aft 
unpopular  meafure  ;  but  when  he  was  called  upon  by  reafon,  bjr 
.confcience,  by  his  duty  to  his  country,  to  perform  die  talk,  ht 
would  do  it  boldly.     He  could  not  but  lament  extemcly  the  temper 
of  mind  which  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  had  dif- 
played  upon  this  queftion. — He  had  known  that  gentleman  from 
his  infancy,  he  knew  the  virtues  of  his  hc^rt,  he  knew  the  powert 
of  his  mind,  he  knew  the  great  extent  of  his  property,  and  it  was 
that  knowledge  of  him  which  made  him  regret  the  temper  in  which 
he  had  fpoken  upon  this  fubjcd.     Whenever  he  faw  a  man  of  hii 
weight  and  confequenCe  in  the  country  profelTmg  fuch  fentiments, 
and  fupporting  them  with  fo  miuch  vehemence,'  it  always  called  to  Hi 
tefledion  a  letter  written  by  pcrfons  calling  themfelves  the  Editors  of 
the  Patriot  (a  paper  publiflied  at  Sheffield)  to  the  Conftitutional  So- 
ciety.    This  letter,  after  fuggcfting  a  variety  of  ways  of  inftilling 
difcontent  into  the  minds  of  the  people,  goes  on  thus  :  "  Whcnevef 
you  find  men  apprehenfivc  that  an  attempt  at  reform  may  product 
confufion  and  the  deftrudlion  of  property,  alk  them  if  they  kriow  fuch 
a  man  (namingone  of  great  fortune  and  charafter  in  the  neighbourhood^ 
who  is  an  advocate  for  reform),  he  will  fay  yes  :  you  may  then  alk 
him,  whether  he  fuppofes  that  fuch  a  man  would  fupport  a  meafure 
which  had  a  tendency  to  deftroy  all  property,  and  confequently  to . 
ruin  him,  &c/'     Thus  it  was  that  the  gentlemen  who  iwUy  ^ 
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aiaknis  for thcgdod  of  die  country >  were  cited  as  examples  to 
Induce  uninibnncd  men  to  ent^  iiito  all  the  wild  and  dangeioui 
fehemes  of  pretended  reformers.     This  obferVation  he  meant  par* 
,.ticulalrly  to  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  juft  fat  dowii^  de  ti 
fabula  narratup'^^c  hoped  'that  gentleman  would  refleft  feriouflf 
upon  this  advice  ;  his  immenfe  property  gave  him  great  weight  m 
the  country,  and  he  hoped  he  never  would  fuffer  defignirtg  men  to 
ufc  that  weight  for  the  promotion  of  their  owil  views  of  confufiort 
and  anarchy.     This  obfervation  was  ftronger  wheii  applied  to  the 
Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  people.     The  honourable  gentleman 
had  faid  much  in  favour  of  that  Society.     It  was  not  his  intentioii 
to  enter  into  argument  uport  what  might  be  the  intentions  of  that 
Society ;  but  this  he  would  venture  to  fay,  that  the  example  of 
nien,  fiq}pofed  to  be  men  of  confequcnce  in  die  State,  had  beert ' 
^MToduflive  of  ill  effeds  to  the  community.     He  certainly  did  ap- 
prove of  the  condud  of  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  Peoplti 
in  ccafing,  in  the  ptefent  moment,  their  exertions  for  the  obtaining 
a  reform  in  Parliament ;  but  he  fliould  have  approved  of  dieir  con-i 
duft  ftill  more,  if  they  had  fhewn  more  temper^ in  the  addrcfs  by 
which  fhcy  communicated  that  intention  to  the  public  ;  for,  fSroni 
the  way  it  was  written,  it  feemcd  calculated  to  excite  odiers  tt> 
thofe  a6Hts  meafures  which  they  themfelves  had  declined.     With ' 
icfpeft  to  the  meafure  then  before  the  Houfe,  he  had  been  con- 
cerned, in  it  in  a  variety  of  chata(fters,  and  had  been  called  uport 
to  ad  in  it  in  a  variety  of  capacities.  The  firft  fituation  in  which  he 
had  been  led  jto  coniider  this  bufinefs,  was  as  a  Member  of  that  Com- 
mittee to  whom  the  papers  were  originally  referred.     He  then  had 
to  view  it  in  a  more  important  li^t,  as  His  Majefty's  Attorney* 
General;  and  laftly,  he  came  to  con(lder:it  in  a  legtflative  point 
of  view.     Before  he  proceeded  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe  the  grounds 
upon  which  it  appeared  to  him  expedient  to  pafs  this  bill,  he  begged 
leave  to  reply  (hortly  to  fomc  obfcrvations  which  had  £illen  from 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft.     He  had  fpoken  much 
upon  the  nature  and  efFeft  of  the  verdi6t  of  a  jury.     Nothing  could 
be  farther  ftom  his  intention  than  to  fay  one  -word  that  could  be 
confidered  as   difrcfpcdful  to  tl^t  invaluable  inftitutioit ;  no  man 
could  look  upon  juried  with  more  veneration ;  it  was  in  them  that 
the  Conftitution  lived,  moved,  and  had  its  being.     But  great  and 
invaluable  as  the  trial  by  jury  was,  it  could  not  alone  maintain  the 
Conftitution  of  this  country,  particularly  when  attacked  by  fo  many 
4nd  fo  powerful  engines  as  it  was  at  prefcnt.     He  fhould  not  only^ 
fpcak  of  the  verdicts  of  juries  in  general  with  re(]peft,  but  of  the 
pvticular  verdicts  which  had  fo  oft^j^  been  alluded  to.     But  h» 
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ccmcelved  it  was  no  derogation  from  the  chara(fter  of  2  jury  to  fay 
that,  in  a  qucftion  like  the  prcfent,  hfc  (hould  pay  more  deference 
to.  the  opinion  of  Parliament,  than  to  the  opinion  of  a  jury  ;  and 
he  could  not  avoid  faying,  that  nothing  could  be  more  injudicious, 
nothing  more  improper,  than  to  praife  a  jury  at  the  expence  of  a 
Parliament.  But  the  opinion  of  the  juries  who  decided  in  the  lat« 
trials,  and  of  the  opinion  of  Parliament  upon  this  fubjeS,  might 
not  differ  in  the  fmalleft  degree,  notwithdanding  all  that  had  been 
faid  to  fet  the  one  in  oppofition  to  the  other..  The  view  in  which 
it.  was  confidcrcd  by  the  juries,  and  the  purpofe  for  which  they  in- 
veftigated  it,  were  fo  extremely  different  from  the  grounds  upon 
which  it  was  examined  by  Parliament,  that  the  decifion  of  the  one 
had  no  cfFcft  upon  the  oth^r.  No  man  was  more  likely  to  be 
miftaken  than  he  was  ;  but  it  appearecf  to  him  that  it  was  by  no 
means  necefTary  that  any  of  tlie  individuals  accufed  of  treafon,  (hould, 
have  been  conviftcd,  in  order  to  juftify  Parliament  in  palTingj  this 
bill,  becaufe  it  was  not  propofed  on  account  of  the  guilt  of  any 
individual  in  particular,  but  upon  the  exiftencc  of  a  confpiracy.  The 
verdifts  had  acquitted  the  perfons  accufed^;  but  as  to  the  exiftence  of 
the  confpiracy,  the  verdids  faid  nothing,  and  indeed  thatwas  afubjeft 
upon  which  Parliament  was  fully  competent  to  decide  for  itfelf.  If  he 
appeared  tafjpeak  with  too  much  confidence  upon  this  fubjeft,  he  hoped 
the  Houfe  would  forgive  him  ;  fo  much  of  his  time  had  been  fpent  In 
examining,  in  various  points  of  view,  and  for  different  purpofcs, 
that  he,  perhaps,  felt  himfelf  juftificd  in  fpeaking  at  leaft  with 
fome  confidence.  As  a  Member  of  the  Committee,  his  duty  was 
to  examine  whether  there  was  ground  for  the  report  which  was 
made.  As  Attorney-General,  he  had  a  more  important,  a  more 
folemn  duty  to  difcharge.  Upon  cxamimng  every  part  of  the 
Cafe  with  all  the  induflry  and  flcill  he  could  beftow,  he  felt 
himfelf  compelled  to  carry  the  bufinefs  before  a  grand  jury  ;  but 
upon  thisoccafion  he  had  nottrullcd  to  his  own  judgment,  hecon- 
fulted  with  fomc  of  the  ablclt  men  in*  the  profeflion  of  the  law 
{tiot  more  able,  he  thanked  God,  than  thofe  employed  for  thcpri- 
foner&),  and  they  concurred  with  him  in  thinking  it  a  pr^r  cafe 
for  the  confidcration  of  a  grand  jui:y.  Having  taken  thefe  precau^ 
tions, .  the  cafe  was  fubmitted  to  a  grand  jury,  who  fanftioned,  by 
their  concurrence,  the  opinion  he  had  formed.  He  had  often  heard 
cehfures  pafTed  upon  that  power  velted  in  the  hands  of  the  Attorney- 
General,  vix.  that  of  filing  inforniations  ex  officio,  but  he  never 
before  heard  fuch  an  attack  upon  the  charadlef  arid,  fafiions  of  * 
grand  jur)v  which  in  general  is  confidered  as  a  fafeguard  ©f  tfce  ^^^ 
berty  of  the  people^  alnwfl  equal  in  point  of  effeft  witii^  the  petit 
jury.     It  had  been  faid  that  the  grand  jury  tnufi  have  bcenp«c- 
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judiced  from  the  predetermination  of  Parliament.  If  this  ai^rhcnt 
had  arty  weight  at  aW,  it  miift  go  the  length  of  proving  that  it  was 
wrong  for  Parliament  to  interpofe,  though  they  faw  the  country 
threatened  with  imminent  danger,  for  fear  that  it  might  influence 
the  determination  of  a  grahd  jury. 

As  to  the  Grand  Jury  having  proceeded  upon  er  parte  evidence^ 
it  was  true  ;  but  fo  did  every  Grand  Jury,  and  upon  this  occafion 
they  fpent  four  days  in  inveftigating  the  charge,  and  great  part  of  the 
evidence  upon  which  they  founded  their  determination,  was  written 
documents.  But  the  honourable  gentleman  declaimed  M^th  much 
vehemence  upon  the  circumftance  of  fpies  having  been  examined. 
In  the  firft  place,  he  wiflied  to  obferve,  that  very  few  of  the  perfoqs 
coming  under  that  defcription  were  examined  before  the  Grand  Jury ; 
and  with  rcfpedl  to  thofe  examined  at  the  trials,  he  had  done  what 
he  conceived  to  be  his  duty ;  he  had  prefaced  the  examination  of 
thofe  perfons,  by  telling  the  jury  that  they  were  not  to  give  credit 
to  perfons  (Vanding  in  that  predicament,  unlefs  in  points  in  which 
they  were  confirmed  by  other  witnefles,  or  where  they  were  ndt 
contradifted  by  other  witnefles.  He  had  in  the  courfe  of  a  pretty 
aftive  profcflTional  life,  Jbeen  prefent  at  many  trials  in  which  perfons 
called  fpies  had  been  examined,  and  he  never  remembered  Onefinglc 
eafe  in  which  the  oppofite  party  had  gained  fo  little  by  the  attack 
made  upon  then) ;  befides,  the  Houfe  fhould  recoiled^  that  thofe 
fpies  flood  in  a  very  diflferent  predicament  in  thofe  trials  from  what 
they  did  upon  mofl'  occafions.  They  did  not  come  to  fpeak  of  tranf- 
a^ions  which  paflfed  in  a  corner,  they  did  not  come  to  prove  con- 
verfations  between  two  individuals,  and  where,  of  courfe,'  the  per- 
fon  accufed  can  have  no  means  of  defence.  On  the  contrary,  they 
fpoke  to  h6ks  which  happened  every. week  in  public  focieties  ;  and 
if  in  giving  their  evidence  they  had  mif-flated  fa6^s,  there  were  hun- 
dreds of  perfons  who  miglit  have  contradid^ed  them.  But  during  all 
thofe  trials,  that  was  not  the  cafe  in  a  Angle  inftance.  He  there- 
fore had  a  right  to  rely  upon  the  teftimony  given  in  fuch  a  public 
manner  by  uncontradidled  witnefles.  As  to '  the  individuals  who 
had  been  tried  and  acquitted,  he  meant  to  fay  nothing  refpefting 
them ;  he  would  only  remark  generally,  that  in  point  of  law^  and 
indeed  in  point  of  common  fenfc,  the  real  and  the  only  effect:  of  a 
vcrdid  of  not  guilty,  generally  fpeaking,  was,  that  the  perfon  could 
not  be  tried  again  for  the  fame.  No  man  who  pretended  to  know 
any  thing  of  the  theory  of  the  laW— no  man  vfho  knew  any  thing  of 
its  pradice,  could  for  a  nnoment  contend  that  a  verdi(3  of  not  guilty 
was  a  full  eftablifliment  of  the  moral  innocence  of  the  party  accufed, 
*^He  would  put  a  cafe  upon  this  fubje£t ;  fuppofe  upon  a  charge  bf 
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treafon,  any  fei)tleinan  oJF  the  moft  anbkmiihed  honour  was  to  giv« 
evidence  of  an  ovcrt-a<ft,  to  the  fatisfa£iion  pf  every  man  who  heard 
him,  ftill  if  there  was  no  other  evidence,  the  prifoner  mufl  be  ac- 
quitted ;  becaufe  the  law  fays  there  muft  be  two  witneffes  to  every 
pvert-aA— Here  was  a  cafe  of  a  verdia  of  not  guilt}',  in  which 
every  perfon  muft  be  fatisged  of  the  real  guilt  of  the  perfon  acquitted, 
There  were  cafes  even  in  which  the  confeffion  of  guilt  by  the  party 
^ccufed  could  not  be  received  againft  him  in  evidence— In  fuch  a 
cafe,  though  a  jury  might  be  bound  by  law  to  acquit  the  prifoner, 
yet  could  any  man  think  that  the  verdift  of  not  girilty  was  a  proof 
of  moral  innocence.  He  would  ftate  to  the  Houfe  a  moft  extraor- 
dinary faft,  in  corroboration  of  the.  argument  he  had  juft  been  main- 
taining. While^c  and  his  learned  friend  (Mr.  Erflcine)  were  con- 
tending at  the  trials  about  the  meaning  of  a  publication  of  one  of  th? 
focietics,  that  very  focicty  publiftied  another  paper*  avowing  that 
their  meaning  in  the  former  publication  was  exadly  that  which  he 
Jiad  put  upon  it.  But  he  could  not  in  point  of  law^  produce  the  fc- 
cond  paper  to  prove  the  meaning  of  the  firft,  becaufe  the  latter  paper 
was  written  after  the  prifoner  had  been  taken  into  cnftody.  Here 
was  a  cafe  in  which  no  human  being  could  doubt  the  meaning  of  the 
papa: ;  but  yet  he  was  prevented  by  technical  rules  frofn  proving  it« 
Let  us  then,  continued  the  Attorney  General,  prefcrvc  the  Confti- 
tution  in  all  its  branches — let  us  preferve  it  in  Parliament — ^Ict  us 
preferve  it  in  Grand  Juries-— let  us  preferve  it  in  juries — -let  us  pre- 
fcrvc it,  not  by  facrificing  the  one  brancli  to  the  odier,  but  by  giving 
to  each  its  due  portion  of  refpe<ft. — It  would  be  extremely  dangerous 
to  give  into  the  habit  of  treating  the  functions  of  Grand  Juries  with 

..  levity  or  with  difrefpc<£^,  for  that  would  teach  them  to  think  lighdy 
of  their  office,  and  then  they  would  execute  it  negligently — Fortu- 
nately, this  was  not  a  country  in  which  a  man  could  be  tried  for  any 
fpecics  of  offence  whatever,  wirfi  a  counter  revo^utiortary  intention, 
and  then,  if  acquitted,  might  be  taken  up  and  tried  again  for  the 
fame  h&. — The  law  here  was  clear,  the  judges  independent,  the 
juries  upright,  and  the  decifions  refpe<Scd— Sufficient  ground  having 
been  iaJd  before  Parliament  to  juftify  them  or^nally  in  fufpendiig 
the  Habeas  Corpus  aft ;  the  queftion  was,  had  the  vcrdids  of  die 
jiuries  difproved  the  exiftehce  of  the  confpiracy,  and  rendered  thf 
fufpenfiqn  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  aft  unneceiTary  ?  The  honourable 
gendeman  faid,  ^that  the  alarntvraifed  in  179^1  was  totally  without 
foundation,  but  he  would  (hew  the  Houfe  that  thefe  fociedes  weie 
totally  incompatible  with  theGovemment  of  England,  inafmuch  as 
it  was  their  objeft  to  introduai  a  fyftem  of  Government  fimilar  to 
tbat  of  Erance.    Gentlem^j>  have  Ikid^thatthje  iettera  and  addreff<9 
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fentfrom  thi&  country  to  the  French  Convention  were  idle,  fooHfh 
papers.     Whether  the  epithets  of  foolifti  and  idle  oould  be  with 
propriety  applied  to  them,  he  would  leave  it  to  the  Houfe  to  judge. 
It  was  worth  notice  that  the  focietles  in  England  never  addreffe4 
the  Convention  till  after  the  depofition  of  the  King,  but  confined 
their  communications  to  the  Jacobin  and  ojther  focieties.    But  when 
the  Convention  had  depofed  the  King,  then  they  became  a  fit  bddy 
for  the  Englifti  focieties  to  correi'|K>nd  with  ;  accordingly  after  that 
period  numerous  addreffcs  were  fentfrom  the  focieties  in  England  to 
that  thing  calling  itfclf  the  Convention  of  France.     The  Attorney 
General  then  proceeded  to  read  a  variety  of  extrad^s  from  the  corrc- 
fpondence  between  the  two  countries,  proving  the  objed  on  both 
fides  of  the  water  was  the  fanfie.      Having  commented  with  much 
force  upon   thefe  letters  (which  we  forbear  detailing,  they  having 
already  been  before  the  Public  fo  often),  he  .then  proceeded  to  re- 
ift^rk  upon  the  perfons  who  had  delivered  the  Addrefs  at  the  bar  of 
the  Convention  ;  upon  the  writings  of  "Mr.  Joel  Barlow  in  particu* 
lar,  he  animadverted  with  much  fc verity.    He  then  took  a  view  of 
the  principles  contained  in  Mr.  Paine 's  works,  and  remarked,  that 
Mr.  Painc  aqd  Mr.  Barlow,  both  of  whom  had  written  againffMo* 
narchy  with  the  utmoft  violence,  were  ftatcd  by  many  of  the  focie- 
ties to  have  expreffed  their  fentiments  in  thofe  publications.     But 
it  feemed  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  to  praife  the  French  for 
having  depofed  their  King,  to  adopt  all  their  principles,  to  avow 
Ac-fentiments  of  Mr, ♦Paine  and  Mr.  Barlow,  and  toexpref»ahope 
that  the  French  would  foon  fend  over  letters  of  congratulation  to, » 
National  Convention  in  England,  were  idle,  foolifti  aiSls,  and  not 
deferving  of  puniftiment.    But  he  begged  to  afk  the  Houfe,  whether 
men  afling  upon  fuch  principles  as  thefe  were  not  dangerous  ?  and 
whether,  as  thefe  fOcieties  had  not  difavowed  thefe  principles,  it  wat 
iK)t  neceflkry  that  Government  ftiould  be  armed  with  extraordinary 
power  to  reiift  them  ?  There  was  one  fa6t  rather  of  a  lingular  nature^ 
to  which  he  wiftied  to 'call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  which  was> 
that  the  Addrefs  from  the  London  Conftitutional  Society  to  th$  Na^ 
tional  Convention  t>f  France,  was  voted  in  the  month  of  November, 
1792  ;  and  in  the  fame  mOnth  the  Convention  paffed  their  famous 
decree,  in  which  they  offer  to  affift  the  fubjedls  of  every  coimtiy 
^inft  their  Governors. 

The  Attorney  General  then  went  through  a  regular  detail  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  feveral  focieties  from  the  month  of  Novembct* 
1792,  down  to  the  meeting  at  Chalk  Farm  in  1 794,  commcntir^^ 
upon  each  paper  as  he  went  along,  and  proving  the  feditious  ifiten* 
^MVs  of  iti  fix:ieUes»     Upon  the  Scotch  Convention  he  dwelt  fo^ 
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fomc  time,  and  contended  that  it  was  ve rj'  abfurd  to  fuppofc  the  in- 
tention df  that  Convention  was  to  apply  to  Parliament  for  redrefs, 
when  every  part  of  their  proceedings  ihewed  clearly  that  they  bad  no 
fuch  intention'.  Mr.  Attorney  General  then  adverted  to  the  fubjeft 
of  arms,  and  faid  it  was  impoffible  to  fuppofe  thofe  arms,  which  were 
made  all  alike,  had  been  manufactured  in  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom  at  the  fame  time,  by  accident.  It  muft  have  been  a  pre- 
concerted plan — a  j)lan,  fortunately  for  this  countn',  prevented  by 
the  vigilance  of  Parliament.  He  concluded  with  faying,  he  (hould 
have  no  objedVion  to  the  infertion  of  a  claufe  in  the  bill  to  enable 
Parliament,  if  the  caufc  ceafed,  to  repeal  the  bill  even  during  this 
fefilon,  fo  anxious  was  he  that  it  (hould  not  cxift  a  moment  longer 
jthan  the  urgency  of  thd  cafe  required.  But  feeling,  as  he  did,  that 
there  cxifted  in  this  country  at  the  prefent  moment  a  very  conlider- 
able  degree  of  danger,  the  duty  he  owed  to  the  conftitu^ion  induced 
him  to  propofe  this  bill,  though  at  the  fame  time  no  man  felt  more 
regret  than  he  did  that  there  (hould  exift  a  neceffity  for  fuch  a  niea- 
fure. 

Mr.  }EKYLL  expre(red  his  aftoni(hment  that  the  hondurabfe 
and  learned  gentleman  (hould  not,  in  propofing  a  farther  fufperifion 
of  the  deareft  and  moft  facred  privilege  of  Englishmen,  have  brouglit 
forward  one  new  h6k  for  their  confideration.  His  fpeech  confilled 
entirely  of  the  old  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee,  newly  hafiied 
up,  and  of  the  evidence  brought  forward  In  the  late  trials,  and  con- 
tradifted  by  repeated  dcctfions  of  juries.  Irf(hort,  the  Houfe,  upon 
grounds  which  would  in  any  other  cafe  bfe  admiffible,  were  a  fecond 
time  deiired  to  fufpend  this  moft  imp<3rtant!  part  of  the  Briti(h  con- 
"ftitution.  The  bill  was  now  held  out  as  a  raeafure  of  prevention ; 
a  new  phrafe  was  employed  to  fuit  the  new  occafion  ;  it  was  faid 
to  be  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  a  difpofition  to  moral  guilt— a 
thing  which  had  not  been  before  heard  of  as  an  objeft  of  legiflatiw 
precaution.  The  Attorney  General,  in  his  fpeech,  feemed  to  hold 
out  that  Societies  ought  not  t )  meet  for  the  jxirpofe  of  influencing 
•Parliament.  He  affirmed  that  they  might,  provided  that  they  pur- 
fucd  their  objefl:  in  a  legal  manner.  Was  any  man  wild  enough 
to  think  that  Parliament,  if  left  alone,  would  ever  fet  about  reform- 
ing itfelf  ?  The  Attorney  General  had  affirmed,  that  not  nine-tenths 
of  thofe  who  compofed  the  Societies  underftood  what  really  was  the 
objeft  purfued  by  their  leaders.  One-tenth  then  could  only  be 
charged  with  any  degree  of  criminality.  And  he  would  not  mate; 
fo  fevere  a  fatire  upon  the  piofeffion  of  which  he  was  a  member,  as 
to  fay,'  that  the  juftice  of  the  country,  adminiftcred  according  to  the 
nfual  courfe  of  law,  was  not  fufficient -to  punUb  (0  ^minutivc  a 
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number.  He  would  not  affirm  that  it  was  fo  paralyfcd,  fc  dcbiii- 
tatcd  in  its  operations,  as  to  render  neceflary  the  intervention  of 
new  and  extraordinary  a(^s  of  the  Legiflature.  If  it  was  the  objedl 
to  rcprefc  .(edition,  the  Crown  furel y  had  not  been  fparing  of  profe^' 
cution  forfedition.  Wal  then  the  Habeas  Corpus,  the  grand  bul- 
wark of  the  liberties  of  Engliflimen,  to  be  fufpended  for  the  crime 
of  a  few  individuals  ?  He  could  not  help  remarkhig,  that  fomc  at- 
tempts had  been  made  to  prejudice  the  minds  of  the  Houfe,  with 
refpcd  to  the  late  decifions  of  the  juries,  attempts  which  he  lament- 
ed both  as  a  man  and  a  Legiflator.  Attempts  have  been  made*  to 
throw  a  certain  flur  on  the  verdi<f\  of  a  jur)%  who  had  not  been  able 
to  find  the  moral  and  metaphyfical  guilt,  attributed  to  the  perfon» 
who  had  been  tried,  proved  by  any  defcription  of  overt  z&s.  One 
cxpreflion  of  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Windham)  had 
been  a  good  deal  bandied  about ;  the  exprcflion  to  which  he  alluded 
Was  that  of  **  acquitted  felons."  The  nght  honourable  gentleman 
fcemed  fearful  that  this  expreflion  (bould  be  made  ufe  of  as  a  watch- 
word ;  he  certainly  was  not  one  who  wifhed  to  ufe  ii  for  that  pur- 
pofe  ;  but  hq  muft  remark,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not 
njuch  mended  it  by  his  explanation,  when  he  likened  the  indivi- 
duals acquitted  in  the  late  trials,  to  pcrfons  in  the  fituation  of  ac- 
quitted felons.  He  did  not  underftand  this  language,  as  applied  to 
men  acquitted  by  a  Britifli  jury.  He  was  happy  to  find  that  the 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman  (the  Attorney  General)  reprobated 
all  fuch  language,  and  confidered  thofe  who  ufcd  it  with  refpedl  to 
the  verdiift  of  a  jury,  as  guilly  of  moft  capital  injufticc.  This  point 
was  moft  ably  detailed  in  afpeech  delivered  by  a  notle  Lord, in  that 
Houfe,  and  afterwards  given  by  him  to  the  Public  in  the  (hape  of 
a  pamphlet. 

Mr.  Jekyll  here  read  the  following  paffage  from  the  fpeech  of 
Lord,Morniugton,  on  the  firft  day  of  laft  fcflion.  (Vide  the  Par- 
liamentary Regifter,  Vol.  xxxvn.) 

*  I  have  quoted  thl«  paffionate  invedlive  againft  mercy  and  juftice, 
for  the  purpofe  of  apprizing  you  of  the  general  ideas  oft^e  Legijlators  oi 
France  upon  the  fubjed  of  perfpnal  liberty  ;  I  will  now  read  to  you  the 
W  which  pafled  on  the  lyiJh  of  September. 

'*  T.  Immediately  after  the  publication  of  the  prefcnt  decree,  all  fuf- 
jiefted  perfons,  who  fliall  be  found  within  the  territory  of  the  Republic, 
and  who  are  yet  at  large,  fhall  be  put  into  a  flate  of  arrcft.  ' 

"  2.  Civil  and  driminal  tribunals  may  detain  as  fufpefted  perfons,  thofe 
^''Hofe  indi£lments  have  been  thrown  out  by  the  juries  of  accufation  pre- 
vious to  trial,  and  thofe  who  (lull  have  Hood  their  trial  and  have  beea 

*  By  the  laft  article  of  the  law^  a  clafs  of  perfons  is  included,  very  in- 
c^nftdj^rable  tadecd  in  number^  but  wbleh  one  might  fuppofe  to  be  eX' 
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empc  from  fufpicion  even  under  all  the  Tigilance  and  jealoufy  of  a  ReTo<>' 
lurionary  Govern meot ;  I  mean  thofe  who  have  been  acquitted  by  thd 

previous  jury  of  accufation,  or  who  have  been  declared  innocent  after  a  te- 
gular and  folemn  trial,  Bv  reference  to  the  daily  lids  which  arc  publifh-^ 
cd  of  criminals  conderancdf  or  acquitted  by  the  Revolutionary  7{U>unals; 
I  findy  that  far  the.  greater  proportion  of  the  very  few  who  haVrthe  for* 
tune  to  cfcape  death,  is  detained  in  prifon  on  grounds  of  fufpicion  at  the 
mere  reqiiintion  of  the  public  accufer.  This  is  the  perfe6tion  of  tyranny^ 
It  i»  not  enough  to  deprive  men  of  their  liberty  without  alledgmg  any* 
fpecific  crime  againft  them,  or  without  admitting  them  tda^hcaring  ;  but 
even  after  they  have  been  heard  and  declared  innocent,  tixcy  arc  flill  fub* 
je'dled  to  penalties  which  belong  only  to  convidted  guiit.' 

It  had  been  faid  that  the  perfons  who  had  been  acquitted,"  ha<f 
fufFered  np  punilhment.     Was  it  no  penalty  to  them  to  go  forth  to 
the  Public,  branded  with  the  charge  of  treafon,  and  ftigmatifed  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  the  name  of  acquitted  felons  ?      Were 
they,  in  confequence  of  the  farther  fufpenlion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus, 
to  be  re-committed  upon  the  old    miferable  chaos  of  evidence,  and 
to  be  tried  again  ?  It  was  faid  that  an  imprifonmcnt  of  feven  morrths 
was  no  ptmifhment,  and   that  they  niuft  have  fufFered  this  impri- 
fonmerit  whether  the  aft  had  been  puffed  or  not.     'No  doubt  it  muft 
have  been  extremely  ferviceable  to  their  health  to  have  detained 
them  fo  long  in  the  Tower,  and  have  given  them  leave  to  walk  thei 
ramparts,  and  hear  the  lions  roar.     But  he  aiErmed,  that  except 
the  aft  had  paffed,  which  it  was  the  objeft  of  their  difcufHon  to  re-* 
new,  it  would  have  been  imprafticable  to  have  detained  them  fb 
long,  and  they  muft  neceffarily  have  been  tried  fooncry  according  to 
the  ufual  courfe  of  law^.     The  Attorney  General  had  dwelt  upon 
the  conviftions  in  Scotland,  as  pointing  out  the  conneftion  between 
the  plot  carried  on  by  the  Societies  here,  ♦  No  doubt,  fome  manage- 
ment had  been  exercifed  ^ith  refpeft.to  the  trials  in  Scotland.  '  An 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Anftruther)  had  been  fent 
down  there  to  teach  them  Englifh'  law,  not  furely  frpm  any  expe- 
rience which  he  had  had  of  the  prafticc  of  the  Englifli  Courts,  ac* 
eompanied  with  an  Englifh  clerk,  for  the  fake,  hcfuppofed,  ofex- 
t)laining  the  Scotch  language.     The  confequence  of  all  this  manage- 
ment and  preparation,  on  the  part  of  Minifters,  was  hanging  on€ 
of  their  own  fpies.     He  did  not  know  whether  it  was  any  part  of 
the  original  contraft,  that  this  fpy  fhould  fubmit  to  be  hanged,  whm 
it  was  found  neceffary,  for  the  fervice  of  the  caufe.     After  all  thi      '. 
libels  upon  the  charafterof  Englifhmcn,  after  alt  the  charges  which 
had  been  held  out  of  tteafonable  difpofition,  what  did  take  place  af- 
ter all  the  late  acquittals  ?  Nothing  but  that  decent  and  animated 
triumph,  which  terminated  in  condufting  to  their   houfes  the  two 
Advocatts,  who,  by  thdr  cxcrtioiis  on  the  trials,  had  done  them* 
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fcJves  imrtloftal  honour.      Every  one  had  d  right  to  rejoice  in  the 
event  of  thofe  acquittals,  becaufe,  in  confcqucnce  'of  them,  every 
one  felt  himfelf  more  fecure  in  the  poffeflion  of  the  privileges  which 
he  enjoyed  as  a  Britifh  fubjeft.     Who  did  not  know,  that  if  con- 
victions had  taken  place,  Miniftcrs  might  not  have  had  warrants 
ready  to  iffue  againft  any  one  who  might  have  rendered  themfclves 
obnoxious  by  oppofition  to  tjieir  meafures  ?    The  Attorney  General,    . 
by  coming  down,  without  any  new  fk6ls,  to  propofc  a  farther  fufpen- 
fion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  had  fhewn  that  it  was  now  confidered  as 
a  mere  matter  of  courfe.     The  whole  of  the  proceedings  on  this  bu- 
finefs  might  probably  be  confidered  as  a  mifcrablc  artifice  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  carrying  on  the  war.      He    did  not  fay  th:it  Government  > 
niight  not  have  other  pbjcd:s  in  view  ;  he  had  no  doubt,  that  if  they 
had  been  able  to  effectuate  their  purpofe,  they  would  have  been  ex- 
tremely glad  to  have  laid  the  liberties  of  the  Britiih  fubjcds  at  their 
feet,     Mr.  Jckyll  here  alluded  to  the  fyllerri  of  fpies,  which  had 
been  countenanced  and  avowed  by  Miniftcrs  ;  a  fyftem  fo  contrary 
to  the  nature*  of  Engliflimen,  that  when  they  wiftied  to  find  a  nam« 
for  it,  it  was  neceffary  for  them  to  refort  to  the  language  of  another 
country.     As  a  proof  that  this  fyftem  was  not  abandoned  by  Mini- 
ftcrs, he  here  read  the  following  letter,  publilhcd  in  one  of  the  pam- 
pers : 

*'   SIR, 

"  Having  had  the  misfortune  to  be  applied  to  on  tbe  part  of  Miniftry, 
by  Mr.  William  Metcalfe,  of  No.  6,  I)ovv?rate-hil]»  to  become  on« 
of  the  numerous  fpies  by  which  the  present  'virtuous  Ad  mini  (I  ration  are 
fupported,  I  conceive  the  bell  mode  of  avoidiifg  their  Courtly  importunity^ 
without  falling  a  'viSlim  to  their  difappointment,  will  be  by  laying  the 
propofal  before  the  Public  at  once, 

"  The  application  was  made  to  me  on  Sunday,  4th  ind.  when  Mr. 
Metcalfe,  villting  my  humble  dwelling,  after  fome  ridicule  mid  Jokes 
on  public  virttte^  obferved,  that  Government  already  had  one  Spy  in  the 
Committee  of  Cor ref pond? nee,  but  they  wifiied  to. have  another^  to  re- 
port the  proceedings,  that  they  might  be  alfured  of  his ^a'clity  or  trea* 
chery» 

**  So  anxious  was  the  tempter  for  the  fucc'cfs  of  \i\%fnare,  that  his  vi-  . 
fit  was  renewed  on  Tuefday^  when  I  not  being  at  home,  he  again  came 
on  Wednefday ;  not  being  at  home  this  time  either^  he  left  wordi  that  I 
fhould  call  upon  him  at  his'  houfc,  and  he  would  wait  my  arr'tnjal  at  any 
time  in  the  afternoon ;  not  choofing  to  do  this,  I  received  a  fourth  vific 
on  Thurfday^  when  he  again  urged  his  propofala,  offering  to  introduce 
me  to  Mr,  Ford,  at  the  Duke  of  Portland's  Office,  Whitehall  j  or  to 
receive  any  infornrjation  himlelf,  at  his  own  houfe,  under  cover ;  that  i£ 
I  would  accept  the  office,  I  fhould  have^//>'  guineas  prompt  pay  ?nint^  and 
cne  guinea  regularly  for  each  weekly  report.  Such  an  offer  might  have  ftag* 
gercd  one  who  had  not,  by  his  long  attendance  on  the  meetings  of  the 
London  Correfponding  Society,  been  cofifirmedxti  his  reverence  oi pubUi: 
'virtuey  and  his  contempt  of  every  venal  worfliipper  o(/elf-love.  If  he 
iiad  not  remembered  the- excellent  anecdote  of  Audrew  MarvtU,  who. 
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when  offered  a  thoufand  pounds  on  the  part  of  the  King,  by  Lord  IDaabvi 
to  induce  him  to  betray  hii  country,  with  fcorn  rejeded  the  offer,  though 
obliged  immediately  after  the  departure  of  the  Lord  Trcafurer,  to  borrow 
a  fi^uiuca  of  a  friend.  If  he  had  not  already  facrificed  the  means  oifuh* 
Jtftenci  for  the  fake  of  acting  as  Reafrn  and  Canfcience  dire(^ed  him";  tf  be 
had  not  recollected,  from  what  appeared  on  the  late  trials,  that  one  of 
the  fuppofcd  duties  of  fuch  men  was  to  fvvear  juft  what  their  employers 
required  of  them  ;  more  efpecially  if  he  had  not  recoUedtcd  the  warning 
fate  of  Watt,  of  Rdinhurght  a  fate  furely  which  ought  ever  to  be  before 
the  cyt%  of  all  who  arc  concerned  in  the  fyflem  of  ejpionage.  But  fuch 
an  otfer  had  no  other  effcd  on  me,  but  to  fink  ftill  lower  in  my  eilimatlon, 
thofe,  who  fupport  a  falling  caufe  by  means  fo  foul  and  treacherous.  Poor 
as  I  may  be,  I  would  Iboner  be  what  I  am,  than  that  man^  who,  wal- 
lowing with  bis  vjhole  family  in  enormous  wealth,  extorted  by  extrava* 
gaTit/alariesy  2Sidi  unmerited peufions^  hourly  provokes  the  curfesofthat 
people,  who  fuffer  from  the  wanton  prodigality  with  which  he  difpofes, 
not  only  of  their  riches^  but  iheir  bloody  on  th<  frantic  profecution  of  a 
w«r,  which  has  already  been  properly  indeed,  termed  a  fFar  of  Extermi' 
nation  ! 

*«  J.Burks,'  Bookfeller, 
No.  52,  Crifpin-ftreet,  Spitaliieldi ; 
Secretary  to  the  London  Cor- 
r^fponding  Society. 
Jan.  14,   1795. 

After  this  elucidation  of  a  fyftem  fo  fhameful,  and  without  on© 
new  faft  produced,  he  was  forry  to  find  any  man  fo  confident,  as 
to  come  forward  and  demand  a  farther  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  a6t.  He,  for  one,  fhould  conclude  with  entering  his  pro- 
tt^  againft  the  fufpenfion  of  tliat  aift,  on  which  depended  the  bcft 
energies,  and  the  dcareft  privileges,  of  Engliihmen. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  then  rofe,  and  addrclTed  himfelf  to  the  Speaker  > 
in  the  following  terms  : 
Mr.  Speaker, 

There  were  fomc  material  paffagcs  in  the  fpeech  of  the  learned  ' 
gentleman  oppofite  to  me,  which  I  think  myfelf  called  upon  to  take 
the  carlicft  opportunity  to  anfwer,  while  they  arc  yet  frefti  in  my 
memory  and  in  the  recollection  of  the  Houfe.     They  were  not  ad- 
iireffcd  to  me  particularly  ^  but,  as  they  conv^ed  a  charge  againft 
the  principles  and  proceedings  of  a  Society,  to  which  I  belong,  and 
from  whofc  caufe  I  am  riot  at  all  difpofed  to  feparate  my  own,  i  • 
confider  myfelf  as  a  pcrfon  put  upon  his  defence,  and  therefore  in- 
titled  for  a  (hort  time  to  the  attcntbn  of  die  Hoiife.     No  man  it 
Ms  likely  to  abufe  it  than  I  am.     Sir,  I  am  not  going  to  find  feid 
with  the  honourable  gentleman's  perforial  deportment  in  this  Houfe 
or  to  the  language  he  makes  ufe  ofc     They  arc   always  ciVil  and 
Gonciiiatii^,  and  dierefore  he  may  be  fure  that  nothing  is  farther 
from  my  thoughts  than  to  offer  him  any  offence.    It  is  to  his  affer- 
tions  and  to  his  dodrines  that  I  mean  to  oppufe  conttadi£tion  nA 
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refiflartcc.  But,  firft  of  all,  allow  mc  to  dear  my  honoaiabte 
friend  near  me  of  a  very  unjuft  imputation  thrown  upon  his  con^ 
dud  this  day,  as  if  he  had  irregularly  taken  the  opening  of  the  de- 
bate out  of  the  hands  of  the  learned  gentleman,  to  whom,  as  mover 
of  the  queftion,  it  did  undoubtedly  belong.  Now,  Sir,  on  this 
point  I  (hall  content  myfelf  with  appealing  to  your  tcftimony,  when 
I  affirm  that  the  learned  gentleman  moved  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
bill,  without  offering  to  fay  one  wotd  even  of  introduftion  to  that 
motion,  and  that  you  were  gcnng  to  put  the  queftion,  and  muft 
have  done  fo,  if  my  honourable  friend  had  «ot  then  rifcn  to  oppofc 
it.  The  learned  gentleman  fays,  he  underftood  it  was  agreed 
that  the  debate  (hould  be  taken  on  the  fobfequent  motion  for  your 
leaving  the  chair.  If  fo,  he  purpofely  refcrved  himfelf  for  a  later 
flage  of  the  bill,  and  has  clearly  acquitted  my  honourable  friend  of 
taking  the  debate  out  of  his  hands.  But  I  know  of  no  fuch  agree- 
ment. On  the  contrary,  I  perfeiSly  recollcdl  it  was  ftated  to 
him,  from  thU  fide  of  the  Houfe,  that  it  was  intended  to  debate 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  which  could  not  be  done  at  any  time  fo 
properly  as  on  the  motion  for  Ae  fecond  reading. 

I  find.  Sir,  that  the  Society  of  Gentlemen,  affociatpd  for  the 
purpofe  of  obtaining  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  of  all  of  whom  in- 
yWually  he  ^eaks  with  great  civility,  are  no  favourites  of  his  in 
their  colleftive  capacity.  It  is  very  difficult  for  us  to  give  him  fa- 
tisfaflion.  If  we  continue  our  proceedings,  it  leads  to  dangerous 
confequences,  though  poffibly  our  intentions  may  be  innocent.  Wc 
are  exciting  difcontent  and  fadHon  among  the  pottle,  and  encou- 
raging others  to  go  lengths,  to  which  we  perhaps  m^y  not  be  deter- 
mined to  follow  them.  We  fhall  be  anfwerable  then  as,  in  fact, 
the  abettors  and  promoters  of  mifchief,  in  which  at  firft  we  do  not 
partake,  and  which  afterwards  we  might  be  determined  to  refift. 
If  we  refolve  to  fufpend  our  proceedings,  that's  ten  times  worfe  y 
that*s  arefolution,  which  filh  the  learned  gentleman  with  horror  and 
difmay !  The  moment  wc  leave  olF  adling  at  all,  we  excite  and 
exhort  the  people  to  have  recourfe  to  the  moft  dangerous  and  crimi- 
nal expeflfes !  it  is  difficult  to  coiipeive,  by  what  medium  in  our  con- 
duS  wc  could  thoroughly  have  fatisfied  the  learned  gentleman.  All 
I  fliali  fay  is,  that  his  judgement  of  our  conduct  is  not  quite  im- 
partial, and  that  I  am  happy  in  being  iable  to  appeal  to  a  judge- 
ment and  Authority,  even  in  his  own  profeflion,  much  higher  than 
his,  though  I  am  far  fro  n  meaning  to  undervalue  his  ceniure :  I 
<nean  that  of  the  eminent  Magiftrate,  who  prefided  at  the  late 
^ais.  The  Chief  Jufliee  took  more  occafions  than  one  to  fpeak 
•four  Society  in  terms  of  diftindion  and  approbation,  and  to  inti- 
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mate  his  opinion  that  our  proceedings  furniftied  an  example,  which 
'might  be  followed  with  innocence  and  fafety,  if  not  with  advantage. 
I  am  fearful  of  overftating  any  thing  faid  by  the  learned  Judge  ;  but 
I  believe  it  i^  in  the  memory  of  every  one  who  had  the  happinefs 
of  hearing  him,  that  he  ftated  it  as  an  aggravation  of  the  mifconduft 
imputed  to  other  Societies,  that,  in  ours,'  they  had  an  example  of 
prudence  and  moderation,  by  which  they  might  have  been  inffruft- 
cd,  and  ought  to  h^ve  been    guided.'     But,   Sir,  whether  we  are 
favourites  with  the  learned  gentleman  or  not,  w»e  have  a  right  to 
demand  juftice  from  him,  and  from  all  men.      If  he  came- to  this 
■  Houfc  prepared  to  bring  a  charge  of  any  kind  againft  us  or  our  pro- 
ceedings, he  was  bound  in  common  equity  to  give  us  notice  of  .his 
intention.     With  all  his  books,  and  his  papers,  and  his  memoran- 
dums before  him,  it  is  not  fair  to  exped  that  we  Ihould  be  able  to 
anfwer  him,  upon  the  inftant,  on  dates,  on  circumftances,  and  ex^ 
preflions,  belonging  to  tranfadions  which  took  place  a  year  or  two 
ago.     Yet,  with  all  thefe  advantages  on  his  fide,  and  taken  by 
furprife  as  I  am,  and  having  nothing  to  reljt  on  but  my  own  im- 
mediate recoUcflion  of  the  terms  of  a  letter,  written  by  us  in  May 
1792,  and  figned  by  Lord  Jolin  Ruffcll,  as  Chairm?m,  I  meet  the 
learned  gentleman  in  dircd  contradidion  upon  his  ftatcment  of  that 
letter.      I  affirm,  that  he  has  mifquoted  our  letter  ;  that  he  has  ef- 
fentially  changed  the  terms  of  it,  and  attributed  to  us  a  declared 
fpecific  motive  for  declining,  as  we  did,  all  future  intercpurfe  witji 
the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information,  which  I  am  furewe 
did   not  exprefs,  and  which  I   am  confident  we  never  tliought  of. 
He  fays  diftindly,  ar)4  more  than  once,  that  we  came  to  diat  refo- 
lution,  becaufc  the  other  Society,  by  their  ads  and  proceedings, 
had  violated  the  covjiitution.      If  they  had,  we  ought  to  have  gone 
much  farther,  tlian  barely  refolving  to  have  no  concern  with  thepi. 
1  cannot  recoiled  the  exad  terms  of  our  letter,  but  I  ftand  firmly 
and  fccurely  upon  the  negative.      I  fay  the  learned  gentleipan  has 
done  that  which  no  accufer  ought  to  do  ;  he  imputes  criminality  to 
certain  aAs  united  to  certain  declarations  of  ours,  and"  he  changes 
materially  the  terms  of  thofe  declarations.  '  On  that  point  I  am  at 
iffue  with  him  :  he  has  the  books  before  him  ;.  let  him  confute  me 
if  he  can  *.     He  confeffes,  however,  that  we  did  right  in  declining 

*  The  paffage  in  the  letter  from  the  Society,  dated  the  12th  of  May, 
.  1792,  and  figned  by  Lord  John.  Ruffell,  to  which  the  Attorney  General 
'alluded,  (lands  in  the  following  words  : 

"  We  muft  beg  leave  at  the  iame  time  to  decline  hll  future  intcrconrfc 

•  with  a  St>ciety,  whofe  views  and  obje^s;  as  far  as  weican  colleft  tbcmfrom 

the  various  refolutions  and  proceedings  which  Jiave  been  publilhed,  wecJiP' 
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all  intercourfe  with  that  dangerous  Society  ;  but  then  he  fays,  we 
ought  to  have  aclceJ-in  the  fame  nianner  to  the  Sheffield  Society, 
"ivho,  it  feems,  have  written  a  letter  to  tlie  other,  full  of  exception- 
able language  and  matter.  Agreed.  I  tliink  fo  too ;  but  then  tliat 
letter  ought  to  have  been  before  us.  It  could  be  no  motive  of  aftion 
to  usf  unlefs  it  had  come  by  fome  means  or  other  under  our  view, 
or  in  fuch  a  way  as  to  oblige  us  to  take  notice  of  it.  Now,  I  da 
affure  the  Houfe,  upon  my  honour,  that,  .to  tlie  beft  of  my  know- 
ledge and  belief,  I  never  heard  of  that  letter  before.  I  hope  I 
'have  faid  enough  to  vindicate  our  Society  from  the  imputations,  ta 
which  fome  gentlemen  have  thought  us  liable,  iiid  to  juftify  the  fa- 
vourable opinion  entertained  of  us,  by  perfons  of  greater  judgement, 
as  well  as  more  elevated  authority.  If  not,  I  defire  it  may  be  un-r 
derftood  that  I  (ball  hold  myfelf  ready,  and  forthcoming  at  all  times,; 
to  anfwer  any  diilindt  charges  that  may  be  brought  againft  us. 

In  this  place.  Sir,  it  may  be  neceffary  for  me  to  obferve,  that 
neither  this  difcuffion,  nor  any  other,  that  regards  tlie  principles  and 
conduft  of  the  difFereat  Societies,  affociatcd  for  the  purpofe  of  ob- 
taining a  Parliamentary  Reform,  is  foreign  from  the  queftion  now 
before  the  Houfe.  The  inftitution  and  proceedings  of  thofe  Socie- 
ties have  in  fzQ.  been  the  real  or  pretended  caufc  of  all  the  alarms, 
which  have  been  fo  induftrioufly  excited  amOng  us,  fojr  the 
fafety  of  the  conditution,  and  of  all  the  meafures  which  have  been 
taken  by  Government  for  the  peace  and  fecurity  of  the  country,  and 
among  the  reft,  for  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  a6t.  It 
is  no  digrefiion,  therefore,  to  ftate  either  my  own  opinion  and  prin- 
ciples, or  thofe  of  the  Affociation  in  which  I  have  a<fted,  on  the  fub-  ' 
jcft  of  Parliamentary  Reform.  But  my  honourable  friend  near  me, 
in  dating  his  principlej  and  objecSs,  has  ftated  mine.  I  concur 
with  him  in  every  word  he  has  faid,  and  adopt  it  as  my  own.  Sir, 
I  know  the  inconvenience  of  particular  applications  of  general  opi- 
nions, and  I  lliall  take  care  to- avoid  it.  Without  refening,  there- 
fore, to  this  or  that  Parliament,  I  fay  generally,  but  with  the  deep- 
eft  convidtion  that  can  be  imprqflcd  on  the  human  mind,  by  long 
obfcrvation  and  daily  experience,  that,  with  a  Houfe  of  Commons 
at  the  difpofal  and  command  of  the  Crown,  the  liberty  and  pro- 
perty of  this  country  arc  not  fafe.  Under  fuch  a  combination^  and 
ftewardfliip  the  liberty  will  go  firft,  and  the  property  will  foon  follow 
It.  With  reipecl  to  univerfal  reprefentation,  and  all  the  dangers 
*  and  all  the  reproaches  attached  to  it,  I   rouft  fay  that  I  think  die 

not  help  regarding  as  irreconcilable  with  thofe  real  intercfls,  on  which  you 
profefs  to  mform  and  enlighten  the  people^" 
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learned  gentleman  ought  to  be  careful  to  diftinguifti  thofe,  t^'ho  prd- 
fcfs  to  have  fuch  a  fchcmc  in  contemplation,  from  others  who  rejcft 
it  M^ith  a  difapprobation  as  full  and  entire,  though  not,  perhaps, 
'  ^ith  fuch  extravagant  horror,  as  he  does.  He  ought  to  have  known 
that  the  idea  of  univerfal  rcprefentation  was  never  encouraged  or 
countenanced  by  any  ad  ot  declaration  whatever  of  our  Afibciation. 
If  he  knows  any  thing  to  the  contrary,  I  call  upon  him  now,  I 
challenge  him,  to  point  it  out.  Of  me^  in  particular,  he  muft  have 
known,  and,  in  candour,  he  ought  to  have  acknowledged,  that  it  is 
not  poflible  for  any  man  to  go  farther  than  I  have  done,  to  rejc6^, 
to  rcfift,  and  to  explode  every  project  of  that  nature,  and  every 
principle  and  argument  fet  up  to  fupport  it ;  a  proje«E^,  however,  fo 
chimerical,  and  fo  utterly  impra(9:icabie,  that  it  is  fuperfluous  to 
load  it  with  charges  of  danger  and  malignitv.  But,  let  the  charac- 
ter of  fuch  projedb  be  what  it  may,  there  is  one  ,reflc<3ion  on 
the  conduft  of  Government  towards  the  unfortunate  perfons  who 
have  profeffed  them,  which  ought  to  ftrikc  every  man  of  honour  or 
humanity  with  difguft  and  abhorrence.  While  they  are  pcrfecuting 
tp  dcftrudHon  a  number  of  perfons,  whofc  unenlightened  finccrity 
dcferves  inftrudion  rather  than  punKhment,  for  maintaining  thcfe 
niifchievous  do<9rin€s,  obferve  with  what  guarded  caution,  with 
what  profound  iilence,  they  pafs  by  the  original  authfM",  the  prime 
mover  of  all  thcfe  do6h:ines  ;  who,  if  thefe  people  are  deluded,  i$ 
the  folc  caufe  of  their  delufion  ;  who,  if  fhcy  have  erred,  is  an^ 
fwerable  for  their  errors  ;  who,  if  they  are  criminal,  (houkl  be  pu- 
niflied  for  their  crimes*  Sir,  I  fpeak  from  pofitive  knowledge  on 
thefe  points.  I  have  coriverfed  with  fcveral  of  thefe  advocates  for 
univerfal  rcprefentation,  and  I  never  met  with  one  of  them,  who 
did  not  quote  the  Duke  of  Richmond  for  his  authority  ;  who  did 
not  take  his  arguments  from  letters  written  and  publiflied  by  the 
noble  Duke,  astheyfaid,  for  popular  inftrudion.  If  the  fenfeof 
fliame  were  left  among  men,  is  it  a  thing  that  could  be  endured  for 
a  moment,  that,  while  the  men,  whbm  his  writings  have  deluded, 
are  profecuted  and  punifhed,  the  noble  Duke  himfelf  (hould  not 
only  go  free  and  unnoticed,  but  continue  a  Member  of  that  very 
Cabinet,  by  which  thefe  profecurions  are  promoted  and  enforced, 
with  all  the  influence  of  .Government  ?  I  will  not  believe  it  poffiWe 
that  his  Grace  can  take  an  aflivc  (hare  in  thefe  meafurcs  ;  I  difmife 
that  thought  the  moment  it  occurs  to  me  ;  fuch  condud  would  ex- 
ceed the  bounds  of  human  depravity.  I  acquit  the  doble  Duke  of 
it ;  but  ftill  he  belongs  to  the  Adminiftration  ;  and  whether  he  op- 
pofcs  their  raeafurcs  in  this  inftance  or  not,  is  unknown  to  the  Pub- 
lic.    But  let  the  doctrine  I  allude  to  be  ever  fo  mifchievous,  and 
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fvcr/b  dangerous,  U  it  in  faft,  is  it  in  truth,  the  real  obJ€<£t  ©fall 
the  apprehenfions  and  terrors  which  are  fai  J  to  be  excited  by  it  ?  I 
iio  not  believe  it ;   I   do  not  believe  that  the  enemies  of  reform  are 
fo  much  terrified  by  it  as^they  pretend  to  be.     They  know  as  well 
as  I  do  that  it  is  nothing  but  a  vifion,  which  can  never  be  fubftan-' 
tiatcd ;  a  mere  abftradion,  which  can  never  be  realized.     No, 
Sir;  whatever  they  may  pretend,  this  is  not  the  true  ground  of  their 
uneaiinefs.     It  is  the  reafonablc,  the  moderate,  the  prafticable  plan, 
which  really  fills  them  '  with  terror  and  anxiety.     That,  perhaps, 
might  be  accomplilhed  ;  the  other  never  can  ;-  nor,  if  it  were  even 
to  obtain  for  a  moment,  could  it  poffibly  fubfift ;   and  I  am  con- 
vinced that,  if  it  were  poflible  to  drive  thofe  perfons  to  an  option, 
they  would  prefer  thefecond  to  the  firft,  becaufe  they  would  forefee 
that  the  mifchiefs  inevitable  in  the  execution  of  fuch  a  fcheme,  or 
even  in  the  attempt,  would  determine  every  reafonable  man  in  the 
country  to  revert  and  fubmit  to  the  prefent  fyftem  ;  that  is,  to  fuffirr 
thcconftitution  to  languifli  and  diflblVe  in  its  corruption,  or  gradually 
to  perifli  by  decay,  rather  than  to  encounter  the  diredtand  pofitive 
dangers  of  a  change  fo  violent  and  extreme,  to  which  their  miiids 
would  naturally  unite  the  certainty  of  inftant  deftrudion. 

It  is  nchv  propofed  to  the  Houfe  to  renew  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
Haieas  Corpus  a^,  with  as  much  eafe  and  indifference,  as  if  the  ar- 
bitrary power  of  imprifomng  any  man,  for  any  time,  without  bring- 
ing him  to  trial,  were  fit  to  be  given  to  the  King's  Minifters  when- 
ever they  defircd  it,  and  continued  in  their  hands  as  long  as  they 
thought  fit.  They  do  not  come  to  us,  as  they  ought  to  do,  with  a 
new  cafe  of  confpiracy  apd  treafon,  fupported  by  later  difcoveries, 
by  frcfh  evidence,  and  by  a  report  of  the  rqfult  of  both  to  the  Houfc. 
No,  Sir ;  they  content  themfelves  .with  affirming  that  it  is  fo,  and  by 
calling  upon  us  to  prove  the  contrary,  if  wc  can  ;  that  is,  they  ihift 
the  burden  of  the  proof  from  the  affertion  to  die  negative,  and  cchi- 
clude  that  the  Houfe  is  ready  to  believe  that  every  thing  they  affirm 
is  true,  unlefs  we  can  bring  evidence  to  prove  that  it  is  falfe.  Thefe 
gpndemen  contend,  that  the  treafons  and  confpiracie?  of  laft  year  re- 
main by?^«  quo,  and  in  full  force.  Why,  Sir,  if  that  propofition 
were  ever  fo  true,  they  ought  to  prove  it  now,  by  the  addudlion  of  ^ 
ftefh  evidence,  regularly  examined  by  another  Committee  of  In- 
quiry, and  by  them  reported  to  the  Houfe.  Much  more  ought  tliey 
to  de  fo^  if  they  pretended,  which  in  truth  they  do  not  pretend, 
Aat  theyliad  difcovercd  a  new  fet  of  plots,  and  a  new  lift  of  con- 
spirators. I  have  never  faid,  that  a  cafe  msy  not  exift,  in  wh^ch 
frights  of  individuals,  however  important,  ought  to  give  way  to 
tk  Ibcurity  of  the  Public.     No  reafonable  nian>  no  friend  of  hi$ 
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country,  will  deny  it.     What  I  contend  for  is,  that  when  arbitrary 
powers  are  demanded,  for  the  fake  of  the  common  fafety,  the  cafe 
Aat  juftifies  the  demand  iliould  be  made  out,  in  every  inftance,  by 
its  own  fpecific  evidence.     Nothing  of  this  kind  has  been  done  or 
attempted  ;  the  ground  they  take  now,  is  the  fame  as  they  took  laft 
ycat ;,  the  evidence  they  refort  t.6y   is  the  fame  they  have  had  before 
them  above  two  years,  and  which  hitherto  they  ^ave  made  no  uU 
of,  but  by  profecutions  and  trials,  in  which  they  have  utterly  failed*  - 
Every  one  of  the  confpif atprs,  of  whofe  guilt  they  pretended  to  bcT 
fo  confident  laft  year,  has  either  been  acquitted  by  his  country,  of 
difchargcd  by  themfelves.      If  they  h^ve  any  other  Criminals  to  pro- 
duce, on  tlie  ground  of  the  inquiries  and    reports  made  to  us  laft 
year,  for  what  reafon  have   they  negle6led  to  ufe  the  power  they 
had,  and  to  fecurc  and  bring  them  to  trial   in  this  long  interval  ? 
The  evidence  is  the  fame  tliat  it  was  two  years  ago  ;  the  fame  dociu- 
itierits  and  letters  were  read  to  us  lalft  year,  and  may  be  fo  again 
this  time  twelvemonth.     They  do  not  pretend  to  fay  that  they  have 
any  other  ;  they  muftj  therefore,  confefs  that  that  evidence  is  infuf- 
ficient,  or  that  they  themfelves  are  criminal  in  not  having  hitherto 
acted  upon  it.      In  demanding  a. renewal  of  power,  they  condemn 
themfelves  ;  for,  if  they  had  done  their  duty,  while  they  liad  it,  a 
renewal  now  would  be  unncceffary.    Or  are  we  to  underftand  that 
they  have  left  thefe  urgent  duties  unperformed,  on  purpofe  to  keep 
a  pretence  in  refervc  for  continuing  in  their  hands  a  power  to  drag 
any  man  tlicy  picafe  from  his  houfe,  from  his  family,  from  his  at 
fairs  ;  to  have  his  pqpers  ranfacked,  to  have  all  his  private  concerns 
expofed,  a.nd  to  be  continued  in  clofe  confinement,  without  trial,  as 
long  as  they  think  proper  ?      All  this,  they  tell  us,  however,  is  »# 
punijhment  !  It  is  pure  mercy  intended  for  the  fecurity  of  the  indivi- 
.  dual ,   and  to  prevent  him  from  carrying  his  dangerous  difpofitioiiff 
into  criminal  effect.     This  language,  Sir,  would  be  very  fufpicious 
at  all  times,  but  particularly  when  it  comes  from  men,   who  will 
not  allow  ^at  trial  and  acquittal  are  any  fatisfadory  proof  of  inno- 
cence, and  who  affirm  that,    notwithftanding  the  profecutions  and 
verdidVs  which  have  taken  place  in  the  laft  year,  the  ground  they 
then  took  is  not  in  the  fmalleft  degree  altered  ;  that  the  plots  and 
confpiracies  ftand  exaftly  where  they  did  ;  that  thefe  propofitions 
are  felf-evident,  and  require  nothing  but  to  be  ftated  and  affirmed 
upon  their  authority.     The  diftindtions  they  heve  recourfe  to  on 
this  fubjed,  are  indeed  of  a  piece  with  the  reft  o(  their  condud.   W 
you  truft  to  the  opinions  of  thefe  gentlemen,  you  muft  conclude,  as 
they  do,  that  the  finding  of  a  bill  by  a  grand  juiy,  who  have  nodiing  ' 
.  before  them  but  fome  fekited  cvid«nce  of  the  accufer, ,  amounts  t^ 
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it  Qiohg  prefutnption  of  guilt ;  but  that  the  vcrdid  of  a  petty  juiy, 
1»ho  hear  both-  parties,  and  in  whofc  prefcnce  the  whole  of  the  evi- 
dence 00  both  lides  is  minutely  canvafled,  does  not  amount  to  any, 
no,  not  the  fmalleft,  prefumptioh  of  innocence.     I  fliall  now  con- 
clode.  Sir,  with  fubmitting  two  plain  queftions  to  thefe  learned  gen*-    ' 
tiemen,  to  which  I  hope  and  expcdt  they  will  give  me  a  plain,  inteU 
ligible  anfwer,  fuch  a  one  as  a  Commoner  of  England,  contending 
for  his  rights,  thoi^h  perhaps  not  qualified  to  defend  them  in  th^ 
way  in  Which  they  are  attacked,  by  legal  cunning  or  fkilful  arguments, 
has  a   right  to  demand  from  hirt  who  invades  them.     We  have ' 
been  repeatedly  aiTured,   that  any  hardfhip  which  the  perfons  con- 
fined l^  year  m^t  have  fufFered,   from  the  length  of  their  impri- 
fonment,  was  not  to  be  imputed  to  the  iufpenfion  of .  th</ Habeas  ' 
Corpua  adt ;  becaufe,  without  the  fufpenfionof  that  a£l,  they  would, 
or  thqr  might  have  been,   confined  juft  as  long  under  the  law  as"  it 
flood.      If  fo,  I  defire  them  to  tell  me  what  they  want,  or  what  they 
will  gain  by  the  fufpenfion  ;  or,  in  faift,  what  have  they  gained  by 
fufp^iding  it   at  all  ?     On   their  own   (hcwii:^  they  might  have 
confined  the  fame  perfons,  or  any  others,  whom  they  fufpefted,  juft 
as  long  as  they  did,  and  full  as  long  as  any  mati  ought  to  be  impri« 
foned,  on  bare  fufpicion,  and  without  trial.     My  fecond  queftion  is, 
for  what  reafon,  even  admitting  all  their  ground,  and  fuppofing  all 
their  fufpicions  to  be  well  founded,  they  think  it  neceflary  to  take 
this  dangerous  power  at  the  prefent  moment ;  I  mean,  while  Parlia- 
nicnt  is  fitting  ?  Without  it>  they  can  fecure  any  perfon  they  fufpc6t ; 
and  if,  at  any   given  moment,-^  they  fhould  really  want  a  farther 
power,  what  have  they  do  but,^  as  they  did  laft  year,  to  come  to  this 
Houfe,  and  pafs  another  afl  of  fufpenfion  in  the  courfe  of  a  fingla 
•  day  ?   In  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the  nation,  I  take  it  for  grant- 
ed that  they  have  no  thoughts  pf  proroguing  Parliament;  but,   as 
long  as  the  Legiflature  is  affemble^,  it  is  their  proper  office  and  duty, 
which  they  cAnnot  delegate  fafely  or  honeftly  to  the  Minifters  of  the 
Crown,  to  watch  over  the  perfonal  rights  of  the  fubjeft,  while  they 
are  providing  for  the  general  fafety  of  the  community.     To  thefe 
queftions.  Sir,  I  demand  and  expedt  a  plain,  diftindV,  and  rational 
anfwer. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL,  in  anfwer  to  the  charge  of 
mifreprefentation7  referred  to  the  letter  of  the  Friends  of  the  People 
to  die  London  Correfponding  Society,  and  alfo  to  the  letter  of  the 
Shrf^eld  Society  to  the  London  Contfponding  Society  j  by  the  former 
of  which  it  would  appear,. that  the  views  of  the  other  Societies  were 
fuch  as  the  Friends  of  die  People  could  not  affentto,  confiftently 
Vol.  XL.  .      Nn 
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with  the  principles  of  the  Conftitution ;  and  by  the  latter,   that  they 
had  unknowingly  forwarded  the  views  which  they  condemned. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  faid,  he  looked  on   trial  by 
Jury  to  be  one  of  the  moft  cflential  parts  of  our  Conftitution,   and 
as  the  only  controul  over  the  Government  which  could  fafcly  be  left 
to  the  people  themfelves.    The  only  time  when  this  excellent  infd- 
tution  had  been  fufpendcd  was  during  the  exiftence  of  a  Republic  in 
England      At  the  fame  time  he  muft  remark  that  the  verdidl  of  a 
jury  was  conducive  only  to  one  point,  namdy,  that  the  pcrfon  ac- 
quitted (hould  not  be  tried  for  the  fame  charge  again.     As  an  in- 
(bmce  that  a  confpiracy  might  cxift,  of  which  it  might  be  impoffibte 
to  produce  any  evidence,  he  referred  to  what  had  fome  time   fince 
happened  in  Edinburgh — the  cafe  of  Captain  Porteous.    This  gen- 
tleman was  Captain  of  the  guard  which  attended  at  an  execution, 
for  the  fake  of  preferving  order.     The  cry  of  reprieve,  falfely  cir- 
culated among  the  multitude,  produced  a  confiderable  degree  of  tu- 
mult ;  the  Captain  ordered  the  foldiers  to  fire.    Several  perfons  wqie 
killed,  fome  of  them  innocent  fpedlators,  in  windows  ;  the  Captain 
was  imprifoncd,  and  would  have  fufFcred,  but  by  the  intereft  and  fo- 
licitation  of  his  friends  a  pardon  was  obtained  ;  the  mob,  however, 
were  fo  much  incenfed  at  his  condu6l,  that  they  broke  into  the  pri- 
fon,  carried  off  Captain  Porteous,  and  hanged  him.     Yet  though 
the  mob  was  compofed  >of  feveral  thoufand  perfons,  and  a  confider- 
able reward,  as  well  as  indemnity  offered  to  any  who  (hould  difcover 
^thofc  wlio  were  concerned  in  that  mob,  not  one  perfon  was  found  to 
give  the  fmallclt  information.    Here  then  was  clearly  an  inftance  of 
^  confpiracy  having  exifted,  which  it  was  impoflible  to  deted  by 
any  rvLdcnce.     When  it  was  ftated  that  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Ha- 
beas Corpus  was  dangerous,  the  queftion  naturally  arofe.  What  was 
the  degree  of  the  danger  ?  There  certainly  was  a  difference  between 
a^cmporary  and  perpetual  fufpenfion/;  and  there  certainly  could  not 
be  much  danger  to  the  liberties  of  the  fubjedt,  when  the  expediency 
of  the  mcafure  was  liable  to  be  debated  every  fefTion.    If  it  was  con- 
tended, that  it  was  a  meafure  which  could  not  be  adopted  without 
danger,  he  defied  any  onetofhew,  that,  in  all  tb^  former  inftanccs 
in  which  it  had  been  adopted,  it  had  been  attended  with  thofe  dan- 
gerous confequences,  which  gentlemen  now  aficQed  to  anticipate. 
,For  his  part,  he  could  not  charge  his  memory  with  one  inftencc, 
out  of  the  thirteen  or  fourteen  times  in  which  it  had  been  fufpendcd, 
that  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeft  had  ever  been  endangered.     He  pro- 
ceeded to  ftate  what  he  confidered  as  the  ground  of  continuing  the 
fufpenfion,  namely,  the  exiftence  of  a  confpii^cy,  endangering  the 
cftablilhed  Government.     From  tho  molt  ferious  furvcy  of  aU  the 
I 
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k&s  which  fomied  the  evidence,  he  was  convinced  that  a  confpiracy 
had  cxiflcd,  and  ftill  did  cxift,  notwithlhnding  the  artifice  which 
had  been  ufed  to  conceal  it.  The  numbers  concerned,  their  cha- 
rafters  and  difpofitions,  were  fufficient  evidence,  provided  no  other 
did  appear,  that  there  was  a  combination  of  the  moft  dangerous  ten- 
dency to  the  King  and  Government.  Mr.  Solicitor  General  then 
recapitulated  the  proceedings  of  all  the  focieties,  and  juftified  the 
Duke  of  Richmond,  by  affirming,  that  there  was  a  manifeft  difpa- 
rity  between  the  Duke's  principles  as  to  reform  and  thofe  of  the  fo- 
cieties. He  was  ailoniflied  gentlemen  in  oppofition  could  iay  they 
meant  the  fame,  when  thofe  of  the  focieties  tended  to  a  total  fubvcr- 
fion  of  the  Government.  He  then  adverted  to  the  calling  of  the 
Convention  of  the  People,  which  he  maintained  to  be  unconftituti- 
onal  in  the  extreme,  and  calculated  to  involve  the  country  in  all  the 
horrors  of  riot,  and  confufion.  Any  affembly,  faving  that  in  which 
he  now  fat,  ftyling  themfelves  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People, 
indicated  the  ftrongeft  fymptoms  of  an  infurredion  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time,  their  wifli  to  fuperfede  the  exifting  Government  of  the  coun- 
try. After  fuch  proceedings,  could  any  perfon  doubt  of  a  confpi- 
racy?  In  the  refolution  of  the  2 cJth  January,  1794,  they  declared 
they  would  be  governed  by  their  own  laws ;  and  if  fuch  a  declaration 
did  not  excite  alarm,  he  did  not  know  what  could.  The)'  publiftied 
the  fpecches  of  Barrere,  and  adopted,  as  nearly  as  poffible,  the  French 
dodrines ;  and  had  they  not  been  checked  in  their  career,  there 
might  now  have  been  a  new  Government,  without  Nobles,  without 
Commons,  and  without  King.  The  perfons  forming  thofe  focieties 
ftill  continued  their  defigns  ;  they,  did  not  even  attempt  to  difavow 
anj  of  the  principles  they  had  at  firft  embraced.  For  thefe  reafons, 
he  thought  the  bill  ncceffary,  and,  under  thefe  impreffions,  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  CUR  WEN  faid,  I  (hould  not  have  perfevcred  in  wilhing 
to  obtrude  myfelf  on  your  notice,  had  I  not  felt,  from  the  impor- 
tance and  magnitude  of  the  qucftion,  a  dut)'^  to  my  conftituents, 
my  country,  and  myfelf,  which  forbade  me  to  giv»  a  filent  vote. 
The  queftion  involves  not  only  the  prefent  liberty  of  the  fubjed,  but 
perhaps  alfo  its  very  exiftence.  The  fentiments  I  (hall  offer  to  the 
Houfe  can  have  no  claim  to  its  attention,  but  from  the  fincerity 
with  which  they  are  delivered. 

This  is  a  moment  when  every  party  diftindlion  (hould  vanifh  : 
I  look,  Sir,  to  meafures,  not  to  men.  It  matters  not  who  be  the 
Minifter,  provided  he  be  equal  to  the  fituation.  My  fupport  he 
ftall  cheerfully  have  in  evdry  exertion  for  the  defence  of  the  country, 
I  have  liftencd,  Sir,  to  every  thing  that.has  fallen  from  the  learned 
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gentleman  (tkc  Attomcy-Ggieral),  of  whofe  abilities  and  integrity 
I  vave  the  higheft  <^inion ;  and  great,  irideedy  lias  bccti  ttvf  afto- 
niihment,  and  much  my  confolation  and  fatLs£»3iony  to  find  not 
one  papier,  not  one  tranfa&ion  adduced  in  fupport  of  the  meafuie, 
whidi  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  repoh  of  the  Secret  CooMxuttee  «f 
laft  year.  We  are  called  .upon,  Sir,  for  a  renewal  of  the  meafure, 
not  from  any  reference  to  the  prefent  moment,  not  from  any  con- 
fideration  of  the  aSual  fituation  of  the  country,  but  from  a  refer 
rence  to  that  ftate  in  which  it  was  fuppofcd  to  have  ftood  laft  y«ir. 
Agreeing  in  every  fcntiment,  jn  every  opinion,  as -to  the  nature  of 
thofe  papers,  and  deprecating  as  much  as  he'  can  do  their  pernicious 
tendency  :  agreeing  that  tliey  called  for  the  moft  ferious  attention 
of  the  Executive  Government,  I  totally  dilTcnted  from  the  neccffity 
of  this  meafare  on  a  former  occafion.  And  why,  Sir  ?  Becarfe 
my  mind  was  }td  to  that  conclufion  which  the  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman  has  this  night,  for  the  firft  time,  declared  to  the 
Houfe.  He  now  admits,  what  I  always  believed,  that  their  num- 
bers'were  not  confiderable  ;  that  there  was  not  one  tenth  part  whofe 
views  were  dangerous  to  the  Conftitution ;  agreed  in  no  one  plan, 
they  were  not  formidable  even  in  the  proportion  of  their  numbers, 
I  then  tliought,  what  I  am  now  more  than  ever  convinced  of, 
that  the  power  conftitutionally  lodged  jn  the  hand  x^  Government 
is  amply  fufficici^t  for  .every  purpofe  of  feavity* 

At  wh^t  moment,  Sir,  were  thefe  opinion^,  thcfe  ncw-fengled 
doSrines  moft  likely  to  pafs  current  f  Now,  when  their  falfity 
,  has  been  fully  proved,  when  the  mifery  which  has  attended  them  in 
another  country,  has  exceeded  what  the  moft  alarmed  imagination 
could  have  conceived !  No,  Sir,  if  there  was  a  nKMnent  when 
danger  was  to  be  apprehended  from  them,  it  was  when  they  were 
new.  Their  novelty  excited  furprifc,  and  might  have  allured  men 
into  an  acquiefcence  with  dodlrincs  which  reafonand  reflcfiion 
have  long  ago  (liewn,  were  not  calculated  to  pro^ce  any  one  of  the 
advantages  lo  fpecioully  held  out.  On  the  contrary,  wherever  they 
have  prevailed,  unexampled  calamity  has  been  the  confcquenpc. 
Si^,  I  draw  a  fource  of  fecurity  from  thofe  very  papers :  when  I 
find  them  every  where  complaiaing  of  the  little  eSc&  they  have 
had  with  the  people.  Whence  has  this  proceeded?  Not  furely 
from  a  want  of  energy  ;  for  was  there  ever  a  difpoiition  to  make 
more  glorious  efforts  in'  the  defence  of  the  country  ?  No,  Sir; 
their  rejection  has  proceeded  from  the  good  fenfe  of  the  people,  who 
'  are  not  to  be  deluded  by  fpecious  fpcculations,  and  who  will  not  make 
an   experiment  beginning   with  the  facrifice  of  a  Constitution 
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«pfaich  experience  has  {Mroved  to  them  to  have  produced  fo  Kiany 
blcffings. 

Can  the  right  honourable  the  Cancellor  of  the  Exclicqucr  deny^ 
ihat  unparalleled  exertions  have  been  made  in  arming  the  CQuntry  ? 
Was   the   military  force  ever  fo  numerous  ?     Is  there  more  than 
j)ne  opinion  in  this  Houfcj  and  the  country  at  large  ip  granting 
every  thing  that  Miniftcrs  (hall  deem  requifitc  for  the  dofence  of  the 
country  ?       What,    Sir,  are  the  fentiments  of  my  conftitueots^ 
whofe  petition  lies  on  your  table  ?     Endeavour  to  obtain  the  blef- 
fings  pf  peace,  bat  withhold  not^ii^  that  (hall  make  it  honourable 
.and  lafting-      Such,,  Sir,  I  believe,  is  tl>c  language  of  every  man 
in  the  country.     Is  it  wife,  is  it  prudent,  to  adopt  a  meafure  that 
is  a  ItbeJ  upon  the  attachnrient  and  loyalty  of  the  country ;  a  mcaifare 
creating  diftruft  among  ourfelves,  and  confidence  in  our  enemies  ? 
Was  there  a  difpofition  in  the  people  to  be  fadious^nd  diiTatisfifid, 
might  not  the  condud  of  the  war  afford  a  wide  field  i     Great  and 
unexampled  as  have  been  the  difafters  attending  it,  are  they  whoUy 
to  be  attributed  to  fortuitous  circumftanccs  r     No,  Sir,  much 
might  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  abilities  in  the  right  honnrabie 
gentleman  properly  to  direft  the  force  of  this  country.     Yes,  Sir, 
while  he  has  His  Majefty's  confidence  and  that  of  this  Houfe,  the 
nation  is  willing  to  grant  every  thing  he  can  require.     ,Sir,  I  few 
witlt  aftoniihment  the  firft  ftcps  that  were  taken  by  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  in  the  fyftem  of  alarm.     Then  ajrofe  in  my 
mind  the  moft  ferious  apprehcnfions  that  they  would  lead  to  .the  ii;i- 
volving  this  country  in  the  calamities  of  war.     I  beg  to  call  to  thifc 
recoUedion  of  the  Houfe,,  the  beginning  of  May  1792,  when  a 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Burke)  fo  eloquently,  and  with 
but  too  muchTuccefs,  firft  founded   the  trumpet  of  alarm,  and 
caBed  upon  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  exert  the  full  force  ^f 
Government  againft  thofe  do<S>ines.     What  .was  the  reply  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  ?  "  As  to  the  country  being  in  ^  fl?it« 
**  of  ferment,  he  did  not  think  fo,  and  believed  his  right  honQura):4e 
**  friend  had  gone  too  far  when  he  faid  it.     If  there  were  atiy  who 
**  entertained  opinions  inimical  to  the  Conftitution,  he  really  be- 
**  lieved   their  numbers  were  fmall,  and  their   p^oceed^igs   too 
"  infignificant   to  be  dangerous ;  for  the  great  body  of  the  .pec^e 
"  were  firmly  united  in  their  love  for  the  Conftitudon,  and, had  a 
"  proper  fenfe  of  the  m^y  bleflings  they  had  enjoyed  under  it.** 
Vid.  Pari.  Reg.  Debrett,  vol.  33,  p.  36, 

Yet  after  diis,  in  the  fame  month.  His  M?LJ€fty*s  proclama^Oft 
^^e  forth^  warning  us  againft  the  dangers  th^t  threat<med  ihe 
^unt^.     How  is  £i^ch  condi^iSt  to  be  accounted  for  ? .  Thi^  0^* 
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ferable  policy  aufwcrcd  but  too  fuccefsfully  the  ends  that  ^crc  pro- 
pofed  by  it.  Dreadful  has  been  the  confequence ;  whether  we 
view  it  in  refped  to  the  calamitous  war  into  which  it  has  plunged 
us,  or  in  refped  to  the  deteftable  fy^cm  of /pyifm,  which  has 
deftroyed  public  confidence  and  private  fegurity. 

Sir,  the  learned  gentleman  has  told  us,  though  three  fuceeffivc  ' 

juries  have  n^tived  the  exiftcnce  of  a  plot  in  tHs  country,  we  are 

not,  therefore,  to  infer  that  it  did  not  exift  in  Scotland,  where  two 

convi£tions  have  taken  place.     In  my  confcience,  Sir,   I   do  not 

believe  that  it  ever  did  exift,  but  in  that  wretch  who  has  fo  juftly 

paid  the  forfeit  of  his  crimes :  and  in  this  I  am  borne  out  by  the  ! 

general  fentiment  of  that  countr)^     Sir,  this  wretch  (aj*d  I  truft, 

for  the  fake  of  humanity,  few  fuch  there  have  been)   finding  the 

information  he  gave  to  Government  led  to  the  belief  rather  of  fc- 

curity  'tlian  of  danger,  was  determined  to  try  If  he  could  not  work , 

Upon  the  temper  of  unfufpedling  men,  and  lead  them  into  a  fitua- 

tion  fo  criminal,  that  their  facrifice  fliould  procure  him  aittention 

and  reward  from  Government.     Go'd  be  praifed !  the  ruin  he  in- 

t<snded  for  others  fell  upon  his  own  head !     But  is  the  indignation 

which  every  man  muft   feel  for  fo  confummate  a  villain  confined 

to  this  tranfa£tion  alone  ?     Does  it  not  lead  us  to  execrate  a  fyftcm 

<;alculatcd  to  produce  fuch  horrid  confcquences  ? 

Sir,  many  of  thefe  papers  owe  their  exiftence  to  the  fupinenefs , 
of  Government,  who,  for  two  years,  totally  difregarded  and  dcf- 
pifed  them.      Is  it  not  in  proof  upon  the  late  trials  how  much  thefe 
fpics  have  goaded  on  and  inflamed  the  focieties  of  which  they  were 
^members,  in  order  to  fcrecn  themfclves  from  fufpicion r     Much,* 
Sir,  much  fatisfadlion  have  thefe  late  trials  afforded  to  every  inde- 
pendent man  in  the  country  ;  proving;  how  incorrupt  was  the  fourcc 
of  public  juftice.     The  dangers  which  I  apprcnhended  are  not  from 
thefe  miferable  papers.     No,   SFr ;    U   is  from  the  difbelief  of 
puiltc  virtue:  every  day's  experience,  leflcns   the   opinion  of  the 
people :  they  know  not  to  where  or  fo  zvhom  they  can  look  with 
confidence,  or  on  whom  they  can  firmly  rely.     What,  Sir,  can 
they  tliink,  when  they  fee  gentlemen  who  profciTcd  that  the  immi- 
ncncy  of  the  danger  which  threatens  the*  country,  called  upon  them 
to  renounce  old  fricndfliips,  to  forget  their  recorded  opinions  of  the 
violation  of  the  Conftitution,  with  which  the  introdudlion  to  power 
of  that  right  honourable  gentleman  was  attended  ?     Sir,  I  gave 
them  full  credit  for  the  high  ground  of  principle  they  had  taken, 
but  how  have  they  conduftcd  themfelves  ?     Is  it  not  notoritw* 
'  that  thejx5  has  been  more  jobbing  and  contention  for  power,  than 
ever  difgraced  the  moft  corrupt  Adminiftration,  in  tima  of  thi 
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moft  profound  fccurity  ?  Sir,  when  I  look  to  a  noble  Earl,  whofc 
name  is  refpc6hiblc  from  the  long  fcrviccs  of  his  predeccffor,  pof- 
feffcd  of  an  immenfe  fortune,  bargaining  for  the  provifion  of  a  child 
at  the  expence  of  this  country,  I  proteft  to  God,  Sir,  this  mon- 
truous  corruption  tranfports  me,  at  times,  beyond  the  bonds  of 
moderation.  If,  Sir,  the  poffcflion  of  every  thing  which  fortune 
or  fituation  can  give,  with  every  thing  to  lofe  and  nothing  to  gain, 
cannot  exempt  me  from  fuch  fentiments  of  indignation,  what  muft 
be  the  efFe<Sl  upon  men  in  lowei'  (ituations,  who  can  hardly  bear  the 
burthens  for  the  ncceffary  defence  of  the  country  ?  and  what  addi- 
tional ones  may  we  not  be  obliged  to  impofc  ? — Let  us  not.  Sir, 
mifapply  our  time  in  providing  remedies  for  dangers  which  do  not 
cxift.  Let  us  a£t  fo  as  to  regain  the  confidence  we  have  loft.  Let 
us  reftore  to  the  people  the  perfedl  enjoyment  of  their  liberties. 
Let  us,  Sir,  by  every  aftion,  convince  them  of  our  unwiliingneft 
to  infringe  upon  their  rights,  or  to  load  them  with  any  burthen 
bayond  what  unfortunately  the  preffure  of  the  moment  requires. 
Then,  Sir,  I  dare  pronounce,  there  will  be  found  not  leis  energy, 
fpirit  and  refolution  to  maintain  the  Conftitutibn,  than  there  were  • 
exerted  for  its  eftablifhment.  Then,  Sir,  we  may  bid  defiance  to 
foreign  enemies  and  domeftic  incendiaries.  The  conteft  will  then 
be,  who  can  beft  and  moft  ably  defend  his  country. 

Lord  WILLIAM  RUSSELL  faid,  that  he  could  not  look  with 
difrefpe<ft  to  the  verdidl  of  a  jury,  and  that  on  this  head  he  muft 
rather  diftruft  the  profefllons  of  the  Crown  officers,  who  though 
they  had  declared  great  refpecSl  for  the  decifion,  had  yet,  as  much 
is  pofliblc,  endeavoured  to  do  av.ay  its  efiedl.  If  he  was  alked  to 
fupport  the  meafure  of  the  further  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus, 
the  moft  fimple  and  obvious  anfwer  that  occurred  to  bim,  was — 
What  trcafon  had  exifted,  or  wliat  traitors  had  been  convidled  ? 
Before  he  could  confent  to  the  renewal  of  the  meafure,  he  wiftied  to 
know  what  benefit  had  been  derived  to  the  country  from  the  extra- 
ordinary power  already  granted  to  Minifters.  He  concluded,  that, 
if  any  man  thought  the  Habeas  Corpus  at  all  worth  preferving,  they 
ought  certainly  .to  exert  thcmfelyes  to  prevent  its  fufpenfion  in  the 
prefent  moment. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  did  not  mean  now  to  enter  into 
the  debate,  but  merely  rofe  irt  confequence  of  an  infinuation  which 
had  dropped  from  the  laft  fpeaker  but  one,  relative  to  a  noble  Earl, 
now  high  in  office  in  His  Majefty's  Council.  The  fadt  was,  that 
fte  noble  Earl  had  not,  upon  coming  into  office,  gotten  any  fine-  • 
cure  or  new  place  whatever,  far  lefs  had  he  bargained  for'  any ;  he 
had  held  the  place  of  Lord  Jufticc  General  for  Scotland  a  long  time, 
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ai  placer  Aat  hsft!  befert  frequently  givcB  to^  noblemen  who  ha3  fcrveif 
in  a  diplonmtfc  capacity  2d>road,  with  the  reveffion  for  one  life.      In  ' 
the  prcfent  inffaricc  His  Majefty  had  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to   dc-   , 
fire  the  noble  Earl,  unaflced,  to  name  the  life  for  tfie  reverfjon  i  -I 
this  ^as  die  true  ftate  of  "the  cafe,  and  he  thought  it.  his  duty  to  ex-    j 
plain  it  to  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  CURWEN  faid,  that  if  the  noble  tord  had  refigned  the 
one  place  without  accepting  the  reverfion  of  the  other  for  his  fon,u  he 
would  not  have  made  a  greater  facrifice  than  the  circumftances  of  the 
times  might  be  fuppofed  to  call  for,  from  men  of  his  large  fortune 
and  high  ftation. 

Mr.  HARDINGE  confeffed  the  incapacity  of  entering  into  con- 
flift-  with  all,  or  with  any  part,  of  that  which  had  called  itfelf  ar- 
gument upon  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  ;  becaufe,  in  his  view  of* 
if,  either  it  bore  no  conceivable  relation  to  the  fubjed,  or  was  of  a 
nature  to  be  felf-refutcd.  This  he  would  undertake,  in  a  few  and 
plain  words,  to  demonfirate. 

Be  would  firft  recall  the  debate  into  the  real  and  the  only  point 
of  it.  It  was  a  queftion  of  Icgiflativc  policy,  whether^  upon  a  ba^ 
lan^e  df  two  oppofite  evils,  and  both  of  them  conftitutional  in  tlidr 
nature,  an  exifting  peril  to  the  fafety  of  the  realm  did,  or  did  not, 
authorize  the  farther  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  2&  I 

That  fuch  a  peril  ^/Vexift,  when  the  Legiflature  pafled  the  Suf- 
pcnfion  bill,  was  zfadf ;  it  was  then  taken  upon  truft  from  the  Re- 
ports of  Committees,  but  fince  that  period  has  been  ^authenticated 
TOld  proved. 

Here  a  fallacy  and  pferverfion  had  arifcn,  which  aftonlilied  himi 
when  he  looked  at  the  enlightened  underftanding  that  had  lent  itfelf 
to  the  fupport  of  it,  (Mr.  Fox)  and  which  common  fenfe  would  re- 
fute. It  had  been  faid,  "  that  what  the  Committees  and  the  Houfe 
'*  of  Commons  had  believed  7is  an  exifting  confpiracy,  had  been 
*'  difpfoved  by  the  juries,  becaufe  they  had  acquitted  ^he  accufed 
"  corifpirators."  >  , 

This  was  a  puzxlc  abfolutely  childifli.  It  aflumed,  in  the  firft 
place,  that,  by  acquitting  fome  of  the  accufed  confpiratprs,  the  ju- 
ries had  negatived  the  exiftence  of  a  confpiracy,  and  it  had  been 
faid,  with  an  air  of  triumphant  wit,  "  Here's  a  confpiracy^  without 
**  confpirdtors.''  But  the  ardens  verbum  is  not  always  corred  in  rca- 
foning.  He  would  fay,  "Yes,  there  is  a  confpiracy,  without  confpi- 
'*  rators  ;  that  is,  that  there  is  a  confpiracy,  but  there  are  no  confpi- 
**  ratots  whom  the  law  has  yet  been  able  to  reach,  as  guilty  of  h^ 
"  treafon."     An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Lambton)  who  had 
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epened  the  oppofidon  of  that  nt^i  had  faid,  <^  ^t  all  Inqiiries 
*<  into  guilt  refolved  themfelvcs  into  a  Latin  hexameter ; 
-  **  -^'-^  ^  quiius  auxUHs,  quid,  quatidQj  qidom^Joy  fuare,*^ 
The  juries  had  tofwcred  the  word  '"  J^w^>"  by  faying,  "  mf  Mr. 
Hardy  ;   nai  Mr.  Home  Tocke  ;  mi  Mr.  Thclwall."     Their  pro- 
vince was,  to  implicate  or  exculpate  individuals.     The  Houfe  had 
a  different  and  a  mor^  cxtenfive  duty ;  they  were  to  determine  the 
^neral  fadl,  that  a  conf{nracy  did,  or  did  not  exift  ;  and  if  they 
found  its  exigence,  to  guard  againft  the  evil.     The  inference,  that 
a  coBfpiracy  exifted,  they  had  legiflatiVcly  colleSed,  when  they 
pafTed  ihc  Sufpenfioa  bill,  from  the  fa£is  before  them.     Thokfa^t 
were  prcmeiy  at  a  later  pcrind,  as  well  to  the  jury  as  to  the  Public. 
A  kamed  fnendof  his  (Mr.  Erfkine)  had  faid  "  Untfa^  had  been 
*^  proved,  but  the  concjufim  dijprwed^'     If  the  foS  was  proved, 
afid  if  die  jury  had  even  faid,  "  We  acquit  Mr.  Hardy,  hecaujff 
"  irom  the  fa<as  proved,  we  infer  no  confpiracy."     Though  Mr. 
Hardy  would  be  well  acquitted^  he,  as  a  Member  of  Parliament, 
would  obide  by  his  ,own  conclufioQ^  and  ihould  think  himfeif  der- 
graded  in  his  legiflativc  chara6ter,  if  he  furrcndered  his  judgement, 
ia  forming  that  coodufion,  to  the  juries  who  had  formed  an  oppo^ 
lite  one. 

Having  faid  this,  he  was  anxious  to  have  It  uaderftood,  that  he 
entertained  for  the  acquitted  perfons  all  the  delicacy  that  was  due 
to  them,  and  diat  he  confidered  them  as  being  innoctnt.  Could  he 
%  more  \  He  was  anxious  equally  to  have  it  underftood  in  general, 
tmit  no  human  creature  could  be  more  an  enthufiaft  for  the  right  ^ 
juries,  or  (the  palladium  of  our  liberties)  the  Habeas  Corpus  a6t. 
He  (hould  be,  of  all  men,  the  moil  ungrateful,  and  of  the  coldeft 
heart, .  if  he  had  not  caught,  in  fome  degree,  that  enthufiafm  from 
his  noble  relationx(Earl  Camden),  with  whom  he  had  been  incor- 
foratedi  if  he  .might  ufe  that  phrafe,  for  the  beft  part  of  hi$  life  in 
the  mod  afFe^ton^te.  habits,  and  the  deareft  friendlhip  \  nor  could 
he  forgpt  that  it  was  to  that  noble perfon  in  the  other  Houfe  of  Par-, 
liament  that  we  owed  tlie  cdebrated  a£t  upon  thfc  fubjcct  of  libels, 
which  reftorcd  and  fixed  upon  -a  rock  the  right  of  juries  over  the 
whole  of  the  cafe,  in  criminal  proceedings  ;  nor  could  he  alfo  for- 
get, that  it  was.thefame^/:<?rt/  mqn  (as  he  could  venture  to  call  him) 
who^.with  his  friend,  .the  Earl  of  Chatham,  though  he  was  then 
Attorney  General,  was  in  a  minority,  as  a  champion  of  this  very 
Habeas  Corpus  a<a,  which  it  was  propt)fed  now  to  fa^nd,  in  fome 
•  puts,  of  it.  Having  proved  diat  fijch  a  pcrH  did  exift,  he  wo.^ld 
next  afk  another  queftion,  which,  in  a  manner,  anfwered  itfelf. 
ttad  it  bee^  fupp<^  by  the  Houte  of  Commons,  thatj  i;gppn  «s« 
VoL.XL.,  Oo    . 
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count  of  thefe  acquittals,  the  Sufpenfion  bill  (hould  be  ret)caled  ?— « 
A  recent  vote  had  faid  the  reverie,  in  oppofition  to  a  direfl,  a  very  • 
laboured,  and  a  very   ingenious   effort,  the  other  night,  for  that 
purpofe. 

He  admitted,  however,  that  having  proved  thefe  points,  he  was 
to  gofarthery  and  fatisfy  the  Houfe^  if  he  could,  that  what  exifted 
then,  exifted  equally  at  the  moment  in  which  headdreffed  them  ;  in 
other  words,  that  fuch  a  degree  of  treafonable  confpiracy  jdoes  exift, 
as  to  warrant  2i  farther  fufpenfion  of  this  law.  He  would  not  only 
affert  this  to  be  the  fadt,  becaufe  it  had  not  been  proved,  that  what 
©xifted  then  had  ceafed,  but  he  would  meet  tbequeftion  fairly,  take' 
the  bull  by  the  horns,*  and  from  the  verdidt  itTelf,  under  all  the 
circumftances,  infer  the  neceffity  of  this  bill.  That  verdiA,  ac- 
companied as  it  was  by  the  faft  of  an  exiftirtg  confpiracy,  (which 
had  been  proved)  amounts  to  this— to  the  1^1  impunity  and  tha 
legal  innocence  of  all  thofe  who  had' been  yet  put  upon  their  trial, 
for  their  part  in  that  confpiracy.  The  verdicft,  fo  accompanied,  had' 
left  a  body  and  mafsof  treafon  upon  authenticated  proofs,  and  which 
the  rules  of  law  had  not  enabled  the  intereft  of  the  Public  to.cor- 
reft,  by  a  verdidl  of  convidlion  agalnft  any  one  confpirator.  This 
would,  ofitfelf,  encourage  thofe  who  had  embarked  in  thefe  .wicked 
council$-^WQuld  heighten  the  alarm,  and  would  make  th^  peril  ac- 
cumulate. 

That  was  not  all.— Could  it  be  forgot,  that  it  was  no  commom 
freafon  then  before  them  ?  If  it  had  been  Engtijh  treafon,  he  might, 
perhaps,  have  been  fadsfied  that  no  fuch  interpofition  would  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  reprefs  it ;  but  it  wa?  French  to  the  very  bone,  and  French^ 
at  a  moment,  of  all  others,  in  which  the  fetal  prevalence  of  that 
enemy  in  arms  abroad,  as  well  as  in  mifchief  here,  was  ^  the 
height.  His  learned  friend  (the  Attorney  General)  having  dated 
the  intercourfe  of  Jacobin  Societies  here  with  Jacobin  Societies  in 
France,  he  (Mr.  Hardinge)  had  obferved  particular  ftrefs  laid,  by  a 
fcindof  loudwhifper,  upon  the  date  of  thofe  papefs,  which  proved 
the  intercourfe,  a  date  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  war.  The 
tone  of  that  whifper  fcenied  as  if  it  came  from  a  perfon  (Mr.  Fox) 
bleffed  with  too  found  a  head,  as  he  (hould  have  hoped,  for  fo  flimfy 
a  difFercnce;  Has  that  intercoqrfe,  and  have  thofe  principles,  been 
ever  difavowed,  fii^cc  the  enemy  had  engaged  ua  ?  fi^cc  ^  way  ^^ 
xmdt  fuch  an  intercourfe  highr  treafon } 

It  was  the  more  neceffary  to  mark  the  continuance  of  that  niif. 
chievous  intercourfe,  becaufe  a  veil  Jiad  been  throwq  over  Uj  ''^hw^ 
J^ad  mifled  thoqfands  into  the  real  defign,  before  they  were  themf 
felves  ^prjzied  of  it.     Thi?  veil  hgd  been  repioved,  s|nd|  as  he  waii 
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confident,  fembved  for  ever,  in  argument  at  kaft,  by  his  learned 
friend  (Serjeant  Adair)  on  a  former  night,  iK'ho  had  not  (hewn  the 
leafi  mercy  to  it ;  but  with  an  ability  that  was  never  to  be  forgotten^ 
in  diat  j^ace,  or  by  the  Public  at  large^  had  given  a  death's  blow  to 
its  pretence.  Could  the  Houfe  forget^  that  it  was  part  of  the  high 
treafon  imputed,  and  proved  upon  evidence  that  could  not  lie*— upon 
authentic  papers,  tp  eredt  the  en(igns  of  rebellion,  if  the  enemy 
fhould  invade  us  ?  (for  he  would  not  fo  difgrace  himfelf  or  the  Houfe 
as  to  argue  that  rebellion  alone  was  the  objedt  t)f  that  tnecting,  which 
this  event  (hould  be  the  fignal  to  convene.  Would  it  be  forgot, 
that  we  are  now  at  war  againft  t)ie  enemy  of  ourfelves,  and  of  the 
human  jrace,  whofe  inordinate  power  We  have  riot  been  able  to  repel ; 
who  are  at  oi?r  gates,  and  with  Whom  it  is  the  objeft  of  confpirators 
and  of  traitors  (for  fo  he  would  call  them)  to  unite  ?  Upon  thefc 
gn>und5>  he  Oiould  vote  in  fupport  of  his  learned  friend's  propoi* 
fidon. 

Mr.  £RSKINE  did  not  intend  to  have  rifen,  but  from  wha€ 
feu  from  the  laft  fpeaken  With  regard  to  the  verdicts  of  the  juries 
(xi  the  late  triab,  he  had  believed  that  not  only  that  Houfe,  but 
every  man  in^  the  country  who  had  read  thcrn^  had  been  fully  con- 
vinced that  no  cortfpiracy  had  ever  exiAed  ;  yet  the  learned  gentle- 
man, from  the  very  feme  materials,  was  fo  far  from  being  con- 
"vineed,  that  he  adtually  declared  there  was  fuch  a  mafs  of  treafon^ 
and  fo  clear  a  ptoof  of  confpiracy,  that  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  a<ft;  was  more  neceffary  now  th^ii  even  it  was  laft  yean 
The  learned  gentleman,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  had  fouiid  out  this 
niafs  of  treafotii  could  not,  nor  did  not  pretend  that  it  was  poiTibh;! 
to  find  out  the  traitors.  What  could  he  mean  by  this  ?  If  in  the 
J»pers  of  the  different  Societies  in  which  all  this  mafs  of  treafon  was 
contained,  the  authors  of  them  were  urtknown  or  undifcovered^ 
there  might  ht  fomething,  in  his  argument ;  but  what  was  the  real 
flate  of  the  cafe  r  Completely  the  reverfe*  Thefe  papers  were  all 
iigned  \  the  authors  were  knowr),  and  almoft  all  of  ^m  had  ap^ 
pcared  for  more  than  two  years-  in  the  ncwfpapcrs  daily.  Thofe 
perfons  being  known,  and  the  members  of  all  thofe  Societies  and 
Conventions  known  who  had  committed  this  mafs  of  treafon,  how 
came  it  that  they  had  been  allowed  to  go  on  fo  long  before  the  fuf-* 
penfion  of  die  Habeas  Corpus  laft  year  t  Or  why  did  not  the  At* 
torttey  General  proceed  againft  them  ftill  ?  Having  gone  through 
fome  odier  points  of  the  learned  gentleman's  fpeech,  he  cxprefied, 
thehigheft  friend(hip  and  regard  for  the  learned  Serjeant,  who,  on 
a  former  occafion^  had  fpokcn  on  this  fubje£t  fo  as  to  obtain  much, 
9{|plaufe  in  tfaat» Houfe.     He  o^^nedit  to  be  an  applaufe  that  gave 
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kkn  much '  cfiagrifi ;  not  chagrin  from  any  applaufc  that  could  bit 
{Old  to  his  learned  friend,  but  becaufe  it  was  beftowed  when  he  had 
uttered  dodh-iiffes^  in  hisopiniofi>  inconiiftent  with  the  learned  Ser^- 
jeattit's  charadef  as  a  found,   conditutional  lawyer,  and  an  abte 
Statefman.     He  had  endeavoured  to  carry  the  minds  of  gentlemen 
along  widh  him,  bygfvfng  as.  proofs  and  evidence  partial  eiitra61s 
that  favoured  his  argunicnts,  without  giving  the  context^  or  in  fed 
the  whole,  as  ought  to  have  been  done,  before  any  judgement  or  jaft 
opinion  could  be  made  upon  the  cafe   in  queftion.     That  this  had 
been  praflifed  by  the  learned  Serjeant,  could  not  be  made  more  evi* 
dent,  than  by  reminding  the  Houfe,  that  in  his  fpeeeh  he  had  cora^ 
prMicd  and  fiated  what  he  called  the  whole  evidence,  though  that 
evidence  had  taken  the  grand  jury  four  days  before  they  could  fiftd  a 
hill  i:^n  it,  the  petty  jury  feven  days  in  trying  that  bill,  and  the 
At  orney.  General  nine  hoars  in  opening  his  cafe.     As  to  a  rcfcna 
of  Parliament  being  a  mere  veil,  which  the  learned  Serjeant  hii 
torn  to  pieces,  he  denied  that  he  had  been  able  to  do  fo  here ;  and 
ccrtainl)'  he,  with  all  the  evidence  that  had  come'out  for  Ac  profo- 
dution,  had  not  been  able  to  do  it  to  the  fatisfediion  of  an  Engh'ft 
jary,  who  h^d  the  whole  cafe  before  them.     Here  Mr.  Erfkitif 
went  into  the  nature  ef  the  evidence  for  the  profecutkm,  fpi^>  i"^ 
formers,  7ttd  all    forts  of  witneffes,  ftating,  that  even  wkh  thcif 
aid,  no  fuch  crimes  or  intentions  were'biDught  home  to  theperfiw* 
tried,  and  that  evidence  for  the  Crown  was  fo  completely  agaitift  the 
profecution,  that  it  had  been  wondered  at   by  many  that  he  had 
ever  been  called  upofffor^any  defence  on  behalf  jpf  the  prifoncrs.  He 
cautioned  tbe  Houfe  agairift  fhewing  too  much  jealouff  or  appre- 
heniions  about  the  people  mterferiiig  with  Parliamentary  Rrformi 
The  bcft  way  was  i^r   that  Houfe,  by  its  eonduA,  to  ihcw  the 
peoj^c,  that  their  iritcreiV  was  the  thing  moft  at  the  hearts  of  thcif 
Reprefcntaiivcs,  and  not  by  fuch  ftrides  and  encroachments  as*  had 
lately  been  made  on  their  rights  and  freedom,  to  make  them  jcaloui 
of  the  corruption  that  was  fuppofcd  to  prevail  in  that  Hoiife.    Ht 
fhould  follow  the  advice  of  a  noble  Lord,  when  he  brought  in  a 
bill  /or  licenfing  dramatic  performances*     It  was  faid,  "  What  I 
give  leave  to  fee  ourfelves  ridiculed  on  the  ftage !"  To  whidr  die 
noble  Lord  who  fuppotted  the  bill  repKcd,  "  Let  us  look  to  out 
own  condudl ;  if"  that  is  what   it  fhould  be,  we  have  netted  td 
fear ;  the  caufe  for  ridfeule  being  gone,  the  ridicule  cannot  affeS 
us."     In  this  way,  let  that  Houfe  (hew  that  no  corruption  cKJft«> 
and  the. people  will  fee  no  caufe  for  reform  ;  but,  vai  *  things  wcrcj 
he  lw)pcd  and  trufted  the  people  wouJd  Hot  abandon  what  they  w^ 
fo  inuch  ntfcefTity  for,  while  they  could,  by  the  freedom  rfthepwfe 
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and  €Verjr  odbef  right,  make  their  fentinient»  and  griUvrfrtcefi  krtbwh 
snd  redreiled,  ^nd  he  hoped  that  they  Would  not  he  reiiited  till  the 
time  cdrhe  ii^hcn  Pdrliamenrleit  thenv  no4)^r  dhoice  but  to  conn- 
mand  reform.  It  had  been  attempted  to  ^ft  imputations  of  blame 
upon  the  vcrdi<^B  of  the  juries  ;  but  hfe'donfeifed  he  fhouJd  have 
giren  precifely  the  fame  verdict,  if  he  had  ftood  in  their  fituaflon  \ 
and  as  a  right  honourable  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Fox)  had  remarkeci,  if 
he  were  iiTclined  at  all  to  differ  from  fhem,  it  wduld  have  been  in 
giving  in  the  vcrdidt  immediately  on  the  clofe  of  the  Crowh  cvi- 
ttenOG-  He  flrmk  believed  thtit  they  would  have*  told  him^ '  at  the 
wncluiton  of  that  evidence,  that  they  we.rcperfe6lly  fatisfied  that  no 
etfe  could  be  made  out  againft  the  (M-lfoneti;,  and  that  he  need  not 
ttoublc  litmfelf  to  'enter'upon  the  defence  j  but  they  had  a<ftcd  with 
{nrudenee,  in  wilhing  to  hear  the  whole,  and  in  giving  his  learned 
feiiMKi,  Ae  Attorney  General,  an  Opportunity  of  faying  e?cry  thing 
that  could  be  faid  on  that  fide  of  >rfie  queftiort. 

Some  goed  had  refulted  from  the  difeuffion  of  this  qUedion ;  for 
pmlemen  had  to-nighf  explained  what  they  had  on  former  occalion^ 
advanced  to  the  difparagement  of  the  trifsrt  by  jury.  The  aigumcm 
-trhich  had  been  made  ufe  of  with  rcfpe^  to  the  prevention  of  guilty 
appeared  to  him  replete  with  abfurdity.  Was^  it  canfiilerrt  with  any 
principles  of  juf^ice  or  of  the  Conftitution  that  men  (hould  be  appre- 
hended and  cmtfined  on  a  charge  of  High  Trcafcn,  when  the  litmoft 
of  their  offence  amounted  only  to  a  mifdemeanor  ?  Did  gentlemen 
tacsA  to  fay  that  this  conduA  proceeded  ftom  any  tenderncfs  which 
they  had  for  the  perfofts  whom  they  profecuted  ?  Did  they  imagine 
that  tendernefs  was  mamfeded  by  confining  perfons  feveral  months^ 
left  by  fome  remote  chance  at  ^  diftant  period  their  lives  might  be  en- 
tojcrcd  ?  He  wilhed  vciy  much  to  be  informed,  for  he  had  yet 
heard  nothing  on  the  fubje6l,  whether  any  new  motives  were  to  be 
rffered  to  the  Houfe  for  this  frefli  fuipenfioif  of  t\xe  palladium  of  En- 
gKfl>  liberty  ?  Or  did  they  mean  to  fay  the  old  motives  woidd  be  a 
fofeient  juftification  of  the  merfure.  If  not,  he  wiflied  them  ta 
tell  the  people  of  England,  how  Jong  they  are  to  be  terrified,  how 
Jong  they  are.  to  be  libelled  and  calumniated.  He  aiked  them  whe- 
dwr  they  had  the  leaft  intention  whatever  to  profecute  any  of  the  1 8  a 
delegates  to  the'Brittfli;  Convention,  and  if  they  did  fo,  why  did 
they  not  ftatc  that  to  be  a  ground  for  die  farther  fufpenfion  ?  Heen-i 
quired,  if  diere  did  oflft  fuch  dangers  as  Aey  had  ai&rted>  w*4=iy 
they  had  fuflered  them  to  proceed  upwajpds  of  two  years  without  no- 
tice, and  why  they  had  not  fufpcnded  the  Habeas  Corpus  ad  before^ 
He  dciired  the  Houfe  to  attend  to  the  time  when  they  moved  foi? 
the  firft  fufpeniionv    |t  wat  at  the  preci(ef  period  when  they  had  been 
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informed thit  afritfndofhis,  aMcrtberof  thcSocidyof  theFrieftds 
of  the  People,  intended  to  make  a  tnption  in  that  Houfe,  on  an  ap- 
plication from,  tliofe  focieties.     Will  it  be  contended  that  this  noafs 
of  treafon  cxifted,  or  that  the  traitors  were, not  known,  when  both 
the  papers  were  written  by  pcrfons  knowrt,  and  the  Crown  had  ap- 
prehended twelve  perfons,  becaufe  they  were  fuppofed  to  be  brining 
the  proje<ft  to  confummation  ?  They  {hould  confider  carefully  whe- 
ther, while  they  were  paffing  this  aft,  and  accufing  thd  peopk  of 
confpiring  againft  Government,  the  people  might  not  retort  upon 
them  a  confpiracy  againfl  the  liberty  of  the  oouritry* — Let  them  (hew 
that  the  Adminiftration  of  juAice  could  not  be  carried  on,  and  that 
the  Conftitution  o(  the  country  was  in  danger*  and  he  (hould  have 
no  objedKon  to  give  his  vote  for  the  fufpenfiun.     It  ^as  a  circum- 
ftance  which  had  confiderable  weight  on  his  mind,  that  it  fhoqld  be 
thought  neceflary  by  Adminiftration  to  traduce  and  revile  the  people 
of  England*     It  had  been  faid,  as  it  had  formerly  been  faid  in  the 
American  war,  that  this  was  but  a  partial  fufpcnfion  of  the  Habeat 
Corpus.    He  (hould  reply  in  the  words  of  an  eminent  orator,  whofc 
Jo(s  muft  be  deeply  felt  in  diat  Houfe,  that  **  It  was  fo  much  the 
MX)rfe,  for  the  people  would  take  alarm  at  oiice  if  the  fufpenfion  were 
general ;  but  when  thus  nibbled  away  by  fcraps  they  were  not  on 
their  guard,  and  patiently  fufFercd  the  greateft  inroads  upon  tlicir 
liberties."    The  greateft  misfortunes  were  to  be  apprehended  to  the 
country  from  fuch  an  Adminiftration,  who  had  no  principle  of  con* 
du6l  but  their  own  aggrandizement ;  and  with  fuch  a  Houfe,  whidi 
was  fo  notorioufly  under  their  guidance  at  a  time  and  under  circuin- 
ftances  when  it  was  difBcult  for  liberty  to  be  preferved,  and  equally 
"difficult  for  that^ife  Adminiftration  to  preferve  their  places.     Htf 
feared  much,  becaufe  he  had  himfelf  feen  the  confequences  of  fuch 
condud,  becaufe  he  had  fcen,  in  a  nation  on  the  Contihent  the  fkmc 
tyrannical  meafures,  producing,  indeed,  for  the  time,  peace  anJ 
tranquillity.     But  fuch  a  peace,  which,^like  a  calm  before  a  ftormi 
only  lafted  till  the  people's  indignation  was  roufed,  forcing  from  thcnl 
that  joyevfe  entrie,  which  had  been  fo  pertinacioufly  denied  diem* 
He  warned  Minifters  to  take  care,  left  the  fame  fpirit  of  indignatioiS 
(hould  be  roufed  in  the  people  of  England,  who,  irritated  bytbc 
conduct  of  Adminiftration,  might  not  only  hurl  them  from  Adr 
places,  but  involve  all  in  ruin.    He  faid  it  was  not  Kings  in  general 
who  produced  mifchief,  b\it  unfortunately  Kings  had"  friends,  not 
that  he  meant  to  fay  the  junto  who  were  called  the  King's  friendi 
vere  really  fo,  for  the  people  were  his  bcft  friends.     He  concluded 
with  advifing  Minifters  to  give  the  benefit  of  the  whole  Conftitutiod 
to  the  people^  not  to  rule  fo^  Urror,  nor  to  deprive  the  fuhje6bof 
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ir  rights ;  for  by  doing  fo  they  would  gain  no  good,  and  would 
Rrcntually  do  the  grcateft  mifchief  to  thcmfclves. 
:  Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  faid,  after  the  abilities  evinced  by  his 
Srmed  friends,  it  would  not  beneceflary  for  him  to  trefpafs  long 
|a.di&  patience  of  the  Houfe.  After  the  written  evidence  that  had 
XI  adduced,  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  impoflible  that  any  indivi- 
bal  could  doubt  of  the  exiftence  of  a  treafonable  confpiracy.  The 
fcarncd  gentleman  who  had  juft  fat  down  had  complained  that  the 
♦vidence  had  been  felcded  by  fcraps.  What  were  the  proofs  of 
learned  friend's,  pofition  ?  He  had  refted  on  the  declaration  held 
by.  the  focieties,  namely,  thit  they  intended  to  effeft  a  reform 
tin  die  reprefentation  by  legal  and  conditutional  means.  Becaufe 
^Aey  chufe  to  make  this  declaration,  is  that  a  reafon  why  this 
.Houfe  fliould  (hut  their  eyes  to  the  true  meaning  of  thofe  dcfigns 
concealed  under  this  fpecious  veil  ?  Were  their  proceedings  on  me 
Jtoth  of  January  Wgal  and  conftitutional  means  ?  Was  their  deter- 
mfination  no  more  to  petition  Parliament,  but  to  feek  redrefs  from 
their  own  laws,  legal  and  conftitutional  means  ?  Was  their  addrefs 
'  to  the  Jacobins  and  the  Convention  legal  and  conftitutional  means  ? 
r  But  his  learned  friend  recoiled  from ^ his  own  argument;  he  had 
fupprefled  that  verbal  teftimony  which  might  have  been  obtained  ; 
what  that  verbal  teftimony  was,  he  fliould  fubmit  to  the  Houfe, 
The  learned  gentleman  had  himfelf  crofs-examined  all  the  witneffes. 
In  two  of  die  trials,  his  learned  friend  did  not  care  to  call  thofe 
witneffes  who  beft  knew  the  tranfadion,  an(}  yejt  his  learned  friend 
had  pufhed  his  crofs-examination  farther  than  had  ever  been  known 
upon  former  occafions.  His  learned  friend  had  grounded  his  ar- 
guments againft  the  written  evidence  upon  the  oral  teftimony  whidjti 
it  was  contended  was  the  true  criterion  of  judging  the  intentions  of 
the  parties.  Was  not  the  queftion  put  by  his  learned  friend  to  all 
the  witnefles  he  had  thought  proper  to  call—"  Was  it  your  inten- 
tion to  overturn  the  Conftitution  of  the  kingdom  ?"  What  anfwcr 
could  be  given  to  fuch  a  queftion  ?  Why  did  not  his  learned  friend 
%  at  once — ^Are  you  a  traijor  r  It  was  impoffiblc,  as  the  queftion 
was  put,  that  any  other  anfwer  could  be  givep,  than  fuch  as  his 
learned  friend  had  expeded ;  but  why  was  not  Hardy  examined  ? 
His- learned  friend  had  threatened  this,  but  his  prudence  had  fuper- 
fcdcd  the  impulfe  of  the  moment,  and  although  Hardy  could  have 
given  much  information,  yet  his  learned  friend,  knowing  the  fim- 
plicity  of  Hardy's  nature,  did  riot  chufc  to  call  him,  beCaufe  Hardy 
Icncw  too  much.  The  learned  Serjeant  replied  to  Mr.  Er&inc's 
foguments  refpedting  the  weight  due  to  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  but 
poi)teqde(}  th^t  (hat  yerdiiSt  could  have  no  contrpul  over  the  Houf? 
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in  ^  exerclfe  of  their  Icgiflative  ftmdions.     He  {aid,  that 
learned  friend,  at  the  trial  of  Hardy,  in  a  jpocch  of  fix  hours, 
chofen  <to  occUpy^  Ave  h6urs  and  an  half  in  extraSs  fnam  Sidnef  and 
IxxJcCy  and  only  took  up  half  im  hour  in  t€fiying  to  that  whicM 
bfid  occupiod  four  days  in  ftatingy  and  had  cnoployed  his  lestmeA^ 
friend,  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  mac  hours  in  opening. 
'   The  kaJTiied  Serjeant  next  commesitcd  upon  the  evidence  gmit^ '[ 
bf  Bioomhead,  ^rhofe  evifknos  had  torn  afide  ^e  veti ;  and  froBOk 
the  tranfa<£t]ons  between  him  and  York,, in  a&ffibling  fei^rai  tboix-r 
'  &hd  peoi^,  for  the  purpofe  of  influencif^  their  minds,  and  affumi^ 
ing  thejegiflative  fiindiions  of  the  country — ^^m  all  thcfe  ciicum^ 
fiances,  the  learned  Serjeautt  contended,  the  real  intenttons  of  tbefe 
peifpns  were  {u/Bciently  perfpicuoi».     But  it  is  the  duty  of  Ai^ 
Houfe,  it  is  both  generous  and  patriotic  to  the  public,  to  ftcven/t 
thofe  who  are  eonfpirbg,  from  bringing  their  evil  inteiuk>ns  to  fuciL 
inlfchievous  maturity  as  may  render  our  efforts  to  cruih  it  loeSkc^ 
tual.     There  are  many  cafes  which  might  oceor,  to  prevent  which 
require  timely  legiflative  interpofition,  that,  neverthelefe,  are  not 
high  treafon :  Confpiring  to  levy  war,  for  inflance,  is  ndk  high . 
treafon  by  the  ftatute  of  Edward  Ul.     What  then,  are  we  to 
wait  till  war  be  a(ftually  levied,  before  we  are  (ufFered  to  adopit 
preventive  interpofition  ?  The  time  to  interpofe  is,  when  we  have 
juil  grounds  to  fufped,  and  prevent  the  communication  of  that 
contagion  which  may  endanger,  and  perhaps  deftroy,  die  lives  of 
others.    In  reply  to  what  had  been  faid  by  a  right  honoi»3fale  gen^ 
tjeman  an  a  former  debate,  relative  to  the  infigniticance  of  the  num* 
hers— 1- thofe  numbers  liad  only  been  infignificant  from  the  timdy  in* 
tcrpofition  of  Government.     With  refpcd  to  thc4)erfons- who  had 
been  acquittec!,  he  hoped  thofe  verdifts  would  have  one  good  eSeA^ 
that  they  would  deter  thofe  who  bad  been  treated  with  fo  much  le- 
nity by  the  laws,  and  make  them  cautious  how  they  again  broug^ 
their  lives  in  danger,  by  the  purfuit  of  fimilar  praftices.    The  ferae 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  alfo  faid,  th^  be  fhould  not  have 
hefitatcd  in  pronouncing  the  perfcuis  tried  Not  Guilty ;  bepaufe.  In 
the  Qpinigo  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  the  prcrfecutors  had 
made  out  no  cafe. — Was  that  the  h&.  i  Did  the  Jury  think  this 
was  the  fad  r— »They  did  not,  for  they  hefitated  in  one  of  the  triah 
two  hoors  before  they  delivered  their  verdift.    The  Jury,  therefoce, 
Jiuid  no  doubt  of  the  exiftence  of  the  confpiracv  ;  and  he  hoped  thofe 
who- had  reteivcd  the  benefit  of  their  acquittal,  wpuld-  imiutc  thfi 
^pndu<it  of  the  Friends  of  tl^  People,  and  net  perfift  in  greying  like 
moles  in  th^  dark,  l^ft  they  fljould  meet  with  otficr  Juried  not  quite 
Jip  lenient  51s  rt^ofe  by  whom  d>cy  had  heoo  acquittcdr     Th«&  «» 
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SS9,  the  toitied  Seijeatt  coiUcnded,  would  clear  ^em  up  to  that 
time  (torn  all  charges  of  tieafcn ;  but  if  thejr  perfifted  in  thcfe  fedi* 
tioBs  pra£Uce9y  they  would  not  be  exempted  from  other  chaiges-of 
the  fame  or  a  diflfbrent  nature,  with  ^[l  aidded  load  of  refponiibilitjr 
from  the  lenitjr  d^ey  had  before  experienced.  In  rcfiy  to  the  aigu- 
ments  ufed  by  his  teamed  friend  (Mr.  Erfldne),  great  attention^  he 
kidf  ou^t  and  had  been  paid  to  die  wiihes  of  the  people  of  £ng- 
land,  when  the  fenfe  of  the  people  was  duly  and  properly  colleded* 
There  was  already  fuiBcieift  union  between  that  Houie  and  the  peo« 
jde ;  and  he  conceivcdy  inftead  of  arguments  merely  to  catch  popu** 
hrity^  it  would  be  more  coniiftent  with  the  dignity  of  tbat  Houfe^ 
if  fuch  arguments  were  not  ufed  at  all.  The  learned  Serjeant  con** 
duded  with  obferving,  that  he  mod  heartily  concurred  in  the  con<- 
dnuadon  of  diat  power  in  the  hands  of  Government,  which  had  not  - 
Kitherto  been  abufed  ;  he  was  bound  to  this  from  duty  to  the  pub* 
lie,  r^aid  fo  the  laws,  and  tb  that  liberty  confident  with  law  and 
Cffder  which  this  country  had  ever  enjoyed,  and  which,  he  trufted^ 
would  conftitut€  a  bulwark  of  ftrengdi  in  the  country,  fufficient  to 
defy  foreign  and  domeflic  enemies. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  had  come  down  to  the  Houfe  full  of  curio- 
%,  to  hear  what  cafe  would  be  made  out  to  juftify  the  renewal  of 
Ac  biU ;  for  although  he  had  heard  much  declamation  on  the  fub* 
jcd,  in  the  preceding  debates,  he  had  found  fo  little  aigument,  that 
he  conceived  it  muft  have  been  all  referved  for  the  prefent  occafion« 
In  one  refpeft  his  curiofity  had  been  gratified.  Some  of  the  argu^ 
ments  were  not  only  new,  but  the  moft  extravagant  perhaps  ever 
uttered  in  a  Houfe  of  Parliament!  The  Attorney  General  had  faid* 
that  the  objed  of  the  bill  tvas,  not  to  give  a  power  of  taking  into 
cuftody,  and  profccuting  perfons  who  might  be  guilty  of  treafon,  but 
to  give  a  power  of  arrefting  and  confining  perfons  in  inchoate  guiUp 
and  preventing,  them  from  completing  the  crimes  they  would  other- 
wife  conmiit.  This  was  a  principle  as  inconfiftent  with  Englifli 
law,  as  it  bore  a  near  refemblance.  to  what  had  been  the  former, 
sftd  was  too  much  the  prefent  praftice  of  a  neighbouring  country, 
Which  for  feveral  years  had  been  paying  the  penalties,  and  expiating 
the  crimes  of  an  abfolute  monarchy.  This  argument  was  not  even 
fcpported  by  the  bill  of  laft  year ;  for  that  went  diredly  to  the  taking 
up  and  profeeudng  of  perfons  fuppofed  to  have  committed  adts  of 
frcafon.  To  adopt  fuch  a  fyftem  of  prevention  was  to^dcfert  all  the 
principles  and  policy  of  our  anceftors,  in  fiivour  of  the  infernal  po- 
licy upon  which  theBaftiles  and  dungeons  of  tyranny  had  been 
peopled.  It  was  to  fay,  "  We  will  take  up  men  out  of  mercy  and 
klndnefs,  beeaufe  we  think  them  likely  to  commit  ciimes;  but  this 
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very  mercy  (hall  immure  them  in  prifons,  and  cut  them  off  kom 
fociety  daring  our  will  and  pleafure."     Members  oJF  ParUamcnl 
were  excepted ;.  but  might  not  any  other  man  be  derived  of  hi^ 
liberty  by  the  will  or  miftake  of  Minifters,  as  much  as  in  any  coun- 
try where  there  exifled  a  power  of  arbitrary  imprifonment  ?  It  was 
&id,  that  no  man  would  be.  taken  into  cuftody  on  fufpkrion  of  a 
crime  of  which  he  had  been  previoufly  ac(]uitted ;  but  Minifters 
upon  their  own  arguments  muft  confider  the  perfons  lately  acquitted 
of  treafon  as  more  likely  than  any  other  A  commit  z&spf  trcafon ; 
and  what  fecurity  was  there  againft  feeing  that  which  had  been  de- 
claimed  upon  ^s  the  climax  of  French  injuftice»  viz.  men  who  had 
been  acquitted,  and  imprifoncd  as  fufpe^Sted  ?  The  whole  went  upon 
the  new  French  principles,  which  eharafterized  every  new  aft  of 
Minifters,  while  they  were,  holding  them  up  as  the  grand  objcfl  of 
alarm*— What  but  caprice  could  prevent  th^m  from  taking  thefe 
inen  again  into  cuftody  ?  They  would  not  take  up  Hardy— Why) 
Bcc^ufe  when  men  abandoned  the  plain  road  of  the  Conftitution, 
they  were  involved  in  eternal  contradictions.    It  was  admitted  that 
a  confpiracy  to  levy  war  was  not  treafon,  and  then  it  was  alkcd, 
**  Shall  we  not  prevc;nt  the  mifchief  by  taking  the  parties  into  cuf- 
X  tody  before  war  is  aduallyJevied?"  The  law  faid  diftindlly,  yoii 
ihall  not  take  them  into  cuftody  as  guilty  of  treafon ;  this  vffs  all 
the  anfwer  r^ceffary  to  be  given ;  "and  to  fay  otherwife  was  to  ca- 
lumniate the  ftatutes  of  Edward  III.  and  Charles  II.    He  was  the 
lefs  furprifed  to  .hear  the  law  calumniated,  when  he  heard  the  fame 
perfons  who  did  fo,  calumniate  thofe  who  were  charged  with  the 
adminiftration  of  the  law.     They  talked  of  juries  refpeflfully  in 
wwds,  but  what  was  their  argument?  "  We  will  not  try  any  of 
the  pcrfjns  implicated  in  the  charges  againft  the  perfons  lately  ac- 
quitted ;  but  if  any  (hall  be  guilty  of  fimilar  offences,  them  we  will 
profecute  and  take  our  chance  of  the  verdid  of  another  jury."  Thus 
they  would  reduce  trial  by  jury  to  fomethirjg  of  equal  value  with  a 
trial  by  chance.     Thofe  who  in  colourable  words  fo  talked  of  the 
cfFedts  of  the  inftitution,  he  could  not  but  fufpedl  of  difliking  the^ 
inftitution  itfelf.     His  learned  friend  (Mr.  Serjeant  Adair),  had 
£ud,  that  the  crofs-examination  of  witneftes  on  the  trial  had  been 
permitted  to  a  latitude  beyond  all  precedent.    By  whofc  fault  ?  The 
fault  of  the  Court  undoubtedly,  and  if  the  Court  was  to  bteme,  kt 
the  Court  be  cenfutcd,  or  rather  let  his  learned  friend  own  feidy 
the  principles  of  thofe  with  whom  he  now  aded,  and  fay,  "  When 
the  Court  and  the  law  are  in  our  favour,  they  are  entitled  to  all 
pofliblc  deference,  but  when,  they  happen  to  be  againft  us,  we  owe 
them  no  r^pe6t."    The  entire  fpeeches  and  evidence  of  ;he  Icam^ 
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;feiitteihfen  on  the  triab,  had  not  convihocd  the  juries,  and  parts  of  • 
;f<ic  one,   with  fcraps  of  the  other,  would  not  convince  him.     He 
would  venture  to  affume,  that  they  who  heard  part  of  the  argument 
and  evidence,  and  tiat  only  upon  one  fide,  could  not  form  fo  good 
a  judgement  of  the  cafe,  as  the  juries  who  heard  the' whole.     All 
&e  means  of  profecution  aifd  of  evidence  were  in  their  hands ;  all 
fte  perfoRs  whom  they  thought  fit  to  profccutc  had  been  acquitted  ; 
Aey  acknowledged  the  acquittals  to  be  fo  dccifive,  that  they  did  not 
Asnk  it  advifeable  to  profecute  any  more ;  it  was  not  therefore  very^ 
'  £uiciful  to  iay  that  every  nian  and  woman  in  England  had  beenac-* 
I   quitted  of  the  alledged  confpiracy ;  and,  notwithftanding  all  he  had 
I  heard,  his  ideas  were  too  grofs  and  concrete  to  conceive  a  confpiracy 
I    without  confpirators.    The  arguments  of  thofe  who  oppolcd  the  bill 
!   were  faiid  to  be  few.     They  had  on  their  fide  the  Law  and  the 
}    Conftitudon,  and  were  only  called  upon  to  refute  the  ftrange  argu«* 
I    mcnts  brought  againft  diem.     If  original  arguments  were  ever  fo 
I    Aundant,  he  would  difdain  to  ufe  any,  for  he  was  not  fo  prefump* 
j    tuous  as  to  fet  up  any  theory  of  his  own  in  preference  to  the  law  of 
t    Edward  III.  and  of  Charles  II.     To  fuppofc  that  any  number  of 
!    tile  people  of  this  country  was  difaffeaed  to  the  Gonftitution  was  a 
1     calumny.     The  Houfc  was  called  upon  in  1795  to  Tufpend  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Ad,  for  correfpondence  with  France,  which  had 
taken  jdace  in  1792,  two  years  before  the  firft  fufpenfion  was  pro* 
pofed.     MiniftcTS  thcmfclvcs  owned  that  even  in  the  fiifpeSed  fo- 
I     cicties  ihe  greater  part  were  deluded  by  the  few,  who,  under  the 
rtaflc  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  wiflicd  to  lead  them  to  fubvert  the 
Government.  What  did  this  prove  ?  but  that  the  people  were  fo  well 
aflfeacd  to  the  Conftitution,  that  no  man  durft  fyeak  openly  againft  itv 
Had  there  been  a  period  fince  the  acccflion  of  the  Houfc  of  Brunf- 
^ck,  when  there  were  fewer  perfons  in  this  country  difafFeded  to 
His  Majefty's  perfon  I  '\Vas  any  fuch  period  likely  to  occur  ?  At 
«^hat  time,  then  could  they  hope  for  the  rcftoration  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  A&  I  Better  would  it  be,  to  fay  at  once,  that  they  had 
fakcn  their  Itft  leave^of  it ;  and  that  the  ftate  of  Europe  was  incom- 
patible with  a  limited  Monarchy  in  Great  Britain.     Were  we  to 
J'^it  fill  the  London  Correfponding  Society  di{folved  themfclvcs  ?i^-if- 
Miaiflcrs  would  fay,  that  the  diffolution  was  only  a  pretence.    Were 
*^c  to  exped  the  death  of  all  the  members  f— -Feiv  a«  ^Ky  were, 
they  would  have  fucceflTors  ;  for,  till  all  Goverflrocnts  were  perfe6t, 
and  all  men  wife  and  virtuous,  tliere  would  be  difcontcnted  perfons 
w  every  country.      Under  arbitraiy  Governments  the  difcontented 
Vrerc  more  numerous,  though  lefe  aftive,  and  conf^uently  appa- 
lent  i  but,  when  the  awfpl  crifts  came,  then  it  was  found,  that 
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ojxta  had  been  uttered,  not  lotid  but  deep.  In  1 768^  1 769,  mi 
1780,.  there  had  been  papular  tumuhs,  ^hidi  the  suthority  of  ijat 
Civil  Magiftate  could  not  fuppiefs ;  but,  fince  the  epoch  of  dw 
French  Revolution,  the  fource  of  all  our  alarms,  faaddiere  been  a 
fingle  inAano:  of  refinance  to  civil  authority,  except,  indeed,  when 
the  zeal  of  kyalty  was  exerted  to  bum  the  houfes  of  di&atjosi 
Mr.  Fox  afkcd,  how  any  man  of  fenfc  or  humanity  could  talk  of 
die  perfons  lately  acquitted,  having  experienced  the  tnetcy  oC  thtfr 
country  ?  Was  it  mercy  to  be  torn  from  their  families,  to  be  im- 
priibned  for  fix  months,  and  then  turned  out  into  the  woild  ^in, 
ttieir  means  of  fubfiftence  perhaps  cut  off?  they  had  experienced  the 
jisftice  of  this  country  in  their  acquittal ;  but  to  talk  of  mercy  wais  an 
infult.  He  paid  »  handfome  compliment  to  the  dianvder,  abilities^ 
and  public  fervices  of  the  Earl  of  Mansfield,  with  t^St  to  whom, 
be  underftood  an  appeal  had  been  made  to  him.  He  concludd 
with  obferving,  that  Ac  trial  by  Jury,,  and  the  Reprefentation  of 
the  Peo^e  in  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  wwc  the  comer-floiics  of 
the  Conflitution.  The  latter,  he  had  long  bem  of  opinion,  finod 
in  need  of  fome  reform ;  for  although  it  was  true  that  the  Houfe  iwi 
capable  of  receiving  ah  impreOion  from  the  people,  it  had  been  moft 
calamitoufly  proved  in  the  American  war^  that  it  did  not'  receive 
that  imprcffion  foon  enough ;  and  there  Were  cafe*,  fuch  as  the  pt- 
fent  war,  ffill  more  calamitobs,  in  which  time  was  every  thiflgi 
«nd  delay  might  involve  Houfe>  Lords,  King  and  People  ip  ocifi 
common  ruin. 

Mr.  Chai^celkw  PITT  fidd,  that  fuppofing  the  4angci'  to  exift,. 
the  only  qucftions  were.  Whether  the  remedy  pnopofed  was  aj^- 
cable  to  the  danger,  and  wheiiier  the  application  of  it  was  likely  to 
fllroduce  esril  cor^equences  ?  It  was.  neither  a  deviation  from  Ae  po- 
lity of  our  an«?eftors,  nor  a  dcferlion  of  the  prmciptes  of  the  Con- 
iiitution  ;  but  a  conftitutional  rcme^f  often  applied  in  cafes  of  ade- 
quate danger,  and  fortunately  always  with  the  beft  effeds.  Wai 
fudj  a  cpnfpiracy  as  had  been  fo  often  and  fo  ably  defcribed,  a  caft 
to  which  it  was  Icfs  applicable  than  any  of  thofe  to  which  it  ted 
been  applied  in  former  times  ?  Did  a  cafe,  in  which  opinions  of  dtf 
inoft  poifonous  nature  were  circulated,  w*th  every  degree  of  art, 
through  every  channel,  when  the  moft  extraordinary  exertions  were 
made  to  put  in  motion  a  machine,  the  dreadful  befits  of  whidl 
had  been  but  too  fatally  experienced  in  another  country,  Icfe  de- 
mand vigorous  and  efFedlivc  means  of  prevention  than  odicrif 
where,  although  the  darker  was  great,  it  was  not  fo  aflive  ?  Pj«- 
venting  the  commiflion  of  crimes,  which,  if  not  prevented,  * 
ipight  be  too  late  to  punifli,  was  the  diftin^ve  chandler  of  *• 
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NIL  Thisy  it  wa&  Taid,  was  like  tht  M  pAxcf  of  France,  of 
like  die  new  fy&cm  of  Robetfpierre  (  but  let  it  be  reniembered» 
tbat  bjr  this  prevention  ibt  Houfe  of  Orange,  in  the  firft  inftance^ 
and  die  Houfe  of  Brunfwicky^in  die  fecond*  had  been  maintained 
upon  the  difone.  In  France,  perfons  acquitted  of  imputed  crimes, 
were  imprifencd  as  fufpedted  ;  here,  and  under  the  fofpenGon  of  the 
Habeas  0)rpus  Aft,  Aey  were  enlaigcd.  The  circumftances  of 
die  time  demanded  tliat  a  difcretionarjr  power  ibould  be  given  to 
Minifters,  and  there  was  no  reafon  to  fear  that  it  would  be  abufed^ 
any  more  than  it  had  been  upon  former  occaiions.  No  man  wouM 
cany  the  plea  of  aufrt  fats  acquit ^  fo  £ir  as  to  (ay,  that  it  ibould 
operate  as  an  indenmity  for  all  future  ofiences ;  and  therefore  if  any  . 
^  die  perfons  lately  acquitted,  ihould  be  found  purfuing  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  diofe  for  ^ch  they  had  been  tried,  they  would  be  as  liable 
to  be  taken  into  cuflody  as  any  other^  A  power  muft  be  given  by 
iut  bill  to  commit  on  fomething  Ie(s  than  legal  proof  of  treafon,  or 
Ac  bill  itfelf  muft  be  nugatory.  Confpiring  to  levy  war  was,  by 
feveral  temporary  ads  of  the  Legtflature,  a  fubftantive  treafon ;  and 
in  particular  cafes,  fuch  as  if  the  confpiracy  took  edeft,  muft  en* 
danger  the  life  of  the  Sovereign,  by  die  dream  of  authorities 'for 
more  than  a  century,  it  was  an  overt-ad  of  treafon.  The  bill  was, 
therefore,  a  meafure  of  found  precaution,  both  for  the  individuals 
who  might  engage  in  fuch  detigns,  but  above  ail  for  die  public* 
Even  where  perfons  were  committed  on  legal  proof  of  treafon,  it 
night  take  mudi  time  to  explore  ail  the  connexions  and  ramifica- 
tions of  the  guilt,  and  confequently  much  time  before  the  offender 
could  be  brought  to  trial,  confident  widi  a  due  regard  to  the  public 
fafety.  The  allcdged  difrcfped  for  the  verdict  of"  a  jury  proceeded 
on  a  mifconffaudion  of  words.  It  was  no  difrefpeA  to  fay,  that  dif^- 
fcrcnt  juries  might  draw  different  conclufions  from  the  fame  fads, 
or  that  a  jury  might  have  been  mifled  by  an  advocate's  eloquent  and 
powerful  flatement  of  the  law  of  treafon. 

He  came  next  to  examine  whedier  a  conspiracy  of  fuch  magni* 
tude  as  to  i*ail  for  the  remedy  propofed,  had  been  proved.  Here 
he  took  notice  of  the  hiftory,  views,  and  intentions  of  the  Societies. 
To  this,  he  faid,  no  anfwer  had  been  given ;  but  he  heard  with 
|rief  aright  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Fox)  who  claimed  being 
the  champion  of  the  conftitution,  fay,  that  from  all  this  he  felt  no 
alarm.  He  h?d  heard  with  the  lefs  furprife,  becaufe  he  hadol> 
fcrvcd,  from  felTion  to  fcffion,  and  from  day  to  clay,  gentiemen  on 
the  other  fide  of  die  Houfe,  with  nwre  or  lefs  caution,  decrying  the 
ibnger  to  be  apprehended  from  French  principles.  He  recurred 
^in  to  the  macliinations  of  the  difaffedted,  which,  he  (aid,  the 
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fpecchcs  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  oFtheHoufc  reh<!crcd  ftill 
more  dangerous,  and  ftiH  more  neccffary  to  be  guarded  agalnft,  bf 
the  found  part  of  the  Houfc,  and  of  the  country.  All  the  h&» 
charged  in  the  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  hkd  been  admitted 
^y  the  advocate  for  the  accyfed,  to  have  been  proved  upon  Acir 
trials.     The  verdifts  of  the  juries  were  not  conclufive^— 

Mr.  MAURICE  ROBINSON  called  him  to  order,  infiftingthat 
juries  (houW  in  that  Houfe  be  treated  with. more  refped ;  but  being 
called  to  order  himfelf,  for  improper  interruption,  was  under  die 
neceflity' of  fitting idown. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  refumed,  and  obferved,  that  althoi^  thfi^ 
honourable  gentleman  himfelf  had  foigot,  yet  the  Houfe  could  not, 
that  this  was  not  the  firft  time  he  had  fo  intempcrately  offended.— 
That  honourable  gentleman  was  as  little  Acquainted  with  the  duties 
of  juries  as  he  was  with  the  order  of  parliamentary  proceedings,  if 
he  denied  that  juries  might  have  acquitted  the  prif(Miers,  widioul 
deciding  dther  that  they  were  not  confpirators,  or  that  no  confpf 
racy  exifted.  The  queftion  was  more  likely  to  turn  upon  the  pre- 
cife  application  of  the  letter  of  the  law  to  the  crime  that  was  charged 
upon  them.  To  refufe  to  continue  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas 
^Corpus  a-ft,  would  be  to  declare  that  all  the  ads  ^ovtd  upon  the 
trials  were  innocent.  It  was  really  furprifing  to  hear  a  .right  ho 
nourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  declare,  that  the  Societies  were  the 
Jcfs  dangerous  for  not  being  men  of  property,  after  the. example  in 
JFrance,  when  thofe  of  no  property  took  the  afcendant  over  thofe  that 
tad,  and  reduced  them  to  a  ftate  more  deplorable  than  ^^s  for* 
merly  the  condition  of  the  meaneft.  1  he  fmallnefs  of  the  number 
of  thofe  Societies,  which  fmallnefe,  ho'v^-ever,  he  believed  to  be  only 
-comparative,  was  undoubtedly  a  fecurity  to  the  majority,  if  thcjr 
look  the  neceflary  precautions.  But  if  they  now  by  fupineneft  ex* 
pofed  themfelves,  they  would  alfo  cxpofc  the  bulk  of  Ac  people  to 
be  worked  upon  by  tliefe  engines  of  inceffant  aftivity,  which  em- 
ployed all  the  arts  even  of  ivar  in  every  fpecies  of  deception.  The 
Latin  quotation  made  by  Mr.  Lambton,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
iicbate,  might  be  reduced  to  two  quefticais,  "  J^iius  auxiius?  •& 
qvando  ?"  Their  auxiliaries  were  the  champion  writers  of  th?  Rights 
of  Man,  the  Jacobins,  and  the  French  Convention.  Their  rime 
was  that  which  was  to  be  the  fignal  for  the  affcmbliug ,  their  Secret 
Committee,  when  the  French  fleet  was  atfea,  and  when  they  had 
hopes  of  an  invafion.  He  then  concluded  with  an  eloquent  dcfcnp- 
tion  of  the  relative  duties  of  tlie  Parliament  and  the  People.  •  The 
Parliament,  whilft  he  exf  lained  to  them  the  extent  of  their  dangei# 
would  (hew  their  fortitude  and  firmnefs  in  refiftancc,  and  the  Pcopk 
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would  fupport  fhem  with  confidence  and  loyalty.  Thus,  by  their 
united  efforts,  they  would  both  be  hsqppily  refcued  from  all  the 
dangers  that  aifailed  them. 

.  Mr.  MAURICE  ROBINSON  faid,  that  notwlthftanding  the 
high  tone  in  which  he  had  been  rebuked,  he  mud  fiill  maintain, 
that  a  confpiracy,  upon  which  the  legal  inqueft  of  the  country  had 
pailed,  and  fouod  not  proved,  ought  not  to  be  faid  to  be  proved. 

Mr-  FOX  fpoke  in  explanation  to  two  o|f  three  point**  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  talked  of  his  decrying  the  danger 
from  French  principles,  as  if  meaning  to  convey  that  he  approved 
of  thofe  principles.  No  ;  fo  far  was  this  from  being  true,  that  he 
confidered  what  the  people  of  England  had  had  an  opportunity  of  fee- 
•  ing,  the  pernicious  effeds  of  thofc  principles,  as  tlie  beft  fecurity 
that  they  would  not  adopt  them. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  entered  into  a  j unification  of  the  terms  in 
which  he  had  fpoken  of  the  prifoners  who  had  been  tried,  and  com- 
plained ^that  they  were  ftill  ufcd  as  watch-words  againft  him. 

-  Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  he  fhould  not,  at  that  late  hour,  attempt 
to  enter  into  the  various  topics  which  had  been  fo  much  dwelt  upon 
by  the  honourable  gendemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  in  fup- 
port of  the  queftion  which  was  the  fubjcft  of  debate;  the  more  efpe- 
cially  as  nothing  had  been  advanced  by  any  of  them  that  carried 
fufficient  weight  with  it  to  call  for  a  feriQUs  reply.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  oppofite  him  (Mr.  Pitt)  had,  indeed,  entered 
'Very  largely  into  the  fubjeft,  but  it  derived  no  elucidation  from  any 
tfiing  that  he  had  faid,  which  was  nothing  more  than  what  had  been 
adduced  by  a  learned  Serjean,t  (Adair)  who  had  taken  an  early  part 
in  the  debate,  and  whofe  arguments  had  been  fo  fully  and  completely 
anfwercd  by  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox) ;  it  liappened  on 
that  as  on  nK)ft  other  occafions,  however,  that  declamatbn  had  been 
made  to  fcarvc  the  place  of  argument ;  but  he  trolled  he  had  not  much 
to  apprehend  from  the  eflfeit  which  his  eloquence  had  produced  on' 
the  Houfe.  The  gentlemen  with  whom  he  had  the  honour  to  aft, 
had  been  frequently  upbraided,  in  the  courfe  of  that  night,  with 
having  exulted  at  the  acquittal  of  the  pcrfons  v/ho  had  been  appre- 
hended au4  tried  uoder  the  fufpenSon  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  a<St  \  arwi 
a  fimilarity  had  been  drawn  by  aa  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Wind- 
bam)  between  that  exultatidn  and  what  might  be  expe£ted  at  the 
5|tquittal  of  a  felon  by  his  accomplices.  He  certainly  never  ex- 
pedcd  to  have  heard  fuch  an  infinuation  from  any  Member  of  that 
Houfe,  and  much  lefs  did  he  hope  to  find  the  verdid  of  an  Engliih 
JMry  treated  fo  lightly  and  difrefpeftfully.  Let  us  examine  (faid 
Mr.  Giey)  how  the  quefiion  (lands.     Certain  perfons  had  been  ac 
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cufcd  of  a  trcafomble  conrpirac/,  and  the  grounds  of  diargc  againft 
them  were  the  publication  of  certain  papers ;  oa  theCs  a  jury  of  their 
countrymen  had  formed  a  decifion,  b^  which  the  perfons  accufed 
were  pronounced  innocent,  and  the  charge  unfounded,— What  were 
we  dicn  to  think  of  the  cenfure  and  calumnies  which  were  continued 
to  be  poured  forth  againft  the  exercife  of  the  invaluable  trial  by  jury, 
which  was  the  greateft  bleffing  emanating  from  the  Bri|i(h  Confti- 
tution,  and  the  moft  facred  birth-right  of  the  people  of  this  country? 
Would  it  be  faid,  that  it  had  not  been  fairly  ekercifed,  becauieit 
had  brou^  to  light  the  unfounded  alarms  with  which  Minifters  en- 
deavoured' to  afFri^t  the  nation,  for  the  purpofe  of  anfwcring  dicir 
own  views.— It  had  been  aygucd,  that  there  were  precedoits  to 
warrant  a  fufpeniion  of  the  |Iabeas  Corpus,  and  that,  as  no  evil 
confequence  had  arifen  to  the  liberty  of  the  fubjedt  on  thofe  occafionsi 
there  was  no  apprehenfion  to  be  entertained  that  the  powers  entrufted 
to  Minifters  by  the  prefent  bill  would  be  attended  with  more  incon- 
venience now  than  oh  the  occafions  alluded  to.  To  this  he  would 
anfi«er,  that  a  fufpenfion  of  the  ad  in  queftion  had  never  taken 
place  on  fuch  trivial  grounds  as  had  chara<Slerifed  the  paflingof  this 
bill  in  the  laft  fcffion  of  Parliament ;  and  he  defied  all  the  ingenuity 
of  thofe  who  fupportcd  the  prefent  queftion  to  adduce  from  precedent 
any  (ingle  inftance  in  which  a  renewal  of  the  fufpenfion  was  fuffered 
to  take  place,  after  the  acquittal  of  the  perfons  apprehended  under 
its  fan6tion.  To  favour  the  meafure,  the  watch- word  "  Jacobin- 
ifm"  was  conftantly  brought  forward,  and  the  example  of  France 
held  up  to  the  view  of  the  Public,  which  could  have  nopoflible  re- 
lation to  the  condition  of  tWs  country,  or  the  temper  of  its  inhabi- 
tants. The  former  defpotifm  of  France  effe6ted  its  own  overthrow, 
from  the  intolerable  abufes  which  had  crept  into  it,  and  which  it 
was  itfelf  unable  to  corretl ;  but  the  Conftitutioa  of  this  countryi 
which  he  loved  and  revered  beyond  any  other  on  earth,  and  whiA 
he  hoped  would  candnuc  to  the  end  of  time,  provided  the  means  or 
reforming  its  errors,  and  cbnfequently  of  perpetuating  its  blcflingr' 
— «*The  French  revolution  had  been  termed  a  rebellion,  obtained  by 
outrage,  and  charailcrifed  by  infult:  this,  however,  was  not  the 
fadi ;  he  would  infift  that  rebellion  had  never  been  accomplifticd  by 
infult  on  the  jwirt  of  the  people,  but  provoked  by  the  oppreflSon  (x 
rulers  ;  and  in  thii  he  was  happy  to  be  fupported  by  the  affertion  of  a 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Burke)  not  then  a  Mfcmber  of  that 
Houfe,  and  others  who  had  a£ted  with  him  in  his  oppofition  toiio 
American  war.  If  any  difcontent  has  been  raited  in  the  counnyi 
it  could  not  be  by  Painc^s  and  Barlow's  books,  without  a  previoui 
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fc  ;  but  the  difcontcnt  muft  hkve  been  excited  by  the  Govcrn- 
it. 

-For  love  of  grace. 


**  Lay  not  that  flattering  un(ftion  to  your  foul, 
«'  That  not  your  trefpafa,  but  my  madnefs,  fpcaks ; 
**  It  will  but  ikia  and  film  the  ulcerous  place,* 
'*  While  rank  coiruptioii,  minbg  all  within, 
"  Infeds  unfcth.'* 

Let  us,  faid  Mr.  Grey,  review  the  difcontcnt  of  France  at  the 
tStnc  of  the  revolution.     That  could  not  be  faid  to  proceed  from 
want  of  power  or  imprifonment.    There  was  an  abfolute  Monarchy 
and  a  baftile.    Let  lis  review  the  conduft  and  motives  of  the  Dutch. 
'  Tlaey  have  been  accused  of  fupinenefs.    They  were  not  fupine  under 
the  opprcffive  tyranny  of  Philip  the  Second ;  nor  would,  they  have 
been  fupine  now,  if  they  had  not  wanted  caufe  for  exertion.     The 
fl<9:  was,  tfiey  were  Weary  of  their  Government,  and  no  longer 
thought  it  worth  defending.     It  was  indifferent  to  them  whether 
they  received  a  foreign  power,  or  were  fubjeded  by  a  doraeflic  one, 
ihey  had  nothing  wotth  protecting  or  fighting  for,  and  found  an  in* 
itoeft  in  ridding  themfelves  of  a  Government  which  had,  in  a  great 
meafure,  become  intolerable,  and  deprived  them  of  thofe  privileges 
which  they  once  poffeffed,  and  which  it  was  their  pride  to  maintain. 
Here  was  an  example  well  worth  the  contemplation  of  all  the  Go- 
vernments of  Europe,  which  fhould  teach  them  how  dangerous  it 
was  to  trifle  with  the  mod  facred  rights  of  the  people,  fo  as  to  give 
them  an  intereft  in  the  overthrow  of  their  oppreflive  rulers,  and  pro- 
voke rebellion  in  the  breafts  of  the  multitude.    I  am  much  furprifed, 
continued  Mr.  Grey,  that  watch- Words  (hould  be  complained  of, 
when  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  availed  himfelf  of  thofe 
worn-out  watch- words,  "  French  principles"  and  "  Jacobinifm,"  to 
fupport  his  defperate  and  corrupt  meafures.  I  acknowledge,  faid  hfe, 
that  they  may  excite  the  idea  of  danger  whert  alarm  ought  to  be  di- 
mihifhed,  but  I  hope  the  period  is  not  far  diftant  when  the  Confti- 
tution  willberefiorcdto  that  ancient  and  beautiful  form  from  which 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  feduced  it.    He  faid,  he  (hould 
give  his  negative  to  the  motion,  becaufe  he  approved  of  that  old 
exploded  doctrine*,  that  "  the  Habeas  Corpus  act  ought  never  to  be 
fufpended  except  in  cafes  of  actual  or  very  imminent  danger."    One., 
tcmark  appeared  yet  nccefTary  upon  the  plea  of  refponfibility  which 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  brought  forward  when  he  called  upon 
the  Houfe  to  repofe  its  confidence  in  the  meafures  of  Adminiftration. 
Wlien  Minifl;ers  claim  the- confidence  of  the  Houfe  upon  light  and 
trivial  occafions,  Mr.  Grey  afferted  they  were  entitled  to  no  confi- 
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dencc  ;  and  he  aflerted  this,  becaufe  there  had  not  appeared  to  him 
one  clear,  demonftrative  and  Aifficicnt  argument  to  juftify  the  dif- 
pofal  of  fo  much  power  in  the  hands  of,  the  Executive  Government. 

Colonel  ROLLE  recommended  the  divifion  upon  a  renewal  of 
an  aft  for  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  aS  at  a  former  period 
(we  believe  in  theye;ir  1754)  to  be  read,  when  the  Ayes  were  71, 
and  the  Noes  13.  He  did  this,  h«  faid,  that  the  people  might 
know  what  the  opinions  of  that  Houfe  formerly  were  upon  a  fimilar 
occafion. 

The  queftion  being  now  loudly  called  for  from  every  quarter  of 
the  Houfe,  a  divifion  took  place. 

For  the  motion  230  ;  Againft  it  53.     Majority  177. 

On  the  numbers  being  declared,  the  Attorney  General  moved, 
that  the  bill  be  committed  on  the  morrow.  On  which  a  convcria- 
tion  took  place  acrofs  the  table. 

Mr.  ERSKINE,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  Sheridan  hoped  the  learned 
gentleman  would  not  pcrfift  in  his  intention  of  hurrying  fo  teomcn- 
tous  a  fubje6t  through  the  Houfe,  efpecially  a»  the  late  hour  to  which 
they  had  then  fat  would  render  it  highly  inconvenient  to  many  gen- 
tlemen to  attend  to  die  queftion  with  the  minute  confidcration  which 
it  required. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  he  was  anxious  to  have 
the  bill  committed  as  foon  as  poffible,  otherwife  there  would  not  be 
fufficient  time  to  pafs  it  into  a  law  before  the  day  on  which  the  pre- 
fent  expire,d,  which  would  be  attended  with  the  great  inconvenience 
of  being  obliged  to  commence  the  bufinefs  de  novo. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  obferved  that  he  thought  there  could  be  no  ob- 
jeflion  to  deferring  the  committaf  till  Monday,  if  the  gentleman  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  (Mr.  Grey)  whofe  motbn  refpe6Kngthe 
war  ftood  for  that  day,  would  agree  to  change  Monday  to  Tuetoy. 

Mr.  GREY  having  expreffed  his  unwillingnefs  to  defer  his  mo- 
tion any  longer  than  Monday, 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  would  not  confent  to  let  the 
committal  ftand  over  till  Tuefday,  and  moved,  **  That  the  bill  be 
now  committed."     On  which 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  FOX  hoped  there  was  a  reciprocal  inclinati<Hi  on  both  fite 
to  acconmiodate  the  matter,  and  expreffed  a  wifli  that  the  farther 
confidcration  of  the  bill  might  ftand  over  to  Tuefday,  from  which 
day,  he  was  fure,  there  would  be  abundance  of  time  to  pa6  it  *^ 
a  law,  previous  to  the  expiration  of  the  exifting  aft. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT,  after  fome  converfation,  agreed  to  Mr. 
JPox's  deiire  \  but  trufted  that^  as  he  had.conCeded  thus,  much,  ^ 
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i  demen  y^rmU  not  be  forprifed  if  he  fliould  move  fer  ^  third  reading 
I  of  the  bill  on  Tuefday  night,  after  its  oommittal. 

Mr.  SHERI  DAN  affured  the  righthonourablegcntletnanhefliould 
[  not  be  furprifed  at  any  propolition  that  might  come  from  him ;  «nd 
I  after  the  unreafonabie  motion  that  had  been  made  to  go  into  a  Com« 

auttee  at  that  late  hour  of  the  morning,  he  jfhould  not  wonder  if  the 
I  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  perfifted  in  the  intention  he 

had  then  given  notice  of. 

The  Attorney  General  and  Mr.  Sheridan  agreed  to  withdraw 

their  reipeAive  motions. 

MINORITY  on  the  Motion  made  to  read  a  fecond  Time  the 
KU  for  further  Aifpending  the  Habeas  Corpus  Ad. 


Antonie,  Lee 
Anfon,  Thomas 
Aubrey,  Sir  John 
Bouverie,  Hon.  Edward 
Burch,  J.  R. 
Byng,  George 
Cavendiih,  Lord  G«  H« 
Church,  J.  B. 
Coke,  T.  W. 
Coke,  Edward 
Colhoun,  William 
Courtebay,  John 
CrcWc,  John 
Curwen,  Chriilian 
Erikine,  Hon.  Thomas. 
Edwards,  G,  N.' 
Featherftone,  Sir  Henry 
Fiupatrick,  General 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Foley,  Hon.  Edward 
Fox,  Right  Hon.  C.  J. 
Francis,  Philip 
Hare,  James 
Harrifon,  John 
Harcourt,  John 
Howard,  Henry 
Jekyl,  Jofeph 


Jerroife,  C.  Jervpifc 
St.  John,  Hon.  St.  Andrew 
Lambtofi,  William  Henry 
Lemon,  Sir  William 
Maitland,  Hon.  Thomas 
M'Leod,  General  N, 
Notth,  Dudley 
Pierfe,  Hcnvy 
PluOKr,  William 
Powlett,  W.  Powlett 
Rawdon,  Hon.  John 
Robinfon,  Maurice 
RuiTcl,  Lord  William 
Spencer,  Lord  Robejrt 
Stewart,  Shaw 
Smith,  William 
Sturt,  Charles 
Tarleton,  Oeneral 
Thorold,  Sir  John 
Thompfon,  Thomas 
Townmend,  Lord  John 
Walwyn,  James  • 
Wharton,  John 
Whitbrcad,  Samuel,  jun* 
Whitmore,  Thomas 
Wynne,  R.  W. 


Grey,  Charles 


Tellers. 

Sheridan,  R.  B. 
Total  Si* 


Monday,   iSthJanuafy* 

Mri  BALDWIN  took  the  oat  is  and  his  feat  for  the  Boroc^  of 
Maltofij  in  the  County  of  York. 
Mr.  Alderman  AND£ESON  prefented  a  petition  fn>m  the  I^ri 
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li^ayof,  Alderman  and  Livery  of  the  City  of  London,  in  Common^. 
Hall  affemWed,  of  which  the  following  is  the  fubftancc : 

**  That  your  Petitioners  deplore  the  evil  confequenccs  of  war  in  ge- 
neral ;  but  more  particularly  t^c  calafnitous  effeds  of  the  prefent  war  00 
the  tradie,  •manafadlurcs'  and  commerce  of  the  Britiih  Empire. 
•  "  your  Petitioners  conceive  that  none  of  the  ends  propbfcd  by  thq 
prefent  war,  either  have  been,  or  are  likely  to  be  obtained,  although  it 
has  bceri  carried'on  at  an  unprecedented  expence  to  this  country,  andh'ai 
already  produced  an  alarming  increafe  of  the^  national  debt,  augmeatal 
by  fubfidie*  to  allies,  who  have  aojt  fulfiJled  their  folemn  engagements, 
or  rendered  adequate  fervice  fbr  large  fums  a6lually  received  by  them. 

"  Your  Petitioners,  from  their  prefent  view  ot  public  meafures,  prc- 
fuinc  humbly,  but  firmly,  to  exprefs  to  this  honourable  Houfe,  their 
dec^«led  conviiftion,  that  the  principle  upon  which  thfe  war  appears  now 
to  be  carried  on,:  njiiither  is  nor  can  be  elTentiaJ  to  the  prpfperity,  the  li- 
berty, or  the  glory  of  the  Britifli  Empire.' 

"  Your  Petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray,  that  this  honourable  Houfe, 
difclaiming  all. right  of>interfering  in  the  internal  concerns  of  France,' 
vill  bepleafedto  take  fuchmeafu  res,  as  they  inthcjr  wifdoro  (hall  think 
proper  for  the  purpofe  of  pmmoting  a  f^eedy  peace,  between  Great  Britain 
iand  the  power  with  whoi!n  wc  are  at  war."  .;      '    .'        ' 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  t;able.  .     ,  T 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  That  the  Chaplain  do  preach 
before  this  Houfe  at  St; 'Margaret's  Church,  on  Friday,  the  30* 
of  January.      Ordered.' 

General  SMITH,  wiflied  to  know  what  meafures  were  taken 
with  refpeft  to  officers  in  India  ;  this  was  a  queftion  which  he  had 
.put  to  the  r^ight' honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Duni^as)  laftyear,  who 
had  then  promifpd  that  fomething  (hould  be  done  ;•  as  he  did  not 
know  whether  any  meafure  had  been  taken,  he  was  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  renewing  his'cjuefhon  {  he  hoped  thefe officers  would  no^ 
be  fuffered  to  languifli  from  year  to  year  without  foftie  fteps  being 
taken  to  relieve  tliem. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  (aid,  he  was  difpofed  to  ^ve  the^qucf- 
tion  of  the.  honourable  General  the  moft  explicit  anfwer  which  he 
was  able  to  |ive  ;.  arid  he  hoped  the  honourable  General  had  heard 
cut  of  doors  enough  to  (hew  him,  that  he  (Mr.  D.undas)  had  not  been 
inactive  upon  this  fubjcft..  Lord  Cornwallis  had  been  referred  to 
upon  this  matter  ;  and  he  had  confidered  the  whole,  and  had  made 
his  report  upon  it,\in  which  there  were  many  fuggeftions,  which,  he 
had  nD  doubt,  would  be  very  ufefiil; ''  He  had  His  Majefty's  com- 
mind  to  lay  that  Report  before  the  Court  of  PlreAors;  befides  this, 
he  had  had  private  commilfffations  with  feveral  officers. — It  was 
'a>q<!icC^ion  of  very  gi^t  magnitude,  and  *ort' which,  he  feared,  there 
would  be  much  difference  of  opinion :  Lord  Cornwallis  and  the 
Eoifrt  of  Dircdtdrs' had  already  differed  infome  refpeds ,  and  the 
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•fficers  did  not  entirely  agree  with  either.  He  ought  not  to  fay 
much  of  liimfclf ;  but  he  would  affert,  that  he  had  not  been  guilty 
df  any  d^ay  ;  he  had  been  confidering  information,  which  he  rc- 
•cetved  no  longer  ago  than  laft  Saturday :— it  was  an  arduous  talk, 
and  he  -would  go  through  his  duty  in  it  as  well  as  he  was  able.  He 
trufted,  that  fomethin^  might  be  done,  even  in  the  prefent  year,  fa 
,  fliat  the  offigers  in  India  might  have  fome  information,  on  the  ar- 
rival'there  of  the  nen  fleet. 

Mr.  iFRANGIS  agreed  with  the  Secretary  of  State  that  this  wa* 
a  very  iniportant  queftion,  but  he  was  forry  to  hear  that  there  was 
fomuch  difference  of  opinion  ;  it  was  unfortunate  that  Tuch  (hould 
be  the  cafe  after  fo  much  confidcration  had  been  given  to  the  fiAyeft* 
He  hoped  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  lay  die  Report 
he  alluded  to  before  the  Houfe.  .  . 

'  General  SMITH  then  moved,  that  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prc- 
fented  to  His  Majefty,  praying  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pteafed 
to  give  dire<3ions,  that  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe  the  petitions 
of  the  officers  belonging  to  the  Eaft-India  Company's  fenvice. 

Mr.  Secretary  DlJNEfAS  feid,  he  had  no  objedtion  to  this  mo- 
tion, but  he. doubted  extremely  as  to  how  far  that  would  bring  about 
tile  obje£l  which  he  believed  the  honourable  gentleman  to  have  in 
view.  -  '     •  .•:       "         "  ^  ,.      "    .\  ■ 

•   The  motion  was  tilen  put  and  carrie<i. 

Mr.  FRANCIS-  fu^fted  that  it  might  be  proper  to  lay  before 
file  Houfe,  a  copy  of  the  Report  to  which  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman alluded.  '  •         - 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  hd  apprehended  it  to  bfe  quite 
iiAufual  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  an  inftrument  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faw  nothing  extraordinary  in  callingforthe  pro- 
duftion  of  iuch  an  inftrument ;  however,  as  it  was  objeded  to,  it 
was  a  thing  which  he  ihould  not  prefs. 

Mn  SHE'RIPAN  obferved  that  an  order  had  been  midefor 
producing  a  copy  of  a  commiffion,  under  which  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot 
a6ted  as  Vice-roy  of  Corfica.  He  did  not  obferve  that  fuch,  order 
had  been  yet  'complied  with. 

'  ^  Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  feid  he  held  in  his  hand  the  very  pa- 
per which  the  honourable  geotleman  ailludcd  to,  and,  with  his  per- 
Iftiffion,  it  (hould  now  belaid  upon  the  table ;  which  being  read,  it 
appeared  to  contain  a  memorandum,' that  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  had 
flofabry,  as  yet  given  to  him,  tas  Viee-^oy  of  Cortica. 

Mr.   SHERIDAN  faid,  that  an  opportunity  might  occur  for 

teving -a  complete  examination  of  this  matter.     He  obferved,  that 

.    ^ere  was  a  memorandum  that  hitherto  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  had  had 
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no  felaiy  ais  Vicc-roy  of  OMfGca*  That  there  was  to  be  a  fdajy,. 
and  ths^  too  to  be  spaid  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people  of  thm 
country^  he  took  for  granted.  That>  bowevery  was  a  fubjcA 
ykhkh  might  be  difcufled  hereafter. 

Mr.  GREY  rofe  in  confec^cnce  of  a  notice  which  he  had  ^ten 
ql  the  motion  which  he  intended  to  make  5  a  motion  which  was  unr 
irfiial  in  point  of  form,  and  unufual  as  to  the  mode  of  bringing  k 
forward  He  had  to  bring  before  the  Houfeaqueftion  in  its  nature 
and  in  ltd  confequences  one  of  the  moft  important  on  which  that 
Houfe  ever  excrcifed  its  deliberation  or  its  power.  It  was  not  Uk& 
many  other  fubjeftsj  which  were  frequently,  -perhaps  too  often,  ^- 
tatcd  in  that  Houfe.  It  was  not  merely  a  difpute  between  two  ap* 
^  pofite  fides  who  (hould  have  the  conduft  and  the  dirfdliori  of  public 
affeirs — not  a  queftion  on  any  fuch  narrow  grounds  or  principles— 
it  was  oat  a  queAkm  whether  this  or  that  denomination  of  men  (hould 
ticAd  or  contend  for  a  transfer  of  the  power  of  Adminiliration—noC 
whether  it  ihould  cofitinue  }n  one  fet  of  men,  or  ftipuld  go  into  other 
hands  r-HiQ^  it  was  a  queftion  of  much  greater  importance ;  it  wa^  £0 
be  decided  on  the  broad  ground  of  national  interefti  as  k  af- 
le<fled  the  happinefs,  the  fefety,  nay,  poflibly  the  very  extAence» 
of  this  country.  If,  faid  Mr.  Grey,  in  the  courfe  of  de- 
bates, fincc  the  period  in  which  this  calamitous  war  commen* 
ced ;  if  any  thing  of  animofity  had  occunred ;  if  paSoD  had 
iniQed  Ibme  perfons  to  interefl  then^elves  in  behalf  of  this  war,  and 
had  led  them  to  deiire  to  cany  it  on  ;  if  individuals  had  been  Itiifled 
into  it  by  falfe  alarms,  the  cafe  was  now  entirely  changed ;  it  waa 
nof^r  a  matter  of  n;al  alwrm  to  every  man  who  had  good  wj(b€i&  for 
tile  wel^re  of  this  country.  If  tliat  Houfe  was  what  it  profefii^  lo 
be*-^&e  real  Guardian  of  the  Public  Safety ;  if  it  intended  to  a£l  in 
ks  true  dtiuradiery  k  would  then  look  with  great  attention  upfm  dui 
fubje6l ;  if  tl^ey  would  z6k  with  the  feeling  and  the  temper  cf  good 
m^n*  they  would  reflet  on  the  importance  of  the  fubjcQ,  and  re- 
member that  not  only  the  money,  but  alfo  the  lives  of  thdufands 
II waited  the  dedfion  of  this  night.  After  tvvo  years'war,*  marked 
with  a  mixture  of  brilliant  fucceiTes  and  melancholy  difafter$»  both 
of  which  had  contributed  to  drain  this*  country  of  its^  Uood  afid  of 
its  treafure,  we  were  not  one  point  nearer  to  the  obje£t  for  whiefa  it 
was  faid  to  bt  undertaken,  than  at  the  moment  of  its  commence* 
tnct^t.  A  melancholy  reflexion  this ;  ftill  more  fo  when  the  livca' 
of  perhaps  50,000  of  our  coiflltrymen  had  been  facrificed,  and  when 
we  had  fo  enormoufly  increafed  our  debt ;  a  debt  whkh  had  cdntri* 
buted  fo  much,  and  which  will  contribute  much  more  to  damp  the 
ardour^  cramp  the  genius^  and  check  the  induftry  of  all  rwiks  and 
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defcriptions  of  people  in  this  country ;  melancholy  Indted  was  d\u 
i€fie<3ion,  for  if  the  war  were  to  terminate  to-day  we  (hall  have  added 
to  our  national  debt  perhaps  fcventy  millions  of  money-  The  righl 
honourable  gentleman  feemed  not  to  affent  to  this.  He  believed  it 
was  not  an  exa^erated  account,  but  in  order  to  gvoid  difputes  upoa 
the  fum,  he  would  ftate  it  at  fifty  millions ;  that  he  knew  was  be- 
low  the  mark,  but  he  was  content  to  take  it  fo.  Surely  then  it  be- 
came the  Houfe  to  deliberate  again  and  again  befinre  they  added  to  a 
fauiden  alreiady  fo  enormous ;  it  became  them  to  paufe  before  they 
would  proceed  one  ftep  fanher,  where  the  iffue  was  in  itfelf  fo  ha- 
lardousj  and  the  lofs  fo  large  and  certain.  The  propoiition  which 
he  had  to  bring  forward  now,  was  fuch  as  every  Member  in  the 
Houfe  had  had  an  opportunity  of  confidering,  for  when  he  gave  liis 
Aouce  he  not  only  explained  the  nature  of  the  fubjed,  but  gave  to 
the  Houfe  the  very  terms  of  his  motion ;  and  he  added  at  that  time, 
inordcr  that  no  ambiguity  fhould  be  found  in  any  branch  of  the  fub- 
jed^,  the  fubfbnce  of  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  Minifler  s  avowed 
opnion  as  to  a  form  of  Government  in  France,  with  which  thia 
country  mi^t  fafcly  and  honourably  treat.  He  (hould  noW  rc-ftate, 
as  well  as  he  was  able,  the  words  of  that  right  honourable  gentle- 
man. He  faid,  upon  the  Governn)ent  with  which  we  (hould  trea^ 
Ac  beft  terms  of  fecurity,  he  believed  he  added,  the  moft  fatlsfaiStory^ 
to  him  were  to  be  obtained  from  a  Monarchy  on  fomething  like  the 
bafis  of  the  old  Government  of  France ;  that  he  conceived  it  would 
be  pcrffsble  for  this  country  to  treat  with  a  Republic,  but  that  with 
die  prefent  Government  of  France  we  qould  not  treat,  nor  Qiould 
we  treat,  for  we  were  not  yet  fo  reduced  for  want  of  refources  as  to 
make  it  ncceflfary  for  us  to  treat  with  them,  and  there  was  nothing 
in  the  afp^  of  their  refources  which  made  them  formidable  to  u&. 
In  fed,  nothing  (hort  of  the  utter  ruin  of  this  country  would  induce 
the  Minifter  to  ticat  for  peace.  This,  he  underftood,  to  be  the 
meaning,  and  this  he  feared  might  be  the  efFe<ft  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman's  fentiments  upon  that  fubjcd,  if  that  Houfe  (hould 
be  pleafed  to  fellow  them.  And  thefe  fentiments  were  indeed  alarm- 
ing, when  it  was  refle<Sed  that  they  came  from  a  man  who  had  die 
diredtion  of  public  affairs,  and  on  whofe  opinion,  (hould  the  Houfe 
fupport  it,  the  dreadful  iffue  of  this  war  depended.  This  opinion, 
however,  had  not  yet  been  countenanced  by  the  Houfe  of  Common. 
He  hoped  it  never  would,  and  he  had  now  endeavoured  to  bring  ai 
qoeftion  forward  which  (hould,  as  fairly  as  poflTible,  put  that  point 
in  iifue.  He  hoped  it  was  an  opinion  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man himfelf  would  now  abandon ;  and  he  trufted  it  was  fuch  as,  if 
the  Minifter  (hould  ever  perfift  in,  the  Houfe  would  never  counte- 
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nance.     When'  he  gave  his  notice  of  the  motion  with  which  he 
Ihould  conclude,  he  afked  the  Minifter  If  the  wording  of  the  motiori 
was  fair  and  fatisfaclory  to  him ;  he  added,  that  if  any  other  terms 
were  neceffaty,  he  had  no  objedion  to  their  being  inferted.     The 
right  honourable  gendeman  thought  the  motion  perfeSly  fair,  and 
cxpreffed  himfelffatisfied.  with  them.     The  point,  therefore,  y/zi 
fo  far  fimple  and  intelligible,  and  no  man  by  agreeing  to  his  motion, 
would  acknowledge  any  thing'  which  that  Hbufe  bad  denied;  die 
point  to  be  difcufled  here  was  fo  clear,  fo  fimple  and  intelligible, 
that  the  Minifter  having  agreed  to  put  it  upon  that  iflue,  flood  now 
dtreflly  pledged  to  come  to  a  diredl  vote  upon  the  queftion.     This 
was  an  occafion  in  which  the  feelings  of  the  Houfe  were  moft 
warmly  engaged,  and  he  would  venture  to  fay,  that  if  they  felt  col- 
ledively  as  a  body,  what  he  was  fure  they  felt  individually  as  men^ 
all  referve  would  be  fet  afide,  all  animofity  avoided,  all  artifice  would 
be  abandoned,  all  mift  which  fometimes  obfcured  political  points 
would  be  difpelled,  the  Houfe  would  not  fhun  the  queftion,  but 
would  come  forward  honeftly  at  once,  and  give  their  real  opinion. 
This  it  was  their  duty  to  do,  for  they  fhould  remember,  they  were 
to  decide  on  the  lives  of  a  multitude  of  their  countrymen.    He  would 
again  fay, ,  it  was  abfoliitely  neceilary,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
Ihould  deal  fairly  and  frankly  with  the  people  of  this  country,  for 
without  frankneis  and  fair  dealing  with  the  people,,  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  would  neither  have,  nor  dcfcrveto  have,  any  rcfpcftfrom 
the  people  ;  the  more  efpecially  fo  when  they  were  voting  away  the 
money,  and  facrificing  the  lives  of  their  conftituents.     It  was  a 
queftion,  ^on  the  iffue  of  which  even  the  people  of  France  had  a  right 
to  expedl  the  Houfe  to  come  to  a  decifion  ;  they  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pedt  it  from  the  juflice  and  the  candour  of  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, for  the  people  of  France  ought  to  know  againft  what  it  is  diat 
they  are  fighting — they  ought  to  know  whether,  in  the  opinion  of 
that  Houfe,  they  had  a  right,  which  he  would  contcnd>  as  a  general 
principle,  every  nation  under  Heaven  had,  the  right  of  determining 
what  form  of  Government  they  (hall  have.     There  was  anodier 
reafon  why  the  queftion  which  he  fliould  propofe  to-night  (hould  be 
met  by  an  explicit  vote- — it  was  nccefiary  on  account  of  the  fituation 
of  the  Minifter  himfelf ;  it  was  as  important  to  him  that  he  Ihould 
not  be  deceived,  as  it  was  important  to  the  country  that  he  fhould 
not  deceive  the  Houfe.  '    It  was  neceffary,  that  he  fhould  know 
whether  the  Houfe  was  willingto  go  on  with  a  helium  ad  intfrnecimffh 
as  he  had  on  form^-  occafions  ftated  tliis  war  to  be  ;  and  by  his  con- 
dud  fince  the  commencement  of  it,  he  had  incurred  a  fevere  rcfpon- 
fibility,  and  which  was  every  hour  increafing.    It  was  neceffary  tb» 
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Itoufe  ihould  undcrftan^  the  Minifter,  and  that  the  Minifterftiould 
Uhderftand  the  Moufe ;  that  he  (hould  know  clearly  and  explicitly 
What  fort  of  fupport  the  Houfe  intended  to  give  him  during  the  con- 
^lance  of  the  war.— His  propofition  was  framed  with  a  view  to 
Al  thefe  points  ;  it  was  plain,  fimple,  and  intelligible.      It  did  not 
go  to  the  full  elctent  of  his  own  opinion  upon  the  fubjedt.     The 
tfcft  of  his  motion  went  not  the  length,  that  we  fhall,  or  even  that 
%e  ought  to  negociate  noW,  but  (imply  to  fay  that  ncgociation  at  this 
fime  is  not  precluded  by  the  fortti  of  the  Government  of  France. 
If  he  were  to  a<5l  up  to  his  own'  opinion j  he  fhould  make  his  motion 
in  much  broader  terms,  and  fay,  that  uridef  all  circumftances  as 
Acy  now  arc,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Minifters  of  this  country  to  , 
proceed  without  deldy  to  a  negociatiort  ;  but  this  his  motion  did  not 
pitfcribe,  all  that  his  motion  went  to  effe&  was  tnerely  to  put  this 
country  and  France  in  a  ri^pciable  ftatc.     It  would  be  nothing  , 
more,  if  carried,  thai^  d  parliamentary  declaration  that  the  form  of 
Government  in  Ftarice  was  not  a  bar  betl/t'cen  it  and  a  negociatiort 
with  this  country.     It  61^  not  proceed  to  tell  Minifters  what  he 
thought  their  duty,  it  merely  aimed  at  putting  the  affairs  of  the  two 
Nations  in  a  n^ociablc  ftate ;  or,  in  other  words,  to  render  it  pofli- 
blc  for  the  French,  if  fo  difpofed,  to  agree  to  negociate  with  us- 
This,  then,  being  the  queftion,  he  Ihould  hope  that  the  pledge 
which  the  Minifter  had  entered  into  for  meeting  this  fubjeft  fairly* 
would  be  aded  up  to,  that  the  Houfe  might  come  to  a  conclufion 
Upon  the  iffue  of  it,  and  that^  the  queftion  might  not  be  evaded. 
He  was  told,  upon  former  occafions,  that  the  queftion  between  this 
country  and  France,  was  not  to  be  confidered  as  a  difpute  between 
nations  in  general  at  war,  but  was  of  a  particular  nature.     Unfor- 
tunately that  \^as  true ;  but  yet  we  fhould  know  the  fpecific  objeft 
of  hoftilitiesj  and  then  we  (hould  confider  what  profpeft  there  was  of . 
our  future  fuccefs   fix)m  attending  to  the  efFeft  of  our  paft  endea- 
vours ;  and  then  follow  the  queftion,  how  far  it  would  be  politic  to 
continue  hoftilities.     But  the  queftion,  unfortunately  for  us,  .could 
hardly  be  faid  to  be  now  of  that  nature.     He  was  told,  when  the 
difpute  arofe,  there  were  feveral  caufes  for  the  commencement  of  thfe 
war ;  he  was  t€>ld  when  hoftilities  commenced,  and  he  had  heard 
but  little  more  to  inform  him  upon  that  fubjeft  fince,  that  the  fall 
of  the  Govcrnhient  of  France  was   eflential  to   the   fafety  of  our 
own,  for  that  theirs  was  in  dircft  hoftility  to  ours,  and  that  their 
fuccefs  was  incompatible  with  our  fafety.    He  had  no  doubt  but  that 
he  fhould  be  told  the  fame  thing  now,  and  that  it  might  be  infifted 
upon,  that  therefore  we  cannot  now  negociate.     He  had  no  doubt 
cither,  but  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  tell  the  Hpufe,  that 
Vol.  XL.  Rr 
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^heir  formpr  deciiior^s  were  tantamount  to  this.  He  did  not  think 
^hat.fuch  could  fairly  be  faid  to  be  the  efFed:  of  any  of  the  decjlions 
of  that  Houfe.  If  w^  could  recur  to  a  fituation  to  which  the  Mini- 
fter  would  be  glad  to  recur,  namely,  the  time  when  we  were  at  peacc^ 
and  who,  if  he  had  the  opportunity,  would  obf^rvc  a  conduct  di- 
redly  the  reverfe  of  what  he  now^  purfued,  we  ftiould  find  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  in  exprefs  terms  thanking  His  Majefty  for  abftaining 
from  all  interference  in  the  affairs  of  the  French  nation.  This 
yifzs,  in  the  month  of  December  1792,  long  after  the  King  of  France 
had  been  depofed,  and  the  French.had  cdablifhcd  a  Republican  form 
of  Government ;  and  after  alfo  many  of  the  exceffes  for  which  the 
French  had  bc<cn  fo  mi|ch  and  fo  defervedly  blamed  had  been  per- 
petrated., -Here  Mr.  Grey  rea4  a  part  of  the  Addrefs  to  His  Majefty 
in  anfwer  to  his  fpecch  at  the  meeting  of  Parliament  in  1 7.92.  He 
did  this,,  he  faid,  in  order  to  fhew  that  the  condud  of  the  French 
was  as  objcvSionable  at  that  time  to  our  feelings  as  it  had  been  fince 
or  could,  be  now,  and  yet  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  then  of  opi- 
nion that  the  form  pf  Government  of  France  was  not  incompatible 
with  our  fafety.  He  knew  of  nothing  fince  in  which  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  had  given  a  contrary  opinion.  He  had  heard  indeed 
many  arguments  urged  to  fupport  a  contrary  opinion  \  but  he  did 
not  know  of  any  decifioH  of  that  Houfe  by  which  that  opinion  had 
J)eerv  negatived,  and.  therefore  he  did  not  propofe  now  any  thing  in- 
<X)mpatible  with  what  the  Houfe  had  already  done. .  It  was  for  the 
Houfe  toconfider  now  whether  they  would  countenance  to  its  full 
extent,  the  opinion  which  the  Minifter  had  often  expreflfed  upon  th? 
Jfubjc<n-,  and  would. take  from  him  and  impofe  upon  themfelvcs  die 
great  refponfibility  which  had  hitherto  been  attached  to  Adminiflratioti 
only.  He  wQuld  afk  the  Houfe  to  rcflevSl  upon  the  fituation  of  the 
prefcnt  war,  and  on  the  manner  in  which  it  had  commenced.  It 
was  true  that  the  declaration  of  the  war  originated  in  France ;  but 
did  that  decide  the  queftion  of.  Who  in  reality  commenced  the  con- 
teft  ?  Did  we  not  refufe  all  fatisfadtion  to  France  after  complaints 
were  ftated  ?  Did  we  not  fend  aWay  one  of  their  Minifters,  and  re- 
fufe to  receive  another  ?  Was  therefore  the  mere  declaration  of  n*af 
the  commencement  of  hoftilities  ?  moft  indubitably  it  was  not.  He 
therefore  regarded  the  war  on  our  part  as  a  war  of  aggravation,  widv 
out  (hewing  to  the  French  how  it  might  have  been  avoided,  or  bow 
it  now  can  be  difcontinued,  gnd  by  this  conduft  on  our  part  there 
;  was  a  complete  bar  to  all  treaty,  to  remove  which  was  the  only  ob- 
jeft  of  his  motion. 
.  How  far  the  objed  of  tlie  war,  on  our  part,  as  explained  by  the 
Minifter,  was  attainable,  and  how  far,  under  the  prefcnt  circum- 
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I  fences,  it  was.  politic  on  our  part  to  purfue  it,  were  points  which 
!  aught  to  be  cunfidcred.  If  the  Houfc  was  indeed  of  opinion  that ' 
I  Ac  very  exlftence  of  this  country  depended  on  our  being  ible  to  force 
the  French  to  abandon  their  prefeht  form  of  Government ;  however 
!  diftaint  and  vain  the  hope  might  feem  to  bim,  he  could  have  nothing 
to  ojftr  againfl  our  trying  to  accomplifli  it ;  for  he  hdd  no  doubt  that 
the  Hodfe  and  the  country  muft  determine  to  make  every  facrifke 
in  their  power  ;  but  he  hoped  that  the  exiftence  of  the  Government 
of  France  was  not  incompatible  with,  Or  its  deftruftion  heceffary 
to,  the  fafety  of  this  couritry,  and  he  was  happy  to  fay  he  faw  nothing 
that  ought  to  preclude  otir  treating  with  them.  In  examining  this 
qucition,  he  fhouid  not  find  it  neceffary  to  inquire  into  a  point  which 
had  been  often  infiikd  upon,' namely,  that  one  nation  in  fome  cafes 
has  a  right  to  interfere  with  the  internal  governm^int  of  another. 
As  a  general  propofition,  he  was  ready  to  fay  he  could  not  admk 
the  right  which  one  nation  had  to  interfere  with  the  government  cf 
another ;  but  in  certain  particular  cafes,  he'  thogghtithe  propofitioh' 
might  be  admitted ;  he  begged  it  to  be  underftocki  that  he  did  not 
ftibfcribc  to  the  doSrine  of  interference  with  the  governments^ of 
States  to  an  unqualified  extent.  It  was  not,  however,  to  be  denied, 
that,  generally  fpeaking,  a  nation  has  a  right  to  form  its  own  Go- 
vernment, and  that  other  nations  havd  no  right  to  interpofe*; 
.that  was  not  a  qucftion  into  which  the  difcuflion  of  this  ftibje<ft 
would  properly  lead,  for  fuppofing  the  deftruftion'of  the  prefent  Go- 
vernment of  France  to  be  a  delirable  object  for  this  country,  it 
became  us,  before  we  Ihould  fet  about  it,  to  inquire  into  the 
profpeft  which  we  had  of  fucceeding  in  the  attempt,  and  alk  our- 
felvcs  whether. the  probability  of  accomplifliing.it  was  equal  to  the 
hazard  of  the  enterprize.  Here  he  mirft  confcfs  the  view'  was  veiy 
unfavourable.  He  did  not  wifti  to  dwell  on  the  circumftanccs  6i 
^c  war,  becaufe  they  wiere  frefti  in  the  recolleflion  of  every  Mem- 
ber in  die  Houfe,  and  becaufe  they  were,  the  latter  part  of  them^  fo 
extremely  diiaftrous,  that  no  man  of  any  feeling  of  fenfibiiity  could 
review  them  without  concern  for  the  fate  of  this  country  ;  he  feared 
they  afforded  but  an  indifferent  fource  of  copfolation  to  thofe  who  hW 
pitdifted  a  favourable  iffueto  our  contcft.  He  had  heard  withafto- 
nifliment  the  foundation  which  die  Minifter  laid  for  our  fuccefs  m 
the  termination  of  the  ^irefent  war— the  weaknefs  of  the  French, 
and  the  ftrength  of  Great  Britain.  '  He  was  aftoniflied,  he  faid,  at 
J^earing  this  fort  of  argument ;  however,  that  was  the  ground  on 
^hichthisqucftion  fliould  be  confidered,  the  argument  was  divided  into 
two  branches — the  chance  of  a  counter-revolution  in  France,  and 
*c  reduced  ftatc  of  their   finances.     With  r«gard  to  a  counter- 
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'  rcvoludon  to  be  effeficdby  force  .of  arms,  was  it  necef&ry  that  fud^ 
a  pofition  (hould  be  argued  ?    Was  it  necefiiiry  to  recapitulate  the 
circumftances  which  made  up  our  daily  experience  ypon  the  fubje6^? 
It  was^true  that  the  prefent  Government  of  France  had  committed 
the  moft  horrjd  afts  of  cruelty  ;  but  was  it  doubted,  that  with  all 
its  excelTes,  the  mafs  of  the  people  were  attached  to  that  Govern- 
ment ;  and  if  fo,  was  it  to  be  a  queftion  whether  the  moderatioit 
which  that  Governmeiit  had  lately  ik^wn,  would  diminifh  that  at- 
tachment ?  The  truth  was,  and  it  would  be  criminal  to  attempt  t© 
conceal  it,  the  people  of  France  detefted  the  very  idea  of  a  Mo- 
narchy at  this  moment,  and  whatever  might  be  the  defefts  of  x 
republican  form  of  Government,  a  Republic  they  were  determined 
to  have,  and  it  was  out  of  our  power  to  prevent  ir.     A  Republic 
they  would  have,  one  and  indivifible,  whatever  the  Minifter  of  this 
country  might  think  or  fay  ;  that  would  be  the  eftabliftied  form  of 
Government  in   France,  at  leaft  by  force  we  (hould  never  be  able 
to  prevent  it ;  this  opinion  he  had  formed  at  an  early  period  of  our 
contcft,  and  every  event  which  had  happened  fince,  had  confirmed 
that  opinion.     But  he  Was  ready  toadmit,  that  thofe  who  maintain 
a  contrary  opinion,  were  not  inconfiftent  with  their  premifes  ;  for 
they  alledged,  that  the  French  revolution  was  brought  aix)Ut  by  the 
people  having  perufed  Republican  writings.     He,  on  the  contrary, 
maintained  that  the  French  revolution  was  not  the  refult  of  the 
theoiy  and  fpeculation  of  philofophers,  but   arofe  out  of  the  hard- 
fliips  and  mifery  which  made  the  French  hate  and  deteft  the  tyranny 
and  defpotifm  from  which  they  originated.     It  was  ridictilous  to  fay 
that  any  peo^e  will  revolt  under  a  good  Government,  merely  to  try 
the  cffc6l  of  theory  and  fpeculation.    No,  no  ;  thofe  who  were  realfy 
of  this  opinion,  were  unacquainted  with  the  charaSer  of  man.     Ifc 
Ihould  like  to  be  (hewn  the  page  in  any  hi(iory  in  this  world,  whe're 
the  mafs  of  any  people  had  revolted  from   the  Government  under 
which   they  enjoyed  proteftion.     In  reality,  mankind  in  general 
were  inclined  the  other  way ;  they  were  fond  of  a  Government,  and- 
fometimes  blind  to  its  defedls,  when  they  were  confcious  they  weie 
proteded  by  it.     But  he  was  forry  to  fay  that  he  was  afraid  this 
was  not  always  the  cafe  with  Governments  ;  thofe  who  managed 
them  were  not  always  fatisfied  with  the  affedion  and  obedience  of 
the  people ;  they  would  often  plunder  and  infult  them  :  he  was  fony 
to  fay  alfo,  that  Governments  in  general  feemed  not  to  grow  as  wife 
as  they  ought  by  experience ;  and  this  was  moft  unfortunately  tmc 
in  the  hiftory  of  Revolutions.     It  had  been  thought  tfiat  the  revo- 
lution of  Anierica  might  have  taught  the  Minifters  a  leffon  to  pro- 
ceed widi  more  cautiqn.     But  let- us  fee   a  Jittlc  how  we  ftood, 
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and  how  the  h&is  were  upon  which  we  ought  to  form  our  judges 
ments  i  three  campaigns  had  now  paiTed-^Had  we  gained  an^ 
thing  ?— We  were  once  fo  forward,  as,  in  the  opinion  of  an  ho- 
nourable gpntleman  (Mr«  Jenkinfon)  we  might  be  able  to  march  tri* 
iimphantly  to  Paris  ;  and  he  believed^  although  he  was  not  fo  fan- 
guine  as  that  honourable  gentleman,  that  really  at  one  time  there 
vns  fome  idea  that  the  allies  might  fubdue  the  French,  and  that  he 
believed  might  have  been  apprehended  in  the  National  Convention, 
at  leaft  they  thought  their  fituation  a  very  ferious  one ;  but  had  we 
gained  one  inch  fince  that  period  ?  We  had  made  once  an  imprcf- 
fion  on  the  fide  of  Alface,  Had  we  gained  any  thing  fince  ?  Wc 
had  gained  the  port  of  Toulon,  as  it  was  once  faid,  by  the  aflTec- 
tion  of  its  inhabitants,  and  the  hatred  they  had  for  the  French 
Republic,  but,  as  it  has  fince  appeared,  by  the  treachery  of  a 
few  individuals.  Had  we  gained  a  fingle  man  in  favour  of  our  caufc 
by  that  event  ?  If  we  looked  to  the  South  of  France  for  an  infurrec- 
tion,  what  profpeft  had  we  of  gaining  any  thing  by  it  ?  There  wc 
fliould  fee  the  main  body  of  the  people  reconciled  and  attached  to 
the  prefeht  Government.  In  truth,  they  were  united  to  their  Go-^ 
yernment,  and  gave  it  extraordinary  energy  from  a  fenfe  of  conimon 
danger  ;  that  was  fure  to  be  the  cafe  in  every  Government.  Was 
it  not,  at  this  very  moment,  the  cafe  in  our  own  ?  Did  we  not  fee 
the  hands  of  Government  ftrengthened  every  hour,  even  upon  the 
bare  fufpicion  of  a  common  danger  ?  Had  not  the  Habeas  Corpus 
aft,  the  pride  of  Er^lifhmen,  been  fufpended  on  that  idea?  Was 
it  therefore  the  lefs  likely  to  be  the  cafe  in  France,  under  all  its  cir- 
curtiftanccs,  than  in  any  other  country  ?  He  would  fay,  therefore, 
that  with  regard  to  every  hope  of  a  counter  revolution  in  France,  the 
queftion  was  at  an  end,  either  by  force  of  arms  or  otherwife.  The 
next  point  which  had  been  infifted  upon  by  the  Minifter  as  a  reafon 
why  we  fliould  exped  fuccefs  in  the  prefent  war,  was  the  want  of 
refources  on  the  part  of  the  French  ;  that  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  ftated,  that  the  French  were  fo  exhaufted,  that  he  could 
prove,  from  calculation,  they  could  not  continue  the  war  much 
longer.  He  had  heard,  he  faid,  much  upon  this  fort  of  reafoning 
by  calculation  of  the  ftrength  of  States.  He  had  heard  it  from  the 
commencement  of  the  prefent  war  to  this  moment,  and  yet  the 
Froich  had  been  fuccefsfiil  in  proportion  as  we  had  depreciated  their 
refources,  He  had  heard  it  in  His  Majefty's  fpeech.  [Here  he  read 
part  of  the  King's  fpeech  of  laft  year.]  This  wa$,the  language  in 
the  year  1 794,  and  fuch  was  th«  language  now.  But  the  hiftory 
pf  the  world  proved  the  fallacy  of  this  mode  of  argument.  We 
were  told  of  the  progreffive  and  rapid  decay  of  the  refources  of  the 
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Frendh.     frecifely  in  the  fame  ftyle  the  Houfe  of  Commons  w-ats^ 
addreffed  in  the  year  I777>  when  the  American  war  was  hardlys; 
begun,  and  upon  that  occafion  a  fpeech  was  made  by  a  perfon   (tlwi^. 
late   Lord  Chatham),  to  whofe   authority   the  right  honourabl^ti 
gentleman   would   certainly    pay    fome  attention.      That   greawjj 
Statcfman   had   then    afked,    "  Where    is  the  man  who  has  xtk^ 
forehead  to  fay  he  can  prove  it  ?   I  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  his  face ;  X. 
fliould  like  to  look  at  it."     Now  we  all  know  that  the  American* 
had  iffucd  a  great  quantity  of  paper  money,  and  they  were  faid  on 
that  account  to  -want  refources,  and  it  was  inSfted  that  therefore  they 
muft  fall.     It  was  then  alfo  ftated,  by  way  of  proof  of  that  affer-  - 
tion,  that  the  debts  of  the  Americans  would  amount  to  fixty-fix 
millions  fterling,  and  that  the  whole  value  of  their  cftates  did  iyo^- 
amount  to  more  than  thirty-three  millions.      Such  were  the  aivu-t 
merits  then,  arid  fuch  they  were  now  ;  this  was  the  misfortune  af 
having  the  affairs  of  this  nation  in  the  hands  and  under  tb^  direc- 
tion of  men  who  were  unable  to  diftinguifh  between  the  fallacy  of 
fuch  calculations  and  the  energy  of  a  people  ftruggfing  for  what  ap- 
peared to  them  to  be  their  freedom,  men  who  thought  that  their^ 
knowledge  upon  fuch  topics  was  fuperior  to  what  was  to  be  collect- 
ed from  the;  teftimony  of  experience  and  hiftory  of  nations.    But,  if 
we  compared  that  ftatement  of  American  refources  with  thofeof 
France,  we  (hould  find  tliat,  even  upon  that  calculation,  there  was 
a  prodigious  advantage  in  favour  of  France.     The  moft  exaggerated 
account  that  had  been  given  of  the  probable  debt  of  France,  amount- 
ed only  to  four  hundred  and  twenty  millions  (about  one  hundred 
millions  beyond  the  truth),  and  the  value  of  their  landed  cftate  was 
admitted  to  be  above  fix  hundred  millions  fterling.      What,  then, 
was  to  be  faid  on  the  queftion  of  calculation,  efpecially  when  we  all 
knew  that  the   French  were  now  adding  whole   nations    to  their 
wealth  ;  when  they   have  in  their  pofi"eflion    a   Bank,  which  was 
once  faid  to  be  identified  with  the  Bank  of  England  ?    But  this,  in 
truth,    great  and   mighty   as    the    advantage   was    in   favour  of 
the  French,    was    not. by  any   means   the  real    way  to  eftimatc 
the    refources  of  a   people,  who,  in  a  ftate  of ,  revolution,  were 
"contending,    as  they   thought,    for    their  liberties    and   lives.— 
They  were  not  to  be  meafured  by  the  commpn  efforts  of  a  people ; 
for  while  there  was  iron  in  the  bowels,  or  grafs  upon  the  furface, 
of  the  earfh,  there  was  no  end  to  their  refources.      Befides,  ifwc 
looked  at  the  population  of  France,  we  (hould  find  that  it  amounted 
to  one-fixth  of  the  whole  of  Europe  ;  add  to  this,  the  diftrafted  and 
impoverifhed  ftate  of  our  allies,  and  then  he  believed  no  man  in  his 
fcnics  would  think  of  fuccefsin  another  campaign  againft  them ;  ifor 
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was  clear,  howevtr  defiraMe  the  thing  might  be,  it  was  impof- 
it  to  tonquer  them.     With  regard  to  our  own  refources,  he  be- 
ed  them  to  be,  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ftated  them 
bcj    very  great ;  equal,  certainly,  to  every  thing  to  which  they , 
;ht  to  be  applied,  but  not  equal  to  the  conqueft  of  France,  ot 
Ifcc  carr)^ing  on  a  war  of  aggravation,  for  fo  he  muft  again  ftate  this 
ter  to  be,  as  it  was  avowedly  for  the  deftrudion  of  the  govemraent 
^f  France.      He  would  fay  again,  that  whatever  we  might  think  of 
i>urfelves,  we  had  not,  nor  could  we,  in  the  nature  of  thing?,  have^ 
in  the  profecutioh  of  this  war,  the  esergy  and  fpirit  of  the  French, 
ftw:  they  muft  fight  while  there  was  a  man  or  a  (hilling  left:     What 
were  our  refources  ?    Had  the  Emperor  improved  them  ?    Let  us 
hear  what  was  faid  upon  that  fubjed  in  his  own  memorial,   where- 
in he  ftated  that  he  was  drained   of  men  and  money,  and  that  Jliis 
I-  army  was  deftitute   of  provifions,  and  other  neceffarics,  and  that 
tiiey  muft  return  home.    ,  [Here  Mr.  Grey  read  an  extract  from  the 
toemorial.]     Was  it  from  the  exertion  of  the  Italian  States  that 
We  expe^^ed  to  derive  effential  affiftance  ? — Was  it  from  the  King 
©f  Sardinia  ?•*— Was  it  from  Spain  r — or,  was  it  from  the  maritime  . 
power  of  Naples  ? — or,  w^as  it  from  that  difgV-aceful  alliance  with 
the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  who  had  authorifed  murder  and  devafl^tion ; 
who  gave  us  promifes  in  abundance,  but  who  had  not  yet  furnifhed 
us  with  a  fingle  man,  or  a  finglc  ruble  ?-^Was  it  from  our  good 
ally,  the  King  of  Pruffia,   who  had  taken  twelve  hundred  thouland 
pounds  of  our  money  ?    Let  us  hear  his  conftru6tion  on  the  treaty 
which  enabled  him  to  receive  that  fum  of  us,  as  alfo  the  opinion  of 
'"    the  Emperor  on  that  fubje<S.     The  Emperor  complained  that  his 
Pruffian  Majefty  had  not  brought  into  the  field  the  fixty-two  thou- 
fand  men,  agreeably  to  his  engagement:   .  The  King  of  Pruflia  de- 
j     ftied  our  right  to  command  any  of  the  Pruffian  troops,  and  affcrted 
,     that  they  ought  not  to  march  againft  the  French,  but  remain  to  de- 
[      fend  Germany^      [Here  Mr.  Grey  read  the  Memorials  of  the  Em* 
:      peror  and  the  King  of  Pruffia  on  this  fubjed.]     He  wiftied  to  knoW 
if  any  thing  like  an  excufe  could  be  given  by  Miniftcrs  for  this  wild 
I,     wafte  and  profligate  fquandering  of  die  money  of  the  people  pf  this 
[     country.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  quoted  a  palTage 
I      from ai;i  eloquent fpeech.     He  might,  by  look irtga. few  lines  back 
in  the  fame  fpeech,  have  found  another,    much  more  to  the  pur- 

I  P*--     ■       •  '.       \.-         ■  •  "      •      • 

I  "  Spemji  quam  adjcitis  Aetohini  habuijlis  in  armis 

\  ■     ''  Poniie-^                        \      ■ 

I  It  had  been  ftated  by  an  honourable  friend  of  his,  that  the  bet- 

L  ter  way  would  be  to  leflen  our  army,  in  order  to  enable  us .  to  in- 

1  „^ ,Qoo^(^ 


jia  l>ARLIAMfeNTARt  A-mjf^ 

creafe  our  navy  in  the  preferit  war ;  that,  he  admitted,  would  b^ 
proper  enough  in  the  conduft  of  a  rational  iirar,  but  it  woqld  be  in^"^ 
•ffedtual  for  the  fuccefs  and  profecutioii  of  this.  He  believed,  in- 1 
decdf  that  very  few  gentlemen  out  of  that  Houfcj  who  knew  anj^: 
thing  of  the  refources  of  France — very  few  out  of  that  Houfe,  who^ 
knew  the  refources  of  this  country — very  few  out  of  that  Houfiv"* 
who  knew  the  real  ftate  of  our  allies,  would  give  the  Miniftci*  i 
credit  for  having  the  power j  under  any  circumftances,  of  deftroying*. 
the  Government  of  France,  or  really  believed,  that  at  this  hour^  -J 
it  was  not  wife  and  prudent,  oh  our  partj  to  endeavour  to  nego-  ij 
date. 

He  had  often  heard  that  the  greateft  reafon  whidh  a  great  nation 

could  have  for  entering  intp  a  war  was  to  defend  its  honour  ;  and 

he  agreed    to  that,  becaufe  it  was,  by  defending  its  honour  it  pro* 

tefted  itfelf  from  infult ;  but  he  never  underftood  it  to  be  found  policy 

to  cherifli  this  principle  beyond  all  limits ;  on  the  contrary,  he  took 

this  to  be,  as  every  thing  in  human  affairs  ought  to  be,  fubjeft  to 

the  diftates  of  prudence  ;  and  here  we  had  nothing  to  fear  on  that 

account,  for  we  had  vindicated  our  honour  fufficierttly  to  fecure  us 

from  future  infult.  .  The  only  queflion  for  him  to  confider  now, 

and  that  he  confefled  was  the  moft  difficult,  was,  the  general  quef-' 

tion,  How  we  were  to  fubmit  to  the  difgrace  of  a  negociation  ?  He 

cxpefted  this  to  be  urged  to  "the  Houfe,  as  he  had  often  heard  it^ 

His  anfwer  was,  that  hi&  motion  did  not  go  to  that  length.— He  was 

ready  to  confefs,  that  as  far  as  his  opinion  went,  we  ought,  under 

our  prefent  circumftances,  to  begin  the  negociation,  but  his  motion 

did  not  go  to  that  cfFed ;  it  was  only  to  put  the  country  in  a  n^- 

tiable  ftate.     He  had  heard  alfo  a  great  deal  faid  upon  the  do<5brinc 

of  the  National  Convention  of  France,  by  which  they  were  fjud  to 

avow  a  principle  of  intermeddling  with  the  governments  of  other 

nations  ;  and  as  a  proof  of  it,  the  decree*  of  the  1 9th  of  November 

had  been  quoted  ;  now  the  Houfe  would  be  pleafed  to  recoUedi  that 

the  French  Convention  had  repealed  that  decree,  and  followed  that 

repeal  with  a  declaration  that  they  would  never  interfere  with  the 

Government  of  any  other  country.  He  had  heard  it  faid,  that  we  have 

not  yet  had  any,  opportunity  of  negociating  with  the  French.    He 

wiftied  to  know  to  what  period  it  would  pleafe  gentlemen  who  aiferted 

.   this,  to  allude.     Gentlemen  on  his  fide  of  the  Houfe  had  prqpofcd 

a  negociation  at  the  commencement  of  the  mifunderftanding  between 

our  Government  and  France.     That  was  a  proper  period.    Wc 

had  been  fuccefsful  in  feveral  inftances  fince  the  commencement  of 

hoftilities.     There  were  proper  period^^o  negociate,  and  in  each  of 

Ihcfe  inftances  a  negociation  wa$  recommended  from  that  fide  of 
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Ac  Houfe,  and  he  was  convinced  tliat  negociation  at  that  time  would 
have  been  efFeSual.  It  was  not  his  fault,  nor  the  fault  of  thofe 
with  whom  he  ad^cd,  that  this  country  was  in  fo  awful  a  iituation 
now.  It  was  not  their  fault  that  fo  much  dcfolation  had  taken 
■  place  ;  that  fo  many  thoufands  had  loft  their  lives,  that  the  helplefs 
widow  had  been  made  to  weep,  or  that  the  orphan  was  deftitute  of 
proteflion  ;  for  had  the  advice  of  his  right  honourable  friend  been 
taken  at  an  early  period,  all  the  calamity  which  Europe  had  fufFercd 
for  the  laft  two  years  might  have  been  avoided.  When  the  time 
would  come  when  the  bleffings  of  peace  fhould  be  reftored,  it  was 
impoffiblc  to  forefee :  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  deter- 
mined to  perfift,  as  he  faid  he  was,  till  the  Republican  Government 
of  France  was  deftroyed,  the  time  but  too  probably  will  come^  when 
he  himfelf  would  be  obliged  to  humble  the  tone  of  his  quotations, 

jinU  equidem  fumrna  de  re  Jiatutjfe-^ 

Et  velleniy  i^  fuerat  melius  ;  non  tempore  tali 
Cogere  concilium. '-'^-•'•^ 

He  was  afked,  fliould  we  truft  to  the  mercy  of  the  French  Go- 
vernment ?     Certainly  not ;  we  were  a  great  power,  and  had  great 
refources  ;  but  that  was  an  additional  reafon  why  we  (hould  put  our 
affairs  in  a  train  for  negociation.      If  we  did  fo  now,  we  had  the 
advantage  of  that  power  and  of  thofe  refources;  but  fhould  we  exhauft 
them  both,  and  be  at  laft  compelled  to  negociate,  we  ihould  then 
indeed  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  French.    Should  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  fay,  after  Hanover  might  poflibly  be  added  to  the  con- 
quefts  of  the  French,  we  might  then  proceed,  perhaps  the  fertile 
plains  of  Lombardy  might  be  added  alfo,  and  the  whole  of  Spain. 
Would  he  then  fay  that  we  were  lefs  at  the  mercy  of  the  French 
than  at  prefent  ?      Did  the  right  honourable  gentleman  really  be- 
lieve, that  the  people  in  this  country  would  fubmit  for  ever  to  be 
guided   by  fuch  abominable  policy  ?      Did  he  really  believe,  that 
even  at  this  hour  the  :war  was  popular  ?      Did  any  man  in  that 
'  Houfe  believe  it  ?     He  was  confident   of  the  contrary.     If  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  was  really  difpofed  to  truft  the  Miniftcrs  with 
the  further  profecutioh  of  the  war,  would  tHe  right  honourable 
gentleman  declare  that  he  could  truft  his  allies  ?     He  believed  that 
the  Minifter  would  not  afiure.the  Houfe  that  he  had  any  fuch  con- 
fidence.    This,  therefore,  was  furcly  a  time  to  put  our  affairs  in 
a  train  of  negociation,  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  been 
advifcd  by  his  own  friends.     Should  our  attempts  in  that  refpefi  be 
fruitlcfs,  then  the  Houfe  of  Commons  would  be  unanimous,  and 
Ac  people  Would  be  unanimous,  and  we  fliould  profccutt  the  war 
Vox,,  XL.  S  s  Cc^c^d}o 
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with  vigour ;  we  (hould  then  indeed  rcfemblc  France  in  the  only  .  ^ 
point  for  which  ftic  was  to  be  envied.     For  hia  own  part,  he  dc-    i 
dared  he  (hould  be  ready  to  go  into  the  field,  and  in  the  front  o£^  * 
battle,  and  to  fall,  in  the  fervice  of  his  country.     He  had,  withim  ^ 
thefc  few  days,  fome  reafon  to  think  that  his  motion  (hould  be  al-i .  ; 
tered,  bccaufe  an  account  had  reached  this  country  which  oughit 
U>  have  fome  influence  in  that  Houle  ;  he  meant  an  account  of  the: 
debates  of  the  Diet  of  the  Empire,  in  whiph  all  parties  agreed  ex- 
cept the  Landgrave  of  He(re  and  th6  Eledor  of  Hanover,  that  it  wa* 
becoming  at  this  time  in  the  Empire,  while  preparations  for  thp 
next  campaign  were  continue^,  to  make  overtures  to  the  enemy  for  a  i 
feir  ind  equitable  peace,  and  but  for  the  notice  he  had  already 
given  of  his  motion,  and  of  the  precife  words  in  which  it  was  t» 
be.  formed,  perhaps  the  language  of  the  Diet  would  be  the  mo^ 
fitting  for  that  Houfe  to  adopt.     This  was  a  fubjeft  which  it  would 
become  the  Houfe  to  confider  attentively  and  gravely.     He  had 
ftated  the  neccfTity  we  were  under  of  taking  fome  meafure  to  avert 
the  farther  calamities  of  war.     Let  gentlemen  of  that  Houfe,  who 
€Ut  of  doors  were  againft  the  war,  declare  it  within.     Let  thofc 
Members  of  that  ][Ioufe,  who  out  of  doors  really  thought  the  Mi- 
nifters  did  not  intend  to  profecute  the  war,  but  that  he  was  now 
aftually  ncgociating ;  let  all  fuch  pcrfons  not  deceive  themfelves; 
kt  them  not  deceive  the  Minifter  as  to  the  profecution  of  the  wai>. 
or  the  extent  of  the  fupport  which  he  was  to  have  in  carrying  it  on ; 
but  let  tjieir  votes  follow  the  diflates  of  their  hearts.     This  was 
not  a  queftion  whether,  as  had  been  ftated  on  a  former  night,  the 
predidioos  of  one  fet  of  men,  or  the  opinions  of  another,  had 
bden  juftified  by  events,  but  a  queftion  of  magnitude  and  impor- 
tance to  this  country.     He  concluded  with  an    elegant  quota- 
tion, from  a  fpeech  of  Mr.  Burke,  in  the  conclufion  of  the  Ame- 
rican war,  where  that  gentleman  fpeaks  of  Minifiers  without  fagacity 
to  forefec  the  moft  obvious  events,  and  without  docility  to  profit 
from  experience  ;  and  then  drew  the  inference,  that  as  the  pK- 
fent  Minifters  had  (hewn  nothing  but  incapacity  on  their  part, 
it  would  not  be  prudent  in  that  Houfe  to   rcpofe  confidence  in 
their  future  conduft.     He  then  moved,  **  That  it  is  the  opimn 
of  this  Houfe,  that  the  cxiftence  of  the  prefent  Government  of 
France  ought  not  to  be  confidered  as  precluding,  at  this  time,  a 
negociation  for  peace. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  SMITH  faid,  that  every  motive  of  a  pcrfowd 
nature  would  certainly  induce  him  to  avoid  being  drawn  into  a 
comparifon  with  the  honourable  mover  of  the  queftion  which  he 
rofe  to  fecond.  It  had  indeed  been  treajtpd  with  fo  much  eloqueoft 
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ability,  fo  pcrfpicuoufly  dnd  fo  completely,  that  he  could 
y  hope  to  add  any  thing  to  the  impreffion  it  muft  have  made 
the  Houfe.     But  in  a  crifis  fo  awful,  he  conceived  it  to  be  hit 
to  throw  his  arguments,  of  how  little  weight  foever,  into  the 
Ic,  and  that  there  was  a  view  of  the  fubjedt  which,  though  frc- 
itly  adverted  to,  had  never  yet  been  confidercd  fo  much  in 
fctail  as  its  importance  appeared  to  him  to  deferve. 

To  this  point,  therefore.      The  rejemhlance  of  the  prefent  unhappy 
.cmteji  fo  that  dlmojl  equally  unfortunate  oney  from  the  dreadful  effeflt 
of  which  we  had  but  juft  begun  to  recover,  (it  could  hardly  be  ne- 
ttffary  to  name  the  American  war  J  he  would  foHcit  the  attention  of 
the  Hoiife  ;  and  he  earneftly  entreated  gentlemen  to  confider  that, 
aldiGugh  by  agreeing  to  the  motion  they  would  not  be  laid  under 
any  obligation  whatever  to  afk  for  peace,  yet  that  the  rejeAion  of  it 
could  not  fail,  in  a  moft  alarming  degree,  to  increafe  the  impedi-* ' 
ments  which  now  lay  in  ths  way  of  our  obtaining  that  moft  defirablt 
objeft.     If,  indeed,  it  Ihould  be  rejefted  on  the  grounds  he  had 
heard  ftated  on  former  occafions  ;  (an  event  which,  for  that  reafon, 
he  moft  earneftly  deprecated)  he  did  not  fee  the  probability  of  a  ne- 
gociation  being  ever  fet  on  foot,  unlefs  he  (hould  be  unfortunately 
compelled  to  it  by  the  iron  hand  of  an  imperious  neceflity,  before 
which  the  ftiffeft  necks  and  proudeft  hearts  were  fometimes  forced 
to  bow.     Analogical  arguments,  he  confeffed,  were  not   always 
ConcluGve ;  becaufe   in  all  moral  and  political  comparifon,  there 
could  not  fail  to  be  many  points  of  diffimilarity  as  well  as  of  re- 
femblance.     It  was,  however,  a  mode  of  reafoning  applicable, 
perhaps,  moft  of  all  to  politics,  as  experience,  fo  juftly  deemed 
the  fureft  guide  in  fuch  cafes,  was  in  faft  no  other  than  a  right 
difcernment,  and  a  judicious  application  of  paft  analogies  to  prefent 
circumftances.     In  the  nwmentous  affair  under  confideration,  he 
had,  by  an  attentive  review,  difcovered  refemblances  fo  numerous 
and  fo  ftriking,  that  he  fhould  take  the  liberty  of  trefpafling  on  the 
patience  of  the  Houfe,  while  he  drew  the  parallel  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  conteft.     Ahd  in  the  firft  place,  it  was  to  be 
obfcrvcd  that  the  two  revolutions  in  America  and  in  France,  had 
precifely  the  fame  origin,  viz.  a  perfuafion  operating  throughout  the 
people,  that  their  Government  was  unjuft  and  oppreflive,  which 
produced  open  refiftance.     In  what  degree  their  ppinion  was  well 
founded  in  either  cafe,  entered  not  into  the  prefent  argument ;    it 
•was  fufficient  that  it  ^xifted,  and  that  it  did  now  almoft  univerfally 
cxift  in  France,  as  formerly  in  America,  he  thought  the  events 
of  which  we  had  all  been  witneffes,  were  fufficient  to  convince  any. 
ffi^  X^i  refplutely  blind  arid  hardened  againft  conviclip^% 
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But  were  it  ferioufly  alledged  that  the  Royalifts  in  France  were 
the  fupcrior  party,  in  fpite  of  all  evidence  to  the  contiary,  he 
would  remind  the  Houfe  that  it  was  t^LJimilar  affurances  the 
country  had  been  deluded  both  to  attempt  and  to  profecutc  the 
fubjugation  of  America* — In  the  fpeeches  from  the  Throne,  from 
the  beginning  of  1774  to  the  end  of  January  1781,,  this  fallacy 
had  been  conftantly  maintained.*     Nay,  even  in  1782,  when  the 

*  June  21,  1774.  A  very  high  culogium  on  the  meafu res  which  had 
been  adopted  for  the  purpofc  of  reclaiming  his  deluded fuh}eHs\  and  oo 
the  firmncfs,  temper,  and  unanimity,  which  had  been  difplayed  in  the 
ilcliberations  of  Parliament,  which  could  not  fail  of  giving  them  the 
grcatcft  weight. 

November  29,  1774.  Opening.  A  mofl:  daring  ipirit  of  refinance 
and  difobedicnce  flill  prevailed  in  the  province  of  Maflachufetts  Bay, 
and  had  broken  forth  infrefli  violences  of  a  very  criminal  nature:  that 
the  moft  proper  and  eiFc6lual  meafures  had  been  taken  to  prevent  thcfc 
mifchiefs,  and  that  they  might  depend  upon  a  firm  refolution  to  with- 
iland  every  attempt  to  weaken,  or  impair  the  fupremc  authority  of  this 
Lcgiflature  over  all  the  dominions  of  the  Crown. 

May  15,  1775.  ^'  The  mod  perfed  fatisfadion  in  the  conduct  of 
his  Parliament,  and  his  entire  convidion,  that  the  moft  falulary  cffeftj 
inuft  refult  irom  fuch  meafures^  formed  and  condu6ted  on  fuch principles* 

06lober  26,  1775.  Opening.  Acculing  Americans  of  a  deJprraU 
confpiracyy  and  of  harbouring  a  premeditated  defign  to  effect  a  total  rc- 
yolt ;  whilft  taking  advantage  of  the  moderation  and  forbearance  of  Par- 
liament, they  hoped  to  amufe  by  va^ue  expreffions  of  attachment  to  the 
Parent  State,  and  of  loyalty  to  the  Sovereign.  This  rebellious  war,  it 
is  affirmed,  is  manifeftly  carried  on  for  the  purpofc  of  eftablifliing  an  inde- 
pendent empire  j  and  it  is  now  become  the  part  of  wifdom,  and  in  its  cf- 
iedts  of  clemency,  to  put  a  fpeedy  end  to  thefe  diforders,  by  the  moft  de- 
cifive  exertions — for  which  purpofe,  His  Majefty  had  greatly  increafedhis 
military  and  naval  cilabliflimcnts  ;  and  he  had  alfo  received  the  moft 
friendly  offers  of  foreign  affiflance.  When  the  unhappy  and  deluded 
multitude  againft  whom  this  great  force  will  be  directed,  fhall  become 
fenfible  of  their  error,  he  declared  himfelf  ready  to  receive  the  milled 
with  tenderneis  and  mercy  ;  for  which  purpofe  he  had  given  authority 
to  certain  perfons  upon  the  fpct,  to  grant  general  or  particular  pardons 
and  indemnities,  and  to  receive  the  fubmiilions  of  any  province  or  colony 
which  fhould  be  difpofed  to  return  to  its  allegiance. 

May  28,  1776.  Proclamation.  His  hope  that  his  r^W//Wj/»^''^ 
would  llill  be  awakened  to  a  fenfe  of  their  errors,  at  the  fame  time  ex* 
prefling  his  confidence  that,  if  due  (i.  e.  unconditional)  fubmiffion  could 
*aot  be  obtained  by  a  voluntary  return  to  their  duty,  it  would  be  cfifa^U" 
ated  by  a  full  exertion  of  the  great  force  intruded  to  him. 

Odober  31,  1776.  Opening.  That,  fo  daring  and  defperate  was  the 
fpirit  of  thofe  leaders  whofe  objed  has  already  been  dominion  and  powcjj 
that  they  have  now  openly  renounced  all  allegiance  to  the  Crown,  and 
all  political  connection  with  this  country :  they  have  rcjedcd,  with  ar- 
cumftances  of  indignity  and  infult,  the  means  of  conciliatidn  held  out  to 
them,  and  h^ivt  prefumed  to/et  up  their  rehelUous  confederacies  as  Indeptft- 
dent  States,  If  their  treajon  he  fuffered  to  take  much  root^  mi/chief  ffV^ 
grovjfrom  iito  the  prejent  fyjiem  of  all  Europe, 
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Gontcft  was  pcrfcdly  decided,  an  honourable  gentleman  had  har- 
dily affcrted,  "  that  the  unhappy  faction  in  America,  though  lefa 
numerous  tlian  the  party  of  the  Royalifts,  could  only  be  rooted  out 
by  force."  Surely,  then  it  was  too  much  to  expecl  that  implicit 
credit  fhould  be  given  to  the  repetition  of  the  fame  deceptions. 

That  the  fucceffci  already  obtained  had  been  fo  important  as  to  give 
the  ftrongeft  hopes  of  the  raoft  decifive  good  confequcoces ;  but  notvvith- 
(binding  this  fair  profped,  it  was  necclTary,  at  all  events,  to  prepare  for 
another  campaign. 

June  7,  1777.  Proclamation.  His  thanks  for  the  unquclHonablo 
proofs  they  had  given  of  their  clear  difccrnment  of  the  true  intereils  of 
their  country. 

November  20,  Opening.  Hi^  confidence  that  the  fpirit  and  intrc* 
pidity  of  his  forces  would  be  attended  with  important  fucccfs  ;  but  inti- 
mated the  ncceffity  of  preparing  for  fuch  farther  operations  as  the  con-. 
tiDgencies  of  the  war  and  the  obilinacy  of  the  rebels  might  render  expe- 
dient. He  exprefTcd  his  determination  fleadily  to  purfue  the  meafurei 
in  which  they  were  engaged,  and  his  hope  that  tJl;e  deluded  and  unhappy 
multitude  would  finally  return  to  their  allegiance, 

June  3,  1778.  Proclamation.  His  thanks  for  the  zeal  fhewn  by 
Parliament  in  fiipporting  the  honour  of  the  Crown,  and  their  attcntioa 
to  the  realinterefts  of  the  nation,  manifcflcd  in  the  wife,  juil,  and  humane 
laws  which  had  been  the  rcfulr  of  their  deliberations. 

November  26,  177B.  Opening.  Re9:ret  was  expreifed  that  the  efforts 
which  had  been  made  for  difappointing  the  malignant  defigns  of  the  Court 
of  France,  had  not  been  attended  with  all  the  fuccefs  which  the  jullice 
of  the  caufc  and  the  vigorous  e:iertionS  which  had  been  made,  fcemed 
to  promife, 

July  3,  1779.  Proclamation.  A  happy  omen  of  the  fucccfs  of  his 
arms,  that  the  incrcafe  of  difficulties  feeiued  only  to  augment  the  courage 
and  conftancy  of  the  nation. 

Nov.  25,  1779.  Opening.  That  they  were,  in  concert  with  him, 
called  upon  by  every  principle  of  duty  and  every  confideration  of  intercll, 
to  exert  their  efforts  in  the  fupport  and  defence  of  their  country,  attacked 
hy  an  unjuft  and  unprovoked  war,  and  contending  with  one  of  the  i>ioft 
dangerous  confederacies  that  was  ever  formed  againft  the  Crown  and 
people  of  Britain. 

October  3J,  1780.  Opening.  He  acknowledged  the  arduous  fitua- 
tion  of  public  aftairs;  but  the  late  fignal  fuccelTes  of  his  arms  in  Georgia 
and  Carolina  would,  he  truflcd,  have  important  con fequcncei  in  bringing 
the  war  to  a  happy  conclufion. 

November  27,  1 78 1.  Opening.  That  the  war  was  ftill  unhappily 
prolonged,  and  that,  to  his  great  concern,  the  events  of  it  had  been 
very  unfortunate  to  his  army*  in  Virginia,  having  ended  in  the  total  lofs 
of  his  forces  in  that  province.  But  he  could  not  <5onfent  to  facrifice, 
cither  to  his  own  defire  of  peace  or  to  the  temporary  cafe  and  relief  of 
his  fubjeiSls,  thofe  effcntial  rights  and  permanent  xnterefts  on  which  the 
fircngth  and  fecurity  of  this  country  muft  ever  principally  depend — that 
he  retained  afirm  confidence  in  the  protedion  of  Divine  Providence,  and  a 
perfed  coi  virion  of  the  juftice  of  his  caufc.  He  called  for  the  concur-  ^ 
rence  and  iupport  of  Parliament,  and  a  vigorous,  animated,  and  united| 
exertion  of  the  faculties  and  rcfourccs  of  his  people. 
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What,  however,  of  unanimity  might  be  fuppofed  wanting  in  cither 
country,  had  been   produ<!«d  alfo  in  both  by  fimilar  means— by 
cold  and  haughty  treatment,  nc^  to  fay  by  the  abfolute  reje6lion  of 
every  conciliating  propofition  in  the  early  ftages  of  the  refpeftive 
affairs — by  violent  and  even  abufive  language,  by  furious  and 
threatening  manifeftoes,*  and  above  all,  by  the  operations  of  ar- 
mies apparently  willing  to  execute  fuch  threats  in  their  utmoft  ex- 
tent,' and  determined  to  ravage  what  they  were  unable  to  fubduc. 
In  fomc  of  thefe  points,  perhaps,  our  allies,  in  the  prefent  war, 
may  claim  the  largeft  fhare  of  guilt  and  folly ;  but  the  effeft  on 
France  remained  unaltered.     With  refpecS,  alfo,  to  the  quarter 
from  whence  both  thefe  calamitous  meafures  tookthcit  rife,  in  the 
councils  of  this  country,  he  tliought  much  might  be  faid.     Cer- 
tainly thofe  moft  adlive  on  the   former  occafion,  were  now  to  be 
found  in  the  lift  of  His  Majefty's  advifers,  but  it  miift  be  allowed 
Aey  never  mixt  with  many  of  a  verj^  different  defcription  ;  for  the 
light  honourable  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  among  numerous 
inftanccs  of  refemblancc  to  his  illuftrious  father,  had  unhappily 
imitated  one  of  his  meafures  fo  clofely  in  forming  the  prefent  Ad- 
miniftration,  that  the  defcription  of  an  honourable  and  moft  eloquent 
gentleman,    would  apply,  with  almoft  perfe6l   precifion,  to  the 
cabinet  of  this  day.     **  He  made,"  faid  Mr.  Burke,  **  an  Admi- 
jiiftration  fo  checquered  and  fpeckled  ;  he  put  together  a  piece  of 
joinery  fo  crosfly  invented,  and  whimfically  dove-tailed ;  a  cabinet 
fo  varioufly  inlaid,  fuch  a  piece  of  diverfified  mofaic,  fuch  a  teffc- 
lated  pavement  without  cement ;  here  a  bit  of  black  ftone,  and 
there  a  bit  of  white  ;  patriots  and  courtiers.  King's   friends  and 
Republicans,  whigs  and  tories,  treacherous  friends  and  open  cnc* 
mies,  that  it  was  indeed  a  curious  fhew,  but  utterly  unfafe  to  touch, 
?nd  unfure  to  ftand  upon;" 

In  the  comipfencement,  too,  of  both  thefe  wars,  the  conduft  of 
this  country  was  ftated  to  arife  from  a  prudent  and  politic  regard  to 
the  confervation  of  the  fyftem  of  Europe.  The  language  lately 
ufed  ftill  rings  in  the  ears  of  every  one,  but  all  might  iK)t  be  aware 
of  its  pcrfeft  co-incidence  with  the  fentimehts  delivered  from  die 
Throne  in  1776,  when,  in  the  famefpirit  of  laudable  and  tender 
follicitudc  for  this  important  objeft,  it  was  declared  that,  If  their 
treafon  be  fuffeted  t6  take  rooty  much  mifchtef  muji  grow  from  it  to  tht 
prefent  fyjiem  of  all  Europe,  How  far,  indeed,  that  prediflioa 
might  be  true,  he  would  not  pretend  to  fay.  If  the  fyftems  of  Eu- 
rope were  then  completely  dcfpotic  and  fhamefully  oppreffive,  the 
example  of  fucc'efsful  refiftance  might  certainly  produce  much  mif- 
chief  to  fuch  a  fyftem,  and  even^tually,  equal  beriefit  to  mardund ; 
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but  he  thought  the  true  advantage  which  Government  might  fo 
make  of  fuch  examples,  was  to  learn  to  correft  their  own  errors  in 
time,  and  not  to  delude  themfelves  with  the  imagination  tliat, 
*'  when  one  national  union  is  formed  againft  opprefiion^  can  it," 
to  ufe  the  energetic  words  of  Lord  Chatham,*  "  be  refifled  by 
the  tricks  of  office  or  nunifterial  manoeuvres  ? — Heaping  papers  on 
the  table,  or  counting  your  majorities  on  a  divifion,  will  not  avert 
or  poftpone  the  hour  of  danger."     This  dclufion,  however,  had 
prevailed  in  both  cafes  to  the  moft  extravagant  degree.  The  peopb 
of  England  had  been  impofed  on  by.  fimilar  mifreprefentations  ; 
the  fame  pleas  of  juftice  and  neceffity,  of  the  dignity  of  the  Crown 
and  the  interefts  «f  the  people,  had  been  urged.     The  fame  affu- 
nnces  of  fpecdy  and  complete  fuccefs  had  been  given :  the  fam« 
contempt  of  our  enemy  had  been  manifefted  ;  the  fame  confidence 
in  our  own  fuperiority,  as  in  the  origin,  fo  alfo  in  the  obje^i  of  thc(c 
wars ;  Mr.  Smith  faid,  they  were  fimilar.     It  was  notorious  that  it 
had  never  been  poflible,  for  the  two  laft  years,  to  arrive  at  any  defi- 
nite idea  of  the  point  at  which  we  were  aiming.     We  were  fonne- 
times  endeavouring  to  re-cftablifli  Monarchy  in  France,  and  at 
others  difavowed  it.     Sometimes  we  fought  for  the  defence  of  Hol- 
land and  the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt,  at  others  to  prevent  the 
importation  of  French  principles  into  England.     Now,  for  indem- 
nity and  fecurity,  and  then  again  for  fecurity  without  indemnity  ; 
ever  changing  with  the  events  of  the  hour.     How  exadily  corref- 
pondent  to  the  defcription  given  of  the  American  war  by  an  hor 
nourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Powys)  who,  ,in  178 1,  had  faid,  **  The 
infidious  pretence  of  revenue  was  grown  too  ftale  for  impofitioii. 
The  American  war  had  been  a  war  of  delufion  from  beginning  to 
end.     Every  promife  had  been  broken,  every  aifertion  falfified, 
every  objedt  rclinquifhed.     It  was  now  a  war  of  this  fort,  then  a 
war  of  that  fort ;  now  a  war  of  revenue,  tlien  a  war  of  fupremacy  j 
now  a  war  of  coertion,  and  then  a  war  of  friendfhip  and  zSe&loa 
fcr  America."     At  laft,  however,  we  had  arrived  at  an  avowal  of 
the  true  object :  it  had  been  declared  that  the  prefent  Government 
of  France  was  not  fit  to  be  treated  with,  or,  in  other,  words,  that 
we  muft  make  war,  if  not  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  changing  the 
Government,' at  leaft ////  the  Government  ihould  be  changed.— 
And  whatever  colour  might  be  put  on  fuch  a  declaration,  he  would 
only  defire  every  gentleman  to  make  it  his  own  cafe,  and  then  aflc 
how  &r  fuch  language  held  to  an  independent  nation  difiTered  frogi 
the  unconditional  fubmiffion  demanded  of  America  :  and  if  three 
millions  of  men  there,  roufed  by  the  flagnmt  haughtinefs  and  in- 
fokncc  of  the  demand,  had  fuccefsfuUy  refiftcd  it ;    what  folly, 
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what  infatuation  was  it,  to  expe6l  a  more  favourable  iffue   wheii 
tenfold  numbers,  with-equal  zeal,  were  cnliftcd  in  the  famecaufe  !**! 
Mr.  Smith  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  means  and  condudl  of  \ 
the  war ;  and  here  again  he  faid  We  fnight  trace  the  prevalence  oi 
the  fame  temper.     America  was  to  be  conquered  by  Jiarvation^  \ 
France  was  to  be  fubdued  by  an  artificial  famine  of  our  creatioiu 
American  Loyalifts  and  French  Royalifts,  were  to  be  embodied  lA  : 
fuch  numbers  as  to  carry  all  before  them,  in  conjundlion  with  Bri- 
tifli  troops  and  German  mercenaries  hired  from  every  "  princely 
butcher,  to  whofe  extortions,"  Lord  Chatham  then  faid,  "  there 
Were  no  limits :  every  corner  of  Germany  was  then,  and  had  nonf  \ 
been,  ranfacked  for  boors  and  ruffians  to  invade  and  ravage  the 
country."     Subfidies  had  been  granted  to  every  one  whofe  afliihince 
we  could  buy,  while  in  both  cafes,  the  utmoft  violences  had  hecn 
committed,  and  the  vile  fpirit  of  plunder,  caught  poffibly  from  the 
intercourfe  of  hirelings,  had,  in  but  too  many  inftances,  degraded 
the  charafler  of  the  Britifti  forces.     In  the  prefent,  as  in  the  for- 
mer, cafe  the  beft  difciplined  veterans  hacTbeen  beaten  by  troop*' 
defcribed  as  without  courage,  without  arms,  or  even  clothes— who 
fcarcely  knew  the  ufe  of  a  mufquet,  and  whofe  numbers  would  only 
facilitate  defeat.     Generals  of  the  higheft  reputation  and  moft  efla- 
bliihed  character,  had  fled  with  blighted  laurels  before  men  whofe 
names  were  hardly  to  be  found  in  any  military  lift.     As  on  the 
occafioo  it  had  been  faid,  <*  that  General  Howe  could  not  advance 
to  the  Delawar  without  madncfs  :"  fo  with  equal   truth  to  the 
impiffibility  of  advancing  had  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick's  retreat  been 
attributed.     In  both  cafes  the  inferences  might  have  been  nearly 
dccifive,  but  partial  and  inefficient  fucceflfes  had  perpetually  buoyed 
up  the  hopes  and  the  fpirits  of  Minifters,  although  from  the  com- 
mencement to  the  conclufion  of  each  conteft,  not  a  town  had  been 
taken  which  had  not  been  abandoned,  nor  a  viftory  obtained  which 
had  not  been  fpeedily  counterbalanced  by  as  important  a  defeat. 
The  vidlory  of  Camden  was  followed,  not  by  the  redudion  of  all 
the  fouthem  Provinces,  with  which  the  fanguine  expeSation  of  the 
American  Secretary  then  flattered  the  country,  but  by  the  furrendff 
of  the  vidlorious  army.     Fatally  (imilar  had  been  our  reveries  in 
the  prefent  war   fince  the  capture  of  Valenciennes,  of  Condc, 
Quefnoy,  Landrecy,  and  Toulon  !  and  even  the  proclamations  ^t 
had  iflued  in  the  temporary  poflfeflion  of  any  conqueft,  had  refemblrf 
each  dther  not  lefs  in  ftyle  and  fpijrit  than  in  total  inefficiency  as  to 
their  objeft.    How  equally  unforefeen  and  equally  ruinous  had  bccn 
the  protraSion  of  both  the  difputes.     How  equally  unfclefs  to  our 
caufe  the  defedion  of.  Arnold  in  the  one,  of  Dunwuricr  in  4c 
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icr.  How  much  had  our  comparative  ftrcngth  been  diminiflicd; 
the  American  war  by  the  acceffion  of  force  to  our  enemies,  in 
prefent  mifconduft,  not  to  fay  the  treacherous  abandonment  of 
common  caufe  by  our  ^lies ;  and  the  warnings  and  prediftions 
^  the  oppofition  in  both  cafes,  as  well  as  in  all  points  relating  to 
Iftc  general  events  of  the  war,  had  been  difregardcd  with  equal 
icontempt,  and  equally  verified  by  fubfequent  occurrences.  Surely, 
'fo  (hiking  a  refemblance  in  circumftances  fo  numerous  and  fo  im- 
Iportant,  that  it  would  almoft  feem  as  if  the  former  had  been  cx- 
i|!refsly  defigned  by  Providence  as  a  beacon  to  enable  us  to  avoid  a 
[fimihr  misfortune,,,  might  have  guarded  the  Councils  of  this  country 
\trom  again  plunging  into  fo  calamitous  a  fituation.  But  it  was 
i  file  weaknefs  of  human  nature  to  perfift  in  a  favourite  plan  even 
]  nrhen  its  imprafticability  was  become  evident'  to  all  but  its  projeftbrsj 
!  and  in  both  thefe  unhappy  contefts,  though  each  grew  more  hopelels 
I  in  proportion  as  it  advanced, .  yet  was  each  purfucd  with  jimilar 
f  pertinacity.  The  American  war  was  not  clofed  till  1782,  although 
I  oh  an  enquiry  in  1778,  into  the  condudt  of  General  Howe  and 
I  fomc  of  the  other  commanders,  the  refult  was,  "  that  no  fuffidcnt 
I  force  had  ever  been  fent  to  fubjugate  America  ;  that  the  people 
i,  were  almoft  unanimous  in  their  enmity  and  refiftance  to  Great  Bri- 
-  tain,  and  that  no  fubfequent  attempt  was  likely  to  be  attended  with 
better  fuccefs  than  thofe  which  had  already  failed.  After  a  feries 
'  of  events,  the  counterpart  of  thofe  which  then  produced  this  opi- 
■  nion,  and  after  the  experience  of  the  mifchiefs  which  enfued  from 
the  unyielding  obftinacy  of  thofe  times,  the  fame  difpofition  appear^ 
neverthelefs  to  predominate,  and  threatens  to  involve  us  in  ftill 
greater  calamities. 

There  weie  feveral  other  points  of  fimilarity,  Mr,  Smith  laid,' 
ftriking  in  tliemfelves,  but  on  which,  as  of  lefs  moment,  he  would 
touch  but  (lightly ;  though  he  could  not  rcfolvc  entirely  to  omit 
them,  as  they  ferved  to  complete  the  parallel  and  to  mark  the 
identity  of  fpirit  by  which  our  affairs  were  conduced.  The  info*^ 
lence  of  the  memorial  prefented  to  the  States  General  by  Sir  Jofeph 
Yorke  was  kept  in  countenance  by  the  treatment  which  Sweden, 
Tufcany,  and  Genoa  had  lately  experienced.  The  fame  extrava- 
gance in  fubfidies  had  diftingui(hed  both ;  1,500,000!.  had  been 
then  paid  for  the  hirc,  &c.  of  80,000  mercenaries,  an  extrayagance 
then  dated  by  Lord  Chatham  as  unparalleled,  but  which  could  now 
no  longer  be  fo  termed.  Similar  majorities  had  alfo  emboldened 
Minifters  to  repeat  towards  the  opponents  of  their  meafurcs,  the 
identical  terms  of  violent  invedlive  and  falfc  afpcrfion.  In  1780, 
the  country  petitions  fpr  oeconomv,  were  faid  by  a  noble  Lord  tr 
Vol,  XL*  Tt'  "'^'^'^^^'^ a- 
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be  the  laji  efforts  of  an  expiring  feaion.     Thofc  who  refiftcd  dm« 
fubjugation  of  America  were  rcprefentcd,  as  the  ftlcndft  of  peaos 
how  arc,  to  aim  dt  the  fubvcrfion  of  order  and  the  ruin  of  propcrtirw 
On  fumming  up  the  whole,  it  appeared  that  theiFrench  and  kmc^m-^ 
rican  revolutions  had  arifen  from  fimilar  catifes  ;  that  fimilar  trea£«- 
ment  had  united  each  people  ;  that   the  prefeftt  refemblcd  A^  | 
American  conteft  in  its  origin  and  its  objcft,  in  the  means  em —  \ 
ployed  and  the  cffefts  produced.     In  equal  promifes  of  fpeedjr  fuc*-  \ 
cefs,  and  in  equal  protraSion  of  their  performance — in  haughtjr  i 
and  boaftful  confidence,  and  in  the  moft  mortifying  and  bitter  dif-  ^ 
appointments ;  whrle  the  total  and  complete  falfification  of  csetf 
prediftion  of  the  then  Miniftcr  and  o^  every  calumny  they  threw' 
pn  their  antagonifts,  had  rtot  prevented  the  repetition  of  the  lam^ 
adttfions,  the  fam^;  mifrqprcfcntations,  and  the  fame  promifes  oa 
the  prefent  occafion.    • 

From  fuch  a  firtiilarity  in  all  points  hitherto,  he  rirnft  leavo 
every  6ne,  Mr.  Smith  faid,  to  deduce  his  own  conclufions.  Fof 
his  part,  he  oould  not  but  think  that  the  only  rational  one  was  to 
cxpeS  fimilar  confequences  of  ultimatfedlfgrace  and  defeat,  which, 
from  the  greater  ftr^^ngth  of  the  enemy  with  whom  we  were  now 
contending,  might  be  attended  with  far  worfc  efFe<ft8  than  on  th« 
former  occal>on.  For  thefc  reafonl  he  could  not  but  ftrenuoufly 
fupport  the  motion,  and  would  conclude  with  the  memorable 
words  of  Sir  George  Saville,  ih  his  addrefs  to  his  csonffituents  on 
the  diflTolution  of  Parliarpent  in  1780,  being  perfeflly  <»ntent  to 
{hare  with  fuch  charafters  the  obloquy  uniformly  thrown  oh  thp 
dppofers  of  thcfe  impolitic  and  fatal  fehemes. 

Some,  faid  he,  have  been  agcufed  of  exaggerating  the  public  mif- 
fortunes,  nay  of  having  endeavoured  to  forward  tl>e  mifchief,  that  thcjr 
jhight  afterwards  raifc  difcontcnts,-pr-I  am  willing  to  hope  that  neith'rr 
ipy  temper  nor  fituation  in  life  will  be  thought  naturally  to  urge  roc  to    | 
promptq  mifcry,  difcprd,  and  confufion,  or  to  exult  in  the  fubverfion  of    | 
order  or  the  ruin  of  property.  On  this  melancholy  day,  I  deliver  to  yoq     | 
your  ftiare  of  a  country  main^d  and  weakened,  its  treafure  lavifh^  and    \ 
mif-fpent,  its  honours  faded,  its  pondu6t  the  Uughing^ftock  of  Europe;    i 
but  trull  not  to  my  report  \  look  back  on  the  meafures  which  have  w?cil     ; 
taken  and  approved  by  Parliamcnt-^refledt,   compare,  a»d  judge  fojr 
yourfelvei. 

In  comparing  the  paft  with  the  prefent  fituation  of  public  affa^rji, 
one  only  cpnfolation  to  me  remains,  that  qf  being  able  to  aifTeiit,  that,  of     ; 
all  the  meafures  which  have  proved  fo  ruinous  and  deftra£tive,  there hal     j 
bcdn  np  one  which  1  have  net  refilled  to  the  very  uimoft  of  my  power,"     | 

Mr.  ADAM  rofe  arid  faid,  that  he  differed  with  the  honourable  \ 

gentlethan  who  made,  the  motion.     He  did  not  think  this  was  a  1 

proper  time  to  enter  into  a  ne^iation ;,  for  that  if  the  propalal  of  , 

bcace  were  pven  to  come  ^t  thui  moment  from  the  French  fb  uf|  li  \ 
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ihodd  much  (doubt  whether  it  would  not  be  detrimental  to  our  in- 
t<3ii^  tp  accept  it ;  and  ^ven  intended  as  a  ferious  injury  to  us  if 
^gcceded  to*  He  had  the  greateft  confidence  in  the  exertions  of  our 
tovy,  which,  -he  doubted  not>  would  always  prove  the  fafeguard 
Wthis  nationr  He  faid  he  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
.made  the  motion  had  forgot  a  part  of  the  addrefs  pf  the  Houfe  to 
His  Majeily,  which  he  dcfifcd  to  be  read.  (The  addrefs  was,  p' 
ftiAch  of  it^  read)  Mr.  Adam  then  faid,  he  thought  that  addr^s 
%as,  and  ought  to  be,  a  direft  negative  upon  the  purport  of  th^ 
f refent  motioil^ 

Mr.  Chaincellor  PiTT  ftatcd,  that  heroic  dt  this  period  dtt^t 

*dcl>atc,  as  he  utrag  extremely  defirous  of  taking  the  earlieft  oppor- 

lumty  to  deliver  his  fentlments  on  the  prcfent  important  queftion* 

Before,  however,  ftating  the  grounds  of  his  objeQion  to  the  refo- 

hjfion  moved  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  propofing   thtf 

tmendment  which  he  meant  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  he  li^rasuanx* 

lotts  that  tficy  mignt  be  fully  in  poffeflion,  both  of  the  repeated 

declarations   #f  His  Majefty,  dnd  the  fentiments  that  had  been 

«preffed  by  Parlianrtcrit  on  form«r  occafions.     For  this  purpofe^ 

he  deiired  the  cl^rk  to  ifead  a  paffage  frorh  His  Majefty's  fpeech 

.^Ac  21ft  of  January  I79.4>  and  the  artfwet  of  the  Houfe;  arid 

Ukewifc  part  of  the  declaration  of  the  29th  Oflober^  ^  7  9  3  <  and  thd 

declaration  of  the  apth  November  1793,  at  Toulon.     He  <vould 

take  the  liberty  to  aflTert  that  there  was  nothing,  either  in  the  fitua- 

tion  of  the  codntry  or  of  Europe, '  that  ought  to  induce  them  in  the 

pfcfent  momcnt'to  depart  from  thofc  fentiments  repeatedly  delivered 

fi^wn  the  Throne  and  fati^ioned  by  tfi^it  Houfe-— fentiments  with 

^ch  the  rdohition  that  had  been  moved   by   the  honourable 

gentleman  was  entirely  inconfiftent.     He  would  affirm  that  there 

^snothingin  the  prefertt  fituation  of  affairs  but  what  called  upgn 

them  to  repeat  their  firm  determination  to  pcrfevere  in  the  fame  line 

of  cbndd^,  and  to  (hew  their  conviSlon  that  they  ha(;f  not,  on 

thofc  former  odcallons,  gone  beyond  the  fober  ahd  rational  principles 

to  vrfilch  they  were  invariably  bound  to  adhere.    '  But  that  they 

'^^^t  be  in  pofleffion  of  the  prccife  nature'  of  that  view  of  .the 

<lueftion  U)  which  he  fhould  now  call  their  'attention,    he  ihould ' 

firft  read  t6  fhem  the  words  of  the  amendment,  which  he  meant 

topropofe*  - 

•   f    '  -  ^  .     ' 

'  Rcfoltred,  tfeat  oftdct  tlic  prefeht  ctfctritfrtaticles,  thii  H^ufc  feels  itfelf 
oiled  ^fion'to  declare  its  dcttrmination  firrtly  and  licftdily  to  fupport 
™  J^|s|jefty  in  the  vig9rp«$  profeeution  of  the  prelcntjuft  and  neccffary* 
^*f » -M  ^&rdit^g  at  this  time  the  only  reafonablc  exptdtation  of  pcrma--' 
Wnt  fecurity  and  peace  to  this  countrv  j  and  that  for  the  attainraerit  ®f 
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thefe  obje&s,  this  Houfe  relies  with  «qual  confidenee  on  His  MajeHy^ 
intention  to  employ  vigoroufly  the  force  and  refources  of  the  country  u^ 
fupport  of  its  eilential  interefls  ;  and  on  the  defire  uniformly  manifef^eA    1 
by  His  Majefty  to  cffedt  a  pacification  od  jufl  and  honourable  grounds^ 
with  any  Government,  in  France,  under  whatever  fonn>  which  fhall  ap»    \ 
pear  capable  of  maintaining  the.  accufiomed  relations  of  peace  and  amity 
with  other  countries.  i 

It  appeared,  from  His  Majefty's  declarations,  that  the  form  of  j 
Government  with  which  it  would  be  deemed  preferable  to  treat  in    j 
France,  was  that  of  a  Monarchy.     He  believed  that  the  fentimei^ 
was  admitted  by  every  man,  that  the  moftdcfirable  confummation 
which  could  take  place  in  the  prefent  difordered  ftate  of  that  coun* 
try,  would  be  the  rc-eftablifhment  of  Monarchy.     Fot  this  pur- 
pofe,  it  was  thought  advifable  to  co-operate  with  all  thofc  in  France 
who  were  friendly  to  that  objcft,  with  a  view  to  employ  their  afiif- 
tance,  either  as  a  means  of  war  or  as  a  channel  of  peace,  and  to 
avail  ourfelves  of  any  opportunity  that  might  offer  to  facilitate  the 
rcftoration  of  Monarchy.    ,  The  language  adopted  in  thefe  declara- 
tions was  plain  and  explicit.     A  monarchial  Government  was  not 
'  held  out  as  the  Jine  qua  norif  without  which  no  peace  could  take 
place  between  the  two  countries  ;  no  precife  form  of  Government 
was  pointed  out ;  no  dcfire  had  ever  been  expreffed  to  interfere  in 
the  internal  concerns  of  France,  till  it  became  neceffary  for  us  to 
repel  aggreflion,  until  we  were  j.uftified  by  every  maxim  of  expe- 
rience, and  every  principle  of  the.  law  of  Nations,  in  oppoling  the 
progtefs  of  a  fyftem  hoftile  to  the  iaterefts  of  this  country  and  fafety 
of  Europe.     The  interference  which  was  held  out,  was  only  fo  far 
as  it  was  neceffary  for  our  own  fecurity,  and  for  th^  fafety  of  other 
nations.     His  Majefty  looked  at  the  French  Government  only  with 
Engliih  views,  and  for  Englifli  purpofes.     The  declarations  onlj 
went  to  the  point  of  the  eftablifhment  of  a  Government  with  which 
it  might '  be  poffible  to  treat  with  that  reafonablc  degree  of  fecuritjr 
which  was  to  be  found  in  every  exifting  fyftem,  with  the  exception 
only  of  the  new  and  unexampled  order  of  things  which  had  jtfifcn 
in  France.     No  man,  looking  back  to  the  declarations  through  this 
mcdiuijn,  could  fail  to  acknowledge  that  they  were  made  upon  juft 
principles,  and  from  a  view  of  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe*    The 
honourable  gentleman  had  contended  that  no  form  of  Governmcric 
was  neceffary  to  the  fecurity  of  peace ;  that  fecurity  was  to  be  found 
©nly  in  the  inftrument  of  treaty.     We  were  to  treat  then,  without 
looking  to  the  charafler  or  ftate  of  thofe  with  whom  wx  were  at 
war  ?     The   qudftion  was.  Whether  we  would-  confent  to  make 
peace  upon  terms  that  did  not  offer  fecurity,  or  to  tr.aintain  a  contcft 
which  he  muft  allojV  to  be  difficult  and  hazardous  I     The  juffiw 
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and  the  neccflity  of  the  original  grounds  of  the  war  were  admitted, 
by  fome  gentlemen  who  thought  it  advifable  to  treat  under  the  pre^ 
.fcnt  cxrcumftances.     The  principles  of  the  gentlemen  on  die  other 
.fide  were  very  different.     They  denied  that  the  war  had  originated  . 
fipm  the  aggrcflion  of  France,  or  had  been  juft  or  neceflaiy  on  the 
part  of  tills  country.     He  would  only  remark,  that  they  who  pro- 
jofed  fuch.  principles  were  not  likely  to  bring  over  others  to  adopt 
their  condufions.     Thofe  gentlemen  had  contended  that  it  was 
equally  proper  to.  treat  in  die  days  of  Briffot  and  Roberfpierre,  in 
du)fe  periods  of  blood  and  confifcation,  as  under  the  prefent  fyfiem 
of  moderantifm.     There  was  no  one  moment  in  which  they  had  not 
Jicld.thc  fame  principle  ;  as  if,  during  all  the  changes  which  had 
.taken  place,   during  the  reign  of  terror  and  profcription,  there  had 
cxifted  in  France  a  Government  of  fufficient  ftability,  offufficient 
«>mmunity  of  intereft, .  of  fufficient  moderation  of  fentiment,  as  to 
afibrd  to  this  country  a  rational  profpeft  df  fecurity,  with  refpedl  to 
any  treaty  into  which  it  might  enter.     There  were  two  objeds  to 
which  it  was  natural  ip  look  from  the  termination  of  war  ;  the  firi]: 
was  fecurity  in  treating,  the  ncsct  was  reparation  for  the  lofs  we  had 
incurred  ;  but  thegre;^teft,  and  that  which  fuperfeded  every  queftion 
of  reparation,  was  ncceffarily  the  attainment  of  fecurity.     Would 
,any  man  fay  that  this  object  could  be  looktd  for  from  the  prefent 
Government  of  France  ?      PJaced  in  a  fituation  the  reverie  of  all 
exifting  Governments,  having  deftroyed  what  conftituted  the  bond 
of  aUfociety,  diftinfilion  of  claffcs  and  fecurity  of  property,  attempt- 
ing to  produce  an  equality  contrary  to  the   phyfical   incqujility  of 
nicn ;  and  to  that  artificial  inequality  which  was  calculated  to  remedy 
the  defeats  of  the  other,  was  this  fecurity  to  be  hoped  for  from  a 
Government  donftrudtcd  upon  fuch  principles,  and  avowing  Its 
difpofition  to  propagate  thofe  principles  by  all  the  means  of  force 
*nd  of  artifice,  employing  every  ftratagem  to  feducc,  and  ftraining 
every  nerve  to  jcompel  odiers  into  an  imitation  of  its  own  example, 
*ndi  with  refpeft  to  this  country,  following  up  the  whole  by  an 
■aftual  declaration  of  war  ?     You  had  profeffcd  your  intentions  of 
obferving  tjie  moil  facred  neutrality.     To  that  neutrality  you  moft 
ftd^lly  adliered  ;  but,  inftead  of  reaping  the  reward  of  ydur  mode-r 
'^fipn,  inftcad  of  finding  thofe  principles  of  innovation  and  anarchy 
Working,  as  might  naturally  have  been  expedcd,  their  own  de- 
%udHon,    th^y  had,  at,  laft,  broke  loofe  and  forced  the  country 
itttotlie  war  .in  which  it  was  now  engaged.     In  this  fituation  of 
filings  would  it  b«  rational^  or  a  comprehenfible  objcft,  to  look  to 
*  ftate  of  fecurity  in  peace,  without  taking  into  confideration  th^ 
FWciplcs  which  had  produced  the  danger  ?     The  whole  queftioi 
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was  iiim  ttduced  to  this  one  point  of  fecurity*  Either  due  ftate  of 
Aitig$  in  France  mud  h««t  become  fuch  as  to  afford  a  greator 
•jMtJfpcft  of  fecurity,  or  the  prefliire  of  the  tvar  have  increafed  to 
fuch  a  degree>  as  to  render  it  expediont  to  treat  upon  any  terms. 
War,  he  admitted  to  be  the  grcatefl  of  all  evils ;  a  dalamiiy  never 
.to  be  fiolerated^  trhere  It  poflibly  could  be  avoided  t^  any  exertions 
of  human  prudence.  The  queftion  was.  Whether  die  prefent  evil 
^fVts  ^eater  than  the  rifque  to  be  incurred  by  treating  for  peace  ^ 
rFor  perfons  to  imagine  that  they  eould  explore  the  fecrets  of  Provi- 
idcnee>  pronounce  what  might  be  the  event  of  future  operations^  or 
;d^ennine  to  ivhat  point  they  mi^  be  able  to  contend,  he  con- 
ceived to  be  the  hei^t  of  prefumption.  He  affirmed  that  it  was 
Impfoper  to  treat  in  the  prefent  moment,  unlefs  gendemcn  were 
prepared  to  lay  down  the  general  propofition,  that  the  internal  flate 
<Qf  die.coimtry  with  which  we  were  at  war  formed  no  part  of  our 
'Confideration^  It  mi^t  be  afked,  then,  in  what  ftate  would  it  be 
proper  to  treat  ?  In  deciding  .iqx>n  *that  queftion,  he  would  6ik 
judge,  from  all  the  circumftadces  before  him,'  whedier  it  was  ex- 
pedient to  entcar  into  treaty  J  And,  fecoodly,  from  the  genend 
.prineifde,  not  looking  to  die.  particular  form,  wbedier  it  was  a 
Government  of  fuch  a  fort  as  afforded  a  reafonablc  profped  of  Ic- 
curity?  .  The  prefent  ftatc  of  the  French  Government  was  fuch  as, 
in  his  mind,  rendered  a  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war  preferable 
jto  any  attempt  to.  negociate.  When  he  was  aflced,  with  what  fort 
of  fyftem,  he  fliould  chufc  to  treat  r  He  would  look  to  its  probable 
authority  and  ftability  ;  and'  he  ihould  have  litde  hefitation  to  rejcft 
^11  propofitions  to  tr^t  with  a  iyftem  that,  fo  far  from  producing  i 
ilablc  Grvernment,  had  only  produced  a  conftant  feries  of  rsvolu* 
,tions,  which  had  now  been  fufpendcd  for  but  little  more  than  fix 
jnonths^  Previous  to  that  period,  we  had  witiiieifed  the  fall  of 
BriSot  quickly  fuccecded  by  that  of  jRo^erfpierre,  and  paving  the 
way  for  the  prefent  fyftcrti  df.mcMierantifm.  At  eachof  thefe  pe- 
riods, the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  hod  called  for  peace  ;  <Aey 
had.  referred  to  the  objeft  of  fccurity  as  equally  to  be  obtained  under 
the  reign  of  Briffot  and  of  Robcripicrrc  ;  they  had  held  Ihem  out  al 
perfons  with  whom  it  was  prc^r  to  treat,  even  when -they  w«t 
approaching  to  the  period  of  their  extindtion.  If  fuch  had  been  Afe 
general  (late  of  France,  what  was  the  ground  of  fuppofing  die  pre- 
fent party  to  be  poffeffcd  of  more  ftrength,  or;  to  promtfe  eiojc  fta* 
bJity  than  Jtbofc  of  Brilfot  and  Roberfpiarre,  by  which  dieylttj 
bzcn  preceded  ?  Was  the  manner  in  which  the  pride  and  psffions 
of  ^  the  populace  had  been  found  to  work  upon  the  princii^e  of  te 
former  Government  likely  to  give  much  pcrmancBce  to  the  pnksi 
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fjflem  ?  Was  it  a  fuiEcient  ground  of  truft  that  they  had  been  fix 
months  railing  at  a  fyftem  of  cruelty  of  which  they  had  been  the 
principal  inftnunents ;  that  they  held  out  a  mere  name  of  modera* 
tion  I  or  had  thou^t  proper  fomcwhat  to  relax  from  the  rigour  of 
the  "meafures  formerly  purfued  ?  The  degree  of  their  niodention 
could  be  eftimated  only  from  comparifon ;  they  fiill  retained  the 
fyftcm  of  the  revolutionary  tribunals^  not  varied  in  principle^  how- 
ever in  mode  and  degree  they  might  have  departed  from  the  atrocity 
of  the  fanguinary  proceedings  under  the  reign  of  Roberfpierre.  The 
oply  ground  of  their  ftability  was  derived  from  public  opinion. 
How  that  operated,  had  been  ftated  by  a  noble  Lord  (Momington) 
at  the  beginning  of  laft  feiTion,  with  a  force  of  language  and  cf 
ai]gument  which  had  made  too  ftrong  an  impreflion  upon  the  minds 
of  thofe  who  beard  him  to  be  readily  forgotten.  He  had  then  moft 
clearly  (hewed  the  iufluence  of  public  opinion,  as  unfavourable  to 
the  permanence  of  the  Government,  and  paving  the  way  for  its 
dcftnidHon.  He  (hould  now  look  at  the  means  of  revenue  which 
the  French  poflcffed  for  carrying  on  the  war.  Within  the  laft  year 
and  a  half,  their  confifcations  had  amounted  to  no  lefs  a  fum  than 
three  hundred  millions.  But  by  what  means  had  this  extraordinary 
fum  been  raifcd  ?,  Nor  from  the  farther  appropriation  of  die  cfFcfti 
of  the  exiled  nobility  or  the  proprietors  of  land  who  had  emigratedi 
but  by  treating  as  guilty  all  thofe  who  were  poflcffed  of  landed  pro* 
pcrty  and  had  remained  in  the  country.  Whether  the  charge  of 
guilt  upon  which  that  confifcation  had  been  grounded,  had  been 
fafely  or  truly  applied,  it  equally  made  for  his  argument ;  fince  in 
the  one  point  of  view,  it  afforded  a  fttong  proof  of  the  oppreffion  of 
the  Govempiient,  and  in  the  dthct,  of  the  divifion  of  fentjment 
among  the  people.  It  would  appeal",  then,  what  weight  was  due 
to  the  affertion,  that  all  the  French  were  united  in  one  caufe,  when 
the  great  refources  by  which  they  had  been  able  to  carry  on  the  war 
had  been  derived  almpft  entirely  from  the  fund  of  confifcation  and 
profcription,  and  had  been  the  fruits  and  harveft  of  the  bloody  maf^ 
facres  which  had  marked  the  different  periods  of  their  revolution, 
If  thefe  had  hitherto  formed  it«$  principal  refources,  in  renouncing 
the  fyftem  of  Roberfpierr^,  the  prefcnt  Government  had  crippled 
their  power  of  aftion,  and  deprived  themfelves  of  the  means  of 
exertion.  What  was  the  ftate  of  their  agriculture  and  commerce  i 
As  fome  remarks  had  beeri  made  on  the  authorities  from  which  ht 
had  drawn  his  former  ftatements,  he  begged  to  fay,  that  the  repor- 
ters to  whom  he  now.  appealed  were  not  thofe  who  could  have  any 
|Dod  will  to  him.  By  the  declarations  of  their  own  leaders,  and 
tb^  reports  of  their  own  Coipmittees,  he  was  juftified  in  afferung 
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that  dgricultutt  was  extinguifhcd  and  commerce  annihilated.      1/ 
again  they  looked  at  the  general  courfc  of  juftice,  notwithllandiilg 
the  dreadful  cruelties  committed  throtgh  the  medium  of  tfie  Revo- 
lutionary Committee,  that  Committee  was  ftill  allowed  to  fubfift, 
the  very  cxiftcnce  of  which  could  not  but  be  regarded  by  die  people 
as  an  intolerable  grievance.      If  tliey  looked  at  the  flate  of  reli^on, 
he  would  not  fay  that  they  ought  not  to  treat  with  them  becaufe  they  ' 
were  a  nation  of  athcifts ;  God  forbid  that  he  fliould  include  the  great 
t)ody  of  die  people  under  that  defcription ;  he  could  not  fuppofc  that 
men  who  had  fo  readily  renounced  the  religion  of  their  fathers,   and 
forgotten  all  the  principles  in  which  they  had  been  educated,   h^d 
fo  completely  extinguifhcd  the  feelings  of  nature,  and  fubdue^  the 
impreflions  of  confcicnoe;  but  in  thatboafted  land  of  liberty  tiicf 
ho  longer  allowed  even  freedom ,  of  confciencc  or  toleration  to  reli- 
gious fentiment.     A  propofition  had  been  made  again  to  tolerate  the 
Chriftian  religion ;  they  immediately  paffcd  to  thfe  order  of  the  day, 
while  they  teftified  the  utmoft  eagernefs  to  inflitute  a  fet  of  Pagan 
feftivals,  that  by  introducing  new  cuftoms,  they  might  completely 
efface  the  impreflion  of  former  principles.     He  afked  whether  thefc 
were  not  circumftances  which  might  affeft  probable  ftability  of  the 
Government  under  which  they  exifted  r     He  again  affertcd  that 
the  very  perfons  at  the  head  of  that  Government,  had  themfclvcs 
been  the  leading  inftruments  of  the  cruelties  exercifed  under  the 
fanguinary  reign  of  Roberfpierre.     He  affirmed,  that  fince  the  laft 
means  of  terror  had  been  abandoned,  inftead  of  any  apparent  una- 
nimity, there  exifted^  on  the  contrary,  the  greateft  confufion,  di- 
ftraftion  and  diforder.  He  did  not  fay  that  the  prcfent  Government 
of  France  muft  neceffarily  fall ;  he  did  not  fay  that  they  were  ca- 
pable of  no  melioration  ;  or  that  by  adopting  a  more  juft,  prudcrtt, 
and  moderate  courfe,  they  might  not  recommend  themfelves  to  the 
affecSHon  and  confidence  of  the  people  ;  he  only  faid,  that  the  period 
of  fuch  a  change  had  not  yet  arrived,,  and  that  before  we  could  ex- 
pedl  to  treat  with  fecurity,  we  ought  at  lead  to  wait  for  the  return 
of  fuch  circumftances  as  would  afford  us  a  moral  probability  of  fuc- 
ccfs.     Bcfides,  even  if  we  ^ere  difpofed  to  treat,  what  affurancc 
had  we  of  their  pacific  difpofitions  towards  this  country  ?     Had  wc 
not,  on  the  contrary,  teafon  to  believe,  from  palpkble  inference, 
and  from  the  tcftimony  of  fads,  that  they  were  ftill  aftuated  by  a 
fpirit  of  hoflility  to  all  regal  Government,  and  particularly  to  Aat 
of  England  ?    ^  Had  we  not  regfon  to  believe,  that  if  they  fliould  be 
induced  to  negociate  in  the  prefent  moment,  they  would  treat  with 
no  other  view  than  to  their  own  advantage  and  the  ruin  of  thi« 
country  r     Their  fyftem  held  x)ut  an  univerfal  code,  by  which  thdr 
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own  was  reprefented  as  the  only  lawful  ^government,  and  every 
other  form  profcribed  as  unlawful.  Such  was  the  ground  upon 
which  they  had  undertaken  the  war.  Could  they  be  fuppofed  to* 
:-  be  weary  of  carrying  It  on,  except  from  the  difficulties  which  they 
might  have  experienced  in  the  profecution  ? 

They  had  ftafed  that  they  defired  peace  wldi  fome  Powers,  only 
•  in  order  to  ruin  others,  and  afterwards  involve  in  the  fame  deftruc-  ^ 
tion  thofe  very  Powers  to  whom  they  fhould  be  difpofed  to  grant  a 
fliort-lived  tranquillity.     They  would  exercife  their  moderation  to 
Holland,    and  refervc  their  vindidtive  principles  for  Great  Britain. 
Could  fuch  difpofitions  either  give  fccurity  to  peace,  or  render  it  of 
long  continuance  ?   It  had.  been  ftated,  that  the  decree  of  the  19th 
ofNovember.hadbeert  repealed.     He  did  not  know  that  this  was 
Ae  cafe  ;   but  a  decree  had  been  paffed,  of  the  1 3th  of  April,  mak- 
ing it  death  for  any  man  to  propofe  a  peace  with  a  nation,  unlefs  it 
fliall  firft  acknowledge  the  Republic  of  France  One  and  Indivifible, 
upon  the  principles  of  Liberty  and  Equality.     They  were  not  merely 
fatisfied  with  a  pradtical  acknowledgement  de  fa6io  \  they  required 
an  acknowledgement  of  principle  de  jure.     If  thofe  principles  were 
admitted  to  be  of  univerfal  application,  wxre  they  to  be  excluded 
from  any  other  State,  or  could  they  be  admitted,  without  at  the 
fame  time  an  acknowledgement  of  the  usurpation  and  injuftice  of 
every  other  Government  ?     Such  was  the  preliminary  which  muft 
ever  precede  a  propofal  to  treat ;  and  if  peace  fhould  be  made,   (he 
would  lay  afide  the  confideration  of  the  terms,  though  in  proportion 
to  their  acceffion  of  territory,  they  might  be  expected  to  rife  in  th'eir 
demands)  were  they  prepared  to  look  to  the  fituation  of  laying  open 
the  country  to  all  the  emiffaries  of  France,  to  renew  thofe  attempts 
againft  the  exifting  Government  in  which  they  had  been  fo  adlive 
previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  war  ?  The  honourable  gentle- 
man contended  that  there  exifted  no  danger  from  any  internal  com- 
motion.    Did  he  fuppofe  that  there  was  nothing  to  awaken  and  re- 
kindle the  embers  of  that  fadlion  which  he  conceived  to  be  extin- 
guithed  ?  If  fuch  were  the  cafe,  it  was  evident  that  the  Houfe,  from 
their  late  conduft,  did  not  agree  in  that  feeling.     If  then  a  peace 
were  to  be  made,  it  would  produce,  not  a  ftate  of  confidence  and 
tranquillity,  but  of  vigilance  and  fufpicion.     Were  the  country  to 
dlfarm,  few,  he  fuppofed,  would  be  inclined  to  approve  of  that  aU 
ternative  ;  on  the  other  hand,  they  could  not  remain  armed  without 
giving  up  in  a  certain  degree,  that  pitch  of  force,  to  which  they  had 
^ught  the  exertions  of  the  country,  and  retaining  an  eftabliftiment 
burdenfome  to  peace  and  itiefFcftual  to  war.     It  was  impoffible  for 
^y  Human  being,  in  the  prefent  circumftances,  to  fuppofe  a  ftatc  of 
VoL-XL.  Uu  - 
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fettled  peace  ;  it  nauft  be  a  ftate  of  watching  each  other,  of  inquie- 
tude, ofdiffruft,  merely  a  fhort. truce,  a  ftate  of  partial  inactivity 
and  interrupted  repofe.   In  fuch  a  peace  there  could  be  no  fecurity  ; 
it  was  expofed  to  fo  much  hazard,  doubt,  and  danger,  that  no  mart 
could  .poffibly  look  to  it,  except  the  exhaufted  ftate  of  our  rcfource* 
was  fuch  as  to  exclude  the  poflibility  of  farther  exertion.     The 
queftion  was  not,  whether  we  fhould  make  our  option  between 
peace  and  war,  but  whether  we  Ihould  make  our  option  between  a 
war  attended  with  great  difficulties  and  confiderable  preffure,  and 
a  peace  without  fecurity  ?  He  w^ould  now  fay  a  few  words  with  re- 
fpe6l  to  what  the  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated  of  the  relative  fi- 
tuation  of  the  two  countries.     He  had  contended  that  the  refourcea 
of  France  were  not  exhaufted,  while  he  magnified  them  as  fo  extra- 
ordinary and  fo  difficult  to  be  borne.     But  that  honourable  gentle- 
man, who  fwept  off  millions  from  the  Expenditure  of  France,  had 
added  them  with  as  rough  a  hand  to-  the  account  of  this  country. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ftated  the  expences  of  the  two 
years  of  the  war  1793  and  1 794,  to  amount  to  about  twenty-five 
millions,  and  the  capital  to  be  created  to  about  thirty.    This  calcu- 
lation differed  from  the  ftalement  which  had  been  made  by  the  ho* 
nourable  gentleman,  who  had  fet  down  the  expences  of  the  war  at 
fixty,  and  the  capital  at  feventy  millions  only,  in  order  to  fhew  that 
we  had  now  come  to  a  fituation  in  which  our  refources  would  no 
longer  ferve  us  to  carry  on  the  war.     But  what  was  the  refult  of  the 
comparifon  ?   While  we,  during  thefe  two  years,  had  been  fpending 
thirty  millions,  the  Expenditure  of  the  French,  even  from  their  own 
ftatement,  amounted  to  not  lefs  than  two  hundred  and  fifty.     The 
means  from  which  this  immenfe  expenditure  had  been  fupplied,  had 
been  attended  with  the  defolation  of  the  interior  of  the  country,  the 
extindlion  of  agriculture,  and  the  annihilation  of  commei-ce.     In 
thefe  circumftances,  could  they  be  fuppofed  to  be  .able  to  fpend  two 
hundred  and  fifty  millions  more  eafily  dian  we  thirty  ?     To  fuch  a 
degree  had  the  difcount  upon  their  paper  increafed,  that  one  time 
it  loft  eighty-five  per  cent.     The  honourable  gentleman  faid,  you 
had  been  told  the  fame  thing  laft  year,  and  that  therefore  no  atten- 
tion was  to  be  paid  to  diis  fott  of  reafoning.     Was  this  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  fair   inference.?    Was  it  poffible  that  a  country  (houli 
be  able  to  profecute  a  war  where  the  refources  by  which  it  was  fuR- 
ported,  were  rapidly  decaying,  though  at  the  fame  time,  this  rapid 
decay  might  form  no  Conclulivc  argument  as  to  any  precife  period  al 
which  thofe  refources  (hould  be  entirely  exhaufted  ?  No  brilliant  fee- 
cefc,  no  acquifition  of  territory,  was  fufficienjt  to  compenfate  tliis  in- 
tcuial  decay  of  refources.    The  honourably  gendenj^  had  ftated  # 


Digitized 


by  Google 


A.  1795.  DEBATES.  331 

immcnfe  extent  of  the  I^rench  empire,  from  the  Faltic  to  Gibraltar, 
and  after  having  afligned  it  fuch  enormous  limits,  had  with  no  great 
advantage  to  his  own  pofition,  affirmed  it  at  the  fame  time,  to  be 
condenfed  and  concentrated.  The  balance  of  rcfources  was  as  much 
in  ©ur  favour  againft  France,  as  the  balance  of  acquifitions  was  in 
the  favour  of  France  againft  other  countries. 

There  were  two  or  three  other  points,  on  which  he  wiihed  to 
touch.  It  might  be  afked,  what  force  wc  had  to  oppofe  to  that  of 
France  ?  He  would  anfwer,  an  increafed  force  on  the  part  of  this 
country.  It  had  been  ftated  by  their  own  leaders,  either  that  the 
French  force  now  on  foot  muft  be  diminiftied,  or  that  their  efforts 
ihuft  be  exhaufted.  It  would  probably  depend  on  the  refolution  and 
firninefs  of  that  Houfe,  whether  the  Emperor  might  not  be  enabled 
to  bring  fucH  a  force  into  the  field,  as  would  render  it  impoffiblc  for 
the  French  to  relax  in  their  exertions.  He  adverted  to  a  mode  of 
queftioning  adopted  by  the  other  fide.  One  gentleman  afted,  Whe- 
ther we  expfe<aed  a  counter-revolution  ?  Another,  Whether  we  ftill 
hoped  to  be  able  to  conquer  France  ?  •  And,  a  third,  When  we  in- 
tended to  march  to  Paris  ?  He  remarked  that  ridicule  had  unjuftly 
been  sfttached  to  this  laft  expreflion  of  his  honourable  friend,  Mr. 
Jenkinfon,  who  at  the  time  that  he  made  ufe  Of  iti  exprefsly  ftated 
the  ap^rehenfions^  of  the  Convention,  that  the  combinc»d  armies- 
might  be  able  to  penetrate  to  Paris  ;  and  what  to  them  was  a  ground 
of  fesar,  was  to  us  certainly  a  ground  of  hope.  By  a  mode  of  ar- 
guing, not  unufuai  with  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  who  firft  ftate- 
pofitions  in  order  that  they  afterwards  may  combat  them,  Minifters 
had  been  charged  with  looking  to  the  conqueft  of  France.  They 
had  never  held  out  any  fuch  objeft ;  they  had  only  profeffed  tficir 
hope  of  making  fuch  an  impreffion  upon  the  interior  of  that  country 
as  might  lead  to  a  fecurc  and  ftablc  peace  ;  and  of  being  able,  by 
the  afliftance  of  thofe  well-difpofed  perfons  who  were  enemies  to  the 
prefent  fyflem,  to  eftablifli  a  government  honourable  to  them  and  fafe 
to  ourfelvcs.  If  a  change  had  taken  place  in  the  government  of 
France,  which  rendered  it  more  expedient  for  us  to  treat  in  the 
prefent  than  at  a  former  period,  he  would  aflc  if  nothing  had  been 
gained  ?  We  wete  now  in  a  fituation  lefs  remote  from  that  in  which 
We  might  be  able  to  treat  with  fecurlty.  It  had  been  urged  that 
we  ou^t  to  have  let  France  alone.  What  was  the  confequence  of 
neutrality  but  to  produce  aggreffionr  But  now  that  war  had  been' 
two  yeisiri' carried  on,  thedeteftable  fyftem  of  their  Government  had 
fubfided  into  a  ftate  of  lefs  flagrant  atrocity.  It  had  been  faid  that 
all  France,  to  a  man,  was.  united  for  a  Republic.  What  was  meant 
ly  the  phraf^  of  3  Republic  I  Was  it  merely  a  name  at  the  top  of  a' 
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(heet  of  paper  ?  Was  their  defire  of  a  Republic  to  be  gathered  from 
their  fubmiffionto  the  tyranny  of  Roberfpierre,?  Was  their  unani- 
mity  to  be  inferred  from  the  numerous  profcriptions  and  maflacres 
of  Federiilifts  and  Royalifts  ?  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  pro- 
ceeded to  recapitulate  the  general  grounds  on  which  he  had  oppofed 
the  original  refolution,  and  the  motives  from  which  he  had  been  in- 
duced to  bring  forward  this  amendment.  Peace  was  not  obftruScd 
by  any  form  of  Government ;  but  by  a  confideration  of  ,theinter- 
nal  circumftanccs  of  France.  He  remarked  that  there  had  been  great 
mifconftruflions  and  mifconceptions  with  refpcd  to  what  he  had 
flated  on  former  occafions  to  be  his  fentiments,  as  to  the  re-eftablifh- 
mcnt.of  Monarchy,  which  he  by  no  means  wifhed  to  be  confidcred 
as  a  fine  qua  non  to  the  attainment  of  peace,  and  therefore  he  had 
not  contented  himfelf  with  barely  negativing  the  refolution,  but  had 
been  induced  in  the  amendment  to  fubftitute  that  language  which, 
in  his  mind,  it  became  Parliament  to  employ,  as  beft  adapted  to 
the  fubjeft.  There  was  one  other  confideration  to  which,  he  (hould 
advert,  namely,  tliat  the  attempt  to  treat,  though  not  likely  to  be 
fuccefsful,  would  yet  be  attended  with  advantage,  both  in  France  and 
this  country.  In  France  it  was  urged  it  would  al  leaft  have  the  ef- 
fect to  (hew  that  we  were  difpofed  to  treat.  If  it  were  wife  to  treat, 
this  certainly  would  be  an  advantage ;  but  fuch  a  conduft,  inftead 
of  forwarding  peace,  would  only  be  prcdu6Vive  of  danger,  it  would 
lead  toa  propofitionof  terms  from  France,  elated  by  its  recent  acqui- 
fitions,  which  it  would  be  impoffible  for  this  country  to  accept. 
And  he  trufted  that  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Wilberforce),  who 
had,  he  conceived,'  gone  too  far  in  his  propofitions  withrefpcft  to  ' 
peace  on  a  former  occafion,  would  be  convinced,  upon  his  own 
principles,  that  as  the  difficulty  increafed,  any  propofition  to  treat 
in  the  p^efent  moment  would  have  the  efFedt  to  encourage  the  ene- 
my, and  to  bury  the  remains  of  oppofition  in  France.  In  this  coun- 
try it  would  have  the  effed  to  fink  the  fpirit  of  the  people,  and  to 
tell  them  that  it  was  right  to  look  for  peace,  though  it  was  impof- 
fible to  look  for  fecurity  ;  it  would  be  to  infinuate  a  doubt  of  their 
zeal,  energy  and  courage,  and  to  add  to  the  depreffion  already  pro- 
duced by  a  fucceflion  of  misfortAincs  and  a  feries  of  mifreprefentations. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had.  faid,  that  if  his  propofiition  to  treat 
ihould  not  in  the  event  be  fuccefsful,  he  would  then  fupport  the  war. 
Upon  what  ground  could  he  fupport  a  war  which  he  had  in  the  firft 
inftancc  conceived  to  be  neither  neceflfary  nor  juft  \  But  till  the  pe- 
riod Should  arrive  at  which  Jt  would  be  poflTible  to  treat  with  a  ra- 
tional profpedt  of  fecurity,  and  a  degree  of,  at  leafl,  probable  ad- 
v^tage,  he,  and  thojfc  who  thought  with  him,  muft  (?)ntinue  to 
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fi5>port  a  war,  of  the  juftice  and  ncccffity  of  which  they  were  firmly 
pofuaded,  and  which  they  could  not,,  in  the  prefent  moment,  aban- 

'  don  without  a  facrifice  of  their  opinion,  their  confiftency,  and  their 

,  honour. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  faid,  that  he  knew  of  no  regular  form 

•of  Government  in  France,  to  induce  us  to  negociate  whh  them  for 
the  purpofe  of  peace.  If  any  country  in  the  world  ought  to  be  averfc 
to  diftionourable  peace,  furely  this  was  the  country,  in  poffeffion  of 
fdHindant  refources,  while  France  was  completely  exhaufted.  In 
the  firft,  fecond,  and  third  requifitions,  of  that  furious  people,' they 
forced  up  all  the  internal  ftrength  and  property  in  fuch  a  manner, 
Aat  not  all  their  plunder,  even  the  riches  of  Holland,  would  ever 
be  able  to  counter-balance  it.  The  French  armies  had  been  hither- 
to coUedled  by  terror,  and,  as  they  had  now  difarmed  themfelvas  of - 
Aat  -weapon,  they  could  not  colled  fuch  armies  in  future.  He  was 
always  for  a  declaration  fuch  as  the  amendment  contained ;  and  la- 
mented that  a  declaration  had  not  been  made  fooner.  There  could 
be  no  analogy  between  the  American  war,  a  war  with  our  own  fub- 
jeiEts,  and  the  prefent  war.  The  French,  who  went  to  affift  the 
Americans,  had  brought  back  with  them  all  the  principles  of  the 
anarchy  which  they  afterwards  introduced  into  their  own  country. 
The  way  in  which  the  original  motion  was  -put  did  not  altogether 
coincide  with  his  fentiments,  but  neverthelcfs  he  {hould  have  been  ^ 
inclined  rather  to  have  given  his  vote  for  it,  all  circumftances  con- 
fidered,  than  to  have  given  it  an  abfolute  negative.  But  the  amend- 
ment which  had  been  propofed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  had  juft  fat  down,  fo  perfedly  accorded  with  his  ideas,  that  he 
was  happy  in  having  the  honour  of  feconding  it. 

Mr.  T.  W.  COKE  declared  himfelf  an  advocate  for  peace,  let 
the  propofition  come  from  whom,  or  in  what  (hape  it  might. 
Every  man  in  this  country  he  believed  to  be  fo,  except  the  immedi* 
ate  connedions  and  dependents  o£  Minifters,  contraftors  and  jobbers, 
who  profited  by  the  war.  For  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  it  rfiey  had 
only  the  Minifter's  aflertion,  which  the  Houfe  ought  not  to  take  for 
proof.  The  people  had  been  deluded  into  an  approbation  of  the  war 
in  the  firft  inftance,  but  had  at  length  feen  their  error.  The  Mini* 
fter,  he  hoped,  did  not  take  hia  information  that  the  war  was  popu^ 
lar  from  a  right  honourable  gentleman  near  him  (Mr..  Windham.) 
If  he  did,^  that  gentleman  would  foon  be  able" to  inform  him,  that 
the  people  of  Norwich  were  gigainft  the  war.  Indeed,  all  the  peo^ 
pic  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  felt  the  danger  to  which  the  coaft  was 
cxpofed  by  the  French  getting  poffeffion  of  Holland,  and  wifhed  for 
p^acc.     The  experiment  of  trying  to  obtain  it  could  do  no  harnij,  . 
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and  in%ht  do  much  good.  If  it  ihould  fail,  the  cpftfcquence  would- 
be  uniting  the  heart  and  hand  of  every  Engliftitnan  for  a  vt^rous 
prt)fecution  of  the  war.  Any  propofition  tending  to  acceleratcJ  peaee^ 
Ihould  have  his  fupport,  without  regard  to  perfonal  attachments- 
How  great  his  attachment  was  to  a  right  honourable  geritteman, 
(Mr-  Fox)  whofe  Counfcls,  if  fdlowed,  would  have  faved  the 
oeentry  from  the  lofs  and  difgrace  in  which  it  had  been  involved, 
he  had  no  need  to  ftate  upon  this  cccafion.  Of  that  grtat  and  iiluf- 
tiiiMJS  (hitefman,  the  manly  mind  and  unrivalled  talents  were  knowrt 
to  the  Houfe,  and  to  the  Public,  and  rendered  ftill  more  conlJMcu- 
c^  by  his  difinterefted  condu6t,  in  times  of  general  corruption- 
The  day  was  not  far  diftant,  when  he  would  be  called  upon  by  the 
public  voice,  to  fave  the  nation  from  the  calamities  whieh  tiie  mif^  * 
conduft  of  others  threatened  to  bring  upon  it. 

Mr.  YORKE  faid  the  honourable  gentleman  who  moved  the 
prcfent  tjueftlon,  contended,  that  the  exifting  Government  of  France 
dught  not  to  hinder  our  negpeiation  for  peace.  Two  queftions  na- 
turally rife  out  of  this— -Firft,  Whether  any  peace  that  can  be  had^ 
from  France,  in  the  prefent  pofture  of  affairs,  can  be  good,  fo  as 
to  ^ve  us  liopcs  of  its  duration  ?  Second,  Whethei*  in  our  overtures 
of  peace  we  are  .likely  to  meet  fu€cfe(s  at.  all  ?  The  horiourable  gen- 
tleman was  not  a  greater  advocate  for  peace  than  he  was--  He  gave 
his  vote  for  Mr.  Pitt's  amendment,  and  he  riever  gave  a  vote  with 
greater  plcafufe  in  his  life ;  becaufe  he?  not  only  thought  the  warjtift 
ami  neceflary,  but  the  moft  fo  of  any  war  that  ever  we  were  enpgcd 
in.  Me  muft  at  the  fame  time  fay,  that  it  has  been  mifreprefentcd, 
^d  that  circumftance  has  led  the  people  aftray  with  regard  to  itsob- 
jeft.  The  people  conceive  the  object  to  be  the  reftoration  of  Mo- 
narchy in  France.  Theobjedofthewar,  he  contended,  was  fecu- 
lity,  and  the  bringing  that  deluded  people,  the  French^  to  their 
fight  fcnfes*  The  prefent  fyftem  of  France  aimed  at  tlie  diffoluttont 
of  all  foreign  powers :  no  fecurity  can  be  thejii  had  with  fuch  a  Go* 
vemment*  How  great  the  ftijpldity  and  infetuation!  Europe  Co 
look  tamely  on,  and  let  fuch  a  ftate  fiouriftx  to  their  own  diffolution! 
Can  the  States  of  Germany  fee  France  in  the  pofleffion  of  fuch  ex- 
tent of  territory^  and  not  forcii  her  to  retire  into  herfclf  ?  But  again, 
if  we  confider  the  reduced  ftate  of  the  internal  affairs  of  the  French, 
w^  fhall  obferve  them  on  the  brink  of  ruin.  Let  us  take  care  Aen 
whether  by  fuch  a  vote  we  do  not  give  France  refowrces  foc'another 
campaign,  by  inereafing  the  value  of  aff?gnats  ?  With  r^rdtotho 
Erench  fyftem,  it  was  faid  to  be  changed  I  No*  change  of  fyfeni> 
.that  can  give  any  rcafonable  hopes  to  the  Houfe,  in  fuch  a  negodationj 
bad  t^en  |>lace.  '  They  call  tl^emfclves  Moderntifts,  but  it  is  Qply 
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«  pretext  to  cover  their  defigns.  Will  any  one  fay,  that  in  fomc 
future  time,  this  revolutionary  Government  may  not,  did  we  accede 
lo any  pacific  accommodations,  feize  the  opportunity  when  our  fleet! 
and  fhips  are  fcattered  abroad  again,  to  begin  hoftilities.  His  idea 
was,  tfcuat  the  French  Republic  was  a  military  ftate ;  and  unlefs  wc 
counterad):  and  crufh  this  monfter,  by  a  grand  alliance,  be  feared  k 
»ould  over-run  all  E^irc^e.  With  fuoh  a  vaft  revenue,  fuch  4 
powerful  navy,  and  refourccs  of  all  kinds,  ought  we  to  degrade  the 
fpirit  of  our  anceftors,  and  adopt  the  expedient  of  fuing  for  peace  ? 
Let  us  compare  the  confequences  of  the  prefent  war,  with  thofe  of 
die  American  war.  Are  any  of  our  territories  captured  ?  Is  our  trade 
injured  ?  In  the  prefent  ftruggle,  we  might  rely  with  confidence  oa 
our  powerful  navy,  and  brave  foldiers ;  and  the  conteft  would,  tie 
hoped,  in  the  end,  be  crow^ied  with  fuccefs. 

Mr.  POW YS  faid  that  all  the  arguments  had  been  fo  entire^ 
exhaufted  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  he  rofe  not  to 
attempt  repeating  any  of  them,  but  to  declare  his  opinion  more  ex- 
plicitly than  by  a  filent  vote.  They  who  had  taken  an  z&Xve  part 
m  fuj^rting  the  war  at  its  commencement,  ought  not  now  to 
flirink  from  their  former  opinions,  becaufe  the  fuccefs  had  not  been 
equal  to  their  hopes.  He  complimented  Mr.  Grey  on  the  extraor- 
dinary candour  with  which  he-had  brought  forward  his  motion ;  but 
feid  he  was  fo  dull  as  not  to  comprehend  the  definite  meaning  of 
the  words,  or  the  confequences  expected  from  it,  if  it  were  to  be 
adopted.  The  Houfe  had  ufed  no  term  fo  ftrong  as  that  the  exift- 
cnce  of  the  prrfent  Government  of  France,  if  the  name  of  Govern- 
ment was  not  difgraced  by  being  fo  applied,  ought  to  preclude  i 
negociation.  Its  exiftence  was  only  an  obftacle  to  negociation,  al- 
though an  obftacle,  in  bis  opinion,  infurmountable  at  prefent.  Gen- 
men  >^'ho  talked  of  propoling  peace,  ought  to  ftate  what  terms  of 
peace,  if  rejeSed  by  France,  would  unite  every  hand  and  heart  in 
this  country.  He  admitted  that  there  was  no  near  profpe£l  of  fic- 
cefs ;  but  that  had  always  been  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  oppofed  the 
war,  and  wanted  this  country  to  join  hands  in  amity  with  hands  im- 
brued in  the  blood'  of  their  Sovereign.  The  Dutch  had  attempted 
to  negociate  for  peace,  and  while  they  were  attempting  it  their  coun- 
try had  been  over-run.  He  fhould  be  forry  to  apply  harfli  term^ 
to  an  unfortunate  ally,  but  the  lofs  of  Holland,  he  feared,  was  to 
be  imputed  to  a  mean  and  mercenary  fpirit  of  calculation.  He  in- 
fiftcd  that  the  war  was  a  conteft  for  our  exiftence  as  a  nation,  and 
that  were  our  refources  to  foil,  we  muft  ftiir  continue  it,  althougli 
we  fliould  be  able  to  do  nothing  but  bite  with  our  teeth. 

Mr.  WILBERFQRCE  ftated  that  the  debate  had  chiefly  turned 
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on  two  points,  oh  toth  of  which  he  fliould  feel  it  neceffary  to  trouble 
the  Houfe  for  a  few  moments :  firlt,  the  general  fubje<S,  whether 
the  exiftence  of  the  prefent  form  of  Government  in  France  ought 
alone  to  preclude  a  peace  with  France,  if  it  could  be  effedled  on 
fair  and  honourable  terms  :  and  fecondly,  the  queftion  bad  been  ar- 
gued, as  involving  what  had  been  the  fubjedl  of  debate  on  the  firft 
night  of  the  feflion  ;  namely,  whether  it  was,  on  the  whole,  for  the 
intereft  of  this  country,  under  the  prefent  circumftances,  to  make 
peace,  or  continue  the  war  ? 

With  regard  to  the  firft  of  thefe  points,  heftated,  that  on  read- 
ing the  terms  Ln  which  the  motion  of  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Qrcy)  was  exprefTed,  he  had  been  fomewhat  afraid  left  it  (hould 
be  coniidered  as  implying,  that  provided   it  fhould  pafs,  Minifters 
would  be  obliged  immediately  to  offer  peace,  or,  at  beft,  to  accept  it, 
if  ir  were  offered.    This  was  a  queftion  on  which  the  fcnfc  of  Par- 
liament had  been  taken  veiy  lately  ;  and  for  this  reafon,  he  rather 
wifhed  that  other  terms  of  a  more  general  defcription   had  been 
adopted,  which  raiight  not  feem  again  to  propofe  to  the  Houfe  a 
queftion  on  which  it  had  already  decided.     He  added,  that  he 
ihoiild  himfelf,  therefore,  move  a  refolution,  not  liable  to  the  fame  | 
objection,  and  which  would  be  found  to  go  precifdy  to  the  point  on  i 
which  it  was  ftated,  that  it  was  expedient  now  to  declare  the  opinion 
of  the  Houfe.     He  then  read  his  motion,  which  was  to  the  follow-  ; 
ing  purport — "  That  the  exiftence  of  any  particular  form  of  Govern-   | 
**  ment  in  France,  ought  not  to  preclude  fuch  a  peace  between  the   ; 
'*  two  countries,  as  both  in  itfelf,  and  in  the  manner  of  effedting   i 
**  it,  fhould  be  otherwife  confiftent  with  the  fafety,  honour,  and 
"intercfts-of  Great  Britain."  I 

Whatever  differences  of  opinion  has  hecn  expreffed  during  the    \ 
prefent  debate,  he  congratulated  the  Houfe  and  the  Country,  how-    | 
ever,  that  there  appeared  a  general  concurrence  in  one  particular,    j 
namely,  that  it  was  expedient  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fhould    ! 
come  to  a  folemn  declaration  that  the  exiftence  of  any  particular  fonn 
of  Government  ought  not  alone  to  preclude  a  peace,  which  fhould    1 
be  otherwife  fafe  and  honourable.     The  fame  reafons  which  ren- 
dered it  proper  to  make  any  fuch  declaration  at  all,  reafons  grounded 
on  the  efFeds  it  was  likely  to  produce  both  in  France  and  in  Eng- 
land/ rendered  it  equally  neceffary  that  it  fhould  be  expreffed  in  die 
cleareft  and  moft  explicit  terms  :  he  could  not  fay  that  the  motion 
of  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  met  his  wifhes  in  this  par- 
ticular.     In  the  firft  place,  there  w^s  fomething.a  little  indefinite 
in  the  terms  "  fuch  a  Government  as  fhould  be  capable  of  main- 
taining the  relatbns  of  amity  and  peace."     It  was  a  charge  wc  had 
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ttways  made  s^iiift  a  French  RqNiblic,  (a  charge  for  tvhich  \\t 
franklj  declared  he  feared  there  was  but  too  much  ground)  that  ip. 
its  cafe  -we  could   not  poffcfs  that  fccurity  for  tibe  continuance  pf 
peace  and  amity,  which  wc  poffeflcd  in  the  cafe  pf  ordinary  Govcm<* 
ments.      'Xhis  opinion  he  did  not  mean  now  to  rctmd ;  and  if  not^ 
whilftour  generd  terms  implied  that  we  might  makc.peacfc  with  a 
French  Republic,  the  conditions  with  which  they  were  coupled  vir- 
tually <fid  away  mofl;  of  their  cflTeA.     If,  when  a  doubt  was  thus 
dirown  upon  the  real  amount  of  the  conceffion  now  made,  we  were 
to  have  recourfe  for  its  fdution  to  the  aiguments  and  the  language 
of  thofe  by  whom  th«  cenceflTion  was  made,  we  (hould  come  to  no 
v^  tkHsCaiAory  cpncluiion  ^  both  the  one  and  the  other  proceeding 
upon  the  ground  of  the  neceffity  of  our  effeding  a  complete  change 
^f  the  whole  fyftem  of  Government  in  France  ;  but  farther  thart 
this,  the  motion  profefied  to  fpeak  cxadlly  the  fame  language,  as 
luid  been  always  held,  and  to  mean  nothing  more  than  what  Hi^ 
Majefty  had  uniformly  expreffed  fince  the  commencement  of  the 
war :  now,  it  was  undeniable  that,  whether  rightly  or  wrongly,  wi^h 
reafon  or  without.  His  Majefty's  meaning  had  been  underftood  to 
be  different  from  that  the  prefcnt  motion  was  defignccj  to  convey,  and 
it  was  even  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  removing  prejudices  which 
were  acknowledged  to  havj;  greatly  prevailed,  that  his,  honourable 
friend's  mption  was  now  brought  forward.     He  would  not  go  at 
laige  into  the  caufes  from  which  thefe  opinions  concerning  the  in- 
tentions of  Government,  in  refpe<Sl  to  the  objedl  of  the  war,    h^id 
prcxreeded  :  he  muft  notice,  however,  one  or  two  particulars.     In 
His  Majefty's   Declaraticn,    of  Otftober,-    1793,   it  was  ftated, 
*'  That  he  felt  additional  fatisfadron  from  the  hope  of  finding  in 
"  the  other  Powers  engaged  with  him  in  the  common  caufe,  fenti- 
*^  ments  and  views  perfeSly  conformable  to  his  own."     The  fame 
declaration  of  conformity  with  our  allies,  was  generally  held  forth 
in  other  places.  It  was  therefore  natural  for  any  perfon  in  England, 
and  ftiU  more  in  France,  who  (hould  wiih  to  judge  of  the  intentions 
of  Great  Britain,  to  couple  with  her  declaration  of  her  Intention^ , 
Afi  manifeftos  of  the  other  combined  Powers. .    The  text  of  ours 
^as  not  fo  clear  as  not  to  require  a  comment.     What  fort  of  a 
comment  did  it  receive  from  other  manifcftos,  iflued  by  the  Powers 
in  conjun^on  with  whom  we  were  afting ;  thofe,  for  inftance,  <f( 
the  emigrant  Princes,  of  General  Wurmfer,  amd  of  the  Emperor, 
not  to  infift  on  thofe  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  and  the  Emprefs  of  Ruf- 
fia?    Two  of  thcfe  went  diftinflly  to  the  coniplete  reftitution  of  the 
old  Government ;  the  third,  not  quite  fo  far ;  but  even  that  abo- 
Uftied  almpft  every  diing  which  had  been  eftablilhed  ijnce  the  begin-  " 
Vol.  XL.  X  x  Digitized  by  Google 


35«  PARLIAMfiNTARY  -A.  17%. 

ning  of  the  revoltttion.  Thcfc  jarring  declarations  certainly  ren- 
dered it  deiirabley  if  wc  meant.now  to  fay  any  thing  which  (hould 
clear  up  a  point  on  which  mifconccptfons  had  before  prevailed,  that 
tile  Houfe  (hould  do  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  would  perfe6Uy  anfwer 
the  purpofc :  Mr,  Wilberforce's  words  did,  the  other  did  not,  come 
op  to  diis  defcription  5  it  could  not  be  contended  that  the  latter  were 
fo  pcrfedly  clear,  that  they  could  not  be  mifunderftood,  becaufe  in 
fcwfl  they  had  been  mifunderftood.  It  was  afErmed  by  Miniftcrs 
thcmfelves,  that  they  were  the  fanle  words  which  had  been  ufed  for 
the  laft  two  years  ;  and  it  was  alfo  confeffed,  that  they  had  been  fo 
miiconftrued,  as  to  render  a  farther  explanation  now  neceffary. 

The  motion,  however,  had  been  treated  alfo  as  involving,  to  a 
confidcrable  degree,  the  fame  queftion  which  had  been  a^tated  on 
the  firft  night  of  the  feflion ;  and  here  he  fhould  b^n,,  by 'rfemark- 
Ing,    that  his  honourable  friends  ahvays  forgot,    throi^out  the 
whole  of  their  reafonings  on  his  arginnents  in  favour  of  peace,  diat 
he  had  always  declared  that  we  were  in  a  fituation  in  which  we  had 
only  a  choice  of  evils  ;  he  did  not  now,  nor  did  he  before,  contend, 
that  peace,  when  eflfcfted,  would  be  attended  with  fo  much  com- 
fort and  fecurityj  as  under  the  circumftances  of  ordinary  Govern- 
ments ;  but  the  true  queftion  was,  whether,  all  things  confidered, 
if  it  could  be  effcSed  on  fair  terms,  and  in  an  honourable  manner^ 
it  was  not  to  be  preferred  to  the  continuance  of  the  war  ?  And  ftill 
more,  whether,  if  we  continued  the  war^  the  country  might  not 
very  probably  be  compelkd  hereafter  to  make  a  peace,  liable  to  th« 
fame  evils  and  dangers  which  were  Rkely  to  refult  from  this,  but  in 
fuller  meafure,  and  under  worfe  circumftances.     What  was  the 
great  danger  which  had  been   ftatcd  as  likely  to  follow  from  the 
making  of  peace?  The  mifchiefs  which  would  probably  refult  from 
the  endeavours  of  our  enemies  to  foment  our  internal  difcohtents. 
To  this  he  w«uld  reply,  anfwering  at  the  fame  time  flic  argument 
of  an  honourable  friend  oppofite  to  him  (Mr.  Powys),  that  if  we 
were  now  te  make  peace,  wc  ihould  do  it  whilft  the  minds  of  the 
inafs  of  our  people  were  in  general  quiet,  and  weH  difpofed  to  Go- 
vernment ;  and  as  for  the  difaffec^ed,  the  force  which  the  country 
was  capable  of  bringing  into  action,  by  the  many  volunteer  corps 
which  had  been  raifed,  would  be  fufticicntly  great  to  prevent  any  ap- 
prchenfions  ;  but  if,  from  our  continuing  the  war  one  or  two  yea» 
longer  wkh  but  indifferent  fuccefs,  which  muft  be  confidered  as  a 
cafe  not  altogether  improbable,  the  bulk  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try (hould  grow  clamorous  and  difcontented,  then,  indeed,  we  fliouM 
be  in  a  fituation  wherein  we  could  neither  be  able  to  carry  on  war 
with  fuffideiit  vigour,  nor  to  make  peace  with  real  fecurity ;  dicrc 
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there  would  he,  indeed,  Teafon  to  apprehend  danger,  from  the  de- 
iignsof  fadious  and  bad  men  operating  on  the  minds  of  an  irritated 
and  opprefTed  muititude»  who»  we  all  knew,  were  ready  enough  to 
be  mifled,  and  to  afcrlbe  all  their  fufferings  to  any  caufe  to  which  it 
was  faid  they  were  to  be  attributed.  But  much  ftrcfs,  on  this  as  on- 
a  fbrmer  ni^t,  had  been  laid  on  the  humiliation  of  our  now  en- 
gaging in  a  negociation  for  peace  4  and  here,  Mr.  Wilbcrforce  de* 
dared,  that  he  muft  friarikly  confefs  that  he  felt  the  force  of  hi*, 
right  honourable  friend's  appeal  to  him,  on  what  had  lately  pafled 
on  the  Continent.  Cer^nly,  it  was  not  a  moment  to  attempt  a 
peace,  when  an  enemy  was  triumphant ;  but  the  Houfc,  and  the 
country,  and  all  Europe,  would  know  that  the  propofitions  for 
peace  had  been  made,  in  that  Houfe,  before  any  of  tlie  events  al- 
bided  to  had  taken  place  ;  and  he  could  not  help  adding,  that  per- 
haps if  Parliament's  meeting  on  the  day  on  which  it  had  been  ori- 
ginally fummoned,  had  afibrded  him  the  opportunity  of  making  bis 
Biotion  at  that  period,  and. if  the  Houfe  had  then  agreed  to  i^,  the 
misfortunes  which  had  fince  happened,  might  have  been  prevented, 
OT  at  kaft  might  not  have  happened  in  an  equal  degree  :  but  with 
lefpeft  to  this  eharge,  that  he  was  humiliating  the  country,  he  was 
glad  to  take  this  opportunity  of  explaining  himftlf :  he  had  hcver 
oieant,  if  his  motion  had  been  acceded  to,  that  we  fhould  fend  an 
Ambaflador  to  Paris  to  trc^t»for  peace  ;  his  idea  was,  tliat  Govern- 
ment (hould  emjrfoy  fome  proper  perfoa  (andfuch,  he  conceived^ 
Were  always  to  be  found)  to  intimate  to  the  Government  of  France, 
that,  provided  ihey  were  really  difpofed  to  make  peace,  on  equitable 
and  honourable  t«nns,  and  that  the  bufinefs  would  be  fo  condudled 
as,  in  the  manner  of  efFe<^ng  it,  to  be  difcredirable  to  neither  party. 
Great  Britain  would  be  ready  to  meet  thpm  half  way.  The  grpaj: 
reafon,  he  ihould  repeat,  why  he  thought  we  could  now  make  peace, 
ivithout  humiliation,  was,  that  we  were  evidently  capable  of  making 
vigorous  exertions  in  the  profecution  of  the  war.  The  notoriety  oif 
this  truth  muft  prevent  their  condufl  from  being  'mifconftrucd  ;  but 
«'hen  it  was  urged  to  him,  that  the  line  of  conduift  he  had  before  re^ 
commended  iv-as  likely  to  humiliate  this  country,  he  muft  ftatethaj 
there  was  zl  leaft  one  circumftance  of  humiliatbn  from  which  it  mufi 
be  exempt,  and  to  which-  the  oppofite  line  might  eventually  be 
liable.  Should  we  fuccecd  in  our  endeavours  at  drawing  into  z&.icti 
a  number  of  French  malcontents,  might  we  not  be  compelled,  if  a 
counter  revolution  fliould  not  be  efFedcd,  to  leave  them  expoled  to 
the  vindi<5iive  malice  of  their  enemies ;  and  what  humiliation  coulijl 
appear  fo  great  as  this  to  the  feelings  of  every  generous  mind  ? 
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HiB  right  honourable  friend  had  argued  ftrongly  on  the  gtcattr 
danger  of  making  peace  than  continuing  war.  One  grand  rtstfm 
why  he  could  not  be  of  this  opinion,  in  addition  to  thofc  already 
urged,  was,  that  he  thought  a  counter  revolution  iftOit  likely  to 
take  place,  if  peace  ihould  be  made,  than  durii%  thfe  condnuancc 
of  War. 

He  would  affign  a  few  of  the  reafons  on  which  this  pcrfuafian 
^fe  grounded.  In  the  firft  place,  we  ought  fairly  to  confider  idiat 
effeft  was  likely  to  be  produced  on  the  French  natiofti  by  the  attacks 
of  foreign  Powers,  who  were  believed  to  be  endeavouring  to  farce  a 
Government  on  them.  This,  on  the  general  principles  6f  human 
nature,  muft  be  likely  to  produce  refiftance  in  any  people,  but  more 
particularly  in  the  cafe  of  tlie  French,  wko  are  certaiidy  a  high-fgi- 
rited  people.  He  would  not  go  fo  far  as  to  fay  that  the  operation 
of  Irtiis  principle  had  been  fuch,  as  to  produce,  in  fevoar  of  their 
Own  fyftem,  any  thing  of  a  general  enthufiafm  throughofit  the  coun- 
tty,  the  prevalence  of  which  in  France  was  fometimel  aflfertedand 
fomctimes  denied;  but  there  was  rcafon  to  bclicVfe  that  itwis  in 
no  fmall  degree  to  be  afcribed  to  that  ftrikifig  circumftance,  that  all 
the  various  armies  of  the  Republic  in  every  quarter  of  that  vaft  cir- 
iiatnferfence  which  they  lined,  prdflcd  out  vigoroufly  againft  the  ex- 
ternal enemy  which  was  oppofed  to  them  ;  there  Were  few  or  no 
Sefertions  ;  and  however  people  might  be  forced  by  tfcrtor  to  enter 
Into  the  atmy,  it  was  but  too  evident  that  when  oncrc  cttt^rcd,  they 
Were  aduated  by  one  common  principle  of  fytnpathy,  If,  as  there 
Was  good  reafon  to  believe,  it  was  this  powerful  principle  which 
kept  the  nation,  and  ftill  more,  which  kept  the  armies  united, 
when  this  (hould  be  no  more,  a  princq^le  of  difunion  and'  relaxation 
would  be  introduced.  The  capital  was  filled  with  'conffi<aing  fac* 
trons  ;  thefe  would  feverally  endeavour  to  draw  bodies  of  the  annjr 
to  their  fide,  and,  as  had  often  happened  under  fimilar  circumftancesi 
the  tnoft  dangerous  dififentions  would  probably  ^fue.  He  then  re- 
ferred to  a  pamphlet  ktcly  publiftied  by  an  inteHigent  and  wcU-in- 
fotmed  author,  who  ftated,  that  from  the  beft  accounts  he  eouM  ob* 
tain,  the  difpofitions  of  tlic  French  might  be  thus  defcribed :  They 
abhorred  the  emigrants ;  they  dcteftcd  the  combined  PoiW^ers,  bccaufe 
ihcy  believed  thefe  meant  to  force  on  them  thehr  oW  Gov^rtitfjertt  > 
and  next  to  thefe  two,  they  hated  the  Convention.  Now,  was  k 
not  a  clear  confcquence,  from  thefe  fa6ts,  that  fo  long  as  we  cond- 
'  hued  the  preflure  of  external  war,  jn  conjunflion  with  the  combined 
Powers,  and  ftill  more  by  employing  regiments  of  emigrants,  ^ 
prevented  their  hatred  of  d»e  Convention  from  having  any  foope  <» 
operation  ^  whereas  if  peace  Vere  tnade,  thefe  two  more  f  owcrful 
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habreds  would  Ceafe,  and  no  longer  countera£ling  the  thirds  it 
would  be  left  to  pioduce  its  fiill  effect.  He  drew  alfo  fome  argu- 
fiwnts  ^  for  die  probability  of  a  counter  revolution^  if  peace  (hould 
have  been  cffbdicd,  from  the  ftatement  of  the  prefent  fituation  of 
France,  ^ivhich  had  been  made  by  his  right  honourable  friend ; 
ftitemoits  iw^iichy  he  believed,  were  but  too  accurate.  If  com- 
merce,  if  agriculture,  were  no  more  ;  if  the  adminiftration  of  jufticc 
had  ceafed  ;  if  religion  had  been  almoft  abolifhed  ;  was  a  country, 
in  fuch  a  ftate  of  thii^s,  likely  to  remain  in  a  condition  of  internal 
'  tranquillity  ?  He  enlarged  on  this  topic,,  infilling  that  die  want  of 
the  religious  principle  would  then  be  felt,  in  its  effects  on  the  civil 
and  domeftic  happinefs  and  tranquillity  of  the  country.  During  the 
continuance  of  war  alfo  the  nation,  as  was  the  cafe  of  every  coun- 
try, would  be  more  patient  under  its  fufferings,  believing  they  werd 
only  temporary ;  but  this  by  no  means  proved  that  tliey  would 
quietly  fit  down  under  them  in  a  ftate  of  peace. 

He  then  argued  concerning  .a  fyftem  of  moderation,  and  main- 
tained that  he  had  never  contended  in  favour  of  the  principle  on 
which  it  was  introduced,  or  pf  the  motives  of  the  perfons  by  whom 
it  was  praflifed  ;  but  only  that  it  was  likely  to  prevent  that  co-ope- 
ration  from  within  againft  the  French  Government,  which  we  might 
otherwrfe  have  looked  for,  becaufe  it  infufed  a  hope  of  better  days^ 
and  would  render  thofe  who  had  already  fuffered  fo'much,  difpofed 
rather  to  acquiefce  in  the  fond  expcftation,  than  to  begin  anew  the 
work  of  overturning  their  Government.     Here  alio  he  obfervcd  on 
the  difcouragcment  it  muft  afford  to  all  the  malcontents,  when,  oi\ 
reviewing  paft  tranfa<3ions,  and  from  them  drawing  inferences  as  to 
the  future,-  they  (hould  obferve  the  different  fituation  of  affairs  in 
which  they  would  now  have  tp  affift  their  caufe,  from  the  fituation  of 
the  year  before,  when  there  had  been  fuch  a  multitude  of  infurrec- 
tiojis  in  the  interior,  which  were  now  repreffed,  and  when  thcfe  had 
been  aided  by  the  attack  from  without  of  a  powerful  confederacy, 
which  was   nowfo  much  weakened.     Mr.  Wilberforce  declared, 
that  fo  ftrong  was  his  impreffion  that  a  counter  revolution  was  more 
likely  to  happen,  if  tlie  compreffion   of  the  external  enemies  of 
I^rance  fhould  be  withdrawn,  than  now  when  it  was  fo  much  relax- 
ed, he  declared  he  was  not  without  very  ftrong  hopes  of  a  matefial 
change  in  the  Government  of  that  co!|ptry.     He  begged  alfo  that 
it  might  be  remarked,  that  if  a  counter  revolution  were  to  jiappen, 
without  our  afiivc  co-operation,  it  would  be  a  very  different  thing 
to  usfroni  one  which  we  had  been  the  means  of  producing  :  in  the 
latter  cafe,  he  muft  fairly  afk,  would  it  not  probably,  however  de- 
firahte4n  other  iripwa,  pledge  this  country  in  honour  to  guarantee  it  i 
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And  might  not  this  embroil  us  in'  French  affairs  fof  an  indefinite 
period  t  He  wifhed,  in  particular,  diat  this  conlideratibn  might  be 
ferioufly  weighed  by  thofe  who  obje&cd  to  making  peace,  becaufe  it 
would  not  be  a  ftatc  of  complete  fccurity  ;  it  ihcwed,  that  even  if 
we  (hould  be  fo  fuccefsful  in  profecuting  the  war,  as  thereby  even  to 
cffed  a  counter  revolution,  that  even  this  fituation  would  ncA  be 
without  its  difficulties  and  dangers,  the  nature  and  extent  of  which 
might  juftly  alarm  every  lover  of  his  country. 

He  next  adverted  to  an  argument  which  had  been  ufed  by  an  ho- 
nourable friend  of  his  (Mr.  Yorke)  who  had  ftrongly  recommended 
to  them,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  to  confider  what  had  been  the 
uniform  condudl  of  their  anceftots  inma  king  and  carrying  on  wars ; 
the  honourable  gentleman  particularly  referred  to  the  fpeech  of  King 
"William  in  the  year  1696,  and  to  the  determination  then  expreffed 
,  by  the  Houfes  of  Paijliament,  when  the  war  had  continued  for  eight 
years,  to  perfcvere  in  the  conteft  in  which  they  were  engaged :  Mr. 
Wilberforce  declared,  that  it  was  his  decided  opinion  that  Great 
Britain,  as  well  as  every  other  nation,  was  too  ready  to  enter  into 
wars,  and  to  carry  them  on  too  long,  and  he  owned  he  thought 
that  it  was  the  true  policy  of  this  country  to  meddle  with  Continen- 
tal politics  as  little  as  poffible.  But  it  was  not  requifitc  to  agree 
with  him  as  to  6>reign  politics,  in  wder  to  admit  the  truth  of  the 
pofition  he  had  laid  down  concerning  wars.  His  opinions  here  were 
confirmed  by  Mr.  Home,  in  his  Effay  on  the  Balance  of  Power, 
who,  writing  in  defence  of  it,  and  gopg  much  farther  in  fupport 
of  this  fyftem  than  he  was  himfelf  difpofcd  to,  obferved,  however, 
that 

**  Our  wars  with  France  have  been  begun  with  juftice,  and  even  per* 
hap»  from  neceffity,  but  have  always  been  too  far  puftied  from  obllinacy 
^nd  palfion.  The  lame  peace  which  v^as  afterwards  made  at  Ryfwick  ia 
1697,  was  offered  fo  early  as  the  year  1692  ;  that  concluded  at  Utrecht 
in  1712,  might  liave  been  finiflied  ou  as  good  conditions  at  Gertruyten- 
berg  in  the  y>car  1708  ;  and  we  might  have  given  at  Frankfort,  in  i745» 
the  fame  terms  which  we  were  glad  to  accept;  of  at  Aix-la-Chapclk  itt 
the  year  1748.  Here  then  we  fee,  that  above  half  of  our  wars  with 
France,  and  all  our  public  debts,  are  owing  more  to  our  own  imprudent 
Tehemence,  than  to  the  ambition  of  o\^r  neighbours. 

"In  the  fecond  place,  we  are  fo  declared  in  our  opposition  to  French 
power,  and  fo  alert  in  defence  of  our  allies,  that  they  always  reckon  up- 
ivi  our  force  as  upon  their  own  ;  and  expcding  to  carry  on  war  at  our 
^xpence,  refufe  all  reafonabk  terms  of  accommodation. 

"  In  the  third  place,  we  arc  fuch  true  combatants,  that  wbcnonc* 
engaged^  we  lofe  all  concerns  for  ourfelves  and  our  pollerity,  and  con' 
fider  only  how  we  may  bcft  annpy  the  enemy." 

He  begged  leave  to  recommend  the  truths  contained  in  the 'ex- 
tracts he  had  juft  read,  to  jhc  ferious  cpnfi<Jej:atiaa^f  the  Houi; 
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and  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Yorkc)  could  ndt  but  fee  how  mudi 
it  did  away  the  force  of  hisr  admonition. 

Mr.  Wilbcrforcc,  in  the  courfc  of  his  fpccch,  vindicated  tht^ 
confiftcncy  of  himfelf  and  his  friends,  in  having  changed  their  line 
ofconduA  now  that  the  crrcumftances  of  the  cafe  were  fo  materially 
altered ;  it  would  rather  have  been  inconfiilent  if,  thefe  being  fa 
extremely  altered,  their  conduct  would  havr  femained  the  fame. 
He  obfervcd  alfo  upon  the  argument  which  had  been  again  ufed, 
lefpeding  the  cxhauftcd  ftatc  of  the  French  finances :  furely,  hh 
ri^t  honourable  friend  did  not  think  fo  well  of  the  French  Go- 
vernment, as  to  coiKeive  that  they  would  iffue  affignats  to  no  greater^ 
an  amount  than  that  of  the  value  of  the  larxi  for  which  they  were 
iffaed.  Here  the  argument  of  the  American  paper  money  muft 
have  great  weight ;  like  this,  the  affignats  would  be  continually  fink- 
ing in  value,  but  fo  long  as  they  had  any  value  at  all,  they  would 
be  emitted  ;  by  this,  and  other  means,  until  the  phyfical  refource^ 
of  the  country  {hould  be  exhauftcd,  they  would  continue  to  get  them 
into  dieir  hands.  ITiis  fubje<Sl  of  the  afllgnats,  viewed  in  another 
light,  could  not  but  tend  to  leffen  their  hopes  of  fuccefs  in  profecut- 
ing  the  war,  for  the  lake  of  eflTefiing  a  counter  revolution.  It  was 
to  be  cxpefled  as  a  natural  confequence  of  fuch  an  event,  that  affig- 
nats would  lofe  their  value,  and  therefore  we  could  hardly  expeA 
any  thing  like  a  general  co-operation  to  produce  it,  at  a  time  when 
almoft  the  whole  property  of  die  country  was  inverted  in  this  (liape* 

Mr.  Wilberforce  concluded  with  recapitulating  the  arguments  he 
had  uiged  in  the  beginning  of  his  fpeech,  to  prove  that  his  amend- 
ment ought  to  be  adopted  in  preference  to  that  of  his  right  honour- 
able fiiend,  becaufe  it  affcrted,  clearly  and  explicitly,  that  which  it; 
Was  the  objcft  of  their  coming  to  any  parliamentary  declaration  at 
all  to  render  clear  and  explicit,  whereas  his  right  honourable  friend's 
«nuftbe  granted  to  be  at  leaft  liable  to  mifunderftanding,  becaufe,  in 
faS,  it  had  been  aSually  mifunderftood. 

Mr.  MONTAGU  faid  that*  all  wilhed  for  peace,  if  it  could  be 
obtained  on  honourable  terms ;  if  on  difgraceful  and  reproachful,  no 
nwn  could  with  for  it.  Gentlemen  ought  not  to  be  led  away  by 
fa(h  conclufions ;  bis  rig)n  honourable  friend  had  avowed  his  dif- 
polition  for  peace,  if  we  can  have  it  on  terms  of  fecurity  and  amity  ; 
though  an  honourable  gentleman  on  bis  fide  faid,  that  the  amend- 
"nent  was  couched  in  ambiguous,  and  not  fuflSciently  explicit  terms. 
More,  he  pledged  himfelf  that  the  Parliament  of  England  would 
bind  down  the  hands  of  Miniftcrs  to  make  a  peace,  did  a  favourable 
opportunity  offer.  He  himfelf  as  a  Member  had  cvcrj'  reafon  to 
join  with  the  Miniftcr  in  his  prcfent  meafares^  fines  he  bid  now  re-  . 
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moved  his  fears.  In  the  midft  of  the  viAorios  and  fuecefles  of  tbe 
French,  was  not,  he  obfcrved,  the  proper  time  to  call  for  peaQ9* 
The  ftrength  of  the  French  Government,  heobfervcd,  was  increafat: 
firom  the  acquitition  of  Holland  ;  and  if  England  now  (hould  rebot 
her  military  force,  (he  would  give  France  an  occafion  of  attafffclngj 
her  to  advantage.  He  contended  alfo,  diat  a  counterrrevolutiQn  w» 
more  likely  to  be  efFeded  by  war  than  peace. 

Mr.  FOX  began  by  defiring  the  original  motion  and  the  two 
amendments  to  be  read;   and  faid,  that,  before  he  proceeded  tOi 
give  his  reafons  fjr  preferring  the  original  motion  of  his  hcviouiablcj 
friend,  to  that  which  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Wilberforce,  dioqgh ! 
the  difference  between  them  was  not  very  effential^  he  muft  take  \ 
notice  of  the  amendment  which  had  been  fo  unexpefledly  made  bf  \ 
the  right  honourable  gentleman.— -He  faid  unexpededly  made  ;  be-  \ 
caufe,  when  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend  wiis  originally  an- 
nounced, which  was  three  weeks. ago,  the  terms  of  it  even  were 
fettled;  for  his  honourable  friend,  with  more  candour  than.pradenofy 
had  ftated  the  precife  words  upon  which  they  were  to  comt  to  iffac. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  pledged  himfelf  to  come  to  iffue 
upon  thefe  words :  but,  however,  he  did  not  now  feel  fo  bold  as  he  , 
did  three  weeks  ago  ;  he  did  not  choofe  to  meet  the  qucftion  direft- 
ly»     In  his  confcience,  he  faid,  he  believed  the  majority  of  the 
people  were  ftill  for  the  war.     This  was  his  declaration :  but  the 
Houfe  and  the  public  would  infer  from  his  conduct,  that  he  had 
not  very  great  confidence  in  the  truth  of  his  own  declaration ;  for, 
inftead  of  meeting  the  queftion,  which  he  had  pledged  himfelf  to 
do,  he  had  propofed  an  amendment,  by  which  he  was  to  avoid  a 
diredl  decifion  on  it.      In  his  fpeech,  indeed,  he  ftill  denied  tlic 
propofition  of  his  honourable  friend.     Then,  why  not  fairly  and 
openly  negative  it  by  a  vote  r  After  which,  if  he  wifhed  for  a  dc» 
claration,  he  might  liavc  moved  his  own  amendment,  as  a  fpecific 
queftion.     He  took  this  courfe,  he  faid,  to  avoid  mifreprefentadon ; 
and  but  for  his  dcfire  of  avoiding  a  mtfreprefentation,  which  he  has 
never  incurred,  he  would  have  negatived  the  original  queftion; 
when  on  the  other  fide,  the  honourable  feconder  of  the  amendment 
cpnfefled,  that  but  for  that  amendment,  he  would  have  voted  for 
the  original  qucftion.      What  then  was  the  true  meaning  and  in- 
tention of  all  this  petty  warfare,  but  that  the  amendment  was  dc- 
figned  to  evade  the  great  and  material  queftion,  upon  whicB  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  ftood  committed,  and  to  delude  the 
Houfe  by  a  little  temporary  conceftion  which  meant  nothing  ?  Al- 
ready the  matter  was  loaded  with  contradidions ;  the  movdranJ 
the  foconder  m  ere  at  variance ;'  the  one  affirmed,.  Ac  otticr  dcnicdj 
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and  the  whole  was  done  merely  to  draw  us  from  the  clear  fpccific 
queftion,  that  had  been  for  fo  many  days  in  the  contemplation  of 
the  Houfe.     The  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  was  undoubtedly  a 
man  of  fuperior  talents  ;  but  thofe  talents  being  diredled  to  dclufion 
and  quibbling,  radtcr  than  to  what  was  grand,  manly,  and  open, 
he  did  not  (hew  himfelf  poffefled  of  a  mind  equal  to  the  circum- 
fences  in  which  he  found  himfelf.    Inftead  of  meeting  the  exigency 
of  our  prefcnt  fituation  with  meafures  proportioned  to  our  critical 
condition,  he  fecmed  only  anxious,  by  a  little  evafivc  management 
for  the  day,  to  gain  over  a  few  votes  of  irrefolute  Members,  as  if 
a  few  votes  more  or  lefs  could  alter  the  eternal  nature  of  truth  and 
falfehood,  or  to  baffle  a  few  petititions  that  might  be  coming  to 
Parliament,  as  if  by  lulling  a  few  individuals  into  a  continuance  of 
Aeir  apathy  for  a  time,  he  could  extricate  the  nation  from  the  de- 
plorable fituation  into  which  he  had  plunged  it.     Thefc  were  not 
the  refourccs  of  a  great  mind ;  this  was  not  the  condufl  of  a  flatef- 
man  in  a  mtoment  like  the  prefent ;  it  was  as  falfe  to  himfelf  in 
policy,  as  it  was  unworthy  of  the  occafion ;  for  it  could  ferve  only 
to  deaden  Ae  feelings  of  mankind  for  the  day,  and  would  oolleft 
the  public  indignation  to  burfl  upon  him  with  greater  force  when 
the  moment  of  delufioawas  paft.     As  to  the  amendment  itfelf, 
which  die  right  honourable  gentleman  had  moved,  though  he  dif- 
liked  it  in  many  particulars,  yet  in  fome  things  he  did  not  diflike  it. 
Iti  fo  far  as  it  ftated,  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  prefent  form  of 
the  Governnient  of  France,  which  prevented  our  negociating  with 
them>  he  muft  approve  of  the  propofition.     He  had  moved  an 
^naendment  both  this  year  and  the  laft,  to  the  iame  effect.     Little 
did  he  think  when  he  was  making  fuch  propofition  that  he  was  only 
fpfeaking  die  fentiments  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters.    But  thcfe  Mi- 
nifters,  it  feems,  were  the  victims  of  mifreprcfentation.     So  pow- 
erful, it  fecmed,  was  the  oppofition,  fo  full  of  wealth,  and  fo  in- 
vefted  with  the  influence  of  bribes,  places,  penfions,  jobs,  contrafts, 
and  emoluments  of  every  kind,  and  fo  much  had  they  the  means  of 
cirtulating  newfpapers,  thait  they  had  it  in  their  power  fuccefsfuUy 
^o  mifreprcfent  His  Majcfty's  Minifters,  and  to  miflcadand  delude 
the  public,  fo  as  effeftually  to  taintand  abufe  the  public  mind,  and 
to  iriake  them  the  "unhappy  fubjcds  of  mifreprcfentation.     Now 
what  had  they  done  ?  They^had  for  two  years  fucceflively  moved[  an 
amendment  to  the  Addrefs  to  His  Majefty  on  the  firft  day  of  the 
fcflSbn  of  Piurliament,  that  dicre  was  nothing  in  the  form  of  the 
Government  of  France  that  ought  to  prevent  this  country  from  ne- 
godafirig  with  them  for  peace,  and  for  this  they  had  been  called  the 
Advocates  of  France,  Jacobins,  Republicans,  the  Enemies  of  dieir 
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King  and  Countrymen,  who  were  defirou3  to  lower  the  £riti(h  Go-. 
vcrnment  at  the  feet  of  f ranee,  to  introduce  French. anarchy  into 
England,  and  oven  to  deftroy  the  Conftitution  of  England,  and  ta 
bring  His  Majefty  to  the  block.     Now,  however,  all  this  was  qvcf, 
and  it  was  found,  tliat  they  did  not  know  it,  that  in  reality  they 
were  freaking  only  the  fentiments  of  Minifters.     We  were  novr 
come  to  a  crifis  when  all  this  fhuffling  would  be  found  unavailing^, 
when  thefe  delufions  would  no  longer  fucceed ;  their  own  contradic- 
tion was  a  good  omen  for  the  country  \  it  proved  that  the  unfortunate 
fpeech  of  His  Majefty  at  the  opening  of  the  feffion  had  made  a  fe- 
rious  impreffion  on  the  public  mind ;  and  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman therefore  found,  that  he  mufl:  fofteo  and  lower  his  language  ; 
lie  muft  now  attempt  to  do  away  the  effedls  of  that  abfurd,  impoli- 
tic, and  he  might  fay  diabolical  fpeech  which  he  had  put  into  the 
mouth  of  His  Majefty,  in  which  our  gracious  Sovereign  had  been 
made  to  ftand  between  Heaven  and  the  happinefs  of  mankind  ;  had 
been  made  to  pronounce  the  doom  of  millions,  and  to  denounce  an 
almoft  eternal  war,  for  no  poflible  purpofe  of  rational  benefit  to  his 
fpccics  ;  and  that  too  when  all  other  Princes  of  Europe,  awakened 
from  the  delufion  into  which  they  had  been  equally  led  by  their  Mi- 
nifters, had  manifefted  their  difpolitions  to  peace.      He  defired  to 
know  what  was  the  meaning  of  the  prefent  conduS  ?  Was  be  to 
underftand  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  meant  to  negative 
the  propofition  of  his  honourable  friend  ?   In  truth  he  had  done  un- 
derftanding  him  at  all.      If  he  meant  to  negative  it,  why  not  do  fo 
by  a  vote  ?  He  knew  that  the  prefent  Adminiftration  was  corapofed 
of  various  and  difcordant  charafters.     He  did  not  know  whether 
they  all  agreed  in  the  prefent  propofition ;  it  would  foon  be  feeu 
whether  they  did  fo  or  not ;  but  he  could  fay  that  it  would  not  re- 
dound much  to  their  honour.      If  he  were  to  defcribe  it  he  fhould 
fay,  it  WTnt  far  enough  to  difgrace  the  new  colleagues  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,   but  not  far  enough  to  reftore  to  hiro  the 
confidence  of  the  country.      As  to  the  argument  that  had  been  ufed 
upon  the  occafion  he  fliould  have  little  to  fay.     There  had  been  fo 
nfiuch  novelty  in  his  condud  that  day,-  that  he  had  not  thought  it 
neceflfary  to  introduce  any  novelty  into  his  rcafoning.     The  fame 
trite,  hackneyed,  and  refuted  arguments,  w^ith  which  they  had  been 
fatigued  fo  often,  were  again  renewed.      France  was  declining  feft 
in  her  refc^urccs,  and  thjs  was  a  matter  of  rejoicing  to  England ! 
How  long  were  they  to  go  on  rejoicing  in  this  decline  ?  Their  at 
'  fignats  were  at  a  difcount ;  ther^  were  a  number  of  Royalifts ;  and 
much  ridicule  was  thrown  upon  a  fimile  of  the  honourably  gentle* 
man,  who  had  truly  faid,  that  all  tlie  fame  nonfenfc  had  beeft  talked 
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during  the  American  war.  But  it  feems  wc  had  been  foccefsful  in 
France.  The  various  revolutions  that  had  been  produced  in  France 
had  been  efFe<3uated  through  our  means.  This  was  a  moft  finguhr 
aigumcnt,  and  went  perhaps  farther  than  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman intended,  for  it  fo  happened  that  thofc  revolutions  had  been 
good  or  bad,  in  prc^rtion  as  wc  had  been  beaten  or  profperous. 
Whenever  wc  had  made  the  flighteft  impreflion  upon  France,  ox 
had  the  appearance  of  temporary  good  fortune,  it  was  fare  to  be  fol- 
lowed, and  perhaps  to  have  produced,  fome  dreadful  revolution, 
accomplifhcd  by  the  horrors  of  raaffacre  and  devaftation.  But,  on 
the  contrary,  whenever  we  had  been  defeated  awd  forced  to  fly  from 
the  territory  of  France,  they  had  never  foiled  to  fubfide  info  a  com- 
parative tranquillit)'',  and  to  have  th^.ir  internal  condition  meliorated. 
The  argument  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was,  therefore, 
that  if  they  would  permit  him  to  go  on  in  a  fyftcm  of  difafters  and 
defeats,  it  was  incalculable  what  good  it  might  do  in  France. 
Thus,  when  tlie  Duke  of  Brunfwick  had  penetrated  to  within  fixty 
miles  cf  Paris,  there  happened  the  revolution  fatal  to  the  Monarchy 
of  the  I  oth  of  Auguft.  When  we  were  in  the  poffeflion  of  Tou- 
lon, there  happened  the  (hocking  and  diabolical  maffacres  at  Lyons : 
but  no  fooncr  had  we  evacuated  the  place,  than  they  began  to  make 
atonement  for  the  fcandalous  devaftations.  Immediately  after-  the 
battle  of  Fleurus,  there  happened  the  fall  of  Roberfpierre ;  and  cer- 
tainly it  was  true,  that  in  proportion  as  we  had  been  difcomfited 
and  driven  from  the  French  territory,  whenever  the  French  felt 
themfelves  relieved  from  our  attack,-  they  had  exerted  themfelves. 
for  their  own  deliverance  from  internal  tyranny ;  and  nothing  could 
be  more  natural  than  this  ;  for,  animated  by  the  enthufiafm  of  the 
caufe  of  liberty,  when  attacked,  a$  they  were,  they  gave  up  every 
conlideration,  but  that  of  preferying  their  independence ;  but  when 
relieved  from  this  fear,  they  had  as  conftantly  rid  themfelves  of 
their  domeftic  tyrant.  It  was  faid  that  Minifters  never  had  prO- 
pofed  to  themfelves  the  conqueft  of  France.  The  conqueft  of 
France  never  was  imputed  to  them ;  it  was  onl)r  faid  that  they  had 
propofed  to  themfelves  an  objecS,  which  nothing  but  the  conqueft 
of  France  could  obtain.  He  had  long  ago  ftated  his  opinion  on 
the  extravagance  of  that  propofition,  and  his  fcntiments  were  in 
print.  Surely,  any  man  who  ever  did  flatter  himfelf  with  the  pofli- 
bility  of  making  any  imprefliion  on  France  would  now  be  convinced 
of  his  error.  A  remarkable  expreflion  ufed  in  the  American  war 
was  moft  applicable  to  this :  it  was  faid  by  a  Member  of  that  Houfe, 
t>  early  as  in  the  year  1777  or  1778,  That  he  had  looked  at  the 
A  Wripan  army  every  way  :  he  had  looked  at  their  front,  he  had 
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looked  at  their  rear,  he  had  looked  at  their  flanks,  and  h^  oould 
not  accommsdafe  himfelf  any  where :  and  yet,  after  this  opinion  of 
a  General  OfEcer,  the  war  had  been  continued  for  four  or  five 
years.  In  the  fame  manner  we  might  truly  be  faid  to  have  tried 
France:  we  had  tried  the  Eaft,  the  North,  the  South,  and  we 
could  not  accommodate  ourfelves  any  where.  He  hoped  in  God 
we  would  not  continue  the  experiment,  as  we  had  done  in  the  cafe 
of  America.  It  was  faid,  as  an  argument  againft  the  propofition  of 
bis  honourable  friend,  that  it  would  bind  the  hands  of  Minifters  in 
negociating.  It  would  certainly  be  impoflible  for  them,  after  fucb 
a  refolution,  to  fay  to  the  perfons  holding  the  Government  of  France, 
that  they  could  not  treat  with  them  ;  but  fo  far  would  that  be  from 
binding  their  hands,  that  it  vrould  remove  an  obftacle,  and  furely 
it  could  not  prevent  them  from  ftipulating  the  terms  of  peace.  In 
truth,  without  this  declaration,  there  would  be  an  obftacle  in  the 
way  of  treating,  fincc  the  perfons  holding  die  Government  of  France 
knew  that  it  had  been  uniformly  declared  by  our  Minifters  that  they 
could,  not  treat  with  them.  But  the  confiftency  of  the  Ii.)ufe  of 
Commons  flood  in  the  tvay.  He  thought  that  there  might  now  be 
an  end  of  fuch  declamatory  nonfenfe. 

In  all  queftions  of  policy,  nations  tnuft  yield  to  impetious  necef- 
fity  ;  it  would  be  obftinacy,  and  not  honour,  to  pcrfeverc  in  an  opi- 
nion, when  you  became  convinced  that  it  was  wrong ;  it  was  plain 
that  men  might  at  firft  have  thought  the  prefent  war  juft  and  neccf- 
fary,  who  ,were  now  convinced  of  the  contrary ;  and  furely  thef 
would  ad  more  according  to  the  rules  of  honour,  lo  confefs  their 
errors  the  moment  they  were  convinced  of  them.  But  there  was 
nothing  more  curious  tiian  to  hear  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
talk  of  the  confiftency  of  the  HouTe  of  Commons.  What  would 
become  of  his  old  fteady  friends,  exifting  circumftances  ?  In  the  cafe 
of  Oczakow,  he  had  not  hefitated  to  retradil  without  a  blufti,  when 
he  found  the  public  opinion  againft  him.  He  came  forward  and 
faid. that  our  means  were  not  equal  to  the  objetl :  why  could  not  he 
therefore  now  compare  the  objeft  with  the  means  t  Surely  the  dif- 
afters  that  had  happened,  and  the  change  in  the  prefent  cafe,  more 
than  in  the  Ruffian  armament,  would  juftify  him  for  rctrafiing  his 
opinion.  He  would  do  it  with  great  advantage  to  himfelf ;  it  would 
give  vigour  to  England,  and  take  it  froni  France.  But  why,  it^^ 
feid,  fliould  we  be  th«  firft  to  ncgociate  ?  It  would  be  a  humiliatk« 
forfooth  to  propofe  to  treat  becaufe  v^e  were  unfucccfsfuL  Upon  m 
principle,  it  was  almoft  hopelefs  that  we  could  ever  treat ;  for  coold 
it  be  expefted  that  the  French  Government  would  be  the  firfl  *> 
propofe  to  negociate  when  they  knew  that  our  Minifters  had  twdtf^ 
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times  &id  that  no  poflible  peace  could  be  made  while  they  continOfcd 
in  power,     !Let  Eiigliihmen  afk  themfclves  what  would  be  their 
feeiii^  if  the  fame  language  had  been  ufed  to  us  that  wc  have  ufed 
to  them  ?  If,  for  inftance,  they  had  declared  in  the  Conventioq 
that  they  never  would  treat  for  peace  with  England  until  there 
(hould  take  place  a  reform  in  the  Government  of  England  ;— i^'ould 
not  every  Englilhman  die  before  he  wculd  fubmit  to  arte  to  negociatc 
under  fuch  a  declaration  ? — Yet  fuch  a  declaration  we  had  made 
towards  France.    We  muft  therefore  do  awav  the  cfrcd  of  our  ar-r 
rogant  and  impolitic  expreffions,  and  he  had  no  hefitation  in  faying 
what  he-  believed  in  his  heart,  that  if  we  took  away  that  obftaclc, 
We  (h<ould  have  peace  ; '  or,  if  not,  we  (hould  fight  them  upon  equal 
terms  ;  we  (hould  take  from  them  the  caufe  of  their  enthufiafm  ; 
we  (hould  take  from  them  that  which  aroufed  every  national  feeling; 
which  had  carried  them  to  thofe  unparalleled  exertions  that  had 
aftonifhed  and  confounded  the  world.    They  would  then  no  longer 
fed  that  they  had  to  fight  to  extremity,  or  that  they  were  befieged 
in  their  own  country,  for  darjng  to  give  to  their  own  country  fuch 
a  Government  as  they  liked.     Did  he  propofe  to  ynman  one  (hip, 
to  di(band  one  regiment  ?  No,  for  on  the  contrary  his  propo(ition 
was  to  add  vigour  to  the  country;  and  furely  we  (hould  fight  as  well 
after  we  had  made  a  declaration,  that  it  was  not  our  intention  to 
reduce  any  people  to  (lavery.     Nor  (hould  we  treat  for  peace  upon 
Worfe  terms,  if  we  were  to  treat  before  we  were  reduced  to  extre- 
tnity.    He  referred  to  the  hi(tory  of  the  war  of  King  William,  and 
of  his  having  had  the  wnfdom  to  conceal  his  defign  of  altering  the 
French  Government.    The  want  of  fecurity  for  the  continuance  of 
peace,  might  be  pleaded  for  going  on  with  any  war.    There  was  no 
pofitive  fecurity.     Certainly  we  (hould  have  as  much  fecurity  now 
as  in  any  former  inftance.     If  peace  were  to  take  place,  they  muft 
diiband  their  armies,  and,  if  the  mighty  machine,  which  nothing 
but  the  diabolical  confederacy  of  defpots  had  put  in  n^otion,  were 
once  flopped,  it  would  be  impolTible  again  to  put  it  in  motion.     If 
tlus  country  had  adled  right  in  interfering  to  prevent  that  diabolical 
confederacy,  all  might  have  been  well ;  France,  though  perhaps  a 
more  powerful  neighbour,  would  have  been  lefs  obnoxious;  the 
King  might  have  been  now  upon  his  throne,  and  all  the  horrors  and 
maflTacres  that  had  defolated  diat  unhappy  country  might  have  been 
prevented.     He  ridiculed  the  idea  of  the  influx  of  French  princi- 
ples into  this' country,  for  our  own  Conftitution  could  only  flourifh 
l^ere :  it  had  been  more  deeply  rooted  in  our  afFe6^ions  6y  the  fatal 
l^periments  that  had  been  made  in  France.     He  called  to  the  re- 
wUeftion  of  Mr.  Pitt,  the  memorable  exprcffion  of  his  venerable 
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lather,  that  they  ihould  die  on  the  laft  breach- before  they  granted  the 
independence  of  Anierica,  and  that  the  firft  ad  of  his  political  life 
was  to  fign  that  very  independence  which  his  father  had  deprecated* 
Neceffity  diSatcd  the  a6l,  and  he  muft  now  retrad  in  the  fame  man- 
ner his  (yftcm  with  refpedt  to  France.      Mr.  Fox  concluded  by  fay- 
ing, that  he  certainly  preferred  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend, 
which  he  had  opened  and  fupported  with  fuch  luminous  argument 
and  irrefiftible  perfuafion,  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Wilberforce ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  that  amendment  (hould  have  his  fuj^rt,  if 
the  Houfe  thought  fit  to  prefer  the  one  propoiition  to  the  other.' 
Mr.  WILBERFORCE  rofe  again  to  propofc  his  amendment.   • 
The  SPEAKER  faid,  the  honourable  gentleman  was  at  liberty 
to  move  his  amendment,  after  that  now  before  the  Houfe  fhould 
be  difpcfcd  of.  x 

Mr.  DUNDAS  confidcred  the  original  motion  as  couched  in 
fuch  general  terms  that  the  Houfe  could  not  vote  for  it  widi  fafety ; 
whereas  the  amendment  dqclaring  the  fcntiments  of  the  Houfe  in  a 
clear  and  pofitive  manner,  could  be  adopted  with  coniiftcncy  to  the 
vote  of  the  Houfe,  on  the  opening  of  the  feffion.    Ever  fince  he  had  * 
been  a  Member  of  Parliament  he  had  been  of  opinion,  that  a  de- 
claration of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  tending  to  peace  was  pregnant 
with  mifchieis  ;  it  was  fo  in  the  American  war;  the  erFecls  of  fimi- 
lar  declarations  were  productive  of  many  difafters,  which  it  was 
probable  would  be  the  cafe  again.     Having  dwelt  on  this  point,  he 
next  gave  it  as  his  moft  ferious  and  confciencious  opinion,  that  at  no 
period  whatever  could  we  be  in  a  worfe  fituation  to  enter  into  nego* 
elation  for  peace.    Are  we  to  be  told,  that  at  fqch  a  diftrefsful  time, 
when  Franqe  is  in  poffcflion  of  Holland,  and  viflorious  wherever 
fhe  carries  her  arms,  that  this  is  the  moment  to  treat  for  peagc  ? 
And  after  their  declaration,  that  they  would  meet  the  new  Carthage 
on  the  banks  of  the  Thames?  He  was  apprchcnfive  that  gentlemen 
did  not  confider  the  terms  which  wc  were  likely  to  obtain,  were  a 
negociation  for  ^eace  fet  on  foot.    Would  they  wifli  France  to  keep 
quiet  poffelTion  of  Holland  and  Flanders  ?   Yet  was  there  a  bare 
probability  that  they  would  relinquifli  thofe  eonquefts  ?   He  would 
not  refer  gentlemen  to  the  circumftances  of  the  American  war,  but 
be  would  refer  them  to  the  proceedings  of  this  Houfe,  recorded  upon 
the  Journals  fince  the  openirig  of  the  prefent  feflSon  of  Parliament. 
It  was  but  three  weeks  ago,  that  this  Houfe  came  to  a  determination 
to  profecutc  the  war  with  energy  and  vigour,  and  he  would  aft, 
had  any  thing  happened  fince  of  a  nature  to  inddcethe  Houfe  to  pafs 
a  rcfolution  diametrically  oppofitc  ?■ — He  thought  quite  the  contrary  i 
^he  events  that  had  intervened  had  proved^,  in  his  opinion,  the  ^ 
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ecflity  of  adhering  to  that  firft  declaration.     Having  declared  hit 
fentiments  on  the  impolicy  of  the  motion,  he  would  next  deliver 
them  on,  the  amendment  propofed  by  his  right  honourable  friend  ;  he 
did  not  wonder  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr*  Fox)  vias  fo 
angry  at  that  amendment,  becaufe,  had  his  right  honourable  friend 
only  negatived  the  motion  it  would  have  been  publifhed  in  every 
dirty  newfpaper  and  circulated  through  every  petty  town  and  village 
in  the  kingdom,  that  Miniftcrs  would  not  treat  with  any  Govern- 
ment in  France  but  the  Monarchial,  and  that  the  object  of  the  pre- 
fent  conteft  was  the  deftruclion  of  the  Republic  at  prefcnt  eftabliihed 
in  that  country. — The  amendment  would  prevent  fuch  mifreprc- 
fcntation  ;  it  was  explicit,  and  gentlemen  would  vote  for  it  with 
greater  confidence.     Mr.  Dundas  next  adverted  to  the  origin  of  the 
war ;  for  this  purpofe  he  read  the  declaration  of  Monfieur  Chauve- 
Kn  of  the  lothof  May,   1792,  and  contended  that  France  had 
r  violated  every  article  of  that  declaration  by  her  fubfequent  adts ; 
I  and  the  point  of  difpute  which  produced  the  rupture,  was  not  fo 
imuch,  he  faid,  the  conteft  of  the  Scheldt,  but  that  declaration  of 
I  November,    1792,  offering  affiftance  to  any  number  of  perfons  in 
any  country,  diflatisfied  with  their  form  of  Government  and  in- 
clined to  dcftroy  the  f;^me — we  had  much  to  fear  from  the  influx  of 
Frenchmen  coming  to  this  country,  if  peace  was  made  during  the 
cxifting  principles  of  that  country.     The  latencfs  of  the  hour,  the 
right  lionourable  Secretary  faid,  prevented  his  going  farther  into  the 
confideration  of  the  queftion,  on  which  he  had  much  more  to  re- 
mark.    He  concluded  by  again  commending  the  amendment  of  his 
light  honourable  friend,  which  he  faid  amounted  to  this,  that  wc 
ftiU  adhered  to  our  determination  to  fupport  His  Majefty  in  the  war, 
and  at  the  fame  time  declaring  that  we  ihould  be  ready  to  treat 
whenever  an  orderly  Government  was  eftabliflied  in  France,  which 
fliould  promife  ftability  and  fecurity  to  fuch  treaty. 
Mr.  FOX  explained. 

Mr.  HENRY  HIPPESLY  COX  did,  he  had  formerly  given 
his  fupport  to  Minifters,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  add  to  the 
>^igpur  and  fuccefs  of  their  meafures  ;  but  he  thought  that  the  mo- 
tion made  to-day  'was  fo  candid  and  fair,  that  he  ftiould  certainly, 
vote  for  it. 

Mr.  S.  COCKS  delivered  his  fentiments  againft  the  motion. 
He  faid,  he  (hould  not  have  rifen  on  the  occafion,  had  he  not  been 
fearful  that  he  might  be  miftaken  for  the  honourable  gentleman  of 
Ws  name,  who  had  fpoken  in  favour  of  the  queftion. 

Mr.  H.  THORNTON  (Member  for  Southwark)  faid,  that  he 
xofe  to  prevent  the  Houfe  from  being  under  any  mifcoiu'eption,  in 
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ircfpe^Jt  to  the  objeft  of  his  honourable  friend's  (Mr.  Wilberforcc) 
amendment.     It  had  been  oppofed,  on  the  ground  of  its  conveying 
ti  direction  to  the  Government  to  treat  for  peace.     It,  in  fed,  how- 
ever, did  no  fuch  thing  ;  he  fhewed  himfelf  not  to  have  liked  an 
amendment  which  conveyed  an  implication  of  this  fort,  and  for  two 
teafons  ;  the  one  ^vas,  that  the   Houfe  had  already  decided  that  , 
point,  having  lately  pledged  themfelves  to  carry  on  the  war,  and 
he  fhould  be  forry  to  prcfs  upon  them  any  queftion  which  they  had 
*  recently  rejected  :  another  reafon  was,  that  he  himfelf  thought  that 
this  was  not  a  moment  for  bringing  forward  a  propofition  for  peace, 
infomuch,  that  if  any  motion  of  that  nature  had  been  intended,  he 
ihould  have  wifhed  to  put  it  oflF,  on  the  ground  of  the  public  events 
which  had  latdy  happened,  left  Parliament  ihould  be  fufpedcd  of 
ading  under  the  impreflion  of  fear.     The  amendment  of  his  ho* 
jaourable  friend  amounted  merely  to  a  general  declaration  that  no 
particular  form  of  Government  in  France  ihould  preclude  a  negp- 
ciation  for  peace,  without  at  all  prefcribing  the  time  when  the  nc- 
gociation  (hoqld  take  place.     He  thought  this  amendmettt  prefer- 
able to  that  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt),  bccaufc 
it  was  more  clear  and  explicit;  at  the  fame  time  he  confidcred  the 
amendment  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  as  fpeaking,  on  the 
whole,  a  more  pacific  language  than  had  been  hitherto  held  by  Par- 
liament ;  and  he  trufted  that  every  fymptom  of  a  difpofition  to  peace, 
:  whedier  in  Great  Britain  or  in  France,   would  tend  to  enowi^ 
the  fame  difpofition  in  the  other  country,  and  to  bring  forward  the 
time  which  all  fo  ardently  wiftied,  when  a  pacification  would  tab 
place. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BASSET  faid,  I  am  fddom  induced  to  trouble 
the  Houfe  for  any  length  of  time,  and  I  rooft  certainly  flrallnotdo 
fo  at  this  late  hour  ;  but  as  I  did  not  vote  on  die  firft  day  of  the 
feffion,  I  am  defirous  to  give  my  reafons  for  my  conduft  then,  a« 
well  as  thefe  which  induce  me  to  give  the  vote  I  intend  this  ni^t. 
I  believe  thofe  who  know  me,  are  convinced  that  it  is  not  mycui- 
tom  to  fhrink  from  the  decifion  of  any  queftion  on  which  I  can  poi* 
,  fibly  make  up  my  mind.  I  think  it  right,  therefore,  to  fay,  that, 
I  could  not  vote  for  the  Addrcfs  on  the  firft  day  of  the  feflTion,  •*- 
caufe  It  appeared  to  me  to  pledge  us  completely  to  the  war,  mAxxt 
leaving  any  opening  for  peace  ;  this  was  my  objeflion  to  the  Ad- 
drefs,  and  I  could  not  vote  for  the  amendment,  becaufc  I  thoup* 
it  laid  us  in  a  manner  at  the  feet  of  France  :  there  is  the  fame*' 
jeSion,  in  my  opinion,  to  the  queftion  moved  by  the  honouiw* 
gentleman  oppofite  to  me :  I  (hould,  h6wever,  have  felt  confidtf- 
able  difficulty  in  my  vote  this  night,  if  it  had  been  propofcd  to  ^ 
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fitive  that  qucffion  ;  and  I  believe  many  other  gentlemen  arc  in  the 
&me  predicament ;  the  fame  reafons  which  prevented  me  from  vot- 
irgon  the  firft  day  of  the  feiTion^  would  have  probably  induced  me 
to  follow  the  fame  line  of  condu6l  on  this  day,  if  the;  amendment 
ptopofcd  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  not  been  moved  : 
that  amendment  moft  perfe£Hy  meets  my  wifiics,  and  will  have  my 
chearful  and  ready  affent.  It  tells  thofe  pf  our  conftituents  who 
wi(h  for  peace,  that  we  are  ready  to  make  it,  whenever  it  can  btf 
obtained  on  fsiir  and  honourable  terms  :  the  amendment  does  not 
determine  whether  peace  is  now  attainable,  but  it  fays,  both  to 
fiicnds  and  enemies,  that  whenever  it  is  fo,  no  mode  of  government 
either  now  prevailing,  or  which^  may  prevail,  in  France,  will  bp 
confidered  as  an  obftacle  to  it ;  and  by  the  amendment,  we  ftill  tell 
our  enemies  that  we  are  determined  to  carry  on  this  juft  and  necef- 
6ry  war  with  vigour  and  efFe(E^,  for  the  purpofe  of  attaining  what 
ought  to  be  the  object  of  all  wars — a  fafe  and  honourable  peace. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  (Member  for  Bcrkftiirc)  faid,  he  would  vote  for 
flie  original  queftion,  although  he  had  been  difpofed  to  vote  in  ge- 
neral with  Miniflers.  ' 

Mr.  GREY  then  rofe  to  reply  to  the  arguments  advanced  in  the 
courfe  of  the  debate  againfl  his  propofition. — ^He  faid,  that,  from 
the  latenefs  of  the  Hour,  he  had  neither  the  power  nor  the  inclina- 
tion to  trefpafs  on  the  indulgence  which  it  was  the  caftom  of  the 
Houfe  to  grant  to  the  mojver  of  a  queftion.  He  could  not,*  how- 
ever, pafs  unnoticed  many^things  that  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  the 
evening ;  and  firft,  he  muft  obferve  on  the  condu6t  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  oppofite,  (Mr.  Pitt)  in  treating  his  motion  in  fo 
unfair  a  manner  as  he  had  done,  in  evading,  the  queftion,  by  mov- 
ing an  amendment,  infteaJ  of  declaring  the  principles  on  which  he 
aded  with  regard  to  France,-  by  giving  his  vote  openly  and  candid- 
ly>  and  leaving  the  Houfe  to  fonfi  their  uninfluenced  j,udgment  on 
the  bufinefs*  By  the  line  of  conduct  which  he  has  taken,  it  was 
plain  that  he  did  noj  dare  to  meet  the  queftion  fairly,  and  he  gave 
nofatisfadlion  to  the  Houfe  or  the  Pubfic  with,  refped^  to  the  queftion 
of  peace ;  for  he  did  not  acknowledge  whether  he  was  or  was  not' 
difpofed  to  reftore  the  bleflfings  of  peace  to  the  country  at  the  prefent 
nielancholy  jundlure. — It  had  been  advanced  by  an  honourable  gen^ 
tleman,  that  no  terms,  either  honourable  or  fecure,  could  be  ex- 
pefted  from  an  inveterate  and  vidorious  enemy,  at  the  prefent  time, 
than  which  a  more  unfortunate  period  to  treat  could  not  poflibly  oc- 
cur, and  until  the  fate  of  war  fhoutd  render  the  fituation  of  our  af- 
iairs  lefs  unfavourable,  we  ought  to  perfift  to  the  laft  extremity. 
This  was  a  declaration  truly  alarming  indeed.    It  was  allowed  that 
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vre  had  brought  ourfelves  into  the  mod  unfortunate  and  diflftfout 
predicament,  and  he  was  foi|rry  to  fubfcribe  to  the  juftice  of  the  re- 
mark ;  but  where  did  the  means  exift  of  recovering  ourfelves  from 
the  alarming  preflbre  of  the  fituation  into  which  we  have  thiis  been 
wantonly  and  unneceffarily  Icdr-TR-He  could  not  difcover  them. 
But  the  honourable  gentleman  afks  how  peace  is  to  be  obtained| 
and  what  terms  he  would  propofe  to  bring  it  about?  This  was. a 
queftion  which,  being  unfairly  put,  was  entitled  to  noanfwef  from 
urn,  although  the  propofition  was  felf  evident.  Can  we  confcnt, 
ay  they,  to  leave  the  enemy  in  the  quiet  poffeflion  of  Holland  and 
the  Netherlands,  without  ftraining  every  nerve  to  regain  thcfe  pof? 
feffions  for  our  allies,  in  whofe  hands  they  would  be  much  more 
fefe  than  in  thofe  of  their  prefent  occupiers  ?  Could  not  he,  with 
more  propriety,  aflc  Minifters  where  were  the  means  of  repelling 
the  enemy ;  for  furely  np  one  can  fuppofe  for  a  moment  that  the 
ftrength  of  France  does  not  admit  of  more  refources  for  carrying  on 
the  war  than  any  other  country  in  Europe.  It  has  been  faidj,/  how 
can  we  make  peace  with,  a  people,  who  have  declared  that  they  x^ ill 
never  treat  with  us  until  they  have  blown  our  fleet  out  of  the  fca, 
and  buried  Carthage  in  the  Thames  r  llius,  taking  advantage  of 
every  foolifh  faying  or  mad  figure  that  may  be  ^employed  by  an  indi- 
vidual enthufiaft,  which  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  afcribe  to  the  Go- 
vernment of  France.  The  favourite  argument,  that  no  feidipotld 
be  held  with  the  prefent  French  Rulers,  was  completely  refuted  in 
the  example  of  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  America,  with  whom  France 
has,  in  no  one  inftance,  violated  any  of  her  engagements-r-But  then 
it  was  faid,  ftiould  we  treat  with  a  power  which  would  only  be  treated 
with  by  fuch  as  would  acknowledge  the  Frcneh  Republic,  one  and 
indivifible,  and  recognize  in  them  the  principles  of  liberty  and  equa- 
lity P*— Certainly  thefe  confiderations  ihould  be  no  obftacle  in  the 
way  of,  fuch  a  meafure  ;  whatever  Government  they  might  think 
proper  to  confer  on  themfelvcs,  refted  entirely  with  them,  and  no 
nation  had  any  right  to  pbjc6t  to  their  condu<9:  in  fuch  a  cafe.  If 
this  was  not  the  faft,  we  might  objcdl  to  treating  with  the  Emperor 
of  Morocco,  becaufe  he  alTumes  to  himfelf  the  title  of  King  of  die 
Sun,  Moon,  and  Stars ;  and  France  might  refufe  to  treat  with  Great 
Britain,  becaufe  her  Sovereign  calls  himfelf  King  of  France.  AH 
thefe  objedtions  on  our  part,  he  looked  upon  as  filly  fubterfugcs  to 
cover  the  real  intention  of  Minil^ers,  which  was  the  impra6Hcablc 
fcheme  of  reftoring  Monarchy  in  France  ;  for  they  refiifed  to  treat 
with  BriflTot,  with  Roberfpicrre,  and  now  that  a  moderate  party  has 
gained  the  afcendancy,  thar  plea  is  ftill  the  fame,  namdy^  the  in- 
inability  of  their  councils ;  but>  however  this. might  be  the  cafe,  l» 
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itefied  any  gentleman  to  produce  a  fingle  inftance  in  which  they  have 
not  fcrupuloufly  refpe<ftcd  ail  their  <^onneftions  with  foreign  powers ; 
but  fuppofing  that  it  (hould  fo  turn  out,  that  a  party  (hoilld  fucceed 
the  prefent  ruling  one,  whom  Minifters  might  feel  lefs  helitation  to 
treat  with,  what  fecurity  would  there  be  for  their  (lability  any  nrwrc 
than  for  that  of  any  of  their  prcdeceffors  ?  A  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman,  (Mr.  Dundas)  had  laid,  that  the  decree  of  the  Convention, 
offering  prote<Elion  to  the  fubjeds  of  fuch  countries  as  might  wifli 
to  rid  themfclves  of  defporifm,  had  not  been  repealed  ;  but  he 
would  infift  that  it  was  done  away  to  all  intents  and  purpofes.    The 
National  Convention,  it  was  true,  was  not  fo  regular  in  their  mode 
^  proceeding  as  that  Houfe  was,  which  was  to  be  fecn  in  many 
'  other  cafes  befide  the  one  in  queftion.      It  would  not,  however  be 
denied,  that  on  finding  the  decree  of  fraternization  obnoxious  to  th^ 
other  nations  of  Europe,  they^paffed  another,  which  amounted  to 
*  compete  repeal  of  it— that,  notwithftanding  any  thing  to  the 
eontrary,  they  difclaimed  all  intention  of  interfering  with  the  in- 
ternal concerns  of  foreign  nations.   It  appeared  to  him  the  meaning  of 
what  had  been  advanced  by  fome  gentlemen,  that  until  our  armies 
fliould  regain  fome  of  die  advantages  they  had  loil,  we  ought. not  to 
think  of  fuing  for  peace.     Such  an  event  he  could  not,  for  his  own 
part,  hope  for  a  moment ;  but  fuppofing  it  fhould  happen,  would 
there  be  any  more  inclination,  on  the  part  of  our  Minifters,  to  treat, 
than  there  was  when  we  had  by  far  the  advantage  of  the  conteft  ?— 
He  thought  not ;  and  that  it  would  only  encourage  us  to  purfue  a 
vifionary  profpeft,  to  the  ultimate  ruin  of  the  countr}"^ ;  for  the  real 
object,  the  reftorationofthe  French  Monarchy,  was  as  defj)erate  as 
it  was  ridiculous.     He  then  took  a  view  of  the  finances  of  the  ene- 
'ny,  and  infifted  that  they  were  in  fuch  a  ftate  as  t6  render  them  ca- 
pable of  withftanding  all  the  efforts  that  could  poffibly  be  devifed  to 
fubdue  them,  by  any  means  whatever ;  their  refources  were  incal- 
culable, and  the  people  were  emulous,  to  ftrain  (every  nerve  in  fup- 
port  of  their  independence,  liberty,  and  exiftence.     He  concluded, 
hy  making  fome  remarks  on  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs  on  the 
Continent,  the  poffcffion  of  th^  Dutch  navy  by  the  French,  and 
on  the  condition  of  our  brave  countrymen  in  arms,   of  whom  no- 
thing was  now  known,  but  whom  he  fincerely  hoped  to  be  placed 
in  a  fituarion  of  fafety. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  faid,  he  would  only  rife  to  anfwer  a  point 

Aat  had  been  ftarted,  and  on  which  he  conceived  he  had  been  much 

njifreprefented,  and  that  was,  that  he  had  aflferted  the  reftoratipn  of 

Monarchy,  in  France  to  be  thcftne  qua  nm  upon  which  the  country 
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(KH:kM  treat.     He  entertained  no  fu<ch  idea,  and,  as  far  as  he  could 
rcctUc  St,  he  never  had  made  fuch  an  affertion. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  upon  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt's  ainen<i- 
ihent. 
For  the  amendment,  Ayes,  a68  ;  Noes,  86.     Majority,  i83f. 
A  fecond  divifion  took  place  upon  Mr.  Wilberforcc's  amendmentj 
when  the  numbers  were,  agaioft  it. 

Noes,  254;  Ayes,  90.  Majority,  164. 
The  gallery  doors  were  not  opened  ^gain,  but  we  underftand 
that  after  Mr.  Wilberforce's  amendment  was  difpofed  of,  Mr.  She- 
ridan propofed  a  third  amendment,  to  be  added  to  Mr.  Pitt's  rclo- 
lution.  He  charged  the  Minifter  with  having  feleded  words  of  am* 
biguity  and  prevarication  to  miflead  the  Public,  on  a  fubjed  and 
^n  a  day  peculiarly  devoted  to  perfpicuity  and  explanation.  The 
wi(h  of  the  country  was  for  a  fpeedy  peace,  without  regarding  the 
con(l^u£tion  or  principles  of,  the  prefent  exifting  Government  of 
France.  He  was  confident  the  Minifter,  and  many  who  voted 
with  him,  meant  differently.  His  amendment  would  bring  thdr 
meaning  to  a  feir  trial ;  if  negatived,  the  country  would  underftand 
that^  peace  was  as  far  off  as  ever;  and  diat  the  war  was  ftiil,  in 
fa6t,  carried  on  to  change  tlic  Grovemment  of  France. 

This  brought  on  a  warm   altercation,  and  particularty  berwccn 
Mr.  FOX  and  Mr.  WINDHAM. 

The  addition  propofed  by  Mr.  Sheridan  was-— - 
**  And.  that  this  Houfc  arc  not  of  opinion  that  there  are  drcum- 
**  ftarKes  in  the  prefent  exilling  Government  of  France  which  pre- 
"  dude  all  negociation  with  the  faid  Government,^  or  render  it  in- 
**  capable  of  'maintaining  the  accuftomed  relations  of  peace  and 
**  amity  with  other  countries."* 
Jt  paffed  in  the  negative. 

MINORITY  on  the  Amendment  of  Mr.  ClanceUor  PITT  to 
die  Motion  of  Mr.  GREY. 

Ahfon,.  Thomas'  Litchfield  * 

ADtonie,  Lee  Great  Martow 

Aubrey,  Sir  lohtt  Qithcroc 

Bankcs,  Henry  Cprff  Caftle 

Banhani,  J.  P.  Stockbrldge 

Baring,  Sir  Francis  Wycomb 

^I'ii^g^y  Job  a  Exeter 

Bouverie,  Hon.  Edward  NorthamptOK 

Bouverie,  Hon.  William  Old  Sarum 

Bradyll,  Wilfon  CarliHe 

Buller,  James  Exeter 

Burch,J.  R.  Thetford- 
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Byng,  George 
Church,  J.  »• 
Clayton,  Sir  Robert 
Coke,  T.  W. 
Coke,  Edward 
Coke,  D.  Parker 
ColhouD,  William 
Courtenay»  John 
Coxe,  H.  Hippeflcy 
Crefpigny,   T   ^ 
Crewe,  John 
en,  I.  ( 
Davers,  Sir  Charles 
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Crefpigny,   T.  C. 
Crewe,  John 
Curwen,  J.  Chriilian 


Dimfdale,  Baron 

Doibcn,  Sir  William 

Dundas,  Charks 

Erfkine,  Hon.  Thomas 

Featherilone,  Sir  Henry 

Fitzpatrick,  General 
■     Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 

Foley,  Hon.  Edward 

Folkes^  Sir  M.  B. 

Fox,  Right  Hon.  C.  J. 

Francis,  Philip 

Glover,  Richard 

Grey,  Charles 

Harcourt,  John 

Hare,  James 

Harrifon,  John 

Hill,  Sir  Richard 

Howard,  Henry 

Huflcy,  William 
Tekyl,  Jofeph 

Jervoife,  C.  Jervoift 

Kemp,  Thomas 
Knight,  R.  Payne 
Ladbroke,  Robert 
Lambton,  William  Henry 
Langflon,  John 
Lechmere,  Edmund 
Lemon,  Sir  William 
Long^  Samael 
Ludlow,  Earl 
M*Leod,  General  N. 
Maitland,  Hon.  Thomas 
Martin,  James 

^Milbanke,  Ralph 
Milner,  Sir  William 
Moyllyn,  Sir  R. 
North,  Dudley 
Pierfe,  Henry 
Plumer,  William 
Powlctt,  W.  Powlett 
Rawdon,  Hon.  John 


Middlefez  CountjT 

Wendover 

Blechingly 

Norfolk  County 

Dcrbjy 

Nottinghftm 

Bedford 

Tamworth 

Somcrfet  County 

Sudbury 

Chefliire  County 

Carlifle 

St.  Edmond'sBury 

Hertford 

Oxford  Unireriity 

Berkihire 

Portfmouth 

Ditto 

Taviftock 

Cumberland  County 

Worceflerfhirc 

King's  Lynn 

Weftminftcr 

Blechingly 

Pcnryn 

Northumberland  County 

Ilchef^er 

Knarefborough 

Great  Grim&y 

Salop  County 

Arundel 

New  Sarum 

Calne 

Yarmouth,  Ifle  of  Wight 

L^wes 

Ludlow 

Oakhamptoa 

Durham 

Bridgewater 

Worceftcr 

Cornwall  County 

Ilchefter 

Huntingdonfliire 

Invernefsihire 

Jedburgh 

Tewkeibury 

Durham  County 

York 

Flintihire 

Great  Grim(by 

Northallerton 

Hertford(hire 

Totnefs 

Appleby 
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Ridley,  Sir  M,  W. 
Ruffcll,  Lord  William 
Su  John,  Hon.  St.  Andrew 
Sheridan,  R.  B. 
Smith,  William 
Spencer,  Lord  Robert 
Sturt,  Charles 
Tarleton,  General 
Taylor,  Clement 
Thornton,  Henry  J* 
Thorold,  Sir  John 
Townihend,  Lord  John 
Vanfittart,  George 
Vyner,  Robert 
Walwyn^  James 
Wharton,  John 
Whitbrcad,  Samuel,  jun. 
Whitmore,  Thomas 
Wilberforce,  William  . 
Wilbraham,  Rogor 
Wynne,  R.  W. 
Wyndhim,  Hon*  P.  C. 

Sheridan,  R.  B. 


Newcaftle 

Surry  County 

Bedford  County 

Stafford 

Camelford 

Wareham 

Bridport 

Liverpool 

Maidftone 

Southwark 

J^incoln  County 

Knareiborough 

BerkQiire 

Thirlk 

Hereford 

Beverley 

Bedford 

Bridgenorth 

YorkOiire 

Bodmyn 

Denbeigh  County 

Midhurft 

TELLERS. 

Whitbread,  Samuel,  jun.. 


Second  Divifion  on  Mr.  WILBERFORCE's  Amendment. 


Bond,  John 
Ford,  Sir  Francis 
Gordon,  James 
Mills,  William 
Powlett,  Charles 
Salifbury,  Robert 
Wilmot,  John 


CorffCaftle 

NewcafUe-under-Lime 

Truro 

St.  Ives 

Truro 

Monmouth  County 

Coventry 


N.B,  The  following  Members  voted  in  the  Minority,  on  the  Amc*-, 
ment  to  the  Addrefs,  the  firft  day  of  the  Seflion,  and  in  the  Majority  ta 
fupport  Mr.  Pitt's  Amentment  to  Mr.  Grey's  Motion : 

Anderfopy  J.  W.  Mainwaring,  William 

Burdon,  Rowland 

ff^ednefday,  2Sth  January. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  moved,  "  That  an  account  of  the  national  debt, 
as  it  ftood  on  the  5th  of  January,  (hould  be  laid  upon  the  taUe^ 
with  an  account  of  the  intereft  thereon." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  had  fomc  time  fince  ^vcn 
notice  of  his  intention  to  move  for  a  Committee,  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  a  plan  for  the  more  fpeedily  and  cfFedually  manning  his 
Majefty*s  navy.  This  motion  he  meant  to  bring  fotward  on  Mon- 
day next ;  and  (hould  now  prefent  an  outline  of  the  plan,  whidihc 
then  meaht  to  fubmit  for  difcuiTion.     The  firft  propc^iUQn  which 
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he  meant  to  make  was,  that  a  fupply  of  feamen  fliould  be  Eurhiftiedl 
from  tbe  dif&rent  merchants*  (hips,  previous  to  their  clearing  out, 
in  proportion  to  their  tonnage,  fo  that  while  a  fufficient  number  of 
men  (hould  be  left  to  navigate  the  (hips,  the'^e  might  likewife  be  a 
force  adequate  to  the  protection  of  the  convoys.  On  this  fubjed  he 
had  already  had  much  communication  with  mercantile  men,  and 
would  be  glad  to  receive  any  farther  communication.  The  fecond 
proportion  was,  that  as  there  was  a  great  number  of  men  emfdoyed 
on  water  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  who,  from  the  iutui9 
of  their  employment,  were  qualified  for  fca  fervice,  though  not  re. 
gidarly  trained  to  be  feamcn,  that  out  of  thcfe  there  (hould  alfo  be 
fumifhed  a  certain  proportion.  Betides,  it  was  conceived,  that  a 
coniiderable  number  of  landmen  might  be  applied  to  the  naval  fer- 
vkL  With  this  view  it  was  propofed  to  make  a  call  upon  the  dif- 
ferent counties  to  furniih  a  certain  number  of  landmen,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  inhabited  houfes  not  exempted  from  taxes* 
The  mode  of  railing  thefc  men  was  to  be  left  to  the  Magiilratcs^ 
widi  this  provifion,  that  there  (hould  be  impofed  upon  every  paaHhp 
in  cafe  of  default,  a  fine  to  fuch  an  amount  as  would  exceed  the 
bounty  which  it  might  be  neceflTary  to  oflFcr.  Thefe  were  certainlj 
ftrong  mcafures  ;  the  fituation  of  th<^  country  required  that  ffaong 
and  efFedlual  meafures  (hould  be  taken,  and  from  the  fendments 
that  had  been  exprclTed  from  all  fides,  he  had  reafon  to  believe  that 
they  were  fuch  as  would  meet  with  concurrence.  He  concluded 
with  moving,  <*  That  the  fubje6l  (hould  be  taken  into  confideratioa 
>  in  a  Committee  on  Monday." 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  it  was  nece(rary  not  only  to  get  as  many 
men  from  the  number  of  thofe  already  trained  to  fervice,  but  to 
prated  the  nurfery  of  feamen.  He  ftated,  that  he  underflood  there 
exifted  two  obftacles  to  this  nurfery :  firft,  the  circumftance  of  im- 
preffirg  apprentices,  which  deterred  young  men  fronfi  entering  into 
the  fervice  ;  and  fecondly,  the  high  bounties  given  in  fea-porttowii* 
by  ^c  recruiting  parties. 

Mr.  JEKYL  afked  what  period  of  notice  was  to  be  given  t^thc 
merchant  (hips  to  furni(h  their  quota  qf  men,  that  it  might  ndt 
operate  as  an  embargo  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  it  was  intended  to  operate  at 
the  mod  efFedual  embargo,  and  the  objed  of  the  Committee  was^ 
to  coofider  the  beft  means  in  which  that  embaxgp  could  be  applied  ; 
the  operation  would  afFef):  every  (hip  as  foon  as  the  aft  had  pa(fed. 

Mrt  GREY*  faid,  that  in  confequence  of  the  event  of  his  motion 
on  Monday,  fo  unfatisfa£tory  to  him,  and,  he  underfiood,  as  little 
&ds&dory  to  tbe  Public,  at  a  period  the  mod  important  and  prcf 
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fing  that  had  ever  occurrtd  in  the  annals  of  die  country,  he  (hould 
now  give  notice  of  his  intention  to  bring  forward  a  fimilar  motion^ 
'  in  order  to  afcertain  the  principle  on  which  the  war  was  ftill  perfiftcd 
to  be  carried  on,  a  point  which  he  had  by  no  means  been  able  to 
gather  froni  any  thing  expreiTed  in  the  amendment  moved  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  on  the  former  evening.  He  (hould  take 
ax)  opportunity  to  give  farther  notic«5of  this  motion  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftated,  that  on  Monday  he  cxpeded  to 
be  authorifed  by  His  Majefty  to  bring  down  a  meifage  refpefling  the 
Auibian  loan,  which  would  of  courfe  be  taken  intoconiideration  (he 
day  following. 

Mr,  HUSSEY  obferved,  that  this  was  a'  meafurc  notx>nlynew 
»nd  unprecedented,  but  on  the  confequences  of  which  depended  the 
public  credit ;  before,  therefore,  the  Houfe  (hould  confent  to  give 
away  fuch  a  fum  for  foreign  fervice,  it  was  important  that  thcf 
(hould  be  in  poSdSion  of  every  information  that  oould  be-obtained 
with  refpeft'to  the  effeds  of  fuch  a  ftep  in  the  prcfent  ftate  of  af- 
fairs. He  fhould  therefore  make  a  motion,  "  That  tiie  Governor 
and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England  be  defired  to  attend 
Ais  Houfe,  in  order  to  ftate  their  information  on  this  meafure." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  objedled  to  this  motion,  as  irregular  in 
die  prefent  ftage  of  the  bufinefs  ;  and  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
afterwards  to  oppofe  it. 

The  SPJ^AKER  ftated,  that  confiftently  with  the  forms  of  the 
Hou(e,  what  had  been  fa  id  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  coUld  be 
•onfidered  only  as  an  intimation  of  a  future  motion. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfclf 
into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  for  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus, 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  moved',  that  the  Speaker  do 
now  leave  the  Chair.  ^ 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  having  on  a  former  night  given  notice  of 
his  intention  to  oppofe  the  Houfe  going  into  a  Committee  on  this 
bill,  though  he  meant  to  objeft  to  the  Speaker  leaving  the  Chair, 
it  was  not  on  the  ground  of  moving  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe.  There 
was  nothing  aflerted  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill  which  had  any  re- 
ference to  the  law  of  trcafon.  He  would  not  pledge  himfelf  tothc 
meafure  of  bringing  in  a  declarstory  a6l  to  explain  the  law  of  trca- 
fon. But  if  in  the  late  trials  doubts  and  conftrudVions  had  been  at- 
tempted to  be  introduced  upon  the  ftatute  of  Edward  III.  which 
was  in  his  mind  the  moft  fimple  and  explicit  upon  the  Statute  Book, 
it  was  of  importance  that  thcfc  fl>auld  be  done  away,  and  tlftt  th> 
ftatute  fhould  be  put  upon  the  footing  of  clearnefs  and  precifion,  for 
which  it  had  originally  been  introduced.     He  meant  to  oppofe  the 
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motion  for  leaving  the  ChaOr,  on  the  general  grounds  which  had  al- 
ready been  ftatedy  and  which  he  fhould  not  now  recapitulate.  It 
had  been  faid,  that  in  fuipending  the  Habeas  Corpus  we  only  imi- 
tated the  example  of  our  fathers ;  the  Habeas  Corpus  had  indeed 
bcpn  fufpendcd,  but  the  continuance  o(  that  fufpenfion,.  after,  the 
ptnod  for  Which  it  had  originally  been  fixed,  was  rare  Indeed.  No 
fudi  farther  fufpenfion,  he  believed,  had  ever  taken  place,  wherfe 
Aerc  had  been  no  pcrfons  in  cuftody.  He  referred  to  the  inftance* 
in  the  reigns  of  William  III.  arid  of  George  I.  and  II.  In  thefe 
indances  it  had  been  fufpendcd  eithet  during  the  period  of  rebellion, 
>when  it  Was  of  confcquence  to  prevent  any  accefTion  to  the  rebel 
force,  or  from  the  dread  of  atteiirtpts  to  alTaflirtate  the  King,  which 
from  th^  iilftantaneoufrtcfs  with  which  they  could  be  executed,  it 
Was  expedient  and  fteCeffary  to  meet  by  mearts  of  immediate  preven- 
tion, neither  of  which  clrcurtftances  applied  to  the  prefent  period. 
He  concluded,  therefore,  that  the  prefent  meafure  was  not  more 
warranted  by  precedents,  than  it  Was  by  the  general  principles  of 
the  Conflitution,  and  the  confideration  of  the  exifting  circumftances. 
The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  decUrted  entering  into  the  ge- 
neral difcuffion^  but  deprecated  any  attempt  to  draw  the  law  of  trea-^ 
fon  into  queftion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  for  the  hojiout  of  tht  countfy 
5k)  cafe  fimilar  to  the  prefent  had  ever  occurred.  The  danger, 
which  we  had  now  to  encounter,  arofc  from  the  progrefs  of  thofe 
principles,  the  dreadful  cohfequences  of  which  we  had  for  fome  years 
paft  had  the  toirfortune  to  witnefs.  Since  the  revolution  the  Habeas 
Corpus  had  been  twelve  times  fufpended,  and  in  three  or  four  of 
thefe  inftances  the  fufpenfion  had  been  continued  without  bringing 
forwrard  arty  fttfli  grounds,  only  ftating  the  general  prevalence  of 
danger.  He  referred  to  the  preamble  of  one  of  the  afts  of  Wil- 
liam III.  the  year  after  the  revolution,  ftating j  that  "  Whereas- 
there  were  juft  grounds  to  fufpeS  trcafonable'  pradlices,"  &c.  The 
^nly  queftion  then  was,  whether  becaufe  the  danger  at  the  prefent 
tnoment  was  not  precifely  the  fame,  though  in  the  minds  of  many 
national  perfons  it  was  of  a  nature  infinitely  more  dreadful  and  alarni- 
i^,  we  ought  not  to  adopt  the  fame  meai)s  of  precaution  diat  were 
tlfnpbyed  in  thofe  former  inftances. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  queftion  *^  Whether  the  Sp^kfer  do 
now  leave  the  Chair?'*    Ayes  68,  Noes  14* 

The  bill  then, went  throu^  the  Committee,  in  Which  it  was 
agreed  that  it  fhould  Continue  in  force  till  the  end  of  the  fefTion. 
?Tic  Report  was  then  rcceivoj^  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a 
AircJ  time  to-morrow* 
Vol.  XL,  3    A    - 
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The  Committee  of  Supply  and  of  Ways  and  Means  were  defer- 
red till  Monday. 

Thurfday^  t^thjanuafy* 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  moved  tfa<j  crier  of  the  day, 
tiiat  the  bill  for  continuii^  the  fufpenfion  of  the  habeas  Corpus  aft 
be  read  a  third  time. 

Agreed  to.  . 

He  then  moved  that  the  faid  bill  do  pafs. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  rofc  and  faid,  he  was  extremely  forry he haj! 
not  been  prefent  the  preceding  evening  when  fomc  very  ffrong  ob- 
fervations  were  made  by  a  right  honourable  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Fox) 
on  the  fubje£t  of  the  legal  do6Vrines  which  had  lately  been  delivererf^ 
relative  to  the  conftruflion  of  the  ftatute  25  Edward  III.  He  faW, 
he  perfedlly  coincided  with  his  right  honourable  friend  in  the  obfgrva- 
tions  he  had  made,  though  he  would  not  prefs  his  fentiments  on  tlic 
Houfe  at  that  time,  but  fliould  referyc  them  for  fome  future  oppor- 
tunity. He  declared  that  he  had  oppofed  the  bill  in  every  ftagc, 
becaufe  he,  totally  difappEoy^  both  of  the  principle  and  provifiojjs 
of  it — fo  much  fo  that  he  could  not  fufFcr  it  to  pafs  now  withoit 
giving  it  his  pofitive  negative. 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  that  the  Ull  do  pafs,  and  on  a  di- 
vifion  tlie  numbers  were. 

Ayes  68,  Noes  4.     Majority  6j^. 

The  Attorney  General,  Solicitor  General,  Mr.  Pitt,  Sir  Peter 
Burreil,  Mr.  Baldwin,  and  others,  yere  then  appointed  to  take 
the  fame  to  the  Lords.  . 

Mr.  MAURICE  ROBINSON  gave  notice,  that  he  flimild  on 
the  firft  open  day  move  for  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoiifc,  to 
take  into  confideration  the  moft  effeftual  means  for  preventing  the 
mixture  of  flour  in  hair  powder ;  a  mifchief  which  at  the  prefeot 
moment  called  for  the  moft  ferious  attention  of  Parliament, 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  feveraigfommunications  had  ban 
made  to  him  upon  the  fubjecl ;  but  one  in  particular,  which  he 
Chought  it  peculiarly  incumbent  on  himio  mention  now  to  the  Houfei 
and  that  wgs  the  aftoniftiing  quantity  of  flour  which  was  ufcd  as  a 
fubftitutc  for  hair  powder  by  the  foldiers  of  this  country.  Thjs>  i» 
a  moment  of  apprehendeci  fcardtty  of  corn,  defervcd  the  moft  ddi- 
bcrate  and  attentive  confideration  of  Parliament.  He  was  fony  M 
hadnof  the  calculation  abOut  him  ;  but  he  would  afllirc  the  floirfj 
that  It  was  of  fuch  a  magnitude  as  to  be  almoft  beyond  conception, 
and  which  when  they  h^ard  would  very  greatly  furprife  them,  fj 
the  honourable  Mcrnbcr,  however,  had  mentioned  Ws  intenoonof 
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|»rin^pt^the  fubjcflt  before  the  Houfe,  he  thought  It  hU  duty  to  tale 

Ae  oppbrtumty  of  %ing  thus  *much  on  the  fubjc^Sl,  in  orcfcf  that 

'His  Majefly's  fcrvants  might  take  the  cariieft  opportunity  of  avail- 

.ing  thenrifelves  of  all  the  information  on  the  fiibjcft  that  their  fitua* 

tipn  lb  well  enabled  them  to  do. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  faid,  that  as  he  undcrftood  Thurfday  next 
to  be  an  open  day^  he  (hould  take  that  opportunity  of  bringing  thd 
matter  on. 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 

Mondajy   2d  February* 

•  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  meffage  M^liich  he  thought 
lie  (hould  he  able  to  lay  before  die  Houfe  relative  to  the  Auftrian 
loan,  to-day,  he  muft  defer  until  Wcdnefday ;  and  therefore  he 
now  propofed,  that  the  difcuffion  on  that  fubjcA  fliould-takc  place 
on  Thurfday.  V 

Mr.  GREY  propofed  that  the  motion,  of  which  he  had  given 
.notice,   and  which  related  ^n  lome  degree  to  the  laft  he  brought  for- 
^Vd  On  the  fubjeft  of  the  ws^r,  might  be  brought  forward  6n  Wed- 
^  Jicfday,  as  he  thought  the  objefl  was  of  a  preffing  nature,  in  point  oi 
time  as  vi?ell  ^s  importance. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  thought  that  It  would  be  inconvenient  to 
nave  two  nights  fycceeding  each  other  for  the  difcuffion  iof  fubjeds 
of  fuch  great  importance,  he  had  no  defire  to  poftpone  die  difcuffion 
of  the  motion  of  the  honourable  gendeman,  but  it  appeared  tx)  him 
that  the  propofed  arrangement  would  be  very  inconvenient. 

It  was  then  underftood  that  Mr.  Grey's  motion  fliould  come  on 
^  Friday. 

Mr.  GREY  then  prefented  a  petition  from  the  merchants  and 
other  inhabitants  of  Southampton,  complaining  of  the  indefinite  ob- 
jcft  of  the  war,  the  lofs  of  blood  and  treafurc  by  which  it  has  been 
attended,  and  the  manner  in  which  we  had  been  defeated  by  our 
^lUes,  and  praying  that  the  Houfe  would  exert  every  means  WhicK 
Its  wifdom  could  dircd  for  procuring  peace. 
r         Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

[         Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  prefented  a  petition  of  the  Liverymen 

J     of  Loncfon,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fifbfcribed ;  fetting  forth, 

j      that  the  petitioners  feel  it  their  duty,  at  this  time,  to  cxprefe  to  the 

Hoiife  thdir  firm  attachment  to  the  conftioition  of  this  country,  as 

cftabliflied  at   the  glorious  Revolurion :  That  the  petitioners  have 

feen,  with  concern,  that  the  meafures  which  have  been  hitherto  ex- 

.ertcd  for  bringing  this  war  to  a  happy  conclufion,  have  not  yet  ac« 

.     ^ompliflied  that  defirable  end,  but  they  firmly  rely  on  Divihe  Vt9 
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vidcnce  that  the  bravery  and  ardour  of  our  navy  and  army  will  be 
idtimately  fucccfsful ;  and  therefore  praying,  that  the  Houfc  will, 
in  their  vifdom,  adopt  fuch  meafurcs  as  (hall  eflEeSuaUy  defend  this 
country  againft  its  enemies,  and  obtain  the  bleffiijgs  of  peace,  >when- 
^vcr  it  can  be  cffc6led  confiftently  with  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the 
State,  and  with  that  permanent  fecurity  for  which  alone  peace  is  dc- 
rable,  as  important  to  the  very  exiftence  of  our  trade,  commcrcci 
and  profperity. 

TTie  queftion  being  put,  "  That  this  petition  be  laid  on  the 
table," 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  obferved,  that  the  worthy  Alderman  called 
jihis  petition,  the  petition  of  the  Liverymen  of  London,  Now,  a& 
the  Houfe  were  likely  to  have  petitions  in  abundance  for  a  peace, 
it  would  be  right  thajt  tbofe  who  direfled  their  reprefentativestoprc- 
fent  them,  (hould  know,  when  petitions  were  figned,  whether  they 
were  to  be  undcrftood  in  that  Houfe  as  petitions  for  war,  or  peti- 
tions for  peace.  There  were  many  names,  he  obferved,  to  the 
.prdent  petition  ;  he  did  not  mean  to  infinuate  that  they  were  not 
refpedable  men ;  on  the  contrary,  he  had  no  doubt  they  were  fo ; 
but  when  it  was  ftated  that  this  was  the  petition  of  the  Livery  of 
I/)ndon,  it  was  neceflayy  that  neither  the  Houfe  of  Commons  nor 
the  Public  (hould  be  mifinformed  upon  that  point.  There  had  al^ 
ready  been  held  a  very  numerous  meeting  of  the  Livery  of  London, 
.who  had  petitioned  that  Houfe  for  peace.  Did  the  worthy  Aldcr^ 
man  mean  to  deny  that  the  fenfe  of  the  Ivivery  of  London,  in  Com- 
inon  Hall  affcmbled,  had  not  been  decidedly  expreffed  in  favour  of 
peace,  and  that  peace  as  fjxjedUy  as  poflible  ?  It  was  abfolutcly  ne- 
ceffary,  therefore,  that  petitioners  ihould  underftand  the  predfe 
terms  of  their  petitions,  and  above  all,  the  ufe  that  their  Reprcfcn- 
tatives  nud^  of  them,  Many  Liverymen  figned  the  petition  which 
was  agreed  upon  at  the  Common  Hall,  and  which  had  been  already 
Jaid  vjpon  the  table  of  that  Houfe ;  was  it  to  be  now  infinuated  that 
this  petition  came  from  a  more  refpeflable  body  of  the  fame  Livery, 
and  was  intended  to  pafs  in  that  Houfe  as  a  fort  of  counter-petition  ^ 
•  Jle  had  no  doubt  bqt  that  many  of  the  refpedtable  perfons  who  figned 
this  petition,  might  hs^ye  been  told  that  this  petition  was  worded  in 
a  more  temperate  and  r^fpeftful  manner  thanithat  which  had  been 
agreed  upon  at  the  Common  Hall,  and  that  fuch  a  rcprefentition 
pf  thp  matter  might  have  induced  many  who  figned  it  to  do  fin  and 
yet  th^  intention  might  be,  to  ufe  it  as  a  petition  for  a  continuince 
pf  way.  He  wa5  JMftified  in  f4fpe<aing  thi$  tP  be  the  cafe,  and  in 
feyipg  fojj  for  he  knew  the  tricks  and  fliufHes  by  which  the  PuUiP 
y(m  ypfofcd  upon.,     The  whole  fyftem  upon  wWcU  thic  wi  W 
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I  been  commenced,  and  carried  on,  was  mifreprefentation  and  delu- 
fion.      It  was  in  this  manner  fomc  pcrfons  had  already  been  induced 
L  to  fign  fome  petitions,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  others  would  be 
tampered  with  in  the  fame  way  ;  it  was  the  Minifter's  fyftcm.    No- 
thing would  better  illuftratethe  anfwer  which  the  Minifter  had  ad- 
Tifcd  His  Majeftyto  give  to  the  Addrefs  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Council  of  the  city  of  London.     Did  not  the  Common  Council 
underfland  they  were  aiking  for  peace  as  fpeedily  as  could  be  ob- 
tained, confiftently  with  the  honour  and  fafety  of  this  country  ?    In 
His  Majcfty**  arifwer  was  there  to  be  found  pne  word  about  peace  ? 
.On  the  contrary,  did  he  not  declare  he  confidered  it  as  an  encou- 
ragement to  continue  the  war.     This  was  the  fyftem  of  Minifters. 
Kow,   if  they  really  wiflicd  for  petitions  for  carrying  on  a  vigorous 
profceution  of  the  war,  upon  their  own  plan,  why  did  they  not 
come  at  once  boldly  forward,  and  fay  that  fuch  was  their  intention  ? 
Why  did   not  Rilembers  who  prefented  fuch  petitions  avow  it  can- 
didly to  be  their  intentions  to  fupport  the  Minifter  in  his  own  way, 
until  he  ftiall  eftablifti  a  Government  of  his  own  forming  in  France, 
or  until  this  country  was  ruined  }   If  that  was  what  they  meant,  let 
them  come  boldly  forward  and  avow  it.     If  this  wns  fairly  and  ho- 
neftly  explained,  they  would  not  get  the  names  of  honeft  men  to 
any  petitions  fo  ambiguoufly  worded,  as  to  admit  of  the  poffibility 
of  making  more  than  one  conftrudtion  upon  them.     If  this  was  pro- 
perly underftood  by  the  people,  he  would  venture  to  fay,  they  would 
not  get  the  names  of  twtnty  mcti  to  any  petition  that  afked  for  any 
thing  but  peace,  unlefs  they  were  contractors,  penfioners,  and  job- 
bers, who  derived  all  their  wealth  from  the  bowels  of  the  poor.    He 
ihould  be  happy  to  hear  any  explanation  upon  this  petition  from  the 
worthy  Alderman  who  prefented  it. 

Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  faid,  that  with  regard  to  the  proceed- 
ingsat  the  Common-hall,  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  al- 
luded to,  the  Majority  there  were  a  violent  party,  determined  to 
hear  only  one  fide  of  the  queftion,  and  they  refufed  to  hear  him— 
They  were  not  all  Liverymen— Not  one  half  of  them  were  Livery- 
.  men ;  tfiere  were  fome,  no  doubt,  refpe6table  men  among  them, 
but  the  majority  were  not  of  the  Livery.  With  regard  to  the  peti- 
tion now  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  he  could  only  iay  it  was  left  at  the 
London  Tavern  for  fignatures,  and  there  had  been  no  ihterfetence, 
on  his  part  at  leaft.  Thofe  who  had  figned,  whom  he  knew,  were 
refpcflabie  perfons  ;  they  exprcffed  themfelves  as  friends  of  peace, 
but  how  was  a  permanent  peace  to  be  obtained  under  the  prcfent  cir- 
^WnftfUices  ?  By  a  vigorous  profecution  of  die  -war,     He  wilhed  foy 
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peace  as  I9)^ch  as  any  man,^  but  the  way  he  )md  m^Uoncd  was,  the 
^y  way  to  obtain  peace.  , . 

Mr.  GREY  adverted  to  the  fiwt  of  explanation  wh^ch  thc^  wrthjc 
Aldcrmap  had  been  pleafed  to^ve  upon  this  fqbie<S :  "What^^th(j 
xneaning  cf  that  explanation  ?^— »He  told  the  HouCe  be  Mras  a  fioceic 
well-wifhcr  for  ppacc!  If  he  meantt  generally,  ^  well-wiihier  tQ 
peace>  jt  anaounted  to  nothings  for  that  we  nuifl  all  be :  he  faicH 
be  was  convinced,  that  the  only  way  to  procure  a  permajntnt  ysw^ 
WBs,  a  vigorous  profccution  of  the  war — that  was,  in  other  wxi^ 
%o  continue  the  war,  on  the  princaple  of  eftablilhing,  in  France  f 
CovemnijeQ^  capaUef  in  the  Miniiler's  opinion^  of  niaintaining  thf 
l^elatipns  of  peace  and  amity.*— «-We  were  at  war  now  for  the  purpolj^ 
f>f  deftroying  the  prcfent  form  of  Government  of  France. — Thtn  lot 
tlie  Liveiymcn  of  London  underftand,.  that  their  reprcfentative  de- 
clared he  prefented  a  petition  for  peace  only  when  it  can  be  obtained; 
by  the  deftru<flion  of  the  prefent  Government  of  France-r-Waa  tins 
fo,  ox  was  it  not  ?  Indeed,  Mr.  Grey  faid,  he  believed  tlic 
whde  of  thi^  bufinefs  to  b^  founded  on  ?*  fyftem  of  delufion.  If 
anybody  doubted  what  «fe  was  to  be  made  of  petitions  of  this 
iind,  let  them  Igok  at  the  King's  anfwer  to  one  of  theoi,  which 
had:  been  taken  notice  erf  ,by  his  honourable  friend,  in  which  dierc 
was  not.  one  word  faid  of  p«ice.  Let  the  citizens  of  London 
ki)ow,  that  the  ufc  which  was.  to  be  made  of  their  laft  petition  was 
to  ufe  it  as  an  inftrument  for  the  encouragement  of  the  profccution 
i)f  the  w?r. 

.     Mr.  Alderman  NEWNHAM  faid,  that  the  proportion  of  Li- ' 
tveryrpea  at  the  Common  Hall,  which  had  been  alluded  (b,  was 
^ery  fmall  indeed.     Many  .Grangers  took  the  places  of  Livcxyrocn, 
and  affumed  their  privileges.     He  had  no  difficulty  in  faying  that 
.the  prefent  was  a  .dired  rcounter-pctition  to  that  which  had  been 
agreed-upon  in  that  Common  Hall.     He  was  confident  that  if  the 
opinions  of  the  ^avery  were  taken,.- they  would  be  for  the  continn- 
.ance  of  this  war,  until  fuch  a  peace  could  be  brought  about,  as 
might  be  permanent.     He  would  fay,  that  the  Gpvernipent  of 
France,  in  its-prefcnt  form,  ought  not  to  be  treated  wjth ;  be.wouU 
go  farther,  and  (ay  that  he  did  not  think  that  any.  Government  of 
France  ought  to  be  treated  with  poffeffing  the  territory  which' Fr^ 
now  poffefled.     He  fhould  ;^rcfer  any  war  to  peace  with  France, 
while  it  ^pofleffed  its  prefent  territory,  becaufe  if  we  agreed  ^i* 
,Frgnce-  f(^  peace,  in  its  prefent  poflcffions,  we  ihould  fign  the  i^ 
warrant  of  this  country.     He  was  aftonifhed  it  could  be  thought  of 
in  iiny  place ;  h^  (hpuld  be  aftpniflied,  indeed,  if  a  majority  d[th^^ 
Houfe  fhould  agree  to  make  peace  with  France  at  the  prefent  moment  i 
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fef  his  part,  Kc  MvouM  advife  the  hatioii  to  come  to'tts  laft  ftrug^ei 
>adier'than  do'fo.'  This,  he  believed,  \tas  the  opinion  of  a  large 
Hwjority*  of  the  Livery  of  London :  but  at  the  Common  Hall  the 
jbntiments  of  the  Company  were  collcfled  very  unfairiy. 

Mr.  Aldctttiart 'Anderson  agreed  with  his  worriiy  colleague^ 
as  to  the  petition  now  before  the  Houfe.  He  faid  it  was  figncd  by 
1655  perfbns.,  and  they  ail  knew  the  contertts  of  it.  They  wifliefl 
fijr  peace  only  on  ah  honourable  footing.  They  figned  k  of  theic 
own  accord,  without  any  influence  or  folicitation  whatever.  * 

Kflfr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  make  any  infinua- 
tkSi  againft  the  petitioners,  but  He  was  glad  that  the  matter  had  been 
in  f(5me  degree  exphined,  arid  th^  this  was  now  to  be  underftood 
4s  a  coiintier-petition'to  diat  agreed  upon  at  the  Common  Hall. 
Biit  die  worthy  Aldermen  had  thrown  out  fomething  like  an  infi- 
noation  againft  the  Common  Hall,  by  which  he  believed  they  would 
ndt'^biHe.  They  had  faid,  that  the  proceedings  of  that  Commd^ 
Hall  did  not  exprefs  the  fenfe  of  a  majority  of  the  Livery  of  London. 
Let  them  tiy'the  effeft  in  another  Common  Hall. 

;Mr.  Aiaerman  LE  MESURIER  faid;  he  rofe  to  confirm  what 
nM  been  faid  by  his  brother  magiftrates  irefpefting  the  Common 
Hall;  fo  tumultlibus  and  diforderly  an  aflembly  he  had  never  ktxi 
at  Guildhall ;  and  he  could  compare  the  proceedings  to  nothing  fo 
like  as  vvhat  he  had  heard  of  the  meeting  at  Chalk  Farm,  with  this 
difterence,  however,  that  &t  Chalk  Farm,  as  he  underftood  it  from 
the  evidence  given  at  the  ftate  trials,  the  rcfolutions  to  be  moved 
were  all  printed  and  previoufly  diftributed,  fo  that  thofe  who  there 
held  up  their  hands  might  be  fuppofed  to  know  what  it  was  tb^ 
Vftrc  vodrig.  It  was  not  fo  at  the  Common  Hall,  the  perfons  pre- 
feht  did  not  knoiv ';  and  he  was  fure  vefy  few  of  them  could  hear  the 
contents  of  the  petition  they  then  voted.  He  w()uld  complain  that  - 
neither  himfelf  ftor  his  brodier  magiftrates  were  fiiffcred  to  be  lieard. 
He  would  fay  that  in  this  Houfe  he  did  not  expe6t  to  be  heard-— 
.  he  had  not  the  ability  to  arreft  the  attention  of  the  Houfe ;  but  at 
Guildhall,  holding  as  he  did  la  refponfible  fituatioa  in  the  magiftracy 
of  the  city,'  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Common  Hall  to  hear  him,  as 
much' as  it  was  his  to  offer  his  fcritimerits  to  them.  But  it  was  not 
of  himfelf,  or  of  his  brother  magiftrates  only,  that  he  complained  ; 
^en  any' other  gentleman  offered  himfelf  to  the  Livery,  if,  after 
fpcaking  a  fentence  or  two,  he  let  drop  a  word  that  feemed  hoftilc 
to  the  motion,  afigrial  was  given  from  the  Huftings,  and  inftantly 
a  torrent  of  hiffes  and  hootings  iflbed.  It  was  notorious' that  the 
aflembtage  at  this  Common  Hall  was  like  tb  any  thing  buta  meet- 
inj;  of  the  Livery — ^He  had  bceh  Informed  by  fome  who  had^figned 
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the  petition  now  ofFered  t6  the  Houfe,  that  they- were  at  the  CoxnnKm 
Hall,  but  felt  thcmfelves  fo  uncomfortable  at  being,  as  they  were, 
furroundcd  by  thofc  who  were  not  Liveiytncn,  that  they  retired  be- 
fore the  qucftion  was  put — Others,  whofe  bodily  ftrcngth  enabled 
them  to  flay,  had  their  hands  forcibly  kept  dowti  when  they  attemptdl 
to  hold  them  up  againft  the  quellion ;  and  yet  the  rdftilt  of  this 
Common  Hall  was  called  the  fenfe  of  the  Livery  fully  and  fairty 
taken.  He  imputed  no  blame  to  the  worthy  Chief  Magtftrate ;  bat 
certain  it  was,  that  the  barriers  which  were  erefled,  as  ufual,  for 
the  admiffion  of  the  Livery,  were  early  in  the  day  broke  down, 
and  perfons  of  every  defcription  forced  their  way  in.  There- were 
Americans  and  other  foreigners,  who  came  in  fix  at  a  time ;  and 
he  underftood  there  wete  on  that  day  feveral  commiffions  of  bank- 
ruptcy fitting,  which  helped  to  fwell  the  mafs  in  the  halL-  Hemuft 
complain,  that  fo  much  animadverfion  fhould  take  place  on  the  pe« 
tition  of  1 654  of  the  mod  refpe<£lable  Liverymen,  when  none  had 
been  made  when  the  petition  of  the  Common  Hall  had  been  prefented, 
figned  by  only  35  names ;  and  on  behalf  of  that  very  refpefiable 
number  of  the  livery  with  whom  he  aded,  who  were  neither  con- 
tradors  nor  jobbers,  nor  yet  ftruggling  for  power  or  places.  He 
would  complain  that  while  the  fingle  difference  between  them  and 
his  opponents  was,  that  they  prayed  for  a  fafe  and  honourable 
peace,  while  their  opponents  afked  for  a  fpeedy  peace,  they  could 
not  learn  from  thofe  gentlemen  what  it  was  they  meant  by  this 
fpeedy  peace  they  afked  for.  Did  they  mean  to  lay  this  country 
at  tlie  feet  of  the  National  Convention  of  France  ?  When  gen- 
tlemen called  for  an  explicit  declaration,  he  wifhed  they  would  de- 
clare what  themfelves  wifhed  and  expefted.  He  had  heard  that 
the  National  Convention  had  declared  on  what  terms  they  would 
treat  with  tliis  country — He  had  heard  tliat  they  had  faid  in  th^ 
Convention,  "  You  mufl  give  up  all  your  conquers,  difband  your 
army,  apd  difmantle  your  navy,  and  then  we  will  give  you  peace** 
If  England  could  pofTibly  liften  to  fuch  terms,  (he  would  put- her- 
felf  in  the  fituation  of  the  lion  in  the  fable,  who  confented  to  have 
his  teeth  and  his  fangs  drawn,  and  then  infteadof  embracing  a  beau- 
tiful young  lady,  he  was  faluted  widi  a  club,  which  put  an  end  to 
his  exiflcncc. 

Mr.  FOX  obfcrved,  that  with  regard  to  the  company  at  the  Com* 
mon  Hall  not  having  the  civility  of  hearing  the  worthy  Alderman 
with  patience,  it  was  too  often,  perhaps,  the  cafe  in  popular  mcct^ 
ings  \  companies  of  that  fort  did  not  very  often  liften  very  attendvdf 
to  what  they  did  not  like  ;  but  if  the  defcription,  which  had  beat 
^iven  of  that  mcieting  by  the  worthy  Magiftratcs,  be  jufl,  itirasi 
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littic  Angular  they  (hould  have  contended  for  the  honour  of  prefcnt* 
ing  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  v«ry  petition  which  that  com- 
'  pany  agreed  upon,  and  that  it  had  aclually  been  prefented  without 
l.thc  leaft  intimation  to  the  Houfe  that  it  was  voted  by  perfons,  a. 
^  large  majority  of  whom  were  not  liverymen.     On  the  contrary,  it 
was  opened  by  the  worthy  Alderman  as  the  Petition  of  the  Livery- 
men of  London  in  Common  Hall  affemblcd.    As  to  the  cavil  about. 
a  fpeedy  peace,  the  public  common  fenfe  of  that  Sentence  was  not 
that  we  fhould  make  a  hafty  and  difhonourable  peace,  but  that  Mi- 
liifters  (hbuld  fet  about  putting  our  affairs  in  a  train  that  might  ac- 
celetate  the  period  of  negociation  ;  this  was  meant  by  endeavouring 
to  negociate  ;  that  was  his  fenfe  of  the  duty  of  Mmifters  when  he 
talked  of  a  fpeedy  peace,  and  that  he  believed  to  be  the  fenfe  of  a 
very  large  portion  of  the  public. 

Mr.  Alderman  OURTIS  difclaimed  any  idea  of  throwing  odium 
on  the  Liveryihen  who  attended  the  Common  Hall.  He  faid,  the 
meeting  had  been  legally  and  fairly  fummoned  by  the  Lord  Mayor, 
and  of  coixrfe  he  was  bound  to  deliver  the  petition  agreed  upon  at 
that  meeting. 

The  petition  was.  then  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  FOX  obferved,  that  as  inoft  of  the  objeds  for  which  ht 
moved  the  Call  of  the  Houfe  had  been  anfwered,  and  as  many 
Members  had  fince  obtained  leave  of  abfence  from  the  Houfe,  •  he 
fliould  now  move  that  the  Call  of  th«  Houfe,  which  flood  for  to- 
morrow, be  difcharged.— Ordered. 

Mr.  GREY  adverted  to  the  importance  of  the  fubjeft  which  wai 
to  be  brought  forward  to-oight,  relative  to  the  more  effedlually  fup- 
plying  the  .naval  fervicc.  It  was  neceffary  the  Houfe  (hould  have 
full  information  uport  the  fubjeS.  He  had  been  told  that  there 
were  a6lually,  in  this  country,  at  this  time,  a  body  of  feamen, 
who  weJre  either  not  employed  ^t  all,  or  employed  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  mlde  them  but  of  little  ufe.  He  underftood  that  they  amount- 
ed to  near  1 0,006  :  He  therefore  moved,  *'  That  there  be  laid 
before  the  Houfe  an  account  of  the  number  pf  men  and  boys  em- 
ployed in  barges,  boats,  &c.  in  the  fervice  of  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty, and  who  enjoy  proteftion  from  them." 

The  like  motions  with  tegard  to  the  Navy  Board,  Viftualling, 
Ordnance,  Excife,  and  Cuftoms — as  alfo  thofe  employed  on  the 
river,*  in  the  Watermen's  Company ;  all  which  were  ordered. 

Some  tx)nverfation  then  took  place  on  fimilar  motions  relative  to 
accoimt  of  prefs-gangs,  &c.  which,  with  fome  limitation,  were  or- 
dered to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe ;  as  alfo  an  account  relative  t# 
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bounties  given  at  different  pdrts,  from  January,  1793,  to  Jariuary, 

1795- 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  movied,  tfiat  the  order  of  the  day  fliould 
be  read,  for  "  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  to  con- 
fidef  of  a  plan  for  the  more  fpecdy  and  effeftual  manning  of  His 
Majefty's  Navy." 

The  Houfe  accordingly  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  Lord 
Arden  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  ftated,  that  it  was  not  at  prefent  his  objeft 
to  enter  at  laige  into  the  nature  of  the  plan  which  he  ihould  now 
fubmit  to  the  Committee.    With  refpeft  to  the  neceflity  and  expe* 
diency  of  the  meafure,  in  the  fituation  in  which  the  country  was 
placed,  all  fides  of  the  Houfe  had  unanimoufly  Concurred ;'  fo  that 
it  would  only  be  wafting  their  time,  to  dwell  on  points  which  had 
already  fo  frequently  and  fervently  called  forth  the  fupport  and  ap- 
probation of  evtry  Member  prefent.     Except,  then,  aay  gentleman 
fliould  be  particularly  defirous  of  any  explanation  •  in  the  prefent 
ffage,  his  wifh  was,  rather  to  meet  the  difcuflion,  by  bringing  ill 
a  bill,  and  then  proceeding  as  faft  as  poflible  to  the  Committee, 
when  the  blanks  might  be  filled  up  and  the  bill  printfid,  allowing  a 
fufficient  interval  fur  all  the  parts  of  the  kingdom  to  take  the  difft- 
rent  claufes  into  their  confideration,  and  to  communicate  any  ihfor- 
mation  that  might  appear  to  them  to  be  material.    There  was  only 
one  general  confideration  to  which  he  fliould  call  their  attehdon  m 
the  outfct  of  the  bufinefs.     All  had  expreffed,  and,  he  truftcd,  fin- 
cerely  felt,  the  neceflity  of  great  and  unufual  burdens^  in  order  to 
meet  the  fcale  of  exertion  which  it  was  incumbent  upon  the  coun- 
try to  make  in 'the  prefent  crifis.      If  they  felt,  as  they  ought,  the 
prcflurc  of  that  neceflity,  they  muft  likewife  make  up  their  minds 
to  the  confequence — a  great  degree  of  inconvenience  which  muft  un- 
avordably  be  fuftained.    To  this  confequence  they  muft  be  prepared 
to  fubmit,  except  it  could  be  proved  either  that  the  inconvenience 
^as  fuch  as  to  outweigh  the  benefit  to  be  reaped  from  the  meafure, 
or  that  fome  more  convenient  mode  fliould  be  devifed  of  canyiiig 
the  faine  meafure  into  eff'eift.     He  trufted  that,  in  the,  prefent  in- 
ftance,  inftcad  of  attempts  being  made  to  thi^)W  the  burden  upon 
one  particular  clafs,  inftead  of  jealoufy  being  produced  between  in- 
tetcfts,  miftakenly  confidcred  as  oppofite,  all  claifles  of  the'eonrunu- 
uity  would  cheerfolly  unite  to  confider  what  was  the  proportion 
which  each  could  aflbrd  to  bear,  and  in  what  manner  the  ijcertionJ 
of  the  country  could  be  moft  effedhially  called  forth.     In  propofiBg 
me  mearw  by  which  the  plan  now  before  the  Committee  m^  heft 
be  carried  into  cffcS,  he  muft  neceflarily.  look  to  the  poodp*' 
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fources  c^  the  national  force.     The  principal  of  thefe  undoubtedly 
wa^  the  trade.     He  fliould  look  to  the  mercantile  marine ;— ^fi^ft, 
as  it  wa3  the  quarter  beft  qualified  to  fupply  the  exertions,  which 
.  were  now  called  for ;  and,  fecondly,  becaufe  fo  far  as  jjierc  wa$  a 
feparate  intereft,  none  were  more  interefted  than  the  ihip-owncrs 
and  merchants,  that  tjie  country  (hould  be  able  to  meet  the  naval 
force  of  the  enemy,  to  maintain  its  fuperiorlty  by  fea,  and  to  fupply. 
adequate  convoys.     The  plan  which  he  had  to  propofe  vfbuld  jbe 
attended  with  two  advantages.     It  would  firft  relieve  the  Outward- 
bound  trade  of  the  country  from  the  inconvenience  refulting  from 
an  uncertain  degree  of  preOing  men ;  and,  fecc^idly,  it  would  pr.e- 
vent  the  neceffity  of  an  embaiigo,  a  meafure  which  had  been  reformed 
to  in  many  former  wars.    The  plan  which  he  had  to  propofe  went 
to  fix  a  certain  number  of  men  to  be  furnifhed  by  every  veffcl,  in 
proportion  to  its  tonnage,  for  the  fervicc  of  the  Royal  Navy,  pre- 
vious to  clearing  out.     This  wo^^ild  operate  as  an  embargo  on  every 
individual  (hip,  till  it  had  furnifhed  its  particular  quota ;  and  the 
convenience  with  which  it  would  be  able  to  profeciite  its  voyage,  • 
would  depend  on  the  alacrity  with  which  it  contributed  to  the  pub- 
lic fervice.     On  examining  the  Cuftom-houfe  books  for  .I79f3> 
down  to  tlie  month  of  September,  he  found  that  the  total  of  the 
fhipping  of  Scotland  and  England  employed  100,000  men,  and 
that  the  proportion  of  men  to  the  tonnage  was  about  pne  man  for 
every  fourteen  tons.     He  propofed  to  take  about  one  fcaman  out.  of 
every  fcven  who  were  employed  ;  though  indeed  it  was  not  ncceffary 
that  they  Ihould  be  able  men,  as  he  would  put  an  alternative,  that 
the*  ftiip-owners,  if  they  were  fo  difpofed,  might,  inftead  of  one  fca- 
man, provide  two  landmen.     No  proportion  was  to  be  required 
from  any  veffel  of  lefs  than  thirty-five  tons  burthen ;  every  veffel 
above  thirty-five  and  lefs  than  feventy,  to  find  one  landman;  every 
veffel  above  feventy  up  to  one  hundred  and  five,  to  find  one  feaman 
or  two  landmen ;  and  fo  on  to  an  hundred  and  forty  ;  and  above 
that,  to  find  one  landman  progreffively  for  the  proportion  of  every 
fifty  tons.    The  reafon  why  he  made  this  diftindion  between  larger 
and  fmaller  veffels,  requiring  the  one  to  furnlfli  a  landman  in  the 
proportion  of  every  thirty-five,  and  the  other  where  above  a  certain 
tonnage  only  one  in  the  proportion  of  every  fifty  was,  that  the  larger 
veffels  made  a  voyage  perhaps  only  once  a  year,  whereas  the  fmaller 
veffels  employed  in  the  coafting  tirade  made  feveral,  and  had  there- 
fore much  mpre  occafion  for  protection  of  convoy.     He  computed  ' 
Aat  the  whole  number  of  men  obtained  in  this  way  might  amount 
to  between  eighteen  and  twenty  thoufand.     As  it  was  intended^  to 
prevent  the  veffels  from  clearing  qut,  till  tbcy  OmM  havj  iurniftied 
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their  limited  number  of  men,  it  was  his  objeft,  that  they  fhould 
Aen  be  permitted  to  clear  out  as  fpcedily  as  ,poffible.      From  the 
communications  which  he  had  had  with  gentlemen,  from  different 
parts  of  the  country,  he  had  the  fatisfaflion  to  underftand,  that  there 
was  no  part  of  his  plan  liable  to  infuperabre  obje(5\ions.     It  was  his 
intention  alfo  to  call  upon  the  country  for  fome  fupply  of  landmen, 
for  the  fervicc  of  the  navy.    This  fupply  he  meant  to  raife  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  parifhes  in  the  kingdom,  and  reckoning  one 
man  fpr  the  proportion,  it  might  produce  a  force  of  about  ten  thou- 
fand  men.     Some  parifties  might  not  be  able  fingly  to  furnifli  one— 
dthers  perhaps  more.     The  way  in  which  he  meant  to  afcertain  the 
number,  was  by  ^  lift  of  the  inhabited  .houfes,  not  ex«mpted  from 
.  taxes.     The  mode  of  diftributing  the  proportion,  and  of  arranging 
the  means  by  which  it  was  to  be  raifed,  he  would  leave  to  the 
■  Juftices  of  Peace,  at  a  fpecial  feffions,  to  be  held  for  the  purpofe — 
providing  only  that  a  brger  fum  than  fhould  be  adequate  to  the 
bounty  given  to  volunteers,  fhould  be  levied  upon  every  parifli 
which  fhould  be  a  defaulter.     By  this  means  all  thofe  who  came 
forward  would  be  volunteers,  and  in  confequence  of  the  fine  levied 
upon  defaulters  being  larger  than  the  bounty  required,  a  motive 
would  be  afforded  to  all  the  parifhes  to  exert  themfelves  to  the  ut- 
moft  in  the  way  of  raifing  men.     There  was  another  quarter  to 
which  he  meant  to  have  recourfe  ;  the  extent  of  the  aflTiftance  to  be 
derived  from  which,  he  was  yet  unable  to  eftimate :  this  was,  by 
raifing  a  certain  number  of  men  out  of  thofe  who  were  employed 
in  the  inland  navigation,  on  navigable  rivers  and  canals.     To  this 
(juarter  he  looked  as  an  excellent  nurfery  for  our  feamen,  as  thofe 
engaged  in  the  inland  navigation,  from  the  mode  of  their  education 
and  the  habits  of  their  life,'  were  well  qualified  for  the  fea-fervice. 
Before,  however,  he  could  afcertain  the  probable  amount  of  this 
fupply,  it  would  be  neceffary  to  procure  a  lift  of  the  barges  employed 
in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom.     There  was  only  one  other  mca- 
fure  which  he  fhould  fubmit  to  the  Committee  \  a  meafurc  which 
had  been  adopted  in  former  wars,  though  not  with  all  the  effeft 
which  it  might  have  been  calculated  to  produce.     This  was,  to 
pafs  an  a6t  enabling  the  Magiftrates  to  apprehend  all  idle  and  difor- 
dcrly  perfons  who  might  be  able  to  ferve  His  Mvijef^y,  and  who 
could  give  no  account  of  their  means  of  procuring  a  livelihood. 
This  meafure  had  been  adopted  in  1778  and  1779  i  it  was  then 
employed  for  the  purpofe  of  recruiting  the  army ;  it  was  ^ow  intend- 
ed to  be  exclufively  applied  to  the  fervice  of  the  navy.    He  had  thus 
ftated  the  general  outline  of  his  plan,  which  was  all  that  he  propofcd 
upon  the  prtfcnt  occafion;  he  would  now  conclude  with  moving  fof 
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leave  to  bring  in  the  bills  for  the  different  purpofcs  he  had  ftatcd. 
IHe  therefore  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  Acquiring  owners 
«nd  matters  of  ihips  to  furoifli  a  certain  number  of  men,  &c. 

Mr.  HARRISON  acknowledged  that  the  prefent  propofitions 
were  conduced,  on  the  part  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who 
brought  them  forward,  with  great  candour,  and  he  by  no  means 
diffented  from  him  in  opinion,  that  great  exertions  are  at  prefent 
neceffary  towards  manning  the  navy.     He  would  not  give  his  de- 
cided opinion  at  prefent  whether  thefe  were  the  moft  advifeable 
means  to  be  rcforted  to,  but  he  was  ratl^er  inclined  to  think  that 
they  were  not,  as  they  appeared  to  operate  in  a  manner  which  he 
(  apprehended  would  be  deemed  by  many,  not  only  partial  but  oppref- 
[  five.     He  thought  they  bore  particularly  hard  upon  the  commercial 
[  and  trading  interefts  of  the  country,  and  alfo  upon  the  landed  in  a 
I"  certain  degree.     And,  he  faid,  whenever  the  bill  ot  bills,  for  car- 
j  rying.  them  into  effed,  fhould^  be  brought  before  the  Houfc,  he 
I  fhould  certainly  move  a  claufe,  which  fhould  have  for  its  objeft, 
i  the  taxing  of  all  forts  of  places  and  penfions  above  a  certain  yearly 
I  fum.    He  thought  it  abfolutely  neceffary,  that  when  the  merchant, 
the  trader,  and  the  landholder,  were  called  upon  in  the  feverc  man- 
ner they  would  be  by  thefe  propofitions,  if  carriecl  into  effefl:,  to 
contribate  to  the  fervicc  of  the  State  over  and  above  what  they  paid 
to  the  general  taxes  of  the  kingdom — thofe  who  derived  fuch  fplen- 
did  incomes  of  the  places  and  penfions  they  held,  ought  to  contri- 
bute, in  an  equal  proportion  at  leaft,  to  any  additional  taxes  which 
it  might  be  neceffary  to  burden  any  other  parts  of  the  fubjeds  with, 
in  confequence  of  any  extraordinary  meafures  which  it  might  be 
advifeable  to  refort  to  on  any  particular  occafions.     In  the  prefent 
cafe,  as  he  before  obfervcd,  thefe  provifions  would  operate  very 
heavily  upon  the  landholder,  the  trader,  and  the  merchant,  and  he 
Aerefore  gave  notice,  that  in  fome  proper  ftage  of  the  bill,  he  would 
certainly  move  a  claufe  to  the  following  effect  :^ — "  That  every  per- 
fon  holding  or  enjoying  a  place  or  penfion  of  30 ol.  a  year,  (hould 
provide  one  feaman,  or  two  landmen,  for  the  fervice  of  the  navy  ; 
pcrfons  poffeffing  500I.  a  year,  two  feamen,  or  four  landmen  ;  and 
for  every  xool.  above  500I.  to  whatever  extent  of  fum,  that  one 
nian  (hould  be  added."     This,  he  faid,  would  be  only  fair  and 
reafonablc  ;  it  would  be  only  bringing  thofe  gentlemen,  and  others, 
who  received  fo  very  liberally  from  the  bounty  of  the  State,  to  con- 
tribute  in  fome  degree  to  the  neceffities  of  the  State;  and  he  thought 
no  rcafonable  or  impartial  man  would  hefitate  to  fay,  that  when 
great  emergencies  demanded  fuch  extraordinary  exertions,  it  would 
in  become  men,  fituated  as  were  thofe  he  was,  now  fpcaking  of,  to 
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ftirink  from  fuch  a  propofal,  or  to  endeavour  to  countenuSl  it.  In- 
ilccd,  he  only  mentioned  the  matter  now  in  order  to  give  notice  to 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  of  what  he  intended 
to  do  in  cafe  His  Majefty's  Minifters  ihould  not  anticipate  him  on 
the  fubjeft.  As  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  only  given 
the  outline  of  his  plan,  he  might  poffibly  intend  to  bring  feme  fuch 
meafure  as  he  had  mentioned  into  the  body  of  his  bill.  If  fuch 
were  his  intentions  now,  or  if,  upon  confidering  what  had  fallen 
from  him,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fhould  introduce  any 
^laufe  to  the  fame  cS^&,  it  would  give  him  great  pleafure  to  fe?it 
proceed  from  a  quarter  from  which  it  would  iffue  with  fo  m^ch 
greater  weight,  force,  and  propriety. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  faid,  that  notwithftanding  he  muft  acknowIe(^c 
the  preflure  of  the  occafion  to  be  very  great,  and  that  he  would  by 
no  means  wifli  to  throw  any  obftacles  in  the  way  of  cfFeftually  man- 
ning the  navy  with  as  much  fpeed  as  poflible ;  yet  he  could  not  let 
the  prefent  occafion  pafs  witliout  obferving,  that  the  mode  propofed 
to  be  adopted  tended  greatly  to  partiality,  and  bore,  in  a  veiy  great 
degree  of  proportion,  heavier  on  many  claffes  of  men  than  it  did  on 
others.  He* faid,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had,  by  his  pio-  * 
pofitions,  fl:ated  that  he  intended  to  take  a  confiderable  numborof 
men  from  our  inland  navigations,  and  from  the  flats  plying  on  our 
tivers.  Thefe,  he  obferved,  were  a  very  ufeful  and  laborious  body 
of  men,  and  it  \»^s  eflentii?!ly  neceffary  to  the  good  of  the  countiT 
that  they  (liould  remain  in  it.  Why  were  the  honefl:,  induftrious, 
and  laborious  part  of  the  community  to  be  thus  harraflfed,  and  called 
from  their  homes  and  families,  when  there  were  fo  many  idle  and 
ufelefs  members  of  it  fufFered  to  remain  quietly  at  home,  to  the  in- 
finite detriment  of  the  other  fcx,  on  whofe  ftatlons  and  privileges 
they  ver}*^  materially  encroached  ?  We  had  crowds  of  men-milliners, 
and  men-haberda(hers,  and  flioals  of  ftout  able-bodied  footiwcn,  both 
of  whom  materially  curtailed  the  places,  and  injured  the  wages  of 
.females,  many  thoufands  of  whom  would  be  employed  in  hoofes 
and  (hops,  into  which  they  now  cannot  gain  admilTion,  on  account 
of  men  being  employed  in  thefe  female  occupations.  He  wifhed, 
therefore,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  endeavour  to  6nd 
fome  other  means  of  raifing  men,  particularly  landmen,  than  thai 
which  was  at  prefent  diredlcd  againft  the  labourers  in  the  country; 
for  really  he  was  of  opinion,  that  at  prefent  the  country  could  not 
afibrd  to  part  with  many  men  of  that  defer iption. 

Mr.  FOX  allowed  that  every  degree  of  exertion  was  neccflaiy 
towards  efFe6\ually  manning  the  navy  ^  it  was  the  great  bulwark  of 
our  fircngth  ;  and  to  carry  fo  important  a  merfute  inta  execution  at 
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the  prefent  moment^  would  certainly  meet  with  his  approbation  and 
concurrence.  It  only  remained  <o  be  confidered  whether  the  mod« 
of  doing  It  as  now  propofed  was  the  moft  proper  or  not.  For  his 
own  part,  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  the  mode  of  enforcing 
the  fhip-owners  to  provide  fuch  a  number  of  men,  according  to  the 
tonnage  of  their  refpeflive  (hips,  as  flated  in  thofc  propofitions  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  could  only  operate  as  a  tax,  and  if  fo,  it  was  cer- 
tainly a  tax  which  fell  very  heavily  and  partially  on  certain  defcrip- 
tions  of  men*  On  the  commercial  and  trading  interefts  it  fell  with 
very  great  v^^eight,  tafcen  in  the  view  both  of  external  and  internal 
navigation.  He  faid,  the  meafure  was  of  the  greateft  importance^ 
and  he  thought  the  greateft  care  and  caution  neccffary  in  carrying  it 
into  effetS,  otherwife  it  would  certainly  defeat  the  very  end  which  it 
Was  Intended  to  promote.  At  the  prefent  moment,  when  the  peopk 
were  called  upon  to  make  fuch  extraordinary  exertions,  and  when 
fuch  very  ftrong  meafures  were  prc^fed  to  be  adopted,  he  was  well 
affured  that  a  very  great  majority  of  the  nation  were  ardently  wifli- 
ing  for  peace.  They  had  heard  many  motions  in  that  Houfe  in  fa- 
vour of  a  fpeedy  peace,  and  he  did  not  wiflx  to  hear  fuch  motions 
always  oppofed,  on  the  exad  meaning  of  this  word— the  extent  of 
that  word — or  the  forced  interpretation  of  another  ;  it  was  become 
abfolutely  neceffary,  he  faid,  that  the  people  fhould  be  fatisficd  oh» 
Way  or  other  what  they  had  to  expe<9  from  thofe  mighty  exertions 
fccy  were  called  upon  to  make. 

If  he  could  be  happy  enough  to  fee  the  preamble  of  the  bill  for 
canying  thofe  propofitiorts  into  efFeft  run  in  thefe  words :  **  Where- 
as all  juft  and  honourable  means  have  been  tried  towards  obtain- 
5^g  a  fecure  and  permanent  peace,"  &c.  then,  he  faid,  he  was 
certain  that,  in  that  cafe,  let  the  amount  of  the  taxes  be  what  it 
might — let  the  number  of  men  required  be  ever  fo  extenfive,  he 
Was  certain  the  people  of  Great  Britain  would  contribute  their  ut- 
tnoft  efforts  towards  raifing  both,  without  the  fmalleft  murmur.  But 
tiveted  as  he  was  affured  the  country  now  is,  in  their  fentiments 
for  peace,  he  wa$  very  apprehenfive  they  would  never  cordially  en- 
ter into  the  meafures  propofed,  fo  as  to  give  them  that  efFeft  which 
OQght  always  to  be  expefled,  to  a  degree  next  to  a  certainty,  before 
Meafures  fo  extremely  har(h  and  momentous  were  reforted  to.  He 
^as  convinced,  in  his  own  mind,  he  faid,  that  the  majority  of  tlie 
People  were  defirous  of  feeing  a  negociation  for  a  fpeedy  peace  en- 
tered into  with  th^  prefent  Government  of  France.  Some  fatire  had 
"*?n  ufed,  and  ridicule  attempted  to  be  thrown,  on  the  expreffion 
Ufed  on  that  fide  of  the  Houfe  where  he  had  the  honour  to  fit,  *^  of 
*  fpeedy  and  immeiiiate  peace  :"  for  his  part,  if  there  was  any  thing 
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Wrong  in  the  cxprcffion,  he,  for  one,  begged  to  take  a  (hare  of  the 
ridicule.     But  he  contended,  that  the  expreffion  wa^  perfedHy  right 
He,  and  thofe  who  made  ufe  of  it,  certainly  did  not  mean  by  it  a 
fpeedy  and  immediate  peace,  to  be  obtained  on  any  conditions  what- 
ever ;  but  they  meant,  that  fpeedy  and  immediate  means  (hould  be 
adopted  for  the  purpofe  of  negociating  d  peace  with  the  prefent  Go- 
vernment of  France,  on  fuch  terms  and  conditions  as  this  country 
might  fairly  and  honourably  agree  to.     It  was  time,  he  faid,  that 
/the  people  (hould  be  treated  with  candour  and  openncfs,  and  fairly 
informed  what  were  the  defigns  of  Minifters  in  making  thofe  vaft 
exertions  for  carrying  on  the  war.     Whether  it  was  to  be  continued 
till  fuch  a  Government  in  France  was  fettled,  as  fliould  be  entirely 
^reeable  to  the  prefent  Minifters,  or  until  we  (hould  be  able  to  con- 
quer the  French  people,  by  deftroying  the  prefent  Government,  and 
dilating  another  to  them.     This  was  not  the  time  for  fhlifHing  orf 
explanation,  and  (kulking  behind  evafive  words  admitting  of  a  va- 
riety of  interpretations »     It  was  time  to  fpeak  out,  openly  and  bold- 
ly.    For  his  part,  he  would  fay,  that  the  great  majority  of  the 
people  of  this  country  were  anxioufly  panting  after  a  peace— yes,  and  . 
a  peace  with  the  prefent  Government  of  France  ;  and   in  this  he 
thought  they  were  right,  and  he  would  lift  up  his  voice  in  joiniqg 
them  in  their  defire  to  obtain  fo  great  a  blefling  as  peace  would  at 
this  moment  be  to  this  country.     He  faid,  he  wi(hed  when  gentle- 
men brought  petitions,  expreflTing  the  wi(hes  of  the  people  for  peace, 
as  had  been  lately  done,  they  would  take  the  trouble  fd  far  to  con- 
fider  the  fubjed,  as  not  to  word  tlibfe  petitions  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  make  them  appear  as  if  prompting  the  moft  vigorous  and  adlifC 
profecution  of  the  war.     He  alluded  to  the  petition  lately  prefentcdi 
he  faid,  by  the  Common  Council  to  the  King,  to  which  His  Ma- 
jefty's  gracious  anfwer  conveys  to  the  mind  of  every  man,  that  Hi* 
Majefty  conceived  the  petition  to  be  the  very  r^evetfe  of  what  it  was; 
for  the  anfwer  promifes  them  that  the  moft  adive  and  vigorous  ex- 
ertions (hall  be  employed  for  carrying  on  the  war,  without  one  fingl^ 
word  in  it  relative  to  peace — when  at  the  fame  time  the  pcritioil 
wras  profefTed  to  be  a  petition  for  peace.     He  would  not,  he  feidf 
trefpafs  much  longer  on  the  time  of  the  Houfe  :  he  had  thought  it 
neceffary  to  make  thefe  obfervations  in  this  ftage  of  the  bufincfs:  ic 
(hpuld  fay  no  more  till  he  faw  the  bill.     He  had  no  predfc  clailfe 
in  his  own  mind  to  offer  at  prefent— he  (hould  endeavour  tooboifl 
every  degree  of  information  on  the  fubjeft  between  this  time  and 
that  of  the  difcuflTion.     So  far  as  the  right  honourable  genticman  h*!  J 
mentioned  his  defign  of  conducing  the  bufinefs,  by  havirf^  *c  W  . 
printed,  the  blanks  filled  up  in  the  Qommittee,  and  aftenvaids  ^ 
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riliowedj  he  did  hot  moan  a  great  length  of  timci  but  fufiicient  time 

['  |br  thofe  fo  deeply  intei>efted  in  the  bufinefe,  to  derive  every  benejiti 

to,  and  advantage  from,  infprmation — met,  he  faid,  with  his  fuk 

left  approbation.     He  Qibuld,  thcre%e,  poftponc  faying  any  mor^ 

till  the  proper  time  came  for  difcuifing  the  merits  or  demerits  pf  thQ 

Mr.  CURWEN  confidered  the  regulations  propofed  as  amount-? 
ing  to  a  partial  and  heavy  tax.  He  thought  the  coal  trade,  efpec|- 
ally  at  this  inclement  feafon,  would  be  greatly  injured  ;  that  a  labo- 
rious and  expend ve  ta(k  would  be  inflided  on  the  merchants  ;  and 
that  it  might  be  finally  confidered  as  a  general  tax  on  property. 

Mr.  Chancellor  JPITT  replied  to  thofe  objedUons — Firft,  that 
the  outward-bound  veflels  in  thp  coal  trade  would  have  a  longer  no-f 
fice  i  and  to  counterbalance  the  other  difficulties  they  might  eii[pe- 
rience  in  comparifon  with  other  outward-bound  (hips,  on  account  of 
Ac  frequency  of  their  voyages,  they  would  be  fubjeded  to  find  their 
fupplies,  not  by  the  fingle  voyage,  but  by  a  certain  number  of  them. 
Next,  in  reply  to  the  obfervation  on  the  merchants,  diey  were  not 
t)Ound  to  furniih  men  for  His  Majefty's  navy,  but  merely  to  find 
Ihem  with  equal  adivity  and  induftry  as  for  their  own  veflels,  which 
they  might  do  with  much  more  eafe  while  making  up  their  owa 
«>mplement.  By  fuch  a  mutual  accommodation,  therefore,  between 
the  merchants  and  the  State,  it  is  evident  that  both  muft  derive  a 
peculiar  and  canfidcrable  advantage. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BARING  faid,  that  he^  co)ild  not  let  the  pre- 
fcnt  opportunity  pafs,  without  ftating  a  few  circumftances  which 
ftruck  him  forcibly  as  tending  to  weaken  the  eflfeds  intended  to  b^ 
produced  by  the  prefcnt  propofitions,  if  carried  into  execution.     He 
feared  they  would  tend  to  injure,  in  no  fmall  degree,  the  fhip-owners 
Wid  merchants  of  this  country,  by  impofing  an  additional  burden 
upon  them  at  a  time  when  thofe  already  exifting  were  found  too  heavy 
to  bear.     This  meafure,  he  fjjid,  called  upon  the  owners  of  fliip^ 
to  provide  a  certain  nuniber  of  men  over  apd  above  their  own  proper 
complement,  ^nd  was  to  operate  as  a  complete  embargo  on  the  fail* 
*ng  of  their  (hips  till  fuch  men  were  aftvially  found  for  the  fcrvice  of 
Gwernnjcnt.     When  the  (hip-owners  came  to  refort  Jo  the  dif- 
ferent ports  and  places  where  it  is  faid  fifty  fcan^n  are.  to  be  found 
^  one,  and  an  hundred  at  another,  they,  on  inquiring  what  is  be- 
^C  of  thi?  hundred,  are  tt)ld  that  forty  .put  of  that  hundred  ar-e 
^Oprifoijsip  France. — [A  Member  faid,  ipa  low  voice,  acrofs  tbp 
Houfc,  *<  No,  not  fo.]— The  honourable  Baronet  replied,    "  Jja- 
^,  Sir,  I  believe  you  will  find  it  is  true." 
Mr.  BURDON  wiftipd  one  propofition  to  be  reli|iquifli^;_fei: 
Vol,  XL.  '  3C 
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unlefs  failors  entered  more  freely,  the  burdens  would  more  feverely 
fall  upon  thofe  who  felt  the  firll  imprcffions  of  the  meafure,  thart 
upon  the  interior.  The  fhrp-owners,  he  faid,  had  been  anxioas 
to  (hew  themfelves  fpirited  in  the  neeeffary  exertions,  and  there- 
fore it  was  incumbent  on  the  right  honourable  gentlenian  not  to 
place  them  in  hard  circumftances.  Notwithftanding  what  the  right 
IjOnourable  gentleman  had  advanced  in  favour  of  his  plan,  he  viewed 
it  as  a  meafute  of  extreme  embarraffment  to  the  merchants.  If 
any  facrifice  were  to  be  made,  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  upon  the 
part  of  Government,  although  he  had  ever  been  as  penurious  of  the 
public  money  as  was  confident  with  the  neceflity  and  honour  of  the 
nation.  His  conftituents,  heobferved,  were  willing  ja.  grant  taxes 
to  any  amount,,  if  equally  and  impartially  levied. 

Mr.  BRANDLING  wifhcd,  in  order  to  make  the  bill  more 
palatable,  that  the  failors  fhould  experience  as  much  liberality  as 
the  foldiers  had  lately  done.  By  the  ufual  drawback,  they  receive 
about  twenty-two  fliillings  per  month,  and  the  prize  money  is  com- 
knoilly  divided  into  fix-eighths,  by  which  means  the  officfers  receive 
a  larger  (hare  in  proportion.  This  he  concluded  Co  be  no  more  thart 
reafonable  ;  but  as  he  was  well  affured  of  the  liberality  of  the  offi- 
cers, he  had  no  doubt,  but  in  a  rnoment  of  fuch  emergency  thqf 
would  readily  agree  to  divide  the  prize  money  into  twelfths.  He 
was  proceeding  to  ftate  other  partiailars,  when 

Mr.  VYNER  called  to  order,  urging,  as  his  reafon,  that  the 
honourable  gentleman^feemed  infenfibly  to  bedifcuffing  fuch  plans 
as  would  come  with  more  propriety  in  another  Itage  of  the  proceed- 
ing. 

An-  explanation  followed. 

Mr.  GREY  paid  the  right  honourable  gentleman  a^  very  hand- 
fome  and  manly  compliment  on  the 'fair  and  candid  manner  in  whidi 
he  had  brought  forward  his  propofitions,  and  intimated  his  inten- 
tion ^  of  proceeding  with  the  bill. «  He  faid  the  meafure  was  un- 
doubtedly of  the  grdateft  importance,  and  deferved  the  moft  fcrious 
attention  of  every  Member,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  bring  forward 
every  degree  of  information  in  his  power.  Many  things  had  been 
rifientioned  to-night,  of  which,  no  doubt,  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman would  take  care  to  avail  hin^felf.  He  particularly  coincided 
in  opinion  with  an  honourable  friend  of  his,  who  fat  near  him. 
He  faid,  he  thought  alfo  what  had  fallen  from  an  honourable  Baro- 
net (Sir  F.  Baring)  deferved  the  utmoft  attention.  He  had  likewife 
imderftood,  by  information  from  various  quartisrs,  that  tiiere  was 
too  much  truth  in  what  that  honourable  Member  had  related  it- 
ijpe^iting  fo  manj  of  our  feamcn  being  in  the  prifons  of  the  French* 
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This  was  a  thing,  he  faid,  unheard  of  to  fuch  an  extent  in  any 
foraier  wars.  Forty  thoufand  of  our  failors  were  confidently  faU 
to  be  now  in  confinement  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  This  was  a 
tremendous  number  to  be  deprived  of  in  the  hour  of  need,  and  fhe\i'ed 
how  very  abfurd  it  was  for  Minifters  to  perfift  in  fuch  ridiculous 
pride  and  obftinacy.  They  would  not  even  acknowledge  the  French 
Government  fo  far  as  to  make  an  exchange  of  prifoners.  For  his 
part,  he  thought  it  was  their  duty  to  acknowledge  inrunediately  the 
French  Republic,  not  only  for  the  purpofe  of  efFedling  fo  defirable  a 
meafure  as  that  of  an  exchange  of  prifoners,  but  for  the  farther  and 
more  important  on6  of  opening  the  way  for  a  negociation  for  a  fpeedy 
and  immediate  peace. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  feveral  honourable  gentlemen  had 
mifapprehended  the  meafure  refpedling  the  fhip  owners,  and  had 
faid,  that  they  would  be  greatly  injured  by  the  delay  which  mu(l 
inevitably  happen,  from  their  (hips' being  detained  till  fuch  time  as 
the  number  of  men  they  were  to  find  were  adtually  provided  ;  where- 
as, in  his  opinion,  it  would  be  found  to  have  the  diredl  contrary 
tendency.  It  was  true,  an  aftual ,  embargo  would  take  place  on 
their  fhips  till  the  men  were  provided  ;  but  ftill  this  would^  ferve  to- 
wards expediting  their  failing  in  the  end  ;  for  if  this  mode  was  not 
rcforted  to,  they  muft  apply  to  one  of  two  others,  which  would  ftill 
fer  more  diftrefs  them.  They  muft  either  refort  to  a  very  ftrong 
and  general  prcfs,  which  is  not  fo  legal  or  conftitutional  a  remedy,  or 
elfe  make  ufe  of  a  general  embargo,  which  would  flop  them  alto- 
gether from  proceeding  on  their' voyages.  In  the  latter  cafe,  they 
might  lofc  all  their  men,  who  were  liable  to  be  imprefled — in  the 
former,  they  would  certainly  lofe  fo  many,  as  to  render  it  equally 
impoffible  for  them  to  proceed  to  fea.  The  eflredual  manning  of 
the  navy  was  neceffary  for  the  fecurity  of  their  particular  interefts, 
and  they  muft  be  content  to  put  up  with  the  particular  hardftiips  and 
diiBculties  which  the  fervants  of  Government  were- obliged  to  Impofe 
upon  them,  for  the  fupport  of  thofe  interefts  ;  as  fuch,  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  when  they  came  couUy  to  confider  the  fubjed,  diveft- 
ed  of  thofe  prejudices  which  the  novelty  of  the  meafure  might  at  the 
firft  glance  imprefs  their  minds  with,  he  was  afliired  they  would 
find  it,  as  he  had  ftated  it,  to  be  the  beft  and  moft  favourable  of  arty 
that  could,  under  exifting  circumftances,  be  devifed  for  the  purpofe. 

Mr,  Alderman  CURTIS  agreed  in  general  with  the  meafures 
propofed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt,)  and  was 
difpofed  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power  to  fupport  the  navy.  As  violent 
difcafes  required  violent  remedies,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  prc- 
fent  remedy  was  the  beft  calculated  to  effect  the  end  propofed  by  it^ 
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The  refolutions  were  then  put  and  carried,  and  the  Houfe  imr 
mediately  refucned. 

The  SPEAKER  having  taken  the  Chair,  Lord  Arden  reported 
the  refolutions  of  the  Committee,  which  were  immediately  brought 
up  and  agree*  to,  and  leave  given  to  Mr.  Piit,  Mr.  Dundas,  Lord 
Arden,  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Gcr 
nerals,  to  bring  in  bills  on  the  fame. 

The  Mutiny  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  upon  the  queftipa 
that  it  now  be  committed, 

Mr.  MAINWARING  obferved,  that  on  a  former  night  he  M 
prefented  to  the  Houfc  a  petition  of  the  innholders,  relative  to  cer- 
tain grievances  under  which  they  laboured  from  the  billeting  of  fol- 
diers  ;  he  therefore  thought  that  in  this  ftage  of  the  Mutiny  billfomc 
cogni2;ance  ought  to  be  taken  of  it,  which  he  conceived  had  been  pro- 
mifed  by  two  right  honourable  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  and  Mr.  Windham  explained  what  va^ 
fpoken  by  them  on  a  former  night  on  this  fubjedl,  and  ftatcd  diat 
they  had  been  mifunderftood  on  this  head  ;  they  had  no  objedion  to 
the  petition  becoming  the  fubjcdl  of  a  Committee,  without  difcuflipg 
its  merits  in  the  claufcs  of  the  Mutiny  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  recommended  that  the  petition  fhould  be  refer- 
red to  a  .Committee,  after  the  Mutiny  bill  had  pafled  the  Houfc. 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  that  the  Mutiny  bill  be  committed-^ 
Agreed. 

Tucfdayy   3^  February. 

Mr.  MAURICE  ROBINSON  moved,  '<  That  there  be  laid 
upon  the  table  an  account  of  all  the  ftarch,  made  out  of  wheat  and 
other  materials,  tliat  had  paid  dut)'  from  the  ift  of  January,  I794> 
to  the  I  ft  of  January,  1795  ;"  and  alfo,  /^  that  there  fliould  be 
laid  upon  the  table  an  account  of  all  the  hair-powder  made  out  of 
wheat-flour,  and  other  materials.'* 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  brought  up  an  account  of  the  troops  rf 
the  King  of  Pruflia,  employed  in  the  laft  campaign,  agreeably  to 
the  treaty  made  at  the  Hague  in  the  month  of  April,  1794 ;  and 
alfo  an  account  of  the  Britifh  troops  killed,  wounded,  and  mifiingi 
in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  campaign. 

The  bill  for  the  purpofeof  more  efieSually  manning  His  Ma- 
jcfty's  navy,  by  raifing  a  certain  number  of  men,  in  proportion  to 
the  tonnage  of  every  outward-bound  merchant  (hip,  &c.  was  read 
4  feoond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to-morrow. 

The  bill  for  more  eflPeflually  manning  the  navy,  by  nufiflg  * 
certain  number  of  men  for  the  iea-fervice^  in  prqpoxtioa  to  the 
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number  of  parifhes  ;  was  read  a  firfl;  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  4 
fccond  time  to-morrow. 

fFednefJajf  4Jh  Fehruary^ 
<  — 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  down, a  meffagc  from  His  Ma- 
cfty,   of  whiich  the  following  is  a  copy : 

G.,  R. 

His  Majejiy  thinks  proper  to  acquaint  the  Honjci  that  he  has  re- 
yuivtd  from    the  ^mperor  Jirong  aJJ'urances  of  a  difpojition  to  make  the 
'eatejl  exert  ions  for  the  common  caufcy  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  cam^ 
paign.     But  it  is  reprefented  on  the  part  of  ffis  Imperial  Majejij/y  that 
^hefe  efforJs  cannot  he  made  without  the  ajjifiance  of  a  loan^  which  His 
Imperial  Majefty  is  defirous  of  ratfingy  on  the  credit  of  the  revenues  of 
bis  hereditary  dominions y  under  the  guarantee  of  His  Majefty y  with  the 
concurrence  of  Parliament  y  to  the  extent  of  four  millions  ;  and  it  isftatedy 
that  fuch  a  loony  in  addition  to  his  other  rejourcesy  would  enable  His 
Imperial  Majefty  to  employ  againft  the  common  enemy  the  force  of  0.00  yOOO 
iffi^ive  men.-r-His  Majefty  is  of  opinion  thaty  on  theje  grounds,  fuch  an 
arrangement  would  be  beneficial  to  the  common  caufcy    hut  thinks  that  it 
wmld  be flill more  advantageous y  if  by  the  meamofajimilar  loan  to  a  larger 
extent  y   the  Emperor  Jhould  be  enabled  to  employ  a  force  f till  more  ^onft- 
derahle  :  and  His  Majefty  has  deftred  his  Minifter  at  Vienna,  to  exprefs 
f^is  readtnefs  to  reammend  to  his  Parliament  an  arrangement  founded  on 
that  principle,-'*^ Some  temporary  advances  which  His  Majefty  was  in-" 
duced  to  make  for  the  immediate  fupply  of  the  Auftrian  armyy  under  the 
prejfure  of  unforefeen  circumjtances  in  the  latter  part  of  the  laft  campaign^ 
^ill  be  included  in  any  arrangement  of  this  nature :  asfoon-os  the  nego^ 
elation  is  concludedy  His  Majefty  will  not  fail  to  communicate  the  refult 
*o  Parliafnenty  but  as  any  meafure  of  this  fort  is  neceJJ'arily  connected 
i^ith  the  conjideration  of  the  provijion  to  be  made  f§r  the  current  fervice 
0/  the  yeary  His  Majefty  has  thought  it  right  not  to  delay  making  this 
communication  ;  and  he  relies  on  the  zeal  and  public fpirit  of  his  faithful 
^^monsy  for  taking  fuch  meafures,  asy  on  full  confideration  of  all  the 
circumftancesy  they  may  think  moft  conducive  to  the  immediate  interefts 
^f  this  country y  at  the  prefent  conjunilurcy  and  to  the  great  obje£f  of  re^- 
'ftablijhingy  on  fecure  and  honourable  grounds y  the  peace  and  tranquillity 
<f  thefe  kingdoms,  and  of  Europe* 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  the  mcffage  of  His  Majcfly 
fcould  be  taken  into  confideration  to-morrow. — Ordered. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  that  as  the  meffage  was  to  be  taken  into 
confideration  to-morrow,  he  conceived  that  there  was  a  meafure  pre- 


Digitized 


by  Google 


382      '  PARLIAMENTARY  A,  1795. 

vioufly  ncceffary.  He  was  extremely  glad  to  perceive,  that  the  fum 
to  be  granted  to  the  Emperor  was  now  reduced  to  four  millions,  j 
f  A  cry  of  No^  from  the  other  fide,  j — Then,,  if  the  rcdu(5^ion  was 
not  to  take  place,  and  the  fum  was  to  be  fix  millions,  or  perhaps 
to  a  larger  amount,  this  ftatement  would  make  ftill  more  for  hisar- '^ 
gument.  This  fum  was  to  be  added  to  the  fum  ncceffary  for  our 
own  troops,  for  foreign  troops  in.  our  fervice,  and  for  our  fubfidiaries. 

'  Befides,  he  underftood  that  there  wa_s  another  fum,  which  had  not 
yet  been  brought  forward,   namely,  the  fum  to  be  paid  to  neutral 

'  powers  for  the  capture  of  their  fhips.    All  thefe  fums  added  together, 
made  an  amount  truly  alarming.     The  quantity  of  fpecie  in  the 
country  formed  the  bafis  of  the  credit  of  the  paper  circulation,  of 
which  tjie  right  honourable  gentleman  had  lately  occafion  to  cxpe* 
rience  the  advantages.     The  efFe6^,.  therefore,  that  might  be  pro- 
duced by  this  loan'  to  the  Emperor  was  of  the  utmoft  importance/ 
It  was  ncceffary,  in  orcjer  to  keep  up  the  confidence  in  the  paper 
circulation,  that  a  fufficlent  quantity  of  fpecie  fhould  be  left  in  the 
country.     The  perfons  to  whom  he  meant  to  move  that  the  Houfc 
ihould  apply,  previous  to  the  difcuffion  of  His  Majefty's  meffagc, 
were  Ae  beft  qualified  to  give  information  on  the  fiibje<5t.     T[|ofe 
perfons  were  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank  of 
England ;  if  any  money  was  to  be  fent  out  of  the  kingdom,  it  was 
the  Bank  who  muft  furnifti  it,  and  they,  from  their  fituation,  nouft 
be  acquainted  with  the  extent  of  any  fpecie  brought  into  the  country. 
They  therefore  muft  both  be  beft  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  fpecie 
at  prefentin  the  countrj',  and  the  effedl  of  the  fiu6tuation  thatmuft 
be  produced  by  fending  fo  large  a  fum,  as  was  propofed,  to  the 
Emperor.     He  concluded  with  moving,  "  That  the  Governor  and 
Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England  fhould  attend  to-nwrrow, 
at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  fee." 
'  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  in  oppofing  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  he  did  not  at  prefent  mean  to  enter  much  at 
large  into  the  fubjed.      He  believed  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
could  fearcely  have  made  a  motion  more  unwelcome  to  thofe  who 
were  its  objects,  than  by  requiring  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Go- 
vernor of  the  Bank  of  England  ta  attend  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,    in  order  to  be  examined  on  a  fpeculative  opinion, 
"  What  were  the  effeSs  of  fending  fuch.a  fum  of  money  out  of  the 
country  ^^'  He  knew  of  no  way  in  which  they  could  communicate 
the  information  that  was  required,  except  by  giving  an  account  of 
their  own  banking  tranfadions.     The  Bank  of  England,  though 
upon  a  diflxircnt  fcale,  he  compared  to  a  great  Banking  Houfc,  and 
it  cuaid  not  be  poflible  to  infdtutc  the  enquiry  jthat  waspropofcdi 
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irithout  injuftice,  impolicy,  and  violence.      Though  die  modon 
.brought  forward  hy  the  honourable  gentleman  was  fuch  as  ought  ra- 
ther to  furnifli  a  ground  of  argument  to-morrow,  he  could  not  help 
^taking  the  prefent  oppcatunity  to  warh  gentlemen  againft  adopting  a 
principle;  which,  however  fanftioned  by  prejudice,  "or  plauiible  in 
ippearance,  had  been  refuted  by  the  experience  of  enlightened  ttmes^ 
and  by  the  prefent  flourifliing  date  of  the  commerce  of  the  country^ 
The  exportation  of  fpecie  had  been  held  out  as  de(faii£live  to  the 
Vealth  of  a  country,  whereas  the  exportation  of  fpecie  was  to  be  con* 
fidered  merely  in  the  fame  light  as  any  other  exportation  of  commerce* 
Too  rigid  an  adherence  to  the  maxim  of  hoarding  Up  their  fpecie 
in  countries  where  they  had  accumulated  a  large  quantity  of  filver> 
had  been  found  to  be  ruinous  to  their  commerce.     On  the  other 
'  hand,  he  was  not  ignorant  that  a  fudden  exportation  to  a  lajge  and 
irrecoverable  amount,  that  is,  to  fuch  an  amount  as  could  not  be 
:  cafily  compenfated  for  by  the  influx  and  reflux  of  merchandize, 
might  make  a  fudden  and  alarming  revulfion.     But  on  the  prefent 
pccafion  it  was  matter  of.  confolatiqn  that  the  fame  ftate  of  Europe 
Aat  called  for  new  and  unheard-of  exertions,  had  produced  alfo  an 
influx  of  wealth,  not  lefs  unufual  and  extraordinary.    For  the  truA 
.  of  this  affertion,  he  appealed  to  fa<f\s.    From  the  fecurity  which  tWs 
country  afforded  to  the  perfons  and  property  of  thofe  who  had  fled 
here  for  an  afylum,  it  had  become  the  centre  of  the  wealth  of  Europe. 
In  proof  of  this  he  mentioned  the  unufual  drains,  which  had  been 
laft  year  made  from  the  country  by  the  fubfidy  to  the  King  of  Pruf- 
fia,  and  the  extraordinary  fer\'ices  of  the  year,  without  at  all  aflS^- 
mg  theiflate  of  domeftic  commerce  :  the  temporary  depreflTion  which 
had  before  taken  place,  had  only  ferved  to  eftablifh  credit  upon  a 
wore  firm  and  folid  bafis  5  this  was  the  fureft  criterion  of  the  floa- 
riftiing  and  permanent  refources  of  the  country.  ^   At  prefent  the 
rate  of  exchange  between  this  and  foreign  markets,  was  more  fa- 
vourable to  this  country  than  it  had  been  at  any  interval  of  peace, 
and  the  price  of  dollars  lefs  than  it  had  been  at  any  former  period. 
He  ftated  thefe  facts.in  order  to  do  away  the  effefts  of  the  propofition, 
^hat  the  exportation  of  fpecie  muft  be  ruinous  to  the  wealth  of  a 
<^ountry.    But  he  remarked  that  the  objections  which  had  been  urged 
on  this  ground,  which  even  if  true  in  theory,  carried  with  them  fo 
little  force,  reftcd  in  the  prefent  inftance  upon  a  ftatement  of  fads 
^hich  was  not  well  founded. — It  was  not  neceflfary  that  the  loan  to 
^e  Emperor  (hould  be  paid  from  this  country  in  fpecie.     There 
^ere  many  perfons  in  foreign  countries  who  would  be^gladof  the 
^opportunity  tofubfcribe  to  the  loan  under  the  guarantee  of  this  coun- 
^^'   The  money  might  be  remitted  by  all  the  circuitous  means  fucli 
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n  bills  of  exchange,  ufually  reforted  to  in  fending  rehiittances  oiii^ 
of  the  kingd(»n :  and  the  only  bad  efFedi  which  could  re£ult  fnxatfao^ 
meafure,  would  be  to  lower  die  exchange  in  favour  of  this  countiyi 

Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON  faid,  that  it  was  impoflSblc  to 
add  any  things  to  what  had  been  fo  ably  Hated  by  the  dght  honour^^ 
able  gentleman  ;  and  he  had  only  to  remark  on  the  injurious  effid^ 
<^  fome  queftions  that  might  be  propofed  to  the  Governor  and 
Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England,  by  Members  oil 
that  Houfe,  if  the  motion  of  the  honourable  gentleman  ihould  be 
carried. 

Mr.  HARRISON  remarked  on  the  abfurdity  of  the  comparifco 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  with  regard  to  the  exportation 
of  fpecie  in  the  courfe  of  commerce,  and  for  a  purpofe  fuch  as  Ac 
prefeiit.     Where  the  exportation  of  fpecie  in  mercantile  tranfeo 
tiom  is  retrained  or  prohibited,  the  nations,  it  is  true,  arc  confo* 
quently  cramped  in  their  manufaftures  and  refources,  for  where 
money  is  exchanged  for  raw  materials,  the  raw  materials  are  uM 
in  the  manufadlures  of  the  country, .  which,  by  their  exportation, 
produce  employment  for  induftry,  *an  increafed  accompt  totherocr* 
chant,  and  a  large  revenue  to  the  State.     But  can  die  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  he  afked,  affirm  that  the  exportation  of  fpcdc^ 
which  will  do  all  this  in  mercantile  affairs,  will  have  the  fame  ef- 
fect ?     He  fupportcd  the  motion,  as  he  confidered  the  meafurc  or 
fending  (b  large  a  fum  out  of  the  country  in  the  prefent  crifis,  to  be 
a  circumftance  truly  alarming. 

Mr.  THORNTON  requefted  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
withdraw  his  motion,  as  one  that  might  be  inconvenient  in  its  coih 
fequences,  and  that  could  not  be  acceptable  to  his  relation,  wh«A 
attendance  was  required  at  the  bar. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  that  to  be  fure  if  the  Governor  and  Deputy 
Governor  were  to  appear  at  the  bar,  it  would  be  impoffiblc  to  pre- 
vent the  Members  of  that  Houfe  from  putting  to  them  ary  quef&ns 
Axj  might  think  proper,  and  this  was  what  appeared  to  him  Ae 
only  plaufible  objediion  to  his  motion.  As  to  every  thing  that  had 
been  faid  with  refpedt  to  the  exportation  of  fpecie  for  mercantile 
puipofes,  the  cafe  here  was  entirely  different:  the  ri^t  honourable 
gentl^nian  well  knew  that  the  money  which  was  now  propofed  to  be 
fent  out  of  the  country  would  nc\'er  return.  As  to  peribns  in^ 
feign  parts  fubfcribing  to  the  loan,  the  prefent  was  too  flimfy  ali«* 
to  deferve  an  anfwer.  Thofe  perfons  muft  be  guaranteed  by  wltf 
upon  this  country,  and  it  was  (^  little  coi]fequence  whether  we  pjo 
^e  fum  in  money,  or  in  money's  wortjri.  It  was  impoffiblc  fef  ^ 
right  honourable  gentl«aan  to  judge  of  the  operation^  of  £o^  ^ 
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hrgfi  a  fum  of  money  out  of  the  countiy ;  it  was  for  that  re«fon  that 
he  wifhed  to  apply  for  information  to  thofc  who  were  beft  able  to 
eftimate  the  confequences  of  fucha  meafure.  He  had  brought  for- 
iRrard  his  motion,  not  as  a  party  queftion,  but  from  a  regard  to  the 
fafety  of  the  country.  He  feared  that  the  loan  now  propofed  Would 
be  esftremely  prejudicial  to  the  ftate  of  Public  Credit:  how  far  his 
appreheniioos  were  well  founded,  the  fequcl  would  prove  ;  but  he 
tnuft  confider  it  as  a  meafure  full  fraught  with  danger  and  alarm. 
He  paid  a  compliment  to  tlie  diftinguiflied  eloquence  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer ;  but  faid,  that  if  any  thing  was  wanting  to 
&rengthen  his  difappmbation  of  tht' meafure,  nothing  could  be  more 
cffedlual  for  that  purpofe,  than  the  very  arguments  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  urged  in  its  fupport. 

The  morion  was  then  put,  and  negatived  without  a  divifibn. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  propofed  that  the  blanks  in  the  bill  for 
*e  increafe  of  the  manning  the  navy,  ftould  be  now  filled  up  and 
Ac  bill  printed ;  that  the  Members  might  be  able  to  confult  with 
their  Condituents,  and  bring  in  new  <:laufes,  if  neceflary,  and  tliat 
the  bai  fliould  be  recommitted  on  Friday  fe'nnight. 

Mr.  HARRISON  offered  a  new  claufe  to  the  following  efFcfl: 
**  Be  it  further  enaded,  that  every  perfon  enjoying  a  place  or  penfion 
of  the  value  of  300L  per  annum,  fh^W  find  one  feaman,  or  two 
landmen  ;  that  every  perfon  enjoyi^iga  place  or  penfion  of  the  value 
of  500I.  two  feamen  or  four  landmen ;  and  for  everj'^  addition  of 
200I.  per  annum,  one  feaman  or  two  landmen." 

Mr..  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  fcarcely  knew  wfiether  this 
dairfe  belonged  to  the  prefent  bill,  or  to  the  bill  for  raifing  men  from 
the  parifties,  it  had  fo  little  relation  to  either.  He  Was  at  a  lofs 
to  deterinihe  whether  the  honourable  gentleman  meant  it  as  a  joke 
upon  the  bill,  or  upon  the  motion  which  he  had  laft  year  brought 
forward  with  refpeS  to  finecures  and  penfions. 

Mr*  HARRISON  difckumed  all  ^dea  of  a  joke  ;  he  was  con- 
vinced that  the  principle  upon  which  he  had  founded  his  claufe, 
was  diat  which  muft  ultimately  prevail ;  but  admitted,  that  it  more 
ftfoperly  belor^ed  to  the  bill  for  raifing  men  from  the  paiilbes. 

The  bill  then  went  through  the  Committee,  the  blanks  were 
filled  up,  and  the  Houfe  being  refumed,  ihe  report  was  received, 
arvdon  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  jof  the  Exchequer,  ordered  to 
be  taken  into  confideration  on  Friday  fe*nnight. 

The  bill  for  raifing  men  *fi5om  the  parifties,  &c.  was  read  a  fe- 
cr»nd  tinie.—— Ordered  to  be  committed  to  to-morrow. 

Received,  bv  a  m^ffage  from  the  upper  Houfe,  the  bill  for  fuf* 
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pcn(Kng  the  Habeas  Corpus,  and  agreed  to  the  amendments  made 
by  the  Lords. 

Thurfdayy   February  5. 

Mr.  HOB  ART  prefentcd  a  petition  from  the  city  of  Norwich, 
praying  for  a  fpeedy  conclufion  to  the  war,  by  abftaining  from  all 
'interference  in  the  internal  affairs  of  France,  and  all  other  means 
that  might  be  conducive  to  that  defirablc  objeft.  He  at  fhe  fame 
time  ftated,  that  he  believed  the'  fentiments  contained  in  that  petition, 
to  be  thofe  of  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Norwich. 

Mr*  COKE,  Member  for  Norfolk,  faid,  that  the  fentiments 
contained  in  the  petition\were  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  people  of 
Norwich,  who  were  now  tired  of  the  fyftem  of  impofture  andde- 
lufion  that  had  been  fo  long  fuccefsfully  carried  On  by  Miniftcrs. 
The  honourable  gemleman  would  have  a<3ed  .with  more  candour 
if  he  had  admitted  this  fadt,  inftead  of  barely  faying,  that  fuch 
were  the  fentiments  of  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants.  The  right 
honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  lately  affirmed, 
that  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  the  country  were  ftill  in  favour 
of  the  war.  If  he  applied  to  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr. 
Windham),  he  would  at  leaft  find  himfelf  miftaken  with  regard  to 
the  people  of  Norwich,  fince  the  very  perfons  who  had  propofed  this 
petition,  were  thofe  who  had  formerly  fupported  the  intercftsofthat 
right  honourable  gentleman,  and  had  now  beceme  defirous  to  ex- 
tricate the  country  from  the  ruinous  fituation  in  which  it  had  been 
involved  by  his  pernicious  councils. 

The  Speaker,  on  his  return  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  to  which 
he  had  been  fummoned  to  attend  his  Majefty's  Commiflion,  ftated 
that  the  royal  affent  had  been  given  to  the  bill  for-  the  ferther  fuf- 
penfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  read  for  committing  a  bill  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  more  effe^ually  manning  His  Majefty's  navy,  by  raifinga 
.  certain  number  of  men  out  of  the  counties.  The  Houfe  went  into 
a  C<>mmittee,  in  which  the  Chancellor  of.  the  Exchequer  flatcct 
that  it  was  his  intention  to  proceed  in  the  fame  way  with  refpcd  to 
this  bill,  as  had  yefterday  been  adopted  with  refpedt  to  the  other 
bill  for  the  fame  purpofc. 

Colonel  MAITLAND  objefted  that,  from  the  (hort  fpK* 
within  which  it  was  propofed  to  take  into  confidcration  tlic  rcporti 
Friday  fe'nnight  having  been  fixed  for  the  purpofe,  it  would  be 
impoflible  to  obtain  die  neceffary  infcrnration  from  the  moft  difhnt 
parts  of  Scotland. 

Mr.  Chahcellor  PITT  replied,  that  with  a  view  to  obviiteto 
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and  other  objections,  a  bill  with  feparate  proviflons  would  be  adopted 
for.  Scotland. 

The  bill  went  through  the  Committee,  the  report  was  imme- 
diately received,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  ufc  of 
the  Members* 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  that,  though  he  had  propofcd  Friday 
(c'nnight  to  take  the  report  into  confideration,  he  had  no  defire  to 
prefs  the  difcuflion,  except  within  that  time  the  neceffary  informa- 
tion could  be  obtained  ;  at  the  fame  time  it  muft  be  obvious  to 
every  gentleman,  of  what  confequence  it  was  to  proceed  to  carry 
into  efFe£l  the  objedl  of  the  bill,  without  even  the  delay  of  a 
fingle"  hour. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  he  underftood  that  the  bill  would  not  .be 
pinted  till  Saturday ;  it  would  be  impofliblc,  within  fo  flhort  a 
time,  to  4end  into  the  country,  in  order  to  obtain  information  from 
their  conftituents,  with  refpcd  to '  its  different  provifions.  He 
therefore  moved,,  that  tlie  bill  fhould  be  taken  into  confideration  on 
Monday  fe'nnight. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  affcnted  to  the  motion,  and  added,  that 
he  had  lately  received  a  fuggcftion  which,  if  adopted,  might  tend 
to  (horten  the  mode  of  procedure,  though  he  was  not  yet  qualified 
to  decide  on  its  effefls — namely,  by  at  once  referring  the  means 
of  raifing  the  force  from  the  counties  to  the  petty  feflions,  inftead  of 
fummoning,  as  had  originally  been  propofed,  a  general  fefiions 
for  the  purpofe. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  moved,  that  there  fhould  be  laid  upon  the  table 
an  account  of  all  the  grain,,  flour,,  malt,  and  bran,  employed  iq. 
thediflilleries,.  &c. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid  that,  upon  a  former  occafion.  he  and 
another  honourable  gentleman  had  indeavoured  to  get  fome  infor- 
mation of  the  fervices  performed  by  the  King  of  PrufTia  during  the 
lafl  campaign,  in  confequencq  of  his  engagements  with  this  country. 
Some  returns  had  lately  been  laid  on,  the  table  on  that  fiibjecft,  but- 
the(e  contained  no  information.  It  appeared  ..that  the  King  'of 
Pruflia  had  received  from  this  country,  the  enormous  fum  of  twelve 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  without  having  rendered  it  even  the 
fmallefl  fervice.  He  thought  i^  therefore  necelTary,  previous  to  the 
difcufTiOn  of  the  Imperial  loan,  to  come  to  fome  refolution  with 
refpcft  to  this  condudt  on  the  part  of  His  PnifTian  MajefVy.  It  was 
certainly  no  argument  againft,grantiiig  a  loan  to  the  Emperor,  that 
the  Ki^  of  Pruffia  had  violated  his  faitK'.  But  this  circumffemce' 
ought  certainly  to  enforce  on  the  Houfe  the  necefTity  of  caution,  and 
ipduce  them  to  take  fome  flep  in  the  prefent  inilance,  that  might 
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qperatc  as  a  warning,  with  rcfpeft  to  future  trattfeftiohs  of  the 

fame  fort.     His  Majefty  had  ftated  in  his  meflage  that  he  had  re^ 

ccived  horn  the  Emperor,  the  ftrongeft  affuranoca  of  a  diipofitioCT 

to  make  the  greateft  exertions,  provided  he  (Houldbc  s^ftedby  a    . 

loan   of  four  millions  from  this  country.     He  undcfftood,  if  he  **- 

could  rely  upon  the  crddit  of  public  ftaterocnts,  that  in  anoth^ 

country,  the  Parliament  had  been  told  of  the  abfolute  determinatiofr^ 

of  His  Majefly  to  guarantee  this  loam   This  was  a  language  whidk 

he  confidered  as  very  unbecoming,  when  addreffed  to  the:  r€prefeI^- 

tativcs  of  the  nation,  and  as  highly  irtfiproper  in  Miniftcrs,  wh^' 

were  of  courfe  re^nfiblc  ^or  whatever  proceeded  from  the  Throne* 

Before  fuch  a  determination  h^d  been  exprcffed,  he  (hould  have 

wiKhed  to  have  had  fomething  alfo  like  a  pofitive  determinatioa 

from  his  Imperial' Majefty  to  make  the  exertions  which  were  to'be 

the  conditions  of  the  Iban.     He  (hould   more   particularly  have- 

wifhed  for  fuch  a  declaration  from  the  Imperial  Court,  which  hkd, 

at  all  times,  been  piJoverbially  diftrnguifhed  by  ill  feith.     He  le- 

coUeded  on  this  fubje6t  a  ftrong  exjM-eflion  of  a  right  honouraUr 

gentleman  (we^fuppofe  Mr.  Windham),  who-  had  faid  that,  fince 

the  capture  of  Richard  I.,  the  conduct  of  the  eourt  of  Vienna  ha* 

been  marked  by  an  uniform,  (mis  of  treachery  towards  dus  country. 

To  guard  againft  this  treachery,  he  thought  that  nothing  would  be 

better,  than  for  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  {how  themfelvcs  alive 

to  their  duty  on  the  prefcnt  occafioit.     There  were  fome  men  who> 

though  infenfible  to  the  calls  of  honour,  were  yet  not  callous  to  the 

fenfe  of  Khame.     Some  men  of  th^t  defcriptipn  might  be  found 

among  the  Minifters  of  Auftria.     It  might  therefore  be  of  import 

tance,  by  way  of  warning  to  them,  to  come  to  fome  refolution 

dxpreffive  of  indignation  and  contempt^  with  refpeft  to  the  violati^xi 

of  faith  on  the  part  of  his  Pruffian  Majefty.     Mr.  Sheridan  hctt 

referred  to  that  article  of  the  treaty,  in  which  it  was  ftxpulated  that 

6o,ooQ  Pruffians  (hould.  co-operate  with,  the  Britiflfi  troops,  and 

that  a  comraiffioner  (hould  be  appointed'  for  the  purpofc  of  watching 

dver  the  obferv.ance  of  this  article.      From  the  fcraps  of  letters  laid 

upon  the  table,  it  appeared  that  no  commiirioner  had  been  appointed 

for  this  purpofe*     This,  he  contended »  would  not  have  been  die 

cafe,  except  Minilters  had  been  aware  that  the  King  of  Pruffia, 

firom  the  very  firft,  was  indif[x)fed  to  perform  his  duty.     He  rc- 

.    fcrtcd  alfo  to  the  memorial  of  the  Emperor,  which  ftated,  that  ia 

effedtive  co-operation  of  the  PrufTians  might  have  been  the  mop' 

o(  faving  Brabant,  and^  in  confequence,  of  preferving  HoQand. 

Such  were  the  efFefig  ftated  by  his  Imperial  Majefly  to  have  rc- 

fulted  from  the  breaclv  of  &ith  in  his  Pruffian  M^je%.     labis^ 
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anfwer  to  this  memorial,  addrcflcd  to  the  Circks  of  the  Empire, 
that  Monarch  (hews  a  degree  of  apprehcnfion,  that  he  (hould  have 
even  been  fuppofed  to  have  had  the  fmalleft  difpofition  to  keep  faitK 
towards  this  country,  after  he  had  once  received  its  money.  He 
ihould  therefore  conclude  with  moving  this  rcfolution — "  That  tt 
appears  to  this.  Houfe,  that  the  King  of  Pruflia  received,  from  the 
treafury  of  Great  Britain,  the  fum  of  1,200, cool,  in  confcquencc 
^  of  the  ftipulatians  of  the  treaty  concluded  at  the  Hague,  en  the 
ioth  of  April,  1794  ;  and  that  it  does  not  appear  to  this 
Houfe,  that  the  King  of  Pruflia  performed  the  ftipulations  of  that 
treaty.'* 

Mr.  JEKYLL  rofe,  he  faid,  with  particular  pfeafure  to  fccond 
the  motion.     On  a  former  day,  when  he  had  rifen  to  move  for  the 
papers   mentioned  by  his  honourable  friend,  he  had  been  induced 
to  hope  that  fuch  papers  would  have  been  laid  before  the  Houfe  as 
would  have  afforded  fome  information  on  the  fubjeft.     This,  as 
had  been  juftly  obferved  by  his  honourable  friend,  had  not  been  the 
cafe.      A  few  miferable  cxtrafts  of  letters  from  Count  MoUendorf,' 
Count  Kaunitz,  Lord  Malmfbury,  and  the  Marquis   Comwallis> 
in  which  the  Fruffians  were  mentioned  among  a  variety  of  other 
fubje«fls,  had  been  laid  on  the  table.     By  the  exprefs  words  of  the 
treaty,  a  commiffioncr  was  to  have  been  appointed  to  remain  with 
the  Pruflian  army,  to  fuperintend  their  movements,  and  to  afeertain 
whether  the  treaty  was  faithfully  exectited  by  his  Pruflian  Majefty 
or  not ;  whereas  no  fuch  commtflioner  had  ever  been  appointed.  In 
reply  to  the  argument  that  no  commiflioner  had  been'  appointed,. 
Minifters  might  perhaps  urge  tlieir  reluftance  to  increafe  their  own  - 
patronage   by  any  new  appointment,  and  that  they  had  therefore 
inftru(Scd  their  refident  at  Berlin  todifcharge  that  duty.     It  was  of 
Importance,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  to  attend  to  dates.     The  laft 
inftalment  to  his.  Pruflian  Majefty,  had  been  paid  on  the  4th  of 
Oflober  ;,  but  long  previous  to  that  period,  the  Pruflian  troops  had 
gone  to  the  prote6lion  of  his  own  dominions  in  Silcfia,  or  to  co- 
operate in  the  infamous  projeA  of  the  diftnemberment  of  the  un- 
happy country  of  Poland.      Whatever  might  be  the  rcafon  of  Mi- 
nifters for  their  purfuing  the  line  of  condu(fl  they  had  done,  he 
^^'as  very  doubtful  that  the  fame  condudt  might  be  adopted  by  the 
Emperor  after  he  had  obtained  this  loan,  as  had  been  ufed  by  the 
King  of  PruflTia  ;  and  for  this  reafon,  he  cheerfully  fecondcd  the. 
motion  of  his  honourable  friend. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  adverted  to  the  very  wliimfical  notice 
>'Phich  Mr.  Sheridan  had  given  ^n  a  former  occafion,  that  he  would 
take  an  opportunity  to  make  a  motion  on  the  Pruflian,  treaty  with- 
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out  any  notice.  He  could  fcarcely,  however,  gUefs  that  this  was  th^ 
period  at  which  he  would  have  chofcn  to  have  brought  it  forward^' 
He  was  glad,  however,  that  he  had  made  the  motion,  fince   hd 
gathered  from  it  that  the  honourable  gentlemen  did  not  difapprovQ  1 
of  entering  into  a  ftipulation  with  the  Emperor,  fince  he  had  pro*  ] 
feffed  the  principal  objcdi  of  the  motion  which  he  had  brought  for-  ^ 
ward,  was  to  hold  out  a  w^arning  to  the  Imperial  Minifters.      Un- 
doubtedly, if  this  was  really  his  objeft,  ho  fhould  think  it  much 
more  confonant  to  the  general  fituation  of  Europe,  and  the  partlculair 
circumftances  of  this  country,  than  he  had  reafon  to  expeS  from 
that  honourable  gentleman.     At  the  fame  time  he  confidered  it   as 
rather  fingular  that  he  (hould  bring  forward  that  motion  on  a  day 
that  had  been  fet  apart  for  taking  into  confideration  the  mcffage  o^ 
His  Majefty,  and,  at  the  very  moment  at  which  the  Houfe  were 
proceeding  to  difcufs  the  prbpricty  of  adopting  the  meafure  to  which, 
his  motion  had  a  reference.    It  would  undoubtedly  have  been  more 
confiftent  if  he  h^d  affigned  the  breach  of  faith  of  His  Pruffian  Ma-w 
jefty,  as  a  reafon  why  the  country  fhould  not  enter  into  any  engage- 
ments with  the  Emperor.     As  it  at  prefent  flood,  he  thought  that 
the  bcft  way  to  dlfpofe  of  it  would  be,  to  move  the  order  of  the  day. 
He  would  take  the  liberty  of  remarking,  that,  after  all  the  attention 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  p;ud  to  the  fubjeft,  he  had  not 
quoted  accurately  the  terms  of  the  treaty  when  he  had  explained  them, 
that  the  Pruffian  force  was  to  co-operate  immediately  with  the  Bri- 
tifh  troops.    The  terms  exprefsly  were,  that  they  were  to  co-operate 
in  the  moft  cfFedlual  way  for  the  common  caufe,  either  joindy  or 
fcparatcly.     At  the  fame  time  he  was  prepared  to  admit  that  the 
King  of  PruiTia  had  not  adequately  performed  the  engagements  of 
the  treaty,  and  that  this  country  had  juft  caufe  of  diffatisfadion  with, 
his  conduft.     Yet,  when  he  adverted  to  the  efFedt  which  had  bcea 
produced^  even  by  his  co-operation  in  retarding  the  progrefs  of  the 
French,  he  could  not  conftdcr~"the  pecuniary  facrifice  as  too  great, 
or  regret  the  lofs  of  the  fums  which  had  been  expended  for  that  pur- 
pofe.     But  he  could  not  poflibly  fee  what  connexion  the  difcuffioii 
of  the  condu61  of  the  King  of  Pruflia  had  with  the  prefent  queftion, 
or  how  it  ought  to  prevent  \is  from  forming  other  engagements  that 
might  appear  ferviceable  to  the  common  caufe.     He  concluded  with 
moving  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  faid,  that  he  underftood  from  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  had  not  adequsltely  per- 
formed his  engagements  with  the  eountrj% — He  wiflied  to  know  in 
what  way  he  had  fulfilled  them  at  all  ?  He  could  not  but  confidcr 
it  as  a  very  alarming  clrcuniftance,  that  Minifters  flxould  propofeta^ 
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pafs  to  the  order  of  the  day  when  a  queftion  was  brought  before  the 
Houfe,  What  had  been  the  conduct  of  a  German  Prince  who  had 
received  a  lage  fum  of  money  from  thi^  country,  and  at  a  moment 
when  it  was  in  agitation  to  give  a  much  larger  (um  to  another  Ger- 
man Prince  ?  The  right  honourable  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  argued,  that  no  conclufion  could  be  dtawn  from  the  violation 
of  treaty  of  His  Pruflian  Majefty,  with  refpcft  to  the  condu<5t  of 
another  German  Sovereign,  on  whofe  faith  no  reliance  could  be 
placed,  even  ftili  lefs  than  on  that  of  the  King  of  Pruffia.  Were  h; 
obliged  to  decide  in  w^hich  of  the  two  he  fliould  place  confidence,  he 
fliould  be  difpofcd  to  give  the  preference  to  the  latter. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  declared,  that  he  could  not  fit 
ftill  and  fee  gentlemen  fo  miftaken  in  their  ftatements*  He  had 
paid  particular  attention  to  the  fubjeft,  and  had  formed  his  opinion 
from  documents  which  he  had  reafon  to  know  to  be  authentic.  The 
right  honourable  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  ftatcd,  that  the 
King  of  Priiflia  had  not  adequat(ily  performed  the  engagements  of 
his  treaty.  In  anfwer  to  this,  he  had  to  remark  that,  fubfequent 
to  that  treaty,  a  very  great  change  of  circumftances  had  taken  place  ; 
and,  from  a  particular  inveftigation  of  the  bufinefs,  he  was  firmly 
perfuaded  that  the  King  of  PrulTia  had  rendered  much  more  mate- 
rial fervice  to  the  common  caufe  by  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
acted,  than  he  could  have  done  by  the  moft  fcrupulous  adherence 
to  his  original  engagements. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  faid  it  was  of  great  importance,  before  the 
Houfe  agreed  to  fend  money  to  one  German  dcfpot,  to  determine 
what  had  been  done  in  return  for  the  money  fent  to  another.     The 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  admitted  that  the  laft  had   not* 
adequately  performed  his  engagements.     The  ^  honourable  gentle- 
man who  had  juft  fat  down,  had  aflferted  that  he  had  much  more 
efFeSually  ferved  the  common  caufe  than  by  the  moft  rigid  adhe- 
rence to  the  terms  of  thfc  treaty.     There  was  the  moft  convincing 
reafon  to  believe,  that  the  views  of  the  Emperor  and  of  the  King 
of  Pruffia,  were  entirely  fimilar  ;  that  they  were  both  engaged  in  a 
common  caufe,  the  dcteftable  projed  of  fubjugating  Poland.     He 
intreated  the  Houfe  to  paufe  before  they  agreed  to  fanclion  this  laft 
defperate  meafure.     He  ftatcd,  as  a  moft  alarming  circumftance, 
that  Minifters  would  ftand  up  in  their  place  unaba(l;cd  by  a  fenfe 
of  their, erroneous  and  wretched   policy,  and  unconvinced  by  the 
experience  of  the  repeated  calamities  into  which  they  had  plunged 
^   this  once  powerful,  refpeded,  and  happy,  but  now  enfeebled,  dif- 
graced,  and  miferablc  ccuntrj'* 
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Mr*  FOX  ftated,  that  any  doubt  of  the  prc^ety  of  the  difcuflioft 
brought  forward  by  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Sheridan)  was  ncnfr^ 
done  away  by  the  affertion  of  the  honourable  Baronet,  to  whofe  opirj 
nion  be  (hould  always  pay  refpe<3,  more  particularly  when  he  aiTureil 
the  Houfc  that  it  w^s  formed  from  authentic  documents,  that  thd 
King  of  Prufliabad  much  more  cffedlually  Icrved  die  comnion  caufe^ 
than  if  he  had  aded  in  ftridl  copipliance  with  the  terms  of  tha 
(treaty.     It  was  of  confequence  to  difcufe  whether  Minifters  had  b 
ynuch  miftaken  the  interefts  of  this  country,  that  the  only  advan^ 
jage  arifing  from  the  treaty,  was  derived  from  the  non-complianai 
of  the  King  of  Pruflia.      It  was  more  particularly  neceffaiy  to  diA 
cufs  this  topic,  as  what  had  been  heldt^ut  might  ferve  as  an  example, 
to  induce  the  Emperor  to  treat  and  ftipulate,  in  order  to  obtain  tht 
money,  and  afterwards  to  conceive  that  he  might  moft  efFeftually 
ferve  the  common  caufc,  by  not  complying  with  the  engagements  inia 
which  he  {hould  enter.     He  might  conceive  himfelf  authorifed  t»- 
employ  that  pioney  in  his  own  way,  and  according  to  his  own  ideal 
of  policy  and  prudence,  not  for  Englilh  purpofcs,  or  in  fubfervieoea 
to  Englifli  ideas.     He  might  conceive,  that  perhaps  the  beft  way  to 
deftroy  thofe  French  principles,  againft  which  the  war  was  carried 
on,  was  to  apply  the  money  which  he  fliould  receive  from^this 
country,  to  the  difmemberment  of  Poland-     Such  was  the  objed 
afTigned  in  all  the  memorials  of  the  Emprefs  of  RuiTia,  for  her  a>n- 
dudt  to  that  unhappy  country.     And  if  there  ftill  remained  in  it  oat 
fmaU  fpark  of  liberty,  one  latent   principle  of  patriotifm,  and  he 
was  well  perfuaded  that  there  did,  for  he  knew  of  how  little  avail 
pikes,  guns,  and  fvvords,  and  all  the  engines  of  defpptifm  were,  t9 
fubdue  the  urconqierable  flame  of  freedom — the  ardent  glow  of  pa» 
triotifm — he  might  think  that  EngUfli  money  could  be  no  way  fo 
well  applied  as  to  extinguilh  the  laft  remaining  embers  of  thefc  vir- 
tuous and  noble  fentiments.     This  opinion  of  the  honourable  Ba- 
ronet deferved  to  be  difcufled'in  another  jpoint  of  view.      If  the  King 
of  Pruflia,  by  declining  to  comply  with  our  ftipulations,  if  by  fol- 
lowing his  own  judgement,  he  had  a<9:cd  heft  for  the  common  caufc^ 
it  was  not.  merely  proper  that  we  (hould  vindicate  his  condu<ft  from 
ftigma,  but  that  we  (hould  vote  him  fome  extraordinary  motioa  of 
thanks.      We  had  ftipulated  with  him  to  furnifii  men,  money,  and 
artillery.     He  had  fumiflied  what  was  of  much  more  confequence, 
wifdom  to  Minifters,  and  abilities  for  carrying  on  the  war.     But  in 
oppolition  to  the  opinion  of  the  honourable  Baronet,  the  right  ho* 
nourable  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  admitted,  thatthe  King 
of  Prufliabad  not  done  all  that  might  have  been  expciSled.     If  thif 
was  die  cafe,  it  was  fit  tiiat  the  Houfe  ihculd  declare  it  to  their  con- 
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ffitucnts  ;  it  was  fit  that 'they  (hould  fay,  "  Wc  have  given  you^ 
money,  as  we  thought,  wifely  ;  the  event  has  proved  to  be  other- 
-irife,  and  we  have  only  to  r^ret  that  no  adequate  fervices  have^ 
fceen  afforded  in  return."  It  would  then  only  remain  to  inquire, 
rfrevious  ^o  any  difcuflion  of  the  order  of  the  day,  whether,  at  the 
^riod  of  forming  the  treaty,  it  was  poffible  to  forefee  the  failure 
Vvhich  had  fince  taken  place,  and  whether,  if  the  fervices  afford- 
ed had  been  inadequate,  nothing  better  could  have  been  done  by  his  , 
'Pruflian  Majefty  ?  , 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  adverted   to   Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt's  having 
j  complained  of  the  time  at  which  he  had  biought  forward  his  motion  ; 
I  from  the  fort  of  notice  which  he  had  formerly  given,  the  right  ho- 
j  uourable  gentleman  might  naturally  have  expefted  that  this  was  the 
very  day  which  he  would  have  chofen  for  that  purpofe.     An  ho- 
i\ourable  Baronet  had  ftated  that  he  had  made  up  his  opinion  from 
extenfive  materials.     What  was  the  fituation  of  the  country  when 
Minifters  refufed  to  give  the  information  to  that  Houfe,  which  they 
'had  communicated  to  an  individual  ?  They  furely  had  a  right  to  be 
informed  how  the  King  of  Pruflia  had  a6led  much  better  for  the 
common  caufe,  than  if  he  had  kept  the  terms  of  the  treaty.     How- 
ever problematical  the   pofition  might  appear,  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  there  were  two  individuals,  the  worthy  Baronet  and  his 
Pruflian  Majefty,  who  exadlly  coincided  in  that  fentiment.     He 
again  quoted  the  authority   of  the    Emperor,  who  ftated  that  the 
Pruflian  troops  miglit   have  been  employed  to  great  advantage  in 
Brabant.      He  explained  his  former  allufion  to  the  Pruflian  treaty  . 
with  regard  to  the  immediate  co-operation  of  the  Britifti  and  Pruflian 
troops,  as  exadlly  conformable  to  the  fpirit  by  which  that  treaty  was 
diftated.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  he,  by 
his  motion,  had  pledged  himfelf  to  vote  for  the  Imperial  loan. — 
No  conclufion  could  poflibly  be^  more  unfair.      It  would  have  been 
the  moft  indecent  and  unparliamentary  thing  for  him  to  give  any 
<^imon  on  that  loan,  before  he  had  heard  the  arguments  by  which 
it  was  fupported  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  the  fecurity 
^vhich  its  ftipulations  afforded  to  the  country.     But  froih  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  Minifter  had  conduced  himfelf  that  day  by  refort- 
ing  to  the  order  of  the  day,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  refolution  which 
he  had  moved,  and  refufing  to  declare  to  the  country  the  violation 
<^f  faith  on  the  part  of  the  King  of  Pruflia,  a  violation  which  they 
If^^ere  themfelves  compelled  to  admit,  he  pledged  himfelf  that  this 
fcpuld  be  the  laft  loan  to  which  he  would  give  his  afient.  ' 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  explained  as  to  two  points  :  that 
tc  had  never  aflerted  that  he  had  derived  his  information  from  any 
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ttecumcnts  of  Minifters,  but  ftom  others  which  he  had  realfon  to  be- 
lieve equally  authentic. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  alfo  explained. 
General  SMITH  entered  his  proteft  againft  the  conduft  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  in  bringing  forward  a  motion  without  having 
given  the  Members  notice  to  prepare  themfelves  for  the  difcuflion. 
Oh  this  ground,  he  would  vote  for  the  order  of  the  day.  At  the 
'  feme  time,  he  expreffcd  his  difapprobation  of  the  conduft  of  the 
King  of  Pruflia.  He  reminded  tlie  Houfe,  that  when  the  motion 
was  rtiade  to  fubfidize  the  62,000  Pruflian  troops,  he  had  expre"ffcd 
his  regret  that  the  (ituation  of  affairs  was  fuch,  as  to  require  fo  large 
a  force  for  the  prote<Si6n  of  Flanders.  If  thefe  trOops  had  arrived 
at' the  period  appointed,  he  was  perfuaded  that  things  would  not  have 
heen  as  they  were  at  prefent. 

Colonel  MAITLAND  replied  to  General  Smith,  and  expreffcd 
liis  hope  that  Mr.  Sheridan  would  take  another  opportunity  to  bring 
forward  his  motion. 

Colonel  CLINTOI^  entered  into  a  detail  of  the  operations  of  the 
campaign  ;  but  in  fo  low  a  tone  of  voice,  that  we  w^ere  unable  to 
follow  him  in  the  courfe  of  his  argument. 

General  TARLETON  faid,  that  he  did  not  know  from  what 
quarter  the  honourable  Baronet  had  derived  his  information  with 
refped  to  the  conduft  of  the  King  of  Pruflia  ;  whether  from  mili- 
tafy  docunients,  or  from  the  converfation  of  military  rhen.  It  was 
Very  eafy,  however,  to  refute  what  he  had  afferted,  by  a  fimpic 
ftatement  of  fads.  It  was  notorious  that  the  mod  brilliant  arrange- 
merits  had  been  miade  for  the  opening  of  the  laft  campaign.  A 
confidential  perfon  had  been  fcnt  ftom  General  Cobourg,  and  it  was 
well  authenticated  that  a  principal  part  of  the  plan  of  Mack  was 
founded  upon  the  fuppofed  co-operation  of  the  Pruflian  troops.  If 
thefe  troops  had  been  brought  up  according  to  the  ftipulations  of 
<he  treaty,  the  greateft  advantages  might  have  been  derived  to  the 
common  caufe,  which  now  had  fo  materially  fuflfered  from  their 
defeftion. 

The  queftion  wais  then  put  on  the  motion  of  the  ChanccUor  of 
the  Exchequer,  to  pafs  to  the  order  of  the  day  ; 

Ayes,   128  ;  Noes,   33.     Majority,  95. 
The  order  of  the  day  being  moved,  for  taking  His  Majcfty*8 
meflage  into  confideration,  it  was  accordingly  read. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  before  moving  the  addrcfs  in 
anfwer  to  His  Majcfly's  meflage,  he  fliould  call  the  attention  of  the 
Hoiife  to  the  important  circumftances  in  which  it  was  brought  for- 
ward.    The  meffage  related  to  a  ncgociatioh  going  on,  not  yet 
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finally  adjuflccL     It  was  evident,  therefore,  that  the  commimica- 
tion  would  not  fcivc  been  made,  except  from  jxrculiar  circumftanccs, 
and  the  neec0i^  of  public  bufinefs.     It  was  obvious,  that  it  would 
sot  be  proper  much  longer  to  delay  providing  the  fupplies  for  the 
fervice  of  the  year.     If  His  Majefty  (hould  agree  to  guaranty  the 
propofed  loan  to  the  Emperor,  it  was  a  fubj|<Sl  intimately  conncdled 
with  the  queftion  of  the  fupplies.     It  was  proper,  therefore,  that  the 
bufin^fs  £hould  be  known  as  early  as  pdTible,  in  order  not  to  keep 
die  Public  in  fufpenfe,  with  refped  to  the  future  fituation  of  the. 
country.     He  was  extremely  happy  at  the  opportunity  now  afforded 
by  His  Majefty 's  meffage,  to  difcufs  the  general  principle  of  the  mea- 
fure  which  had  already  been  collaterally  adverted  to  in  the  courfe  of 
the  debates.     It  would  be  impoffible  to  enter  into  the  details  of  the 
nieaAu'e  till  the  negociation  fhould  be  concluded.     If  the  queftion 
was  now  to  decide,  whether  it  was  proper  for  His  Majefty  to  gua- 
rantee a  loan  for  a  particular  force,  tiicre  were  three  points  to  be 
confidered.      I  ft.  The 'utility  of  the 'Co- operation  of  Auftrb.     2d, 
The  fecurity  for  the  performance  of  the  ftipulations.     And,   3d^ 
Whether  the  rifle  of  the  loan  itfelf  was  greater  than  the  probable  ad- 
vantage to  be  derived  from  the  meafurc  ?    The  firft  of  thefe  quef^ 
tions,  die  general  policy  of  the  mcafure,  was  the  moft  material,  and 
that  which  he  ftiould  moft  fully  difcufs.     Great  as  had  been  the 
prejudices  attempted  to  be  raifed  on  the  fubjedt,  he  trufted  to  be' 
able  to  refute  them  by  the.  ftatement  of  a  few  Ample  points.    Thefe 
were,   ift,  The  impoflibility  of  procuring  peace  in  the  prefent  mo- 
nient,  whidi  had  been  admitted  by  a  great  majority  of  that  Houfe. 
2dly,  The  great  and  powerful  exertions  which  had  been  recommend- 
ed even  by  thofe  who  advifed  a  negociation.     We  ought,  thirdly, 
to  cohfider  the  enemy  with  whom  we  had  to  contend ;  an  enemy 
powerful  in  men  and  refources,  and  with  whom  this  country  had 
never  fo  fuccefsfuUy  combated,  as  when  its  maritime  ftrength  had 
been  aided  by  the  judicious  application  of  a  land  force  on  the  Conti- 
nent, in  order  to  weaken  and  divide  the  exertions  of  our  opponents. 
If  Aich  was  the  character  of  thofe  with  whom  we  had  to  contend, 
perfons,  who  had  found  a  fubftitutc  for  money,   by  reforting  to  re- 
fcurces,  which  he,  however,  contended  could  not  be  permanent, 
^ho  had  raifed  an  jmraenfe  land  force  by  the  aid  of  requifitions, 
^d  who  liad  been  able  to  make  greater  naval  exertions  than  at  any 
former  period,  it  was  neceffary  that  we  fliould  oppofe  to  them  the 
&«ne  means  which  they  employed  againft  us.     If  he  was  afkcd, 
^here  was  the  money  to  combat  their  refources  ?    AVhere  was  the 
land  force  to  encounter  their  requifitions  ?    Where  was  the  navy  to 
«iaintain  its  fuperiority  on  the  fea  ?  Such  was  the  proud  fituation  of 
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this  happy  ifland  ;  all  thefe  were  to  be  found  in  Great  Britain.— 
If  there  was  any  deficiency,  it  was  in*  the  number  of  our  land 
forces.  It  was  neceffary,  therefore,  •  that  for  thefe  we  (hould  look 
to  fome  great  Power  on  the  Continent.  And  to  whom  could  we 
look  but  to  the  Emperor  ?  Both  from  the  extenfive  means  which 
he  poffefled,  from  his  l^al  fituation,  from  the  military  charafter 
of  his  fubjedts,  and  from  his  intereft  in  the  profecution  of  the  pre- 
fent  conteft,  an  intereft  which,  as  he  would  (hew,  was  increafcd 
by  the  difficulties  and  difafters  which  he  had  already  experienced. 
That  nothing  was  to  be  hoped  from  treaty,  was  fufficiently  evinced 
by  the  dreadful  example  that  had  lately  been  exhibited,  that  there 
was  no  fecurity  even  from  a  peace  which  promifed  to  be  concluded 
within  a  few  weeks.  If  the  road  of  conqucft  was  found  to  be 
fhortcr  than  that  of  negociation  ;  if  we  looked  for  a  Power  who  was 
intereftcd  in  the  prefervation  of  the  Italian  States,  and  to  defend 
thofe  provinces  from  the  encroachments  of  the  French,  whofc  inte- 
reft it  was  to  defepd  Savoy,  and  preferve  Piedmont,  the  Emperor 
was  that  Power.  If  we  wanted  a  Power  who  would  defend  Spain, 
or  be  a  barrier  to  (he  French  in  the  Low  Coimtries  ;  for  all  thefe 
<5bje6ts  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  was  concerned.  ,  The  Emperor  tws 
that  Power  with  whom  we  would  naturally  delire  an  alliance,  if 
thofe  objects  were  worthy  our  regard.  Could  this  country  fubmit 
to  a  fituation  w:hich,  while  it  remained  in  the  hands  of  France,  de- 
prived us  of  the  fources  of  our  wealth,  and  precluded  the  intercourfc 
of  our  commerce  ? 

But  he  did  not  merely  reft  upon  this  argument,  arifing  out  of  the 
general  fituation  of  Europe.  It  was  an  objet^  of  policy  to  increafe 
our  force  when  confidered  as  adding  upon  our  enemy  in  another  mode. 
For  what  he  was  now  to  mention  with  refpedt  to  the  fituation  of 
France,  he  had  the  admiflions  of  perfons  who  could  not  be  fufpeM 
of  giving  an  unfavourable  ftatement.  He  had  the  admiflTion  of  Tal- 
lien  himfelf,  corroborated  by  feveral  other  Commiffioners  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  Convention,  that  the  internal  preffure  of  France  \vas 
fuch,  that  it  could  not  long  be^fupported,  unlefs  the  immenfe  nfiafs 
of  paper  currency  was  reduceijh  There  exifted  no  way  of  diminiih- 
ing  this  mafs,  but  by  a  diminution  of  their  expences,  and  thofe  ex- 
pcnces  could  not  be  lefTened,  unlefs  their  forces  were  reduced. 
Since  the  time  that  this  ftatement  was  made,  the  preffiire  upon  the 
interior  had  increafed  ten-fold,  and  ever  fince  tlie  firft  day  of  this 
feflTion  of  Parliament,  as  far  as  we  had  regular  accounts,  things  were 
dieclining  to  that  point  which  muft  terminate  in  ruin.  The  qacffion 
then  came  to  this,  will  you  abandon  this  mode  of  diftreflSng  your 
enemy,  a  mode  which,  upon  their  own  confeffion,  will  have  the  mo» 
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fore  operation  ?  It  was  neceffary,  therefore,  that  we  (hould  keep 
them  up  to  the  fame  fcale  of  exertions,  which  muft  ultimately  be  fatal 
to  their  refources,  and  that  by.  bringing  into  the  field  a  force  equal 
to  any  which  they  could  poflibly  fupply,  counteract  their  profefled 
objedi,  to  make  peace  with  fome  countries,  in  order  that  with  a 
reduced  eftablifliment  they  might  more  fuccefsfully  carry  on  the  war 
againft  others.  It  was  probable  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  would  not 
come  forward  with  the  fame  force  as  during  the  laft  campaign. 
This  ought  to  operate  as  a  ground  for  double  exertions  on  the  part 
of  this  country.  The  queflion  was  whether  we  would  be  parties  to 
tfieir  fcheme  of  policy,  by  allowing  the  Emperor  to  withdraw  his 
force  for  the  want  of  pecuniary  afliftance,  by  thus  affording  frefh 
encouragement  to  the  French  in  the  profccution  of  the  war,  or  ac- 
celerating a  peace  which  muft  in  its  iflue  be  fatal*  to  Europe,  and 
ruinous  to  this  country  ;  moft  particularly  againft  England  was  their 
enmity  direded.  It  was  with  the  wifh  to  purfue  the  war  againft 
this  country  with  unabated  rancour,  that  they  defired  peace  with  the 
other  powers  of  the  confederacy.  This  argument  brought  him  to 
the  third  point ;  the  prefervation  of  our  naval  fuperiority.  There 
feemed  an  unanimous  fentiment  to  pervade  the  whole  Houfe,  that 
our  naval  exertions  Ihould  be  limited  by  nothing  fhort  of  our  power 
of  continuing  them  ;  but  when  the  gentlemen  on  the  oppofite  fide 
oppofed  this  mcafure^  upon  the  principle  of  its  cramping  the  navy, 
they  oppofed  it  upon  erroneous  views  of  the  fubjedt.  The  propo- 
sition on  the  contrary  was  attended  with  benefit  to  the  navy.  The 
queflion  now  did  not  lay  between. the  navy  and  the  Auftrian  loan. 
It  was  not  whether  the  naval  intereft  fhould  be  facrificed  to  the 
Auftrian  loan  ;  but  it  was,  whether  after  all  the  exertions  ufed  for 
Ae  increafe  of  the  navy,  they  would  not  give  fuch  afliftance  as  would 
be  attended  with  benefit  to  the  common  caufe,  and  even  indiredly 
promote  the  intereft  of  the  navy  ?  There  were  two  ways  by  which 
We  maintained  our  fuperiority  at  fea  :  firft,  by  increafing  our  own 
marine  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  which  wc  were  capable,  and  then  by 
purfuing  fuch  meafures  as  in  their  probable  confequences  would  have 
tendency^  to-weaken  the  naval  ftrength  of  the  enemy.  If  by  means, 
of  afliftance  granted' to  the  Emperor,  he  brought  into  the  field 
^00,000  men,  the  French  could  not  pay  that  attention  to  their 
marine  which  otherwiie  they  would  ;  confequently  their  exertions 
would  be  diminiflied,  and  our  fuperiority  on  the  ocean  would  be 
much  greater  than  if  their  attention  was  not  withdrawn  from  their 
na\7,  and  neceflfarily  dirsded  to  their  military  eftablifliment. 
Taking  the  queflion  in  both  thefe  points' of  view,  it  was  highly 
beneficial.      He  would  next  examine  what  objeolions  could  be 
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brought  ;^n£l  the  itieafure ;  or  fudi  objeAbns  aa  he  bad  heard 
vrgcd  in  formcf  converfetions  upon  the  fubjeft.     The  firft  wa«, 
as  to  the  reafonable  affurances  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  ftipulations  of 
the  treaty ;  and,  fccondly,  the  chance  of  the  burden  falling  upon  us 
ultimately,  fuppofing  the  Emperor  fhould  fail  in  his  payment  of  th? 
loan.     To  the  firft  point>  a  curious  fort  of  argument  had  been  in- 
troducedy  which,  if  pufhcd  to  its  extent,  would  end  in  the  annilri- 
lation  of  all  fyftcms  of  alliance.     It  was  argued,  that  the  King  of 
Pruffia  had  broken  his  treaty,  and,  therefore,  we  (hould  not  enter 
into  treaty  with  any  other  power.  ^One  gentleman,  in  the  harfh  lan- 
guage peculiar  to  him  when  he  fpoke  of  our  allies,  had  faid  we  were 
not  to  treat  with  one  dcfpot,  when  we  had  been  deceived  by  a  for- 
mer:  an  argument  that  could  not  be  admitted  to  the  extent  in  which 
it  had  been  urged,  except  we  were  to  renounce  all  alliance,  and 
expunge  every  treaty  from  the  annals  of  nations.    We  cculd  never 
enter  into  any  treaty  with  any  Monarch  or  Defpot,  for  fo  the  ho- 
nourable gcnikman  had  chofe  to  call  them,  becaufe  we  had  oiet 
with  one  inftancc  of  breach  of  faith.     To  this  the  principle  rauft 
g<^  unlefs  it  could  be  dated,  that,  becaufe  the  King  of  Pruflia  ha(| 
failed  in  the  year  1794,  therefore,  the  Emperor  of  Germany  was 
not  to  be  trufled  in  the  year  1795;  or  that  the  difference  of  times 
wade  fonie  difference  as  to  the  principle.     He  was  glad,  however, 
in  fbme  degree  to  find  tliis  principle  abandoned,  and  the  fubje<3 
matter  of  enquiry  now  was,  whether  We  had  fuch  reafonable  grounds 
of  afllirance,  as  by  wife  and  experienced  ftatefmen,  had  before  been 
thought  fufficient  to  fecure  the  performance  of  the  conditions  of  a 
treaty.     What,  he  afkcd,  were  the  general  grounds  of  alliance  be- 
twccn  nations  ? ,  Confidence  in  their  good  faith,  a  fenfc  of  common 
intereft,,and  an  apparent  fincere  inclination  to  fulfil  their  engagements. 
On  thefe  grounds  he  proceeded  to  defend  the  fincerity  of  the  Erope- 
lor.     The  faith  of  Auftria  had  been  attacked,  and  declared  to  be 
notorioufly  bad ;  but,  in  his  opinion,  the  liiftory  of  that  country 
would  (hew  her  to  be  faithful  to  her  engagements,  except  in  a  period 
of  about  two  years,  which  had  been  remarked  as  a  departure  from 
her  general  condu61.     But  could  we  imagine,  that  we  had  no  reli- 
ance upon  the  intereft  of  the  Emperor  ?  He  was  under  the  prcfling 
calls  of  intereft  and  honour,  to  make  refpcQable  efforts  of  defence. 
Pride,  honour,  and  intereft,  all  ftimulated  him  to  the  mo&  cf- 
ie6tual  means  of  exerting  himfelf  with  effeS.     Could  we  fuppt^fct 
that  he  would  remain  content  to  fee  the  French  in  pofTefllon  of  th« 
Low  Countries  ?  Would  he  tamely  view  their  encroachments  in 
Germany,  or  quietly  remain  a  fpe^Satoir  of  thek  conqueft*  in  Italy  J 
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Was  their  preponderance  in  the  fcalc  of  Europe,  a  matter  of  vo 
concern  to  him  ? 

As   far  as  depended  upon  the  difpofition  of  the  Emperor,  he 
thought   much  of  that  was  manifcfted  by  the  circumftance  of  his 
having  now  applied  to  borrow  money  at  a  large  rate  of  intercft,  after 
cxhaufting  and  burdening  himfdf  with  the  expences  of  three  cam* 
Jj^igns  ;  had  we  not  reafon  to  fuppofe  he  was  perfcflly  inclined  to 
co-operate  with  us,  when,  after  the  events  which  had  rcccntiy 
happened,  he  was  not  difcourag^d,  but  joined  with  us  in  the  defence 
of  Holland  and  the  Rhine,  by  which  the  progrefsxrf"  the  French  had 
been  retarded  ?  It  was  not  by  this  loanfeparately,  that  the  Emperor 
could    make  thofe  exertions  ;  at  this  moment,  he  was  employing 
every  means  to  raife,  upon  his  own  dominions,  taxes  to  be  directed 
to  the  fervice  of  the  war ;  and  making  the  grcateft  exertions  in  call- 
fcg  upon  his  fubjeifts  to  come  forward  with  their  contributions,  in 
aid  of  the  pecuniary  affiftance  which  he  might  receive  from  -ihii 
country.     With  refpeft  to  the  queftion  of  fecurrty,  was  the  fum 
of  "fix  millions  to  be  allowed  to  come  in  competition  with  the  ac* 
^uifition  of  the  whole  Auftriah  force  ?      If  we  compared  die  fum 
tvith  the  riamber  of  troops  to  be  employed,  we  (hould  find  that  it 
Was  purcheifing  their  affiftance  very  reafonably-     Though  this  loan 
Was  not  adequate  by  itfelf  to  bear  the  expenccs  of  fach  a  tmmbcr 
of  troops  ;  yet,  if  it  was  granted,  the  refoutces  of  Auftria  which, 
without  its  affiftance  tnuft  remain  inadive,  would  be  brought  into 
adion ;  and  there  were  ftrong  grounds  to  believe  that  the  exertions 
of  the  Emperor,  laft  campaign,  had  not  been  limitedby  inclination, 
but  by  defe6t  of  means.   If  the  facft  were  even  to  be  that  the  expence 
was  ultimately  to  fall  6n  this  eountry,  it  would  not  be  urtwife  nor 
impolitie,  after  having  increafed  our  own  army  and  navy  to  the 
Btmoft,  that  we  fliould,  by  adding  to  the  refources  of  Auftria,  en- 
able her  to  bring  into  adtion  a  formidable  army,  which  ofhertvife 
Would  remain  inactive.     This  loan  was  made  in  the  face  of  the 
public,  and  folemnly  and  deliberately  concluded  in  the  eyes  of  all 
Europe.     Tkc  conduft  of  Auftria  had  never  been  fuch  as  to  infer 
that  ftie  would,  forgetting  honour,  juftice,  and  policy,  barefacedly 
break  the  conditions  folemnly  entered  into.     In  her  pecuniary  eh- 
gagements,  ihc  was  interefted  above  all  others,  and  a  breach  of 
feith  in  them  would  be  attended  with  confequences  deftruSivc  to 
herfelf.     She  had  ever  been  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  loans  ;  and 
ftom  her  fituation  in  Europe,  it  was  improbable  .and  impoffiible  (he 
tould  always  maintain  it  without,,  at  fome  future  day,  again  en-     , 
fcring  into  a  fimilar  tranfaition.     With  fuch  a  .necefffty  xmdcr  her. 
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view,  could  (he  give  that  fatal  blow  to  her  credit  which  (he  muft 
give  if  (he  broke  with  this  country  ?  On  thefe  general  grounds, 
he  concluded  (he* was  unlikely  to  adopt  fuch  a  condu6t.     The  right 

*  honourable  gentleman  defended  the  propriety  of  continental  connec- 
tions, and  obfervcd  that  a  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  tohim 
(Mr.  Fox),  in  his  whole  political  career,  had  very  .ftrenuoufly  de- 
fended the  propriety  of  them  alfo.  He  had  accufed  other  Minifters 
of  leaving  the  country  deftitute  of  allies,  and  without  thofe  powerful 
connections  on  the  continent,  which. were  effcntially  beneficial  to 
the  interefts  of  this  country.  Befides  all  thefe  confiderations,  the 
treaty  would  contain  ftipulations,  providing,  that  for  every  three 
hundred  pounds  advanced,  an  obligation  upon  the  Bank  of  Vienna 
for  four  hundred  would  be  tranfmitted  to  this  country,  and  thq 
privilege  would  alfo  be  fecured,  to  fue  the  Emperor  in  his  own  here- 
ditary  territories,  according  to  the  eftablifhed  forms  of  the  Courts 
of  Juftice.  Was  it  likely  that,  with  fuch  privilege  vefted  in  us,, 
the  Emperor,  in  order  to  refift  its  operations,  would,  in  the  prcfent 
lituation  of  Europe,  be  induced  to  trample  upon  every  form  of  law, 
and  to  defeat  every  principle  of  juftice  ?  If  after  all  he  was  afted, 
if  there  was  norifk,  he  was  not  prepared  to  make  this,  affertion; 
but  that  the  confidcration  of  rilk  (hould  be  allowed  in  every  inftancc 
to  counteradl  every  probable  ground  of  hope,  was  a  principle  to 
which  he  could  never  affcnt,  and  that  the  advantage  likely  to  refult 

^  from  the  prefent  meafure  was  fuch  as  greatly  to  over-balance  any  rift 
with  which  it  might  be  attended,  was  the  cleareft  propofition  that  had 
ever  prefented  itfelf  to  his  mind.     He  concluded  with  moving, 

That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty,  to  return  His 
Majefty  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  his  moll  gracious  meflage,  and  for 
his  copdefcenfion  and  goodnefs  in  having  been  pleafed  to  communicate 
to  us  the  ftate  of  the  negociation  in  which  His  Majcfty  has  engaged  witk 
the  Emperor :  \ 

To  alTure  His  Majefty  that,  when  His  Majcfty  fliall  be  enabled,  accord- 
ing to  his  gracious  intention,  to  lay  before  us  the  refult  o£  that  negocia- 
tion, and  the  arrangement  relative  to  the  temporary  advances  made  by 
His  Majefty  in  the  latter  part  of  the  laft  campaign,  we  fliall  proceed  to 
t^ike  the  fubjed  into  our  further  confidcration  with  the  ferious  attcntioa 
which  it  will  deferve  :  that,  in  the  mean  time,  we  think  it  our  duty  to 
cxprefs  to  His  Majefly  the  ftrong  fenfe  we  entertain  of  the  advantage 
which  might  be  derived  to  the  common  caufcfrom  the  vigorous  co-ope- 
ration of  a  powerful  Auftrian  army  in  the  next  campaign;  and  to  oflfcrout 
humble  opinion  to  His  Miijclly,  that,  if  it  (hould  appear  likely  that  that 
-'advantage  may  be  effedually  fecured  by  enabling  His  Majclly  to  gut" 
rapty,  under  proper  conditions,  a  loan  t©  be  raifed  by  the  Emperor,  td 
fuch  an  amount  as  may  be  thought  rcafonable  and  proportioned  to  Ac 
extent  of  his  efforts,  the  adoption  of  fuch  a  meafure  maybe  cflcBtiaUj 
conducive  to  the  immediate  interefts  of  His  Majelly's  lubJD^  U  w* 
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conjundure,  and  to  the  great  objcfl  of  rc-cftablifliinjr,  on  a  fecare  and 
pcnnanent  foundation,  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  thefc  kingdoms, 
aod  of  £urope« 

Mr.  FOX  faid   that,  after  what  had  liappened  in  that  Houfc 
to-night,  he  hoped  he  (hould  not  now  be  confidered  as  exulting 
inthcjcalamities  of  his  countr}%  if  before  he  fpoke  upon  this  fub- 
jcft,  he  defircd  the  Houfe  to  ad%xrt  to  what  he  faid  in  the  courfe 
of  die  laft  feflion  of  Parliament.      He  begged  of  the  Houfe  alfo  not 
to  fuppofe  that  he  was  now  fpeaking  the  language  of  peeyiflinefs,  and 
as  he  had  been  told  on  a   former  occafion  he  was  doing,  w^hen  he 
talked  of  the  calamities  of  this  country.     He  hoped  the  Houf« 
would  give  him  credit  for  what  he  faid,  that  we  were  this  day  in  a 
calamitous  lituation.     This  was  what  the  Houfe  ought  to  feel  when 
they  were  called  upon  to  vote  away,    by  millions  at  a  time,    the 
money  of  the  people  of  this  country.     Hdiopcd  and  truftcd  that 
the  Houfe  would  do  him  the  juftice  he  defcrvcd,  more  he  did  not 
aflc,  which  was  to  refledl  that  Icfs  than  twelve  months  ago,  at  that 
unfortunate  period  when  Parliament  agreed  on  granting  a  fubfidy 
to  the  Kir^  of  Pniflia,    he  called  upon   that  Houfe  not  to  adoptx 
fuch  a  meafure ;  and  he  faid,  that  large  as  tnc  fum  wa^  which  was 
I   then  aikcd  for  that  fubfidy,  the  confequence  would  be,    if  it  wa« 
-granted,  that  applications  would  come  from  other  quarters,  and  to 
a  ftill  larger  amoant      Had  not  the  event  this  day  juftified  what  he 
faid?  He  laid  no  claim  to  applaufe  for  what  he  faid  on  that  occa- 
fion ;    there  appeared  to  him  no  extraordinary  fagacity  required  to 
make  the  prcdi<Sion,  ^s  it  was  termed ;  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
the  natural  refult  of  what  was  then  going  on.     The  Minifter  had 
^mmenced  his  fpeech  upon  the  fubjeft  now  before  the  Houfe,  with' 
fomc  general  obfervations  upon  the  policy  of  this  cout\trf  having 
certain  continental  alliances ;   he  was  ready  to  own,  that  in  a  view 
.of  general  policy,  it  was  prudent  with  regard  to  the  inte^eft  of  this 
country,  and  efpecially  in  oppofition  to  France,  that  continental  al- 
liance for  us  was  a  general  good  rule,  ^)ut  like  all  good  rules,  it  was 
fubjcd  to  modificatfon  by  circumftances  ;  to  be  To  bigoted  in  at- 
tachment to  any  ruple  as  not  to  allow  that  circumftances  might  alter 
it,  was  the  hi^heft  abfurdity  in  politics.     The  Minifter  had  ex- 
preffed  a  great  diflike  to  .the  pradtice  of  pufhing  arguments  to  ex- 
tremes, and  yet  he  himfelf  had  carried  his  arguments  to  extreme* 
indeed.     As  to  the  good  faith  of  the  Emperor,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he 
never  did  put  an  argument  to  that  ciBttnt,  nor  had  he  any  neceffity 
ibr  doing  fo  in- making  obfetvations  on  the  treaties  into  which  this 
country  ted  entered  fincc  the  prefcnt  war;  he  thought  he  could  fee 
a  clofer  connciSHon  bctwCcnPruffia  and  Axiftria,  in  the  way  of  treaty 
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for  fubfidy  from  this  countiy,  than  between  Carthage  and  the  Em- 
peror. With  regard  to  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid 
to-night,  he  aflced  the  Houfe  if  they  did  not  recolledl  that  laft  year 
on  the  Pruflian  Treaty,  it  had  been  word  for  word  repeated.   This 
Ihewed  us  that  the  opinion  of  the  Minlfter  was  never  to.be  altered 
by  events  ;  and  here  he  muft  advert  a  little  to  what  the  Minifter 
had  faid  laft  year  upon  the  fubjcft  of  the  Pruflian  treaty.     He  faid 
then  a  great  deal  upon  the  faith  of  the  King  of  Pruflia,  his  intereft 
and  his  inclination  ;  upon  that  occafion,  much  w^s  faid  on  the 
fame  of  the  King  of  Pruflia,  and  the  fecurity  we  had  for  his  defirc 
for  military  glory  ;  we  all  knew  how  the  event  happened  upon  the 
fubjedl  of  that  unfortunate  treaty;  and  he  confefled  he  believed  that 
arguments  which  had  been  ufed  then  in  favour  of  the  King  of  Pniffia, 
and  thofe  which  had  been  urged  to-night  in  favour  of  the  Ejnperor, 
were  juft  as  applicable  to  the  one  as.  to  the  other  of  thefe  two  Princes, 
The  Minifter,  in  the  beginning  of  his  fpeech,  faid  fomething 
of  the  war  ;  whatever  he  faid   upon  that  fubje<ft  excited  curiofity. 
He»  had  faid  that  the  majority  of  the  Houfe  thought  with  him  that 
peace  was  unat):ainahle  at  prefent.     Now  that  might  be  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  of  the  Houfe,  but  cenain  it  was,  that  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  himfelf  had,  a  few  nights  ago,  prevailed  upon 
the  Houfe  to  evade  that  very  queftion,  by  the  amendment  which  be 
moved  upon  a  motion  made  with  a  viow  of  fettling  that  very  quc- 
ftion,  and  therefore   it   v^^s  rather  too  much  to  fay  in  that  Houfe 
what  was  the  opinion  of  the  majority.      The  next  thing  to  becon- 
fidered,  was  the  Mini fter's  obfervations  on  the  fpeech  of  Tailie»i 
in  the  National  Convention  of  France.     By  the  way,  he  did  not 
tnink  the  Minifter's  information  upon  that  fubjed  was  corred ;  but 
fuppofing  it  to  be  fo,  it  amounted  to  nothing,  for  tlic  whole  of  what 
was  faid,  in  the  way  that  Tallien.was  alledged  to  have  faid  it,  was 
only  the  aflertion  pf  a  man  who  might,  fpeak   upon*  a  particular 
jpoint  any  thing  to  anfwer  a  pujpofe  which  he  had  in  view,  when  he 
was,  as  it  was  well  known  he  was,  .oppofed  on  that  point,  in  that 
Convention,  by  Cambon.     The  evidence  of  two  men,  contendii^ 
for  power  in  the  way  they.  w»ere  contending,  i\c  did  not  confidcr  » 
be  fuch  as  that  Houfe  ought  to  rely  on  in  the  difcufllon  of  the  im- 
portant fubjed  which  was  noyv  befgre  tbepi:  he  therefore  ;inuftin' 
treat  the  IJoufe  to  be  cautious  as  to  the  .credit  they  gave  to  s^py  ac- 
count of  the  decay  of  thp  refources'of  the  French ;  the  reftwcesof 
the  French  might  fall,  but  i^  was  the  great  bufinefs  of  that  Houfe 
to.  take  care  that  the  refpurcesof  Englandiballnotfcdl  in^contei^^ 
with  France ;  and  would  the  right  l|oj^ui;ablc  gentlcmfUi  fa]^  ^ 
^if  this  loan  were  entered,  into,  ajid  flipuUl  \x^  eventual^  jwd  bf 
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this  country,  it  would  be  poflible  for  us  to  cany  on  the  war  for 
many  years  to  come  ?     It  was  faid  that  the  money  to  be  advanced 
for  the  loan  could  not  be  applied  with  ^advantage  to  the  fervicc  of 
the  navy.— 'Poffibly  not  for  this  year,  but  could  it  not  be  kept  in 
referve  for  future  years  ?  We  ought  to  look  to  the  means  of  conti- 
nuing the  war  for  any  number  of  years  that  might  be  neceffary.    It 
was  faid  that  with  the  whole  fix  millions  we  could  not  add  a  (hip  or 
a  man  to  our  rtavy  ^t  prcfent.    This  was  a  little  difficult  of  proof> 
for  he  doubted  very  much  whether  the  application  of  fome  of  that 
money  to  the  fervice  of  the  navy  might  not  be  very  efficacious  even 
for  the  prefent  year  ;  in  future  years  it  certainly  muft.     But  let  it . 
be  enquired  whether  the  Minifler's  dcKSrine  upon  this  point,  although 
probably  falfe  with  regard  to  our  navy  this  year,  was  not  (bi6Hy 
true  with  regard  to  the  navy  of  France,    Did  the  Minifter  himfelf 
believe  that  the  naval  exertions  of  France  were  in  any  degree  cramped, 
although  in  future  it  was  to  be  hoped  they  might,  for  want  of  pecu- 
niary refources  ?  Did  he  think  that  France  would  now  have  ai  greater 
naval  force  if  ihc  had  no  Continental  armies  to  oppofe  the  laft  cam- 
paign.    The  navy  of  France,  notwithftanding  all  the  exertions  (he 
had  been  obliged  to  make  by  land,  was  as  great  as  her  comparatively 
fmall  commerce,  and  perhaps  want  of  naval  ftores,  (which  (he  did 
. .  not  want  becaufe  (he  could  not  pay  for  them)  would  permit,  and 
there  was  no  ground  whatever  to  fuppofe  but  that  in  the  courfe  of 
the  prefent  year,  it  would  be  as  great  as   money  could  make  it. 
With  refpeft  to  the  general  policy  of  employing  foreign  troops  in 
this  war,  he  could  not  help  arguing,  from  experience,  that  little 
reliance   was  to  be  placed   upon  them.     The  right  honourable 
gentleman  knew  how  much  of  the  money  of  this  country  had  been 
already  fquandered  for  fuch  aid  ;  and  every  body  knew  what  had 
been  the  condu<ft  of  our  allies.     It  had  been  confefTed  that  there 
were  points  in   the.condu6t  of  the  Auftrians  difficult  to  explain. 
He  believed  it  not  only  difficult,  but  impoffible  to  explain  thofc 
points  in  any  fatisfaftory  manner.      It  was  no  wonder  the  Minifter 
declined  entering  into  a  detail  of  condu6t  which  involved  every  thing 
that  was  fufpicious.     But  ought  he  not,  before  the  Houfe  voted 
fuch  an  enormous  fum  of  inorley,  to  give  fome  account  of  die  con- 
dud  of  the  Auftrians  before  .Tournay  ;  ought  he  not  to  affign  fome 
rcafon  for  their  precipitate  evacuation  of  the  Netherlands,  and  that 
too  againft  every  remonftrance  of  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
Britifti  forces  ?     And  afterwards,  when  the  Britifh  army  had  been 
obliged   to  retreat,  and  by  the  apparent  diminution  of  the  French 
force,  there  fcemed  to^be  a  favourable  opportunity  for  aSing  ofFen- 
fivdy,  om^t  he  new:  to  give  fome  account  of  the  furrendcr  of  the 
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captured  fertreflfes  ?     Ought  not  2  BntUh  Houfe  of  Commons  ta 
hove  thefe  things  explained  before  they  repofed  this  unlimited  con*  | 
fidencc  in  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  i     In  the  latter  part  of  Ac  cam- 
paign, it  was  faid  the  Auftrians  aScd  better.     Poffibly  they  mighty- 
for  then  they  began  to  be  paid  for  their  trouble ;  but  was  it  not  no*' 
torious  that  the -Duke  of  York  was  left  at  only  thirty  miles  diftance' 
to  judge  of  their  intentions  by  fpeculations  on  their  movements,  as 
he  nyght  have  done  of  the  intentions  of  the  enemy  ?      Was  not 
this  recorded  in  the  London  Gazette ;  and  did  it  not  iland  as  a 
proof  that  there  was  no  amicable  concert  or  co-operation  betwec* 
the  Auftrian  and  the  Bricifli  army  ?     Were  thefe  points  to  be  ex* 
jdained,  or  were  they  not ;  or  was  the  Houfe  to  be  fatisfied  wiA 
being  told  that  they  were  difficult  ?     What  was  the  cafe  at  Too* 
Ion  ?     5,000  Auftrian  troops  w.erc  to  fail  from  Leghorn  to  rein- 
force the  garrifon,  but  when  thefe  troops  came  to  the  place  of  em- 
barkation, the  commanding  officer  faid  lie  had  orders  not  to  embaik 
till  he  received  larther  dirc61ions  from  Vienna.     When  this  was 
mentioned  laft  year,  the  Minifter  faid  it  would  be  improper  » 
«iquire  too  minutely  into  the  cohdu6\  of  our  allies— -a  very  infuffi-^ 
cient  apfwef,  as  he  then  thought,  and  as  it  had  fince  proved.     But 
were  we  not  now  to  have  fome  explanation  "with  refpe<9:  to  the  con* 
conduft  of  Auftria,  when  we  were  going  to^nter  into  new  engage- 
4nents  ?     We  were  not  to  reafon,  it  was  faid,  on  the  prefcnt 
occafion,  from  our  recent  experience  cf  the  King  of  Prufiia's , 
condudV.     The  defence  of  that  conduft,  as  well  as   all  hope  d 
future  aid  from  that  quarter,  was  now  given  up.    .The  King  of 
Pruffia  ftood  with  the  Minifter  now,  as  he  long  had  ftood  with  the 
public,  and  long  ought  to  have  ftood  in  the  opinion  of  that  Hoyfe. 
It  was  now  too  clear  to  be  deraxjd,  that  his  real  objeft  had  been  the 
partition  of  Poland  ;  to  aid  him  in  tiie  accomplifhment  of  which, 
he  accepted  of  a  fubiidy  from  this  country.     Might  not  this  be  the 
cafe  witli  the  Emperor,  wlio  had  alfo  views  upon  that  deVoted 
country  ?     But  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  it  feemed,  muft  be  thoo^ 
remarkable  for  confiftency  and  good  faith.— Was  it  fo  ?— Read  the 
two  manifeftoes  ifliicd  by  the  Prince  of  Saxc  Cobourg,  inlbccafe 
of  Pumourier,  and  you  will  find  nothing  more  iniquitous  in  all  the 
reprobated  condud  of  the  French.     In  thefirft,  he  exhcwrtsthe 
French  people  to  co-operate  .with  that  virtuous  man,  Dumouncr, 
in  the  rcftoration  of  limited  Monarchy,  with  aiTurances  of  the  nwft 
difinterefted  aid  and  protedion  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor*    R*® 
days  after,  finding  the  virtuous  Dumouricr  not  followed  by.hisannyi 
as  had  been  expcdted,  he  iifues  a  fecond  manifdfto,  recalling  "^^ 
.the  promifes  made  in  thp  firft.     Find  an  inftancc  t)f  greater fW 
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in  die  hiftory  of  the  world,  perfidy  not  exceeded  by  the  conduct  of 
.4c  King  of  Pruffia  with  regard  to  Poland.  This  was  the  ally 
to  whofe  faith  implicit  confidence  ^vas  to  be  given,  according  to  the 
t%ht  honourable,  gentlertan  who  complained  of  putting  extreme  cafes 
in  argument.  He  was  ready  to  fay  that  he  would  truft  neither 
Pniflia  nor  Auftria,  while  their  councils  wtrc  diredled  by  the  fame 
perfons.  This  prudence,  the  rig^t  honourable  gentleman  under- 
ftood  very  well,  when  he  was  arguing  on  the  affairs  of  France,  for 
Jhen  he  frequently  talked  of  faith,  and  confidence,  and  fecurity  ; 
and  alked  what  faith  could  be  repofed  in  Roberfpierre  or  Cambon^ 
or  any  of  the  men  who  direflied  the  Government.  He  always  in- 
filled then  on  confidering  the  charaftcr  of  the  parties  with  whom  we 
ihould  have  to  treat,  although  only  on  the  broad  queftion  of  peace  or 
War.  Now  he  thought  we  ought  to  be  more  attentive  to  the  charafter 
of  thofe  with  whom  we  were  to  treat  for  alliance  and  co-operation 
in  carrying  on  a  war,  than  of  thofe  with  whom  we  were  to  treat 
fimply  for  peace^  for  nothing  could  be  clearer  than  that  lefs  fecurity 
was  hcceffary  for  the  fiirpofes  of  making  peace,  than  for  making  an 
alliance  to  carry  on  a  war.  The  Minifter  was  offended  at  the  cx- 
preDTion  of  German  DefpotSy  which  he  endeavoured  to  turn,  as  if  it 
had  been  meant  to  term  every  Monarch  a  defpot.  He  hoped,  nay 
'  he  knew  and  felt,  that  there  was  a  Monarch  who  had  nothing  in 
common  with  any  defpot  upon  earth,  but  the  name  of  King.  His 
honourable  friend,  who  made  ufe  of  the  expreflion,  had  ftiled  thefc 
Mooarchs  properly,  for  they  had  manifefted  to  the  world  that  their 
uniform  intention  was  to  make  the  increafe  of  their  power  the  rule 
of  their  condU<^.  He  called  the  King  of  Pruffia  a  defpot, '  meaning 
always  the  charafier  of  his  councils,  on  various  grounds.  He 
called  -him  a  defpot  on  account  of  his  treatment  of  that  brave  and 
meritorious  man.  La  Fayette ;  whom,  contrary  to  every  rule  of 
civilized  nations,  he  had  moft  fliamefully  and  ^cruelly  imprifoned- 
WhatwasLa  Fayette's  fituation  now  ?  When  the  Pruflian  cabinet 
thought  that  they  ought  not  to  bear  the  whole  of  the  odium,  he  and 
his  companions  in  misfortune  were  transferred  to  Auftrian  prifons. 
What  applications  had  been  made  in  their  behalf  he  knew  not ;  -but 
if  report  faid  true,  the  cabinet  of  Vienna,  unable  to  avow  what 
they  did  in  the  fiice  of  the  world,  added^  to  the  infamy  of  their 
condudl  by  the  falfehood  bnd  cruelty  of  denying  that  they  were  their 
prifoners.  He  hoped  and  truftcd  that  the  condud  of  thefe  defpots 
of  Germany  towards  thefe  men,  would  make  a  deep  impreffiop  upon 
I  Britifh  Houfc  of  Commons,  and  never  be  mentioned  but  with 
abhorrence. 
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The  Minifter  faid  that  the  Emperor  had  various  motives  for  main-  j 
taining  the  credit  of  his  finances  by  good  faith,  of  which  he  gav^i 
feveral  inftanccs,  fpeaking,  as  he  tliis  night  was,  as  Chancellor  ofl 
the  Exchequer  for  the  Emperor,  in  whidi  charadicr  he  knew  it  wa»i 
cffential  to  deny  his  defpotifmr,  for  the  finance  and  the  power  of  a 
Defpot,  with  rcfpcdl  to  public  credit,  always  run  inan  inverfe  ratio.' 
With  rcfpcdl  to  his  intereft  in  the  war  as  an  independent  Prince^ 
he  never  could  difcover  it ;  and^with  refpe£l  to  his  intereft  as  head  or 
the  Germanic  body,  was  what  they  had  all  read  in  every  ncwfpaper, 
true  or  not.     In  concert  with  other  members  of  the   Diet  he  had 
agreed,  that  while  preparations  were  making  for  another  campaign, 
ferious  endeavours  (hould  be  made  to  open  a  negociation  for  peace. 
Such  was,  in  fubAance,  the  refolution  adopted  on  the  pn^poiition  cf 
the  Eledtor  of  Mentz.     Let  it  be  fuppofed  that  die  fempirc  having 
done  what  we  refufcd  to  do,  viz.  de(!:lared  a  readinefs  to  ncgociatc 
with  the  French  Republic,  fhould  conclude  a  peace;  upon  what 
fide  of  France  was  the  Emperor,  as  Duke  of  Auifaria,  to  make  his 
attack?   If  the  empire  were  at  peace  with  France,  would  it  be  the 
interefl  of  the  Emperor,  or  W9iild  it  be  in  his  power,  to  fulfii  his 
engagement  with  us  for  continuing  the  war  ?  We  were  now  in  a 
peculiar  fiage  of  the  bufinefs,  and  it  became  us  to  confider  our  fitu- 
ation  very  attentively.      Four  millions  were  to  be  given  to  the  Em- 
peror, for  which  he  was  to  furnifh  200,000  men,  and  perhaps  two 
millions  more  for  a  proportionate  additibn  of  men.     Now  fhould  it 
not  be  inquired,  fhould  not  the  Hpufe  be  fatisfied  that  this  was  in 
the  Emperor's  power.     He  knew  many  well-informed  men  who 
doubted  it  exceedingly.    He  believed  the  Emperor  had  it  not  in  his 
power ;  but  he  was  fure  the  Houfe  ought  to  know  that  he  had  both 
the  power  and  the  inclination,  before  granting  fuch  a  fum  of  money. 
He  now  came  to  the  Emperor's  refources,  and  his  ability  to  pay  die 
intereft,  which  the  Minifter  faid  might  be  fafely  depended  upon* 
To  this  the  anfwer  was  fhort— If  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
were  a  better  arguer»— if  every  thing  he  had  faid  were  true— if  even 
the  Emperor  had  flill  greater  refources,  he  would  find  it  diflScultto 
perfuade  thofe  who  feldpm  judged  amifs  where  their  own  intereft  was 
concerned,  viz.  thofe  who  had  money  to  lend,  men  who  were  better 
judges  of  the  folvency  of  a  borrower  thgn  any  Minifter  could  be. 
Thefe  were  the  men  the  Minifter  fhould  have  convinced  of  4« 
ftability and  wealth  of  the  bank, of  Vienna.     Had  he  done  fo? 
By  no  means.     The  Emperor  had  already  tried  them  upon  better 
terms  than  were  held  out  by  the  prefent  loan,  and  completely  feHcA 
He  would  fay,  completely  failed  ;  if  not,  let  the  experiment  be 
tried  again.     It  fignified  noticing  to  make  pantgrrics  in  that  Houfe 
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upon  die  good  faith  and  honour  of  the  Emperor,  and  upon  the  fol- 
vency  of  the  bank  of  Vienna,    Xet  the  Minifter  go  into  the  city 
and  hear  the  opinion  of  monied  men.     The  anfwer  it  was  eafy  to 
guefs.      It  reminded  him  of  what  he  had  faid  the  other  day  on  the 
verdict  of  a  jury :  "  The  verdidl  is  not  guilty^  and  that  fatisfies  mc 
of  the  innocence  of  the  accufed."     The  anfwer  of  monied  men  to . 
the  Emperor  would  be,  <*  I  will  not  lend  you  my  money  upon  your 
own  fecurity  •  *'    This  would  fatisfy  him  of  the  infol vency  of  the  Em* 
peror.      Now  let  it  be  inquired  what  we  muft  a<ftually  lofe,  even 
in  the  event  of  the  Emperor  fulfilling  his  engagement.     He  offered 
a  high  rate  of  intereft  upon  his  own  fecurity.     We  enabled  him  by 
the  propofed  loan  to  borrow  at  a  lower  rate,  and  as  money  and  cre- 
dit were  both  marketable,  we  loft  precifely  the  difference.    The  right 
honourable  gentleman  feemed  to  doubt  this,  but  it  would  eafily  be 
illuftrated.     Suppofe  he  <had  a  fhip  of  the  value,  of  i.o,0Qol.  which 
was  to  fail  to  the  Weft  Indies  without  convoy.     Soppofe  it  to  be 
taken,  what  would  be  the  exad  lofs  ?  Aik  the  infurance-broker  the 
value  of;  th^^  infurancc,  and  that  would  be  the  amount  of  the  lofs. 
•  This  loan  was  more  objeftionablc  even  than  a  fubfidy.     Subfidies 
in  general  were  paid  by  monthly  inftaltnents,-  and  if  the  fervlces  fti- 
pulated  for,  were  not  performed,  we  could  flop  farther  payments, 
a«  in  the  cafe  of  the  King  of  Pruffta*     But  could  v/e  do  fo  here  ? 
By '►no  mcaii* ;  fpr  if  the  Emperor  ihould  fail  at  any  time  to  fulfil 
his  engagements  we  fhould  ftiU  be  obliged  to  pay  tlic  whole  amount 
of  the  loam      If  he  fnould  fail  to  pay  the  intereft,  we  fhould  have 
to  raife  45«?>,oool.  a  year  .to  make  it  good,  while  for  the  fame  fum 
^'c  could  borrow  ten, millions  on  our  ay\rn  account*     What  fecurity 
had  Vie  that  the  Emperor  would  be  able  to  fulfil  his  engagements  ? 
'We  ^}^i  knew  that  his  fubje(?ls^  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  King  of  Pruf- 
fia,  vyete  unanimous  in  their  wifli  for  peace.     Should  he  Hften  to 
t^em,:' and  withdraw,  entirely  from  thc.conteft,  could  we  withdraw 
from  the  payment  of  the  loan  ?  No,  the  credit  of  this  country  would 
^' pledged  for  the  whole  fum,  and  it  might  be  impoffible  for  us  to 
Kcov^r^a  (hilling  of  it.  .  The  Miniftcr  had  faid  much  on  the  re- 
v«nw^|ofe  the.  .Emperor.     He  wifhed  he  had  ftaled  the  particulars 
5^d  the  furplus  after  defraying,  the  charges  upon  it.     The  Auftrian 
Neth^rian<b  were  the  fecurity  offered  for  the^. former  loan,,  but  they 
weatJ  now  gpno.     Did  the  Minifter  himfelf  really  believe  the  ftatc 
of  the  Emperors  revenue  to  be  fuch  as  to  enable  him  to  pay  ?  If  he 
'^^W'lM '^blc^  .wc  might  pronounce  as ,  niany  panc;gyrics  on  his  ho- 
^ura^  WiS  plcufedj  bwt  after  all  we  muft  pay  for  him.     He  inftan- 
ftldthecaf^of  thci.Silefbknloan,  where  the  late  King  of  PrufTia  rc- 
lufed  to  make  good  the  engagement  to  private  lenders.     If  that 
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Monarch,  for  Dcfpot  he  muft  not  be  calkd,  could  fifid  ^  pretext 
for  refilling  to  pay  private  individuals,  with  hoW  much  more  cafe 
might  a  pretext  be  found  between  two  nations?  Thefituatioi>  of. 
the  country  wap  indeed  calamitous,  but  not  (o  calamitous  as  it  muft 
foon  become  if  this  mcafurc  were  adopted.    This  loan  was  to  enable 
the  Emperor  to  continue  the  war  only  for  twelve  months^      Would 
the  Minifter  fay  that  this  wafr  would  be  terminated  within  that  pe- 
riod, or  that  if  it  continued  longer  the  EmpeiXH*  muft  vht  come  evory 
year  for  a  like  or  a  larger  fupply  ?  We  (bould  remember  the  finances 
of  the  King  of  Spain ;  he  might,  and  probably  would,  come  fo^ 
our  aftiftance  if  peace  was  not  foon  agreed  upon  between  him  and 
the  French.     This^was  not,  as  he  had  been  told  on  a  former  aC" 
cafion,  the  language  of  peeviftmefs  and  pa0ion ;  what  he  had  aU 
ready  faid  had  been  verified  by  the  event,  and  what  he  was  now 
iaying  he  had  too  much  reafon  to  apprehend  would  be  verified  in 
^e  fame  manner.     Was  the  right  honourable  gentleman  confident 
that  the  war  would  terminate  with  the  next  campaign  ?  And  was  he 
furc  that  this  war,  which  we,  had  undertaken  fear  the  fake  of  order, 
morality,  and  religion ;  and  with  the  concurrence  and  for  the  fafcff 
of  all  Europe,  would  not  at  laft  fall  entirely  upon  us ;  that  wc  (hail 
have  to  pay  all  the  cxpence  of  it  on  the  part  of  Vienna,  SardtniSA 
Naples,  Spain,  and  ourfelvesl  That  wc  Ihallhavc,  in  (hort,  to 
pay  for  the  armies  almoft  of  the  whole  world  }     He  might  be  toW 
if  we  did  not  do  this,  what  (hbuld  we  do  ?  He  would  anfwer,  add 
this  m.)ney  to  our  naval  ftrength,  and  depend  upon  our  own  exertions 
inftead  of  depending  on  treacherous  allies,  for  thenwc  might  be  able 
fcven  yet  to  fuftain  fix  or  fevcir  more  campaigns,  but  by  the  prefertf 
fyftem  that  would  be  impoflliblc*     The  condu<:^  of  Minifters  was 
highly  cenfurable  for  their  want  of  caution  in  tins  war.     He  was 
of  opinion,  that  the  Dutch  were  not  cordially  with  Us  in  this  war 
and  the  event  had  jufti fied  the  opinion.     How  ftood  the  cafe  with 
^fefpeft  to  the  other  powers ;  were  the  fubjc6is  of  the  different  ftatcs 
tRttached  to  this  caufe  againft  the  enemy  ?  he  feared  that  if  weconv: 
pared  them  together,  we  ftiould  find  they  were  not.    He  had  rcafoft 
to  know  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  had  adiually  refiifed  to  pot  his 
.  troops  under  the  command  of  a  Briti(h  General,  for  feat  they  would 
revolt ;  he  believed  the  fame  apprehenfion  was  entertained  of  the 
AuftHans.     He  wiftied  His  Royal  Highnefs  ti\e  Duke  of  Y<Mrk 
took  a  chair  iri  that  Houfe  and  gaVe  them  the  information  he  was 
polfeffed  of  upon  that  fubje6t,  and  he  was  afraid  that  the  cfeftrf 
that  information  would  be,  that  we  can  •  havse  rto  lational  Acipe  of 
difi  CO  operation  of  the  Pruffians'and  the  Auffriam'in  the  neiEtcafSf- 
).algn*     This  being  our  fituation,  the  queftioii-wgs,-whied*t  i^ 
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prudent  in  us  to  go  on  with  fuch  enormous  loans,  or  to  truft  to  our- 
felvcs,  to  offer  peace,  but  to  prepare  for  war  ?  He  was  fure  he  knc\f 
which  was  the  wifer  courfe,  and  it  was  not  his  fault  if  that  Houfc 
Sd  not  adopt  it ;  and  if  we  went  on  upon  fuch  meafures  as  that 
which  was  noT<r  propofcd,  we  fliould  drive  ourfelves  rapidly  to  ruin/ 
for  in  point  of  extravagance  and  folly,  this  meafure  was  never  equal- 
led at  any  period  of  its  exiftence.    The  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  ftated  that  this  loan  was  not  to  afFe<ft  the  fupply  of  the  year. 
So  much  the  worfe,  for  then  the  people  would  not  now  feel  the  ef- 
ft6ls  of  it,   and  it  might  come  upon  them  on  a  fudden  when  they 
l!rcre  unprepared  for  it,  and  the  danger  of  that  fort  of  delufive  hope 
of  fecurity  was  one  of  the  greateft  evils  that  could  happen  to  a  peo- 
ple.— He  thought,  therefore,  that  if  this  bufincfs  was  to  go  on, 
Ihe  better  way  would  be  to  provide  for  it  at  once,  by  raifing  taxes  ; 
then  the  people  Would  fee  the  real  fituation  they  were  in,  and  would 
know  wl^t  burdens  they  muft  bear ;  whereas,  the  other  mode  only 
tended  to  deceive  for  the  prefent,  in  order  to  make  their  diftrefs  at 
a  future  day  the  more  intolerable.     There  were  many  other  objec- 
tions which  he  had  to  this  meafure,  but  thefe  he  might  perhaps  fub- 
mit  at  a  future  period.    He  then  moved  as  an  amendment,  that  all . 
the  words  after  the  word  "  delire"  (hould  be  left  out  of  the  Addrefs, 
Sir  FRANCIS  BARING  faid  a  few  words  againft  the  loan. 
Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  fupported  the  addrefs  and  th« 
loan,  as  a  very  neceffary  and  politic  meafure  ;  the  expence  he  con- 
fidered  as  very  inconfiderablc,  when  the  benefits  that  might  enfue 
from  fo  great  a  reinforcement  of  military  ftrcngfh  would  be  gained 
on  the  Continent.     Many  gentlemen  feemed  to  think  that  the  only 
thing  this  country  ought  to  attend  to  was  her  naval  power ;  he,  for 
one,  was  of  a  diflferent  opinion  ;  he  had   as  much  reliance  as  any 
man  coujd  have  upon  the  protedion  of  our  navy,  but  at  the  fame 
time  he  believed  that  nothing  could  be  of  fuch  effential  confequence 
to  us,  or  harafs  the  enemy  more,  than  a  great  army  being  kept 
upon  tlie  frontiers  of  France ;  and  in  fo   far  he  agreed  with  the 
!      Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  diat  by  a  diveriion  of  tTiat  fort,  we 
Would  take  much  from  the  power  of  the  enemy  in  their  exertions 
I      at  fea.     If  we  thought  of  an  invafion,  which  he  was  almoft  fure 
Would  happen,  though  he  had  not   the   lead  doubt,  when  it  did, 
that  it  would  be  eafily  repelled,  this  was  a  plan  that  we  ihould  adopt, 
for  the  reafon  he-had  juft  given.     If  we  looked  to  peace,  he  thought . 
that  we  fliould  certainly  give  this  affiftance  to  Auftria,  becaufe  France 
would  be  much  more  ready  to  treat  for  peace,  when  a  formidable 
alliance  was  againft  them,  than  when  the  different  Powers  in  Eu- 

Liopewere  entirely  feparatcd  and  unconnected  in  the  common  fiiiufe. 
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.  Mr.  Maurice  ROBINSON  fpoke  a  few  words  againft  the 
loan,  and  wifhed  the  money  to  be  applied  to  the  fervice  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  navy. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  faid,  that  if  die  credit  of  the  Emperor  was  fo 
good,  how  came  the  offer  in  the  city  of  fcven  and  a  half  per  cent. 
to  be  there  reje<Sted  ? 

Mr.  BRANDLING  was  againft  any  loan  or  fubfidy  to  foreign 
Powers,  and  thought  our  .reliance  ought  to  be  on  our  navy,  and 
that  every  attention  (hould  be  paid  to  it.  He  thought  alfo,  in  con- 
fcquence  of  the  enormous  fcale  of  our  expenditure,  that  the  French 
might  be  encouraged  to  hold  out  from  the  idea  that  our  finances 
would  be  exhaufted. 

The  queftion  was  loudly  called  for,  and  the  Houfe  divided  upon 
the  amendment ; 

Noe^,  173  ;  Ayes,  58.     Majority  115. 

MINORITY  on  the  Motion  to  addrefs  His  Majefty  on  his  Mcf- 
fage  relative  to  raifing  a  Loan  for  the  Emperor. 


Aubrey,  Sir  John 
Baring,  Sir  Francis 
Bankes,  Henry 
Baflet,  Sir  Francis 
Bouverie,  Hon.  Edward 
Bradyll,  Willbn 
Brandling,  Charles 
Browne,  F.  J. 
Burch,  J.  R. 
Burdon,  R. 
Buller,  James 
5yng,  George 
Church,  J.  B. 
Coke,  T.  W. 
Coke,  Edward     ' 
Courtenay,  John 
Coxe,  H»  Hippcflcy 
Crefpigny,.  T.  C* 
Eaft^  Edward  Hyde 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Ford,  Sir  F. 

Fox,  Right  Hon.  C,  J. 
Trancis,  Philip 
Fitzpatrick,  General 
Grey,  Charles 
Harrifon,  John 
Hill,  Sir  Richard 
Howard,  Henry 
HuiTey,  William 
Hare,  Janws 
Jekyll,  Jofejjfe 


Lambton,  William  Henry 
Langfton,  John 
Leicefter^  Sir  John 
Lem^n,  Sir  Willian* 
Ludlow,  Earl 
Maitland,  Hon.  Thomas 
Martin,  James 
Milner,  Sir  William 
Milbanke,  Ralph 
M'Leod,  General  N« 
North,  Dudley 
Picric,  Henry 
Plumer,  William 
Popham,  Alexander 
Powlett,  Hon.  Vere 
Ridley,  Sir  M.  W. 
Robinfon,  M. 
RuiTcU,  Lord  William 
Shaw,  Cunliffe 
Spencer,  Lord  Robert 
Smith,  General 
Tarlcton,  General 
Thompfon,  Thomas 
ThoroUf^  Sir  John 
Thomas,  W, 
Wynne,  R.  W. 
Wyndham,  Hon.  P.  C. 

Tellers. 
MThitbread,  Samuel,  jun. 
Smitki  William 

_, JoBildo. 
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Fridayj  6th  February. 

A  petition  was  prcfcnted  from  the  Mayor  and  Commonalty  of  the 
city  of  York,  deploring  the  calamities  of  the  war,  deprecating  the 
idea  of  our  interference  with  tlie  internal  government  of  France, 
and  praying  that  the  Houfe  might  adopt  fuch  means  as  might  tend 
to  bring  about  a  fpeedy  and  honourable  peace. 

Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Marine  Mutiny  bill  was  read  a  fiscond  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  gave  notice,  that  on  Wednefday,  the 
i8di  of  this  month,  he  (hould  bring  forward  the  confidcration  of  the 
Supply,  and  the  Ways  and  Means  of  the  Year,  generally  undcrftood 
by  opening  the  Budget. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  afked  an  honourable  gentleman,  who  had 
been  fo  mat^ially  concerned  in  the  fubjed  of  the  flave  trade,  when 
he  intended  to  bring  his  proportion  fbrvv  ard  in  that  Houfe,  upon  that 
fubjea  ? 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  he  intended  to  bring  it  fon^ard 
this  day  fortnight.    . 

Mr.  THORNTON  prefcnted  a  petition,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing IS  a  copy : 

To  die  Honoufabk  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Great  Bricaiti,  in  Parlia« 
meiit  aiTembled. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  and  Borough  of 
Southwark,  convened  by  the  public  advertifement  of  the  High  Bailiff 
of  the  faid  Borough, 

Sheweth,  That  your  pctitionerj  finccrely  and  awfully  affe£lcd  by  a  due 
fenfe  of  the  trying  and  momentous  circumftances,  under  which  they  now, 
appeal  to  the  wiidom,  and  to  the  feelings  of  their  Conflitutional  repre- 
fentatives,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  aflembled,  find 
it  their  bounden  duty,  to  give  their  opinion  upon  the  prefent  alarming 
ftate  of  public  affairs,  with  all  the  fraaknefs  and  cxplicitnefs  which  the 
crifis  demands. 

And  firft,  ywc  petitioners  freely  and  zealoufly  declare,  their  true  and 
wnfhakcn  a(ttachment  to  the  Monarch  on  the  Throne,  and  to  His  Royal 
Family ;  and  their  firm  determination  to  fupport  the  genuine  principlet 
of  this  moft  excellent  Conftitution,  fhould  any  attempt  from  whatever 
<iuarter,  whether  foreign  or  domeftic,  be  made  to  fubvcrt  it. 

in  revolving,  however,  the  events  of  tlie  prefent  war  with  France, 
yt)ur  petitioners  with  the  deepeft  concern  have  obferved,  that  the  uniform, 
bravery  manifefted  by  the  Britifh  fleets  and  armies,  has  in  no  refpe6t  ad- 
vanced the  prefumed  object  of  the  war,  and  now  lefs  than  ever  appears 
Hkely  to  attain  it. 

The  confidcration  of  the  difafters  and  defeats  which  have  lately  attended 
the  UQ fupport ed  efforts  of  the  Britifh  arms  on  the  Continent,  i«  in  the 
minds  of  your  petitioners  bitterly  agi^ravated  by  the  rcflcftioa  that  ihoff 
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allies  wliofe  councils  and  refentmehts  firfl  engaged  us  in  the  contei^,  have 
wrung  from  the  credulity  and  confidence  of  the  generous  and  induftrious 
people  of  Great  Britain  farge  fums  of  money,  for  which,  in  violation  of 
all  faith,  no  adequate  fervice  appears  to  have  been  performed  or  at- 
tempted. '  ^ 

In  the  events  of  a  campaign  fo  unparalleled  in  calamity,  your  pctiu- 
oners,  among  other  fatal  confequenccs,  perceive  a  large  addition  to  the 
.  cxifting  national  debt,  the  fpeedy  diminution  of  which  has  been  long 
held  forth  to  your  petitioners  ana  to  the  country  as  a  mcafure  bdlfpen- 
fablv  neceifary  to  the  ifiaintenancc  of  the  ConlHtution  as  well  as  to  the 
credit  of  Great  Britain. 

Under  the  incrc^fing  preiTure  of  fuch  burdens,  your  petitioners  arc . 
convinced,  however  highly  they  are  difpofcd  to  eftimate  the  fortitude 
and  loyalty  of  all  dcfcriptions  of  their  countrymen  ;  and  however  readily 
'  they  admit  the  temporary  advantages,  which  both  the  general  commerce 
ancl  the  public  funds  of  this  country  may  have  derived  from  the  terrors 
.and  calamities  of  other  nations,  that  the  confequences  of  per  fevering  in* 
the  prefent  deftrudive  war,  muft  tend  rapidly  to  dcprefs  and  ruin  the 
occupations  of  ufeful  labour  and  profitable  induftry,  and  ultimately  to 
deftroy  the  only  true  fources  of  the  nation's  power,  our  trade,  our  com- 
mercc,  and  our  manufadlures. 

Under  this  in^preffion,  your  petitioners  are  compelled  to  turn  their 
thoughts  moft  ferioufly  and  eagerly  to  the  only  real  remedy  for  the  evils 
they  apprehend,  Peace:  for  in  the  tranquillity,  the  civilized  inter- 
courfe,  and  the  commercial  profpcrity  of  the  furrounding  nations  of  Eu- 
rope, your  petitioners  conceive  the  commercial  interefls  of  Great  Britain 
can  only  find  their  intereft  and  fupport.  In  the  purfuits  of  vengeance 
or  ambition,  in  wars  and  camps,  in  defolation  and  bloodflied,  even  were 
the  conteft  attended  with  temporary  fuccefs,  the  refult  to  a  country  cir- 
cumfhmced  as  this  is,  muft  be  national  bankruptcy  and  ultimate  ruin. 

On  thefe  grounds,  your  petitioners  humbly  but  diftin6lly  pray,  that 
your  honourable  Houfe,  difclaiming  every  pretence  of  right,  on  the- 
part  of  Great  Britain,  to  create  or  correal  a  Government  for  France, 
^rid  difregarding  whatever  is  or  may  be  the  title  or  conftrudion  of  that 
ruling  power,  which  cither  does  or  may  exifl  in  that  country,  will  ear- 
neftly  adopt  the  mofteffe6tual  means  for  recommending  an  immediate  ne- 
gociation  for  peace  on  terms  confiilent  with  the  honour  and  fecurity 
of  the  BritiQi  Empire.  A nd  your  petitioners  farther  afTurc  your  honottr- 
^  able  Houfe,  that  if,  contrary  to  the  hopes  of  your  petitioners,  motives 
of  inordinate  ambition,  or  of  implacable  refentmcnt,  however  rafhly  and 
improvidcntly  excited  in  the  mind  of  the  enemy,  lliould  render  itimpof- 
fible  to  obtain  a  termination  of  hoftilities  upon  fafe  and  honourable  terror 
your  petitioners  will  be  found  among  the  readied  of  His  Majefty's  loyal 
lubjcas  to  (land  forward  to  the  lafl  means  of  exertion  in  defence  of  their 
country,  or  to  perifli  with  its  h\L 

And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GREY  began  by  obfervingt  that  the  fubjecl  on  which  he 
once  more  thought  it  his  duty  to  folicit  the  attention  of  the  Houfe, 
had  already,  in  various  fliapes,  and  upon  different  occafions,  cm- 
ployed  the  utmoft  powers  of  invcftigation,  aud  had  afforded  (fl»r- 
tunities  for  the  mofl  brilliant  difplays  of  genius.— At  this  titnc  i^ 
^^d  neither  novelty  to  excite  curlofity,  nor  charms  to  capdvatc  to.- 
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imagination  :  yet,  mrfwkManding.lhcfe  circumftancct,  he  was  wdl 
convinced  that  it  was  ftill  poffeffecj  of  fufficient  importance  to  arreft 
>  the  judgment  of  every  well-informed  individual,  and  the  frequency 
of  its  occurrence  would,  at  the  fame  time,  he  hoped,  have  the  ef- 
fed  of  producing  temper  in  difcuniony  and  wifdom  in  enquiries. 
At  leaft,  he  now  looked  forward  to  the  period  of  tbofc  vague  and 
unfatisfadtory  declamations  which  had  been  uniformly  indulged  in 
the  courfe  of  this  calamitous  war,  and  was  prepared  to  expeft  an 
explicit  avowal  of  the  caufcs  of  our  perfcverance  in  this  difaftrous 
conteft.  This,  at  any  rate,  he  was  entitled  (o  hope,  from  the  ad- 
miflion  of  His  Maje%*s  Minjfters,  who  had  now  exprcfsly  avowed 
the  fpecific  grounds  on  which  they  were  refolvqd  to  continue  the 
war,  and  who  had,  in  purfuance  of  this  avowal,  authorifed  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  to  move  tlie  amendment,  by  which  he  had 
evaded  the  former  motion  which  he  had  made.  As  to  the  general 
propriety  of  thefe  declarations,  whatever  opinion  others  might  en- 
tertain as  to  them,  he  thought  that  the  multiplication  of  them  was 
both  impolitic  and  abfurd  as  to  ourfelvcs,  as  well  as  unfatisfa6lory 

{and  inconfiftent,  fo  far  as  regarded  the  people  of  France.  But 
without  ertfering  into  that  enquiry  at  prefent,  and  admitting  thefe 
I  declarations  as  a  fair  criterion  by  which  to  judge  of  the  fpirit  and 
i  tendency  of  that  conduit  which  Minifters  had  diougjit  proper  to 
j-  purfue,  it  ftill  remained  to  be  aflccd,  whether  the  amendment  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  agreed  with  the  fpirit  of  thefe  de- 
clarations, and  whether  he  had,  in  liis  own  condu(3,  deviated  from 
it.  Taking  it,  however,  upon  that  amendment,  and  thofe  decla- 
rations, he  would  afk,  whether  diey  were  fo  plain  in  their  nature, 
and  fo  incapable  of  mifconftruSion,  as  to  warrant  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  in  afferting  that  the  Houfe  had  already  come  to  a 
final  refolution,  as  to  the  impoflibility  of  negociating  a  peace  with 
the  exifting  Government  of  France. — But  whatever  might  be  the 
fentiments  of  that  right  honourable  gentleman,  lie  would  ftill  truft, 
that  the  Houfe  had  not  hitherto  adopted  fuch  an  opinion  in  the  lati- 
tude in  which  it  had  been  laid  dov^n,  though  he  well  knew  that  he 
fliould  be  referred  to  thofe  declaratfons  themfeivcs,  as  furnifbing 
the  moft  indifputable  tokens  of  the  fairnefs  of  his  intentions,  and 
the  uniform  bona  fides  with  which  he  had  afled  in  the  whole  of  the 
bulinefs.  In  addition  to  this,  he  might  probably  be  told  of  the 
niifreprefentations  of  the  conduct  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
in  which  he  and  his  friends  were  fo  generally  accufed  of  indulging 
themfelves.  However  this  latter  circumftance  might  be  urged,  and 
with  whatever  degree  of  violence  former  topics  of  difcuflion  might 
be  revived,  be  ftill  was  refQlved  to  bring  the  prefent  queftion,  in 
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order,  that,  if  pofliblc,  it  might  be  fpeedily  brought  to  a  ^ir  iffue, 
and  the  country  Fully  apprifed  of  the  fpecific  obje6t,  for  which  thcjr 
were  (bedding  their  blood,  and  exhaufting  their  treafures.    Impor- 
.tant  as,  in  this  rcfpeft,  the  queftion  would  undoubtedly  be  regarded, 
he  would  beg  leave  to  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  whether  It  would  not 
be  proper  to  enquire  whether  thefe  declarations  bore  on  their  fecc, 
that  the  deftruftioti  of  the  exifting  Government  of  France  was  ab- 
folutely  Tieceffary,  in  order  to  rcftore  this  nation  to  the  bleffings  of 
peace.      In  the  extent  of  this  proppfition,  he  was  confident  the 
Houfe  would  not  fupport  him  ;  and  therefore,  if  fuch  appeared  to 
be  the  meaning  of  thofe  declarations,  he  was  perfuaded  they  would 
be  thought  nugatory.     And,  whatever  might  be  the  event  of  that 
part  of  his  propofition,  yet  at  any  rate  he  ihould  have  the  fatisfadion 
of  difcovering  whether  the  Miniftry  were  really  perfuaded  of  the  im- 
poffibility  of  negociating  a  peace  with  the  exifting  rulers  of  France, 
and  thus  at  laft  arrive  at  llie  real  point,  which  he  wifhcd  toafcer- 
tain,  that  without  a  change  in  the  Governors  of  Jrance,  we  mud 
continue  to  wage  "a  helium  internecinum  till  that  event  (hould  take 
place.      Even  if  this  was  the  <!afe,  it  was  ftill  rcquifite  to  be  fair  in 
the  explicit  nvo'Oi'al  of  thefe  fcntiraents:  the  honour  and  happinefs 
of  the  nation  demanded  it — juftice  to  thgt  enemy  with  whom  ve 
wei'e  engaged  required  it — 'and  even  the  reputation  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  himfelf  moft  explicitly  required  it ;  for  furcly 
he  muft  be  dead  to  all  confcioufnefs,  if  he  did  not  remember  that 
'the  awfiil  rcfponfibility  with  wliich  he  was  inverted  was  hourly  in- 
-creafing,  and  that  he  muft  now,  if  ever  he  was  willing  to  do  fo, 
avow  and  adi  upon  opinions  which  would  meet  with  univerfal  ap- 
probationi  or  run  the  rifque  of  involving  this  country  in  ruin  by  his 
own  blind  and  wilful  obftinacy. — Once  more,  therefore,  he  would 
put  to  the  Houfe,  whether  they  thought  the  prefent  Government  of 
France  was  of  fuCh  a  nature  as  to  preclude  the  poflibiiity  of  a  ncgo- 
ciation  r  and  whether  they  thought  that  die  reftorationof  Monarchy 
in  France  was  zjlne  qua  noriy  without  which  a  peace  could  not  be 
cfFedcd  ?  The  right  honoura^"'^  gentleman,  complaining  of  mifre- 
prefentation,  in  his  ufual  way,  had  faid,  that  it  had  never  been  his 
objedl  to  attempt  to  reftore  Monarchial .  Government  to  France; 
though  how  could  he  obviate  this  bar  to  the  opinions  he  had  expref- 
fed  as  to  the  poflibiiity  of  a  negociation,  unlcfs  by  retracing  his 
former  _fentiments,  and  acceding  to  the  poflibiiity  of  a  peace  with 
the  Republic  ?  In  fupport,  however,  of  his  amendment  on  a  former 
night  of  debate,  he  had  thought  proper  to  refer  to  the  various  papers 
and  public  documents  which  •  had  pafled  during  the  courfe  of  the 
prefent  contcft ;  but,  in  the  firft  place,  in  the  declaration  to  the 
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geople  of  Toulon,  he  had  only  taken  notice  of  the.  fourth  paragraph 
jp  that  paper,  totally  difregarding  the  prelinninary  declaration,  ia 
which  an  explicit  avowal  in  favour  of  Monarchy  was  rcquiredji 
kid  likewife  neglefting  to  refer  to  the  terms  under  which  Lord  Hood 
had  proffered  the  people  of  Toulon  his  affiftancc,  in  whi^h  the  fame 
avowal  in  favour  of  Monarchy  was  required,  and  the  deftrudion 
»f  that  Monarchy,  with  particular  fpccified  adts  of  aggreffion,  were 
iBated  as  the  grounds  of  the  prefent  war.     And  how,  after  thcfc 
lepeated  declarations,  could  it  be  ui^ed  that  any  mifreprcfentation 
Jted  t^ken  place,  i|hen  he,  and  thofe  with  whom  he  adted,  only 
jidied  upon  the  very  words  of  thofe  declarations,  which  ought  eidier 
*)  be  retraced,  or  the  confequences  muft  inevitably  follow.     When 
Vc  next  came  to  the  King's  Proclamation  of  the  2 9th  Odober  1 7  9  331 
;it  would  be  found  that  in  it  would  be  difcovered  the  fame  obftinatc 
^lefolution,  in.  refufing  to  treat  with  the  prefent  Government  of 
;  France,  and  the  fame  refolutioiji  to  attempt  every  thing  for  its  fub- 
vcriion.     In  the  body  of  that  declaration.  His  Majefty  had  cx- 
prefsly  avowed,  that  he  would  l*ufpend  all  hoftilities  againft  thofe 
who  would  declare  their  refolution  to  adopt  a  Monarchial  form  of 
[  Government,  and  rally  under  the  ftandard  of  that  hereditary  Mo- 
I  narchy  under  which  their  country  had  flourlflied  for  ages,     What^ 
I  join  the  ftandard  of  the  hereditary  Monarchy,'  unmddified  in  its  pri- 
vileges, undefined  in  its  prerogatives,  and  tyrannical  in  its  exercife^ 
i  and,  after  having  thus  reftored  the  ancient  dcfpotifm  in  all  its  un- 
;  mitigated  feverity,  then  the  French  nation  was  to  think  of  limiting^ 
'  that  power  which  it  had  once  more  rendered  uncontroulable,  and 
polifl^ing  thofe  fetters  which  once  more  had  been  riveted  upon  them* 
But  even  fuppofing  the  people  of  that  country  had  once  a  predileftion 
for  Monarchy,  and  fuppofing  that  we  were  once  of  opinion  that  the 
reftoration  of  that  fyftem  was  the  favourite  objeft  of  their  purfuit, 
as  well  as  the  moft  cfFedtual  means  of  fecuring  our  own  tranquillity, 
yet  did  not  the  events  of  the  war  now  teach  us,  that  to  attempt  any 
more  to  interfere  with  their  internal  Government  would  be  madnefs  ? 
And  thus,  from  every  domeftic  declaration  of  our  Cabinet,  as  well 
as  from  their  prefent  obftinacy,  it  would  appear  that  the  reftoration 
of  Monarchy  was  that  on  which  they  were  refolutely  bent,  and  that  • 
the  deftrudion  of  the  exifting  Government  of  France  was  deemed 
equally  neceffary.     That  this  was  the  real  ftatement  of  the  cafe, 
yfould  more  ftrongly  be  evinced  from  the  declarations  of  the  King's 
Minifters  at .  foreign  Courts,  on  the  fubjed  of  the  prefent  cotiteft. 
In  fupport  of  this  obfervation,  he  begged  leave  to  refer  the  Houfe 
to  the  declarations  of  Lord  Robert  Fitzgerald  to  the  Cantons  of 
Switxcrland  {  to  thofe  of  Lgrd  Htyrvey*  at  the  Qom  of  ^Tgrin  » 
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and,  laftlf,  to  the  memorial  of  my  Lord  Auckland,  at  Ae  H: 
to  the  States  General.     The  latter,  maft  particularly,  was  not 
mere  matter  of  fpeculation,  founded  on  Ae  wavering  ideas  of  anj 
unconnefted  individual,  but  had  betn  confirmed  by  the  fandtiol 
and  authority  of  the  Houfe,  of  which  that  noble  Lord  was  a  Mcro* 
ber.     And  rn  that  memorial  it  had  been  exprefsly  faid,  that  th 
Convention  could  be  confidered  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  gang 
regicides,  with  whom  it  was  impoffible  to  conclude  any  treaty  d 
amity,  or  preferve  the  common  intercourfe  of  political  fociety. 
Thus,  upon  the  whde,  whether  it  was  our  bufifkefs  to  regard  thdi 
declarations  as  from  our  own  Minifters  at  home,  or  from  thofcol 
His  Majefty's  Minifters  abroad,  it  would  ftill  appear  to  be  generally • 
Dnderftood  that  the  Government  of  France  muft  at  all  events  bej 
changed,  and  the  reftoratiori  of  fome  fpecles  of  Monarchy  take  place  j 
fuch  being  the  refult  of  all  former  declarations,    what  was  thfr 
amendment  made  by  the  Mirtiftcr  ?  It  confirmed  every  declaratidri 
that  had  be^n  made  prcvioufly  to  it      An  argument  had  been  ufa^, 
that  though  the  Government  might  not  refufe  to  negociate  widi  a 
Republic,  yet  with  the  prefent  Government  of  France  they  would 
not  negociate — Was  that  intended  to  be  the  declaration  of  the 
Houfe  ?  Upon  this  ftatcmcnt  he  would  not  go  again  irito  argumcntt 
on  the  profpcdl  of  fuccefs ;  for  he  did  not  believe  that,  out  of  a 
very  fmall  circle,  there  exifted  a  man  who  entertained  the  fmallcft 
hope  of  efFcfting  fuch  a  change  in  the  French  Government  by  thfi 
war,  as  to  enable  the  Government  to  enter  into  a  negociation,  not- 
withftanding  the  fanguinc  prediSions  and  rafti  affertions  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman. 

In  order,,  however,  to  fupport  his  opinions,  the  ri^t  honourable 
gentleman  had  recourfe  to  partial  and  mutilated  accounts  of  the  cte- 
bates  of  the  Convention,  and,  from  the  weak  and  violent  fpeeches 
of  certain  members  of  that  body,  he  wifhed  to  infer  that  there  was 
fuch  a  degree  of  debility  in  the  rcfources  of  'France,  that  we  had 
tlie  hopes  of  continuing  tlie  war  with  the  faireft  profpedl  of  ulti- 
mate fuccefs.  But  againft  all  tliefe  hypothetical  reafonings,  there 
was  to  be  oppofed  the  uniform  experience  of  all  the  events  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  and  yet  thefe  arguments  were 
flill  continued  to  be  enforced  with  a  weight  of  experimental  evidence 
againft  them,  which  muft  make  every  well-informed  man  at  once 
furprifedand  difguftcd  at  the  repetition.  In  the  courfe  of  the  fof- 
mer  debates  upon  that  fubjeft,  he  had  cited  the  inftance  of  Ame- 
rica, in  oriler  to  (hew  that  thofe  violent  meafures,  the  neccffatf 
confequence  of  a  Revolutionary  Govnemmcnt,  were  by  no  flwn* 
incompatjblq  with  the  future  profperity  and  peace  of  a.tififlgSOl^^ 
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During  the  war  wiA  Americay  as  well  as  in  the  war  trith  France, 
zhw  of  maximum  was  introduced,  paper  credit  was  firft  introduced,, 
and  the  moft  violent 'mcafurcs  ufcd  to  prevent  its  depreciation ;  and 
yet  America,  nofwithftanding  all  obftacles,  had  obtained  her  inde- 
pendence, and  had  rifcn  in  glory,  honour,  and  affluence.     Here, 
however,  he  might  perhaps  be  renoinded  of  the  very  different  na- 
tures of  the  French  and  American  contefts,  and  of  that  effential 
diftindion  which  muft  ever  be  made  between  genuine  freedom  and 
a  wicked  and  ungovernable  licentioufnefs.     But  this  diftinftion, 
though  in  many  rcfpefls  it   might  be  admitted  to   be  juft,  yet  it 
would  hardly   fervc   the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  made.     The 
^  French,  whatever  their  cxceffes  might  be — (and  in  condemning  the 
numerous  a<3s  of  atrocity  of  which  they  had  been  guilty,  no  one 
could  be  more  fincere  or  earned  than  himfelf) — the  French,  he 
contended,  were  ftill  animated  with  vigour  in  what  they  imagined 
to  be  the  caufe  of  freedom  ;  and  while  their  armies  were  afluated  by 
the  enthufiafm  which  that  principle  infpired,  all  attempts  at  fub-^ 
duing  them  muft  be  vain  apd  impradticable.     Two  years  ago,  their 
rcfources  were  (aid  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  rapid  decline  ;  and  from  that 
decline  their  fpeedy  extindion  was  confidently  prognofticated.  Such 
^'cre  the  reafonings  by  which  laft  year  the  Houfc  had  been  perfuaded 
into  a  belief  of  the  profpedl  of  the  fpeedy  termination  of  the  conteft ; 
and  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  it  was  faid,  would  foon  realize 
thefplendid  anticipationoffuccefs  with  which  we  had  been  dazzled. 
How,  in  point  of  faft,  had  it  turned  out  ?     We  were  witneffes  to 
exertions,  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  admitted  to 
l>e  unprecedented,  from  this  exhaufted  country,  and  which  had  ren- 
dered it  the  terror  and  admiration  of  every   enemy  ;  and  thus,  if 
vre  went  on  to  eftimate  their  decay  from  their  exertions,  we  might 
find  them  in  the  complete  enjoyment  of  vidory,  while  our  Minifter 
was  affuring  us  they  were  on  the  verge  of  defperation.     Suppofing 
"for  a  moment  that  the  people  of  France  were  to  argue  that  a  famine 
was  apprehended  to  be  faft  approaching  in  England,  from  an  ac- 
tount  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Lord  Mayor  on  the  price  of  bread, 
^at  the  rcfources  of  the  country  were  nearly  exhaufted  ;  and  that 
the  navy  of  England  could  not  be  manned  without  very  extraordi- 
nary meafures,  and  indeed  the  plan  which  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  propofed  for  that  purpofe,  refembled  that  of  putting  a 
c^tain  number  of  men  in  requlfition  ?  What,  he  would  aflc,  would 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  fay,  if  it  was  concluded  ia  France,, 
from  thefe  proceedings  of  ours,  that  we  were  on  the  verge  of  ruin  ? 
Moft  unqueftionably,  he  would  treat  fuch  conclufions  with  con- 
tempt.    His  own  conclufions  on  the  ftate  pf  France,  from  tlie.evi- 
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dence  he  had  \  given,  were  in  the  fame  predicament.      How,  thcn^ 
could  we  expeS  fuccefs  in  contending  with  the  French  fix)m.  the  idcJU 
of  their  refourccS  being  nearly  exhaufted  ?  Had  we  any  hope  of  fuo-j 
ceeding  by  force  ?  or  had  we  any  hope  from  the  divifions  amof^ 
themfelvos  ?  What  had  been  the  confequence  of  the  fuccefs  of  the 
combined  armies  i  While  Dumourier  was  fuccefsful,    Paris  was  h\ 
confufion,  and  became  fubjedl  to  the  dominion  of   the   Briffotind 
faftion.     When  the  combined  army  was  fuccefsful,  the  BriffotiiH^ 
faflion  was  dcftroycd,  and  fucceeded  by  the  tyranny  of  Roberfpicnc,. 
In  (hort,  if  we  reviewed  the  whole  war  from  its  commencement  ffi 
the  prefent  time,  we  (hould  find  that  the  only  efFedt  of  the  fucccfi^ 
of  the  allies  was  to  unite  the  French  t&  their  executive  Govcrrancntii'. 
They  divided  amongft  themfelves  only  when  their  own  armies  were, 
fuccefsful.     What,  therefore,  became  of  our  hopes  of  dividing  tfac 
French  againft  each  other,  when  our  defeats  contributed  more  to 
that  than  our  viftories.     But  it  was  faid,  we  (hould  not  tWnk  of 
treating  with  France  for  peace,  bccaufe  we  could  have  no  fecurim 
He  hardly  knew  how  to  argue   that  point.     Security  for  peace  i» 
was  afraid  we   could  not  have  from  any  power  in  Europe.     Thf, 
fecurity  of  peace  was  founded  chiefly  on  the  intereft  of  the  parties.. 
Could  \\c  have  had  better  fecurity  from  Louis  XIV.,  who,  althou^ 
a  Monarch,  was  not  lefs  the  enemy  of  this  country  than  the  prefent 
Republic  of  France  ?    What  fecurity  could  we  have  had  for  peace 
from  Louis  XVL  were  he  living,  or  even  from  Louis  XVIL  wcr» 
he  now  upon  the  throne  r  None  but  fuch  as  was  founded  upon  their 
intereft,  and  that  intereft,  according  to  the  point  of  view  in  which 
the  fubjeft  might  appear  to  them.     Not   fo  exadlly  the  cafe  with 
regard  to  the  French  Republic  ;  for  they  were  bound  to  give  wayt» 
popular  opinion  ;  and  if  honourable  terms  were  offered  to  thcffl^ 
the  popular  opinion  would  naturally  be  in  favour  of  fuch  terms.—  • 
Therefore,  if  the  queftion  of  fecurity  muft  be  confidercd,  we  had 
a  better  profpc<?l  of  It  from  a^  Republic,  than  from  a  defpotic  Mo- 
narch.    Poffibly,  he  might  be   told  there  was  an  inftance  of  ^ 
uncertainty  of  the  fecurity  he  had  been  mentioning   in  the  cafe  ot 
America  and  France.     He  admitted,  that  M.  Genet  had  condufl- 
fid  himfelf  improperly  in  America,  and  was   recalled.     Thatvff- 
tuous  and  able  man.  General  Wafliington,  had  by  his  wlfdom  pre* 
fcrved  the  peace  of  his  country.     He  made  complaints,  and  ^ 
attended  to  in  the  manner  which  fuch  a  chara«Ser  defervcd.    But 
as  to  Miniftcrs  exceeding  their  inftruftions,  that  was   net  oew> 
'  there  were  fcveral  inftances  of  fuch  conduct  in  oth^r  countries.^ 
With  regard  to  what  the  Minifter  had  faid  on  the  danger  of  inttO* 
iucing.  French  principles  into  this  country,  he  would  aflchiiD)  ^^ 
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really  thought,  that  to  burden  the  people,  was  the  way  to  make 
them  more  contented  with  their  fituation,  and  confequently  to  make 
it  Icfs  likely  that  any  dangerous  principles  might  find  their  way 
afflongft  them  ?     Or  did  he  really  think,  that  while  the  people  of 
this  country  were  permitted  to  continue  in  a  ftate  of  profperity,  that 
they  would  be  ready  to  plunge  themfelves  into  confufion  and  diftrefs  ? 
Upon  thcfc  confiderations,  he  thought  himfelf  entitled  to  call  upon 
*at  Houfe  to  remove  every  thing  that  appeared  to  be  a  bar  againft 
the  poffibilily  of  opening  a  negodation  for  peace.     This  bar  exift- 
ed  in  the  diiSerent  declarations  to  which  he  had  already  alluded. 
But  then  the  Minifter  would  aflc,  what  difpofition  did  the  French 
fcew  to  make  peace  with  us  ?  He  would  fay,  that  the  French  had 
declared  they  would  make  peace  with   fome  powers,  in  order  to 
carry  on  the  war  more  vigoroufly  againft  others.     From  which  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  endeavoured  to  conclude  that  they  had 
w  difpofition  of  peace  towards  us.     Now,  from  thefe  premifcs  he 

.  Ajcw  a  contrary  conclufion  ;  and  he  would  fay,  that  the  fair  con- 
ftni6Hon  to  be  put  upon  that  declaration  was,  that  the  French  wiih- 
«d  for  peace  generally,  and  that  they  would  make  peace  with  all 

^  tbfe  who  were  willing  to  make  peace  with  them.     The  kitempe- 
«te  exprelfions  which  fome  of  the  Members  of  the  National  Con- 
vention had  made  ufe  of  when  fpeaking  againft  this  country,  had 
been,  he  feared,  too  much  occafioncd  by  very  indifcreet  exprefTions 
in  that  Houfe.     Had  it  not  often  been  faid  that  there   muft  be  a 
determination  in  this  country  to  carry  on  againft  the  French,  a  war 
od  internecionem  ?  What  were  they  to  think  of  fuch  determination  ? 
It  was,  therefore,  not  at  all  wonderful  that  many  of  the  Members 
of  the  National  Convention  (hould  be  much  irritated,  and  (hould 
have  made  ufe  of  very  exceptionable   language,  as  well  as  fome 
Members  in  that  Houfe.     What  really  was  the  difpofition  of  the 
French  with  regard  to  peace  muft  be  matter  of  opinion  and  conjec- 
ture \  but  were  he  to  be  afked  his,  the  anfwer  would  Idc,  that  he 
believed  the  French  would  not  at  this  moment  be  averfc  to  nego- 
ciation.     Perhaps  he  was  <lcceived  in  this;  but  he   could  not  be 
convinced  of  his  error,  until  the  experiment  had  been  tried.     But 
how  tried  ?  Surely  not  by  humiliation,  but  by  a  fair  and  equitable 
offer  to  negociate,  upon  honourable  terms.      If  this  were  tried  un- 
fuccefsfully,  nothing  farther  could  be  faid  upon  the  fubjcft  ;  w« 
muft  proceed  in  the  war  with  the  utmoft  vigour.     All  he  wanted, 
by  what  he  {hould  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  was,  to  remove  thofe  inju- 
dicious declarations  which  taught  all  whcf  knew  of  them  to  bclievf 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Minifter  to  carry  on  the  war,  for  tb 
purpofe  of  dcftroying  the  Government  of  France.     He  wiftie* 
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pave  the  way  for  a  negociation,  by  acknowledging  the  exccudvc 
power  of  France  ;  and  furely  it  was  no  great  conceffion  to  acknow- 
ledge the  cxiftence  of  a  power  which  noade  all  Europe  fircmblc— 
There  was  nothing  degrading  to  us  in  making  fuch  an  acknowledgc- 
incnt*     They  had  not  denied  oQr  competence  to  treat  with  them, 
and  he  faw  no  danger  in  acknowledging  their  competence  to  treat 
with  us.     But  the  rigJit  honourable  gentleman  would  alk,  Upon 
what  terms  would  we  make  peace  r  This  would  be  an  unfair  qucf- 
tion.     He  had  avoided  mentioning  any  thing  about  terms  ;  thcfe ' 
he  left  to  the  Executive  Government,  a  power  which  was  juftly  pof- 
feffed  of  the  means  of  judging  firft  upon  that  fubjed.     He  knew, 
that  had  he  mentioned  any  thing  of  terms,  he  fhould  be  aiked  bj 
fliat  right  honourable  gentleman,  if  he  would  wi(h  to  ftate  to  his 
enemies  the  terms  on  which  we  would  accept  peace,  before  wc 
knew  any  thing  of  their  difpofition,  and  whether  he  would  wifli  to 
encourage  the  enemy  to  advance  in  its  demand  of  terms,  by  our 
readinefe  to  propofe  conceffions.     He  therefore  avoided  every  thing 
upon  that  point.     Indeed,  he    knew   that  the  Very  nature  of  the 
circumiftances  of  war,  might,  witliin  an  hour,  alter  the  coin[^c5don 
of  that  cafe.     All  that  he  afked  of  the  Houfe  was,  that  they  would 
confider  ferioufly,  aud  confcientioufly,  whether  they  were  prepared 
to  countenance  the  Minifter  k\  his  perfeverance  in  a  war,  carried  on 
for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  changing  the  Government  of  France- 
it  was  not  neceflary  for  him  to  fay,  to  reftor^  the  old  Government 
of  France.     But  let  the  Houfe  confider,  whether  they  would  an- 
fwer  to  their  confciences  and  to  their  countiy,  for  fupportingawar 
upon  fuch  a  principle.     He  had  faid  he  believed  that  the  people  of 
this  country  were  almoft  unanimous  in  their  defire  for  a  ncgociarion; 
ne  would  now  repeat  that  opinion,  and  add,  that  he  believed  diat 
the  people  of  this  country  were  almoft  unanimous  in  a  wifli  that  aa 
honourable  peace  (hould   be  concluded  between  this  counny  and 
France.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  expreffed  himfelf  as  if 
he  ftill  thought  that  the  people  of  this  country  Were  eager  to  cany 
on  the  war,  and  that  too  upon  his  pririciple.     But  a  right  honour- 
able friend  of  his  (Mn  Windham)  lamented  that  the  people  never 
had  been  fufFiciently  eager  for  this  war.     Now,  upon  this  fubjed, 
he  could  only  fay,  that  in  all  popular  meetings  where  petitions  had 
been  difcuffed,  and  there  were  already  a  confiderable  number,  the 
refoliition  for  peace  had  been  carried  in  them  by  a  great  majoritv. 
Something  like  counter-petitions  had  been  attempted  ;  but  diey  had 
been  all  obtained  on  the  principle  of  a(king  for  peace  in  a  way  nw 
likely  to  be  fuccefsful  than  the  others.     If  this  was  not  fo,  kt  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  Ihew  him  one  petition  that  did  not  a- 
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prefsly  aik  for  peace.  Having  difchimed  all  idea»  oF  dtfeouraging 
die  people  of  this  country,  by  bringing  this  fubjedl  ibrward  again^ 
and  infixing  on  the  neodTity  of  the  Houfe  coming  to  an  explicit  de« 
daration,  whether  or  not  diis  war  was  to  be  continued  for  the  pur« 
pofe  of  defhoying  the  Government  of  France,  and  alfo  on  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  the  Public  being  properly  informed  on  diat  point,  he  coA« 
.  duded  with  moving  the  following  refolution : 

Refolvcd,  That  this  Houfc  coniidering  that  in  the  fupport  which  it 
has  given  to  His  Majcfty  in  the  prolccution  of  the  prcfent  war,  it  has  at 
BO  time  had  any  other  obj^d,  but  to  reftore  to  thefe  kingdoms  the  blef* 
nngs  of  an  eijuitablc  peace.  That  with  a  view  to  accomplifh  this  hu« 
ihane  and  deiirable  end,  every  formal  difHculty  which  may  fland  in  the 
Way  of  a  pacific  negociation  with  the  Poweri  with  which  we  are  at  war, 
ought»  in  the  firft  inftancc,  to  be  removed  ;  and  that  without  fome  ac- 
knowledgement of  the  exiflcnce  of  a  competent  Power  in  France  with 
which  His  Majefly  may  negociate,  and  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace  oa 
juft  and  reafonable  terms  for  both  oa rites,  there  can  be  no  termination  of 
the  prefcnt  war,  but  in  the  dellru(5tion  of  one  of  them. 

Confidering  farther,  that  the  exiftence  of  fuch  a  competent  Power  in 
Prance  has  been  dirediiy  acknowledged  by  feveral  of  the  Powers  of  Eu- 
rope, as  well  as  by  the  United  States  of  America,  with  allofwhom^ 
during  the  prefent  war,  France  has  maintained  the  accuflomed  relation 
of  peace  and  amity  : 

And  confidering  alfo  the  exigence  of  fuch  a  competent  Power  in  Francfe 
has  been,  in  various  inftances,  virtually  admitted  even  bj'  the  Belligerent 
Powers  themfelvcs,  fome  of  whom  have  entered  into  public  rcfolutioos 
to  make  overtures  f'>r  peace,  is  of  opinion  that  the  Govcrnmeot  now  ex- 
ifting  in  France  is  competent  to  entertain  and  conclude  a  negociation  for 
peace  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr,  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that,  when  this  fujed  was  laft 
before  the  Houfe,  he  had  exprcffed  his  doubts  on  the  propriety  of 
making  fuch  declarations  on  the  part  of  this  country  as  were  then 
called  for.  He  would  now  fay,  that  he  remained  fo  much  of  the 
fame  opinion,  that  he  was  certain  no  poflible  good,  but  on  the 
odier  hand,  much  mifchief  muft  arifc  from  declarations  of  any  fort, 
and  more  efpecially  of  that  fort  which  the  honourable  gentleman's 
motion  of  this  day  feemed  to  hold  out.  He  faid  he  conceived  it  to 
be  a  principle  of  the  Conftitution  of  England,  that  neither  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  nor  any  other  body,  had  a  right  to.  interfere 
'with,  or  didate  to,  the  Executive  power  in  any  matter  or  thing 
^hh  the  Conftitution  had  expresfly  entrufted  to  tliat  Executive 
Power.  If  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  or  if  the  people  fhould,  at 
any  time,  be  of  opinion  that  the  fervants .  of  tlie  Crown,  or  Exe- 
cutive Power,  had  forfeited  all  title  to  their  confidence,  then  either 
or  both  of  thefe  bodies,  had  a  very  plain  and  fimple  mode  of  pro- 
cedure only  Jo  adopt,  which  was  that  of  addreffing  His  Majefty  to 
remove  thofe  fervants  from  his  councils  in  order  to  obtain  that  re- 
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drefs  which  they  might  think  the  nature  add  (ituation  o(  their  cafe 
required.     The  honourable  gentleman  who  brought  forward  the 
inotion,  againft  the  adoption  of  which  he  was  now  about  to  ai]gue| 
had,  in  his  opinion,  by  fo  doing,  irpproperly  interfered  with  the 
Executive  Power,  inafmuch  as  this  motion  went  to  bind  the  Execu- 
tive Power  to  a  prccife  period  of  time  in  which  it  was  thought 
n^ceffary  to  enter  into  a  negociation  for  peace,  a   point  which 
belonged  to  the  Executive  zlone.     It  was  true  It  did  not  exprefsly 
,  fay  that  the  Minifters  of  the  Crown  fliould  inftantly  ncgociate  a 
peace  ;  but  it  conveyed  a  fentiment  very  nearly  approaching  to  it ; 
for  it  faid  that  the  prefcnt  Government  of  France,  a3  it  now  exifts, 
was  no  impediment  to  entering  into  a  negociation.      For  his  part, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  faid,  he  was  of  a  contrary  opinion, 
and  in  that  opinion  he  had  no  doubt  he  (hould  be  fupported  by  a 
very  great  majority  of  that  Houfe.     He  by  no  means  complained 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  for  bringing  forward  this  motion  ;  he 
had,  in  ditc&  and  manly  terms,  avowed  that  he  had  not  the  fmalieft 
confidence  in  the  prefent  fervants  of  His  Majefty,    and  that  he 
thought  them  incapable  of  carrjung  on  the  war  with  due  and  proper 
cfFeft.     The  honourable  gentleman  had  an  undoubted  right  to  form 
fuch  an  opinion,  and   an  equal  right  to  avow  it ;  but  it  was  not 
to  this  defcription  of  men  that  he  meant  now  to  addrefs  what  he 
had  to  fay ;  it  was  to  perfons  of  a  very  different   defcription,  ^ 
very  great  majority  of  that  Houfe,  who  had,  from  the  very  com- 
mencement of  the  war  to  the  Jprefent  hour,  placed  the  utnfioft  con- 
fidence in  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  and  who  had,  very  lately  ia- 
deed,  affured  His  Majefty  that  they  would  ufe  every  exertion  in 
their  power  to  enable  His  Majefty  to  profecute  the  war  with  addi- 
tional energy  and  vigour.     His  right  honourable  friend's  amend- 
ment laft  night  certainly  declared  that  it  would  not  be  proper  or 
expedient  to  make  peace  with  France,  until  there  exifted  in  that 
country  fuch  a  Government  as  might  enfure  fecurity  and  fteadineis 
in  any  treaty  which  we  might  enter  into  with  them.     But  excepting 
that  dcfire  which  it  expreffed  to  have  fecurity  and  reliance  upon  tho 
party  to  be  treated  with,  there  was  nothing  in  that  declaration  that 
was  againft  our  treating  with  any  particular  form  of  Government  i 
neither  did  it  exprefs  a  wifti  to  didate  any  Government  j!o  ^ 
country,  or  make  any  particular  objedlion  even  to  the  prcfentj  rubng 
party,  farther  than   a  wifti,  Under  all  the  circumftanccs,  \hat  it 
was  a  Government  in  a  fituation  which  could  be  depended  upian  ^ 
maintain  any  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  that  could 'be  concluoeo 
between  this  country  and  that.      Having  faid  thus  much,  he  voulfl 
fairly  put  it  to  the  Houfe,  whether  any  fartlier  declaration,  p*^' 
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cularly  fuch  an  one  as  the  honourable  gentleman  now  propofedy  was 
either  nccefTary^  proper,  politic,  or  wife  ?  He  would  aik  thofc 
who  had  voted  for  the  amendment  on  the  night  before,  if  they  could 
think  it  right?  their  anfwer,  he  was  furc,  would  be  "certainly 
not."  He  therefore  trudedy  that  all  thofe  who  had  not  withdrawn, 
and  faw  no  reafon  to  withdraw,  their  confidence  from  the  Executive 
Government,  mud  be  fatisfied  that  hb  right  honourable  friend's 
amendment  went  far  enough,  and  that  all  other  declarations  were 
not  only  unneceffary,  but  wrong.  He  muft  allow,  that  much  de- 
pended upon  the  objc6l  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  in 
bringing  forward  repeated  motions  of  this  fort.  If  he  did  not  re- 
pofe  confidence  in  the  prefent  Minifters,  this  mode  was  certainly 
a  fair  one  if  he  meant  it  as  an  engine  for  difplacing  them  ;  to  him» 
therefore,  and  thofe  who  took  up  this  as  a  p^rty  queftion,  he  was 
not  addrefling  himiblf  now  ;  he  would  addrefs  thofe  who  had 
agreed  in  his  right  honourable  friend's  amendment,  who  really 
wifhed  that  peace  could  be  obtained,  but  never  that  it  (hould  be 
foed  for,  far  lefs  concluded,  until  it  could  be  done  with  fafety  and 
honour  to  this  country,  as  well  as  the  general  advantage  of  Europe. 
And  be  the  Government  of  France  what  it  may,  he  gave  it  as  his 
decided  opinion,  that  this  country  ought  to  come  to  no  declaration 
wherein  thefe  were  not  the  ultimate  and  only  objefts.  The  ho- 
noiirable  gentleman  had  endeavoured  to  fupport  the  motion  which, 
he,  this  night,  brought  forward  for  the  confideration  a»d  determi- 
nation of  the  Houfe,  by  quoting  paffages  from  the  declaration  of 
Lord  Hood  previous  to  the  giving  up  of  Toulon,  by  his  fubfequent 
declaration  of  the  29th  of  October  1793,  and  by  the  declaration 
of  Lord  Auckland  at  the  Hague ;  but  he  faid,  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  certainly  mifreprefentcd  the  meaning  of  thefe  paf- 
fages, and  had  drawn  inferences  from  them  which  the  language  did 
not  warrant.  But  why  have  recourfe  to  thofe?  They  certainly 
were  not  the  language  of  Minifters ;  neither  had  thofe  \i^ho  pu- 
bli(hed  them  any  inftrudions  from  Minifters  fo  to  do.  Not  that 
he^  condemned  any  thing  that  was  in  thofe  papers,  becaufe  he  be-r 
lieved  they  were  juft  what  they  ought  to  have  been ;  but  being 
diftatcd  from  the  circumftanc^s  and  emergency  at  the  time,  and 
with  that  difcretion  and  ability  which  thofe  noble  Lords  poiTeffed, 
it  was  improper  to  afcribe  to  Minifters,  as  their  language,  the 
terms  on  which  papers  were  expreffed,  which  they  never  could 
nave.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  not  only  the  Ian* 
guagc  of  thefe  declarations,  but  alfo  from  time  to  time,  delivered 
by  Minifters  fincc  the  commencement  of  the  war,  held  forth  the 
fsntiment  that  no  peace  cfAild  be  cntei;ed  intOi  or  was  intended  to 
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be  entered  into  by  the  piefent  Mimfters,  unlefs  a  monarchial  Go- 
vernment was  rcftored  in  France ;  nay,  he  had  even  gone  fo  far 
as  to  fay,  unlefs  the  old  defpotic  monarchy  of  France  was  rcftoied. 
This  he  pofitively  denied  ;  and  he  defied  the  honourable  gendeman 
to  prove  that  Minifters  had  ever,  either  in  written  declarations  or 
by  word  of  mouth,  expreffed  fuch  to  be  their  fcnfe  and  determina- 
tion.    As  individuals,  perhaps,  they  might  havefpoken  their  oinn 
private  opinions  ;  he  believed  he  had,  for  one,  faid  that  he  could 
wifti  a  monarchial  form  of  Government  to  be  received  again  in 
France;  ^and  he  was  fairly  of  opinion,  that  no  fettled  or  fecurc 
Government  would  ever  prevail  in  that  unhappy  country  until  a 
monarchy  was  reftored  of  fome  kind  or  other  ;  but  he  never  had 
iricntioned  the  reftoration  of  the  old  defpotifm  as  his  wifti,  nor  had 
.  he  ever  faid,  and  it  was  unfair  to  infer  it  of  His  Majefty's  Mi- 
nifters,  that  any  of  them,  becaufe  they  might  wifli  for  a  particular 
form  of  Government,  would  therefore .  advife  His  Majcfly  not  to 
make  a  peace  till  fuch  a  form  fliould  be  eftabliflied.     However, 
Mr.  Dundas  faid,  had  the  declarations  contained  the  language  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  contended  they  did,  but  which  he  de- 
nied, ftill  it  was  not  the  language  of  Minifters.      It  could  only  be 
faid  it  was  the  language  of  Lord  Hood  and  Lord  Auckland.     Lord 
Hood  was  fcnt  out  by  Mlnifters  without  any  particular  inftrucKons; 
he  afted  according  to  his  own  difcretion,  for  what  he  thought  bcft 
for  the  interefts  of  his  country — a  condufl  which  had  always  emi- 
nently diftinguiflied  the  life  of  that  noble  Lord.     As  to  Lord  Auck- 
land, he  had  expreffed  himfelf  as  was  very  natural  for  a  man  to 
do  in  his  fituation,  with  great  warmth  and  zeal,  he  had  ahnoft 
faid  with  indignation,  againft  the  atrocities  that  were  then  com- 
mitting in  France.     His  Lordfliip  had  fpoken  indignandy  of  the 
cruel  and  infamous  conduct  of  the  regicides,  and  he  believed  that 
at  that  precife  period  of  time,  almoft  every  man  in  Europe  thoqgbt 
and  fpoke  as  indignantly  of  thofc  regicides,  as  Lord  Auckland  had 
done.     Still,  this  was  not  the  language  of  Minifters,  but  only  of 
Lord  Auckland  and  Lord  Hood.     But  even  admitting,  for  the  6kc 
of  argument,  that  thefe  declarations  had  all  been  fandlionedj  or  even 
drawn  up  by  Minifters,  he  denied  that  the  meaning  of  the  language 
was  fuch  as  was  contended  for  by  the  honourable  gentleinan,  and 
certainly  did  not  hold  forth  the  doftrine  that  no  peace  could  be  mido 
with  France  till  a  monarchial  Government  was  reftored.     Of  Ac 
honourable  gentleman,  and  thofe  who  wiihed  to  negociate  widj  die 
prefcnt  Government  of  France,  lie  would  afk  this  queftion,  ^Whci- 
thcr,  from  the  time  of  the  firft  revolution  of  that  country  dpwnO 
the  prefent,  there  was  any  time  at  which  they  could  not  have  nq^ 
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dated  ?     He  was  fure  there  had  been  fuch  times,  and  if  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  would  cxercife  his  judgement  as   much  as  his 
'  ^oquence,  he  would  find  that  this  was,  of  all  others,  the  moft 
unwife,  impolitic,  and  impradticable  time  for  fuch  a  negociation 
as  that  piopofed.     He  recurred  to  his  former  ailment  againft  de-» 
clarations   of   any   fort,  whatever  Government  cxiftecj  in  France, 
and  thought  the  Houfe,  by  their  former  vote,  had  gone  fully  as  far 
as  they  ought  to  do.     The  only  thing  which,  in  his  mind,  rc-^ 
'  mained  for  them  to  do,  was  to  decide  on  carrying  on  a  vigorous  war^ 
.  as  the  furcft  means  of  effedling  a  fecure  and  honourable  peace  ;  any 
'  attempt  at  negociation  he  confidercd  as  crippling  the  energy  of  the 
I  executive  Government,  and  therefore  not  Icfs  dangerous  thaifi  im- 
i  proper.      It   could  do  no  pbflible  good,  and  might  eventually  do 
!    much  mifchief.     The  rcfponfibility  of  Miniftcrs  was  a  fufiicient 
k  check  upon  their   conduit ;  but  that  rcfponfibility'  they  would  in 
y  fome  meafure  be  relieved   from,  were  the  means  of  carrying  on 
i    ^fe  plans  to  be  taken  out  of  their  hands,  and  the  ronduA  they 
I   muft   follow  prcfcribed  by  others,     A  confideration  of  times  and 
;    circumftances  could  not  be  feparated  whenever  negociation  became 
\    poflfible* — He  confidered  the  late  acquifitions  of  the  enemy  as  un- 
favourable in  the  higheft  degree  to  any  attempt  to  negociate.     He 
here  adverted  to  the  great  ftrength  of  the  French  navy,  which,  he- 
allowed,  was  greater  than  it  ought  to  be>  and  greater  than  It  had 
«ver  been  in  the  heft  times  of  the  Monarchy — and  greater  than  he 
hoped  it  very  foon  would  be.     He  adverted  alfo   to    their  being* 
poffeffed    of  Brabsfnt,  Fl:lndcrs,  and  Holland,  as    circumftances 
^hich  ought  to  weigh  greatly  againft  a  propofal  for  peace  coming 
from  this  country  at  the  prefent  moment.     He  reminded  the  Houfe 
^hat  they  had,  in  their  addrefs>  affured  His  Majefty  of  their  zeal 
*nd  fupport  in  catrj^ing  on  the  war,  and  therefore  he  muft  think 
that  motions  brought  on  day  after  day,  enticing  them  to  miake  de- 
<ilarations  perfectly  inconfiftsnt  with  their  affurances  to  the  Throne, 
ought  not  to  be  encouraged,  befidesji  they  tended  to  weaken  and 
harafs  Government.     If,  inftead  of  daily  agitating  thefe  queftiohs, 
gentlemen  weredifpleafed  with  the  prenfcnt  Miniftqrs,  why  did  they 
not  move  a  refolution  of  that  Houfe  xo  put  the  management  of  the 
public  affairs  into  other  hands ;  if,  howt:ver,  tjic  Houfe  had  not 
withdrawn  their  confidence  from  die  Executive  Governmenr,  they 
Would  truft  to  thgt  refpt^Wlity  which  was  a  fufficicnt  inducement 
to  Minifters  to  tranfact  whatever  bufincfs  they  were  entrufted  with 
*n  the  mariner 'whi$h  they  conceived  to  be  moft  for  the  good  of  their 
<2ountry.     He  averred  that  His  Majefty's  Miniftcrs  had   already 
£onc  as  far  as  they  ought,  by  the  amendment  which  had  been 
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adopted  bii  the  honourable  igenfleman's  ihotioh  a  few  nights  ^ 
in  which  they  had  faid,  thjit  no  fonn  of^Government  (hould  pre- 
vent  ^  ncgociation  for  peace,  whchevcr  it  could  be  entered  upoo 
wkh  a  profpeft  of  fecuritr,  of  amity,  and  good  fakh.— ^A  vigorous 
profecution  of  the  war  new,  wrth  the  vaft  means  and  rcfouices  that 
this  country  pofleiledy  was  the  heft  means  of  obtaining  this  fecuritjr* 
The  pr^fent  motion^  by  dcpreflSng  the  Ijpifits  of  the  people  at  this 
til*e,  would  have  a  very  bad  effect,  afid  therefore  he  found  hiarfell 
wrier  the  neccffity  of  moving  the  prcvioias  queftion» 

Sir  EDWARD  KNATCHBULL  faid,.  he  rofe  for  thecxprefs* 
purpofe  of  fcconding  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Dundas,  as  he  watf 
p<rfitivc  the  Miwftcrshad  never  ufedthe  language  imputcrf  to  dicm. 
He  regreted  that  he  could  not  complhnent  the  honourable  gentle* 
man  on  his  prdent  motion,  as  he  had  done  on  die  former  occaiiony 
when  he 'gave  {previous  notfce  of  the  words  of  hrs  motion.  The 
honourable  gentleman  ftated  that  the  French  were  willing  to  n^ 
eiatc  ;  but  he  really  believed  thstt  they  would  liften^  to  no  ncgocia- 
tion.  He  alfo  fialcd  that  the  Englilh  were  unanimous  m  wifhing 
for  peace ;  they  are  unanimous  for  peace,  but  think  a  vigorous 
, profecution  of  tbt  war  the  only  means  df  obtaining  ft»  Theydcr 
not  wanfit  the  precarious  peace  mentioned  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, but  a  peace  likely  to  be  permanent  and  fccure.  He  <xxt 
tended,:  that  if  motions  of  this  fort  were  brought  forward,  thef 
confequehce  would  be  to  produce  nothing  but  interruption  and 
difagreement,  when  aflfedion  and  •  unanimky  thronghout  die  nation 
M«:-c  fo  much  wanted. 

Lord  HOOD  feding  himfcif  called  on  iit  st  pscrticular  manner 
by  what  was  ftated  with  refpedt  to  Toulon,  begg^  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe.  for  a  few  minutes.     His   Loxdihip  ftated,  that  the 
people  of  Toulon  and  Marfeilles,  execrating  their  rulers,  and  wip- 
ing for  the  refforation  of  Monarchy,  had  applied  to  him  for  pro^- 
te^ion  which/  upon  thefe  conditions,  he  agreed  to- afford  thcmr 
without  any  particular  }n(hfu<Slion*  or  communication®  With  Mi- 
niftcrs  at  home.      From  a  confcious  fenfc  of  doing  what  he  thou^ 
his  duty  tohisvConntry,  and  an  ^ffcntial  fervice  to  the Toulonnefey 
he  did  take  them  under  his  protection ;  and  as  to  the  proclamatioi^ 
it  was  entirely  his  own.     Upon  that,  as  well  as  every  odier  fubjcSf 
he  had  one  general  X)bfervation  to  make,  that  he  would,  onr  air 
occafions,  a6t  up  to  the  heft  of  his  judgement  for  die  benefit  of  his 
country,  whenever  CaHed  on  fo  to  do;  nor  would  he  cvcr-ftrirw 
fipom  refponfibility  for'w^atever  he  might  fo  do>  but  fake  tism 
chance  of  gaining  that  approbation  which  it  had  always  been  oi^ 
fiudy  to  merit* 
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*  .  Mr.  WHITBRE AD  junior  rofe  to  fupport  the  motion,  and  to 
c&r  feme  d>fervations  upon  what  had  fallen  from  the  Secretary  of 
State ;  and  coofefied  that  he  rofe  under  fcnfations  of  awe  infinitely 
fupenor  to  thofe  which  always  impreiTed  him  when  addrefling  the 

/  Houib ;  ]:£caufe  he  felt  that  the.  dedilve  (Irugglc  was  hik  ap- 
proaching, in  which  individuals  were  to  ufe  their  laA  jexertions  as 
men,  and  in  that  momentous  contcft,  he  could  not  feel  that  an 
upitcd  nation  was  to  he  engaged.  The  Houfe  had  been  told  from 
great  authority,  that  a  Frendu  faflion  exifted  in  the  kingdom ;  the 
Legiilaturc  had  chaftifed  the  people  by  the  temporary  fufpenfion  of 
<m  of  their  dearcft  privileges.  If  tlut  chaflifement  was  defer  ved,  the 
inference  was  fearful  and  obvious;  if  unddervcd,  the  people  weep 
calumniated  by  their  Government,  and  between  the  calumniated 
^d  the  calumniatCH'-s,  ho  identity  of  Jntereft  or  fctling  could  ^xift. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had,  inftead  of  meeting  the  quef- 
tjon,  endeavoured  to  prove  tiiathis  honourable  fricBd  had  not  adopted 
^hc  jMTopcr  fine  of  conduift,  and  had  pointed  out  to  him  the  motion 
which  it  would  have  been  his  duty  to  make;  a  motion  for  the  re« 
njoval  of  Minifters. 

He  confeffcd  that  he  was  not  at  all  furprifcd  at  the  choice  of  the 
*^ight  honourable  gentleman.     The  motion  he  propofcd,  was  one 

;  from  which  he  could  not  apprehend  any  very  fatal  confcquences  to 
Ws  own  power ;  he  had  too  good  an  opinion  of  his  own  influence, 
^d  that  of  his  colleagues,  in  the  Houfe  of  Conmions,  to  imagine 
^t  an  addrefe  to  the  King,  of  that  nature,  would  be  carried ;  and 
«Vcn  if  it  was  carried,  he  coiald  ftlU  have  recourfe  to  a  meafure 
in  which  part  of  the  prefent  Adminiftration  Were  not  unpraflifcd, 
^  advife  the  King  not  to  attend  to  tlic  addreft  of  the  Commons, 
^d  to  retain  bSs  Minifters.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
*would  have  done  better,  in  his  opinion,  to  have  met  the  propofitioQ 
with  a  decided  negative  by  his  vote  as  well  as  his  fpeech,  and  to 
^ve  given  the  people  of  this  country,  as  well  as  of  France,  a  clear 
Jindcrftanding  ik  what  the  objeA  was  for  wllich  they  were  fighting. 
This,  it  was  contended,  had  been  done  on  a  former  night  by  the 
•^tticndment  moved  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  which  was 
fitted  to  be  explicit  upon  the  fubjed. 

^  Whether  this  was  the  faft  or  not,  he  fliould  leave  to  be  fettleji 
ky  the  mover  and  feconder  of  that  amendment ;  the  former  of  whom 
J^ad  declared  it  to  be  fo  totally  oppofcd.  to  the  original  motion  of 
*at  night,  that  he  fhould  haye  no  fcruple  to  giv?  that  motion  his 
^!rc(ft  native ;  and  the  Utter  had  declared  it  in  his  opinion  fo  clearly 
^^  comprrfiend  every  thing  propofcd  by  the  original  motion,  that  he 
^ould  hav^  voted  for  it,  had  not  that^amendmeat  been  propofed. 
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How  far  the  nation  might  take  that  amendment  for  a  genuine  and 
plain  expoliition  of  the  fentiments  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  he 
would  not  pretend  to  determine  ;  but  he  could  not  believe  diat  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchcquc;r  had  meant  that  it  (hould  be  undcrftood ; 
for  when  aflccd  for  an  explanation  of  thcfe  ambiguous  words,  he  had 
declined  giving  any  commentary  upon  tbem,  and  left  the  ^ords^ 
fpeak  for  themfclves.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  another  motion 
had  been  brought  forward  by  his  honourable  friend  ;  not  as  had  been 
falfely  dated,  in  order  to  throw  this  country  at  the  feet  of  France ; 
not  even  purporting  that  an  i  nmediate  negociaition  for  peace  ought 
to  be  attempted,  but  for  the  purpofe  of  removing  the  infurmount- 
able  obftaclc  to  negociation,  which  at  prefent  exifted.  The  right 
honourable  Secretary  had  cxpreffed  his  difapprobation  of  motions  ol 
this  nature  in  all  wars ;  he  muft,  however,  be  well  aware,  tha^ 
this  war  was  of  a  Angular  charafter.  In  ordinary  wars,  a  direS  re- 
cognition of  the  Government  againft  whom  we  were  contending, 
wss  certainly  fuperfluous,  but  in  this  inftance,  where  the  compe- 
tency of  the  exiiting  Government  in  France,  to  maintain  the  rela- 
tions  of  amity  had  been  exprefsly  ^  and  repeatedly  denied,  foron 
formal  refolution  of  the  nature  of  the  one  propofed,  was  an  indif* 
penfable  preliminary  to  peace.  His  honourable  friend  had,  as  k 
appeared  to  him,  moft  fufccefsfully  argued,  that  the  original  object  of 
the  war  was  the  reftoration  of  royalty  in  France.  Minifters  now  af- 
fcAcd  to  difclaim  that  doftrine  ;  but  in  difclaiming  it,  the  right  ho- 
nourable Secretary  had  delivered  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  inonafc 
chical  form  of  Government  was  the  only  one  in  France  which  could 
afibrd  to  us  a  reafonable  ground  of  fecurity  in  peace.  It  was  trao 
that,  alarmed  at  the  ftrength  of  his  own  expreflion,  he  had  after- 
.  wards  confiderably  foftcned  it,  and  told  the  Houfe  that  it  was  the 
bed  calculated  for  that  purpofe.  But  from  every  one  of  the  public 
declarations  of  this  country,  it  was  manifeft  that  the  reftoration  of 
royalty  wz%  the  objed  of  the  war  ;  and  more  particularly  from  the 
public  declarations  made  at  Toulon.  It  had  been  aflerted  thai 
Lord  Hood  had  no  inftruftions  from  Government  on  this  head, 
and  the  noble  Lord  had  himfelf,  on  that  evening,  confimicd  d» 
aflertion.  But  he  would  afk  whether  if  Lord  Hood  had  received  no 
pofitive  inftrudions  at  Icaft,  he  had  not  had  fome  .  converfa- 
tion  with  Minifters  previous  to  his  departure,  by  which  he  had  rc» 
gulated  his  condudl.  [Lord  Hood  faid  acrcfs  the  Houfe,  No,  No.] 
Mr.  Whitbread  faid,  he  certainly  (hould  not  difputc  the  fed  wiA 
the  noble  Lord,  but  that  he  could  not  help  remarking  upon  it,  » 
a  mdft  extraordinary  circumftance,  that  a  commander  ftouW  ^ 
fcot  upon  ^  fcrvic?  fq  in)poTOm  ^%  tb^t  cpmmitted  ta  the  auc  rf 
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&e  noble  Lord,  and  i)ot  receive  from  Minifters  the  fmalleft  inti- 
mation  of  the  nature  of  ihcir  intentions.  But  at  Icaft  the  commifli- 
oners  had  confirmed  the  afls  of  Lord  Hood  at  Toulon  as  far  as  they 
related  to  the  fupport  of  royalty  in  that  city.  Now,  hdd  we  been ' 
able  to  retain  poffcfllon  of  Toulon,  would  this  country  not  •  have 
Jbcen  pledged  to  carry  on  the  war  to  the  reftoration  of  Monajchy  in 
France  ?  Again  he  was  told  no.  Should  we  then  have  confented  to 
a  Republic  at  Paris,  and  fought  for  the  maintaining  of  a  monar- 
\  ehical  form  of  Government  at  Toulon  ?  Was  it  meant  to  pafs 
foch  abfurdities  upon  the  Houfe  and  upon  the  people  t 

If,   ho^wcver^  the  reftoration  of  a  monarchical  form  of  Govern- 
ment in  France  was  not  indifpenfable  to  a  negociation  for  peace, 
the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend  was  not  to  be  adopted,  becaufe 
we  had  ftill  a  reafonable  profpeft  of  fuccefs  in  the  war,  and  of 
forcing  the  French  to  cftablifli  fuch  a  form  of  Gpvemment  2s/hould 
be  able  to  maintain  the  proper  relations  of  peace  and  amity  ;  and 
diis  hope   was  founded  not  fo  motch   upon  our   ftrength  as  their  , 
wcaknefs  ;  and  then  the   Houfe  was  referred  to  nice  calculations 
upon   the   fubjed.     He  would  not   attempt  to  refute  by  figures, 
theories   that  were  overthrown  by  fadts.     The  people  of  England 
had  been   told,  in  the  infulting4)aragraph  which  had  been  intro- 
duced into  the  King's  fpeech,  that  they  could  not  fail  to  obfcrve  the 
rapid  decline  of  the  French  refources ;  upon  what  was  this  obferva- 
tion  to  be  founded  ?    Upon  the  ftrength  and  pofition  of  the  French 
armies?    on  the  exertions  of   their  '  marine  ?  on  the  ftupendous 
works  carrying  on  in  the  interior  of  their  country  ?  upon  the  ac- 
<)tiifition  of  territory  they  had  made  ?— The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  indeed  gravely  told  the  Houfe  that,  fincc  the  com- 
n^encement  of  the  prefent  feflion,  the  refources  of  France  had  been 
very  materially  impaired  by  the  acqaifition  of  Holland.     But  could 
fijch  a  folemn  mockery  of  common  fenfe  impofe  upon  any  under- 
landing,  however   narrow  and  contemptible?     The  fafls  fpoke 
•for  themfelves,  and  derided  all  culculation.     It  v/asbut  too  certain 
Aat  the  refources  of  France  had  been  confiderably  augmented  by 
Acir  acquifition  of  territory ;  by  their  having  fubdued  one  of  the  , 
silUed  powers  ;  and  above  all,  by  the  melioration  of  their  fyftem  of 
Government,  wWch  had  furniflied  them  with  the  incalculable  ne- 
fource  of  the  incrcafcd  love  and  afFcdion  of  the  people^  exemplified 
5n  the  return  of  fo  many  ufcful  and  induftrious  pcrfons  to  \ht  citiet 
rf  Lyons  and  Toulon.  .  He  ^as  not  furprifed  that  the  Minifters  of 
this  country  ftiould  overlook  or  hold  in  no  eftimation  a  refOjurce 
^f  this  nature :  they  had  never  tried  the  effeAs  ofviSc&mi  and  con- 
ciliation with  the  |)eoplc  whom  they  unfortunately  governed,  ,^4 
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had  no  notion  of  die  exertions  that  vrould  be  made  l^  an  afiedion- 
at?  people  in  gratitude  for  the  mild  protection  afFoidrd  to  them  bjr  a 
lenient  Government.  In  proportion  as  the  refources  of  the  Frend) 
had  increafed,  our  own  had  failed.  The  profpeft  of  fbrvation 
had  been  defeated  by  the  affcrtion  of  the  rights  of  neutral  nations ; 
dll  hopes  of  co-operation  in  la  Vendee  had  been  cut  off  by  the  juft 
and  merciful  decree  of  amnefly,  and  by  the  inhuman  direlic^  of 
thofe  emigrants  who  had  joined  9ur  ftandard  in  the  capituladoni 
that  have  been  made  by  the  allies.  But  he  bc^ed  the  Hoafe  to 
advert  to  the  authorities  of  perfons  in  fituations  full  as  capable  of 
Judging  of  the  refources  of  France,  as  the  Minifteis  of  this  country, 
and  they  would  find  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  charaderized  the 
French  as  "  a  never^diminiihing  number  of  men,  pVovided  with 
every  refource  for  wan"     That  die  Prince  of  Cobourg,  in  hii 

.  public  manifefto,  talked  of  ^*  the  inexhauftible  means  of  a  delj* 
nous  nation."  And  then  he  defired  the  Houfe  to  reoolledt  that  tli« 
refources  of  Auftria  and  PruiTia  had  *5tually  failed  in  the  conteil 
with  thofe  of  France ;  stfid  that  Great "  Britain,  at  this  moment, 
was  obliged  to  bear  the  whole  weight  of  the  contcft,  fri>m  the  utter 
inability  of  thofe  two  powers  to  proceed  without  fome  relief  afforded 
to  the  ruined  ftaie  p(  their  finances. 

The  motion  of  his  honourable  friend  bad  alfo  been  objeflcd 
to  on  another  ground  :  it  was  fald  that  there  was  fo  conftant  3 
change  in  the  leading  people  of  France,  that  a  treaty  concluded  widi 
one  fct  of  men  to-day,  might  be  broken  by  thcii*  fucceffors  to-mor- 
row.    He  ^'ould  afk,  however,  of  the  King's  Minifters,  whcdicr 
they  had  found  the  military  operations  of  the  French  crippled  by 
thefe  fucceffive  changes  of  Men  r     He  would  afk  wfaether  their  di- 
plomatic arrangements  felt  any  bad  efFeds  from  it  ?     The  anfwcf 
would  certainly  be  in  the  negative.  To  the  Convention,  to  whom 
the  power  of  the  French  people  was  delegated,  all  credendals  were  • 
addrcffed.     The  Convention  was   a  liable  and  permanent  body; . 
they  appointed  the  Minifters  of  the  day.     To  .the  Convention  Mr. 
Wafhington  had  addreffed  the  credentials  of  the  American  Envof 
Mr.  Monroe.    A  fingular  refutation  of  the  arguments  of  thofe  who 
talked  of  the  rapid  changes  in  the  French  Executive  Govemrxsi 
.as  a  bar  to  negbdation,  was  aflbrded  by  the  hiftory  of  this  embaffy* 
Mr.  Monroe  quitted  America  at  the  time  that  Roberfpicrrc  \ws  in 
tlic-full  poffeflion  of  his  power.     He  Arrived  at  Paris  after  die  feu 
-and  execution  of  that  Monfter ;  but  the  removal  of  one  Committee 

'  and  the  appointment  of  another  did  not,  in  any  manner,  afieft  w 
bufinefs  on  which  he  was  fent,  for  his  crcdentiaU  were  addicflcd  » 
the  Convention,     rfcrc  be  begged  to  read  to.  the  Houfe  thp^bttcr* 
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fait  of  Mr.  Waihitigton's' letter  ;  and  that  thofc  who  Were  accuf- 
tomcd  to'  revile  the  French  nation  in  the  opprobrious  terms  fo  often 
and  fo  improperly  iifed  in  that  Houfe,  would  attend  to  the  exprcf- 
fcns  which  Mr.  Waihington  had  thought  fit  to  ufe,  even  wbilft 
France  groaned  under  the  bloody  tyranny  of  Roberfpierre, 

*^  From  myknowledge  of  his  (Mr.  Monroe's)  fidelity,  probity, 
'*  and  gpod  eoridu6t,  I  have  full  confidence  that  he  will  render 
*•  himfelf  ^reeable  to  you,  and  that  he  will  fulfil  our  dcfirc  of 
*'  maintaining  and  promoting,  on  all  occafions,  the  interefts  and 
"  connexions*  of  the  two  natfons.  I  therefore  rcqueft  you  to  give 
**  entire  credit  to  whactever  he  (hall  fay  in  the  name  of  the  United 
**  States,'  cfpecially  when  he  (hall  affurc  you  that  your  profpcrity  is 
**  an  objcft  of  our  affeftion,  and  I  pray  God  ta  h^ve  the  French 
**  Republic  in  his  holy  keeping;" 

The  fn^r  which  he  perceived  thefe  expreflior«  to  have  excited 
^  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  irr  no  degree  afieftcd  him.     They 
were  not  his  own,  but  thofc  of  a  man  whom,  to  compare  to  the 
pigmy  ftatefmcn  at  the  head  of  affairs  in  Great  Britain,  were  to 
tomparc  the  furr,  in  its  meridian  brightnefs,  to  that  wandering  va- 
pour of  the  night,  whkh  is  fare  to  lead  the  infatuated  perfons  wha 
f  troft  themfelves  to  its  guidance,  from  error  to  error,  and  misfortunPfr 
:   to  misfortune,  till,  at  laft,  they  are  plunged  kito  fomc  ihextricablc 
•  5byfs.    Mr.  Wafhington  faw  and  lamented  the  crimes  which  fuUicd 
J  the  honour  of  France ;  but  attributitxg  thofe  crimes  to  their  real 
^  fource,  the  infernal  dcfpotifm  which,  for  fourteen  centuries,  had 
:  opi^eflfed  that  country,  he  rejoiced,  as  every  friend  to  liberty  mufir 
wicerely  do,  chat  that  defpotifm  hadbeen  overthrown.     It  had  beerr 
f  <faiied  that  the  prefent  crimes  of  France  were  to  be  attributed  to  the 
[  oid  defpotifm  ;  dates  would  juftify  his  aflfertion  that  they  were ;  Dan- 
i  ton,  Marat;  and  Robcrfpierre,  were  all  educated  under  the  old  Go- 
!  vernment ;  had  either  been  corrupted  by  its  corri^tibn,  or  had  bcenr 
i  ftung'to  madnefs  by  the  injuries  they  had  fuftaixicd  under  it.     He 
^owed  his  opinion  to'be  that  all  the  crimes  that  had  been  perpc- 
!  ^tcd  in  France,  were  the  genuine  offspring  of  the  old  defpotie 
i  fyftcm ;  that  the  courage,  the  energy,  the  perfeverance  difplayed  by 
FreiKhmen  id  the  prefent  conteft,  were  theefredsof  Republicanirm. 
It  had  been  alfo  objedled  to  the  prefent  motion,  that  it  would 
pave  the  way  to  a  negociation  with  a  Government,  with  which  it 
^ould  ba  highly  improper  to  negociate,  on  account  of  the  crimes 
with  which  that  Government  was  ftained.     He  remarked,  that  it 
J^adbeeri  faid  by  the   meek  founder  of  th^tt  religion,  in    defence 
of  whofe   do(ftrinc$  we  profeffed  to  fight,  but  whofe  pirecepts  we 
Were  every    day  violating  in  the  groffeft  mani^r,  *'  I|,ct,  him  TS'lia* 
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;  is  without  fin^  tiitow  the  firft  ftonc/'  Prdcccdirig  npoh  this  injunc* 
tion,  he  would  afk,  whether  every  fword  would  not  be  flieathed^ 
and  France  and  all  Europe  be  at  peace  ?  With  which  of  the  Powers 
combined  ^aifift  her,  could  France  enter  into  a  competition  of 
crimes  ?  If  the  blood  of  a  murdered  Sovereign  refted  on  the  head 
of  the  preicnt  Government  of  France,  let  the  Houfe  rccolledk  by 
wl\at  mcan^  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffiacameto  thcthfone  of  that  Coun- 
try. If  the  mcaffacres  that  had  taken  place  in  France  weremcn-« 
tioned,  let  the  maffacres  of  Ifmael  and  of  Fraga  be  alfo  held  up 
to  th&  execration  of  mankind.  What  deliberate  z&  of  cruelty, 
perpetrated  by  the  French,  could  be  compared  to  the  inhumanity 
praclifci^  upon  the  Marquis  De  la  Fayette  ?  Above  all,  could  the 
whole  aggregate  of  the  crimes  commifted  in  France  bear  a  compa- 
Tifon  to  that  confummation  of  all  wickednefs,  the  attack  upon  Poland 
by  the  three  barbarian  defpots  of  the  North  !  for  the  Houfe,  Mr. 
Whitbrcad  faid,  muft  be  aware  that  the  Emperor  had  bis  full  (ha» 
of  this  guilt.  A  large  Imperial  army  was  maintained  in  Poland  to 
fccure  the  portion  of  that  unhappy  country  which  might  be  allotted 
to  Auftria.  But  left  fome  doubt  might  arife  of  the  concern  whidi 
the  Emperor  had  in  this  bufinefs,  the  congratulations  of  the  Court 
of  Vienna  to  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  on  the  fucccffcs  of  General 
Suvarow,  had  been  publilhed.  He  CDuld  fcarcely  imagine  hot 
men  in  any  fituation  could  be  fo  ehtirely  loft  to  all  fcnfc  of  (hamc, 
as  to  venture  to  cxprefs  their  public  approbation  of  fuch  nefarious 
deeds.  To  the  exultation  of  fuch  a  trio  in*  fuch  aSs,  he  cooM 
find  one  only  parallel ;  in  the  exultations  of  Sin,  Death,  and  dvc 
Arch-fiend,  upon  the  dcfttudtion  of  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  add 
the  fall  of  our  firft  parents ;  when  Satan,  difmifling  his  children  to 
the  completion  of  the  work  he  had  begun,  fays, 

*'  If  your  joint  power  prevail,  th'  affairs  of  hell 
"  No  detriment  need  fear." 

In  the  fucccffes  of  his  allies  in  Poland,  the  Emperor  finds  conft* 
lation  for  all  the  difafters  and  difgraces  he  has  fuftained  in  hb  cam*  > 
paigns  againft  the  French. 

It  was,  he  feared,  too  generally  imagined,  that  this  country  W 
but  a  remote  intereft  in  the  welfare  of  Poland,  and  that  hovevcr 
w^  might  lament  her  fate,  we  were  not  immediately  influenced  by 
her  misfortunes.  The  contrary,  however;  lie  afiTerted  to  be  flic* 
fact.  This  country  had  always  drawn  large  fapplies  of  corn  ft*** 
Poland ;  the  armies  of  the  North  had  laid  waftehcr  plaiiWf  ^ 
thofe  fuppllcs  vvcrc  flopped  ;  and  every  famLfhed  beggar,  every  ftanr- 
ing  manufacturer,  every  induftrious  pea&nt^  \i^ofehardeft  canui^F 
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Would  fcatcc  produce  bread  enough  to  flop  the  cries  of  his  miferabic 
offspring,  nnuft,  in  the  bitternefs  of  his  heart,  curfe  the  t)rrant  de- 
vaftaters  of  Poland.     He  had  been  cdnfured  on  a  former  night,  by 
tiie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  ufing  coarfe  cxpreflions  towards 
what  had  been  termed  the  great;  and  refpiSidble  powers  of  Europe  ; 
and  it  had  been  inlinuated  that  he  meant  to  confound  all  Monarchs 
In  the  appellation  of  Defpots.     He  repelled  the  infinuation  ;  but  at 
the  fame  time  lamented  that  fo  few  exceptions  exlftcd  amongft  xht 
Monarchical  powers  to  this  general  character.     One  fplendid  excep- 
tion he  was  proud  to  mention  in  the  King  of- Great  Britain  :  that 
Monarch,  or  his  family,  was  elefted  to  the  throne  he  poffeffed  ; 
he  owed  his  crown  to  the  will  of  his  people ;  he  was  acknowledged 
bjT,  and  fubordrnate  to,  the, law,  and  confequcntly  npt  a  defpjtic 
Monarch.     Thofe  Monarchies  he  called  defpotic,  where  the  life, 
liberty,  and  property  of  the  fubjeft  w^re  at  the  arbitrary  difpofal  of 
one  man.     Of  that  nature  were  the  Governments  of  Peterfburg, 
Berlin,  and  Vienna  ;  of  that  nature  were  all  the  petty  Governments 
of  Germany,  where  the  luxuries  of  the   Prince  were  not  fupplied 
indiredJly  hj  the  labour  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  but  By  . 
thedi^edl  fale  of  their  carcafes.     Such  forms  of  Government  he 
wilhcd  tofee  deftroyed ;  the  mixed  con ftitution  of  England  he  would 
do  his  utmoft  to  maintain  \  for,  faLd  he,  I  hate  the  defpot,  but  I 
love  the  King,     He  was  not,  however,  furprifed  at  the  offence  taken 
by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  at  the  expreflion  he  had  ufcd  ; 
the  meafures  of  his  Adminiftration  had  fo  uniformly  tended  to  the 
abridgement  of  the  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  countr)',  that  it 
was  natural  he  ftiould  feel  fomcwhat  hurt  at  hearing  Governments 
of  the  defcription  alluded  to,   mentioned  in  the  terms  they  deferved. 
The  crimes  of  one  Sovereign  or  one  Government  neither  excufed 
nor  palliated  the  crimes  of  another  ;  but  it  was  certainly  wortlv 
while  to  remove  this  ground  of  objection  to  the  idea  of  negociation 
with  France,  by  (hewing  that  it  cxifted  equally  a^  a  ground  of  ob- 
jcSion  to  connexions  with  any  of  the  Powers  with  whom  we  were 
combined  againft  France.  » 

Another  objetftion  had  been  taken  to  the  morion,  becaufe  good 
faith  was  not  to  be  expedled  from  the  prefcnt  fyftem  of  government 
in  France  ;  and  then  the  Houfe  were  told  that  the  French  had  al- 
ways been  perfidious.  If  fo,  it  might  afford  a  good  jeafon  for  riot 
forming  any  connexion  with  tlaat  country,  under  a  monarchical 
fyftem ;  but  certainly  did  not  operate  againft  a  negociation  with 
France;  under  the  prefent  circumftances.  He  believed  ft  would  be 
found  that  we  might  with  more  reafon  expeft  an  adherence  to  en- 
gagements on  the  part  of  France,  than  of  moft  of  the  Powers  with 
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which  we  were  at  prcfcnt  in  alliance;  thdr  treachery  wchad  in  the 
prefent  conteft  fufficicntly  experienced.     Had  France  followed  the 
deteftable  example  fet  by  Spain  in  the  affair  of  CoUioure  ?  where 
the  moftfolemn  engagements  of  a  capitulation  were  violated,  becaufc 
it  did  not  appear  to  the  Government  of  Madrid  neccffary  to  keep 
faith  with  fuch  a  nation  as  France.     What  was  the  confequencerf 
this  violation  of  treaty  ?    A  decree  on  the  part  of  the  Convention, 
that  no  Spanifh  prifoncrs  fliould  be  made,  till  the  capitulation  of 
CoUioure  was  executed.     He  was  confident  the  Houfc  would  trace 
this  adl  to  its  proper  fource — Spanifli  perfidy,  and  not  Republican 
barbarity.     It  would  hardly  be  within  the  power  of  any  nation  to 
equal  the  double  j^erjuries  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  who  Iwd  n^feS- 
cd  to  fulfil  the  folemn  treaty  he  had  entered  into  with  Great  Britain, 
and  had  employed  the  money  received  for  the  fervices  ftipulated  in 
that  treaty,  for  the  deftrudion  of  that  conftitution  in  Poland,  whidi 
he   had    folemnly  pledged  his   Royal  word  to  maintain.     Unhap- 
pily, but  little  reliance  was  to  be  placed  in  all  treaties  ;  but  he  had 
heard  no  good  argument  adduced  to  (hew  why  a  treaty  with  France 
was  likely  to  be  lefs  fecure  than  with  any  other  country.     The  in- 
trodudion  of  democratical  principles  was  looked  upon  as  another 
obvious  confequence  of  a  recognition  of  the  prefent  Government  of 
France.     His  opinion  was,  that  if  the  people  of  this  country  were 
fuflrered  to  enjoy  the  privileges  fecured  to  them  by  the  Bririfti  confti- 
tution ;  if  they  were  not  driven  to  defpair  by  the  immoderate  prcf- 
fure  of  taxes,  that  no  fears  were  to  be  entertained  of  their  wife  fo 
innovation  ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  war  was  continued  till 
the  diftrefs  of  the  people  rendered  them  carelefs  of  confcquenccs ; 
and  that  no  change  could  take  place,  by  which  their  fituation  could 
be  rendered  more  wretched,  not  all  the  iftrength  w^hich  could  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Governnoent,  rK)t  the  moft  violent 
.   and  coercive  meafures  could  prevent  their  attempts  to  meliorate  that 
condition  which  was  become   infupportable  ;  and  the  horrors  Aat 
would  enfue,  would  flow  from  thcpraftical  evils  brought  on  by  the 
contihurition  of  the  war,  and  not  a  fpeculative  love  of  innovationi 
Jf  he  were  to  felefl  the  moft  violent  propagsators  of  democracy  of  the 
^.  prefent  day,  he  would  name  the  Crowned  Heads  of  Europe;  and 
upon  a  view  of  their  condu6V,  he  was  aftonifhed  at  the  flowncfe 
.  father  than  at  the  rapidity,  of  its  progrcfs. 

The  right  horu)urable  Secretary  had  faid,  that  this  motion  tend- 
ed to  the  humiliation  of  Great  Britain :  he  denied  the  affcrtion,  and, 
contended  that  his  honourable  friend  had  brought  it  forward  with 
a  view  to  fave,  and  not  to  degrade,  the  country ;  cither  by  J*^ 
curing  a  fafe  and  reafonable  peace,  or  by  uniting  tiijc  whole  wti» 
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agaifift  thcunwarrantable  ambidon  of  France.     But  who  vrere  the 
pcrfons  who  talked  with  fo  much  feeling  of  the  humiliation  of  Great 
Britain  ?  Were  they  men  who  had  held  the  national  charadter  high, 
and  had  done  nothing  themfelves  to  degrade  it  ?.    Or  were  they  the 
men  who  had,  on  every  occafion,  preferred  their  own  private  inte- 
refts  to  the  hoitour  of  their  country  ?  who  hid  attempted  to  bully 
every  Court  in  Europe,  and  who  had  ended  by  the  meaneft  conccf- 
fions  to  every  one  i  who  had  nearly  involved  this  country  in  a- war, 
for  an  object  of  no  importance,  and  had  then  laid  her  honour^ 
proiirate  at  the  foot  of  the  Throne  of  Ruflia  ?   Were  they  the  men, 
the  price  of  whofc  infolence  to  the  neutral  nations  in  the  prefent 
conteft,  part  of  the  treafure  of  this  country  was  now  appropriated  to 
pay  ?  [He  alluded  to  the  rcftitution  of  (hips,  ,&c.  to  the  Americans, 
Denmark,  and  Sweden.]     Could  the  Houfe  patiently  fubmit  ta 
hear  an  endeavour  to  remove  an  infurmountable  obftacle  to  peace. 
Hated  by  thefe  perfons  as  a  meafure  tending  to  humiliate  and  dlf--' 
grace  the  country  I  But  he^  b^cd  the  Houfe  to  underftand,  that  it 
was  not  bccaufe  Great  Britain  was  exhanftcd,  beaten,  and  difgraced, 
that  Mlnifters  were  averfe  to  any  thing  like  a  negociation  for  peace  i 
they  had  all  declared  that  a  neceffity  might  exift,  which  would  juf- 
tify  a  ne^gociation  even  with  the  prefent  Government  of  France  ;  in 
other  words,  they  were  determined  to  perfevere  in  their  abominable 
fyftem,  whilft  a  recruit  could  be  found  for  the  army,  or  a  guinea  could 
be  extorted  from- the  pockets  of  the  people  ;  and  when  at  laft  th«y  wer^ 
driven  to  the  neceffity  of  accepting  terms,  the  total  and  abfolute  ruin 
of  Great  Britain  was  to  be  the  proud  juftification  of  their  condud; 
He  tmfted,  however,  that  the  Houfe  would  adopt  the  wifer  courfe, 
and  admit  the  pofl\5ility  of  negbciating,  whilft,  ip  cafe  of  the  failure 
of  negociation,  there   did  remain  refources  in  the  country  to  cany 
on  a  war.      Let  the  Houfe  and  the  People  recolle<Sl,  that  many  of 
the  members  of  the  prefent  Cabinet,  the  .right  honourable  Secretary 
particularly,  would  have   (hrunk  with  equal  abhorrence  from  th6 
recognition  of  the  competency  of  the  American  Government,  at 
one  period  of  that  war,  as  he  now  did  from   the  adoption  of  the 
motion  of  his  honourable  friend.     Let  them  recolleft  the  language 
ufed  at  the  beginning  of  the  American  war  by  one  of  the  prefent 
Cabinet  Minifters,  towards  that  great  and  illuftrious  charafler  who 
afterwards  appeared  as  one  of  the  negociators  of  the  peace  at  Paris  ; 
and  that  at  laft  Great  Britain  was  obliged  to  make  thofe  acknowledge- 
ments which  the  Adminiftration  had  deemed  incompatible  with  heir 
honour,  or  even  with  her  exiftence.     The  fame  thing  would  again 
happen,  and  we  (hould  be  forced  to  negociate  with  the  exifting  Go- 
vernment of  France,  whatever  it  might  be.     He  begged  the  Houfe 
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alfoto  recolledl  that,  however  they  might  endeavour  to  couple  iheniy 
the  honour  of  the  country  was  not  identified  with  the  intereft  of 
the  Minifters. 

He  concluded,  by  faying,  that  in  a  Houfe  of  Commons,  confift- 
ing  of  the  real  Rcprcfcntatives  of  the  People,  he  fhould  have  but 
little  doubt  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  queftion.  In  a  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons  where  money,  and  not  the  people,  were  reprefented,  and 
over  which  a  corrupt  and  unconftituti<»ial  influence  had  the  doini« 
liion,  he  (hould  defpair  of  its  fuccefs. 

Mr.  VANSITTART  was  of  opinion,  that  a  queftion  whidi 
had  been  fo  recently  difcufled  and  decided,  ought  not  to  have  been 
again  brought  before  the  Houfe.  He  declared,  that  not  having 
beard  any  frelh  rcafons  for  the  motion  of  to-night,  he  flioiild  give 
it  his  negative. 

Mr.  EAST  remarked,  that  when  he  firft  received  notice  of  Mr. 
Grey's  firft  motion  on  the  fubjeft  of  peace,  he  had  great  diflicultjr 
in  determining  what  vote  to  give  upon  it,  in  the  form  it  was  then 
brought  forward  ;  for,  as  on  the  one  hand  he  was  confcious  that 
mifreprefentations  had  gone  forth  in  the  country,  that  the  Minifters, 
and  even  the  Houfe  of  Commons  itfelf,  had  profeffed  an  intention 
of  carrying  on  the  war,  for  the  purpofe  of  effe£ling  a  change  in  the 
Government  of  France — a  purpofe  which  he.  himfelf  exprefsly  dif- 
Itvowed,  which  he  was  fure  that  the  Houfe  had  never  adopted,  and 
which  he  was  not  confcious,  from  any  public  documents,  that  Mi- 
nifters themfdves  had  declared  \  but  which   mifreprefentations  be 
was  apprehcnfive  would  be  confirmed  by  negativing  Mr.  Grey's  mo- 
tion :  fo,  on  the  other  hand,  he  diflikcd  the  idea  of  voting  for  the 
motion,  becaufe  it  might  feem  to  imply,  and  the  ambiguity  of  the 
motion  itfelf  might  furnifti,  a  pretence  for  faying,  that  the  Houfe 
thereby  pledged  itfelf  to  recommend  to  His  Majefty  an  imme(fiate 
ncgociation  for  peace  ;  a  meafure  which,  under  the  prcfent  circutn- 
ftances,  he   was  fure  would  anfwer  no  good  end,  and  was  mort 
likely  to  procraftinate  thaa  expedite  the  objedl  which  all  men  muft 
unite  in  defiring — a   fafe   and  honourable  peace.      Under  this  im* 
preflion,  he  meant  himfelf  to  have  fubmitted  an  amendment  to  the 
Houfe,  declarator)'  of  their   exprcfs  difavowal  of  the  object  im- 
puted to  them,  of  continuing  the  war,  to  cfFedt  a  change  in  the  Go- 
vernment of  France;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  as  not  wiftiing  to  in- 
terfere with  the  Executive  Power,  as  to  the  proper  fcafonfor  negp- 
ciating  a  peace,  when  fair  and  lionourable  terms  were  likely  to  be 
obtained.     He  remarked,  that  when  Mr.  Grey  made  his  firft  nw- 
tion,  he   had  declared,  that,  in  deference    to  the  opinion  of  his 
friends,  hq  had  not  brought  it  forward  in  fuch  ftrong  terms  ^  ^ 
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hunfelf  £ould  have  wiflied  ;  for  that  he  was  deftrous  of  entering 
into  an  immediate  ncgociation  with  the  French.     Mr.  Eaft  there* 
ibre  concluded  that  the   motion  dien  before  the  Houfe,  was  that 
identical  motion  which  Mr.  Grey  had  iirft  intended  to  have  brought 
forward,  but  which  he  had  then  delayed  in  deference  to  the  opinions 
'  of  others ;  and  therefore,  that  in  deciding  to  give  his  vote  upon  it 
in  the  negative,  he  was  only  declaring  that  he  did  not  think  this  a 
proper  moment  for   entering  upon    fuch  a  ncgociation,  with  any 
profpeft  of  fucccfs.     He  was  prcpa4fed  to  fay  explicitly,  that  the 
form  of  Government   in   France  (hould  never  be  any  bar,  in  his 
mind,  to  a  ncgociation,  provided,  in  other  refpcQs,  any  peace  were 
likely  to  be  obtained,  on  which  the  people  of  this  country  could  reft 
with  fccurity  and  honour  ;  but  he  thought   that  the  Houfe  had  al* 
ready  fufBciently  declared  that  fcntimcnt,  by  their  vote  of  the  other 
night ;  and  it  was  nugatory,  and  might  be  mifchievous,  to  recur 
'  again  and  again  to  abftrad  proportions  of  this  nature,  from  which 
4)0  practical  good  was  likely  to  arife  :  and  he  would  boldly  aik  any 
man,  who  was  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  a  Minifter  of  this  coun- 
try, whether,  putting  out  of  the  queftion  any  confideration  of  tho 
njture  of  the  Government  in  France,  he  would  propofe  to  his  coun- 
try that  moment  as  the  moft  proper  for  ncgociation,  wiien   France 
was  in  hoftile  poffeffion  of  the  Low  Countries  and  of  Holland,  that 
is  to  fay,  of  the  greatcft  part  of  maritime  Europe  which  bounded 
your  own  Ihores.     That  the  objeflion  would,  in  his  mind,  have 
been  precifely  the  fame,  if  Louis  the  Seventeenth  had  been  on  the 
throne  of  France,  and  at  the  head  of  his  armies:      It  was  indiflfe- 
rent  to  him  what  name  defpotic  power  was  plcafed  to  affume  ;  the 
people  of  this  country  felt  that  they  were  warring  againft  the  exor- 
bitant power  and  ambitious  pretenfions   of  France,  let  their  Go- 
vernment be  what  it  may.     He  himfelf  was  aduated  by  thefe  mo- 
tives ^  and  however  gentlemen  might  at  times  cxprcfs  their  wifhes 
for  this  or  that  Government  in  France,  yet  he   fincerely  believed 
tliat  the  majority  of  the  Houfe  adled  upon  the  fame  principles  with 
himfelf.  ' 

At  the  conclufion,  he  remarked  with  regret  the  fpirit  of  peribr  • 
nality  which  had  of  late  manifefted  itfelf  in  their  debates-     Upon 
all  fubjedls,  the  poiTeflion  of  places  and  peniions  were  thrown  in 
the  teeth  of  one  party,  and  the  longing  expedlation  of  them  iii  thofe  ! 

of  the  other.     Thofe  who  flood  foremoft  on  either  fide,  bandied 
about  the  terms  Rogue  and  Fool^  in  efFed  at  leaft,  upon  each  otfaer^  I 

•fo  often,  that  at  lafi  the  Public  might  be  led  to  fuppofe  there  was  j 

fome  foundation  for  their  abufe.     He  thought  the   time  of  the  i 

Houfe  might  be  much  better  employed^  than  in  thefe  diigracefiil  al-  \ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


438  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1795. 

tcrcadons/  which,  howtver  they  might  fcrvc  party  purpofes,  were 
little  calculated  to  advance  the  interefts  of  the  country,  which  now 
called  loudly  for  the  advice  and  affiftance  of  every  honcft  man. 

Mr,  BASTARD  faid,  that  by  the  vote  which  the  Houfe  had 
come  to  on  the  laft  debate,  he  underftood  that  they  had  declared 
their  readinefs  to  treat  whenever  it  could  be  done  with  fecuriy ;  that 
period  he  did  not  think  had  yet  arrived  ;  but  whenever  it  did,  he 
ihould  confider  Minifters  as  highly  culpable,  if  they  refufed  to  ne- 
gociate  on  account  of  any  particular  form  of  Government. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  referred  to  the  American  war,  where  exadly 
the  fame  fort  of  argument  had  been  ufed.  as  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
and  oppofition  were  told  that  by  every  propofition  for  peace  they  were 
interfering  with  the  Execiitive  Government  of  the  country,  and 
cripling  their  exertions.  -    He  quoted  the  ftrong  and  emphatic  lan- 
guage of  Lord  Chatham,  applied  to  Minifters  on  a  former  occafion ; 
their  vernal  hopes  had  gone,  their  fumn^er  profpedls  had  vaniftied, 
and  the  period  of  their  equinoctial  difappointnients  had  now  arrived ; 
Such,  he  vwis  afraid,  would  be  found  to  be  the  cafe  with  Miniftcra 
wkh  rcfpeft  to  the  prefent  contcft.     Attempts  had  been  made  to 
prove  that  the  prefent  war  was  not  unpopular  ;  he  was  convinced 
that  it  would  turn  out  to  be  the  moft  unpopular  in  which  the  coun- 
try haa  ever  been  engaged,  notwithftanding  the  efforts  of  placemen, 
^nlioners,  bank-diredtors,  and  deans  and  chapters,  to  produce  a 
contrary  impreffion»    With  refpecl  to  the  influence  exerted  for  this 
purpofc  by  deans  and  chapters,  he  fhould  have  fomcthing  to  fay  on 
a  future  occafion.    With  refpedl  to  the  incompetency  of  the  French 
Government  to  conclude  a  peace— *W as  not  the  Government  whidi 
fiipported  fo  immenfe  an  army,  which  conduced  fo  large  a  body 
politic^  and  at  the  fame  time  afforded  encouragement  to  the  arts  snd 
fiaences,  a  Government  fit  to  maintain  the  accufiomed  relations  oi 
amity  and  peace  ?   Upon  his  honour  and  confcicnce  he  believed^ 
there  w&s  an  infeituation*,  which  obfcured  the  under  (landing  of  the 
MouS^  of  Commons,  atki  which,  by  extending  its  baneful  influ- 
ence, would  cloud  the  minds  of  the  people  of  this  country,  till  a 
dcfperate  Minifter   brought  them  to  a  ftate  of  irretrievable  ruin. 
But  forfooth  we  muft  not  interfere,  faid  he,  with  the  refponfibihtf 
of  Minifters  !     What  compenfation  did  the  refponfibility  of  Mi- 
nifters afR^d  to  the  country  for  the  blood  and  treafure  exhaufted  m 
m  the  pridcnt  cotiteft  ?     Would  the  circumftance  of  their  heads 
being  placed  an  Temple  Bar  indemnify  the  country  for  the  nnillions 
which  they  bad  thrown  away,  or  would  the  fpilling  of  their  blood 
iliminiih  the  fum  of  mifery  which  had  been  incurred  by  tlicir  mi^ 
C/f»ndtta  r  To  this  auife,  the  want  of  wifdom  in  Minifters,  he  tm 
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afcribc  all  the  calamities  of  the  wzv-^NuIlem  numen  atjity  Ji  Jit  pru- 
dential Much  had  been  faid  on  the  fubjec^  of  places  and  pcnfions. 
He  for  one  \i^ouId  declare^  that  in  fupporting  tiie  fentiments  which 
he  now  cfpoufed,  he  was  influenced  by  no  one  earthly  confideration, 
and  that  even  if  his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  (houUi  come 
into  office,  he  had  no  object  whatever  to  gain.  The  right  honour* 
able  gentlcnaan  (Mr.  Pitt)  might  fmile  at  this  declaration ;  he  might 
have  adopted  the  maxim,  that  every  man  had  his  price,  and  expe-> 
rience  perhaps  might  have  given  him  confidence  in  this  maxim.  He 
might  conceive  that  he  was  leering  at  a  peerage,  but  he  would  now 
pofitively  declare  that  till  this  Houfe  was  purged,  he  never  would 
accept  of  the  feat  in  the  other.  He  concluded  that  one  good  effedl 
of  an  attempt  to  negociate  with  the  French,  even  if  it  (hould  prove 
unfuccefef ul,  would  be  to  (hew  that  they  were  in  the  wrong,  and 
to  unite  all  the  hearts  and  hands  in  this  country  in  the  common 
caufe. 

The  Honourable  DUDLEY  RYDER  defended  the  charafter 
of  thofe  with  whom  he  had  the  honour  to  ad,  as  well  as  that  of 
•deans  and  chapters,  againft  the  imputation  of  intrigue  and  artifice 
to  fupport  the  war.      He  obferved,  that  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  motion  was  brought  forward,  feemed  to  him  futile  in  the  ex- 
treme.     Whether  the  amendment  voted  upon  the  difcuflion  of  a 
fimilar  queftion,  was  confidered  as  an  ahftraft  propofition,  or  sis  a 
pradVical  declaration  ;  whether  they  confidered  the  literal  fenfe  of 
the  terms,  or  the  implied  intentions  of  thofe  who  voted  it,  it  was- 
a§  clear  as  it  was  poffible  to  convey  any  ideas  in  any  language,. 
The  prefent  declaration  was  to  be  confidered  either  as  an  abftradt 
queftion,  or  as  to  be  applied  to  praftice  ;  if  the  former,  it  was  un- 
neceffary  and  abfurd ;  if  the  latter,  weak  and  pernicious.     The 
difference  of  opinion  exifting  in  the  country  with  refpeft  to  the  war^ 
had  arifen  entirely  from  an  induftrious  and  artful- circulation  of  the 
opinion,  that  this  was  a  war  of  aggreflion  on  the  part  of  this  coun- 
try; he,  however,  was  fully  of  opinion,  that  it  had  been  fhown  to 
the  conviction  of  every  reafonable  man,  that  it  was  not  a  war  of 
^ggrelfion.     It  was  not  dictated  by  a  defire  of  conqueft,  or  by  am^ 
bition,  but  by  motives  of  political  fafety,  and  he  would  affirm, 
that  on  its  vigorous  profecution  our  lives,  our  liberties,  and  pur 
properties  depend,     The  queftion,  he  faid,  was,  whether  we  could 
hope  for  a  more  advantageous  peace  now,  or  at  a  future  period. 
It  is  impoffibie  to  conceive  any  nK)ment  in  which  our  own  lofTes, 
^  the  advantages  of  the  enemy,  render  it  probable  that  they  would 
wje<3:  any  terms  which  were  not  nioft  favourable  to  France,  and 
t  l>ioft  burtaUialing  to  this  country.     The  prefent  motion  had  been 
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difcufled  before,  it  was  repeated  this  evening,  and  it  might  be 
brou^t  forward  with  equal  propriety  every  night  this  fefliori ;  but 
while  circumftances  remained  the  fame,  he  Ihould  give  it  his  de- 
cided negative. 

Mr.  LAMBTON  faid,  he  (hould  have  an  oj^rtunity  of  prov- 
ing to  the  Houfe,  that  certain  deans  and  chapters  had  veiy  im- 
properly interfered,  for  the  purpofe  of  mifleading  the  people  into  an 
approbation  of  the  war. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid,  that  he  would  not  have  troubled  the 
Houfe,  but  on  account  of  the  mifapprehenfion  which  had  taken  place 
with  refpeft  to  the  motion.     He  ihould  not  now  enter  into  the  ge- 
neral queflion,  much.lefs  into  the  converfation  which  had  taken 
place,  refpcdling  places  and  penfions ;  he  was  very  happy  to  hear 
the  difinterefted  declaration  of  the  honourable  and  learnt  gcndeman 
(Mr.  Eail),  but  when  that  honourable  gentleman  talked  of  this  ho- 
nour and  character  of  the  Houfe  being  involved  in  fuch  difcuffioo, 
he  furely  did  not  mean  to  infinuate,  that  the  honour  and  charaflcr 
of  the  Houfe  refted  with  placemen  and  penfioners  ;  and  when  he  1 
cxpreiTed  his  apprehenlions,  that  if  the  idea  was  fo  much  bandied  * 
about,  the  Public  might  at  laft  fufpcdt  that  there  was  fqmediing  in 
it,  he  was  not  perhaps  aware,  that  the  Public  had  already  made  up 
their  minds  on  the  fubje£l.     They  had  difcovered,  that  the  cala- 
mities and  difafters  which  the  ccuntry  had  experienced,  were  the 
efFeds  of  the  mifcondud  of  Minifters,  and  deducible  from  the  cor- 
ruption of  the  Government.     They  had  difcovered,  what  he  couM 
prove  to  be  true,  that  peace  and  poffeflion  of  the  places,  by  the 
fame  men  who  now  held  them,  were  incompatible.  That  this  was 
the  cafe,  would  be  manifeft^  from  one  confideration ;  the  Frcnck 
will  not  treat  with  the  prefent  Minifters ;  to  this  it  might  be  faid, 
fliallJt  be  endured  by  a  great  nation,  that  its  enemies  (hall  diflatc 
to  it  what  Minifters  it  {h«ll  have  ?  This,  however,  was  exaflly 
the  plan  that  the  Houfe  was  purfuing  with  refpe6l  to  France,  and 
.  it  was  naturally  received  in   that  country  with  as  much  indignatioo 
as  it  would  in  this.     The  Houfe  were  voting  ^nder  the  influence 
of  delufion  ;  and  he  wiftied  that  the  Minifter  would  lay  afidc  aH 
quibbling  and  prevarication,  and  give  him  a  plain  anfwcr  to  a  phw 
queftion,  in  order  to  make  themfelvcs  intelligible  to  all.     WouU 
tiiey,  or  would  they  not,  make  peace  to-morrow  with  the  Ficncb 
Government  of  France,  provided  they  could  procure  fair  airf  te ' 
nourable  terms?     This  was  the  point  at  iffue,  and  he  wiflied* 
know  whether  the  Houfe  ^v'ould  uphold  Minifters  in  rcfufii^  »<^ 
gociate  with  the  prefent  Government  of  France,  although  te* 
might  be  procured  confiftent  with  the  fecurity^  dtcjoatkiiu    ft 
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firmly  believed,  that  the  filtnt  convidion  of  the  Houfe  was  againft 
fuch  a  propofition,  but  they  had  been  deceived  and  deluded.     The    ' 
poffeflion  of  Brabant  and  Holland  appeared  to  him  as  affording  much 
fironger  arguments  for  peace  than  for  a  continuance  of  the  war. 
If  we  were  to  be  reduced  to  the  lituation  of  diftrefs,  to  which  tho 
Minifter  had  declared  \ye  ought  to  arrive,  before  we  liftened  to  any 
jpropofition  for  peace ;  the  queftion  then  would  be,  not  how  to  treat, 
but  how  to  capitulate.     The  French  nation  wanted  a  peac?,  he 
believed  as  much  as  this  country ;  nor  could  he  fee  there  was  any 
probability  that  they  would  obftinatcly  adhere  to  the  war,  if  the 
attempt  were  made  foi"  negociation,  and  he  muft  believe  it  the  duty 
of  Miniftets  to  make  that  attempt.     The  amendment  on  a  formet 
fcvcning  had  been  quoted,  but  every  perfon  had  forgotten  a  very  ef- 
Icntial  part,  viz*  the  amendment  which  he  had  the  honour  to  pro- 
ifofc  to  Mr.  Pitt's.     By  negativing  the  propofition  on  that  amend- 
ment,^ the  Houfe  had  pledged  themfelVcs  not  to  make  peace  with 
J  the  prcfent  Governors  of  France.    The  intentions  of  the  Houfe  and 
[thofe  of  the  firft  Minifter,  he  confidered  as  dircdlly  oppofite,  for 
.  Jic  believed  th^t  they  wiihed  to  ncgociate,  if  they  could  exped  fe* 
birity  ;  whereas  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  determined^ 
.it  no  rate,  to  make  peace  with  the  prefcrit  Government  of  France^ 
Mr.  BURDON  fupported  the  previous  queftion. 
Mn  Chancdlor  PITT  faid,  the  difcuflion  bore  fo  near  a  refem- 
Mance  to  that  which  had  takeri  place  on  a  former  day,  and  his  opi- 
nion had  been  fo  clearly  expreffed  by  his  right  honourable  friend 
[  who  moved  the  previous  queftion,  that  he  did  riot  at  firft  mean  to 
trouble  the  Houfe  upon  the  fubje(El,  and  fliould  now  add  but  a  few  ' 
Words  to  what  had  been  already  faid*    The  words  of  the  amendment 
adopted  by  the  Houfe  on  a  former  occafion,  declared  as  diftindtly 
as  langu^e  could  do,  what  then  was,  and' he  hoped  ftill  would  be^ 
the  meaning  of  the  Houfe.     In  propofing  that  amendment,  he  liad 
f?id  diftinfltly  that  the  declaration  it  contained  w^as  as  iipplicablc  to 
the  prefent  as  to  any  future  Government  in  France,  and  that  no 
form  of  Government  in  that  country  ought  to  preclude  negociation, 
•  whenever  tlicrc  was  a  rcafonable  profpe^t  that  peace  could  be  obt-^ined 
.Wth  fecurity  ;  but  that  on  a  view  of  the  internal  fituationof  France, 
.  Jind  the  adlual  circumftances  of  the  belligerent  powers,  the  only  pro- 
.fpedt  at  prefent  of  obtaining  peade  with  fecurity^  .was  by  a  vigorous 
profecutioil  of  the  war.     It  w'as  now  contended  that  by  rejedting- 
-tcrtain  words  which  an  horiourable  gentleman  propofed,  he  had  faid 
fomcthing  very  different.     This  arofe  from  a  milconccption  of  the 
^fualceurfe  of  proceedings  in  Parliament,  and  juftificd  his  p:>Qving 
3n  amcridment  in  the  former  debate,  in  prcfcrcncv:  to  giyi|ig  a  dlrciit 
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negative  to  the  original  motion.  It  was  now  obvious,  that  to  have 
negatived  the  onginal  motion,  would  have  been*  liahle  to  the  fame 
mifconftrudion  that  had  been  put  upon  reje£Hng  the  words  propofcd 
to  be  added  to  the  amendment.  It  was  pretended  that,  hj  rejed- 
ing  words  containing  any  propofition,  the  Houfe  virtually  adopted  [ 
Ac  convcrfe  of  that  propofition,  a  ftippofition  unreafbnable  in  itfdf, 
and  contradidted  by  the  ufage  of  Parliament.  He  rcfufed  according 
to  the  words  propoifed  to  be  added*  to  the  amend'ment,  bccaufc  Acrr 
meaning  in  the  only  fenfc  in  whidi'it  could  be  adopted'by  the  Houfe 
was  included  in  the  amcndntcnt,  and  becaufe,  in  any  other  fcnfe, ; 
they  would  have  implied  that  we  ought  to  negoaat«  with  France  \ 
immediately.  In  an(wer  to  the  qocftibn  he  had  been  fo  poimedlf ; 
called  upon  to  anfwer,  he  would  fay,  that  under  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances  he  faw  no  profpeft  of  fecurity  for  any  ftipulation  that  might 
be  the  reftilt  of  negociation  with  France ;  and  while  that  continued 
to  be  the' cafe,  to  enter  into  any  farther  difcuflion  upon  the  fubjcfi 
would  be  productive  of  no  good,  nor  fqllowed  up*  by  any  prafticad 
eonfcqucnce.  When  we  had  no  fecurity  for  the  performance  of 
peace,  was  it  pofTible  that  any  terms  obtained  or  offered,  could 
compenfate  for  the  want  of  that  fecirrity  ?  The  Hbufc  was  not  to  go 
into  verbal  criticifms  and  hypothetical  cafes;  The  true  qucftion 
fe)r  their  deliberation,  v/as,  Ought  they  to  offer,  or  invite  ncgocr- 
ation  under  fuch  circumftances  as  he  had  already  ftated  ? — ^This 
(jueffion  the  Houfe  had  decided  by  their  former  vote,  and,  hctruftcd, 
would  adhere  to  that  decifion,  on  the  prefent  occafion. 
•  Mr.  CUR  WEN  faid,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  now 
fpoken  out  clearly  to  his  underftanding,  and  there  was  no  hope  of 
peace  but  from  the  country  declaring  its  opinion.  The  opinion  now 
ftated,  as  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe,  was  neither  the  opinion  of  the 
country,  nor  the  opinion  of  prudence. 

Mr.  MONTAGU   faid   a  few  words  in  fupport  of  the  previous 
qucftion. 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  faid,  the  queftion  had  beendcdded 
on  the  former  debate  contrary.to  his  opinion.  He  thought  the  de- 
claration contarncd  in  the  amendment  not  fo  ^pliclt  as  the  origins 
motion,  but  the  amendment  having  been  adopted  by  the  Houfe 
deferred  it  to  the  majority.  He  had  voted  laft  night  for  the  imparl 
loan  becaufe  he  thought  i:  better  to  rifqut  throwing  away  fix  milUoni 
than  to  throw  away  eighteen,  by  continuing  the  war  without 
Emperor's  affiftance.  The  motion  now  made  could  tend  only  lo 
difunttc  the  people- of  this  country,  who  in  eonfcqucnce  of  the  * 
damtion  the  Houfe  had  already  come  to,  were  more  united  in  ftp" 
|)ort  of  the  war  than  they  had  ever  been  before. 
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Mr.  WILBERFORCE  confcffcd  that  he  was  not  without  con- 
£den(ble  embarrafsment  on  the  prefent  occalion.    If  heliad  thought 
Ihat  the  prefent  motion  was  fimilar  to  the  former  one,  he  (hourld 
-dthcr  have  voted' for  die  previous  queftion,  or  have  gone  away  with- 
out voting,  as  he  did  not  like  to  multiply  occafions  of  differing  with 
die  Executive  Government.     The  firft  part  of  the  motion  appeared 
to  him  to  be  too  ffaroi^,  but  for  the  latter  propofition  of  it  he  thou^t 
it  his  duty  to  vote.    The  amendment  adopted  on  the  former  debate 
•declared,  that  no  form  of  Government  would  be  confidercd  as  an 
<)bftacle  to  negociation ;  but  many  of  the  bad  coniequenccs  aiiling 
from  the  fuppoiitioa  that  me  would  not  treat  volh  a  parlieiilar  form 
,K>f  Government,  might  arife  from  the  fuppofifion  that  we  would  not 
treat  with  particular  men.     The  people  of  France  muft  naturally 
be  itired  of  a  war  to  which  they  afcribed  all  thttr  fufferings,  and  an 
explicit  declaration  that  neither  their  form  of  Government,  nor  the 
men  who  condudled  it^  conftituted  in  our  minds  an  obftacle  to  treat- 
*  ing  for  peace,  although  it  mi^t  not  produce  much  efFeft  in  the  firft  - 
'  inftance,  could  not,  in  his  opinion,  fail  to  make  a  ftrong  ImpreflioQ 
by  degrees.     They  had  as  yet  no  fuch  alTurance  ;  for  the  language 
of  the  Houfe  in  the  addrcfs  on  His  Majefty's  fpecch,  and  on  various 
['  other  occafions,  gave  the  French  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  wc  would 
not  treat  with  their  prefent  rulers.     The  confequenccs  of  adopting 
^e  motion  would  not  be  fuch  as  had  been  reprefented.     If  it  were 
acceded  to,  he  for  one,  would  not  follow  it  up  with  any  motion  for 
immediate  negociation.     All  he  -wiihed  was  to  remove  obftacles, 
and  open  a  door  for  negociation,  ^hile  we-v^ap  in  a  poi^dition  t!^ 
•carry  on  the  war  with  vigour. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  previous  queftion. 
Ayes  190  ;  Noes  60. 

LIST  of  the  MINORITY  on  Mr.  GREY^s  Motioo;: 

AnfoD,  Thomas  -Coke,  T.  W. 

Antonie,  Lee  Coke,  Edward 

Aubrey,  Sir  John  Colhoun,  William 

Bankes,  Henrv  Courtcnay,  John 

Baring,  Sir  Francis  Crcfpignv,  T.  C. 

Baring,  John  Crewe,  John 

Bond,  John  Curwen,  J.  Chriftia* 

Bouverie,  Hon.  Edward  Dimfdale,  Baron 

Bailer,  James  Feathcrlbnc,  Sir  Hentjr 

Burch,  J.  R.  '  "Fitzpatrick,  General 

Byng,  George  Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 

Church,  J.  B.  Fplkes,  Sir  M.  B. 

Clayton,  Sir  R.  Fpx,  Right  Hon.  C.  J, 
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*    Francis,  Philip  Ridley,  Sir  M.  W. 

Hare,  James  RafTcll,  Lord  William 

Harrifon,  John  St.  John,  Jlon.^t.  Andrew 

Hill,  Sir  Richard  Sheridan,  R.  B* 

Huffey,  William  Smith,  William 

ckyll,  Jofcph  Spencer,  Lord  Robeit 


1 


^ervoifc,  C,  Jcrvoifc  Tarleton,  General 

Kemp,  Thomas  Thornton,  Robert 

Lambton,  William  Henry  Thornton,  Henry  J, 

Lemon,  Sir  Williatn  Thompfon,  Thoma* 

Long,'  Samuel  Vyner,  Robert 

Ludlow,  Earl  Walwyn,  James 

Maitland,  Hon.  Thomas  Wilberforce,  William 

Martin,  James  Wynne,  R.  W. 

M'Lcod,  General  N.  Wyndham,  Hon.P.  C. 
Milner,  Sir  William  Tellers. 

North,  Dudley  Grey,  Charles 

Picrfe,  Henry  Whitbread,  Samuel,  jun. 
Pluraer,  William  Total  6«; 

Monday^   ^th  February. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG,  in  purfuance  of  the  notice  which 
he  had  given,  rofe  to  fuggeft  the  repeal  of  that  part  of  the  aft  of  the 
.9th  of  George  I.  which  forbade  the  extenfion  of  relief  io  the  poor, 
except  at  the  Parilh  Workhoufc.  In  the  prefent  calamitous  feafoa 
he  had  been  witncfs  to  numberlefs  cafes  where  the  expediency  of 
granting  relief  to  the  poor  at  their  owrt-  houfds  was  manifeft.  He 
quoted  the  opinion  of  Mr^  Juftice  Blackftone,  who  exprefsly  repro- 
bated the  claufe  of  which  he  now  propofed  the  repeal,  as  breaking 
the  chain  and  fyftem  of  the  poor  Uws,  taking  frotp  the  .indigent 
their  only  folace  of  domeftic  fociety,  and  placing  the  induftriousand 
the  diffolute  equally  under  the  tyranny  of  an  Overfeer. 

Mr.  BUXTON  feconded  the  motion.  He  faid  that  he  had  been 
twenty  years  a  magiftrate,  and  had  found  this  adt  the  greateft  griev- 
ance in  tfie  exercife  of  his  duty.  The  poor  naturally  looked  up  for 
relief  to  the  country  gentlemen,  whom  the  law  placed  in  the  iini- 
ation  of  magiftratcs,  but  in  confcquence  of  the  regulations  of  this  aa, 
they  were  prevented  from  being  able  to  afford  them  any  affiibn^* 
TheOverfcers  refufed  to  give  the  poor  the  fmallcft  fuccour,  except 
they  confented  to  go  into  their  houfes,  for  the  fupply  of  which  f/ief 
contraded  with  perfons  who  engaged  to  furnifti  provifions  at  the 
cheapeft  rate,  and  which,  of  confequence,  were  vzry  fcanriJy  ^ 
incompetently  fupplied.  He  ftated  feveral  inftances  bf  the  extreme 
hardfhip  and  inhumanity  of  the  mocje  of  treating  the  poor,  adopfiw 
ji'nder  the  prefent  fyftem. 

Mr.  POWYS  faid,  that  he  heartily  agreed  with  the  honourable 
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mover  and  feconder,  both  as  to  the  juftice  of  their  complaints,  and 
the  propriety  of  the  objefl  which  they  had  in  view.  The  bcft  mode, 
however,  of  efFc£lii%  the  objedl,  he  thought,  would  be,  inftead  of 
die  motion  which  they  had  propofcd,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill,  to  explain  fo  mgch  of  an  a£l,  &:c. 

This  was  accordingly  agreed  to,  and  Sir  William^ Young,  Mr# 
Buxton,  and  Mr.  Powys,  were  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
the  fame. 

Mr.  STANLEY  prefented  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Manchefter.  He  read  the  petition,  which  exprcflcd  the  fentimenti 
of  the  petitioners,  as  to  the  impropriety  of  interfering  in  the  meafures 
of  Grovemment  in  the  prcfent  crifis,  and  their  difapprobacion  of 
the  conduS  of  thofe  pcrfons  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  had  petitioned 
for  an  immediate  peace.  The  petition,  Mr.  Stanley  faid,  was  ac- 
companied by  a  letter  addreffed  to  him  from  the  gentleman  who  had 
been  chairman  of  the  meeting.  It  ftated  that  the  prefent  petition 
was  figncd  by  1 3,938  pcrfons,  among  whom  were  all  the  gentlemen 
of  the  greatcft  fortune  and  rcfpetfhbility  in  the  town  and  neighbour- 
hood ;  that  not  one  of  thefe  fignatures  had  been  folicited,  and  that 
albthofe  who  had  figned  the  petition  for  an  immediate  peace,  weic 
held  in  general  odium. 

Mr.  Alderman  ANDERSON  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  biU, 
extending  the  pimifliment  of  bigamy  to  feven  years  tranfportation. 
The  worthy  Alderman  ftated,  that,  at  prefent,  this  offence  was 
only  punifhable  at  common  law  by  imprifonmcnt:  and  as  plunder* 
was  commonly  the  objedl,  one  might  frequently  fee  the  culprit  liv- 
ing in  fplendour  upon  the  fpoils  in  Newgate,  while  the  unfortunate 
female  was  defpoilcd  equally  of  her  honour  and  her  property. 

A  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

Tuejdajj  February  I  o,  to  Thurfdayy  February  1 2,  inclujive. 

There  not  being,  on  any  of  thofe  days,  a  fufficient  number  of 
Members  prefent  at  four  o'clock,  to  form  a  ballot  for  a  Cmmittee, 
in  order  to  try  the  queftion  of  the  Scaford  right  of  eleftion  ;  the 
Houfeofconfequence  adjourned, 

Friday i    1 3/A  February* 

Mr.  DUNDAS  prefented  articles  of  the  Cpnftitution  of  Corfica,. 
and  a  petition  of  the  officers  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  to  His 
■  Majeftj- — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Lord  ARDEN  prefented  an  eftimate  of  the  debt  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  navj  for  1795.  3 
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Mr.  WHITEHEAD  prcfcntcd  an  accoont  of  the  number  of 
tnen  and  boys  employed  in  the  tranfport  fcrvicc* 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  prcfcnted  an  account  of  the 
extraordinary  expcnccs  of  the  army ;  alfo  an  eftimatc  of  foreign 
corps. — ^Ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabic. 

Lord  ARDEN  prcfcnted  an  account  of  the  bounty  money  paid 
to  feamen  and  to  landmen,  from  the  ift  of  January  1793,  to  the 
I  ft  of  January  1795.  And  fix  other  accounts  of  the  number  of 
men  employed  by  and  receiving  protedHon  from  the  Admiralty  Office 
and  Navy  Office.— Ordered  to  lie  on  thd  table. 

Mr.  HUSSE Y  prcfcnted  a  petition  from  a  laige  number  of  re- 
/pcifiable  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  Sarum,  hutnbly  reprcfent- 
ing  to  the  Houfe  the  diftreflcs  and  calamities  of  the  country  in  con- 
fequcnce  of  the  prefent  dcfhru6tive  war,  and  praying  the  Houfe  to 
enter  as  foon  as  poffiblc  into  a  ncgociation  for  peace  with  France ; 
ivhich,  if  rejcdled  on  the  part  of  that  nation,  the  petitioners  would 
then  ufe  their  utmoft  efforts  in  defence  of  the  country.  The  petition 
was  roceived,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Alderman  CURTIS  prefentcd  a  petition  fnom  (everal  friends 
of  the  teligious  fociety  called  Quakers,  humbly  flating,  that  war 
was  ever  contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  and  to 
their  religious  tenets  in  particular.  And  as  moft  of  the  petitioners 
were  owners  and  mailers  of  fhips»  they  prayed  that  they  might  not 
be  required  to  fupply  feamen  from  their  fhips  under  the  regulations 
of  the  new  bill  for  manning  the  navy ;  and  that  they  might  not  be 
deprived  of  the  means  of  providing  for  diemfdves  and  their  families. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  names  of  the  following  Membecs  who  were  chofcn  for  the 
Committee,  were  then  brought  up  and  read  : 

Thomaa  Stanley^  Efq.  Chairman. 

Scroop  Barnard,  Efq.  Thomas  Joh«es,  Efq. 

Lieut.  Col.  G.  Nugent  .  Lord  Vifcount  Maiden 

Thomas  Dundas,  Efq.  Lord  Vifcount  Hinchinbrook 

J.  H,  Addington,  Elq.  D.  P.  Cooke,  Efq. 

James  Adams,  Efq. .  J.  M.  Pitt,  Efq- 

John  Hill,  Efq.  Hon.  B.  Bouverie 

Right  Hon.  J.  C.  Villicra  Charles  Dunday,  Efq. 

Monday^   I  dih  February, 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  (hip  owners  of  the  town  of  Scar- 
borough, ftating  the  plan  for  man:iing  the  navy  by  raifinj  a  certai/i 
numl)er  of  men  in  propordon  to  th&  tonnage  of  cveij'  outward-boand 
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veiTcI  to  be  impracticable,  and  expreffing  their  readinefs  to  grant  a 
pecuniary  aid  for  the  purpofe. 

Mr,  GREY  fard  that  having  fome  time  fince  moved  for  returns 
of  the  protedions  granted  by  the  Admiralty,  &c.  fome  of  which  he 
now  found  laid  upon  the  table,  he  wiflied  to  know  whether  there 
was  any  objcction*that  thefe  returns  fhould  be  printed.  IBs  objedl 
was  to  afcertain  whether  any  means  could  be  found  for  manning  the 
navy  without  reforting  to  the  meafures  propofed  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  ftated,  that  he  had  no  objedlion  to  the 
returns  being  prrnterf.  He  had  received  fome  recent  information 
from  different  quarters  on  the  fubjecft  of  manning  the  navy,  which 
would  induce  him  to  adopt  conffderable  alterations  in  the  plan  he 
had  already  laid  before  the  Houfe.  Thefe  alterations  were  fuch  as 
would  lead  to  a  more  fpeedy  and  effeflual  accomptiOiment  of  the  end 
m  view ;  but  though  proceeding  upon  the  fame  principle,  would 
require  regulations  fo  very  different  from  thofe  already  fnggefted,  as 
he  believed  would  render  it  expedient  to  introduce  a  new  bill. 

Mr.  GREY  hoped  that  fufficient  time  would  be  allowed  to  take 
the  new  bill  into  confideration,  and  to  receive  the  neceffary  infor- 
mation from  different  parts  of  the  country,  before  any  attempt  would 
be  made  to  pafs  it  through  the  Houfcr 

The  returns  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  Houfe. 
Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  that  public  notice  had  been  given  fome 
time  fince  of  a  lone  to  be  granted  to  the  Emperor.  On  this  fulv- 
jcft  he  had  a  motion  to  make,  which  he  believed  was  rather  unpre- 
cedented ;  and  as  his  apology,  he  had  only  to  plead  that  thebufinefs 
to  which  it  referred  was  itfclf  unprecedented.  He  wiflied  to  move, 
if  there  was  no  obje<Slion,  that  the  contraA  refpeding  the  loan  (h.ould 
be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  previous  to  thedifcuffion  in  the  Commit- 
tee of  Supply. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that- the  motion  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  propofed  to  make,  was  entirely  inconfiftent  with  the 
forms  of  the  Houfe.  It  was  ufual  for  the  perfon  in  his  fituation  to 
niake  the  bargain  v-'ith  thofe  who  were  difpofed  to  contract  for  the 
loan  ;  he  fhould  afterwards,  in  bringing  forward  the  budget,  have 
occafion  to  propofe  a  refolution  ftating  the  terms  on  which  it  was 
made. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  afked  why  the  Minifter  had  not,  in  making  ih; 
prefent  loan,  prt)ceeded  by  competition,  as  he  had  lafl  year  done 
with  fo  much  credit  to  hfmfelf,  and  advantage  to  the  Public  ;  and 
W  he  underfiood  from  the  beft  authority,  was  to  be  the  cafe  in  ano- 
ther country  (Ireland.)  Competition  was  in  his  mind  thebel^  mode 
of  difpofing  of  the  public  money.     When. the  Budget  was  brought 
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forward  in  tKe  Committee  of  Supply,  there  was  always  fuch  a  mul- 
tiplicity of  bufiriefs  as  to  prevent  any  particular  point  from  receiving 
a  full  difcuffiori.  He  had  rlo  hcfitation  to  ftate,  that  from  what  he 
underftood  of  the  ternis  of  the  loan,  they  were  fo  exceptionable,, 
that  he  was  defiroiis  to  bring  them  before  the  public  in  an  authentic 
fliape. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  thie  bufinels  of  the  night  of 
the  budget  was  to  difcufs  the  term^s  of  the  loan,  and  .that  the  pro- 
pofal  of  the  honourable  gentleman  went  to  anticipate  the  difcuffion 
of  the  budget  before  it  was  opened. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  that  the  right  hoiiourable  gentleman  way 
well  aware  that  the  bufinefs  was  itfelf  fo  unprecedented  th^t  he  had 
no  clue  to  guide  him  on  the  prefent  dccafiori. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  faid,  that  he  propofed  dri  Friday  to  move 
the  extrar)rdinarles  of  the  army,  fo  far  as  refpedted  the  French  corpw 

Tuejdajy    \*)th  February. 

Several  petitions  from  various  fea-port  towris  wefc  prefente^i' 
ftating  that  the  bill  for  more  effedlually  fupplyingthe  navy  with  meni/ 
was  partial,  ojppreflive  and  impraflticable.— ^They  were  ordered  tfl* 
be  laid  on  the  table.  .    . 

Mr.  LAMBTON  prefented  a  petition  frdm  the  Mayor,  Alder- 
men, Freemen,  Clergy,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  Gity  of  Dur- 
ham and  its  neighbourhood  ;  fetting  forth, 

That  the  war  in  which  thefe  kingdoms  are  now  unfortunately  iilTolr- 
cd,  has  already  proved  highly  injurious  to  their  trade  and  comnicrcc, 
•and,  if  perfevered  in,  may,  by  interrupting  their  eftablifhed  intcrcourfc 
with  foreign  nations,  and  loading  the  manufactures  of  this  countr}'  with 
additional  burdens,  finally  efFed  their  deftru6tion  :  That,  although  tbc 
commercial  Intereli  has  nfjore  elTentially  fufFercd  from  the  war,  yet  every 
other  ptirt  of  the  community  has  feverely  felt  its  preffjre  :  that*  while 
the  petitioners  are  perfonally  fenfible  of  thofe  evils,  humanity  leads thciri 
to  deplore  the  lives  of  their  brave  countrymen,  iacrificed  in  this  unavw- 
ing  conteft  :  that  they  fee,  with  regret,  the  ppefcnt  large  expcnditurcof 
public  money,  which,  if  long  conti^lued,  may  produce  fuch  a  derange^ 
ment  in  the  finances,  as  muft  endanger  the  conftitution  of  any  country: 
that,  lincercly  attached  as  the  petitioners  are  to  the  conftitution  of  thcfe 
realms,  they  (liould  think  it  their  duty  to^epel,  to  the  utmoft  oftbcir 
power,  the  attempts  of  any  nation  whatfocver  to  interfere  in  their  iotcr- 
Bal  legiflation ;  they  mult  therefore  confider  the  continuation  of  thcwarj 
for  the  purpofe  of  changing  the  prefent  Government  of  France,  as  to- 
tally repugnant  to  that  grand  principle  of  morality,  '*  ofdoilig  toothcrf 
as  we  would  they  fhould  do  unto  us,"  as  pregnant  with  the  greateft  ca- 
lamities to  this  country,  and  altogether  impradlicablc,  as  melancholy  c^ 
perience  has  fully  demonftrated  ;  that  the  petitioners,  deeply  imprcflW 
with  thefe  important  truths,  do  therefore,  m  jufticcto  them fcWcs  sad 
tl;ieirpoilenty,  Jbumbly  addrcfs  their  Reprefthtatrvcs  in  Farltament  aifa»* 
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)>]ed,  to  intdtpofe,  by  the  wifdom  of  their  CouQciU,  that  the  much- 
wanttd  add  inrAluable  bledings  of  peace  ma^  be  fpeedily  reflored  ;  nnd 
that  if,'  after  a  declaration  oa  the  part  of  this  country  of  their  wil1ir>g« 
&e(f  to  enter  into  a  treaty,  upon  fair,  open,  and  reafonable  terms,  tha 
coemy  (hould  perfevere  in  hoftilities,  the  petitioners,  however  defirous 
df  peace,  will  oe  found  as  forward  in  defending  the  jud  claims,  the  ho- 
nour, and  the  independence  of  Chcfe  Idngdomsi  as  any  body  of- His  Ma* 
j^ify'a  fubjedl  wbaterer* 

Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table* 

..  The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  prcfcnted  a  counter-pctirioil 
from  the  fame  place,  ligned,  he  faid,  by  nnony  of  the  moA  refpcft^i- 
ablc  perfons  there^  and  the  fignaturea  of  ten  or  eleven  rdpe<^able 
perfons  alfo  appeared  to  the  petition,  but  he  was  authorifed  to  fay 
that  they  were  figned  by  proxy  at  their  rcqueft ;  fetting  forth, 

That  the  petitioners,  ftrongly  difapproring  of  all  attempts  to  interrupt 
the  deliberations  of  Parliament,  (efjpecially  in  this  momentous  crifis)  by 
the  obtrulion  of  the  fentiments  ot  individuals,  on  important  fubjedhi 
concerning  which  private  individ  uats  can,  in  genel-al,  have  no  authentic 
or  complete  information,  beg  leave  to  exprefs  their  deep  concern  at  find« 
ing  themfelves  under  a  neceffity  of  troubling  the  Houfe  with  their  dif* 
avowal  of  a  petition  which  they  undefHaiid  isprefented,  or  intended  to 
be  prefcntcd,-to  the  Houfe,  by  Tome  perfons  ot  the  faid  city  and  neigh* 
bourhood,  telative  to  the  time  or  mode  of  making  peace :  that  the  peti* 
tioners  firmly  rely  on  the  wifdom  of  His  Majefty,  and  of  the  great  Coun* 
cil  of  the  Nation,  and  on  that  paternal  goodnefs  which  flrongly  inclines 
His  Majefty  (ever  confulting  the  happincfs  and  welfare  of  his  people)  to, 
terminate  the  calamities  of  war  as  fpeedily  as  a  fafe  and  honourable  op- 
portunity (hall  prefent  itfclf :  that  in  this  firm  and  conftitutional  confidence 
thty  humbly  pray  that  the  great  refources  of  this  powerful  nation  may 
continue  to  be  exerted,  in  fuch  manner  as  fliall  be, mod  conducive  to 
thefectireand  permanent  cftabliQiment  of  a  peace,  confillent  with  ih^^ 
true  interefi,  dignity,  and  glory  of  the  Britilh  empire. 

On  the  queftioh,  th^t  the  petition  be  laid  upon  the  table,  a  longt 
defultory,  and  in  fome  inftances,.  warm  ccmverfation  took  place* 

Mr.  LAMK^ON  entered  into  a  defcription  of  the  manner  la 
which  the  iignatures  had  been  obtained ;  many  applications,  he  faid^ 
had  been  niade  to  perfons  for  twenty  miles  around  the  City.of  Dur** 
"bam,  toTfign  this  counter-petition,  in  confequertce  of  the  ofie  which 
he  had  juft  prefentcd  in  the  name  of  many  of  the  moft  refpeitable 
charaders  in  that  part  of  the  country.  He  obfcrvcd  alfo,  that  many 
of  the  perfons,  whofe  names  appeared  to  this  counter-petition,  were 
Cleig]^nien,  and  that  it  was  not  very  coniiflent  with  the  dodrliKs  of 
the  religion  which  they  profeffed>  for  fuCh  perfons  to  pray  for  the 
continuance  of  war. 

IS/lr.  FRANCIS  wifhed  to  know  If  die  Attorney  General  was 
i^uthorifcd  to  ftatc  to  the  Houfe  that  the  perfons  whofe  names  were 
figncd  by  pfox^,  were  fo  figned  by  their  rcqucft ;  if  he  could  not 
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anfwcr  that  qiieffion  in  the  affirmative,  the  Hbufe  ou^t  to  confider 
that  part  of  die  petition  as  a  forgciy)  and  therefore  he  (bouid  ia  that, 
cafe  obje'd  to  the  petition  being  laid  uppn  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  obferved  that  in  point  of  order  and  rqgularityv 
the  petition  was  fuch  as  the  Houfe  (hould  receive  as  far  as  regarded 
thofe  who  had  aftually  figned  it — but  with  regard  to  tjuifc  narocft, 
that  appeared  by  proxy,'  it  ought  to  pafs  for  nothing. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid  tfiat  many  of  Ac  perfon* 
who  had  figned  the  petition,  were  amongft  the  inoft  refpedable  in 
Ac  kingdom  for  property  and  charafter. 

Mr.  GREY  maintained  it  to  be  hij^y  impolitic  to  make  a  con- 
flant  reference  to  the  property  of  individuals  who  were  pcdtioncrs  te 
that  Houfe,  efpecially  on  the  queltion  of  peace  or  war.  It  tended- 
to  imprefs  on  Ae  minds  of  the  poor,  that  their  interefb  were  not  ta 
be  attended  to  in  that  Houfe ;  it  might  induce  tficm  to  regard  Ac 
rich  as  men  drawn  up  in  array  of  battle  againft  th<:m,  and  if  ever 
the  hour  of  extreme  calamity  (hould  arrive,  on  whom  was  the  nation 
at  large  to  depend,  if  the  iaffeftions  of  the  poor  were  loft?   • 

The  SPEAKER  brought  to  the  recolleftion  of  the  Houfe  the 
flanding  order,  which  was,  that  no  petition  (hould  be  received  in 
the  names  of  any  perfons  if  it  was  not  fipicd  by  their  own  hands. 
With  refpeft  to  thofe  who  had  figned  it,  the  petition  was  regular, 
but  as  to  thofe  names  figned  by  proxy,  it  was  not  a  petition  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  their  names  might  be  erafed. 
,  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  thought,  that  from  the  rcfpeflabaity  of 
thofe  who  had  a<£tually  figned  the  petition,  the  fair  inference  was, 
that  the  proxies  fpoke  the  fentiments  of  thofe  whofe  names  appeared, 
but  who  had  not  figned  it,  and  therefore  to  erafe  their  names  would 
fee  to  facrifice  fubftance  taform.  As  to  the  precepts  of  chriftianityi 
he  maintained  that  they  did  not  forbid  a  defence  of  ourfdvcs;  and, 
this  being  a  war  declared  by  anarchy  and  Atherfm  againft  order  and 
Teligion,  there  was  nothing  iiKonfiftcnt  with  the  charad^er  of  a  Mi* 
niftcr  of  the  Gofpel,  in  petitioning,  that  the  continuance  of  it  mi^ 
fce  left  to  the  wifdom  of  His  Majefty  and  the  great  Council  of  the 
nation.  With  regard  to  the  idea  of  d]rawing  a  Jine  of  diftindion  bc- 
fween  the  interefts  of  the  rk:h  and  the  poor  in  this  war,  he  faidf 
that  fuch  a  line  had  never  been  drawn  in  that  Houfej  cxocptby  thofc 
who  accufed  others  of  it,  for  the  purpofe  of  uiiging  arguments  againft 
fuch  an  Ariftocratic  praflice,  when,  in  point  of  fa<S,  their  own 
pradlice  was,  upon  that  very  point,  the  moft  Ariftecratical. 

,  Mr.  LAMBTON  and  Mr.  GREY  denied  the  charge  of  the  M- 
nifter,  and  appealed  to  the  whole  of  their  condu^  a*  a  rcfotatto 
of«.  .     '.    <         -  . 
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.  The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  fu^xjitcd  the  petition. 
,  Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  did  hot  wifti  it  to  be  underftood  that 
lie  felt  lefs  -for  the  poor  than  any  other  Member  of  that  Houfe  ;  but 
the  coixinnon  fenfe  of  mankind  allowed  that  a  certain  refpedi  was 
^ue  to  property  ;  and  therefore  it  could  not  be  improper  to  allude  to 
it,  in  prefenting  a  petition  to  that  Houfe.  If  he  were  to  meet  the 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Lambton)  in  the  lobby,  he  Ihould  hardly, 
think  it  a  finfe  thing  to  tell  him,  he  (hould'  pay  i^^  more  regard  to 
his  petition  than  to  the  petition  of  his  Aable-boy. 

Mr.  HARRISON  thought,  that  as  the  chafF  could  not  be  fepa- 
rated  from  the  grain  In  this  petition,  the  beft  thing  the  Houfe  could 
do  was  to  reject  it,  in  order  that  the  parties  mi^t  have  an  oppor* 
itunity  of  prefentir^onc  from  which  no  names  ought  to  be  erafed. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  there  were  two  ways  of  difpofing  regu- 
larly of  this  queftioh :  to  objed  to  the  petition  being  laid  on  the 
table,  or,  after  it  was  there,  to  move  for  a  Committee  to  inquire 
how  it  was  ligned,  ahd,  if  any  lignatures  appeared  to  be  irregular^ 
to  erafe  them^ 

Mr.  MARTIN  was  of  opnion  that  it  was  wrong  to  draw  any 
(articular  diftindion  between  different  ranks  of  men,  who  petitioned  ' 
that  Houfe  ;  but  if  any  diftindHon  muft  be  made,  he  thought  th^t 
the  petitions  of.  the  lower  e^afe,  in  the  cafe  of  war,  were  more  rc- 
%«6tabie  than  tbofe  which  came  from  the  higher,  bccaufe  on  th# 
lower  the  burdens  of  war  mod  heavily  prefled. 

General  SMITH  thought  the  whole  of  tWsfioavcrfaiicn  extreme* 
ty  irr^ulan 

The  jqueflfton  being  put,  the  petition  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on 
the  table, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  with  regard  to  the  bill  which 
was  now  before  the  lioufe  for  the  more  efFcflually  fupplying  His 
Majefty's  navy  with  feamen,  it  was  his  intention  to  move  that  it  be 
poftponed  for  three  months,  for  the  piirpofe  of  bringing  in  another 
bill  upon  the  fame  principle,  but  varying  in  a  great  meafure  the  mode 
of  earring  the  prindple  into  effeft. 

Mr.  GREY  faid,  that  as  the  prefent  bill  was  now  underftood 
to  be  impradiicable,  poffiWy  the  next  might  be  equally  reprobated 
when  it  c^me  to  be  underftood^  and  there  ftiould  certainly  be  time 
given  to  make  inquiry  from  thofe  who  were  to  be  moft  immediately 
affeScdbyit. 

Mr.  Chaocellor  PITT  then  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on  the 
Ml,  w'itli  a  view  of  poftponing  the  farther  confidcration  of  it  as  he 
had  mentioned  ;  hut  on  the  fuggeftion  of  the  Spe^cr^  on  the  regUr 
hrity  of  the  proceeding,  the  bill  was  withdrawn. 
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Mr,  Pitt  then  faid,  he  (hould  move  for  leave  to  bring  m  a  pew 
till  upon  this  fubjeft  to-merrow,  and  he  (hould  propofe  to  go  o(l 
through  the  different  ftages  of  it  as  quickly  as  poffibly,  in  order  that 
after  it  was  printed,  a  week's  time  (hould  be  afforded  for  the  vari- 
ous perfons  moft  immediately  intere(ted  to  confider  it ;  he  propofed 
to  go  into  a  Committee  on  it,  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  filling  up 
the  blanks,  the  day  after  to-nwrrow  ;  and  that  being;  the  cafe,  the 
better  way  woulfi  be  to  movt  now  for  leave  to  brii^  in  the  bill» 
^hich  hedid.     Agreed. 

He  then  moved,  '*  That  the  other  bill,  for  more  efFcdualljf 
fupplying  His  MajeflyV  navy  with  landmen,  be  referred  to  a  Cora* 
mittee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  Thurfday  next,"     Ordered. 

Mr.  CURWEN  prefehted  a  petition,  figncd  by  about  a  thoufand 
perfons  in  the  neigjibourhood  of  Carliflc,  praying  for  peace.  Ox- 
(lered  tobe  laid  on  the  tabic. 

IVedneJday,  l%tb  Fcbraatj. 

Mr,  ROSE  moved,  «  That  the  particulars  of  the  vote  of  cretfit 
of  laft  year,  fhould  be  laid  upon  the  table."     Ordered. 

The  Houfe,  in  a  Committee  of  Supply,  voted  fcveral  fums  to 
defray  the  expence  of  the  civil  cftablMhmwits  of  Canada,  Nova  Sco- 
tia, Newfoundland,  &c. 

Mr.  ROSE  moved,  <<  That  the  fum  of  41,000!.  be  paid  tothe 
reprefentatives  of  Richard  Ofwald,  due  to  him  as  contraftor  for  the 
army  in  Germany,  in  the  year  1763. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  objefied  to  the  Committee  voting  fo  bige  afum 
without  opportunity  bdng  afforded  for  difcuffmg  the  ground  upon 
which  it  was  granted. 

Mr.  ROSE  faid,  that,  as  large  fums  had  been  recovered  600 
^  public  Accountants,  It  was  proper,  that  fums  which  were  found  0 
be  due  to  thejn,  as  in  the  prefent  infbtnce,  (hould  be  paid  to  Acm 
or  their  reprefentatives. 

The  SPEAKER  fuggefted,  that  the  proper  mode  of  proccccBflg 
would  be,  for  the  honourable  gentleman  to  move  for  the  rqxvt  of 
the  Commiifioners  of  Public  Accounts,  with  rcfpeft  to  the  fums  due 
to  the  reprefentatives  of  Richard  Ofwald. 

The  Houfe  was  refumcd,  the  Report  ordered  to  be  received  to- 
morrow, and  the  Committee  to  fit  again  on  Friday. 

Mr.  ROSE  moved,  «  That  the  rpport  of  the  fums  due  to  * 
reprefentatives  of  Richard  Ofwald,  I3C  laid  upon  the  table ;  aid 
^Ifo  of  the  fums  due  to  the  Landgrave  of  Heffc  Cafltl|  for  hU  ftT* 
Vices  in  the  American  war»"    Orderedt 
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Thurjdajy   l^th  Fdruary^ 

Mr.  THOMAS  STANLEY,  from  the  Shl€&  Committee  ^ho 

were  appointed  to  try  and  determine  the  merits  of  the  petition  of 

Ae  fcvcral  pcrfons,  whofe  names  are  thereunto  fubfcribed,  on  bo- 

Balf  of  themfelves,  and  others,  being  legal  clcftors  of  Members  to 

ferve  in  Parliament  for  the  tefwn  and  port  of  Seaford,  in  the  county 

of  Suflex,    reported  to  the  Houfc,  "  That  the  right  of  cledUon  for 

the  town  and  port  of  Seaford,  according  as  the  fame  was  deicidedL 

by  the  laft  determinado*  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  icth  of 

February,    1 670- 1,  ts  "in  the  populacy,"  or,  according  to  the 

iuterpretration  of  the  word  **popolacy"  by  the  rcfolution  of  the 

faid  Houfe  on  the  15th  of  December,  1761,  ^^  in  tbcinhabkamay 

boufckeepers  of  the  faid  town  and  port,  paying  fizot  and  lot,'^  and  in 

fuch  inhabitants  houfekecpcrs  only." 

Colonel  STANLEY  prefented  a  petition  from  10,820  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Mancbefter,  fitting  forth. 

That  the  petitioners,  influenced  by  fentiments  of  loyalty  to  tlieXiof, 
and  unfeigned  attachment  to  the  conftitution,  with  its  wife  and  wbokfome 

ttoviiions,  made  at  the  time  of  the  glorit)D8  Revolution,  conceive  it  to 
>e  an  indifpenfable  duty,  and  ^,  proof  of  the  fincerity  of  their  profeffions, 
toreprcfent  to  the  Houie  the  evils  that  have  already  been  produced  by 
the  war  in  which  this  nation  is  unfortunately  engaged,  and  the  alarming 
apprchenfions  whleh-they  entertain  of  ftill  greater  calamities  enfuing,  if 
meafurea  be  not  fpeedily  taken  for  averting  the  fame  from  this  country  : 
that,  whatever  differences  of  opinion  might  have  cxiiled  at  the  coni* 
inencement  of  the  war  as  to  its  juftice  or  policy,  all  defcription^  of  men 
l»uft  now  agree,  that  its  progrefs  has  been  accompanied  by  a  ieries  of 
moft  difailrous  events ;  that  the  manufa^res  and  commerce  of  thop 
country  have  been  greatly  reduced  in  confcqucnce  of  it,  the  property  of 
many  fnbjeds  of  this  realm  much  injured,  and  the  blood  of  a  multitude 
of  others  (bed  ;  that  the  public  trcafure  has  been  expended  ;  the  public 
^bt  increafcd  ;  and  that,  in  proportion  at  the  refources  of  the  nation 
are  impaired,  the  demands  on  the  people  are  multiplied^  while  our  allies 
view  the  rapid  progrefs  and  continued  fuccefles  of  the  enemy  with  ap* 

•  parent  indifference,  or  make  feeble  efforts  to  relift  them,  little  propor- 
tioned to  the  magnitude  of  the  impending  danger,  or  to  the  extraordj- 
tiary  fubfidies  paid  them  by  this  country,:  that,  under  the  prefect  cir- 
cumiiances,  the  petitioners  have  nothing  to  hope  from  the  continuance  of 

•  the  war,  but  their  fears  are  juftl^  excited  left  it  (hould  ultimately  involve 
this  country  in  irretrievable  ruin ;  and  therefore  praying  that  the  Hou& 

•  will  ufe  the  moft  effe6tual  means  for  reftoring  the  Eleffings  of  peace  to  tliit 
nation ;  and  the  petitioners  beg  leave,  at  the  fame  time,  to  ailure  the 
Hbufe,  that  if  it  ifaould  appear,  contrary  to  the  hopes  of  the  petitionen^ 
that  motives  of  ambition,  or  implacable  revenge,  on  the  part  of  thcenc* 
niy,  render  it  impoffiblc  to  procure  atermination  of  hoftilitlet,  the  pcij. 
tioners  will  contribute  moft  chcarfuUy  and  zealoufly,  in  common  witk 
aH  their  fe llowfubje^ts,  towards  a  necei&ry  defesce  of  thm  deareft  ift^ 
tereft^,  and  the  indejpcndcpcc  of  their  country, 
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The  petition  was  broqght  up,  and  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Cok)iiel  MAITLAND  fsud,  that  (he  petition  which 'had  now 
been  prefented,  need  no  arguntent  to  fupport  ic  He  would  moK 
-partieularly  have  been  difpofed  to  have  made  no  obfervations  on 
this  petition,  on  account  of  the  place  from  whence  it  came,  as  cfOry 
man  muft  rather  wifh  to  allay  than  to  inflame  the  fjHht  of  violence 
i»^ich  had  fo  difgracefiiUy  exhibited  itfelf  «t  Birmingham  and  Man- 
chefler,  had  it  not  been  for  the  conduct  of  the  honourable  gentkoan 
:^ho  had  juft  now  faanught  up  the  petition^  and  which  was  fudi  as 
jcompcUed  him  to  make  a  few  remaifo.  The  honourable  gcndc- 
man,  he  undcrftood,  when  he  prefefited  a  counter- petition  from  the 
fame  places  on  a  former  e^ning,  had  accompanied  it  With  his  o«m 
anif)padv^rfions,  fiating  that  it  had  been  (igned  by  all  the  perfonsof 
refpe<Sability  in  the  neighbourhood.  He  appealed  to  his  own  per* 
•fonal  knowledge  for  the  ijefpedabiUty  of  many  of  thofe  who  had 
iigned  the  prefent  petition,  and  a&ed,  whether  he  knew  any  perfoM 
in  the  neighbourhood  more  refpeftable  ;  never,  indeed,  was  there 
a  petiticwn,  widi  refpoft  to  which  the  forms  of  the  Houfe  were  mutt 
ftriSly  adhered  to.  But  the  honourable  gentleman  had  gene  far- 
ther; he  had  faid  that  a  degree  of  mifcbievous  aiiivity  had  been 
(hewn  in  procuring  fignatures  :  if  there  was  any  mifchievous  afti- 
vity,  it  had  been  confined  to  the  other  fide,  who  ftyled  diofe  who 
figned  the  prefent  petition.  No  King-men^  rw  Church-men^  and  dc- 
fcribed  them  as  perfons  who  murdered  all  Kings,  deftroyed  all  re- 
ligion, defpifed  the  poor,  and  increafed  taxes,  &c.  He  had  faid 
likewife,  that  thofe  who  had  now  petitioned  for  peace,  were  held 
in  univerfal  odium  ;  if  they  had  incurred  any  degree  of  odium,  it 
was  only  in  confequence  of  the  grofs  mifreprefentation  of  their  op- 
ponents. He  wifhed  to  know  how  the  counter-petition  had  been 
obtained.'  It  had  been  obtained  by  all  the  arts  of  influence;,  mif- 
'ftatemcnt,  and  corruption.  It  was  figned  by  many,  under  the  idea 
.  that  it  was  a  petition  for  peace.  In  one  of  the  neighbouring  vii- 
.  lag^^  which  fun;ii(hed  above  four  hundred  fignatures,  the  Bclknan 
was  fent  round  to  invite  all  Churchmen  and  Kingrnen  to  fign  a  pe- 
tition againft  republicans  and  levellers. 

Colonel  STANLEY  faid,  that  the  honourable  gendeman  bad 
'  not  been  prefent  when  he  brought  up  the  counter-pctidon ;  upon 
that  occsffion  he  had  not  ftated  his  own  fentimcnts,  but  only  tead 
an  extraft  of  the  Chairman,  who  tranfmittted  him  the  pcrition.— 
,  When  the  prefent  petition  was  put  into  his  hands,  he  afked  the  gen- 
tlemen who  brought  it  to  town,  whether  they  wilhcd  that  hcflwuld 
fay  any  tiling,  on  prefctjting  it  to  the  Houfe,  t<>  whiisblhey  anfwtf- 
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^cd  in  die  negatii^e.     He  acknowledged  that  die  prcfeftt  peffitlkm  had 

I  been  fijgncd  by  many  perfons  of  great  reTpcilability ;  js  to  the  boys 

:afid  children,  who  had  figned  it,  of  thenv  he  would  fay  nothing. 

^Hc  would  always  ftudy  to  dHchargc  his  duty  as  an  upright  «nd  indc- 

pendent  Mcmbtr. 

Colonel  M AITLAND  faid,  he  would  leave  to  the  Houfe  to  dc- 
^termine  whedier.the  honourable  gentleman,  by  reading  the  letter^ 
;  ^d  not  mean  to  make  the  imprefTion  that  fuch  were  his  own  fend- 
!  ments.  He  would  take  upon  him  to  ftate  that  di«  perition  for  peace 
'  iras  not  figned  by  one  boy  or  child,  whereas  the  counter-petition 

^pras  figned  by  many  of  that  defcripticHi. 

General  TARLETON  prefented  a  perition  from  10,000  mer- 
■  diants,  traders^  and  other  inhabitants,  of  the  town  of  Liverpool ; 

ibtdng  forth, 

That  the  petidoners,  imprcffed  with  fentimcnts  of  the  moil  unalterable 
jrffe^ton  for  His.  Majefty's  Royal  perfon  aii4  family,  and  eaineilly  foii« 
citous  for  the  prcferv;ition  of  the  conftitution  of  thefe  realms,  beg  leave 
to  ejqprehto  the  Houfe  the  anxiety  they  feel  fron>  the  prefent  flateof  this 
kingdom  and  its  commerce,  in  confequencc  of  the  war  :  that  the  peti- 
tioners cannot  but  deejpfy  regret  that  any  particular  form  of  Governiwent 
which  may  fubiift  in  France,  ihould  be  confidered  a»  an  infuperable  bar 
tq  a  negociation  for  peace,  on  terms  of  honour  and  advantage  to  thi» 
country  :  and  therefore  requefting  that  the  Houfe  will  be  pteafed  to 
adopt  uich  meafures  as  they  may  think  proper  for  reiloringttf  thefe  king- 
doms the  bleiSngs  of  peace. 

The  petition  having  been  read. 

General  TARLETON  rofe,  and  faid,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  prefent- 
ing  this  petition,  two  points  ftrike  forcibly  on  my  mind,  to  which  I 
dcfire  tlie  attention  of  the  Houfe.  The  firft  is  of  a  perfonal  nature, 
the  fecond  of  a  more  general  and  extenfivc  defcription.  Whilft  I 
explain  myfclf  on  the  firft  fubjeft,  I  throw  myfclf  entirely  on  the 
indulgence  of  gentlemen,  affuring  them,  at  the  fame  time,  that  I' 
fhall  comprefs  what  I  have  to  fay  into  a  very  fmall  compafs  indeed. 
I  am  aware.  Sir,  that  I  am  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people 
ofEngland  ;  but  I  wifti  to  be  underftood,  in  fpeaking  upon  this  part 
of  the  fubjedV,  as  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  Liverpool,  more  than 
in  the  general  and  appropriate  charadler  of  a  Member  of  this^  Houfe. 

Prom  the  town  where  I  was  born,  and  by  the  people  amongft 
whom  I  was  bred  and  educated,  I  was  fent  a  rcprefentative  to  Parl^a- 
fnefit.  This  mark  of  their  confidence  and  attachment  gained  my 
gratitude  and'affedion  ;  and  I  determined  to  watch  over  their  intercft 
and  honpur,  tb  thebeftof  my  ability,  and  with  unlhaken  integrity. 
Previous  to  the  commertccment  of  hoftilities,  I  fupported  the  mo-;^ 
tion  <Jf* my  right  honourable  friend  (Mt.  Foir)  for  negociation.  I 
was  awarQ  that- the  ttierchantS  of  this  country  had  every  tbinj  x<^ 
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lofe^  and  tioAinf  to  gain.  My  own  local  knoi^ledge  of  the  country 
which  was  Ukdy  to  be  the  theatre  of  war,  together  with  the  inform 
matlon  I  have  derived  from  hiftory,  I'elative  to  Continental  wars, 
Hi^^eded  a  melancholy  fofeboding  of  die  cataflrophea  which  have 
iince  happened.  I  therefore  oppofed  the  war,  becaufe  I  thou^ 
ii  contrary  to  tlje  intereft  of  thofe  who  fent  roe  to  this  place;  and 
notwirhftanding  the  flouriihing  piftures  of  commerce  exhilnttd  \ff 
the  right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  his  cloqqcrt 
fpeeches»  I  know  ihe  wears  a  decaying  and  mutilated  form  in  the 
ledgers  of  my  con(lituents«  I  oppofed  the  war,  bosaufe  t  thought 
it  contrary  to  the  intereft  of  my  fcllow  townfmen  ;  no  tatioral  ot 
defined  obje<^  being  held  out  by  Minifters,  from  which  prudent  of 
confideratc  men  could  exped  any  chance  of  fuccefs,  or  condufioa 
of  hoftilities.  His  Majefty's  Minifters  were  conftantly  (hiftlng  their 
ground,  and  quitting  one  fooliih  pretext  for  another ;  and  therefore 
I  had  reafonable  caufe  for  inferring  that  it  would  be  a  warof  lofe-- 
of  calamity — of  horror — and  extermination.  If  I  had  ^  tbcfe 
powerful  and  urgent  conGderations  impreffed  upon  ray  mind,  Ac 
condpdt  of  the  war  would  alone  have  been  fufficient  caufe  for  op- 
pofing  His  Majefty*8  Minifter§.  What  can  we  difcover  Irt  thecourfc 
of  this  extenfive  war,  but  rafhnefs  and  incapacity  r  The  folly  rf 
.Minifters  has  been  fo  gigantic,  that  it  has  Ih^udcd  the  martial 
fpirit  of  the  moft  warlike  nation  in  the  world,  and  rcdflccd  the 
kingdom  to  an  unprecedented  and  highly  dangerous  fituation«  Thcfc 
are  my  niotives,  explained  as  conclfely  as  I  could,  {ix  oppofingthc 
war.  I  liave  afted  from  the  moft  deliberate  confideration,  and  d» 
pioft  confcientious  convidion :  I  have  done  my  doty  to  my  cooffc 
tucnts,  and  am  fearlefc  of  the  confequences. 

With  refpcdt  to  the  other  propofition,  which  Is  of  a  more  cx- 
tcnfiv^  defcription,  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  tttentionof  theHoufcto 
the  lituation  and  fentiments  of  thisHoufe  and  the  country,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  and  the  fituation  and  fentiments  of  the 
Houfc  and  the  country  at  the  moment  at  which  I  am  fpcakii^.— 
What  was  the  fituation  of  the  country  at  the  commencement  of 
hoUilities  ?  Strong  in  men  and  tnoney— rich  in  refources,  and  mo* 
nopolizing  alnioft  all  the  commerce  of  the  world.  What  were  the 
fentiments  of  this  Houfe  and  the  country  ?  I  need  not  now  invcfli- 
gate  whether  there  was  alarm  or  delufion  circulated  wantonly  and 
mifchievoufly  through  the  whole  extent  of  tlie  illand :  that  is  flpt 
the  queftion  I  mean  to  argue  at  this  moment.  Suffice  it  to  layi.4tf 
jaatwithftanding  the  warning  voice  of  my  right  honourable  ftifl" 
(Mr.  Fox),  no  Miniftcr  ever  had,  in  any  virtuous  or  wicbed  auii 
(o  decided  a  majorit)'  in,  thi%  Houfe^  or  in  the  couody.  4 
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What  is  Ac  prcfcnt  fituation  of  Great  Britain  I  A  number  of 
Suable  lives  have  been  loft  ;  great  fums  of  money  have  been  ex- 
pended ;  the  commerce  of  the  kingdom  has  been  injured,  and  al- 
moft  dcftipyerf;  our  Continental  allies  have  invariably  deceived  us^ 
€a  DcTpots  of  Germany  are  now  grafping  with  infatiable  avarice  at 
die  millions  of  Britain,  exa<^ed  from  her  deluded  and  impoverifli- 
ed  Inhabitants  t  the  chief  Magiftratc  of  Holland  (one  of  the  States 
we  undertook  to  defend,  one  of  the  pretexts,  I  may  fay,  for  going 
to  war)  has  been  expelled  from  his  high  fituation,  and  has  taken  re- 
fugc  in  our  country.  What  man  fits  upon  the  Treafury  bend^ 
ftat  does  not  now  abandon  the  defign  of  invading  France,  arid  at^ 
tacking  Paris  i  Is  it  not  a  h&,  that  the  vifionary  hopes  of  foreign 
^nqueft  sure  relinquifhed,  and  that  the  Cabinet  is  now  employed  in 
pioviding  protection  for  our  own  coafts,  and  drawing  troops  around 
Ac  metropolis  of  England?  v 

What  are  the  fentiments  of  this  Houfc  and  the  country  at  the 
jnoment  at  which  I  am  fpeaking  ?  If  there  was  occafion  to  refer  ta 
Repetitions  now  upon  the  table — do  not  the  petitions  and  couhter- 
pe^tions  agree  as  to  their  obje6t  i  Yes  ;  they,  in  unqualified  term8> 
alk  for  peacei  Will  any  Minifter  or  Minifterialift,  any  Alarmcf 
.er  AlarmilEt ;  is  there  any  man  fo  profligate  oi.corrupt  in  this  Houfe, 
who  will  g^t  up,  and  pronounce  that  the  country  is  now  as  unani- 
mous for  the  war  as  it  was  at  its  commencement  ?  I  believe  no 
man  poiTeflfes  nerved  and  iront  competent  to  fuch  a  declaration.— 
This,  therefore,  would  be  enough  for  my  argunient,  and  for  the 
inference  which  I  fliaU  prcfcntly  deduce  from  it.  But  thefe  peti- 
lions,  as  well  as.  all  the  convcriation  out  of  doors,  are  proofs  and 
tefiimonies  chat  the  majority  of  the  country  is  decidedly  for  peace. 
**rhc  petitions  of  York,  Manchcfter,  Norwich,  Liverpool,  South- 
wark,  and  London,  are  trumpet-tongued,  and  ptoclaim  the  wiflies 
arid  fentiments  of  the  country. 

With  this  manifcft  dirc(9fion  of  our  conftitucnts  ;  with  this  pal- 
pable alteration  in  the  public  opinion,  coupled  with  the  prefent  ca- 
lamitous fituation  of  our  foreign  affairs, .  docs  it  not  require  all  the 
•vigour,  all  the  integrity,  all  the  abilities  of  the  kingdom,  to  refcue 
the  State  fr©m  the  dcftrudtion  which  hovers  over  it  r  It  docs  require 
tiie^^grcgate  of  thefe  qualities  and  virtues,  united  with  theftrideft 
attention  and  the  fincereft  patriotifm,  to  reftore  Great  Britain  to  her 
£>rmer  happinefs,  fplendor,  dignity,  iand  power.  What,  th(irefore, 
,are  the  moft  likely  meafure^  to  call  forth  the  vigour  and  unariimit)^of 
tiic  country,  and  to  produce  fo  defurable  an  end :  Th^  offering  peace 
^ip  the  French,  and  the  committing  the  condad  of  the  war  into 
.atb«r  hands...    Let  us  offer  peace  to^  the.  French — let  it^  be  a  peace 

VPL.  XL.  3N  Digitized  by  Google 


458  PARLIAMENTARY  A,  1795. 

in  which  England  can  partake  with  fecurity  and  honour*  *  If  terms, 
fuch  as  are  compatible  with  the  fafctyand  glory  of  England,  arcici* 
fufed,  when  offered  by  proper  men,  and  in  a  proper  macmer^  let  til 
look  our  ferocious  enemy  In  the  face— let  us  call  forth  refourcet 
which  thcfe  feeble  Miniftcrs  cannot  bring  into  action— let  us  caBfoitt  1 
thofe  beft  allies  in  all  wars,  wifdom  and  energy— let  us  tryno  lave  ] 
the  State,  and  we  (hall  afterwards  have  time  to  punifli  the  au- 
thors of  our  calamities* 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  B.  GASCOYNE  brought  up  a  counter-petition  of  die 
Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Merchants,  Free  Burgefles,  and  other  inha- 
bitants, of  the  borough  of  Liverpool  ;  fetting  forth. 

That  the  petitioners,  at  a  time  like  the  prefent,  when  certain  perfo&i  > 
have  preferred  petitions  to  the  Houfe,  praying  for  the  fpeedy  Fefh>ratioB 
of  the  bleflings  of  peace,  feel  themfelTes  called  upon  to  declare,  that,  al- 
though they  are  equally  anxious  for  fo  deiirable  an  event,  if  to  be  ob- 
tained upon  fafe  and  honourable  terms,  yet  they  cannot  but  conceitel 

.fuch  petitions  as  having  a  tendency  to  impede  the  operations  of  the  Ex- 1 
ccutive  Power;  and  to  palfy  its  energy,  thereby  giving  encourageineat  I 
to  the  common  enemy,  and  protracting  the  attainment  of  the  i^ery  objeftl 

•they  profefs  to  advance ;  and,  with  thofe  fentiments,  the  petitioner^  pray  I 
that  this  Houfe,  to  whom,  incorjundion  with  the  other  two  branches  I 
of  the  Legiilature,  the  petitioners  look  up  with  the  finneft  c<mfidenct  J 
will  be  pleafed  to  adopt  luch  vigorous  and  deci£re  meafures»as,  inthr' 
joint  wiiUom,  fbHll  be  befl  calculated  to  fecure  to  thcfe  lungdomst 
ineilimable  blelTings  of  an  excellent  conflitution,  atnlto  continue  to  the 
that  bdcpcndenje  and  external  rcfpedi,  which  are  effentially  neceffin] 
to  the  protedion  ot  oor  trade  and  commerce,  and  this  Hot*«fe  having,  bj^ 
a  foicmn  vote,  coincided  with  the  deiirc  uniformly  manifefted  by 'Hi 
Majcfty,  to  effeft  a  pacification   on  juft  and  honourable  grounds,  wit| 
any  Government  in  France,  under  whatever  form,  which  (hall  appea 

,  capable  of  maintaining  the  accuftomed  relatires.  of  peace  and  amity  widrl 
other  countries,  the  petitioners  humbly  beg  leave  to  expre£i  their  detail 
'mination  firmlv  aid  Aeadily  to  fupport  His  Majeily  in  the  profecudon Qfi 
the  prelent  jwlt  aud  neceffary  war,  until  the  arrival  of  that  happy  period,! 
as  affording  the  only  reafonable  expectation  of  permanent  fecuruy  "^ 
peace  to  thiti  country.  • 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Lord  MORPETH  prcfcntcd  a  petition,  of  which  thfr  foUowi^ 
is  a  cojiy : 

fo  the  Honourable  the  Houfe  of  Commons  qf  Great  Britain^  in  ] 
mcnt  aiTemblcd. 

The  Petition  of  rhc  underfigncd  Freemen  of  the  Qity  of  CarKD^ 
Sheweth, 
'Hut  your  petitioners  underilandin^  that  their  namef  are  fubfci 
toapetitioh  to  your  honourable  Houle,  entitled|  *^  A  petitioii  from 
freemen  of  the  city  of  CarJille,"  ater  that  they  neither  fignea  die 
jjtrtitioA  thei)i(clrei,  oor  authg^ized.  any  other  perfoa  to  figa  ii^  lkci|al 
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jAJTindignant  at  fo  grbfs  an  impofition,  moft  earnefily  intmt  your  ho« 
iftourable  Houfe  wili  citbcF  caufe  their  nam^  to  be  expunged  from  thtf- 
faid  petition,  or  order  the  petition  itfelf  to  be  withdrawn^  as  to  your  wif- 
iom  ihall 'feem  meet. 

Signed, 

Edward  Singling,  John  Wilfon, 

Jamci  Robinfon,  Thomas  Cartner,' 

Peter  Wilfon,  James  Robinibn, 

John  Thompfon,  J^^n  Coulthardf 

tofeph  Thompfon,  John  Rodford, 

Thomas  Tinling,  Thomas  Simpfon, 
John  Simpfon, 

Lord  MORPETH  moved,  that  the  petition  might  lie  upon  Ac 
IflHe-- 

■  .Mr.  WALLACE  fali,  that  on  feconding  the  motion,  he  rc- 
pcttcd  that  the  effeft  of  it  could  only  extend   to  expunging  the 
AVnes  of  the  perfons  who  complained  ;  he  wiflied  that  it  might  have 
gone  to  the  complete  reje6Hon  of  the  petition  againft  which  the  com-   . 
plaiftt  was  cfirefted.     He  knew,  he  faid,  how  valuable  was  the 
li^t  of  petidoning  to  the  fubjeft,  and  was  as  defirous  as  any  man  . 
toencourage.the  cxercife  of  it ;  but  there  did  exift  abufes  in  its 
I  pradfice,  againft  which  he  thought  the   indignation  of  the  Houfe 
could  not  be  too  ftrongly  manifefted.     I«  thh  petition  prefcntcd  by 
thchoBouraHe  gentleman  fomc  time  ago,  a  forcible  inftance  was  pre- 
fefttcd ;  and  he  would  venture  to  declare,  that,  taking  the  circum- 
*aticcs  now  ftiatcd,  in  addition  to  thrfe  which  he  had  the  honour  of 
feting  upon  a  former  occafion,  a  more  flagrant  and  atrocious  cafe 
of'abafc'had  never  claimed  the  attention  t3f  Parliament.     The 
peatcft  refpeft,  he  faid,  was  due  from  the  Houfe  to  the  petitions 
of  the  People,  on  every  occafion  ;  but  in  proportion  as  that  refpcft 
^Wfifelt^to  be  due,  in  the  fome  degree  they  ought  to  be  careful  and 
jealous  that  the  petitions  fpoke  the  fair  and  free  fentimcnts  of  the 
Pttfofts  whofe  fignatures  they  bore  ;  that  tliey  had  not  been  obtain- 
ed,^ as  in  the  prcfent  inftance,  by  the  groffcft  mifrcprefentation ; 
*dt  their  number  had  not  been  fwelledby  the  addition  of  the  namc^ 
rf  the  dead,  or  fupported  by  the  moft  barefaced  and  audacious  for- 
geiy.     He  hoped  and  believed  the   honourable,  gentleman    (Mr. 
Curwen)  who  had  prefentcd  the  petition,  was  not  privy  to  the  im- 
pofturc ;  he  believed  he  did  him  juftice,  when  he  faid,  that  he 
thought  him,  on  no  occafion,  capable  of  giving  his  countenance  to 
fraud  and  £Eilfehood,  and  that  if  he  had  known  thcfe  charges  could 
be  fairly  bid  againft  the  petition,  he  would  not  have  prcfcnted  it. 
Who  wers  guilty  he  did  not  know  ;  he  was  happy  he  was  ignorant,' 
*s  he  (hould  have  been  forry  to  have  been  under  the  neceffity  of  ap«' 
Paying  ta  any  individuals  thofe  epithets  which  every  man  muft  feol 
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due  to  the  adors  and  contrivers  of  fudi  in  hnpofitiSn.  He  faidhi^ 
was  glad  that  die  perfcns  whofe  names  had  been  abufed,  to  fcrvc 
purpofes  in  which  dicy  never  concurred  and  did  not  approve,  had 
felt  the  injury  as  they  ought  to  do*;  that  they  had  made  a  folemn 
and  public  appeal  to  that  Houfe  for  redrcfs  ;  becaufe*  it  gave  thccir- 
cumftance  the  greateit  notoriety-^— too  public  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Country,  he  was  convinced  it  could  not  be  ;  nbt  diat  it  was  of  great 
importance  whether  this  or  that  obfcure  individual  fet  his  name  to 
a  petition  ;  but  it  was  of  importance  that  fo  daring  and  dangerous  an 
impoilure  (hould  be  detected  and  expofed  ;  it  might  tend  to  prevent 
fimilar  ]^ra6hces  in  other  places :  if  the  cafe  Mras  generally  know|i» 
as  he  trufted  it  would  be,  the  example  of  what  had  happened  at^ 
Carlifle  would  awaken  the  precautions  of  every  part  of  the  kingdom 
againft  the  like  attempt ;  it  would  convince  men,  that  there  waft 
nothing  to  which  ^e  advocates  for  immediate  peace  w«r€  not  ready 
to  defcend,  for  the  attahiment  of  their  purpofes  ;  it  might  prevent 
that  Houfe  from  being,  in  this  awful  moment^  dleluded  by  talk 
appearances  of  ftrcngth  and  numbers,  from  being  led  to  give  that 
weight  and  influence  to  the  clamours  of  what  was  perhaps  only 
feeble  minorities,  which  was  due  only  to  the  general  voice,^  car  dc^ 
liberate  fcnfc  of  a  great  majority  of  the  people.  i 

If  any  of  thefe  efFcfls  were  produced,  he  jfnight,  he  faid|  con- 
gratulate thofe  who  had  taken  this  ftep,  upon  having  rendered  ad  . 
effential  fervice  to  their  country.  In  the  fanguine  hope  that  Acfe 
eiFe£ls  would  be  produced,  ix  was  with  great  pleafure  he  fieccMided 
the  motion  of  his  noble  friend,  that  the  petition  do  lie  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  CURWEN  expreffed  his  hope  that  an  inquiry  wm^d  bo 
made  by  what  means  thefe  names  had  been  figned  to  die  petkioiw 
He  could  take  upon  him  to  ftate,  that  never  viras  any  peitioa 
brought  forward  more  fairly  than  that  of  the  freemen  cif  Carliflt. 
it  was  voted  at  a  public  meeting,  at  which  there  were  only  fbuf  dit 
fenting  voices  ;  no  folicitation  whatever  had  been  made  for  Sg»* 
turcs/  ,      . 

Mr.  WALLACE  faid,  that  no  folicitation  had  been  mad^  fcr 
(ignatures,  becaufe  it  appeared  that  they  bad  put  down  nanieB  widi<> 
out  afking  leave. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  wlrtied  very  much  for  an  explanation  of  thi 
matter,  it  was  a  thing  which  ought  to  be  inquired  into,  and  evefl 
thofe  who  wiflied  to  prove  the  truth  of  this  cwnplaint,  ought »  pro* 
mote  an  enquiry.  He  muft  obferve,  however,  that  the  honoitt^ 
able  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  had  been  mifinformcd  once  iirttif 
vpon  another  petition  upon  this  very  fubjc6t  j  he  covld  not,  tbw 

'      „...iized  by  Google 


A.  179^.  D  Er  B  A  T  E  &  4&1 

fture,  peifcdlf  rdf  on  the  accufa(cy  of  Yisr\tif<xmpA<H\  in  the  free* 
fent  ii^nce.  Widi  rtfpe€t  to  the  matter  complakied  ef,  he  eould 
only  by  diat,  if  any  perfons  pteUimcd  to  fet  down  any  iteiilnes  except 
tficir  own  to  any  pedtion  prdented  to  that  Houfe,  the/grosdy  ilU 
fringed  on  its  priTileges,  and  therefore  he  wifted  the  matter  to  bt 
inveftigatedy  and  nothing  could  fellow  if  the  nvaftcr  (honld^be  trae^ 
bat  the  erafure  of  the  named,  and  perhaps  th?  ^iihcnenf  of  tht 
perfbns  who  were  guilty.  He  muft  alfo  obferve  that  it  by  no  meant 
followed,  as  of  coUtfe  from  what  had  already  ^^pesired,  thit  tholil 
names  weit  inferted  by  the  friends  6f  the  petition  ;  fer  Aich  an  im* 
poftuie,  with  a  view  todtfcredit  the  prayer  which  it  contained,  was 
more  likely  to  be  pradifed  by  ^nei^fesf  dian  friends  to  the  petttioiU 
Here  it  appeared  that  the  names*  of  fevert  or  eight  pcrfens  were  fei^ 
to  a  petition  which  was  figned  by  fottre  hundtcd  perfons,  and  he  wai 
corivihcec  upon  the  face  of  the  franfafdion,  that  thcfename^were  not 
entered  by  the  friends  of  the  petition.  The'honouraWe  gcrtflemait, 
had  faid  that  the  advocates  for  peace  would  defcend  to  any  ditng. 
Now  he  was  an  advocate  for  peace,  and  he  trufted  it  was  not  ne^ 
ceflary  for  him  to  fay,  that  he  would  not  defcend  to  any  thing  that 
^tras  improper,  or  that  he  was  more  likely,  on  account  of  wl^  he 
had  juft  heard,  to  confide  in  any  pfc^^s  that  were  to  be  made  of 
the  happy  iffue  of  this  great,  glorious,  and  fuccefsful  war.  With 
refpe6t  to  what  the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  pleafed  to  fay  of 
feeble  minority,  he  confeffed  they  were  but  few  in  that  Houfe,  but 
he  trufted  they  wetc  not  very  feeble  ;  the  manner  in  which  thir^ 
were  managed  out  of  doors,  was  a  little  fingulat ;  for  this  gteat, 
this  v^orous,  diis  triumphant  maj<flrity,  never  canic  to  any  of 
the  meetings  projected  by  this  feebk  minority,  where  the  queftidtt 
of  peace  or  war  was  to  be  agitated  ;  perhaps  this  great  majority 
were  too  magnanimous  to  infult  this  feeble  minority,  and  fiaid 
kway  on  that  account ;  and  whenever  they  had  any  petition,  they- 
)>roceeded  in  the  mod  open  and  candid  manner,  for  he  would  not 
fay  that  they  procured  lignatures  unfairly,  but  he  would  fay  that. 
In  the  counter-petitions,  there  did  appear  fome&lng  like  mamge* 
ment,  for,  In  every  one  of  them,  peace  was  mentioned  as  a  thii^ 
ci^edingly  defirable,  and  the  only  doubts  were  upon  the  queition. 
Whether  it  ought  to  be  made  at  this  moment  ?  Whatever  mi|^ 
be  conceived  of  the  ftatc  of  oppoRtion  to  the  prefent  war  in  that 
Houfe,  he  conceived  that  a  complete  proof  could  be  had  of  wfasc 
was  going  forward  out  of  the  Houfe  by  the  pedtlont  that  bad  a]^- 
leady  been  brought  intp  it,  and  he  belieted  that,  however  feeble  the 
minority  inight  feem  to  fome  ptrfons,  the  people  at  large  would 
reiy  foon  fbow  wl^at  were  tbeii:  fentiments  upon  die  war.     It  m$$ 
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extremely  material  for  gentlemen  who  looked  t6  die  real  ftate  of* 
this  oountiy,  to  refledl  whether^  if  the  war  muft  be  profecuted^  it 
did  not  behove  Government  to  take  fome  flep  to  produce  unanimity, 
aiid  in  this  view,  he  confidered  opinions  out  of  doors  as  extremely 
important.     With  rcfped  to  his  own  opinion  in  that  Houfe,  he 
dways  formed  it  fot  himfelf,  upon  the  bt&  view  he  could  take  o£ 
the  queffion  to  be  confidered  ;   and  with  refpedl  to  the  opinions  of 
people  at  laige,  he  believed  they  were  not  now  Ukdy  to  be  kmg  ; 
govomed  by  majorities  in  that  Hottfe  or  elfewhere. 
.    Lord  MORPETH  then  moved,  "  that,  inftcad  of  the  ptefcnt  ' 
|>etition  bdng  laid  on  the  table,  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  exa-  J 
mine  the  matter  of  a  petition  prefented  to  the  Houfeon  the  22d  of  * 
January  laft,  on  behalf  of  die  freemen  of  Carlifle,  aiKi  report  it, 
as  it  fliall  appear  to  them,  to  the  Houfe." 

Mr.  CURWEN  fuggefted  Ac  jMrc^riety  of  the  Committee  being 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houie. 

Miu  Chancellor  PITT  thought,  that  that  would  be  inconve- 
nient, and  that  a  kkA  Committee  would  examine  the  fubjed  . 
better. 

The  qucftion  was  put  and  carried,  and  the  following  Mombcis 
■were  fele<Sted  to  be  of  the  Committee  : 

Lord  Morpeth,  Mr.  Huffcy, 

Sir  H,  Fletcher,  Mr.  Howard, 

\    Mr,  Curwen,  Mr.  Samncr, 

Mr.Braddyll,  .     •             Mr.  Martin, 

,  Mr.  HUSSEY  then  moved,  «  That  the  account  of  the  extnt- 
fn-dinariesof  the  army  be  printed  ;'*  which,  after  a  (hort  converia- 
tion  between  him  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  was 
ordered. 

•  Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  brought  up  a  copy  of  His  Majcfty'« 
tjrder  in  council,  for  laying  an  embargo  on  all  Britifli  ilrips  and 
:veflcls,  for  the  better  manning  of  His  Majefly's.  navy.  Ordered 
.to  fee  laid  on  the  tabk- 

Mr.  HOBART  brought  up  the  report  of  Ac  Committee  of 
Supply.     The  refolutions  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferved  that,  as  public  bufinefs  of  a 
prefiing  nature  (the  extraordinaries  of  the  army)  was  to  be  difcuffcd 
to-morrow,  it  might  be  convenient  that  the  motion  of  his  honour- 
able friend,  Mr.  Wilberforce,  on  the  flave  trade,  might  be  de- 
ferred to  fome  open  day  in  the  next, week. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  th<:re  was  no  bufincfs  of  greater  importance 
than  that  of  the  flave  trade;  it  was  now  preffing  alfo  in  point  of 
time.     Wc  all  knew  that  the  qyeftion  had  been  evaded  by  to^ 
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means  or  other,  and  tiur  eirafion  had  ccrtsohly  pnt  tfie  bufinefs  alto-> 
gether  in  very  confidcrable  danger.  There  had  been  a  vciy  great 
delay  in  this  matter,  perhaps  very  properly ;  he  was  giving  no  opi- 
nion upon  that  fubje£t  now,  but  diat  Houfe  (hould  fiiflPer  as  little 
farther  dcta^  a»  poflible^  and,  dlerefare,  U  the  difcuffion- did  .not 
take  place  to-morrow,  he  hoped  it  would  as  foon  afterwards  ai 
pcflible* 

Mr.  WILBERPORCE  faid,  that  he  (hoidd  be  very  forry  to 
have  his  intended  motion  delayed;  but  as  he  would  be  very  ibnf 
to  inconvenience  the  Houfe,  and  was  dclirous  to  oblige  hh  right  ho>« 
,4iourable  friend,  he  (hould  have  no  objection  to  poApone  his  motion 
to  the  firft  open  day,  provided  he  could  have  an  aflurancc  that  k 
*iliould  pyfitively  be  brought  on  upon  the  d'ay  on  whi<^h  it  (hould 
now  be  Bxed  to  take  place.  He  had,  therefore,  no  obje£tion  t^ 
waving  his  motion  for  to-morroW|  on  this  condition. 

Thurfday  next  was  fixed  for  the  motion  to  be  biought  forward. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on'  the  bitt 
for  ratfing  men  for  die  navy  out  of  the  counties  of  Great  Rntaiff. 
He  .faid,  he  took  it  for  granted,  that  gentlemen  being  already  in 
poflefTion  of  the  printed  biU»  had  made  up  their  minds  on  the  ful^- 
je£l ;  and  as  it  was  not  his  intention  to  introduce  ai^  amend- 
ment very  materially  different  from  what  he  had  already  ptopofed, 
he  did  not  fee  the  neceflity  of  detaining  the  Houfe  by  any  thing  he 
had  to  fay  at  that  time,  unlefs  he  heard  fome  objections  which  he 
had  not  anticipated. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfclf  intp  the  faid  Committee*  and  Lord 
Arden  was  in  the  chair. 

Several  gentlemen'' fpoke  in  the  Committee;  and  the  principal 
objeA  which  gave  birth  to  a  difFerencq  of  o|)inion,  feemed  to  bc^ 
how  far  they  (hould  or  (hould  not  depend  on  the  returns  of  the  pa- 
pulation of  the  different  counties  with  refped  to  the  ratio  of  landmen 
that  was  to  be  fumi(hed  by  each,  in  confeqqence  of  the  number  of 
lioufes  paying  taxes  in  each  county^  which  was  the  criterion  of 
diffaribution  on  which  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  founded^ 

Several  amendments  were  prQpofod  and  received,  after  which 
the  provifions  were  agreed  too,  and  ordered  to  be  reported. 

The  report  was  received  immediately,  and  then  the  ChjmccUor 

of  the  K^cquer  moved,  That  the  report  be  printed  and  taken  into 

/further  confideradon  on  Monday. — Ordered.— ^He  then  intimated 

;  fdiat  he  (hould  propofe  diat  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  oh  Mpnday. 

Mr.  CAWTHORNE  propofed  as  a  clauf^  to  the'  bill,  that 
cvjcrygentlenrtan  having  three  men  fervants,  (hould  fumifh  one  for 
^^fi  Semqn  ^f  jhc  navy,  or  pay  the  fi^nv  of  twenty  guineas  i  if  bp     ^ 
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Iui4  fiveisfWiMi,  ithathe^lbeulii  furo^  tivo,  andfooniiipcopor4 
tion. 

Mr«  CURWEN  was  of  opinion,  .4he  clauiib  was  a  very  proper 
«Ky  far  tfaatthe  rkdiou^  tooHiieforvard  in  fupport<tf  Ais  war 
viore  iban  any  o^or,  for  it  fvas  dlue6y  in-fiipporc  oiF  their  inteidb 
It  was  cairied  on. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  (hould  feel  it  his  duty  to  ofcjea 
Id  dtts  daufcy  and  he  Relieved 'ttiat,  :in  opening  the  ways  and  means 
<Ki  MofHby  for  the  fervic«  of  the  year^  he  (hould  convince  genikf 
men  of  the  ^efcription  to  which  the  clause  referred,  he  had  not  forgot 
diat  they  ought  to  bear  a  confidoiabk  (bare  of  die  fieih  hunfcns  w 
be  laid  on  the  public. 

Mr.  CURWEN  laid,  he  waa  glad  the  Mimfter  was  detennioM 
to  Vkl  the  richj  but  he  faw  no  res^n  yet  why  the  claufe  (hoald  not 
be  adopted  aifo.  He  thought  ftill,  duit  people  c^  an  elevated  con- 
dition ought  to  come  chearfully  forward  to  bear  the  burdens  of  the 
yfZVf  that  the  poor  mi^t  be  relieved  as  much  as  poffible.  He 
Would  .9>  farther,  and  (ay  that,  in  his  opinion,  .all  drcumflaMflf 
-conrid^^y  the  Crown  idelfihoMld  coote  forward,  and  contribute 
to  the.iiipport  of^s  war;  for,  he  tbov^t,  thefie  were  timcsip 
which,  great  conceflions  oiight  to  be  made  to  the  people. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  brought  up  the  new  bill,  ibr  nufing 
jtien  in  prt^ortion  to.  the  tonnagie  of  (hips,  &c. 
.It  wasf^  a  fifftand  fecofsd  time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Friday 9   20 th  February, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  up  a  copy  of  His  Majeify's  order 
in  Council,  relative  vto  the  exportation  and  the  importation  of  ivfaeat 
.aqd  otfeier:grain.-r-Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  brought  up  an  account  of  Ae 
:<li$ribution  of  the  two  millions  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  vo^d 
rtoibe  paid  to  the  King  of  Pruffia. — Qrdef  ed  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.XHORNTON  faid,  he  had  had -the  honour  to  piefentA 

petition,  pn  a,  former  day,  froni  a  great  number  of  the  iilhabiianli 

:of  Souibwar]^,  agaimr  a  farther  profecution  of  the  war,  and  he  no^ 

begged  to  prefent  a  coianter-petition  to  that,  front  a  confidcraUe 

number  of  refpp<f\able  inhabitants  in  that  borough^  who  defired  »< 

cto  be  included  in  the  objeft  of  the  fornier  petition  ;  but,  as  thof 

.Jipproved  of  the  principles^  in  -whidvthc  war  was.commenoedi  b 

they  confided  the  termination  of  it  to  the  wifdom  aitd  diiaetifin^ 

^ij^arljament. 

The  petition  was,brought  up,  and'  ordered  to  lie  on  Ac  tabk- 
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from  this  country  to  the  repr^fentatives  of  the  late  Mr.  Ofwald^ 
CommiiTary  of  a  late  war  in.  Germany,  and  alfo  due  to  the  Land- 
grave of  Heffe  CaffeL  On  the  queftion  being  put  for  laying  th« 
accounts  on  the  table,  •  . 

General  SMLTH  obferved,  that  previous  notice  fliould  have 
been  given  of  a.  bufincfs  of  this  kind.  Thefe  were  accounts  of  a 
tranfac^ion  which  had  taken  place  thirty  ydars  ago.  One  of  theirt 
involved  afumof  4i,oooliand  the  other  a  very  large  fum  of  mo- 
ney. He  hoped  that  if  any  thing  was  to  be  voted  on  thefe  accounts^ 
all  the  particulars  ihould  be  laid  before  the  Hoiife* 

Mr.  ROSE  obferved  thgit  the  honourable  gentleman  might  hav« 
been  aware  fome  days,  that  thefe  accounts  were  to,  be  ort  the  tables 
He  had  propofed  to  bring  them  forward  before,  but  onthe fu^eftioa 
of  another  Member  he  withdrew  his  motion  then,  for  the  purpofil 
of  bringing  thefe  accounts  forward,  asf  he  had  done  to-day,  for  in* 
formation  to  the  Hbufe  upon  the  fubjcft,  before  any  vote  was  to  \H 
propofed.  If  the  money  ftated  in  thefe  accounts  be  juftly  due,  he 
apprehended  that  iht  length  of  time  it  had  been  owing,  was  hot  to 
be  urged  as  a  reafon  for  not  paying  it.  The  account  now  on  th* 
table  had  been  attentively  and  carefully  examined  by  Commiflioners, 
who  bad ,  approved  of  it.  If  there  was  any  reafon  to  be  given  fot 
not  paying  die  money,  the  Treafury  would  not  at  all  confider  that 
Us  a  matter  of  itgret ;  but  on  the  other  band,  it  was  neceflary  that 
juftice  (hould'  be  done.  If  there  was  any  other  information  in  his 
power,  required,  he  was  ready  to  give  it.— The  accounts  were  theii 
4t>rdered  to  be  laid  on  thfc  table. 

General  TARLETON  faid,  that  he  was  about  to  make  a  ferlei 
of  motions,  wSiich  he  fliould  now  read  to  the  Houfie,  and  which 
Vftrc  as  follows  t         ^ 

That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  a  copy  of  the  return  of  the  cf«» 
fedivBS  of  the  Briqfli  ariny  under  the  command  of  General  His  Royal 
Higlinefs  the  Duke  of  York,^fervipg  in  Flanders  and  on  the  frontier  of 
France,  on  the  ill  of  April  17945   *       '      ' 

That  there  be  laid  bcfore>this  Houfe,  a  copy  of  the  return  of  the  effect 
tivcsofihe  Britifli  array  under  the  command  ofGe/iteral  His  Royal  Hi^** 
nefs  the  Duke  of  York,  f<?rving  in  Flanders  and.oatlie  frontier  of  France» 
pn  the  2d  of  April  1794 ;       ' 

That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  a  copy -of  the  return  of  the  ficlif 
and  woiinded  of  the  Britiih  ;arm}r  under  the  command  of  General  His 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York,  ferving.in  Flanders  and  on  the  froaf- 
tier  of  France,  on  tW  I  ft  of  April  1 794 ; 

That  there  be  laid  befot'e  this  Houfe,  a  copy  of  the  return  of  the"  e?- 
fe6tives  of  the  Britiih  ^rmy  Serving  on  the  frontier  of  Holland  and  iA 
.  Jlandcrs, ;  on  the  1  ft  of  Auguft  1 794 ;  < 

That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  a  copy  of  the  return  of  the  fick 
and  wounded  of  the  Britiih  army  fervitig  on  the  frontier  of 'Hgllaiid  aaii 
^ifi  Flanders,  op  the  iftof  Auguft,  1794.  r"v^rArrTr> 
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That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  a  copy  of  tbc  return  of  the  cf- 
ft6livcs  of  the  Britifh  army  fcrving  on  the  frontiers  of  Holland  and  Weft- 
phalia,  on  the  iftof  February-,   1795. 

That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  a  copy  of  the  return  of  all  regi- 
ments and  recruits  fent  to  the  faid  army,  between  die  ifl  of  April,  17941^ 
and  the  ift  of  February,  1795. 

The  firft  motion  being  read,  the  qiiedion  upon  it  was  putj  and 
the  Houfc  divided  :-^ 

For  the  modon  1 1  ;  Againft  it  64. 

Upon  the  fecond  motton  the  Houfe  divided  again : 
For  the  motion  18  ;  Againft  it  86, 
'    The  confideration  of  the  petition  from  Carlifle^  on  the  right  of 
^Icdion,  was  deferred  to  the  3d  of  March  next. 
.     Mr.  WHITBREAD  nioved,  "  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be 
prcfented  to  His  Majefty,  praying,  that  be  will  be  gracioufly  plcafcd 
to  give  dircdions  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfc  a  copy  of  a 
treaty  concluded  betM^een  His  Majefty  andthe  Duke  of  &unfwick.'* 
—•Ordered. 

He  moved  afterwards,  "  That  the  copy  of  the  inftrument  rcfpcd- 
ing  the  kingdom  of  Corfida  now  on  the  table  be  printed." — Ordered 

Mr.  Ghan^ellor  PITT  moved  the  ord^r  of  the  day,  on  the  bill 
for  fupplying  the  navy  out  of  various  fhips^  in  a  certain  proportion 
according  to  their  tonnage. 

The  bill  paffed  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  in  a  formal 
manner ;  and  the  Report  was  received  immediately,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed;  and  then 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  «  That  the  Report  be  leconfi- 
ddred  this  day  fe'nnight."^ Ordered. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  moved.the  order  of  the  dayt 
for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a.Committee  of  the  whole  Hpofc, 
to  confider  fardicr  of  a  fupply  to  be  granted  to  His  Majefty. 

The  Hbufe  being  in  a  Committee,  he  moved,  that  the  fumof 
3,063,9681.,  be  granted  to  His  Majefty  towards  defraying  the ex- 
•IracM-dinary  expences  of  the  land  forces,  &c.  from  December  17939 
to  December  17 94* 

Mr.  HUSSEY  Dbferved  an  account  of  fums  paid  upon  bills  which 
were  drawn  upon  Mr.. Brook  Watfon,  to  the  jcnormous  amount  of 
1,189,0001.  arKl  he  aiterwards  obferved  an  account  of  bUls  drawn 
by  Mr.  Watfon  to  the  ftill  more  enormous  amount  of  1,900,000!. 
-—Now  he  wiftied  to  know,  whether  the  firft  account  was  alone 
con  fined  to  the  cAtra  expences  of  the.  year  1793,  and  the  lat- 
ter account  to  be  claffed  under  the  current  eacpences  of  the  picfert 
year,  and  whether  th'ey  were  joint  or  fepar^te  accounts,  that  is  » 
fey,  whether  the  Turn  of  1,189,000!.  ^Tis  toJje  included  mtf* 
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I  account  of  bills  drawn  to  the  amount  of  1^90090001.  or  whether 

:  they  were  diftindt  and  feparatc  accx>uiits  ? 

I  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  all  the  bills  were  drawn  be- 
fore the  24.th  of  December,  1794.,  and  were  of  courfe  to  be  ar- 
ranged in  the  accounts  of  that  year  ;  but  as  all  the  bills  have  not 
been  yet  received,  fo  the  precife  ftatement  of  the  whole  account 
could  not  yet  be  given. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  hoped  whenever  a  precife  ftatement  could  be  given 
of  the  amount,  that  an  account  of  the  application  of  it  would  be 
given  alfo. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  Mr.  Brook  Watfon  would 
of  courfe  give  an  account  of  the  application. 

Colonel  MAITLAND  obferved,  that  a  very  large  fum  of  mo- 
ney was  expended  at  Toulon,  and  another  very  large  fum  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  he  hoped  there  would  be  no  objc<3ion  to  lay  the 
detail  before  the  Houfe  much  more  explicitly  than  appeared  at  prefent. 
He  wifhed  to  know  whether  the  Houfe  was  to  have  complete  in- 
formation upon  all  the  fubjefts  now  before  the  Committee,  parti- 
cularly as  to  the  difference  which  had  been  faid  to  fubfift  between  the 
treatment  of  different 'regiments,  upon  which  he  muft  fay  a  word 

^  or  two  hereafter;  but  firft  he  muft  obferve,  that  with  regard  to  the, 
expenditure  of  money  in  the  Weft  Indies,  it  appeared  to  him,  that 
during  the  whole  of  the  year  1794,  when  we  got  Martinique, 
Guadaloupe,  and  St.  Domingo,  itonlycoftus  191,0001.  whereas 
the  extraordinary  expenditure  at  Toulon  amounted  to  400,000!. 
This  appeared  to  him  to  be  very  lingular,  and  he  wifhed  to  know 
whether  the  Houfe  were  to  have  proper  information  upon  that  fub- 
jeft.  There  were  two  other  points  on  which  he  muft  make  a  few 
obfcrvarions — A  large  fum  of  money  was  paid  to  a  Member  of  that 
Houfe,  an  honourable  gentleman,  for  whom,  as  an  individual  he 
had  the  higheft  refpedl,  both  for  his  military  talents,  and  his  private 
virtue ;  a  gentleman  who  had  diftinguiftied  himfelf  in  the  laft  war. 
This  gentleman  (he  alluded  to  Colonel  FuUarton)  was  paid  1 5,oool. 
now,  for  what  he  did  fifteen  years  fince ;  now  it  was  rather  ftrange 
that  he  had  not  been  paid  before,  and  tliat  fuch  an  account  as  this 
fcould  come  forward  at  this  particular  period.  He  did  not  fay  it 
Was  improper,  for  he  muft  repeat,  that  he  had  too  much  efteem  for 
that  brave  officer  and  excellent  man,  to  fay  any  thing  againft  him 
perfonally ;  but  yet,  as  a  Member  of  that  Houfe,  he  muft  fay  the 
matter  required  explanation.  Had  not  Colonel  Fullarton  at  the 
time  he  raifed  the  troops  received  the  fame  bounty,  that  was  given 
to  other  officers  ?  Another  part  of  his  obfervations  was  diftinflly, 
diire(3fcd  to  the  cxtraordinaries  of  the  army,  under  the  head  of  thQ 
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Foreign  and  Emigrant  corps.  He  had  underftood,  he  faid,  tbat 
our  own  troops  beheld  thefe  corps  with  a  great  degree  of  jealoufy, 
becaufc  it  was  generally  believed  that  they  were  more  favoured  than 
our  regiments,  and  therefore  he  conceived  fome  explanation  Dught 
to  be  given.  The  Emigrant  corps,  he  believed,  were  not  fo  com- 
plete as  they  were  ftated  'in  tlie  accounts  before  the  Houfe,  and  he 
wifhed  to  know  how  the  returns  of  thefe  corps  were  afcertainedi 
Whether  they  had  the  fame  checks,  in  their  payment  as  the  Britifh 
troops?  And  whether  the  officers  or  men  had  more  emoluments i 
He  wiflied  not  to  have  a  lumping  fum  of  ten  regiments,  but  a  r&» 
gular  tcturn,  as  was  ufual  in  every  Britifh  regiment. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  adyifed  the  honourable  gentle- 
m^T]  to  reflify  a  miftake  he  was  Ijkely.tofs^ll  into  by  not  diftinguifli- 
ing  thofe  emigrant  companies  ferving  under  the  Puke  of  York  from 
thofe  whjch  a6\ed  under  his  (the  Secretary's)  immediate  infpe6tiont 
They  \s  ere  included  in  different  ftatements  ;  for  of  thofe  upon  the 
comment  he  could  not  fpeak  fo  pofitively,  either  as  to  their  conftrac- 
tion  or  their  pay.  In  regard  tp  their  condition,  he  did  not  u™^' 
ftand  they  were  on  any  better  footing  than  the  Britifh  troops,  but 
rather  the  contrary.  He  was  abroad  laft  fummer,  when  he  fhould 
certainly  have  heard  of  the  complaints  w^hich  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  mentioned,  if  there  had  been  any  reafon  to  complain ;  but 
in  his  con\«erfations  with  the  Britifh  officers  he  had  neyer  heard  the 
remark  which  the  hpnourable  gentleman  had  flated,  and  from  what 
he  did  hear  he  had  reafon  to  furmife  they  were  in  every  refped  be- 
low our  own  troops.  As  to  the  advantages  the  officers  were  faid  to 
pofTefs  in  preference  to  our  own,  he  could  affirm  that  fuch  was'not 
the  cafe.  He  knew  the  rule  was  not  to  exceed  the  pay  and  allow- 
ance of  the  Britifh  tjoops. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  with  regard  to  the  detail  of  the 
bills  w^hen  they  came  from  the  Commiflioners,  he  fhould  not  have 
the  fmallefl  difinclination  to  lay  them  before  the  Houfe,  if  any 
gentleman  fhould  defire  it.  He  had  no  doubt  but  that  the  Com- 
miffioners  would  tranfmit  their  accounts  with  all  the  difpatch  pof- 
fible  ;  and  upon  thi$  fubjedt  he  was  happy  in  refle6ting  that  late  re- 
gulations had  enabled  gentlemen  to  underfland  the  expenditure  of 
this  branch  of  the  public  feryice,  in  a  manner  much  fupcrior  to 
former  periods,  and  noticing  could  be  more  his  wifh  than  that  gen- 
tlemen fhould  have  the  benefit  of  that  regulation,  in  order  to  bttn 
their  opinion  upon  the  fubjedl.  With  regard  to  ^hat  had  been  faio 
relative  to  a  fum  of  money  given  to  an  honourable*  Member  of  ^-^ 
Houfe,  he  mufl  obferve  it  was  not  for  raifing  men,  that  the  chaigc 
was  made ;  the  truth  was,  that  many  worthy  men,  now  no  mofCj 
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were  perfeflly  fatisfied  with  the  merit  of  the  fcrvicc  for  which  this 
fum  was  paid.  In  the  courfe  of  the  laft  war,  diat  honourable  gen- 
tkman  was  employed  in  a  fervice  of  great  fecrccy,  in  the  courfe  of 
which  he  advanced  a  large  fum  of  money  oul  of  his  own  pocket. 
He  was  employed  by  the  Earl  of  Guilford  ;  he  went  abroad,  and 
when  he  returned,  fome  difficulty  arofe  from  the  nature  of  the  fer- 
vice, and  perhaps  the  matter  was  not  inveftigated  as  readily  as  it 
might  have  been.  A  reference,  however,  was  aftehvards  made  to 
Comniiflioners  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  and  they  reported  on  the 
merits  of  the  fervice,  as  well  as  their  opinion  on  the  intcreft  due  for 
the  money  advanced  by  that  honourable  gentleman,  for  all  which 
it  appeared  that  the  fum  of  15,0001.  was  by  no  means  an  extra- 
vagant allowance.  The  Houfe,  if  it  was  defired,  fliould  fee  the 
Report  of  the  Commiffioners ;  and  he  (hould  now  only  fey,  that 
the  payment  of  this  money  could  not  be  delayed  without  injuftice. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  that  he  conceived  fome  explanation  to  be  necef- 
fary  with  refpedl  to  the  large  extent  of  particular  fums.     He  could 
not  help  adverting  to  what  had  been  remarked  by  his  honourable 
friend,  the  enormous  cxpences  incurred  at  Toulon  in  comparifon 
with  thofe  that  had  been  employed  for  the  fervice  of  the  Weft  In-' 
dies.     As  to  the  money  granted  to  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  as  Civil  Com- 
miflioner  to  France,  he  did  not  conceive  that  after  the  evacuation  of 
Toulon  fuch  an  office  was.  neceffary,  though  he  found  that  he  had 
received  the  felary  till  the  time  that  he  had  been  appointed  Viceroy 
of  Corfica.     Now  that  a  new  office  had  been  created  for  him  he 
fuppofed  that  he  no  longer  remained  Civil  Commiflloner.     With 
xefpedt  to  the  money  that  had  been  fo  long  due  to  Colonel  FuUaxton, 
it  was  rather  furpriiing  that  he  fliould  not  have  been  able  fooner  to 
^ftablifli  his  claims.  .  It  was  now  flated  to  have  been  due  for  fifteen 
years,  during  the  greateft.part  of  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  been  in.  this  country,  and  had  the  farther  advantage  of  urging 
his  claims  as  a  Member  of  that  Houfe,  'and  that  he  fliould  have  been 
^ble  all  at  onc^  irvthe  courfe  of  this  feffion  to  render  his  claims  fo 
much  more  intelligible  than  at  any  former  period,  was  rather  fome- 
thing  unaccountable.     Great  ftrefs  was  laid  on  the  authority  of  the 
late  Lord  Gjiilford  in  the  prefeni  inftance,  from  which  it  would 
appear  that  greater  attention  was  paid  to  the  authority  of  that  no- 
ble Lord  pow  that  he  was  dead,  then  had  been  paid  when  he  was^ 
living.  There  was  only  one,  point  more  to  which  he  fliould  advert ; 
he  thougnt  that  the  emigrant  corps  raifed  under  the  bill  of  laft  year 
ought  not  to  exlft  at  all.     Since  that  bill  pafled,  circumftances  had 
•    yi^aterially  varied.     The  late  declaration  of  Minifters,  that  they 
yf^^^  ready  to  treat  widi  any  form  gf  GoTernl|ient  in  France  capable 
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of  maintaining  the  accuftomed  relations  of  peace  and  amity,  though 
he  did  not  think  it  fufiiciently  explicit,  went,  however,  to  ftate  that 
any  hopes  of  the  emigrants  as  to  die  reftoration  of  the  ancient  fyftcm, 
were  now  defperate.  How  far  then  was  it  confident  with  honour 
or  policy  to  employ  them  nnder  the  idea  of  fighting  for  a  caufe  whidi 
was  completely  out  of  the  queftion  ?  If  Minifters  were  ready,  as  they 
profeffcd,  to  treat  with  any  Government^  whether  an  Ariftocracy 
or  a  Democracy,  to  the  exclufion  of  all  the  hopes  of  the  emigrants, 
to  continue  to  employ  them  under  the  bill  df  laft  year,  was,' in  his 
mind,  contrary  to  policy,  juftice,  and  humanity,  and  he  fliould 
therefore,  when  the  vote  was  propofed^  give  his  negative  to  the  fum. 
appropriated  for  this  fervicc. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied  to  the  different  points  adverted  to 
by  the  laft  right  honourable  fpeaker.     He  ftated,  that  after  the  eva- 
cuation  of  Toulon,  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  had  been  employed  on  pubb'c 
bufinefs  in  Italy,  and  had  continued  to  be  engaged  in  very  important 
fervices  till  the  time  that  he  was  appointed  Viceroy  of  Corfica.     It 
was  difficult  to  account  for  the  amount  of  expences  till  the  particulars 
were  before  the  Houfe  ^  but  when  it  was  coiffidcred  that  we  had  got 
fofkC^ati  of  Toulon  chiefly  in  confequence  of  the  preflbreof  famine, 
and  that  a  very  large  force  were  on  the  fpur  of  the  occafion  to  be 
fupplied  with  provifions,  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  that  the  expence. 
of  this  fervice  fhould  be  confiderably  greater  than  in  the  cafe  of  ex- 
peditions, where  the  provifions  were  fupplied  from  this  country. 
As  to  the  emigrants,  he  contended  that  the  declarations  of  the  laft 
and  of  the  prefcnt  year  were  perfeftly  confiftent.     Whether  there 
were  the  fame  hopes  of  fuccefs,  or  tlie  fame  expediency  in  retaining 
them  in  our  fervice^  as  when  they  were.firft  employed,  were  mere 
queftions  of  policy.     Minifters  had  not  pledged  themfelves  to  the 
emigrants  to  reftore  the  old  form  of  Government ;  they  bad  laft  year 
on  paffing  the  bill  difclaimed  any  fuch  pledge.     At  the  fame  time 
if  any  opportunity  (hould  unexpeftedly  prefent  itfelf  of  bringing  back 
the  ancient  f;:ftem,  they  did  not  fay  that  they  would  not  employ 
tiiem  for  that  purpofe.     If  this  country  was  led  from  compaflion  to 
maintain  a  large  body  of  emigrants,  was'  it  not  fair  that  it  (hould 
avail  itfelf  of  their  fervices  in  any  way  in  which  they  could  be  ren- 
dered ufeful  to  the  common  caufe  ? 

Mr.  HUSSEY  remarked,  that  fome  of  the  fums  Were  charged 
in  a  very  indefinite  manner,  viz.  to  the  Deputy  Pay-Mafters  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  without  fpecifying  the  names  of  thofe  Pay-Mafters* 
He  alfo  animadverted  upon  the  immenfe.fums  charged  as  extraordi- 
naries  in  Jamaica,  and  in  the  Bahama  Iflands. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  with  refpea  tpthelu* 
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charged  for  eTCtpaordinaries  in  Jamaica,  it  ihould  be  recollected  that 
a  confiderable  part  of  the  expenccs  of  the  expedition  to  St.  Domin- 
go, was  defrayed  in  Jamaica,  which  accounted  for  the  laigcncfe  of 
die  fam  charged.  As  to  the  cxpences  incurred  for  the  Bahama 
IflandSy  it  would  be  found,  that  they  were  not  greater  than  theexvr 
gence  of  the  fervice,  and  the  neceffary  preparations  of  defence  re- 
quired* The  other  alluded  to  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  vix. 
the  fums  chaiged  by  the  Deputy  Pay-Mafters,  the  particulars  of 
them  might  be  called  for  when  the  accounts  of  the  Deputy  Pajp 
Mafters  were  given  in. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  he  ftiould  not  know  how  to  call  for  them, 
as  they  were  not  charged  to  any  particular  perfon. 

Mr.  STEELE  explained  to  the  Houfe  why  the  fums  were  charged 
to  the  Deputy  Pay-Maftcrs,  without  namii^  them :  the  reafon  was^ 
that  the  Deputy  Pay-Mafter  had  occaiion  to  come  to  England  upon 
bufinefs,  and  there  was  a  perfon  appointed  to  adt  in  his  room,  and 
afterwards  a  third  perfon  was  appointed. 

Sir  WILLIAM  DOLBEN  took  notice  o£  an  account  tKat  had 
been  ftanding  undetermined  for  many  years  ;  it  was  for  fums  due  &> 
a  gentleman  who  had  been  Governor  of  Cape  Breton  ;  and  called' 
home  to  anfwer  certain  accufations ;  he  had  been  now  for  fcven  or 
eight  years  demanding  a  condemnation  or  acquittal,  and  die  fettle* 
ment  of  the  fums  due  to  him,  without  being  able  to  obtain  eidiec. 
He  was  conftantly  told  that  he  was  a  very  meritorious  charadcr, 
and  that  he  (hould  be  recommended  to  His  Majefly,  and  in  tic 
mean  time  was  reduced  to  the  brink  of  ruin.  If  this  bufinefs  (hould 
not  be  taken  up  by  the  Executive  Government,  he  ihpuld  think  it 
his  duty  to  bring  it  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr,  FOX  wilhed  to  know  if  all  hopes  of  the  expedition  againjl 
the  coaft  of  France  under  Lord  Moira  were  now  given  up,  whether 
in  point  of  oeconomy  it  would  not  be  proper  to  apply  to  fome  other 
fervice  the  troops  deftincd  for  that  expedition,  which  IiskI  only  tended 
to  cripple'  our  other  exertions*  Guadaloupe  was  now  lofl^  and  St« 
Domingo,  it  was  to  be  feared,  would  quickly  follow.  Ought  w^ 
then  ftijl  to  keep  up  jreparations  which  there  was  no  profpedt  of  bo^ 
ing  able  to  ufe  with  any  advantagp,  when  the  force  which  now  r^ 
mained  inadive,  was  wanted  for  fervice  in  another  quarter  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  there  was  no  mode  of  arguing  this 
point  without  going  into  all  the  cirqumf^ances  connedted  with  ths^t 
expedition,  which  at  prefent  was  impoflTiblo ;  he  truftedi  however, 
that  a  time  would  come  for  the  difeuflipn,  when  it  would  appear 
that  fuch  circumftances  had  occurred  from  tittie  to  time,  as  pcrfeflly 
juftified  MiniAcis  in  keeping  up  thofe  preparations.     As  to  the  h&y 
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the  troops  under  Lord  Moira,  fo  far  from  being  ufelefsj  had  teen 
adtire  on  the  Continent  during  fome  part  of  laft  campaign ;  they  had 
at  different  times  fupplied  reinforcements  to  the  army  abroad,  which 
had  been  replaced  by  frcfti  levies ;  and  he  ftated  that  to  retain  fuch 
a  depot  of  force,  always  at  hand,  and  under  the  conduft  of  fo  able 
a  Commander,  was  a  circumftancc  of  confidcrable  confequence  to 
the  internal  defence  of  the  country. 

General  SMITH  faid,  he  was  forry  to  find  that  fuch  large  fumi 
had  been  laid  out  in  fortifications  in  the  Bahama  Iflands,  and  he 
thought  it  improper  that  fo  great  an  expence  fhould  be  incurred  widi- 
out  the  previous  approbation  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  conceived  that  he  had  been  mifundcritqod ; 
he  did  not  fay  that  all  the  fum  chained  had  been  laid  out  in  fortify- 
ing the  Bahama  Iflands  ;.  he  faid  it  had  been  expended  in  niaking 
the  neceffary  preparations  for  .their 'defence.  He  agreed  with  Ac 
honourable  General,  that  it  wais  not  proper 'for  Governors  to  take 
upon  themfelves  to  erc6l  fortifications ;  and'  indeed  every  precaution 
was  conftantly  taken  by  Government  to  prevent  it,  by  flridtlt  for- 
bidding it  in  their  inftruftions.  But  at  the  feme  time  it  was  foroc- 
times  neceflary  for  a  Governor,  on  the  preflfure  of  immediate  dan- 
ger, to  ereS  fortifications,  and  therefore  it  muft  in  fome  degree  be 
left  to  the  difcretion  of  the  Governor,  as  it  was  one  of  thofethii^ 
which  could  not  with  fafety  be  wholly  prevented. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  obfcrvcdj  that  the  expences  incurred  in  taking 
meafures  for  the  defence  of  the  Bahama  Iflands,  were  entirely  jufti- 
fiable ;  becaufe  laft  year,  ^vhen  an  armament  was  fitted  out  by  Ac 
French  from  a  place  from  which  he  hoped  they  never  would  fit  oat 
another,  it  was  doubtful  whetlier  their  object  was  to  attack  Hallifax 
or  ta  proceed  againft  the  Bahama  Iflands.  Under  thefe  circnmffan- 
ces  it  was  certainly  proper  to  take  every  means  of  putting  thofe  iflands 
in  the  beft  poflible  ftate  of  defence. 

General  TARLETON  faid,  that  if  the  troops  under  Lord  Moia 
had  been  fooner  detached  to  the  Continent,  they  might  have  favcd 
Nieuport,  and  averted  the  unhappy  fate  of  the  emigrants ;  as  it  was, 
they  did  not  arrive  till  Oftend  had  fallen.  He  cemarked  thzt  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  laft  year  flated  that  the  fum  of  ci^ 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  then  voted  for  extraordinarics,  would  be 
amply  fufficient  for  the  fervice  of  the  year.  In  the  prefent  difafhous 
Hate  of  affairs,  the  Houfe  were  called  upon  to  vote  three  millions  i 
he  fuppofed  that  the  demand  would  rife  in  proportion  as  the  (ituation 
of  the  country  became  more  calamitous  and  diftreflfing,  and  tli^  nctt 
year  a^vote  would  be  propofed  of  nine  millions. 

Colonel  M AITLAND  lamented  to  fee  the  enormous  cxpeoooi 
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incufrcd  for  building  barracks.  He  was  fure,  that  when  the  Mouib 
firftgave  theif  affcnt  to  this  plan  of  building  barracks  they  were  not 
aware  of  the  extent  to  which  it  woyld  be  carried.  The  Houfc  would 
fc  artcniihed  to  hear  that  there  had  been  already  above  5oo,oooI# 
expended  for  that  purpofCi  But  this  was  not  the  only  expence ; 
for  there  was  a  degree  of  patronage  annexed  to  every  barrack,  in 
the  appointment  of  barrack-mafters,  &c.  The  money  thus  laid  out 
would  have  been  fufficient  to  indemnify  the  innkeepers  for  their  lofles 
in  having  foldicrs  quartered  upon  them,  and  the  country  might  have 
been  faved  from  the  dangerous  and  unconiUtutional  plan  of  building 
barracks. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid  diat  whenever  this  fubjefl  came  to  be 
fully  inveftigated,  he  would  contend  that  the  money  laid  out  in  the 
creflion  of  barracks  had  been  moft  beneficially  expended — He  was 
perfeflly  willing  that  every  account  that  could  be  called  for,  fhould 
be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  becaufc  he  was  fure  that  the  more  gentle- 
men confidered  the  fubjeft,  the  more  they  would  be  fatisfied,  that 
both  with  refpeft  to,  the  health  and  the  difcipUne  of  the  troops,  the 
ercftion  of  barracks  would  prove  highly  advantageous,  exclufive  of 
the  other  argument,  of  the  great  hardfhips  under  which  innkeepers 
and  publicans  laboured. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  cited  fome  paffages  from  Blackftone's  Com- 
mentaries, to  prove  that  barracks  were  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of 
the  people. 

The  refolution  was  put  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WINDHAM  moved,  that  a  fam  not  exceeding  427,629]- 
be  granted  to  His  Majefty  to  defray  the  expence  of  raifing,  &c.  corps 
of  emigrants,  purfuant  to  the  aft  paffed  laft  year. 

Colonel  MAITLAKD  repeated  his  obfervatiori,  of  their  being 
better  treated  than  the  Englifti  troops. — He  wifhed  the  Houfe  was 
in  pofleffion  of  fome  more  clear  intelligence  as  to  the  number  and 
ftatfe  of  that  Ijotiy  of  troops. 

Mr.  WINDHAM,  in  reply,  faid,  that  in  refpcdl  to  the  emi- 
grant'  corps  employed  in  the  fervice  of  this  country,  the  whole  of 
the  expence  was  not  fuperior  to  an  equal  number  of  our  own  troops, 
and' that  the  moft  fatisfaftory  information  on  this  head  could  be  af- 
forded the  honourable  gentleman,  if  the  fame  was  demanded. 

Major  MAITLAND  obferved,  the  right  honourable  Secretary 
did  not  anfwcr  as  to  one  particu  nr,  namely,  whether  the  arrears  of 
the  emigrant  corps  had  been  put  on  the  fame  footing  with  hofc  of 
the  Britifti  troops  >  The  eftablifiiment  of  the  emi*;rant  corps  he 
thought  fo  vague  and  undetermined,  that  he  would  himfelf  make  a 
liiotibn  on  a  future  day,  to  fix  the  famefpccificalljj'.^^  Google 
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Mn  WINDHAM,  in  reply,  faid,  dut  all  Ac  regiments  inr 
eluded  in  the  paper  on  the  table  were  entirely  on  the  fame  footingj» 

The  remaining  refolutions  were  afterwards  feparately  pat  and  car- 
ried ;  and  the  Report  on  the  fame  ordered  to  be  brou^t  up  oa 
Monday  next. 

Sir  JOHN  StNCLAiR  faid,  that  before  the  Committee  dit 
fclvcd,  he  flrould  make  a  motion  that  the  Aunof  3oooLbe  granted 
to  the  Board  of  Agriculture— Agreed  to. 

Monday y   2  jJ  Feiruary. 

Colonel  MAITLAND  moved  for  a  copy  of  the  agreement  en- 
tered into  with  certain  officers,  for  raifing  a  corps  of  emigrants^ 
Ordered. 

Mr.  WHITBREAD  moved  that  that  part  of  the  Report  of  tfe 
Committee  of  Supply,  which  related  to  the  15,000!.  paid  to  Co- 
lonel Fullartpn,  forfervices  performed  fifteen/years  ago,  be  printed, 
in  order  that  an  examination  might  be  made  into  the  validity  of  the 
cmJ)loymcnt,  and  the  performance  of  the  duty. 

Mr*  Chancellor  PITT  fignified  no  unwlllingncls  to  aflcnt. 

Mr.  FOX  isiii  (le  had  nooppofition  to  make  to  this  moticm,  bat 
-he  doubted  whether  it  would  lead  to  all  the  information  Aat  mi^t 
be  requifite,  in  order  to.underftand  the  matter  ftdly.  It  was  rather 
extraordinary  that  this  bufincfs  had  not  been  fettled  before.    . 

Mr.  HQBART  brought  up  the  Report  rf  the  Committee  of 
S'jpply. 

On  reading  that  part  of  it  which  allowed  to  Sir  GHbcrt  Elliots 
large  fum  of  money, 

Mr.  FOX  faid  this  wa«  a  point  which  required  farther  explana- 
tion. He  obfcr\'ed,  that  he  believed  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  was  cni- 
ployed  for  ciyil  affairs  in  France ;  he  did  not  know  why  he  w» 
employed*  nor  did  he  know  any  thing  of  the  utility  of  h»  employ- 
ment. He  was  employed  t»o  in  Ita!y  by  His  Majefty^  It  was  a 
proper  employment  perhaps,  and  he  might  be  a  proper  perlbn  for  it, 
but  thcfe  were  not  qucftions  now  before  that  Houfe*  The  King's 
civil  lift  was  given  hrm  to  enable  His  Majcfty  to  canyon  diplomatic 
ejnccrns ;  if  that  civil  lift  was  too  narrow,  it  (bould  be  eidaigaL 
But.  nothing  could  be  clearer  than  this,  that  tl^  fervices  fhoidd  be 
kept  diftincS:.  He  therefore  thou^t  this  charge,  as  far  as  it  wojt, 
irrcgulat ;  it  was  true  die  fum  was  fmall,  but  that  was  no  apologf 
for  a  deviation  from  a  clear  and  a  well-eftabliflied  principle ;  thif 
fum  cpf  money  was  given  to  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  for  plat&  and  equipages 
•nd  it  was  chargeable  only  on  the  civil  lift.  It  was  for  purpiAt 
ff  this  kiiid  that  the  civil  lift  wa&  iiiftitutcd|  out  of  vhicb  the  Kuf 
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was  bound  to  provide  for  thefe  expences.  If  the  ^Ivll  lift  was  tiK» 
fmall^  it  oQght  to  be  made  larger.  Thefc  points  (hould  be  made 
dear,  but  it  was  wrong  to  tax  the  Public  In  this  irregular  manner. 
Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  admitted  the  diffiniSfions  made  by  Mr. 
Fox  to  be  juft,  generally  fpeaking.  The  vote  propofed  in  this  rc- 
folution  was  very  trivial.  Sr  Gilbert  EifioC  had  been  employed 
on  very  important  fervicesi  in  oonfequence  of  certain  circumftances 
anfiagout  of  the  war  in  France.  He  was  employed  alfoon  im- 
portant fervices  in  Italy,  pnevioas  to  his  appointment  of  Viceroy  of 
Coriica ;  and  the  queiUon  here  was,  Whether  in  the  interval  between 
d»fe  employments  ihe  rule  Ihould  be  kept  up  with  fuch  ftri(Snels 
and  nicety  as  the  light  honourable  gentleman  InGAcd  ?  For  his  part 
he  faw  no  practical  utility  in  obfer\^ng  that  nice  dlftlnction  in  this 
ioflance. 

The  refdlutlons  in  the  Report  were  ihcn  all  read  and  agreed  to. 
General  "SMITH  movedi  that  the  memorials,  &c.  relative  to 
the  officers  in  India,  be  priiited. — ^Ordered. 

The  Houfe  then  proceeded  to  take  Into  farther  confideralion  the 
Report  of  the  bill  for  fupplyiqg  the  navy  with  landmen  out  of  the 
tfiffin-ent  connties  ;  but  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  obfervlng  it 
might  delay  the  other  important  bufinefs  of  the  day,  it  was  poft- 
poned. 

The  order  of  the  daj^  bcSng  read  for  the  Houfe  to  refolvc  Ufelf 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to  confider  farther  of  the  way* 
aa4^^^'^^  railing  the  fupply  jgnrnted  to  His  Majefty, 

Mr.  HOBART  took  the  chair.  A  great  variciy  of  accounts 
^Hch  had  been  previoufly  moved  for  and  produced,  were  referred 
to  the  faid  Committee. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  rofe,  and  obferved,  that  it  was  his  duty, 
that  day,  to  lay  before  the  Committee,  a  fubjcdt  which  ncceffarily 
branched  out  into  many  cxtenfive  details  ;  in  order  to  render  it  as 
<littindi  and  intelligible  as  pofliblehe  (hould  wi(h  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Houfe  to  the  different  principal  heads,  under  which  it  might 
be  £onfidered,  endeavouring  to  confine  himfclf  flridly  to  the  fubjeft 
of  that  day,  as  that  was  fufficiently  large,  without  at  all  entering 
into  any  collateral  matters  tliat  might  be  more  or  lefs  conneded 
with  It. 

The  firft  head„  to  which  of  courfe  it  would  be  his  duty  to  caH 
their  attention  was,  the  amount  and  particulars  of  the  various  fums 
they  had  voted,  or  eftimated,  for  the  immediate  fervice  of  the 
year,  to  which,  according  to  the  pra6tice  which  he  had  hitherto  ob- 
served, he  propofed  to  add  fuch  articles  of  unfunded  debt,  or  ex- 
pence^  o»provided  for,  and  fuch  farther  chai^ps  (flioiigh  diey  «)uU 
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not  now  be  diffinftly  voted  on  eftimate)  as  were  UHely  to  arifc  from 
the  fituation  of  affairs,  and  to  be  incurred  in  the  courfe  of  the  year. 

The  next  confideratioh  would  be,  the  ways  and  means  by  whicB 
thefe  fums  and  eftimates  might  be  defi;»yed,  of  which  ncceffarily  the 
loan  would  occupy  a  confiderable  part,  in  gating  its  terras  and  con- 
ditions. 

He  faid  he  (hould  then  confider  what  were  the  taxes  by  whi(3i 
he  propoied  to  defray  the  increafe  of  annual  charges  which  muft  be 
fiippofed  to  arife  from  that  loan,  or  from  any  unfunded  debt,  or  ex- 
traordinary expence  that  was  now  unforefeen. 

When  he  had  done  that,  he  thought  the  Committee  muft  be  ac* 
quainted  with  the  outlines  pf  all  the  circumftances  that  related  to 
the  fubjeft ;  with  the  addition  of  fome  obfervations  refpe6ling  the 
ftate  of  the  country,  its  credit,  its  revenue,  its  commerce,  and  le^ 
fourcc3  ;  by  which  they  might  be  abje  to  judge  of  the  nihility  of  the 
nation  to  bear  the  extent  of  thofe  large  burdens  which  had  been  rcn^ 
dered  unavoidable  by  the  continuance  of  a  juft  and  neceffary  war. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  faid,  he  (hpuld  begin  with  ftat- 
Ing,  as  fliortly  and  diftinilly  as  he  could,  the  ampunt  of  the  fupply> 
and  under  that  head  he  fhoUld  have  little  more  to  do  than  diftindly 
to  recapitulate  the  votes  of  the  Houfe,  which  had  undergone  a  dif- 
tindl  difcuflion. 

The  firft  fervice  was,  that  ^hich  related  to.  the  nayy.  It  waa 
hardly  neceffary  to  ftate  that  1 00,000  feamen  had  been  voted  for 
the  navy  for  the  prefent  year,  the  charge  of  which,  according  to 
the  ufual  rate,  was  5,200,0001.  at  4I.  per  month  per  man,  though 
that  was  not  fully  fufficicnt. 

The  next  charge  was  the  Ordinary  of  the  Navy,  which  amounted 
to  589,6831.  3s,  gd.  and  the  Extraordinarlcs  to  525,840!. 

^.        f.    * 
100,000  Seamen  ,  .  ^  5,200,000     o    0 

Ordinaries  ^  ^  -  589,683      J    9 

Extraordiiiaries  ^  ^  *  -  525,84.0     0    0 

ma  « '^  '.■'  'L  * 

Total  of  the  Navy  ^6,315,523     3    9 

*     U  W.l  III!  I 

The  next  fervice  was  that  of  the  army.  It  was  not  neccl&iy  to 
enter  very  minutely  into  the  different  article^  of  the  ar,my.  The 
principal  charges  of  the  regular  army  amounted  to  5>54i,oooK 
There  was  voted  for  the  militia  and  fencibles,  &c.  i,6o7>oool 
The  amount  for  foreign  troops  was  997,0001.  which  was  nearly  the 
fame  as  laft  year.  To  that  muft  be  added  a  fum  not  yet  voted  by 
the  Committee,  which  was  2gQ,pcol,  by  way  of  fubfidy  tp  tha 
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King  of  Sardinia,  In  addition  to  that  there  was  4^7,000!.  for 
^  French  corps.  Thcfc  were  the  cxtraordinaries  of  the  army,  &c« 
3,063,000!.  The  whole  of  the  army  expences,  adding  all  thcfe 
iteins  together,  amounted  to  1 1,2  41,00  ol. 

The  next  principal  head  was  Ordnance,  the  total  amount  of  which 
was  2,321,0001.  In  addition  to  that  fum  there  were  t^o  fums 
wluch  had  not  yet  been  voted.  The  firft  of  thcfe  was  an  old  debt 
that  was  due  to  the  Landgrave  of  Hefle,  amounting  to  68,oool. 
The  other  was  a  fum  due  to  the  rq)Tcfcntativcs  of  Mr.  Ofwald,  of 
41,0001. 

The  next  head  was  that  of  Mifcellancoiis  Services ;  for  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  Trial  of  Mr.  Haftings,  French  Refugees,  Ad- 
drefles,  &c»  &c.  -amountipg  in  the  whole  to  257,000!.  Inaddi* 
tion  to  thefe  there  was  another  fum  to  be  added,  wlilch  he  had  al- 
ways dated  diftindly,  arid  which  he  had  continued  even  under  the 
preffure  of  war  ;  he  meant  the  fum  of  2oo,oool.  which  he  began 
fome  years  ago  to  apply  towards  the  difcharge  of  the  national  debt, 
over  ^nd  above  the  original  million,  and  over  and  above  the  pro-> 
vifion  that  had  been  made  by  a  late  ad  of  Parliament,  which  pro- 
vided that  not  only  the  intereft  of  every  new  loan  fhould  be  punc- 
tually paid,  but  alfo  i  per  cent,  of  the  capital.  There  was  another 
fum  which  had  alwajrs  been  taken  into  the  account,  under  the  title 
of  Deficiency  of  Grants,  and  that  fum  amounted  to  745,000!; 
Befides  that,,  it  had  always  been  ufual  to  ftate  as  a  part  of  the  efti- 
mates  of  the  year,  the  deficiency  of  Land  and  Malt,  which  he . 
flatted  at  350,00.0!.  In  addition  to  that,  riiere  was  a  fum  of  Ex- 
chequer bills  to  be  defrayed.  Under  tlie  Supply  of  laft  year,  there 
were  5,500,000!.  and  on  the  fide  of  the  Ways  and  Means, 
3,500,000!.  allowing  2  millions  for  unforefeen  contingencies, 
2,500,000!.  were  referved  as  a  vote  of  credit:  and  there  were 
6,ooo,oool.  in  Exchequer  bills  now  to  be  provided  for.  Tlie 
whole  of  thefe  fums  added  together,  amounted  to  27,540,0001* 
and  coriftituted  the  whole  of  the  Supply  of  the  year.  That  fun) 
included  the  6  tnillions  of  Exchequer  liills.  Without  them  the  to- 
tal of  the  Supply  for  the  fervice  of  the  year,  was  21,500,000!, 
Till  the  5th  of  April  next,  it  could  not  !)e  Icnown  how  far  the 
Ways  and  Means  of  laft  year  would  be  fufficicn^.  The  revenue 
of  laft  year  would  amount  very  nearly  to  the  fum  at  which  it  was 
cftims^ted,  tliough  there  was  a  deficiency  in  one  article,  to  wit,  in 
the  500,000!.  which  was  expefted  from  the  Eaft- India  Company. 
Though  they  had  riot  been  able  to  pay  that  fum,  the  deficiency  of 
Ways  and  Means  of  laft  year,  up  to  the  5th  of  April  next,  calcu- 
lating according  to  the  preportiorf  ot  the  former  part  of  the  year. 
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was  only  588,000!.  fo  that  the  failure  of  the  Company,  conffi- 
tuted  nearly  the  whole  of  the  failure  of  the  Ways  and  Means  of  laft 
year ;  but  he  thought  it  right  to  add  that  deficiency  to  the  fupply  of 
the  year,  which  will  make  28iia8,oooL  The  different  items 
of  the  Supply  would  then  ftaxid  thus: 

NAVY. 

100,000  feamen  —         ^,  5,^200,000    o    o 

6,315,523        3        9 

ARMY* 
Cuards  and  Garrifons,  119,000!     -*j*'  C7±  iQ 

Plantations,  Chclfea,  &c«  2,563,734  19 


Militia  and  Fencil^,  cloatbing  for  ditto,  contln*! 

gcncics  for  ditto  • •"■"/ 

Foreign  troops  ^ — • 

French  corps  ^ 

Roads  and  bridges  in  Scotland  '^  — 

Extraordinarics  of  the  army        —  — 

Sardinian  fubfidy  ' —  —        — - 

Ordnance  —  '—  -— 

Balance  due  to  the  Landgrave  of  Hcfle  —  ' 

Ditto  to  Ofwald's  executors  —  — 

Mifcellaneous  fcrviccs  '—  *— 

Annual  addition  to  finking  fund  — 

Deficiency  of  grants  —  — 

Ditto  land  and  malt  —  — 

Ejxchequer  bill«  •*  .— .  — 


5,341,269 

18 

4 

i>6o7,233 

12 

0 

997,226 

0 

0 

427,269 

0 

0 

4»5oo 

0 

0 

2,663,968 

12 

4 

200,C00 

0 

0 

^,321,010 

13 

10 

68,850 

12 

of 

41,638 

14 

H 

257»743 

16 

s 

200,COO 

0 

0 

745,000 

0 

0 

350.000 

0 

0 

6,000,000 

0 

0 

^7*540,584    3     3l 


Having  ftated  the  whole  of  the  Supply,  he  next  proceeded  to  the 
Ways  and  Means  by  which  that  Supply  was  to  be  railed.  He  cfti- 
mated  the  two  annual  taxes  of  Land  and  Malt,  as  ufual  at 
2>75<5>oool*  To  that  Was  to  be  added,  whatever  might  be  cfti-. 
mated  to  be  the  growing  produce  of  the  confolidated  fund,  from 
April  5th,  1795,  to  April  5th,  1796.  It  would  be  neceffary 
for  him  to  ftate  the  grounds  on  which  he  was  to  calculate  the 
amount  of  that  fum,  and  that  was  by  adhering  to  the  average  of 
the  laft  four  years,  rather  than  to  any  other  mode  of  computation. 
He.  faid  he  fhould  ftate  the  produce  of  each  of  thcfe  four  years.  The 
produce  of  the  permanent  taxes,  ending  the  5th  of  January,  1792, 
amounted  to  1 3,99,0001.  Thofe  ending  on  January  5^h,  1 793, 
amounted  to  14,354,000!.  Thofe  ending  on  January  5th,  1794, 
were   13,953,0001.  and  the  permanent  taxes  of  laft  year,  were  . 
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13,82790001.  So  that  he  had  the  fatisfadion  of  faying,  that  in 
the  laft  year,  the  fccond  year  of  an  cxtcnfivc  war,  the  revenue  was 
only  about'  1269O00I.  lefs  than  it  was  the  preceding  year,  and  if 
they  took  into  the  account,  the  delay  of  a  fleet  which  had  been  ex* 
peded  from  Portugal,  the  money  to  be  received  by  that  means 
would  be  more  than  the  whole  amount  of  the  difRrcnce  of  the  laft 
year,  and  the  year  preceding.  The  average  of  the  permanent  taxes 
of  the  laft  4  years,  was  14,032,000!.  He  certainly  thought  him- 
fclf  juftified  in  fubnaitting  to  the  Houfe  on  that  ground  that  average 
as  the  amount  of  the  permanent  taxes  of  the  prefent  year.  Affum- 
ing  that  foundation|  he  had  only  to  fet  againft  that  fum  the  charges 
on  the  confolidated  fund.  There  wjs  a  charge  of  1 1,538,0001. 
and  a  farther  addition  of  259,0001.  which  conftituted  part  of  the 
intereft  of  djiflefcnt  taxes,  for  paying  off  Exchequer  bills.  Thefe 
two  foms  added  together,  amounted  to  1 1,707,0001.  which  being 
fubtradted  from  14,032^0001.  the  average  permanent  taxes  of  the 
laft  four  years,  left  the  fum  of  2,235,000!.  as  Ukely  to  arife  from 
Ac  growing  produce  of  the  permanent  taxes,  between  April  5, 
17^5,  and  April  5,  1796.  He  faid,  he  might  make  another  ad- 
dition to  that  fum  of  1 1 9,000!.  but  that  fum  he  wilhed  to  referve, 
as  there. would  be  a  necejBTity  for  making  fome  provifion,  in  confe- 
quence  of  die  happy  event  which  had  been  announced  by  His  Ma- 
jcfty  from  Ae  throne,  of  the  approaching  marriage  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales;  and  therefore  he  thought  khis  duty 
to  make  a  referve  of  that  fum  for  that  event,  or  for  whatever  pur- 
pofe  Parliament  might  think  proper  to  apply  It.  There  was  alfo 
Ae  probability  of  150,000!.  or  i6o,oool.  of  Imprefs  Money, 
and  he  thought  proper  to  take  credit  for  500,0001.  from  the  Eaft- 
India  Company,  if  they  could  pay  it;  imlefs  it  was  voted,  the 
Public  could  not  avail  itfelf  of  that  fum,  even  if  the  Company 
fliould  fortunately  be  able  to  difchaigc  it. 

The  Exchequer  bills  to  be  taken  into  the  account  in  the  Ways 
and  Means,  V^erc  3,500,0001. 

The  next  article,  which  had  been  the  fubje£l  of  fome  converfa- 
tion  with  Ac  Public,  and  the  amount  of  which  was  generally  known. 
Was  die  loan  for  eighteen  millions  fterling.  Thefe  fums  added  to- 
gMier,  amounted  in  all,  to  a 7, 145^0001.  as  would  appear  from 
the  following  ftatement ; " 
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Land  Tax    —  -^  if  •  2»ooo,ooo    o    o 

'Malt  ■  — —    ^  750,000    0    o 

Growing  Produce  of  ConfoUdated 

Fund  from  5th  of  April,    1795, 

to  5th  of  April,  1796  £.  2,235,000 

Imprcft  monie¥  to  be  repaid  -  160,0001 

Bail- India  Compahy  —  500,060 

.— 2,895,000    o    o 

Exchequer  bills  — —  3,500,000    o    o 

Loan  '  ■  —  — -  18,000,000    o    o 


^•27, 145,000    o    o 


That  fum  being  fet  againft  the  total  amount  of  the  fupply,  fuppofing 
the  Eaft- India  Company  was  not  able  to  pay  the  deficiency,  amounted 
to  983,000!.  But  fuppofing  the  Company  to  make  good  the 
500,0001.  thenthcdcficiency  would  only  be  483,0001.  Although 
Ae  loan  of  1 8  millions  might  fall  fomewhat  fliort  of  anfwering  all 
the  exigencies  of  the  year,  the  ccnfequences  would  not  be  very  ma- 
terial, with  regard  to  the  fervice  of  the  year.  But  he  fhould  not 
think  it  right  to  keep  any  part  of  the  fubjedl  from  the  Houfe ;  and 
therefore,  although  it  was  not  included  aftually  in  the  loan,  he 
fhould  think  it  his  duty  to  make  provifibn  fcr  Its  annual  intereft 
and  charges,  as  if  it  made  part  of  the  loan.  He  (hould  therefore 
find  taxes  for  the  deficiency,  not  only  of  483,000!.  but  alfo  of  the 
500,000!.  which  was  due  from  the  Company.  He  (hould  make 
provifion  for  the  one  million  deficiency,  in  tlis  fame  manner  as  if 
it  were  a  part  of  the  loan  of  1 8  millions.  With  regard  to  die 
500,0001.  of  the  Company,  although  they  had  not  been  able  to 
pay  it  in  the  prefent  year,  he  did  not  think  it  right  to  take  it  for 
granted  that  fum  would  not  be  forth-coming  in  a  fixture  year.— 
Ho  was  therefore  to  make  proviilon  in  the  firfl:  inftgncefor  the  fum 
of  18  n}iHions,  and,  for  a  million  of  probable  deficiency  beyond  tlw 
1 8  milKons.  The  Committee  would  recoiled  he  had  alluded  to 
the  incrcafc  of  the  unfunded  debt  of  the  navy  ;  and  he  ftated  at  the 
outfet  of  the  war,  that  it  was  his  intention  each  year,  without 
leaving  an  unfunded  debt,  to  make  provifion  for  the  wh<ie  of  that 
debt.  He  thought  it  was  probable  there  would  be  an  increafe  of 
one  millix>n  in  the  navy  debt,  and  therefore  he  had  made  provifion 
for  that  loan ;  but  the  fad  was,  that  from  the  immenfe  exertions 
that  h,ad  been  made  to  bring  forward  a  great  fleet,  the  navy  debt, 
inftead  of  increafingcne  million,  was  increafed  3,594,000!-  He 
ihould  tliink  it  his  duty  to  follow  the  fame  line  of  condud  vhicli  1  c 
did  laft  year  in  making  provifion,  on  a  general  calculation,  far 
any  probable  excefs  \  aad  as  there  was  an  increafe  of  three  millioiii 
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and  a  half  of  navy  debt  incurred  laft  year,  he  fliould  make  provifion 
for  that  amount,  which  might  be  expeftcd  to  take  place  in  1795. 
In  addition  to  the  two  millions  and  a  half  of  the  vote  of  credit,  it 
would  be  neccffary  over  and  aborve  to  make  provifion  for  a  million 
and  an  half  for  the  land  ferviee  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  1795* 
Thefc  were  the  fums,  for  all  of  which  he  propofed  to  find  funds  for 
difcharging  the  annual  intereft. 

He  faid,    before  he  ftated  the  amount  of  the  annual  intereft 
which  arofe  from  the  loan  of  1 8  millions,  he  begged  leave  to  ftatc 
to  the  Houfe  what  were  the  terms  and  conditions  on  which  he  pro- 
pofed to  agree  to  that  loan.     The  motives  which  led  him  to  think  it 
his  duty  at  an  early  period  to  afcertain  on  what  terms  perfens  were 
willing  to  fubfcribe  fo  large  a  fum  as   18  millions,  were  thofc, 
which  he  had  already  on  a  former  occafion,  been  under  the  neceflity 
of  ftating  more  at  large.    He  conceived  it  his  duty  to  propofe  the 
means  of  furnifhing,  by  the  credit  of  this  counfry,  a  large  pecu- 
niary affiftance  to  the  Emperor,  if  the  confcquence  of  fuch  an  en- 
gagement was  likely  to  furnifh  a  great  militarj^  force  to  join  us  in 
the  next  campaign.     It  became  neceflary  to  afcertain  how  far  the 
terms  of  that  loan  might  be  efFcfted  by  His  Majefty  recommending 
to  Parliament,  to  guarantee  the  loan  which  individuals  might  fur- 
ni(h  to  the  Emperor.     It  might  naturally  occur,  that  the  idea  of  a 
large  loan  of  four  or  fix  millions,  or  fome  intermediate  fum,  might 
materially  interfere  with  our  procuring  money,  by  a  loan,  for  our 
own  immediate  purpofes  ;  and  he  was  not  without  apprehenfions, 
that  fuch  would  be  the  cafe.     As  foon  as  a  propofal  had  been  made^ 
to  furnilh  a  fum  to  his  Imperial  Majefty,  on  diofe  terms  which  the 
Court  of  Vienna  was  willing  to  give,  perfons  readily  ftood  forward, 
not  only  to  fumifti,  without  difficulty,  the  whole  of  the  fum  want- 
ed for.  this  country,  but,  on  confidcration  of  the  guarantee  of  Great 
Britain,  the  fum  alfo  which  was  wanted  by  the  Emperor.     A  ge- 
neral ftatement  of  this  loan  will  appear  highly  fatisfadory.     He 
ihould  ftate  the  terms  of  it  very  fhortly.     For  every  i  ool.  fterling, 
the  fubfcribers  had  a  capital  of  lool.  ftock  in  the  three  per  cents. 
a  capital  of  one  third  of  an  hundred  in  the  four  per  cents,  and  of 
the  long  annuities  8s.  6d.  for  the  fame  term  as  the  long  annuities. 
It  was  fubjed,  however,  to  this  alternative :    If  the  loan  fhould 
take  place  to  the  Emperor,  to  the  amount  of  fix  millions,  which 
would  be  one^tiiird  of  the  loan  which  was  wanted  for  the  immediate 
'  purpofes  of  this  country,  then  the  fubfcribers  for  every  i  ool.   of 
that  loan  ihould  be  entitled  to  one-third  of  i  ool.  in  the  Emperor's 
loan,  and  to  a  proportionable  bonus  of  that  loan.     Or  if  no  loan 
(hould  take  place  to  the  Emperor,  and  Parliament  fhould  think  fit 
Vo;-,  XL,  .3  0.  ^.ized  by  Google 
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to  grant  terms  equivalent  to  that  proportionable  bonus,  it{hould|)C 
added  to  the  long  annuities.  In  that  cafe,  they  were  to  have  an  ad- 
dition of  four  (hillings  in  the  annuities,  which,  at  the  current 
pricC|  of  between  1 9  and  20  years  purchafe,  was  a  difference  fome- 
what  lefs  than  4I.  per  cent.  He  fhould  fuppofe  the  Emperor's  loan 
.  took  place  to  the  amount  of  fix  millions,  and  that  queftion  would 
not  be  precluded  from  coming  before  Parliament,  by  the  vote  of 
that  night ;  he  fhould  confidcr,  on  the  fuppofition  of  that;  loan  taking 
place,  what  would  be  the  amount  of  tlie  interefl  which  the  Public 
would  give  for  every  lool.  of  the  18  millions.  It  would  amount 
to  the  fum  of  4I,  15s.  2d.  When  he  recoUefted  the  loan  of  11 
jTiillions^  in  the  courfe  of  laft  year,  the  terms  of  which  were  ad- 
mitted univerfally  to  have  been  as  favourable  as  could  be  defired, 
and  more  favourable  than  could,  have  been  expeded,  (and  yet  the 
intereft  of  every  lool.  of  that  loan  was  4I.  lis.  6d.) ;  and  when 
he  confidercd  that  this  year  we  had  borrowed  fo  laige  a  fum  as  18 
jnilJions,  that  we  were  entering  on  the  third  year  of  a  war,  under 
the  different  circamftances  that  had  taken  place  in  various  parts  of 
Europe,  he  muft  certainly  feel,  that  on  the  firfl  view,  it  was  matter 
of  fatisfadion  and  confolation,  that  a  fum  fo  large,  and  on  fo  great 
an  emergency,  could  be  procured  on  terms  fo  favourable.  In  the 
event  of  no  loan  taking  place  for  the  Emperor,  he  mufl  then  take 
into  the  account,  the  4s.  of  long  annuities,  and  that  would  make 
the  annual  interefl,  per  cent.  4I.  19s.  2d.  which  was  ftill  below  5 
per  cent,  '  Taking  it  in  that  way  they  were  able  to  raife  1 8  millions 
under  5  per  cent,  in  the  third  year  of  a  war.  Comparing  this  ftetc- 
fnent  with  the  experience  and  hif^ory  of  this  country  in  other  twr, 
that  circumflance  alone  was  no  flight  fymptom  of  th  c  f^curifhig 
ftate  of  the  refources  and  credit  of  this  country.  Before  h^  quitted 
that  part  of  the  fubjed  he  thought  it  right,  not  merely  to  flate  what 
were  the  terms  of  the  loan  to  the  Public,  but  what  the  profits  were, 
ponfidering  the  aftual  pricp  of  the  flocks  at  the  time  the  agreement 
was  made,  or  making  any  rcafonablc  allowance  for  any  poffible  fluc- 
tuation for  a  bargain  made  at  a  diftant  period,  and  for  the  incrcafe 
of  capital  tQ  be  brought  to  market,  or  with  what  the  price  of  the 
ilocks  were  at  tjjis  day.  It  feemed  to  h\m  thefe  were  the  different 
views  in  which  the  fubjedt  might  be  qpnfidered.  According  as  .the 
price  of  flocks  flood  at  the  time  he  qiade  his  bargain,  i  col.  in  the 
3  per  cents,  being  then  at  64  3-4ths,  and  one-third  of  looh  in 
^he  4  per  cents.'  being  then  at  83  3'8ths,  and  the  long  annuities 
being  put-together,  independent  pf  any  bonus  from  the  Auflrian. loan, 
was  a  little  more  than  i  ool.  But  he  was  not  rcprefenting  that  as 
tlie  terms  tlae  fubfcriters  looked  to,  Tl^ey  certainly  looked  to  4I. 
'2. 
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arifing  from  the  Auftrian  loan.     That  was  rather  below  the  marki 
There   was   another  bonusy  to  witj  the  difcount,  which  amounted 
to  about  2I.  I  OS.  per  cent   and  gentlemen  would  fee,  that  although 
the  fituation  of  the  affairs  of  Europe  was  not  then  fuch  as  to  make 
us  fuppofe  that  fome  of  the  misfortunes  were  fo  near,  which  from  a 
variety  of  caufes  had  fince  taken  place,  yet  there  was  enough  then, 
to  make  it  impoffible  for  men  to  fpeculate  on  a  tranfadlion  to  fo  large 
an  amount,  without  calculating  fomething  for  the  rifque  of  the  in- 
troduction of  fo  great  a  capital  into  the  market  on  three  component 
parts  of  ftock,  on  the  3  and  4  per  cents,  and  on  the  value  of  long 
annuities,   from  a  bonus  of  6  or  7  per  cent.    Having  confidered  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  the  loan,  it  was  his  duty,  in  the  next  place, 
to  make  a  few  obfervations  on  the  unfunded  debt.    With  refpedt  to 
that  debt  which  could  not  now  be  adlually  funded,  with  regard  to 
the  extraordinaries  to  be  incurred  in  the  prefent  year,  he  wifhed  to 
make  the  fame  ample  and  liberal  provifions,  as  if  it  were  now  to  be 
funded.      Both  for  the  loan,  and  all  other  fums  of  unfunded  debt, 
he  wifhcd  to  provide. — In  confequencc  of  two  aSs  of  Parliament, 
the  intereft  that  was  payable  was  not  on  the  fum  borrowed,  but  on 
the  capital  created.     That  applied  both  to  the  3  and  4  per  cents, 
and  alfo  to  long  annuities  that  fhould  be  outftanding  after  the  period 
of  45  years.     The  confequencc  was,  that  a  fum  of  near  il.  8s. 
was  to  be  provided  for  every  lool.  not  as  intereft  of  the  loan,  but 
as  the  fupport  of  their  credit,  which  increafed  the  finking  fund  in 
proportion  to  the  increafe  of  every  new  debt.     They  were  not  only 
not  interfering  with  the  general  mode  of  difcharging  antecedent  debt, 
but  at  the  fame  time  that  they  were  contracting  frefli  debt  for  carry- 
.    ing  on  the  war,  they  aftually  made  provifion  for  paying  off  the  in- 
,     tereft  of  it,  and  alfo  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  capital.     The  whole 
intereft:  of  the  loan,  the  excefs  of  navy  debt,  &c.  to  be  provided  for 
by  new  taxes,,  amounted  to  1,637,0001.    When  he  ftated  fo  large 
a  fum,  he  had  the  fulleft  confidence  in  the  fpirit  of'  the  country. 
He  did  not  ftatc  it  under  any  apprchenfibn  of  ftiaking  their  determi- 
nations to  carry  on  the  war,  knowing  as  they  muft  know,  how  much 
was  at  ftake  ;  but  which  he  muft  ftate  with  a  degree  of  anxiety  far 
beyond  what  he  could  feel  at  that  moment,  if  he  did  not  flatter 
himfelf  that  fome  confiderations  he  had  already  pointed  at,  as  well 
as  fome  that  would  be  afterwards  ftated,  did  not  afford  great  matter 
of  confolation  and  fatisfaSion.    In  the  firft  place,  before  he  quitted 
tliis  part  of  the  fubjedl,  he  would'ftate,  that  357,000!.  a  year  of 
that  large  fum  was  to  be  paid  for  the  purpofe  not  of  intereft,  but 
for  faithfully  difcharging  their  engagement  to  increafe  the  finking 
fund  in  proportion  to  their  debt.     Every  m«ui  muft  wifli  to  know 
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in  Vvhat  manner  that  fum  6f  1,637,000!.  was  meant  to  be  de- 
frayed. He  faid  he  did  not  enter  upon  this  fubjeft  without  hope, 
but  he  entered  on  it  with  a  fincere  belief,  that  the  burdens,  lai^e  as 
they  were,  would  be  fuftained  without  any  very  fevere  preffure  on 
the  bulk  of  the  people,  and  would  appear  Kght  and  trifling  when 
fet  againft  the  intercfts  they  were  then  contending  for.  His  princi- 
pal obje6t  in  thefe  taxes  would  be  to  make  them  as  produ61ive  as 
poflible,  without  at  the  fame  time  drying  up  the  fource.  He  (hould 
ftate  fome  fources  of  revenue  of  confiderable  amount,  and  which 
were  of  fuch  a  fort,  that  an  increafe  of  taxes  on  them  would  not  be 
felt  as  a  material  inconvenience  either  to  the  Public  at  large,  and 
much  to  the  loweft  clafs  of  the  community.  The  articles  he 
meant  to- ftate  were  of  luxurious  and  not  neceffary  confumption. 
One  of  thefe  principally  was  of  very  general  ufe  among  the  lower 
claffes,  though  the  confumption  of  it  was  the  leaft  neceffary  tofab- 
fiftence,  and,  perhaps,  in  fome  refpedls  the  leaft  advantageous  to 
healdi.  , 

The  firft  article  was  that  of  Wine,  which  every  gentleman  would 
rccolleft,  was  very  confidei'ably  lowered  fome  years  ago,  in  order, 
by  that  facrifice  of  revenue,  to  purchafe  the  benefit  of  a  commercial 
treaty  with  France.  Under  the  prefent  circumftances,  that  benefit 
was  fufpendcd  ;  the  commercial  treaty  was  at  an  end :  we  were  no 
longer  under  that  obligation  ,  and  the  motive  that  led  to  a  reduflion 
of  the  ta^,  no  longer  exifted.  Previous  to  that  period,  great  frauds 
took  place  in'  that  branch  of  duty ;  but  it  was  not  fo  much  with  a 
view  to  put  an  end'to  thofe  frauds,  as  to  accomplifti  the  other  objcfl 
he  had  ftated,  that  the  wine  duty  had  been  reduced.  He  believed 
•-that  no  gentleman  would  imagine,  that  a  different  pri6e  which  was 
not  very  enormous,  would  make  any  material  difference  in  the  con- 
fumption. ^  . 

With  refpcS  to  frauds,  they  could  only  be  of  two  forts,  fraudu- 
lent importation,  or  adulteration  in  this  country.  As  to  the  M 
fpecies  of  fraud,  wine  was  the  leaft  fufceptible  of  fmu^ling,  and 
particularly  during  the  exiftence  of  a  war  like  the  prefent.  With 
refpeit  to  adulteration  at  home,  he  conceived  that  a  great  increafe  of 
duty  would  not  have  a  very  material  effeft  on  it.  .  Every  bodjr 
tvould  go  along  with  him  in  thinking,  that  Port-wine  could  bear  a 
heavier  duty.  At  prefent,  it  was  1 5I.  a  tun.  He  wiflicd  to  tax 
it  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  duty  might  be  calculated  equally^ 
when  it  was  retailed.  He  ftated,  on  the  authority  of  the  trade  it- 
felf,  that  3I.  7s.  for  every  tun,  would  make  an  addition  of  dnc  pcrinf 
per  bottle,  or  a  iliiUing  per  dozen,  and  that  fix  times  that  fum  would 
^  be  fomcwhat  more  than  20I.  per  tun.     It  would  be  an  additioi* 
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fid.  on  every  bottle,  and  6s.  on  every  dozen.  It  was  computed 
that  they  imported  between  27  and  28,000  tuns,  and  fomctimes 
29,000.  calculating  at  20I.  per  tun,  ^i^hich  was  the  rule  he  propo- 
fed,  29,000  tuns  would  produce  the  fum  of  580,000!.  but  he 
meant  only  to  calculate  it  at  500,0001. 

The  next  articles  which  he  (hould  ftatc  were  truly  Angular.  He 
meant  the  articles  of  foreign  and  home-made  fpirits.  It  fo  happened 
that  an  incfeafc  of  duty  on  thefc  articles,  during  the  laft  war,  aftu- 
ally  produced  a  diminution  of  revenue  arifing  from  them,  and  that 
lie  doubt  ought  to  dictate  caution  on  the  fubje6t.  But  after  the  ca- 
pital of  fmugglers  was  broken  down  by  the  reduction  of  duties  ;  the 
duties  on  thefe  articles  had  been  incrcafed  three  times  fucccflively, 
and  the  duty  liad  not  only  not  been  diminiflied,  but  it  had  incrcafed 
according  to)&e  rifcs  in  a  much  higher  proportion  than  when  it  was 
at  the  loweft.  He  meant,  therefore,  without  running  any  rifle, 
to  add  the  fame  additional  duties  as  laft  year ;  that  is  to  fay,  aft 
additional  8d.  on  every  gallon  of  rum,  lod.  on  ever)*^  gallon  of 
brandy,  and  one  penny  on  Biitifti  fpirits.  Thcfe  duties  on  tht 
cftimate  of  laft  year  would  produce  259,000!. 

The  «ext  article  he  liad  to  fubmit  to  the  Committee  had  formerly 
beep  the  fubjed  of  a  great  deal  of  difcuflion,  and  had  more  influence 
on  the  commercial  interefts  of  the  country,  and  particularly  on  one 
great  body,  the  Eaft-India  Company,  than  any  other  article.  A 
very  great  redu6tion  had  been  made,  which,  according  to  feme  gen- 
tlemen, was  a  very  hazardous  experiment,  for  die  purpofe  of  pre- 
venting frauds.  It  was  commuted  for  a  very  heavy  additional  tax 
on  window's,  which  was  called  the  Commutation  tax.  It  would  be 
proper  that  a  moderate  addition  to  that  article  might  be  advifeable, 
and  confiftent  not  only  with  policy,  but  with  the  very  principle  diat 
led  fome  years  ago  to  the  rcdudtion  of  the  duty.  He  wifhed  to 
anticipate  an  objedion  that  might  be  made  to  any  additional  tax  on 
that  article,  and  that  was,  that  the  Public  were  reconciled  to  fub- 
mit to  a  heavy  duty  on  windows,  in  confideration  that  the  tax  on 
tea  was  to  be  leffencd.  Every  one  would  find,  tfiat  the  advantage 
they  had  deiived  firice  thefe  taxes  had  taken  place,  was  out  of  ail 
proportion  greater  than  the  Commutation  Tax.  But  however  that 
was,  that  Houfe  had  entered  into  no  compaft  with  the  Public. 
The  prefent  duty  on  tea  was  1 2I.  i  os.  per  cent.  He  meant  to  add 
7I.  I  OS.  per  cent,  which  would  make  the  duty  20I.  percent,  which 
he  calculated  would  prdduce  i8o,oool.  and  an  additional  duty  on 
coffee  and  cocoa  was  computed  at  40,000!.  Thefe  two  together 
made  a  fum  of  2'io,oool. 

He  faid, '  the  next  article  was  wholly  of  a  different  nature.     He 
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might  fay  negatively,  that  it  was  not  likely  to  be  felt  any  where  as 
a  material  ihconvenience  ;  and  as  a  collateral  circumftance  of  fatis- 
fa<ftion,^  in  ftating  this,  it  did  itfelf  afford  a  ftriking  proof  of  the 
commerce,  credit,  and  capital  of  the  country.— What  he  alluded 
to,  he  faid,  was  the  infurance  on  (hips  and  cargoes,  both  the  pro- 
perty of  this  country,  and  in  fome  degree  the  property  of  ftrangers. 
Infurance  was  carried  on  with  fo  much  advantage  in  thi«  cwintry, 
.from  the  good  faith  that  was  obferved  by  our  underwriters,  that  he 
had  the  beft  authority  for  faying,  that  many  refpedable  merchants 
thought  a  flight  additional  tax  was  not  at  all  likely  to  hazard  a  di- 
minution in  the  infurance.  Gentlemen  would  naturally  fay,  he 
could  not  be  poflefTed  of  any  data  from  which  the  amount  could, 
with  any  degfee  of  certainty,  be  afcertained.  But  he  was  under 
obligations  to  many  gentlemen,  whofe  guefles  on  that  fubjeft  were 
infinitely  better  than  Iiis.  It  would  be  matter  of  fatisfadion  and 
furprifc,  for  the  Houfe  to  be  informed  that,  by  the  calculations  of 
perfons  converfant  with  this  fubje6t,  the  capital  annually  infufed  in 
this  country,  amounted  to  1 20  millions  flerling.  -  The  tax  that 
was  meant  to  be  impofed  on  infurance  was  only  as.  6d.  on  every 
I  col.  capital ;  that  was  one-eighth  per  cent.  This  he  computed 
at  130,0001. 

Another  fpecies  of  infurance,  which  was  of  a  different  defcription, 
and  which  was  by  no  means  a  fpecies  of  infurance  to  be  difcouraged ; 
but  which,  at  the  fame  time,  oiight  to  contribute  to  the  public  bur- 
dens, he  meant  infurance  on  lives.  It  was  certainly  proper  to 
call  on  any  clafs  of  people  to  contribute  to  the  general  exigencies  of 
the  State,  arifing  from  a  war  like  the  prefent,  who  derived  a  cai- 
veniencc  flowing  from  the  credit,  order,  tranquillity  and  regular 
government  eflabliflied  in  the  country.  Such  was  peculiarly  the 
fituation  of  dvery  perfon  fo  circumftanced ;  and  after  the  tax  he 
was  about  to  propofe,  it  would  ftill  be  lower  than  it  was  a  few  years 
ago.  He  propofed  i  o  per  cent,  in  proportion  to  the  premium. 
He  had  received  a  particular  account  from  the  produce  of  one  focicty, 
and  which  was  increafing  every  month  ;  and  from  the  befl  informa- 
tion he  could  procure  from  thofe  perfons  mod  converfiint  in  the  bu- 
finefs,  it  was  likely  to  yield  30,0001.  per  annum.  That  added  to 
the  other  fum  made  i6o,oool. 

The  next,  he  faid,  were  a  defcription  of  articles  to  which  little 
objeftion  could  be  found,  where  the  increaf^  was  not  likely  to  be 
felt  with  any  peculiar  preflTure.  They  arofe  from  different  articles 
of  the  ciiftoms.  He  calculated  them  at  77,0001.  per  annum.— 
The  duty  on  raifins  was  computed  at  7000L  ;  on  lemons  and 
oranges  at  5,2ool.  ;  on  fome  fpecies  of  filk  at  8oooi. 
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The  amount  of  the  tax  on  coals  exported  was  computed  at 
25,0001.  This  tax  was  meant  only  to  fall  on  foreigners,  as  all 
coals  exported  to  any  of  our  own  dominions  wers  to  be  free  from 
this  duty.  The  duty  on  rock  fait,  hie  cftimated  at  7,4001.  The 
whole  of  the  articles  together  were  computed,  as  we  have  juft  faid, 
at77,oool. 

There  was  another  article  which  came  under  the  cuftoms, 
which  would  bear  a  moderate  tax  ;  that  was  fir  timber  and  deals. 
That  tax  was  computed  at  iio,oool.,  which  being  added  to  the 
77,oool.,  made  187,0001. 

The  next  were  certain  .  articles  of  ftamp  duties  on  affidavits, 
.  original  writs,  agreements,  indentures,  and  probates  of  wills,  which 
could  be  raifed  with  little  inconvenience.     The  duty  on  thefe  ar- 
ticles was  computed  at  io,oool. 

He  propofed  a  fmall  additional  tax  on  receipts.  A-t  prefent,  a 
receipt  for  above  i  ool.  only  paid  6d. ;  he  propofed  it  fhould  be  is* 
He  propofed  no  other  tax,  till  it-amounted  to  5 ool.  and  upwards, 
and  that  then,  inftead  of  being  is.  .as  it  was  now,  that  the  ftamp 
ftiould  be  2s.  Thefe  articles,  arifing  from  the  ftamp  duties,  were 
fuppofed  to  amount  to  6 8,0 ool,     . 

He  faid  there  remained  tvv'o  other  articles,  one  of  which  applied 
to  the  Members  of  that  Houfe.  ,  He  wiflied  to  introduce  feme  re- 
gulations on  the  prefent  fyftem  of  franking.  It  was  neceflary  for 
him  to  obferve,  that  the  Houfe,  for  a  great  period  of  years,  had 
thought  it  right  to  reftrain  that  privilege  by  certain  regulations.  It 
had  been  generally  found,  that  after  a  certain  length  of  time,  thofc 
regulations  had  not  completely  anfwered  the  purpofes  for  which 
they  were  intended.  Gentlemen,  from  good  nature,  had  be^n  led 
in  various  inftances  to  go  farther  than  was  intended.  In  the  next 
place,  .it  was  certainly  by  no  means  intended  that  the  privilege  of 
franking  fhould  be  the  fource  of  emolument  to  particular  individu- 
als ;  it  was  meant  as  a  rcfpedl  to  the  Members  of  that  Houfe,  and 
in  that  view  it  had  a  great  recommendation  ;  or  as  for  defraying 
charges  which,  in  fome  inftances,  might  be  very  ferious,  from 
/communications  between  Members  and  their  conftituents.  It  was 
not  meant  to  fumifh  a  revenue  to  any  particular  perfons  ;  and  he 
had  heard  thofe  who  were  moft  capable  of  benefiting  by  it,  fpeak 
of  it  in  fuch  a  ipanner  as  did  great  honour  to  their  liberality.  As 
it  might  be  applied  to  purpofes  never  intended,  he  meant  to  propofe 
certain  regulations,  the  general  objedl  of  which  was  to  reftrain  the 
number  of  franks,  fent  or  received  by  any  one  poft  ;  and  alfo  to  re- 
ftrain them  in  regard  to  their  weight.  The  regulations  which  he 
propofed,  would  appear  more  clearly  from  the  rcfolutions  which  he 
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ihould  afterwards  have  the  honour  of  moving  on  the  fubje6t.  The 
perfons  moft  converfent  in  this  bufinefs,  had  encouraged  him  tofup- 
pofc  that  thefe  regulations,  if  carried  into  efFcQ,  would  produce 
40,0001. 

There  remained  another  thing  which  he  had  to  fubmit  tothc 
Committee,  which,  if  the  burden  his  duty  obliged  him  to  lay  upon 
the  Public  were  not  too   ferious,  he  (hould  apprehend  the  Houfe 
would  hardly  hear  with  gravity,  and  which  alio  applied  to  evary 
Member  of  that  Houfe.     But  it  would  not  anfwer  his  purpofe,  if 
it  did  not  apply  to  a  very  general  defcription  of  perfons  in  this  coon- 
try.     He  was  not  at  all  afraid  that  it  would  be  confidered  as  pro- 
ductive of  tfie  leaft  preffure.     He  meant  a  general  licence,  at  one 
guinea  a  head,  for  every  perfon  who  wears  hair-powder,  flie  names 
to  be  regiftered  and  publifhed,  that  no  perfon  who  chofe  to  indulge 
in  the  luxury  might  hope  to  evaxie  the  tax.     The   only  perfons 
upon  whom  this  could  fall  heavVj  were  thofe  who,  with  fmall  in- 
comes, were  placed  in  fuch  fituations  as  obliged  them,  to  a  certain 
degree,  to  comply  with  the  fafliion  of  the  day.     There  were  other 
perfons  wlw,  although  i^rhaps  they  could  ill  aflbrd  it,  would  be 
prompted  by  vanity  to  wear  what  other-  people  wore  ;  but  vanity 
was  as  leaft  as  fiair  an  objedt  of  taxation  as  luxury.     No  fmall  num- 
ber, fuch  as  fervants,  ufed  hair-powder,  not  to  gratify  their  own 
vanity,  but  the  vanity  of  others,  who  muft  neceflarily  pay  the  taic. 
It  might  be  alked,  how  the  amount  of  it  was  to  be  calculated  ?— 
He  faid  there  were  certain  means,  by  which  they  might  form  foroc 
gucfs  how  far  that  tax^  would  be  produdive.     When  they  confidcr- 
cd  the  number  of  perfons  who  had  four-wheel  carriages  ;  when  they 
looked  at  the  number  of  horfes  which  were  kept  for  pleafuie  ;  and 
at  the  number  of  fervants  kept  by  different  people,  he  thought  it 
would  not  be  unreafonable  to  fuppofe  that  this  tax  might  pr9duc« 
5100,000  guineas,  or  2io,oool. 

Mr.  Pitt  here  recapitulated  the  new  taxes  as  follows  : 
TOTAL  of  NEW  TAXES. 

WINE  ^.500,000 

Foreign  and  Home-made  SPIRITS  —  2  ^9.000 

TEA  —  —  180,000 

COFFEE  and  COCOA  —  —  40,000 

INSURANCES  —  —  —  160,000 

RAISINS,  LEMONS,  Sec.        ^  —  77,000 

DEALS  and  FIR  TIMBER        —  —        110,000 

AFFIDAVITS,  WRITS,  &c.  68,000 

FRANKING  —  —  4o,coo 

POWDERED  HEADS,    Male  and  Female,    at  a 

Quinea  a  Head  — —  -*'^-  210,000 

1.644,000 
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He  faid,  he  ought  to  beg  pardon  of  die  Committee  for  having 

taken  up  fo  large  a  portion  of  their  time  as  he  had  occupied.     He 

ihould  now  conclude  with  calling  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  what 

he  had  allxided  to  at  the  beginning  of  his  fpeech,  the  apparent  view 

'  of  the  fitu^tion,  credit,  and  refourccs  of  the  country.     Confidering 

the  neceflity  there  was  of  impofing  burdens  on  the  people,  it  wa« 

matter  of  iatisfadlion,  that  they  could  with  fo  much  facility  make 

the  provifion  that  was  fuificicnt  for  carrying  on  the  prefent  juft  and 

tteceffary  War.    '  In  th?  firft  place,  the  very  articles  which  he  had 

propofed  for  taxation,  ihqwed  the  fufEciency  of  the  refources  of  the  - 

country,  to  meet  the  burdens  which  were  neceflary*      In  the  fecond 

place,  the  circumftance  of  being  able  to  raife  fo   large  a  fum  by 

loan,  was  a  ftror^  proof  of  the  high  ftate  of  the  national  credit. 

From  what  he  had  ftated  of  the  average  of  the  revenue   for  feveral 

years,  it  appeared  that  we  werp  now,  in  the  third  year  of  a  war,  in 

i'  fituation  of  profperity  in  which  we  had  never  been  placed  in  any 

former  war.     If  we  looked  to  the  different  taxes  impofed  in  1791, 

1793,  and  1794,  they  had  been  productive  beyond  the  example 

of  any  former  period  of  hoftility.     Not  only  had  we  been  able  to 

provide  for  the  exigencies  impofed  by  our  fituation,  but  from  the 

prpgrefs  which  had  been  made  in  raifing  a  fund,  in  confequence  o£ 

the  fteady  adherence  to  a  fyftem  that  had  now  been  adopted  for  nine 

yearsy  with  a  view  to  difcharge  our  national  debt,  a  fum  of  not  lefg 

than  1, 800, cool,  was  now  applicable  to  the  purchafe  of  ftock  for 

that  purpofe,  and  that  he  confidered  as  one  of  the  principal  circum- 

ftances  which  fupported  the  credit  of  the  nation,  and  animated  th^ 

hopes  of  the  commercial  men  in  this  country.     They  were  antici-* 

pating  their  J^urdens,  and  providing  for  them ;  and  if  they  were 

under  a  temporary  neceflity  of  contraSing  debt  in  a  ftruggle  for  their 

cxiftence,. they  had  not  only  not  broke  in  upon  the  plan  for  reducing 

former  debts,  but  they  were  paying  off  thofe  which  they  had  juft 

contracted  ;  and  therefore  they  found  the  credit  of  the  country  un- 

diminifhed  by  the  unprecedented  demands  which  the  unprecedented 

attacks  of  our  enemies  had  rendered  indifpenfably  neceflary*     He 

•was  not  furprifed  that  the  balance  of  exchange  was  fo  greatly  in  fal 

vour  of  the  country,  that  the  ftate  of  credit  \^as  fo  flourifliing,  and  * 

the  degree  of  confidence  almoft  unlimited.     In  addition  to  What  he 

liad  ftated  of  the  profperous  circumftances  of  the  revenue,  and"  the 

defirable  fituation  of  public  credit,  much  reliance  was  to, be  placed 

on  the  fpirit  of  the  people,  determined  to  profecute  with  vigour  the 

prefent  conteft,  and  fubmit  with  alacrity  to  the  ncceflfary  burdens. 

But  the  fecurity  for  the  continuance  of  the  national  profperity  did 

not  merely  reft  on  the  temporary  ftate  of  the  revenue,  or  of  credit } 
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it  flood  on  a  more  folid  and  permanent  fmund-<*<>si  the  unexampled 
and  increaiing  extent  of  the  commerce  of  the  country.  From  Ac 
refult  of  die  different  accounts^  it  appeared  that  the  total  amount  of 
the  trade  during  the  laft  year  of  war,  not  only  exceeded  what  had- 
been  the  average  of  former  years  of  war,  but  even  whit  had  been 
the  cafe  in  the  brighteft  periods  of  tranquillity.  The  exports  of  do- 
me(Uc  manufadures  during  the  laft  year,  was  onljr  exceeded  by 
the  exports  of  two  former  years  of  the  greateft  profperity  which  this 
country  had  ever  known,  and  our  foreign  trade,  in  point  of  extent, 
furpaffcd  even  the  Kfults  of  the  moft  flourifliing  years  of  peace.  In 
J  7  9  2,  the  higheft  year  ever  known  in  peace,  the  total  exports  were 
18,336,0001.  in  Britifli  manufaflures.  The  total  export  of  1794, 
by  the  moft  corredt  accounts,  is  16,301,000!.,  being  in  that  re- 
fpeft  lefs  by  about  two  millions.  In  1792,  the  itrfports  were 
6*563,0001.  In  1794  they  were  8,868,oool.  The  total  in 
1792,  was  24,905,0001. ;  in  1794,  it  was  25,169,0001. 

Such  were  the  condufions  which  he  fouhd  himfelf  authori(ed  to 
draw  from  the  moft  accurate  accounts  of  the  ftatc  of  the  country; 
the  fedls  which  they  prcfcntcd,  were  fo  much  more  fatisfaflory 
than  any  obfcrvations  or  reafonings  which  he  could  fuggeft,  tbat 
he  fhould  no  longer  obtrude  upon  the  attention  of  the  Houfe.     He 
fliould  only  add,  riiat  while  he  dwelt  with  pleafure  on  die  fteady  and 
glowing  refourccs  of  the  country,  he  did  not  feel  the  lefs  regret  that 
we  were  compelled  to  apply  them  in  order  to  meet  the  inevitable 
evils  to  which  we  were  fubjcftcd  in  the  prqfecution  of  the  prefcnt 
juft  and  neceffary  war ;  nor  did  he  fed  the  lefs  defire  for  the  rcfto- 
xation  of  the  bleflings  of  peace,  on  that  fecure  and  permanent  fbodng 
which  might  lead  to  die  accumulation  of  wcaldi,  and  the  confirma^ 
tion  of  the  national  profperity.     It  could  JV)t  fail  to  be  remarked, 
that  the  refourccs  by  wWch  we  were  enabled  to   meet  our  prcfent 
cxigcflcics,  were  derived  from  having  made  a  prudent  ufc  of  the 
bleflings  of  peace.     The  exertions  of  war  and  die  bleffings  of  peace 
both  proceeded  from  the  fame  fource,  vigour  of  detemunation,  and 
the  fpirit  of  enterprife,  accompanied  with  fteadinefs  and  prudence  in 
the  profecution  of  our  obje£t.     He  concluded  with  moving  his  firft 
refolution. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  did  not  rife  to  oppofe  the  vote  which  was  now 
pTopofed,  but  to  make  fome  obfcrvations  on  what  he  had  heard  fipow 
the  Minifter.  He  cxpc«ited  tfiat  the  right  honourable  gendcman 
had  before  him  the  experience  of  two  loans,  q>po(ite  to  each  in  a 
certain  degree ;  the  one  of  them  made  upon  tiiebcft  terms  dat  could 
be  ob^alned  onbehalf  of  the  Public,  which  ivas  the  loanof  laftyoffi 
and  the  other,  perhaps  the  worft  for  the  PabHc  tixat  axy  Minife* 
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ever  conckidedy  and  which  was  in  the  year  before  the  kfi ;  he  couU 
t^ave  h(]ped»  he  feid,  that  with  that  experience  he  would  have  en- 
couraged competition  annong  die  fubfcribers.     This  was  a  mode 
upotk  which  many  Members  of  that  Houfe  had  bedowed  their  ap« 
{Hrobadon ;  he  had  praifed  it  himfelf,  as  he  always  ihould  every 
meafure  when  it  appeared  to  deferve  it ;  and  the  right  honourabk 
gentleman  himfelf  had  tdien  great  credit  for  haying  opened  that  fy- 
ftem  of  competition,  and  therefore  he  owned  that  he  expefied  to  have 
heard. to>night  fome  reafon  for  departing  firom  that  fyftcm,  and  feme 
reafons  for  adopting  a  plan  liable  to  fo  many  objections.     It  liad 
been  ftated,  that  fortunately  for  the  Public,  the  loan  had  been  made 
a  confiderable  time  lince,  fo  that  a  much  better  baxgsdn  had  been 
ftwde  for  the  country  than  could  have  been  expefted.     He  mi^t 
be  difpofed  to  grant  that  dns  was  the  cafe ;  yet  it  was  neceffary  alfo 
to  look  to  what  had  been  advanced,  as  to  the  advantage  of  the  bar- 
gain to  thofe  who  had  fubfcribed  to  the  loan.    It  had  been  faid,  that 
they  bad  a  profit  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  quantity  of  the 
fund  aflPigned  to  them  for  each  hundred  advanced,  and  that  the  Ml 
of  the  ftocks  had  brought  it  to  two  per  cent.     It  would,  howevbr, 
.  be  neceffary  to  ccmfidcr  the  cicumf^ances  of  the  fimds  at  the  prefent 
time.  >  He  had  kx4ced  into  the  newfpapers  of  the  day,  and  de^ 
pended  on  them  for  the  accuracy  of  his  Aatement.     From  them  it 
appeared,  that  3  per  cents,  were  to-day  at  6 1  f ;  the  4  per  cents. 
at  79,  and  the  long  annuities  at  i8|.     On  this  eftimate  the  value 
of  one-third  of  the  4  per  cents,  would  be  2  61.  los.  and  the  long 
annuities  would  amount  to  7I.  1 3s.  making  in  the  whole  95I.  1 3$. 
to  which,  adding  the  difcount  of  22,  as  it  had  been  ftated,  the  rc» 
fult  would  be  98I.  3s.     Exclufive  therefore  of  the  additional  4s, 
which  they  were  to  receive  on  the  long  annuities,  in  cafe  the  Em- 
perors's  loan  were  not  guaranteed,  they  had  not  a  profit  of  2  per 
cent,  and  takii^  that  into  the  calculation,  the  profit  at  prefent  would 
only  be  3L  1 3s. .    So  that  whereas  in  common  2i,  or  more,  was 
the  profit  which  had  been  ufual  for  fubfcribers  to  a  loan,  in  the  pre- 
fent inflance  the  amount  was  only  il.  i6s. ;  and  even  on  the  moft 
favourable  calculation  2L-— »He  hoped  that  no  one  would  be  inclined 
to  treat  diis  fubjedl  with  fo  much  levity,  as  to.  fay  that  this  was  fo 
much  the  better ;  that  they  would  look  at  the  principle  of  the  thing, 
and  confider  that  it  was  pofiible  that  the  change  of  the  funds  mig^ 
have  been  as  difadvantageous  to  the  Public,  as  it  now  was  to  the 
fubfcribers ;  and  therefore,  that  they  would  not  fandiion  the  princi- 
ple of  making  a  baigain  for  the  loan,  fo  much  before  the  proper 
time.     It  had  been  ftated  to  the  Committee,  that  there  was  ano- 
ther ionusj^  viz.  the  advia)tages  to  be  dcriv^  from  a  (hare  in  the 
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Auftrian  loan..  Mr.  Fox  then  proceeded  to  ftate,  by-refference  to 
the  Minifter's  own  mode  of  calculating,  diat  this  loan  was  an  ex- 
travagant bargain,  and  this  he  thought  held  out  to  the  people  of 
this  country  a  very  bad  profped:.  It  was  a  dangerous  loan  in  two 
ways  :  Firft,  it  was  dangerous  becaufe  there  was  to  be  no  provifion 
made  now  for  the  payment  of  it,  in  the  event  that  the  Emperor 
fhould  fail  to  fulfil  his  engagement,  Qnd  in  thils  way  the  people  were 
not  made  properly  ,to  underftand  and  feel  their  real  fltuation,  by  ac- 
quainting them  with  that  to  which  they  might  be  expofed.  Secondly, 
it  was  dangerous,  becaufe,  in  proportion  as  the  terms  were  difad- 
vantageous,  the  probability  was  lefs  of  the  Emperor  being  eiAer 
able  or  willing  to  fulfil  his  engagement ;  and  if  he  (hould  not,  then 
we  having  guaranteed  the  payment,  muft  pay  it  for  him.  In  the 
firft  place,  fuppofing  the  terms  of  this  loan  to  be  fo  advantageous  to 
us,  and  confequently  fo  difadvantageous  to  the  Emperor  as  iiny  one 
could  ftate  it,  that  was  not  Very  honourable  to  us  as  a  nation,  lend- 
ing its  credit  to  guarantee  the  payment.  In  the  next  place  we  (hould 
remember,  that  ihofe  who  are  the  readicft  to  comply  with  exorbi- 
tant demands,  are  the  leaft  likely  to  be.punflual  in  fuUfilling  their 
engagements.  He  did  not  like  to  treat  a  fubjedi:  fo  ferious  as  this 
with  levity,  but  he  could  not  help  remembering  a  fcen^  in  a  vciy 
good  play,  where  Mrs.  Amlet  fays  of  her  cuftomcrs,  **  As  to  pe^ 
•fons  of  quality,  they  never  fay  any  thing  about  \he  price  of  what 
they  want,  the  only  difficuliy  with  them  is  about  paying  for  it.'* 
This,  he  feared,  was  too  much  the  qompiexion  of  the  cafe  here, 
■for  the  loan  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor  was  extravagant  in  a  very 
-high,  degree  ;  he  would  maintain  that  the  Emperor  was  to  pay  the 
enormous  fum  of  36,0001.  for  our  guarantee  merely.  '  This,  al- 
though an  apparent  advantage,  was  not  fo  in  reality,  for  the  loan 
to  this  country  and  tlie  loan  to  the  Emperor  were  fo  far  fronri  beiqj 
independent  of  each  other,  that  they  were  a  good  deal  conncflcd 
under  all  the  circuntftances  which  attended  them  both.-r-With  rc- 
fped  to  general  views  which  the  Minifter  had  taken  to-night,  he 
agreed  in  fome^  and  differed  materially  in  others  of  them.  The 
right  horiourable  gentleman  was  fanguinc  in  his  ideas  of  tiie  revenues 
of  this  country.  To  a  certain  .extent  he  could  follow  him  in  thofc 
ideas,  but  could  not  travel  fo  far.  His  roafoning  to-night  did  not 
appear  to  be.  concluGve  ;  he  admitted  that  the  revenues'  of  the  laft 
year  were  iriferior  to  the  year  before  the  laft.,  but  then  he  faid  that 
•it  was  the  third  year  qf  the  w^^r,  and  the  deficiency  he  afcribed  in  a 
great  meafure  to  the  non-  arrival  of  a  valuable  fleet.  Now  he  wanted 
to  know  upon  what  'principle  the  Minifter  calculated,  that  the  i^ 
vpnucj,  which  i^as  lefs -laft  year  than  the  year  preceding,  wopld  he 
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I  better  in  the  next,  and  that  we  fhould  go  on  in  a  ftate  of  improve- 
;  mcnt,  \yhcn  the  only  evidence  we  had  was  that  we  had  been  lately 
declining.  With  regard  to  the  taxes,  fome  of  them  were  fuch  as 
he  had  no  objedlion  to,  but  there  were  others  on  which  fome  obfer- 
^  vations  ought  to  be  made.  In  the  tax  upon  tea,  he  feared  the  Mi- 
nifler  had  not  reflefted  enough  upon  that  article  when  he  brought 
it  forward  1  indeed  the  way  in  which  he*  treated  that  part  of  the 
fubje<El  of  this  night's  difcuflion  proved  it.  He  had  taken  two  ways 
of  arguing,  which  could  not  be  both  right,  becaufe  they  were  incon- 
fiftent  with  each  other.  In  the  firft  place,  he  treated  it  as  al'jxury, 
and,  as  fuch,  a  fa?r  Qbje<9:  of  taxation  ;  and  then  he  obferved,  that  if 
the  lower  clafs  of  people  difufed  it,  the  probability  was  that  they 
would  find  Something  better  for  their  health.  Now  with  regard  to 
^  the  poor,  he  feared  that  tea  had  of  late  years  made  a  great  part  of 
their  confumption,  and  poflibly  the  tax  now  propofed  might  compel 
'  many  of  them  to  abandon  it ;  but  then,  how  did-  that  accord  with 
^the  other  argument  of  its  being  an  article  of  luxury,  and  therefore 
a  proper  objcdi  of  taxation  ;  becaufe  if  it  was  a  tax  to  be  at  all  ef- 
fectual, it  fliould  be  fuch  as  the  confumers  would  not  abandon  on  - 
account  of  the  tax.  With  refpeS  to  the  tzx  upon  wine,  he  had  no 
obje(Sion,  except  that  he  did  not  wi(h  the  retailer  (hould  have  an 
unfair  advantage,  which  perhaps  he  might  by  the  mode  of  adding 
a  duty  of  20L  a  ton ;  but,  however,  as  that  amounted  to  4d.  a 
bottle,  perhaps  the  retailer  might  be  content  with  6(1.  which,  alto- 
gether, might  not  be  fo  objedionnble  as  fome  other  taxes.  As  to 
Jhe  taxes  on'  fpirits,  he  muft  obferve,  that  they  were  of  a  temporary 
nature,  and  although  this  war  was  not  to  laft  for  ever,  yet  we  muft^ 
remember-that  we  ftiall  want  this  money  long  after  the  war  is  over. 
*— With  regard  Xo  the  hair-powder  tax  he  had  no  objedion  to  it, 
except  the  uncertainty  of  its  produce ;  for  he  who  relied  on  the  fa- 
ihbnof  the  day  built  upon  a  flippery  foundation,  and  therefore  an 
attempt  to  raife  upon  it  a  permanent  revenue  was  highly  imprudent. 
He  knew  there  were  habits  that  amounted  to  a  kind  of  fecond  nature, 
but  was  the  ufe  of  hair  powder  of  this  defcription  r  It  had  been  fug- 
gefted,  that  the  whole  of  it  (hould  be  abolilhed,  on  account  of  the 
article  being  wanted  for  a  much  more  worthy  ufe;  what  if  the 
Houfe  fhould  finally  be  of  that  opinion  ?  there  would  be  an  end  of 
that  part  of  the  revenue.  Two  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  pounds 
annual  revenue^  for  the.fupport  of  the  Government  of  the,  people  of 
-Great  Britain,  might  be  done,  away  by  ncceflity.  This  was  not 
all,  for  it  was  fubjeft  to  caprice  and  whim,  and  that  depended  on 
a.  few  individuals,  namely,  perfons  of  rank,  whofetafte  in  drefsled 
the  faihion ;  fp  that  ten  or  a  dozen  individuals  might  pu;  aa  end  tQ 
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ti)e  whole  a  i  o,bool.  revenue  of  Gfcat  Britain  in  the  CKmHe  of  one 
hour  ;  he  granted  it  was  not  likely  they  would  do  fo»  but  they  mig^ 
do  fo ;  he  thoiig^t  it  therefore,  a  veiy  tftifubftamial  article  of  revenue. 
H6w  far  it  might  operate  as  a  regulation  with  refped  to  the  eonfiimp- 
tion  of  flow,  was  another  queftion  ;  the  more  it  fpared  of  that  arti- 
cle in  that  way,  the  Icfa  it  muft  produce  to  the  revenue,  and  the 
queftion  was  not  now  how  it  would  regulate,  but  how  it  wodd  pn>- 
daee^  and  upon  that  he  owxied  he  exceedingly  doubted  for  one  ils 
efficacy.  Upon  a  former  day  there  was  a  converiation  \xfoa  the 
queftion  of  the  expence  of  this  war. — The  Minifter  faid  he  bad 
great  fatisfadion  in  refleSing  that  we  proceeded  in  the  dkninudon 
of  our  old  debt.  He  had  as  much  fatisfa£iion  on  that  pcnnt  as  it 
wa»peffible  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  have,  but  he  was 
not  fb  bigoted  to  that  plan  as  to  be  blind  to  what  was  new  doing, 
and  not  to  perceive  the  magnitude  of  the  new  debt,  which  we  weie 
evety  hour  increafing*  The  expence  of  this  war  had  been  ihited 
to  amount  already  to  fifty  millions  of  money.  He  did  not  know  it; 
its  exad  amount  he  had  no  means  of  knowing,  but  he  believed  itio 
be  much  more.  We  had  added  to  the  funded  debt  a  capital  ef 
forty-fix  millions.  He  meant  by  the  loans  of  the  years  i793> 
1794,,  and  the  loan  of  this  day  ;  to  that  might  be  added  a  mi^^ 
bad  of  unfunded  debt,  which  mufl  be  xfubje^  of  inquiry  in  dut 
Houie  at  (ome  future  time.  He  underftood  there  was  an  idea  ef 
fundiog  the  floating  debt  of  the  navy  at  five  per  cent. ;  or  thsvt  fer 
evccy  lool.  there  (houldbe  allowed  loSl.  He  fhould  fiiy  nothiq; 
of  the  merits  of  the  plan  now,  but  he  fhould  like  to  hear  fbmeduflg 
of  it  to-day,  and  he  fhould  like  to  know  why  fomething.of  that  fort 
was  not  to  be  adopted  with  refpeA  to  the  prefent  loan  of  the  Empe- 
ror. With  regard  to  fome  of  the  general  obfervations  of  tfie  Mi- 
nxAer  on  the  war,  he  muft  fay  he  could  not  agree  with  him ;  he 
had  emphatically,  as  ufual,  called  it  a  juft  and  neceffary  war.  He, 
on  the  contrary,  tliought  it  neither  juft  nor  necefTary ;  if  not  necet 
fctry,  it  could  not  be  jiift—  ncceffarj'  it  could  not  be>  for  it  might  have 
bceni  avoided.  The  MintAer,  as  he  had  already  faid,  was  fangmne 
in  his  ideas  concerning  the  commerce  of  this  country,  and  he  bud 
iboted  circumflances  of  confobttioo  in  that  refpetS^.  To  a  oertain 
extent,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  was  ready  to  allow  our  refources  to  he 
great ;  but  he  muft  alfo  fay,  that  the  hd  of  our  exportations  bctng 
lefis  laf^  year  by  two  nrillions  than  they-  liad  been,  was  to  liiaa  not 
very  confclatory.  Now  the  Minifler  had  better  fources  of  iafor- 
ination  than  he  had,  or  pretended  to  have,  but  he  had.  heard  foioe 
things  related,  which  made  him  fear  that  we  muil  not  lobk  for  the 
^roe  fucce^  as  to  th^  extent  of  our  CK|poxtatioa  in  future^  as  wc  W 
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cjqjcricnccd  in  former  years.  Thc.fituation  of  the  Weft  Indies  ar- 
gued tills  ;  and  the  lituation  of  Holland  we  all  knew  and  felt  to  be 
moft  materially  altered ;  and  as  to  our  internal  condition,  he  owned 
he  did  not  fee  it  in  ^  very  profperous  view.  He  would  inquire  of 
Mr*  Hobart  himfelf,  who  fat  in  the  chair  c(  the  Committee  diift 
night,  whether  the  city  which  he  repefented  (Norwich)  was  nc^  laft 
year  in  great  diftrefs  ;  and  whether,  great  zu  that  diftiefs  was  laft 
year,  it  was  not  then  opulent,  profpcrous,  and  happy,  when  com- 
pared to  the  profpeft  of  the  year  to  come  ?  Whether,  if  this  war 
continued,  the  wretched  remnant  of  their  trade  would  not  be  entirely 
deftroyed'in  a  (hort  time  ?  Did  this  apply  alone  to  that  unfortunate 
city  ?  No  ;  every  manufafturer  in  the  kingdom  had  the  feme  ap- 
prdienfion  as  the  manufefturers  of  Norwich ;  they  would  tell  the 
Houfe,  with  one  voice,  tliey  muft  all  be  ruined,  if  this  war  conti- 
nued for  any  confiderable  length  of  time ;  fo  that  indeed  no  rational 
man  could  fuppofe  that  argument  of  our  former  profperitjr  can  be 
fairly  applicable  to  our  profpe<5l  for  future  years.  That  our  com-' 
merce  had  increafed  of  late  years,  he  admitted,  and  he  rejoiced  at 
it,  but  then  we  fhould  look  forward,  and  examine  die  probability  of 
its  continuance.  The  laft  year,  he  had  been  told,  that  our  coffimcrce 
was  flouriftiing,  bccaufc  the  infurance  vras  low  ;  what  could  be  faid 
now,  when  the  infurance  was  at  the  rate  of  thirt)^  guineas  from  the 
Mediterranean  ;  from  Portugal  twenty  ;  and  from  the  nearer  porta 
of  the  Nonh  ten.  He  was  therefore  not  fo  fanguine  with  rcfpe6«  to 
the  commerce  of  the  country.  How  for  it  could  go  on  in  the  manner 
it  was  now  proceeding,  he  could  not  tell,  but  he  was  afraid  not  to 
any  confiderable  length  of  time.  He  wifhed  they  would  confider 
the  depredations  that  had  been  made  on  that  commerce,  and  they 
would  find,  that  fo  far  frqm  having  borne  the  juft  proportion  it 
fhould  have  borne  to  the  depredations  in  the  laft  war,  viz.  14  to  1 1^ 
it  had  been  more  than  14  to  7,  Or  2  to  i.  This  was  not  foreign 
to  the  queftion,  though  at  firft  it  might  appear  fo :  becaufc  fo  much 
flrefs  had  been  laid  on  the  flouriftiing  ftate  of  our  commerce  in  the 
fpeech  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  faid  much  upon  the  bleflings  of  a  fecure  and  perma- 
nent peace.  He  agreed  with  him  in  wifliing  for  fuch  bleflings  ; 
but  how  for  we  fliould  continue  the  profecution  of  this  difaftrous, 
calanntous,  and  impolitic  war,  as  the  only  means  of  procuring  fuch 
bleffings,  was  a  queftion  of  great  importance,  and  one  to  which  tha 
moft  grave  attention  of  the  Houfe  muft  foon  be  called.  If  we  con- 
tinued this  war,  it  would  be  a  queftion  how  much  we  ftiould  have 
to  add  to  the  amount  of  the  enormous  burdens  to  be  impofed  on  the 
jpeoplc  of  this  country  by  the  proceedings  of  this  day.     It  would 
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then  be  neceffaty  to  confider  how  far  tlie  people  would' really' be  abte 
to  bear  fuch  burdens.  He  would  afk  the  right  honourable  gende- 
man  if  he  could  look  with  confidence  to  fuch  an  event  ?  He  kncwy 
as  well  as  the  Minifter,  we  had  great  refources  ;  but  it  was  im- 
poflible  for  us  not  to  fee  we  are  getting  within  fight  of  the  end  of  ouf 
refources*.  Whether  two  or  three  years  more  continuance  of  this  war 
would  be  too  much  for  the  people  of  this  country  to  bear,  he  could 
not  tell.  Poffibly,  if  that  was  made  a  quefl:ion,  he  might  vote  widi 
the  moft  fanguine  upon  that  fubjedt ;  but  that  we  fhould,  foon  after- 
wards be  in  a  ftate  of  ruin,  no  man,  he  thought,  could  poffibly  doubt. 
He  therefore  thought  that  when  that  Houfe  was  voting  fo  many  millions 
of  pounds  for  the  fervice  of  the  prefent  year,  we  ought  to  look  at. 
the  probability  of  our  being  able  not  only  to  continue  thatfum  annu- 
ally, but  alfo  to  add  a  much  larger  fum.  He  would  venture  to  af- 
fert,  that  large  as  the  fum  propofed  to-night  to  be  voted  was,  that 
which  would  be  wanted  for  the  following  year  would  be  much  larger, 
and  when  we  come  'to  confider  the  fyftem  on  which  this  war  was  to 
be  profecuted>  and  that  we  were  to  contend  for  the  eftablilhment  of 
a  form  of  Government  in  France,  that  man  muft  be  fanguine  indeed^ 
who  expeftcd  that  Houfe  to  vote,  or  the  .people  to  be  able  to  pay, 
flie  expence  which  would  attend  that  conteft.  Care  (hould  be  taken. 
that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fhould  not  vote  what  the  people  were 
unable  to  grant.  In  this  view  the  bufinefs  of  this  day  was  .moftfc- 
rtous,  and  the  right  honourable  gentleman  in  refle<Sting  on  it  would 
do  well  to  confider  the  danger  into  which  bis  prefent  fyftem  of  pio- 
fccuting,  the  war  muft  inevitably  lead  this  country,  for  we  might 
foon,  with  all  our  profperity  and  happinefs,  be  placed  in  a  fituttion . 
fa  which  all  the  prudence  in  this  world  would  not  be  fufficient  to 
prevent  our  entire  ruin.  We  were  now  in  that  critical  ftate  of  af- 
fairs which  muft  be  provided  ior  as  amply  as  poflible,  and  therefore 
he  could  not  objeft  to  the  propofitions  how  before  the  Committcci 
but  he  thought  the  proceedings  of  this  day  ought  to  lead  every  man 
in  that  Houfe^  and  every  refledling  man  in  this  country,  to  cooii- 
der  moft  ferioufly  the  calamitous  condition  in  which  we  are,  to  dcvife 
every  means  in  his  power  to  produce  a  fpeedy  peace,  and  do  every 
thing  that  could  fairly  be  done  to  prevent  the  conducing  of  this  war 
on  our  prefent  moft  ralh  and  mad  fyftem  of  Continental  allianoe* 
Thefe  were  the  obfervations  which  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  make,— 
The  fituatiOn  of  this  country  was  fuch,  thaf  taxes,  however  feverdy 
felt,  and  fevere  indeed  they  were,  muft  be  fubmitted  to ;  but  he 
could  not  help  repeating,  that  although  he  did  not  oppofcthem^ 
the  Emperor's  loan  was  made  upon  terms  which,  for  the  prefent,. 
appeared  to  be  againft  the  Emperor,  but  the  refult,  he  verily  bdicvci 
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would  be  that  the  burden  would  at  a  future  time  Tall  with  ten  fold 
weight  upon  us.     Having  faid  this,  and  having  already  intimated ' 
that  he  (hould  not  oppofe  the  propofitions  of  the  Minifter  to-night, 
he  had  nothing  farther  to  add  upon  this  fubjed; 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  having  already  troubled  the 
Houfe  fo  much  at  length,  he  (hould  now  confine  himfelf  to  the  ex- 
planation of  one  or  two  points.  ^  The  fubjcft  of  the  Auflrian  loan 
was  not  fairly  before  the  Houfe  ;  it  was,  however,  clearly  under- 
flood  that  every  fubfcriber  to  our  loan  was  conditionally^  to  fubfcribc 
to  it.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  he  had  not 
dated  from  what  the  bonus  of  the  fubfcribers  was  to  arifc.  It  was 
to  arife  from  the  Auftrian  loan,  if  it  took  place.  He  had  not  con- 
fidered  it  as  the  proper  time  to  difcufs  the  terms  of  the  loan,  till 
thefe  were  formally  brought  before  the  Houfe  by  an  intimation  from 
His  Majefty.  He  had,  however,  no  objcdtion  to  mention  the 
terms,  for  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  :  For 
every  i  ool.  advanced,  the  fubfcriber  was  to  have  five  fixths  in  the 
3  per  cents,  and  an  annuity  of  5I.  for  25  years.  When  intereft 
was  at  5  per  cent,  an  annuity  for  25  years  was  valued  at  14  years 
purchafe ;  it  might  fdl  for  1 3  years  purchafe,  and  in  the  prefent 
infiance  was  therefore  only  rated  at  ten. — The  fubfcribers  to  the 
loan  to  the  Emperor,  had,  upon  the  whole,  the  advantage  of  about 
6  per  cent,  and  it  would  remain  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
to  try,  whether  upon  his  own  calculations,  he  could  perfuade  them 
to  advance  the  fum  at  3.  The  circumftance  of  borrowing  24  mil- 
licms  made  the  terms  much  worfe  to  the  country  than  if  we  had  only 
borrowed  18.  It  was  fair,  therefore,  that  we  fhould  fo  arrange  the 
terms  of  the  re!fpe(3ive  loans  as  might  fecure  to  ourfelves  a  compen^- 
fation  for  the  difad vantage  we  fuftained. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  that  he  could  point  out  to  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  a  mode  of  faving  three  or  four  millions  to  the  coun- 
try ;  and,  if  he  could  do  fo,  it  ought  to  be  adopted.  The  conduiSk 
of 'the  Minifter  himfelf  had  pointed  out  to  him  the  method.  He 
had  come  to  an  agreement  with  the  holders  of  navy  bills  to  fund 
their  demands  at  5  per  cent.  If  the  fame  mode  were  adopted  with 
the  6  millions  to  the  Emperor,  3  millions  at  leaft  would  be  faved 
to  the  country.  The  intereft  of  6  millions,  at  5  per  cent,  would 
be  300,0001.  whereas  as  the  terms  ftood  now  with  the  long  annui- 
ties, the  intereft  was  450,000!.  One  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  would  be  faved,  which,  in  25  years,  would  pay  off  the 
whole  amount  of  the  loan ;  and  .at  prefent,  though  the  annuities 
would  expire  in  25  years,  yet  a  confiderable  fum  would  remain  to 
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be  cleared.    In  every  point  of  view  he  thought  the  loan  to  the  Em- 
peror to  be  a  bankrupt  bargain. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  we  ought  to  have  made  the  fame  terms  for  the 
Emperor  as  for  ourfclves,  becaufe  the  bargain  might  be  eventually 
ours.  He  thought  that  the  only  fair  advantage  to  be  taken  wasi 
to  put  us  in  the  fame  ftate  as  if  we  had  not  guaranteed  the  loan  to 
the  Emperor.  He  wiflied  to  know  whether  the  Houfe  were  at  li- 
berty to  alter  the  terms  of  the  loan,  and  offer  others  whether  at 
5  per  cent,  or  any  other.  What  he  meant  by  the  three  millions 
to  be  favcd  by  the  Emperor,  was  not  that  it  coqld  be  f^vcd  in  the 
firft  inftance,  but  that  ultimately  it  might. — He  fuppdrted  Mr.  Huf- 
fey  in  what  he  had  advanced,  and  again  preffcd  on  the  Houfe  the 
abfurdity  of  giving  their  votes  for  the-  loan  to  the  Emperor j,  without 
knowing  the  terms. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  declared,  that  he  did  not  conceive  him-? 
felf  at  liberty  to  propofe  any  other  terms  to  the  fubfcribers  to  the 
loan,  than  the  alternative  he  had  already  ftated  to  the  Houfe.  He 
thought  it  a  curious  argument  to  fay,  that  we  ought  to  have  made 
the  fame  terms  for  the  Emperor  as  for  ourfelves,  when  the  confe- 
quence  would  be,  that  by  lowering  the  terms  of  the  Emperor's  loan, 
'  we  muft  have  raifed  thofe  of  our  own  ;  fo  that  a  certain  increafe  of 
buVden  would  have  been  made  with  refpedt  to  three- fourths  of  the 
loan,  in  order  to  fccure  a  poffible  advantage  in  one-fourth,  which 
might  eventually  fall  on  us.  He  contended,  that  the  calculations 
of  Mr.  Fox,  as  to  the  faving  of  three  millions^  and  of  Mr.  HuffeVi 
through  the  whole  of  his  argument,  were  erroneous,  becaufe  they 
had  not  confidered  the  difcount,  nor  examined  into  the  length  of  time 
their  plan  would  take,  and  the  value  of  an  annuity  of  fuch  a  period, 
which  he  conceived  to  be  the  only  fair  method  of  comparifon ;  and 
though  Mr.  Huffey  had  twice  afferted  that  the  prefent  was  a  bank- 
rupt bargain,  he  had  never  attempted  to  prove  his  affertion, 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  there  was  one  point  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  mentioned,  which  he  muft  beg  leave  to  take  notice 
of.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  -that  he  (Mr.  Fox) 
bad  anfwercd  for  himfelf,  that  he  believed  we  (hould  have  the  Em- 
peror's loan  to  make  good,  and  he  had  alfo  affumed  that  every  body 
^Ife  thought  fo  likewife  ;  now  he  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  an  equal  right  to 
aflume  the  contrary.  Mr.  Fox  declared,  that  what  was  attributed 
0  him  as  affumption,  was,  in  his  dpinion,  an  indifputable  fid  j 
be  did  not  fpcak  from  fdrmife  or  from  hearfay  opinions  of  this  man^ 
pr  the  other,  but  from  the  plain  and  open  declarations  of  all  the 
monied  men  in  Europe,  who  had  every  one  in  their  turps  (poke 
♦he  fame  language  in  the  ftrongeft  tenns.     The  Empexor  had  cs\r 
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deavoured  to  borrow  money  in  every  tountry  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe,  and  the  monied  mer\  had  refufed  to  lend  it  on  the  Emp«- 
iDr's  own  fecurity.  He  had  attempted  to  borrow  money  on  his  own 
fecurity  in  this  country,  and  the  monied  men  had  refufed  to  lend. 
No  fooner  did  the  Minifter  hold  forth  that  the  Parliament  of  En- 
gland would  guarantee  the  loan  to  the  Empercfr,  than  the  moriied 
men  immediately  came  forward  to  fill  the  loan  ;  this  was  fpeaking 
in  broad  terms,  that  they  would  not  truft  the  Emperor,  becaufe 
they  did  nbt  believe  he  would  pay  them,  but  as  the  Parliament 
Would  agree  to  guarantee  the  payment,  they  would  fend  their  mo- 
ney, f  Certainly,  therefore,  they  faid,  in  fo  many  words,  they  ex- 
pefted  the  Parliament  would,  in  the  end,  be  their  paymafters.  He 
fupported  the  argument  of  his  honourable  friend,  (Mr.  Huffey)*  and 
maintained  that  he  wasr  right  in  his  affertion,  that  an  annuity  of 
450,0001.  regularly  paid  by  the  Bank  of  England  would  annihilate 
the  debt  of  fix  millions  advanced  to  the  Emperor  within,  five  and 
twenty  years. 

'  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  replied  to  the  firft  part,  that  the  monied 
men  having  refufed  to  lend  the  money  without  the  guaranty  of  Por- 
liament,  was  by  no  means  a  conclufive  argument  that  they  expedted 
the  payment  would  ultimately  fall  upon  this  country.  It  only 
went  to  fhew  that  they  thought  there  was  a  rifk  in  the  bufinefs,  and 
that  they  wiflied  to  have  the  beft  poflible  fecurity,  but  did  not  go 
the  length  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman,  for  his  own  purpofe 
in  argument,  extended  it. 

Mr.  BUXTON  faid,  he  did  not  wi(h  to  go  into  the  matter  of 
the  Auftrian  loan  at  prefent,  and  would  therefore  content  himfelf  . 
with  art  obfervation  or  two,  on  what  had  fallen  from  Members  wfth 
regard  to  fome  of  the  taxes.  For  his  own  part,  he  could*  have 
wiftied  that  the  tax  on  hair-powder,  by  the  licence  required  to  be 
taken  out  in  order  to  be  entitled  to  wear  it — he  could  wi(h  that  it  ^ 
were  made  a  perpetual  tax.  Some  years  ago  a  confiderabFe  quan- 
tity of- wheat  was  exported  from  this  country,  which  brought  a  pro- 
portionate quantity  of  riches  into  it;  for  many  years  this  pradlice 
had  failed,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  landholders  and  farmers.  As 
it  was  afferted,  and  with  great  -appearance  of  truth,  that  immenfe 
quantities  of  wheat  were  confumed  in  hair-powder,  he  wiftied  that 
the  licence-  might  be  made  fuch  as  to  amount  to  a  prohibition  of 
Wearing  it,  if  by  that  means  the  export  of  wheat  might  again  take 
place,  or  a  fcarcity  at  home  be  avoideci. 

With  refped  to  the  meafure' of  regulating  the  franking  of  letters^ 
he  approved  it  very  much  ;  but  he  thought  it  would-refle^  infinitely 
liigher  honour  on  that  Houfe,  and  give  faj  more  extejifive  fatisfac- 
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tion  to  the  people  at  large,  if  the  praflice  was  altogether  aboliftied. 
A  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  had  taken  particular  no- 
tice of  the  great  diftrefs  brought  on  the  manufaSurers  of  Norwich 
by  the  war.  He  believed  the  diftrefs  of  thefe  miferable  people  was 
as  great  ,as  it  was  reprefented  to  be,  but  did  not  think  it  was  by  any 
means  to  be  wholly  imputed  to  the  war ;  the  mnnufaftures  of  that 
place  had  been  greatly  injured  before  the  war,  owing  to  having 
fallen  intodifufe  by  the.  people  of  this  country;  the  Mancheftcr 
manufaflures  had  obtained  a  preference,  which  had  hurt  thofe  of 
Norwich  very  much  ;  but  he  thought  the  cdift  of  the  Emprdi  of 
Ruflia  had  done  them  more  injury  than  all  the  reft. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  wifhed  to  know  whether  die  Minifter  wasfo 
engaged,  that  he  could  not,  without  breach  of  agreement,  n^ 
ciate  the  Imperial  loan  with  other  parties,  and  on  other  tcnns,  than 
thofe  which  he  had  ftated  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  the  loan  in  queftion  might  or  might 
not  not  take  place ;  but  if  the  Houfe  fhould  agree  to  fuch  amca- 
fure,  he  could  fubmit  no  other  terms  than  thofe  entered  into  with 
the  parties  with  whom  he  made  a  provifional  agreement. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BARING  exprcffed  his  alarm  at  the  magnitude 
of  the  fum  to  be  raifed,  in  proportion  to  what  had  been  dated  to 
be  the  whole  amount  of  the  export  trade  of  the  country,  Rcfpcfl- 
ing  the  taxes  on  wine,  fpirits,  and  tea,  he  approved  them  fo  for  as  | 
they  could  be  made  produdive.  As  to  the  two  laft,  he  thought  it 
was  worthy  the  confidpration  of  a  financier,  to  take  care  that  he  did 
not  draw  the  line  too  tight ;  for  if  he  did,  he  was  afraid  that  he 
would  again  occafion  the  revival  of  that  baneful,  illicit  trade,  fmug- 
gling.  * 

Mr.  MAURICE  ROBINSON  faid,  that  he  faw  no  reafon 
why  we  (hould  give  to  the  Emperor  a  loan  of  fix  millions,  if  we 
bad  ground  to  think  that  he  would  be  fatisficd  with  four. 

The  other  refolutions  were  then  rtad  and  agreed  to. 

The  Houfe  was  refumed,  and  the  Report  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  EAST  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the 
removal  rf  poor  perfons,  before  they  became  adlually  chaigcaUci 
which,  after  a  few  words  from  Sir  William  Young  and  Mr.  Jfll- 
liffe,  was  granted. 

Mr.  WALLACE  moved,  "  That  Sir  Edward  Knatcbbull  be  ' 
added  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  fignatuw 
of  a  petition  from  Carlifle." 

Mr.  FOX  obferved,  that  be  had  no  otyctftion  to  the  name  of  At 
worthy  Baronet  being  added  to  the  Committee  ;  but  dxH^tbe 
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motion  might  as  well  be  deferred  until  the  gentlemen  who  took  the 
part  of  prefenting  and  feconding  the  petition,  appeared  in  the. 
Houfe. 

Colonel  MAITLAND  was  of  the  fame  opinion. 

Mr.  WALLACE  faid  a  few  words  in  favour  of  the  motion, 
which  was  put  and  carried. 

Colonel  MAITLAND  then  moved,  "  That  Mr.  Lambton  be 
added  to  the  fame  Committee."     Ordered. 

Mr.  WALLACE  was  about  to  propofe  to  add  another  Member 
to  the  Conunittee. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  believed  he  fhould  fave,  fome 
time  to  the  Houfe  ;  he  moved,  "  That  all  have  voices  that  attend 
the  faid  Committee."     Ordered. 

'  Mr.  HOBART  brought  up  the  Refolutions  which  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  had  direfted  him  to  report  to  th(i 
Houfe  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  table,  where  the  fame  were  read,  and  are  as  follow,  viz. 

Refolved, 
That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That,  towards  raifing;  the 
fupply  granted  to  His  Majefty,  the  i'um  of  eighteen  millions  be  raifed  by 
annuities,  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  fay  :  That  every  contributor 
to  the  faid  fum  of  eighteen  millions  (hall,  for  every  lool.  contributed 
and  paid,  be  entitled  to  the  principal  fum  of  lool.  in  annuities,  after  the 
rate  of  3!.  per  centum,  to  commence  from  the  5th  day  of  January,  1795, 
^  and  to  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joint  ftock  with,  the  3I.  per  centum 
annuities,' con folidated  by  the  a6ts  of  the  25th,  28rh,  29th,  32d,  and 
33d  years  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majefly  King  Gccrge  the  Second,  and 
by  fcveral  fubfequent  a^ls,  and  to  be  payable  and  transferrable  at  the  Bank 
ot  England,  at  the  fame  time,  and  m  tiie  fame  manner,  and  f«bje6t  to 
the  like  redemption  by  Parliament,  as  the  faid  3I.  per  centum  c'onfolidated 
annuities  are  payable  and  transferrable  there  :  Thar  every  contributor 
(hull  alfo  be  entitled  to  the  farther  principal  fum  of  33I,'  6s.  8d.'  in  an- 
nuities, after  the  rate  of  4I.  per  centum,  to  commence  from  the  loth 
day  of  06tober,  1794.,  and  to  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joint  ftock  with, 
certain  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  4I.  per  centum^  which  were  confoii- 
datcd  by  the  a6ts  of  the  20th,  21II,  22d,  23d,  and- 34th  years  of  the 
-reign  of  his  prefent  Majcfty,  and  to  be  payable  and  transferrable  at  the 
Bank  of  England,  at  the  fame  time,  and  in  the  fame  manner,  and  fub- 
jc6t  to  the  like  redemption  by  Parliament,  as  the  faid  4!,  per  centum  con- 
folidatcd  annuities  are  payable  and  transferrable  there  :  That  every  fucl\ 
contributor  lliall  likevvifc  be  entitled  to  an  annuity  of  eight  (hillings  and 
fixpence  per  centum,  to  commence  from  the  lOth  day  olF  0(5t6ber,  1794, 
and  to  continue  for  the  term  of  fixty-five  years  and  a  quarter,  and  thtu 
to  ceafe,  over  and  above  the  principal  fums  of  lOol.  after  the  rate  of  3I. 
per  centum  per  annum,  and  33I.  6s.  8d.  after  the  rate  of  4I.  per  centum 
per  annum,  in  rcfpe6l  of  every  lOol.  to  be  contributed  and  paid  towards 
raifing  the  faid  fum  of  eighteen  millions,  which  annuity  of  eight  lliil* 
lings  and  fixpence  pel-  centum,  fo  to  continue  fop. iixty-five  years  and  a 
quarteri'  fliall  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joint  Hock  with,  certain  anuuLk. 
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tics  payable  at  the  Bank  of  England,  which  were  granted  for  the  feveral 
terti»  of  ninety-nine,  ninety-eight,  eighty,  fevcnty -eight,  feventy-feren 
years,  fevcnty-fivc  years  and  a  half,  'fixty-nine  years  and  a  quarter,  and 
fixty-iix  years  and  a  (quarter,  and  were,  by  the  adls  of  the  4th,  20th, 
and  2 id  years  of  the  ;-cigaof  his  prefent  Majefty,  and  by  feveral  fubfc- 
quent  a£ts,  confolidated,  and  made  one  joint  flock  of  annuities,  and  fhall 
l>e  paid,  payable,  and  transferrable,  at  the  fame  time,  and  in  the  fame 
manner,  as  the  faid  annuities,  fo  confolidated  by  the  a6ls  of  the  4th,  aoth, 
and  2 2d  years  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefly,  are  payable  and  trans- 
ferrable at  the  faid  Bank  of  England  :  That  the  feveral  annuities,  after 
the  rate  of  5I.  per  centum,  4I,  per  centum,  and  eight  iliillings  and  fix* 
pence  per  centum,  fo  to  be  payable  as  aforcfaid,  (hall  be  charged,  and 
chargeable  upon,  and  payable  out  of,  the  Confolidated  Fund  :  That 
every  contributor  fhall,  on  or  before  the  27th  day  of  thi*  inllant  Febru- 
ary, makea  depofit  of'iol.  per  centum  on  fuch  fum  as  he  or  flie  fliall 
chufe  tofubfcnbe  towards  raifing  the  faid  fum  of  eighteen  millions,  with 
the  Chief  Calhier  or  Cafliiers  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  as  a  fecurity  for  making  the  future  payments  on  or 
before  the  days  or  times  hereinafter  mentioned  :  that  is  to  fay, 
.  lol.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  i7th.day  of  April  next. 

lol.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  12th  day  of  June  next. 

lol.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  17th  day  of  July  next, 

1 5I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  28th  day  of  Auguft  next. 

15L  per  centum  on  or  befo/e  the  23d  day  of  06lober  next. 

1 5I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  2 7th. day  of  November  next. 

15I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  i  ^th  day  of  January,  1 796. 

That  all  the  monies,  fo  to  be  received  by  the  faid  Caihier  or  Cafiiiers 
of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  (hall  be  paid 
into  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  to  be  applied,  from  time  to  time,  to 
fuch  ferviccs  as  (hall  then  have  been  voted  by  this  Houfe,  in  this  (effion 
of  Parliament ;  That  every  contributor,  who  fiiall  pay  in  the  whole  of 
his  or  her  contribution  money,  towards  the  faid  fum  of  eighteen  millions, 
at  any  time  on  or  before  the  20th  day  of  March,  1 795,  fliall  be  allowed 
an  intereft,  by  way  of  difcount,  after  the  rate  of  3I.  per  centum  per  an- 
num on  the  fum  fo  completi^ng  his  or  her  contribution  refpedively,  to  be 
cofhputed  from  the  23d  day  of  January,  179S,  to  the  15th  day  of  Janu* 
ary,  1796  ;  and  that  every  contributor,  who  fliall  pay  in  the  whole  of 
his  or  her  contribution  money  as  aforefaid,  at  any  time  fubfequent  to 
the  20th  day  of  March,  779^  and  previous  to  the  27th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1 79 St  flwll  be  allowed  a  like  interefl,  by  way  ofdifcountyafter  the 
rate  of  3I.  per  centum  per  annum  on  the  fum  fo  completing  his  or  .her 
contribution  refpedively,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  completing 
the  fame  to  the  ^jth  day  of  January,  1796  :  That  every  coatributor  to- 
wards railing  the  faid  fum  of  eighteen  millions  fliall,  in  proportion  to 
every  lool.  fo  contributed  and  paid,  be  at  liberty  to  pontribute  the  fum 
of  thirty-three  pounds  fix  ftiillings  and  eight  pence  to  any  loan,  not  ex- 
ceeding fix  millions  flerling,  forthe  ferviee  of  the  Emperor,  which  Ihap 
be  made  under  the  guarantee  of  Parliament,  for  the  payment  of  the  di- 
vidends thcreOpon,  by  virtue  of  any  ad  to  be  pafled  in  the  prefent  feffion 
-of, Parliament :  that,  in  cafe  pro vi (ion  fliall  not  be  made  by  any  aft  to 
be  pafled  in  the  prefent  ieflion  of  Parliament,  for  fuch  guarantee,  of  the 
payment  of  the  dividends  on  a  loan  for  the  ferviee  of  the  Emperor,  evcrf 
contributor  to  the  faid  fum  of  eighteen  millions  fliall,  Jor  every  xool. 
contributed  andj^aid,  be  entitle4  to  a  farther  annuity  of  fourfliiUinppcf 
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centum,  to  commence  from  the  lothday  of  Odobcr,  1794,  and  to  con- 
tinue for  the  term  of  fixty-five  years  and  a  quarter,  and  then  to  ccafc, 
which  (hall  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joint  ftock  with,  the  annuity  of 
eight  (hillings  and  lixpence  herein  before  mentioned  :  That,  in  cafe  pro* 
vilion  (hall  be  made,  by  any  ad  to  be  palTed  in  the  prcfent  feifion  of  Par- 
liament, for  luch  guarantee  for  the  payment  of.the  dividends  on  the  loan 
for  the  fervice  of  the  Emperor  to  an  amount  lefs  than  fix  millions  (lerling, 
every  contributor  to  the  laid  loan  of  eighteen  millions  (hall  be  entitled  to 
a  farther  annuity,  on  every  lool.  fo  contributed  to  the  faid  loan  of  eighteen 
millions,  in  the  proportion  of  fixpence  per  centum  for  every  fcvcn  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thouland  pounds  flerlingby  which  fuch  loan  flwllfall  flioit 
©f-the  faid  fum  of  fix  millions  fterling,  and  (hall  alfo  be  at  liberty  to  con. 
tribute  to  fuch  loan  for  the  fervice  of  the  Emperor  a  fum  which  fliall 
bear  the  fame  proportion  to  every  one  hundred  pounds  contributed  by 
fuch  contributor  10  the  faid  loan  of  eighteen  millipns,  as  the  whole 
amount  of  fuch  loan  for  the  fervice  of  the  Emperor  (hall  bear  to  the  faid 
fum  of  eighteen  millions. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  twenty  pounds  be  charged  for  every  ton  of 
Portugal  or  Madeira  wine,  and  wine  of  the  produce  of  Spain,  or  of  any 
of  the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Spain,  which  (liall  be  imported  into 
Qreat  Britain,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity,  and 
for  which  all  the  duties  payable  thereon  (hall  not  be  paid  on  or  before  the 
^3d  day  of  FeiDruary,   1795. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  thirty  "pounds  be  charged  for  every  ton  of 
ajl  other  wine,  which  (liall  be  imported  into  Great  Britain,  and  fo  in 
proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity,  and  for  which  all  the  duties 
payable  thereon  (hall  not  be  paid  on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  February, 

That  an  additional  duty  of  twenty  pounds  be  charged  for  every  ton  of 
Portugal  or  Madeira,  wine,  and  wine  of  the  produce  of  Spain,  or  of  any 
of  the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Spain,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater 
0r  lefs  quantity,  which,  after  the  23d  day  of  February,  1795,  (hall  be 
in  the  ftock,  cuftody,  or  poffeflion,  of  any  dealer  or  dealers  in,  or  feller 
pr  fellers  of,  foreign  wine. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  thirty  pounds 'be  charged  for  every  ton 
of  all  other  foreign  wine,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs 
quantity,  which,  after  the  23d  day  of  February,  1795,  (liall  be  in  the 
frock,  cuftody,  or  poiTtflion,  of  any  dealer  or  dealers  in,  or  feller  or  feK 
lets  of,  foreign  v»  inc. 

'  That  a  drawback  of  twenty  pounds  per  ton  be  granted  Upon  the  expor- 
tation of  Portugal  and  Madeira  wine,  and  wine  of  the  produce  of  Spain, 
or  of  any  of  the  doaiinions  of  the  King  of  Spain,  imported  into  Great 
Britain,  and  exported  to  any  place  beyopd  the  feas  as  merchandize. 

That  a  drawback  of  thirty  pounds  per  ton  be  granted  upon  the  c?-» 
portation  of  all  other  foreign'wine  imported  into  Great  Britain,  and  ex- 
ported to  any  place  beyond  the  fcas  as  merchandi?:e« 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  an  additional  duty  .of 
ten  pence  be  laid  upon  every  gallon  of  fmgle  brandy  imported  into  Great 
Britain,  and  for  which  all  the  duties  payable  thereon  (hall  not  be  paid 
pn  or  before  the  23d  day  of  February  1795. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  (hilling  and  eight  pence  be  laici  upon 
every  gallon  of  brandy,  abpve  proof,  imported  into  Great  Britain,  and 
for  which  all  the  duties  payable  thereon  (hall  not  be  paid  on  or  before 
^he  23d  day  (rf  February  179^, 
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That  an  additional  duty  of  eight  pence  be  laid  upon  every  gallon  of 
ram>  fpirits,  or  Aqua  Vitse,  of  the  produce  of  the  BritiCh  colonics  or 
plantations,  imported  into  Great  Britain,  and  for  which  all  the  duties 
payable  thereon  fhall  not  be  paid  on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  February 

I79J-  ..  .   .    / 

That  ah  additional  duty  of  one  fliilling  and  four  pence  be  laid  upon 
every  gallon  of  rum,  fpirits,  or  Aqua  Vita?,  above  proof,  of  the  produce 
of  the  Britifli  colonies  or  plantations,  imported  into  Great  Britain,  and 
for  which  all  the  duties  payable  thereon  fliall  not  be  paid  on  or  before 
the  23d  day  of  February  1795. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  eight  pence  be  charged  upon  every  gallon 
of  rum  or  fpirits,  of  the  produce  of  the  Britifli  plantations,  which,  on 
the  23d  day  of  February  1795,  fliall  be  in  any  warehoufe  in  which  the 
fame  fliall  have  been  put  fubjed  and  according  to  the  rules,  regulations, 
reilridtions,  and  provifions,  CQntained  and  provided  in  an  a£t  of  Parlia-* 
ment,  made  in  the  1 5th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George 
the  Second,  concerning  the  landing  of  rum  or  fpirits,  of  the  Britifli  fu- 
jar  plantations,  before  payment  of  the  duties  of  excife  and  lodging  the 
'ame  in  warehoufes,  and  which  fliall,  from  and  after  the  faid  23d  day 
of  February,  be  delivered  out  of  any  fuch  warehoufe  or  warehoufes  rc- 
lpe6tivcly,  for  home  confumption,  except  fuch  rum  or  fpirits  for  which 
all  the  duties  due  and  payable  thereon  fliall  have  been  paid  on  or  before 
the  faid  23d  day  of  February. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  fliilling  and  four  pence  be  charged  upon 
every  gallon  of  rum  or  fpirits,  over  proof,  of  the  produce  of  the  Britifli 
plantations,  which,  on  the  faid  23d  day  of  February  1795  fliall  be  in 
any  fuch  warehoufe,  and  which  fliall,  from  and  after  the  faid  23d  day 
of  February,  be  delivered  out  of  any  fuch  warehoufe  for  home  confump* 
tion,  except  fuch  rum  or  fpirits  for  which  all  the  duties  payable  thereon 
fliall  have  been  paid  on  or  before  the  faid  23d  day  of  February  1795- 

That  an  additional  duty  of  ten  pence  b,e  laid  upon  every  gallon  of  fin» 
gle  fpirits,  or  Aqua  Vitae  (other  than  fuch  brandy,  rum,  or  fpirits,  as 
aforefaid)  imported  into  Great  Britain,  and  for  which  all  the  duties  pay- 
able thereon  fliall  not' be  paid  on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  February  1795. 
That  an  additional  duty  of  one  fhilling  and  eight  pence  be  laid  upon 
every  gallon  of  fpirits,  or  AquaVitae  (other  than  fuch  brandy,  rum,  or 
fpirits,  as  aforefaid)  above  proof,  imported  into  Great  Britain,  and  for 
whicb  all  the  duties  payable  thereon  fliall  not  be  paid  on  or  before  the 
23d  day  of  February  1795. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  penny  be  laid  upon  every  gallon  of 
fermented  wort  or  wafli  whicli  fliall  be  brev^ed  or  made  in  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  called  England,  for  extradUng  fpirits,  for  home  confump- 
tion, from  any  malt,  corn,  grain,  or  tilts,  or  any  mixture  with  the  fame, 
and  which  fliall  not  be  adually  diflilled  into  fpirits  on  or  before  the  23d 
day  of  February  1795. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  penny  be  laid  upon  every  gallon  of  cy- 
der or  perry,  or  any  other  wafli  or  liquor,  which  fliall  be  brewed  or  made 
in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  from  any  fort  or  kind  of 
Britifli  materials  (except  fuch  as  are  berore  mentioned)  or  from  any  raix» 
ture  therewith,  for  extra6ting  fpirits  for  home  confumption,  and  whick 
fliall  not  be  adually  diflilled  into  fpirits  on  or  before  the  z^d  day  of  Fe» 
bruary  1795. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  penny  half-penny  be  laid  upon  every 
gallon  of  fermented  wort  or  waflj,  which  fliall  be  brewed  or  maae,  ia  that 
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part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  from  melafles  or  fugar*  or  any 
mixture  therewith,  for  extrafting  fpirits  for  ^  home  confumption,  artd 
which  fiiall  not  be  actually  diililled  into  fpirits  on  or  before  the  23d  day 
of  February  1 7^5, 

That  an  additional  duty  of  two  pence  be  laid^upon  every  gallon  of  wafh, 
which  (hall  be  brewed  or  made,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  £n* 
gland,  from  foreign  refufed  wiac,  or  foreign  cyder  or  wa(h  prepared  from 
R>reign  materials  except  melaffes  and  fugar,  or  any  mixture  therewith, 
for  extra'^ing  fpirits  for  home  confumption,  and  which  ihall  not  bt  ai^- 
ally  diflilled  into  fpints  on  or  before  the  i^d  day  of  February  i'^9$. 

That  an  additional  duty  at,  and  after  the'  rate  ofy  tWo  lliillings  and 
eight  petice  three  fartliings,  belaid  upon  every  ninety-fix  gallons  of  walh,* 
which  Si|:  William  Bifliop,  Argies  Biihop,  and  George  Bifliop,  or  the 
fiirvivor  or  furvivors  of  th^,  Ihall  produce  frdm  a  Weight  of  malt  6r 
other  corn,  including  the  bran  thereof,  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
and  twelve  pounds,  and  Which  fhall  not  be  actually  <lii}i lied  into  fpirits 
on  oc  before  the  a  3d  day  of  February  1791s- 

That  an  additional  duty  of  eleven  fljillings  and  fcvcn  pence  farthing 
be  charged  for  every  barrd  of  liquor  which  (hall  be  made  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, for  fale,  by  infufian,  fermentation,  or  otherwifc,  from  fruit  6r 
•fugat,  or  from  fruit  or  fugar  mixed  with  any  other  ingredients  or  materi* 
als  whatfoever,  commonly  called  fweets,  or  called  or  diiHnguilhed  by  the 
name  of  made  wines, and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity • 
That  an  additional  duty  oi  feven  pounds  ten  flitUings  per  centum  be 
laid  i!ipon  all  tea  which  (hall  be  fold  in  Great  Britain  by  the  united  com* 
pany  of  merchants  of  England:  tradiftg  to -the  Eall  I4idie8,  to  be  computed 
upon  the grofs prices  at  which  fucheea fhall  be  fold. 

That  a  drawback  of  the  duty  be  granted  iijK>n  the  expdrtation  of  all 
.Aich  tea,  fold-  by  the  faid  united  company,  and  exported  to  any  place 
where  a  drawback  of  the  duty  on  tea  is  rfow  allowed  by  law. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  fix  pence  half-penny  be  charged  for  every 
pound  weight  avoirdupoife  of  cocoa  nuts,  of  the  growth  or  produce  of 
any  Briti(h  colony  or  plantation  in  America,  imported  into  Great  Britain, 
and  which  ihall  be  delivered  out  of  th^  warehoufe  in' which  the  fame  fhall 
have  been  lodged,  under  the  care  and  cuftody  of  the  proper  officers  for 
fecuring  the  duties  payable  thereon  for  home  confumption,  and  fo  in  pro- 
portion for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity,  and  for  which  all  the  duties  pay* 
able  thereon  Qiall  not  be  paid  on  or  before  the  13d  day  of  February  1795^ 
That  an  addirional  duty  of  one  fhilltng  and  eight  pence  be  charged 
for  every  pound  weigh*  avoirdupoife  of  cocoa  nuts,  of  the  growth  at 
produce  of  any  other  place,  imj)orted  into  Great  Britain,  and  which  fhall 
be  delivered  out  of  the  warehoufe  in  which  the  fame  Ihall  have  been  lodged 
under  the  care  and  cuilody  of  the  proper  officers  for  fecuring  the  duties' 
payable  thereon  for  home  confumption,  and  fo  ih  proportion  for  any 
greater  or  leis  quantity,  and  for  which  all  the  duties  payable  thereon  fhall 
not  be  paid  on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  February  1 795. 
.   That  an  additional  duty  of  fix  pence  half-penny  be  charged  for  every 

g>und  weight  avoirdupoife  of  coffee,  of  the  growth  or  produce  of  any* 
ritifli  colony  or  plantation  in  America,  imported  .into  Great  Britain, 
and  which  (kail  be  delivered  out  of  the  warehoufe  in  which  the  fame  (hall 
have-  been  lodged  under  the  care  and  cuflpdy  of  the  proper  officers  for 
fecuring  the  duties  payable  thereon  for  home  confumption,  and  fo  in' 
proportion  for  any  greater  or  lefs  quantity,  and  for  which  all  the  duties 
payable  thcregn  lliall  not  be  paid  on  or  before  the  S3d  day  of  February' 
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That  an  additional  duty  of  one  (hilling  and  eight  peoc«  be  cliargcd 
for  every  pound  weight  avoirdupoife  of  coffee,  of  the  growth  or  produce 
of  any  other  place,  imported  into  Great  Britain,  and  which  (hall  be  dc- 
livcred  out  of  the  warehoufe  in  which  the  fame  (hall  have  been  lodged 
under  the- care  and  cuflody  of  the  proper  officers  for  fecuring  the  duties 
payable  thereon  for  home  confumption,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any 
greater  or  Icfs  quantity,  and  for  which  all  the  duties  payable  thercoa 
mall  not  be  paid  on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  February  1 795. 

That  an  additional  drawback  of  five  pence  be  granted  upon  the  ex- 
portation of  chocolate,  which  (hall  be  made  in  Great  Britain,  of  cocoa 
nuts,  of  the  growth  or  produce  of  any  Briti(h  colony  or  plantation  iu 
America,  imported  into  Great  Britain. 

That  an  additional  drawback  of  one  (hilling  and  four  pence  be  granted 
vpon  the  exportation  ©f  chocolate,  which  (liall  be  made  m  Great  Britain, 
of  cocoa  nuts,  of  the  growth  or  produce  |^f  any  other  place,  imported 
into  Great  Britain, 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  (hilling  and  fourpence  be  charged  upon 
every  one  hundred  weight  of  rai fins'  of  the  fun  imported  into  this  king- 
dom. 

That  a  drawback  of  one  (liilling  and  four  pence  be  allowed  uponcvcry 
one  hundred  weight  of  raifms  of  thcTun  exported  from  this  kingdom. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  feren  pence  be  charged  upon  every  one 
•hundred  weight  of  Smyrna  raifms  imported  iqto  this  kingdom. 

That  ^  drawback  of  feven  pence  be  allowed  upon  every  one  hundred 
weight  of  Smyrna  raifins  exported  frpm  this  kingdom. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  (liilling  and  four  pence  be  charged  vpoii 
every  one  hundred  weight  of  Lexia  raifins  imported  into  this  kingdom. 

That  a  drawback  of  one  (hilling  and  four  pence  be  allowed  upon  every 
one  hundred  weight  of  Lexia  raifina  exported  from  this  kingdom. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  oneiliilling  and  four  pence  be  charged  upon 
every  one  hundred  weight  of  Faro  raifina  imported  into  this  kingdom. 

That  a  drawback  of  one  (hilling  and  fourpence  be  allowed  upon  ercry 
0ne  hundred  weight  of  Faro  rs^ifio^  exported  from  this  kingdom. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  (hilling  and  one  penny  be  charged  up- 
on every  one  hundred  weight  of  Lipra,  or  Belvidere  raifins,  imported  into 
this  kingdom. 

That  a  drawbajcHof  one  (hilling  and  one  penny  be  allowed  uponevciy 
one  hundred  weight  of  Lipra,  or  Beividerc  railins,  exported  from  thit 
kingdom. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  .fiiiHing  and  three  pence  be  charged 
upon  every  one  hupdr?d  weight  of  Denia  railins,  a^d  ot  all  other  raifins 
not  otherwife  enumerated,  imported  into  this  kingdom.  ^ 

That  a  drawback  of  one  (hilling  and  three  pence  be  allowed  upon  every 
one  hundred  weight  of  Denia  raifins,  and  of  all  other  raifins  n6t  other. 
wife  enumerated,  exported  from  this  kingdom. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  two  (liiHings  and  three  pence  be  charged 
upon  every  one  thoufand  lemons  imported  into  this' kingdom. 

That  a  drawback  of  two  (Inllings  and  three  pence  be  allowed  upoa 
every  one  thoufand  lemons  exported  from  this  kingdom. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  two  flullings  and  three  pence  be  charged 
upon  every  one  ihouGind  oranges  imported  into  this  kingdom. 

That  a  drawback  of  two  (Inllings  and  three  pence  be  mllowed  upon 
every  one  thoufand  oranges  exported  from  this  kingdom. 
.  J^bat  an  additional  duty  of  eleven  pence  be  charged  upon  tYeryrr^Ok 

fallad  oil  imported  into  thi$  kingdom,  Goo^^ 
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That  a  drawback  of  eleven  pence  be  allowed  upon  every  gallon  offal*. 
lad  oil  exported  from  this  kingdom* 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  iliilling  and  two  pence  be  charged  upon 
every  pQund,  containing  Hzteen  ounces,  of  filk  knubs^  or  huiks  of  filk, 
imported  into  this  kingdom. 

That  a  drawback  of  one  fliilling  and  two  pence  be  allowed  upon  every 
pound,  containing  fixteen  ounces,  of  filk  knubs,  or  huiks  of  filk,  ex« 
ported  from  this  kingdom. 

That  the  duties  payable  on  wafte  filk  imported  into  this  kingdom,  do 
ceafe,  determine,  and  be  no  longer  paid. 

That  a  duty  of  one  fliilling  and  fix  pence  be  charged  upon  every 
pound,  containing  iixteen  ounces,  of  wafle  filk  imported  into  this  king- 
dom. 

That  a  drawback  of  one  fliilling  and  four  pence  be  allowed  upon  every 
pound*  conuining  fixteen  ounces,  of  wafle  filk  exported  from  this  king* 
oom. 

That  a  duty  of  one  penny  halfpenny  be  charged  upon  every  foot  fquare,, 
luperiiclal  meafure,  of  mahogany  imported  into  this  kingdom. 

That  a  drawback  of  one  penny  halfpenny  be  allowed  upon  every  foot 
jRpxtLre,  fuperficial  naeafure,  of  mahogany  expohed  from  this  kingdom. 

That  a  duty  of  five  pounds  be  charged  upon  every  ton,  containing 
^fwo  hundred  and  fifty-two  gallons,  of  ipermaceti  oil,  imported  into  thif 
kingdom. 

That  a  drawback  of  five  pounds  be  allowed  upon  every  ton,  contain- 
ing two  hundred  and  fifty  •two  gallons,  of  fpermaceti  oil*  exported  frosti 
this  kingdom. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  pound  fix  fliillings  and  fixpence  be 
charged  upon  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  balks,  being 
five  inches  fquare,  and  under  eight  inches  fquare,  or  if  twenty-four 
feet  in  length  or  upwards,  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  part  of 
Europe. 

That  a  drawback  of  one  pound  fix  (hillings  and  fixpence  be  allowed. 
upon  the  exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of 
balks,  being  five  inches  fquare^  and  under  eight  inches  fquare,  or  if 
twenty-four  feet  in  length  or  upwards,  having  been  imported  into  this 
kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe* 

That  an  additional  duty  of  ten  fliillings  and  eight  pence  be  charged 
upon  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcqre,  of  balks,  under  five  inches 
fquare,  and  under  twenty-fuur  feet  in  length,  imported  into  this  king- 
dom frorh  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  a  drawback  of  ten  ihillings  and  eight  pence  be  allowed  upon  tha 
exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  balks,  under 
five,  inches  fquare  and  under  twenty-four  feet  in  length,  having  been 
imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 
.  That  an  additional  duty  of  thirteen  fliillings  and  three  pence  be  charged 
upon  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  battens,  being  eight 
feet  in  length,  and  not  exceeding  twenty  feet  in  length,  not  above  feven 
.  inches  in  width,  and  not  exceeding;  two  inches  three  quarters  in  thick** 
nefs,  imported  into  this  kingdom  ^om  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  a  drawback  of  thirteen  fliillings  «nd  threepence  be  allowed  upon 
the  exponation  of  every  one  hupdred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  battens, 
being  eight  feet  in  length,  and  not  exceeding  twenty  feet  in  length,  not 
above  (even  inches  rn  width,  and  not  exceeding  two  inches  three  quar« 
etrs  in  thickuefs,  having  been  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  pare 
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That  an  additional  dutv  of  one  pound  fix  ihilHngs  and  fix  pence  bo 
charged  upon  every  one  bundredy  containing  fix  fcore,  of  battens,  ex- 
ceeding twenty  feet  in  length,  not  above  fevcn  inches  in  width,  or  if  ex- 
ceeding two  inches  three  ^uartars  in  thicknefs,  imported  into  this  kiog^'* 
dom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  a  drawback  of  one  pound  iix  fliillings  and  fix  pence  be  allowed 
upon  the  exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of 
battens,  exceeding  twenty  feet  in  length,  not  above  feren  inches^  i» 
width,  or  if  exceeding  two  inches  three  quarters  in  thicknefs,  haviog- 
been  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe.^ 

That  an  additional  duty  of  four  fhitlings  and  five  pence  be  charged 
upon  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcorc,  of  batten  ends,  under 
eight  feel  in  length,  not  abqve  feven  inches  tn  width,  and  not  cxceedin* 
two  inches  three  quarters  in  thickneis,  imponed  into  this  kingdom  front 
any  part  of  Europe. 

That  a  drawback  of  four  killings  and  five  pence  be  allowed  upc«  ^e 
exportation  of  evcrv  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  batten  ends^ 
under  eight  feet  in  length,  not  above  fevcn  inches  in  width,  and  not  ex* 
ceedine  two  inches  three  quartei-s  in  thicknefs,  kaiving  been  imported 
into  this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  an  aKlditionat  duty  c^  eight  fliillings  nnd  ten  pence  be  cbavged 
upon  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  batten  ends,  under 
e«ghr  feet  m  length,  not  above  feven  inches  in  widtk,  and  excecdiogtwe 
inches  three  quarters  in  thickneis,  imported  into  thia  kingdom  from  an/ 
part  of  Europe. 

That  a  drawback  of  eight  {hillings  and  ten  pence  be  allowed  npoB  the 
exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  batten  ends> 
under  eight  feet  in  length,  not  above  fevcn  inches  in  width,  and  exceed- 
ing two  mches  three  quarters  in  thicknefs,  having  been  inqxmed  into 
this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  pound  fix  {hillings  and  fix  pence  be 
charged  upon  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  beech  quarters, 
being  five  inches  Iquare,  and  under  eight  inches  fqoare^  or  if  twenty 
four  feet  in  length,  or  upwards,  imported  into  this  kinj^m  from  any 
yart  of  Europe.  % 

Thar  a  drawback  of  one  pound  fix  fiiitlings  and  fix  pence  be  allowed 
upon  the  exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of 
,K'ech  quarters,  being  four  inches  fquare,  and  under  eight  inches  f<)uare» 
OP  if  twenty-fburfeetin  length,  or  upwl^rds,  having  been  imported  int» 
this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  £urope. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  ten  fliillings  and  eight  pence  be  charged 
Upon  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  iM^ech  quarters,  under 
five  inches  fquare,  and  under  twenty*four  feet  ix  length,  imported  into 
this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  a  drawback  of  ten  {hillings  and  eight  pence  be  allowed  upon  the 
exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  Beech  quar- 
ters, under  five  inches  fquare,  and  un^er  twenty Hfour  feet  in  lengtfa, 
having  been  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Etfropc. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  two  pounds  nineteen  fliillings  andfixpence 
be  chaoiged  upon  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  dealt,  abofC 
fevcn  inches  in  width,  exceeding  twenty  feet  in  length,  and  not  exceed^ 
im  four  incites  in  thicknefs,  imported  mto  this  kingdom  from  any  part 
pf  Eumpe. 

That  a  drawback  of  two  pounds  nineteen  {hillings  and  fixpence  beil- 
lowed  upon  the  exportation  of  everyone  hundred,  containing  fix  fc«rtf 
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•  ofdealsy  above  feven  inches  in  width,  exceeding  twenty  fcct  in  ]en|;tht 
and  not  exceeding  four  inches  in  thicknefs^  havmg  been  imported  intQ 
this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Eirt*ope. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  five  pounds  and  nineteen  (hillings  be  charged 
npon  every  one  hundred,  contaming  fix  fcore,  of  deals,  above  feven 
xncbes  in  width,  exceeding  twenty  feet  in  length,  and  exceeding  four 
inches  in  thicknefs,  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe* 

That  a  drawback  of  five  pdunds  and  nineteen  Shillings  be  allowed  upoo 
the  exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  deals,  . 
above  feven  inches  in  width,  exceeding  twenty  feet  in  length,  and  ex- 

•  ceeding  four  inches  in  thicknefs^  having  been  imported  into  this  kingdom 
trom  any  part  of  E«ropc. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  poiind  fix  fliillings  and  fix  pence  be 
charged  upon  crery  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  deals,  above 
feven  inchet  in  width,  being  eight  feet  in  length,  and  not  above  twenty 
fcct  in  lengtl^,  and  not  exceeding  three  inches  one  quarter  in  thicknefs, 
imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Euroj>e. 

That  a  drawback  ot  one  pound  fix  (hillings  and  fix  jpencc  be  allowed 
vpon  the  exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containmg  fix  fcore,  of 
deals,  above  feven  inches  in  width,  being  eight  feet  in  length,  and  not 
above  twenty  feet  in  length,  and  not  exceeding  three  inches  one  quarter 
in  thickne(sy  having  been  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  part  of 
Europe. 

That  8HI  additional  duty  of  two  pounds  and  thirteen  (hillings  be  charged 
upon  e^^ery  pne  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  deals,  above  fevcti  in- 
ches in  width,  being  eight  feet  in  length,  and  not  above  twenty  feet  in 
length*  and  eiicteding  three  inches  one  quarter  in  thickncfs,  imported 
into  this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  a  drawback  of  two  pounds  and  thirteen  fliiUings  be  allowed  upoti 

the  exponatTon  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  {ix  fcore,  of  deals, 

above  feven  inches  in  width,  being  eight  feet  in  length,  and  not  abovQ 

'  twenty  feet  in  length,  and  exceeding  three  inches  one  quarter  in  thick* 

nefs,  having  been  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  an  additionaf  duty  of  eight  fliillings  and  ten  pence  be  charged 
upon  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  deal  ends,  above  ic- 
"ven  inches  in  width,  being  under  eight  feet  in  length,  and  not  exceed- 
ing three  inches  one  charter  in  thicknefs,  imported  into  this  kingdonfl 
from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  a  drawback  ofeight  finllings  and  ten  pence  be  allowed  upon  the- 
exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  deal  ends, 
above  (even  inches  m  width,  being  under  eight  feet  in  length,^  and  not 
exceeding  three  inches  one  quarter  in  thicknefs,  having  been  imported 
into  this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  an  additi<mal  duty  of  feventeen  fliillings  and  eight  pence  be 
charged  upon  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  deal  ends^ 
above  feven  inches  in  width,  being  under  eight  feet  in  length,  and  ex- 
ceeding three  inches  one  quarter  in  thicknefs,  imported  into  this  king*^ 
dom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  a  drawback  of  feventeen  fliilKngs  and  eight  pence  be  allowed* 
ttpon  the  exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,'  of 
deal  ends,  above  feven  inches  in  width,  being  under  eight  fcct  in  length, 
and  exceeding  three  inches  one  quarter  in  thicknefs,  having  been  im- 
ported into  this,  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  an  additionalduty  of  one  pound  fix  fliillings  and -fix  pence  be 
diarged  upon  every  one  hundred,  containing  iix  fcore,  ot  fir  qiiartcrg. 
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being  fire  idcIict  fquare,  and  under  eight  inches  fquarc,  or  if  twenty- 
four  feet  in  length  ur  upwards,  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any 
part  of  Europe. 

That  a  drawback  of  one  pound  (ix  fhillings  and  6x  pence  be  allowed 
tipon  the  exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of 
£r  quarters,  beipe  ^yc  inches  fquare,  and  under  eight  inches  fquare, 
brit  twenty -four  feet  in  length  or  upwards,  having  been  imported  into 
this  kingdom  fr^  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  ten  Aiillings  and  eight  pence  be  charged 
ypon  every  one  hundred^  containing  fix  fcore,  of  fir  quarters,  being 
iinder  five  inches  Iquare,  and  under  twenty-four  feet  in  length,  imported 
into  this  kingdom  froHfi  any  |)art  of  Europe. 

That  a  drawback  of  ten  iliilling^s  and  eight  pence  be  allowed  upon  the 
exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  fir  quarters, 
being  under  five  inches  fquare,  and  under  twenty*-four  feet  in  length, 
having  been  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  an  additional  Aity  of  three  fliillings  and  four  pence  be  charged 
upon  every  load,  containing  fifty  cubic  feet,  of  fir  timber,  and  timber 
of  all  other  forts  (except  oak  timber  and  timber  of  Ireland)  being  eigbt 
inches  fquare  or  upwards,  imported  into  this  kingdom  froni  any  part  of 
Europe. 

That  a  drawback  of  three  (hillings  and  four  pence  be  allowed  upon  the 
exportation  of  every  load,  containing  fifty  cubic  feet,  of  fir  timber,  and 
timber  of  all  other  forts  (except  oak  timber  and  timber  of  Ireland)  bcbg 
eight  inches  fquare  or  upwards,  having  been  imported  into  this  kingdoia 
from  any  part  of  Europe. 

•    That  the  duties  payable  on  mafts  being  twelve  inches  in  diameter  or 
upwards,  imported  into  this  kingdom,  do  ceafe,  deti^rmine,  and  be  no 
,  longer  paid. 

That  a  duty  of  ten  ihilUngs  for  every  load,  containing  Mty  cubic  kctf 
be  charged  upon  all  mails,  being  twelve  inches  in  diameter  or  upwardSf 
imported  into  this  kingdom  in  a  Britifli-built  fhip. 

That  a  duty  often  (hillings  and  fix  pence  for  every  load,  containing 
fifty  cubic  feet,  be  charged  upon  all  mads,  being  twelve  inches  indi«- 
meter  or  upwards,  imported  into  this  kingdom  in  a  foreign  (hip. 

That  a  drawback  of  nine  (liillings  and  eight  pence  be  allowed  upon 
every  load,  containing  §i{ty  cubic  feet,  of  mails,  being  twelve  inchc*  in 
diameter  or  upwards,  exported  from  this  kingdom. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  pound  fix  (liillings  and  fix  pence  be 
charged  upon  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  ufers,  bcw^ 
^yt  inches  fquare,  and  under  eight  inches  fquare,  or  if  twenty-four  feet 
in  length  or  upwards,  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  pan  of  Eu- 
rope- ,       .  , 

That  a  drawback  of  one  pound  fix  (liillings  and  fix  pence  be  allowed 
upon  the  exportation  of  every  one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of 
ufers,  being  five  inches  fqiiafe,  and  under  eight  inches  fquare?  orji 
twenty -four  feet  in  length  or  upwards,  having  been  imported  into  thii 
kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  a  duty  of  ten  (liillings  and  eight  pence  be  charged  upon  efciy 
one  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore,  of  ufers,  being  under  i^y^  iof^** 
ftjuare,  and  under  twenty-four  feet  in  length,  imported  into  this  lOBg' 
dom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  a  drawback  often  (hillings  and  eight  pence  be  allowed  upon  the 
ex;|)gnation  of  every  one  hundiei,  containing  fi.x  fcore,  of  ufc»i  ^^ 

„^tized  by  Google 


JL.  1795  DEBATES.  .  511 

under  five  inches  fquare,  and  under  twenty-four  feet  19  lengthy  havti^ 
'  been  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  any  part  of  Europe. 

That  a  duty  of  one  penny  be  charged  upon  every  buftel,  containing 
-  fixty^five  pounds  weight,  of  Britifh  rock  ialt  exported  from  this  king- 
dom. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  four  Aiillings  and  feven  pence  be.  charged 
upon  every  chalder  of  coals,  Newcaftlc  nieafure,  exported  from,  this 
kingdom  to  any  place  except  to  Ireland,  the  Ifle  of  Man,  any  Britifll 
colony  or  plantation  in  America,  or  to  the  United  States  of  America. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  one  (hilling  and  ten  pence  be  charged  upott 
every  ton  of  coals,  containing  twenty  hundred  weight,  exported  froth 
■  this  kingdom,  to  any  place,  except  to  Ireland,  the  Ifle  or  Man,  any 
Britifll  colony  er  plantation  in  America,  or  to  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica. 

That  for  every  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  br  fiicet,  or  piece  of 
paper,  upon  which  any  afiidavit  for  which  the  ftamp  duty  of  fix  pence 
IS  payable,  by  virtue  of  an  aft  made  in  the  3  2d  year  of  the  reign  of  hi* 
late  Majefty,  there  fliallbe  charged  an  additional  (lamp  duty  of  iix  pence. 

That  for  every  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment;,  or  flieet,  or  piece,  of 
paper,  upon  which  any  copy  of  fuch  affidavit  as  is  before  charged,  that 
ihallbe  filed  or  read  in  any  court,  fliall  be  ingrofled,  written,  or  printed, 
there  flmll  be  charged  the  additional  ftamp  duty  of  fix  pence,  ; 

That  for  every  fkin,  or  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  fheet,  oj* 
piece  of  paper,  upon  which  fliall  be  ingrolfed,  printed,  or  written,  any 
depo ration  or  depofitions  of  a  witnefs  or  witneflTes,  taken  in  any  caufe  or 
fuft  before  the  Court  of  SeiIi,ons,  or  Commiffiqn  of  Tiends,  or  Court  of 
Admiralty  in  Scotland,  or  Commifl!ary  Court  of  Edinburgh,  or  in  any 
civil  caufe  before  any  inferior  Court  in  Scotland,  or  whereupon  any  afli* 
davit,  or  written  depofifion,  produced  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in 
Scotland,  flial!  be  ingrofled,'  printed,  or  written,  there  {hall  be  charged 
an  additional  ftamp  duty  of  fix  pence. 

That  for  every  fkin,  or  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  flieet  or  piece 
of  paper,  upon  whith  Avail  be  ingrofTed,  written,  or  printed,  any  origi- 
nal writ  (except  fuch  original  upon  which  a  writ  of  Capias  iifues)  fubpoena, 
bill  of  Middlefex,  Laiitot,  writ  of  Capias,  Qiioininus,  writ  of  Dedimus 
Poteftaiein,  to  take  anfwers,  examine  witneiFes,  or  appoint  guardians, 
or  any  other  writ  whattbever,  or  any  other  procefs  or  mandate,  thatifhall 
ifllie  out  or  pafa  the  Great  Seals  of  any  of  the  Courts  at  Weflminftcr, 
Courts  of  great  feflions  in  Wales,  Courts  in  the  counties  Palatine,  or 
any  other  Court  whatfoever,  holding  plea  where  the  debt  or  damages 
doth  amount  to  forty  ftiillings  or  above,  or  the  thing  in  demand  is  of 
that  value  (writs  of  covenant  for  levying  fines,  writs  of  entry  forfuffer- 
ing  common  recoveries,  and  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus,  always  excepted) 
there  fhall  be  charged  an  additional  ftamp  duty  of  one  fliilling. 

That  for  every  (kin,  or  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  flieet  or 
piectf  of  paper,  upon  which  any  agreement  fliall  be  ipgrofled,  written, 
or  printed,  for  which  the  ftamp  duty  of  fix  fliillings  is  payable,  by  vir- 
tue of  an  acft  made  in  the  2;^d  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majcfty, 
there  fball  be  charged  an  additional  ftamp  duty  of  one  fliilling. 

That  the  exception  in  the  a<5t,  made  in  the  23d  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  prefent  Majefty,  as  far  as  the  fame  relates  to  any  bonds  given  as  fecu- 
jity  for  the  payment  of  any  fum  or  fums  of  money,  amounting  to  one 
hundred  pp^nds,  or  any  lets  fum,  fliall  be  repealed. 

That  for  every  fliin,  or  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  fliect  or  piece 
of  paper,  upon  which  fliall  be  ^grofled,  written,  or  printed^  in  Gre^ 
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Britain,  any  indenture,  leafe,  bond,  or  other  d«ed,  for  which  2  (bmp 
.  duty  of  one  fhilling  is  payable,  by  virtue  of  an  a(5l  made  in  the  23d  year 
of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefly,  there  iliall  be  charged  an  additiomiL 
"fiamp  duty  of  one  (hilling. 

That  for  every  ikin,  or  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  fheet  or 
piece  of  paper,  upon  whicn  fliall  be  ingroflbd,  written,  or  printed,  any 
probate  of  a  will,  or  letters  of  ad  mini  drat  ion,  for  any  eflate  of  or  abov^ 
'  the  Yaluc  of  1000I-,  over  and  above  all  other  ratea  and  duties  already 
impofed  thereon,  there  (hall  be  charged  a  farther  additional  duty  of  two 
-founds  and  ten  fhillings  ;  and  where  the  efiatc  is  of  or  above  the  value 
of  2oboh«  a- farther  additional  duty  of  two  pounds  and  ten  fhillings  ,  and 
vherc  the  eftatc  is  of  or  above  the  value  of  5000I.,  a  farther  additional 
duty  of  five  pounds  ;  and  wherb  the  eftate  is  of  or  above  the  value  of 
lO,oool.,  a  farther  additional  duty  often  pounds. 

That  for  every  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  fliect  or^iece  o£ 
■paper,  upon  which  any  receipt,  difcharge,  or  acquittance,  given  for  or 
'tepon  the  payment  of  mpney^  amounting  to  lool.^  and  not  amounting  to 
'506L,  ftiall  ne  ingrofled,  written,  or  printed,  over  and  above  all  other 
rates  and  duties  already  impofed  thereon,  there  fhall  be  charged  an  addi- 
tional duty  of  fix  pence ;  and  where  the  fame  fhall  amount  to  $ool.  or 
itpwards,  there  ihall  be  chargec]  a  farther  additional  duty  of  one  fliilliag* 

That,  the  prefent. (lamp  duties  payable  on  policies  of  infurftuce,  as  far 
as  the  fame  relate  to  life  or  fea  in  fu ranees,  mall  be^epealcd. 

That  upon  every  fum  paid,  or  contraded  to  be  paid,  as  a  premium  for 
the  infurancc  of  any  funi  or  fums,  depending  on  any  event  or  contin- 
gency relative  to  a  life  or  lives,  there  fliall  be  charged  a  fum  equal  to 
one-tenth  partof  fuch  premium. 

That  for  every  fkin,  or  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  fheet  orpiccc 
of  paper,  .up^ii  which  any  infurance  of  a  fhip  or  fhips,  or  goois,  mer- 
chandizes, or  other  property,  on  board  a  (hip  or  fliips^  fiiall  be  ingrofled^ 
printed,  or  written,  there  fliall  be  charged  the  (lamp  duties  following 
upon  the  fu'ms  infured  ;  that  is  to  fay,  where  the  Turn  to  be  infured  fhall 
amount  to  lool.,  a  (lamp  duty  of  twj  fliillings  and  fix.  pence,  and  fo  pro- 
greflively  for  every  fum  of  lool.  infured  ;  and  where  the  fum  to  be  in- 
fured fhall  not  amount  to  icol.,  alike  flampduty^pf  two  fhillings  and  fix 
pence  ;'  and  where  the  fum  to  be  infured  fhall'  exceed  lOol.,  or  any  pro- 
grellive  fums  of  lool.  each  by  any  ra(5lional  part  of  lool.,  alike  ftanip 
duty  of  two  fhillings  and  lix  pence  for  fuch  fractional  part  of  lOol. ; 
which  feveral  duties  fliall  be  payable  afnd  paid  by  the  affurcd  in  fuch  in* 
furances  refpc6tively. 

That  every  perfon  who  fliall  ufc  or  wear  any  powder,  commonly 
called  hair  powder,  of  whatever  materials  the  fame  thall  be  made*  fliall 
previoufly  enter  his  or  her  name  and  place  of  abode  with  the  Clerk  of  the 
Peace,  or  his  deputy,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  the 
dominion  of  Wales,  or  the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweedy  or  with  the 
Sheriff  Depute  or  Stewart  Clerk  in  Scotland,  of  the  county,  riding,  fliire^ 
ilewartry,  or  place  where  fuch  perfon  fliall  rclidc,  and  annually  take  out 
a  certificate  thereof; 

That  upon  every  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  fhcct  or  piece  of 
paper,  upon  which  any  certificate,  iffued  to  any  fuch  perfon,  fhall  be 
ingrofled,  written,  or  printed,  there  fhall  be  charged  a  flamp  duty  of 
one  pound  and  one  fhilling. 

That  no  letter  or  packet,  directed  by  any  Member  of  either  of  the 
t'.\<)  Houfes  of  Parliament,  fhall  be  exempted  from  the  duty  of  polk^»« 
urflefs  the  Member  whofe  name  fhall  be  indorTcd  thereon,  ihali  9iStMf 
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be  in  fuch  poft  town,  or  within  the  limits  of  the  delivery  of  letters  for 
fuch  poft  town,  on  the  day  oh  which  the  ikme  (hall  be  put  into  the  poft 

That  no  letter  or  packet,  which  (hall  be  fent  by  the  poft  to  any  Mem- 
ber of  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  (liall  be  exempted  from  the  duty  of 
poftage,  unlefs  fuch  Member  (hall  a6tuallj  be  in  London,  or  within  ten 
miles  of  the  General  Poft  Office,  on  the  day  on  which  fuch  letter  or  packet 
(hall  be  received  at  the  General  Poft  Office. 

That  no  Member  of  either  Houfe  of  Parliament  (hall  be  allowed  to 
fend  by  the  poft,  free  from  thr  duty  of  poftage,  inore  than  ten  letters  in 
any  one  day,  tior  (hall  be  allowed  to  receive,  free  from  the  faid  duty, 
more  than  ten  letters  in  any  one  day^ 

That  every  packet  or  cover,  containing  therein  any  paper  with  pat* 
terns  of  cloth,  (ilk,  fluff,  or  other  goods,  or  any  fample  of  any  other 
fort  of  thing,  not  exceeding  together  one  ounce  in  weight,  (hall  be  charged 
with  no  higher  rate  of  poftage  than  as  a  (ingle  letter,  fo  as  the  fame  be 
fent  open  at  the  (ides,  and  Without  any  writing  within  fuch  packet  or  co- 
ver, other  than  the  prices  of  the  articles  contained  therein* 

That  no  letter  or  packet,  fent  by  the  poft  from  any  place  within  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  directed  by  or  to  any  Member  of  either  Houfe 
of  Parliament,  (hall  be  exempted  from  the  payment  of  the  duties  of  poft- 
age, if  fuch  letter  or  packet  (hall  exceed  three  quarters  of  an  ounce  ia 
weight,  or  if  fuch  letter  or  packet  (hall  contain  more  than  one  inclofure 
therein.    ^ 

The  Refolutions  having  been  read, 

Mr.  FOX  entered  into  calculations  on  the  fubjeftof  the  Au(h*ian 
loan,  and  maintained,  by  feveral  arguments  that  the  conclu(ion$ 
of  the  Miniftcr  were  erroneous  in  many  inftanceson  this  fubjedt. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  maintained  the  juftnefs  of  his  calcula- 
tions, as  he  had  fubmittcd  them  laft  night  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  agreed  with  Mr.  Fox,  and  undertook  to  prove 
diat  the  Miniftcr  had  made  an  Improvident  .bargain.  He  entered 
alfo  into  feveral  points  of  calculations  upon  compoynd  interefV,  &c. 
and  faid  he  (hould  be  glad  to  fee  an  attempt  made  to  contradict  his 
concliifions. 

Several  of  the  refolutions  were  then  read  a  fccond  time,  and 
agreed  to.  On  reading  that,  which  impofcs  a  duty  on  foreign 
timber, 

A  Member,  whofe  name  we  did  not  hear,  ilated  fome  objec- 
tions to  this  tax.  He /aid,  that  a  great  number,  indeed,  of  houfes 
in  the  metropolis,  and  efpecially  in  Mary-le-bon,  *  now  remained 
unfinKhed  on  account  of  the  late  tax  which  had  been  laid  on  this 
very  article,  that  expence  having  deprived  the  builders  of  the  means  ^ 
of  finiflhing  them.  He  faid  there  were  whole  (Ireets  in  that  fitu- 
ation ;  and  he  had  too  much  reafon  to  fear,  that  if  this  tax  was 
pcr(ifted  in,  and  no  relief  of  any  kind  afforded  to  th<efe  perfons,  the 
houfes  would  remain  without  roofs,  and  would  foon  be  in  ruins. 
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Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  knew  many  houfes.  that  were  in  that  fitvah 
tiorv;  many  more  might  be  fo,  of  which  he  knew  nodun^;  but 
he  knew  enough  to-  fay,  that  this  was  a  matter  of  very  ferious  coi>- 
(ideration;  and  ought  to  be  attended  to  before  die  Houfe  fliould  pafr 
the  bill  upon^  this  refolution. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid^  that  from  all  the  ihfbrmatibn  he 
had  upon  the  fubji^^  he  had  no  reafon  to  apprehend  that  diere  wa» 
any  hardfliip  to  any  great  extent  felt  by  the  perfbns  alluded  to  ;  nor 
did  he  apprehemi  there  would  be  fuch  rn  confequence  x)f  the  tax  now 
propo(erf.  However,  he  faid  he  fliould  be  glad  to  receive  £ather 
infarmatioiT  upon  that  fubjeS  in  the  different  ftages  of  the  biH. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  apprehended  very  great  darker  from  eany- 
ing  this,  duty  uport  foreign  timber  wto  a  law  ;  for  he  underftood  the 
duty  which  had  been  impofed  upon  that  article  already,  had  in- 
duqed  many  to  make  ufe  of  oak  inftcad  of  the  timber  thus  taxed ; 
if  they  had  done  fo  already,  how  much  more  likely  were  they  tod© 
it  after  a  new  tax  fliould  be  Hnpofed.*  This  n^ght  prov^  very  in- 
jurious to  the  navy. 

The  refolution  was  thert  read  and  agreed  to. 

On  reading  the  refolutk)n  for  impofing  a  duty  on  infunmce  on 
lives  and  on  fliips,  &c. 

Mr.  FOX  faid  he  feared  there  was  too  mudi  reafon  to  apprehend 
that  this  duty  would  be  evaded.  Infuranees,  he  believed,'iiad  becit 
fometimes  paid  by  one  party  fo  another^  to^^ether  with  the  duty^ 
and  yet  Government  had  never  received  that  duty*  He  mentioned ' 
this  merely  to  put  the  Mi  rafter  upon  his  guard,  and  that  all  pof- 
fible  precaution  might  be  taken  In  the  framing  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  agreed,  that  rt  was  right  to  be  as  guarded 
as  poiTible  upoil  this  fubje£t ;  for  he  had  reafon  to  believe,  that 
frauds  had  been  pradifcd  ;  and  he  fliould  feel  himfelf  indebted  to 
any  gentleman  who  fliould  give  him  hints  upon  this  buiinefs.  It 
might  be  impoflible  totp.lly  to  avoid  fraud  ;  but  he  hoped  the  bill 
would  be  as  well  framed  as  poflible  for  that  purpofe. 

Mr,  THORNTON  thought  there  was  mudi  dtfpioportion  in 
this  refolution,  and  recommended  an  idteration  of  it.  He  £aid,  H 
was  his  opinion  the  tax  on  infuranees  fliould  be  in  the  ratio  of  dw 
premium.  * 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  (aid  a  few  words  in  defence  of  the  refo- 
lution, ^nd  obferved,  that  there  would  be  an  opportunity  of  dBT' 
cufling  the  matter  on  the  introduftion  of  the  bilL 

The  refolution  was  rfien  agreed  to, 

Co  reading  the  refolution  for  the  regulation  of  franking, 

Mr.  JOLIFFE  faid,  he  faw  many  inqonvenicnd^  srifijois  fiom 
3  • 
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the  rd^hifion  as  It  then  flood,  infomuch  «s  it  was  impoHibk  to  af-^ 
certain  at  what  places  Members  might  be  at  particular  times  when 
lehers  were  franked  by  them  or  fent  to  them.  Until  this  matter 
could  be  more  properly  adjuffed,  he  conceived  that  it  might  be  pro- 
du6iive  of  much  trouble  and  Litigation  between  Members  and  the 
people  at  the  Poft  Office.  From  this  confideration,  therefore,  he 
•could  not  agw  to  the  refolution  in  its  prcfent  indeterminate  ftate, 

Mr.  BUXTON  thought  the  privileges  of  franking  ought  to,  be 
given  up,  or  atleaft  only  retained  xluring  the  aAual  fitting  of  Par- 
liament. '  '     . 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  was  «f  opinion  that  thefum,  as  pro- 
I)ored  by  the  refolution,  was  not  likely  to  be  raifed,  as  from  the  ac- 
counts kept  at  the  General  Poft  Office,  it  appeared  that  the  whole 
amount  of  letters  franked  by  Menibo^  was  only  60,000}. 

A  Ihort  debate  took  place,  in  ^  oforfe  of  which  ibme  fuggef- 
dons  of  amendment  were  given. 

Lord  SHEFFIELD  was  decidedly  againft  the  whole  of  the  rc- 
felution.  The  only  privilege  almoft  that  a^  Member  of  thai  Houfc 
had  left  was  that  of  franking ;  and,  he  maintdned,  that  a  perfon 
who  had  fix  or  fcven  thoufand  conftituents  ought  not  to  be  lifhited 
as  to  the  number  of  letters  which  he  (hould  write  to,  or  receive  from 
fuch,  free  of  poftage,  becaufe  there  was  no  defining  the  number 
with  whom  we  might  have  occafion  to  correfpond  upon  public  bufi- 
nefs : — under  fuch  confideration  be  ihould  oppofe  this  duty  and  re- 
gulation in  every  ftage. 

The  Houfc  divided  :— 

For  the  refolution  49  ;  Againft  it  9. 

A  converfation  of  confiderable  length  then  took  place  on  the  va* 
rious  modes  propofed  by  different  Members  for  the  alteration  of  the 
plan  now  propofed  by  the  Minifter  for  the  regulation  of  franking, 
which  the  Speaker  terminated  by  declaring  it  to  be  irregular. 

Colonel  STANLEY  faid,  that  fome  exceptions  ought  to  be  made 
in  favour  of  the  milida,  whofe  affections  to  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren were  kept  alive  by  having  the  opportunity  of  cerrefponding  with 
them,  through  the  medium  of  their  oflicers,  often  Members  of  Par- 
liament, in  quarters  wit}i  them. 

,Mr.  CHARLES  DUNDAS  thought  that  during  the  fitting  rf 
Parliament  letters  ought  to  be  addreffed  to  the  Houfe,  as  it  would 
induce  Members  to  attend  more  conftantly  their  Parliamentary  duty 
than  in  general  they  areaccuftomed  to  do. , 

A  Member,  whofe  name  we  did  not  hear,obferved  that  he  thou^t 
It  would  be  unjuft  that  a  Member,  who  had  a  great  number  of  con- 
ftituents: as  was  his  cafe,  fliould  only  have  the  privilege  of  recclv* 
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ing  no  more  letters  free  from  them  than  one  who  only  rcprefcnt?4 
Old  Sarum. 

Mr.*  R.  SMITH  moved  ah  amendment  to  the  refolution ;  in-^ 
ftcad  of  allowing  one  inclofure  to  each  cover,  'there  Ihould  be  two 
allowed. 

This  was  fupported  by  Mr.  Thornton,  and  others,  upon  which 
a  (hort  debate  arofe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  oppofed  the  amendment,  as  being  con- 
trary to  the  very  principle  on  which  the  Committee  voted  the  refo- 
lution, namely,  that  bills  of  exchange,  and  other  inftruments, 
fliould  not,  to  the  fame  extent  as  formerlyi  be  allowed  to  pafs 
through  the  kingdom  without  poftage 

The  Houfe  divided,     , 

For  the  amendment,  7  ;— -Agaihft  it,  41. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  gave  notice  that  on  the  3d  of  March 
next,  he  fhould  move  for  the  fecond  reading  of  a  bill  for  giving  re- 
lief to  poor  perfons  at  their  own  homes. 

The  Houfe  then  proceeded  to  take  into  farther  confideration  the 
Report  of  a  bill  for  railing  out  of  different  counties,  a  number  of 
men,  in  proportion  to  the  inhabited  houfes,  for  the  better  manning  - 
the  navy,  &c.    Several  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAWTHORNE  propofed  a  claufe,  the  purport  of  which 
was,  that  every  perfon  keeping  three  male  fervants  ftiould  find  one 
man  for  the  navy,  or  pay  a  fine.  Every  perfon  keeping  five  male 
fervants  to  find  two  men,  or  pay  a  fine,  &c. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  oppofed  the  claufe,  and  the  Houfe  r^ 
fufed  leave  to  bring  it  up. 

The  bill,  with  the  amendments,  was  ordered  to  be  ingroflcd, 
pnd  read  a  third  time  qx\  Thurfday,  if  then  ingrofTcd.— Adjourned 
to  Thurfday, 
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An  Account  of  the  Total  Net  Pnxluce  of  the  Taxes  for  one  Year, 
ending  the  5th  Day  of  January,   1795* 

CUSTOMS  .—  —  3,378,640  II     6| 

EXCISE  , -H 7,175,629  18     5* 

STAMPS  ■■    ■  . 1*240,035     I  10 


11,794,305  II   10 


INCIDENTS. 


Confolidated  Letter  Money,  1787  — —  156,000 

Ditto»  Salt,  ditto  —  ---         417,144     3     6| 

Seizures  fincc  25  October  1760  ■  27,407     3     7J 

Proffers,  ditto  —   ■■-*  >       ■  628  10     3'' 

Letter  Money,  ditto -^  291,029  18     \  . 

Alum  Mines,  ditto  ■  ■    ■  480  —  — « 

Compofitions,  ditto  — -  —  2  -—  ->« 

Rent  o\  a  Light  Houfe,  ditto  > .  «  ^  '3     4 

Alienation  Duty,  ditto  ■  2,530  15     4 

6d.  Deduct,  per  Lib.  on  Penfions,  24th  June  172 1  441626  —  — 

IS.  ditto.  Salaries,  &c.  5  April,  1758  —  31,985  —  9 

Houfes  and  Windows,  loth  0(!:lobcr,  1766  327,826     9     *]\ 

Inhabited  HoLifes,   1779  —  — ^47)944    4     7 

Hawkers  and  Pedlars,   17 10  ^ —         2,609     ^    4 

Hackney  Coaches  and  Chairs,   ifl:  Auguft,   1 7 1 1 

Ditto,  1784       .  : 

Male  Servants,  1785 

Horfes,  ditto  

Four  Wheel  Carriages,  ditto 
Two  Wheel  ditto,  ditto 
Arrears  of  Female  Servants,  ditto 
pitto.  Waggons,  ditto 

Ditto,  Carts,  ditto  ,       

Ditto,  Shops,  ditto  »-.— 

Fjrft  Fruits  of  the  Clergy 
Tenths  ditto  — - 


i,88o,;;86  15     if 


DUTIES,  Anno  1791. 

Sugars                p  234,292  6     8 

Britifh  Spirits                ■  109,783  — 

Foreign  Ditto                i39«075  10     6 


Malt 


500 


10 


Bills  and  Receipt!  ■  ^  53,494  11 

Game  Duty  ^  i7»523     i  3 

^.  10  per  cent^  on  Afleflcd  Tax€8  —  93,164    6  %\ 

747.^3^   16  5I 
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DUTlESy  Anno  1794. 


Britifli  Spirits 
Foreicrn  ditto 
Glafi  — 

Attornies  Articles 
Bricks,  Cuiloms 
Slates  and  Stoues 
Bricks  and  TUcs 
Spirit  Licences 
Paper,  fizclfe 
Ditto,  Cufloms 


£.    s.    i. 
65,503 

84,335 

2^«o6f!^  —  — 
•     12,021    9  — 

54,643 

5,111   II  II 

52  IS  10 

31,000  —  — 

77>S6S 

866  10    8 

354.166    7    5 


1.794,305  II  10 

i,«8o,c86  15  rl 

747,832  16  j| 

354,166  7  i 

GRAND  TOTAL  —        14,776,891  ro  rof 


Total  of  CUSTOMS,  EXCISE,  and  STAMPS  1 1.794,30 

Ditto  INCIDENTS  ^'    ^ 

Ditto  DUTIES,  Anno  1791  

Ditto  DUTIES,  Anno  1794  


Sxc1iequer»  the  12th 
Day  of  Januajy  1795* 


JAMES  nSHER. 
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^  ACCOMPT  of  ihc  Total  Pnxluce  of  the  Duties  of  CUS- 
^  TOMS,  EXCISE,  STAMPS,  and  INCIDENTS,  rcfpec 
tively  for  One  Year,  ended  the  lotb  Day  of  OSobcr  1794  ; 
di(Un£ui(hing'(as'far  as  poflible)  in  each  Branch,  the  Produce  on 
every  feparate  Artkle,  the  Duties  on  which  have  amounted  to 
One  thousand  Pounds,  of  mere,  in  the  Four  (^rtcrs  of 
the  Year :  vizr 

This  Total  produce  of  the  Duties  -of  Ctrftoms  fot 
One  Year,  cndfd  the  loth  Day  c^ October  1794, 
a»  per  Accompt  (A)  — —  4j044>9*3,xS    6f 

Ditto  of  the  Duties  of  Excife  for  One  Tear,  ended 
ditto  (exclufive  of  586,888!.^  the  Produce  of  the 
annual  Nhlt  Duties)  as  per  Accompt  (B)  7>S4i>9^5    2    Si 

Pitto  of  the  Stamp  Duties  for  One  Year»  ended 
ditto,  as  per  Accompt  (C)  —  1,420,867  il     10 

©Itto  of  Incidents  at  the  Receipt  of  the  Exchequer 

for  One  Year^  ended  ditto,  as  per  Accompt  (D)     29368,859    5  ro§ 

»S>376*S9S  «S    «i 

MtmormdMrn 

In  the  Sum  of  2,368,^9!,  51.  loid.  ftatcd  at. 
the  Amount  of  Incidents  at  the  Exchequer, 
is  included  352,184!.  6s.  5jd.,  being  the 
Amount  of  the  Impreft  and  other  Iconics 
paid  in.therc  within  the  above  Period* 

Prefcnted  purfuant  t*  an  Aft  of  the  27th  Year 
of  hisprefent  MajeOy^s  Reign,  the  2d  Day 
•f  JaaUjary  1795,  ^^ 

GEORGE  RQSE, 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Total  Net  Produce  paid  into  the  Et* 
chequer  of  the  Duties  of  CUSTOMS  in  England  and  Scotland; 
diAinguiHiing,  as  far  as  poflible,  the  Produce  upon  every  fepa- 
rate  Article^  the  Duties  on  which  {hall  have  amounted  to  loooL 
or  inore>  in  the  Four  Quarters  endii^  the  i  oth  Day  of  Oc- 
tober 1794. 

c  H  A  R  G  £. 


SPECIES  OF  GOOD& 


Aflics,  Pearl  and  Pott 

Barilla  

Brimilonc  '■■  '■    ' 

Briitles  undrcflfed        — — 

Bugle,  great  ■ 

Carpets,  Turkey         ■■ 
China  Ware  —  — 

Copper,  unwrought        — 
Cork  —  — 

Corn,  Oats  

Wheat         — 

Drugs — Borax  refined    • 

Caffia  Llgnea  ■ 

Cortex  Peru  — 

Juniper  Berries       — — . 
Manna  ■ 

Oil  perfumed  — 

Opium  ' 

Quickfilver  

Rhubarb  ■     ■   ■ 


Net  Produce,  fubjeft 
to  the  Payments  of 
Bounties  and  Ma- 
nagement. 


Saccarum  Saturni 
Senna 


Succus  Liquoritiae 
Dye  Stuffs,  Smalts  - 

Elephants  Teeth  — 

Feathers  for  Beds  — 

Fruit,  Lemons  and  Oranges 
Fruit,  Nuts,  fmail 
Glafs  Plates 


Grocery — Almonds,  Jordan 

not  Jordan 

Cinnamon  — 

Cloves  -^^' — 

Cocoa  - 

Coffee  •— 

Currants  — 

Figs  

Ginger            ■' 
AUce  • 


— —  962    I 

-  13*078  17 

8,524  10 

—  5,261  — 
— •  876  10 

■  2,070  13 
9,865    7 

—  1,083    I 

—  3*777  IS* 

-  7»y36    6 
9*485  13 

-  4*396  II 

-  999  '9 
12,351    6 

~  i*<^47  17 

881    4 

— —  1,982  17 

— *  1064    8 

—  3*666    4 

2^15  17 

.1,542     I 

-  1,612     8 
— ^    .     7*065    2 

9,630  12 

1,264     7 

7.527    6 

9*«79  19 

2,113    3 

•    S*8o7    7 
2,912     I 

1*330  13 

1,328  12 

-  2,208    5 

-  1,^79  13 
45,851  — 

73*403  13 

-  1,988    I 
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CHARGE; 


SPECIES  01  GOOpS, 


Net  Woduce,  fubjefi 
to  the  Payments  of 
Bounties  and  Ma- 
nagement. 


Groccry-^Nutmegs            —  — 

pepper               — ^  -ii=^ 

Pimento               ^— ^  .:-— 

Railins,  Denia  ■"   *    ■■  ■ 

.*-^? Lexia         «»**-  -i- 

i: Lipari  ■     • 

*■            Smyrna  ■ 

Soils  ■    'r.    iV       ,. 

Rice         .       

Sugar,  brown            - — ^ 

_     Tea  -^- —              

Hair,  Horfe  i— ^  -^ — 

. Human  ■ 

•  Hemp,  Rough  —  t— 

Hides,  Jndiaa  '  ■  '■  • 

— .^— Lofli  • 

'  Ox  or  Cow  -*— i 

Inclc,  wrought             ■'  — * 

Iron,  Bar                 a.  ■■■    ■•  ■     . 

, Caft  . 

Linens. — Cambricks  -'^•-    -'  ' 

Canvas,  HeiTehs  ■ 

' Spruce  » 

Damafk  Tabling,  Sil^a  *-^ 

Drilling  — -"  — -i 

Germany,  Narrow  ■   ■  ■  ■ 

Ruffia,  Broad j  above  22^         -* 

above  3 1 1^  — 

■    ■    ■  — :— ^  above  36           *^^ 
-'    ■  ■  Narrow                  _ 
— ^ —  Towelling  and  Napkining 
JM[angfa6tured  Articles  of  India            — - 
Mats,  Ruffia  -^-^--^  

*  Hats^  Chip  — ^-  — *^ 

Oil,  Ordinary  ■'       ■ 

Sallad  — ^  

Paperi  Foolfcap  — 

Pidturcs     "           -i—                 *— i- 
Piece  Goods  of  India.-^Callicocs  — = 

Muflins            i— 
Nankeens 
Prohibited        -^ 
ijaltpetrc   .  ^i*— ^a  ^ 


1,918 

24,671 

788 

10,607 

9,6^2 

6,r8o 
18,162 
12^643 
11,656 

2,391 


5. 

2 

i 
6 

o 

3 

2 

z 

3 
7 
1,448,195  19 
118,6919    4 
642  16 

788    12 

118,209  4 

1,56^2  o 

7,600  It 

1,132  9 

3»297 
146,284 
1,567  14 
1,190  19 

^»430    4 


o 
5 
6 

S 

6 

i 

4 

8 

TO 

5 

X 

o 


14 


—      19^917  17 


5^093 
^3^7 


I 

7 
—         5,176  18 

49i3S3     4 

2^3^4  17 

1,717  12 

3»997  »9 
4,701     6 

1,-03 

3>373 

2,836 

2;270 

13,686  i9 

5,1,18  19 

i;6i2  10 

i>353  9 

937  4 

21,473  10 

1^^474  17 
11,647  *7 

14*327   18 
846  Id 


z 
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9 
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II 

10 
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CHARGE. 


SPECIES  OF  GOODS. 


Seeds,  Clover  -    -    - 

Shells,  Mother  of  Pearl 

Silk,  Bengal,  Raw  

China,  Raw  —— 

— -  Italian  and  Turkey,  Raw 

'  Thrown  

Skins.— Bear,  Black  — 

Beaver  — — , 

Calf,  undrcftM  - 

■         TannM  •- 

Deer,  in  hair  • 

Kid,  undref»'d  - 

V  Martin  .^^ 

Snuff  ,  « 

Spirits*— Brandy  — — 

Geneva  -*» , 

Rum  -.« 

StODes,  Blocks  of  Marble 

.Tar  *- ^ 

Thread,  Sifters  

Tobacco  , 

Tow     ■  .  ^ 

Turpcntme  - 

Wax,  Bees  

Wines,  Cuftoros  only.— Canary 
French 
Madeira 
Portugal 
Rhenilh 
Spaniih 


Net  Produce,  fubjcft 
to  the  Payment  of 
fioanties  and  Ma- 
nagement* 


Wood.— Balks 

Battens 
Boards,  Paling 

i  Scaje 

Deals  — 

'-  Ends 

Lathwood 
Mails  — 

Plank,  Oak 
Staves 
Timber,  Fir 

Oak 

Ufcrs  — 

Wainfcot  logs 
Y^rn,  Mohair  mm 
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1,532 
100,834 

^4,854 

-  6,945 

93*703 

-  2,016 

-  1,022 

-  1,801 
-*  2,604 

'  3,268 

-  3H 
S68 

29,388. 

-  28,481 

-  49,086 

-  i»434- 
7,3*7 
i>i74 

-  ^35»^" 

-  3>o68 

-  3,462 

-  1,421 

-  xo>4^S 

-  12,082 

-  377,794 

-  3,213 
75,558 

-  2j2^ 

-  .  11,201 

-  1,^15 

-  1,223 
125,411 

-  3*715 

-  3*^04 
3*207 

7.056 
16,764 

54*963 

-  1*051 

-  1,106 
3,228 
1,895 
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5^3 


CHARGE. 


SPECIES  OF  GOODS. 


Allum  ^— -  — - 

Coals  —  .  ■ 

Indigo  ■  — 

Skins,  Beaver                  >- 
Tin  

Other  fubfidy  articles  .— 

Coals  brought  coaftways 

Wine  brought  coaftways  to  London 
Stones  and  Slates  brought  coaftways 
Surcharges  on  fundry  fmall  articles 
Intcreft  on  bonds 


Net  Produce,  fubje£^ 
to  the  Paymeats  of 
Bounties  and  Ma- 
nagement. 


Tobacco  condemned  or  fold  for  the  duty  — 

Duties  on  corn  — 

Received  from  the  infpedlor  of  corn  returns  — 

Duty  on  wine,  fold  by  the  excife  — —  — 

Duties  remitted  from  the  plantations  — 

Window,  or  commutation  duty,  by  24  Geo,  III. 
Sundry  fmall  articles,  the  duties  whereof  have  not\ 
iunouAtcd  to^f.iooo  on  each  — *  J 


o    7l 


5,101,106  19    o| 
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DISCHARGE. 

By  PAYMENTS  out  of  the  Nfej  PRODUCE.  ^*^Nct"produ«  ^^^ 

Payments  out  of  the  Net  Produce,  vias. 

Bounties             —              -^  566,808  6  0 

Re-pay menis  on  over  entries  and  damaged  goods  41,1 18  8  of 

Charges  of  management                 ■                       -—  402,625  4  9 

Money  iifued  out  of  the  revenues  of  Scotland,  ap-  \  i 

plicable  to  His  Majefty's  Civil  Government      /  ^'^^^  ^^  *♦ 

J^aid  Treafurcrs  of  the  counties  in  Scotland,  on!  « 

account  of  corh  returns                 —               J  ^           boi  o  0 

raid  into  the  Exchequer               —                 —  4,044,923  15  6| 

lnfoe£ior  General's  Office, 
Cuftom  Houft,  London, 
Dec,  i6th,  «794«  ' 


£.  5,ior,2o6  10   o| 


THOMAS  IRVING, 
Infpodor  General  of  the  Imports 
and  Exports  of  Great  Britain. 
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An  Account  of  the  Total  Net  Produce  of  the  Duties  arifing  fioiTf 
the  Stamp  Revenue,  that  have  amounted  to  loool.  or  more,  in 
the  Four  Quarters  next  preceding  the  loth  Day  of  Oflober, 
1794. 

£.        s.  d. 

ConfoUdatcd  Duties  —  779^366    9  i 

Infurance            —  —  127,201     2  o 

Burials,  &c.       ,-~-  —  3,825    o  i 

Hats        9»338    4  11 

.   Plate            '  23/248  17  I 

PoftHorfeDuty  ■  I9^>339  '^  ^ 

Medicine        — — 12,622  16  x 

Game « •  39»920  "  8 

Attornies        — —  26,017  13  6 

Pawnbrokers               ^ —  4»57^     ^  ^^ 

Glove                .  4*364  18  3 

PcriFumeiy            -—  —  Sj^?^     ^  3 

Judges  Duty         ""-'  *—      'tSS^     ® 


o 


Bills            "0,973  7    8 

Receipts               43»5?'  4    * 

Additional  Game,  1791             — '  16,991  i     3 

Attornies,  1794                -  9»^9S  9    ^ 

Apprentice  Duty            ■  7*67 S  7  rr 


1,420,867  II  10 


Stamp  Office, 
i4th06lober,  1794- 


J.  LliOYD,  proCompt* 
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53^  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1795, 

An  ACCOUNT  of  the  totil  produce  p^d  into  Ac  Exriiequcrof 
the  Duties  under  the  Head  of  INCIDENTS;  diffingoifliln 
(as  far  as  poflible)  in  each  Branch,  the  Produce  on  eVcry  fepante 
Article,  the  Duties,  on  which  fliall  have  amounted  to  Omb 
THOUSAND  Pounds,  or  more,  in  the  Four  Quarters  ended 
the  lothOdober,   ^^794- 

£^       s.      i. 

Confolidatcd  Salt  — -  428,987  13    i| 

Ditto— —Letter  Money  ■  156,000—    — 


Letter  Money,  1 760 


290,000  — 


Seizures              . xi^ti     o    ij 

Firft  Fruit.          .     •- 3,630  -    9I 

Tenths -              -^ ^  9,gi8    7    „ 

Hawkers  and  Pedlars,   1710          — —          -.-^—  2,809    6     4 

Hackney  Coaches  and  Chairs,  171 1                 11,500—    — 

Ditto— .^ 1784                —^^  14,000  —    — 

6d  DedudliononPenfions,  1721                 -p— ^  $^9342  — '    ** 

18  Ditto— —  on  Salaries,  1758                —1—  33*465  —     9 

Male  Servants                ,1 96,137  11  ii| 

Female  Ditto            , — ^            . •  4,4,0    8  u| 

4  W^el  Carriages                ~                — :-  162,8251411! 

2  Well  Ditto                ■    ■      ■    ■                '-  33,650  15  III 

Carts            x,396    6    3I 

Horfes                   108,754    6    — 

Houfes  and  Windows,  i;66                 ii^-         .    -  340,511     9    4I 

Houfts,  1779                . ,47,907  14    3{ 

Alienation  Duty                ^.                   ■  2,530  15     4 

xol  per  Cent.            . *— >  86,^)83    5      6 

^.          ,                 .  2,014,002    6    9i 
The  prpducr  of  Duties  under  i,*oo1.,  within  the  « 

fame  Period,  amounts  to            •— ^         -^  2,652  it    7I 

a,pi6,654  19    i\ 
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A.  1795*  DEBATE* 

Mooey  paid  by  Lieut.  General  Chriftie,  Deputy ' 
Quarter  Mafter  General  in  North  America^ 
on^alance  pf  his  Account  from  1 7  j  7  to  x  766 
JXtto  by  £dward  Roberts,  Efa.^  Firft  Clerk  to 
the  Clerks  of  the  Pells,  tor  the  Refidue  of 
Exchequer  Fees  for  the  eonfolidated  Fund 
Ditto    by  Charles  Long,  £fc}.,  for  Intereft  on 

187,000!.  for  Annuities  -•         — 

Ditto    by  George  Rofe,  Efq.,  for  Poft  Fines  from 

177s  to  1788  -"^  '^ 

Ditto    by  James  Ballard,  Efq.,  on  Account  of  the 

Worceftcrfhire  Militia  ■  >■  "i    " 

Ditto    by  Kender  Mafon,  Efq,,  Executor  of  Kender 

Mafon  ^      '    1— 

Ditto    by  James  Ruffell,  Efq.,  on  Captain  Robert 

fialfour'3  Account  ■■  — 

Ditto    by  Wm.  Chambcrlaync,  Efq,,  on  Account 

of  Daniel  Chaoiier  deceafed  ■ 

Ditto    by  John  Fenwjck,  Efq,,  for  the  Carnavon 

Militia  *  ■  ■  .■!■■  1  -«— «  . 

Ditto    by  Claude  Scott,  on  Account  of  Whcat^  &c. 

fold  tor  Government  — *        .— . 

Ditto    by  the  Eaft  India  Company,  in  Part' of  an 

Annual  Sum  of  500,000!.  — 

Ditto    by  Robert  Bidect,  £fq.,  on  Account  of  the 

Armament,  1793  '^—  — ^ 

Ditto    by  Fludyer  andCo,  onAccountof Cloathing 

fold  for  Government  "     '- 

Ditto    by  Abraham  r»^ewland,  Efq  ,/being  the  Sur« 

fliis  after  paying  off  the  Principal  and 
ntereil  upon  Exchequer  Bills,  made  forth 
by  virtue  of  an  A6t  33,  Gij.  tij.  Rs,  for 
enabling  His  Majcfty  to  ifTue  Exchequer 
Bills  ■■   ■■■   ,..  ..  ^3,348    %    %\ 

Impreil  Money  re-paid  by  Jofette  Murray,  Exe- 
cutrix of  Richard  Murray,  late  Barracl; 
Mafter  in  Queljec  -^^  —  514  14  — 

Ditto ^ --^bythe  Right  Hon.Welbore 

Ellsi,  late  Trcafurcr  of  the  Navy 
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t« 
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141  « 
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5.959  — 

— 

49  8 

I* 

.  9.467  10 

4 

JOO  — 

— ■ 

40»ooo  — 

— 

350,000  — 

— 

a.ooo  — 

— 

«.7H  »7 

II 

7.84*  15 

7i 

3S«,i84  6 
2,016,654  19 

It 

«,j68,839  5 

IQf 

Exchequer,  the  15th  - 

Day  of  Novcinber,  1794. 

Examined, 

GRENVILLE. 
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